
 

 

Bridge Options 1=1stchoice 

OPTION 1:  Status Quo - Do nothing.  

OPTION 2: Traffic lights on the bridge:   Cost £20k  

OPTION 3: Footbridge on the upstream side: timescale - within the year.  Cost £340k - £370k  

OPTION 4: Footbridge on the downstream side: timescale - within the year.  Cost £210k - £320k  

OPTION 5: New footbridge built of stone: timescale - 2/3 years. Approx. cost £3m.  

OPTION 6: New road bridge, leaving current bridge for pedestrians:  timescale - possibly 10 years. Approx. cost several million.  

 
Further comments:  .............................................................................................................................................................................................. 
 
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
It would be helpful to know in which street/road you live:  .............................................................................................................. 

 
*Only number if you have more than one preference, otherwise tick your choice 
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Local Telephone Directory 
We have had a tremendous 
response to our request for updated 
information for the new local 
telephone directory.  However, to 
ensure the information we have is as 
accurate and up-to-date as possible 
we are re-running both forms in this 
issue.  We hope to have draft copies 
of the main directory available in the 
usual outlets by the end of February.
We are trying a slightly different 
format this time.  The main directory 
will be at the front with the classified 
section at the back laid out in a 
similar way to Yellow Pages.   
 

option and let us know.   
One more public meeting will be 
held, to discuss the response to the 
questionnaire. If enough of you 
really believe in the need for a 
footbridge then it’s time to stand up 
and be counted.  Completed 
questionnaires should be handed in 
at the Post Office or mailed to 
Editor, Strathard News, 
Schoolhouse, Inversnaid, FK8 3TU. 
Hope to see you at the Memorial 
Hall on Mon 23rd February at 7.30
pm.   IT’S YOUR DECISION! 
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Footbridge Issue Remains Unresolved

Please number in order of preference* 

OK - it was Christmas wasn’t it?
The pressures got to you all, and 
there just wasn’t time to fill in the 
forms in the last edition of Strathard 
News and give us your thoughts on 
the bridge proposals. So you’re 
forgiven - but only if you fill in this 
one! We only got a handful of 
replies and that is not enough to 
convince funding bodies that we 
deserve their help. It is important 
that the decision made now is the 
right one: for the safety of children 
and adults crossing the Forth: for the

preservation of our historic old 
bridge, and possibly for the future 
development of Aberfoyle. If you 
care about it you should seize the 
opportunity to give your opinion now. 
Perhaps most people would rather not 
do anything about a pedestrian bridge 
and that is why you didn’t reply. Just 
for you we’ve added a new option; the 
status quo. One way or another, 
PLEASE let us know what you think. 
No response doesn’t help at all in 
resolving this issue.  If you would 
rather do nothing then choose that  
 

We feel that this will make it easier for 
people to get more information about 
local businesses since the larger 
adverts containing extra information 
will be more easily accessed.  It will 
also make it more worthwhile for 
businesses to advertise in this way. 
If, as a business, you need help with 
an advertisement contact Kit Neufeld 
on 01877 382175 or email her at 
kit@bigbluefish.net 
We are anxious that all businesses are 
included so even if you are working 
from home in any trade or design 
capacity etc. please let us know.   
 

REMEMBER YOUR SINGLE LINE 
ENTRY IN THE CLASSIFIED 
SECTION IS FREE. 
If you have any other queries 
contact any of the committee 
members:  
Pamela Abraham Tel: 01877 382295 
Isobel McGuire Tel: 01877 385253 
Eleanor Hamilton Tel: 01877 382453 
Nancy Gibb Tel: 01877 382005 
Margaret Neufeld Tel: 01877 386258 
The deadline for submitting forms is 
15th February 2004. 

www.strathardnews.com



 
 

 

guyana
plants, crafts and art

Unique range of arts and craft 
from throughout the world 

Extensive plant area for all your gardening needs 

Open seven days - 10am to 6pm
Main Street, Aberfoyle 

Tel: 01877 382308 

 

 • Local & National Removers 
• Piano, Antique and Fine Arts Specialists 
• Modern Containerised Storage 
• Regular Part Load Service to and from England 
• Office and Business Moves 
• Bar Coded Archive Document Storage 

Head Office: Anniesland Village Business Park 
Netherton Road, Glasgow G13 1EU  Tel 0141 954 3939 

Email: elainemummery@gerardremovers.co.uk 
www.gerardremovers.co.uk 

You will be moved 
by our Experience! 

There is a real feeling of the year on the turn: the 
days are lengthening, bulbs are through, snowdrops 
are in flower and heavy snow with severe frost is 
forecast.  I know we still have a fair bit of winter to 
come but thoughts are turning to spring.  Signs of 
new life are appearing. 
When I saw surveyors out at Bank Corner I assumed 
yet more plans were being drawn up; but no. 
According to Lesley, in her article, the plans, the 
consultation, the revamping of plans, the years of 
hard work are coming to fruition.  This should result in 
a splendid improvement in Aberfoyle and we must 
bear this in mind when coping with the disruption that 
such major work entails.  I know everybody involved 
so far has been working flat out to get it finished by 
Easter. Let's hope this can be achieved. 
More signs of things on the move: two of my 
grandchildren and their friends attended the meeting 
to see the plans for the work to be done in the play 
park.  They were most impressed and returned fired 
with enthusiasm about how they could help raise 
money for the project.  The work this group is doing, 
working alongside the young people in the village, is 
hopefully more representative of the youth than the 
behaviour demonstrated more publicly and written 
about elsewhere in the paper. 
Back to winter, though, traditionally the slow season 
and we're running repeats.  As far as the Local 
Telephone Directory is concerned, we just want this to 
be as up-to-date as possible and catch those who may 
have missed previous issues.  Judging by the response 
we have had to this, readers of the Strathard News 
are very conscientious about returning forms.  This 
raises the question about why there were only seven 
responses to the questionnaire about the footbridge. 
The group involved have thought long and hard about 
this.  Maybe it is not apathy but just that people want 
things to remain as they are.  If this is the case, you 
must let your views be known before vast sums of 
money are spent.  On the other hand, it may just be 
that with the hurly-burly of the festive season you just 
didn't have time to get round to it. 
The main thing, of course, is that you enjoy reading 
the paper.  I must thank all who continue to 
contribute particularly those who have nothing to gain 
other than to entertain us.  I must also thank 
Community Futures for paying for the printing of the 
Christmas issue. 

Margaret Neufeld
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As part of Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs 
National Park’s Winter 
Events Programme, 
various holly wreath-
making activities took 
place throughout 
December.  Mince pies 
and hot spicy drinks 
were on hand recently in 

Budding Holly Gets The Thumbs Up!
 

Aberfoyle Kirk Hall.  The hall was warm and welcoming with 
carols playing in the background. “Just the ticket for a cold night in 
December. You have to create the right ambience” said Rev. 
Danny Gibb, who organized the evening.  “The Make Your Own 
Holly Wreath activity was designed to suit all ages, and step by 
step instructions were provided by National Park Rangers.  At the 
end of the evening folks had something to take home either for 
their own use or to offer as a gift.”  
National Park Ranger Jimmy Connolly who helped kick start the 
event commented, “Those who attended were given the chance to 
learn a new skill or add to their existing craft skills. The event also 
provided the opportunity for people to create an alternative
Christmas present made from natural, recyclable material.  When it 
reaches the end of its festive use, the wreath can be placed on the 
compost heap or allowed to break down naturally in a corner of the 
garden.  The event also provided a warm-hearted break for some 
festive banter, and was well attended by locals and others from 
further afield.” 
Through time, greenery, but holly in particular, has been used in 
relation to Christmas. Holly was the secret plant of the Roman god 
Saturn. Romans brought holly into their buildings in December as 
part of their festival worship which continued for many centuries. 
Later while the Romans continued their Pagan worship, Christians 
celebrated the birth of Jesus. To avoid persecution they decked 
their homes with holly. As Christian numbers increased and the 
custom prevailed, holly lost its Pagan association and became a 
symbol of Christmas. 
Parent Mrs. Gillian Wallace said, “We had a good attendance, 
which made the activity a real success.  It’s all about people having 
fun and enjoying themselves away from the television.  The turn-
out for this event shows that the Aberfoyle community spirit is 
alive and well.  Perhaps we should make it an annual event.”   
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Absent in Scotland’s skies for over a 
century following years of persecution, 
red kites are slowly making a 
comeback thanks to an exciting project 
to re-introduce them from mainland 
Europe.  2003 has been a record year 
with over 100 red kites fledged from 
nests across Scotland.  Niall & Lynn 
Bowser run Lerrocks, a mixed farm 
near Doune and have been 
instrumental in supporting the red kites 
re-introduction to Central Scotland. 
Visitors to the farm can now enjoy 
great close-up views of one of 
Scotland’s rarest breeding birds thanks 
to an exciting partnership between the 
landowners, RSPB and SNH to 
provide a feeding station.  A brand 
new hide has been built offering 360° 
views of the kites nearby.  A guide will 
be on hand to provide information and 
answer questions.  Food for the kites 
is put out daily.  This does not interfere 
with the birds’ general foraging 
behaviour, but provides ‘snacks’ for 
them, which helps them get through 
the winter.   

 

 

STRATHARD 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Prop.  John Samson 

Electrical Wiring & Lighting 
Intruder, Fire & Comms Systems 

Door Entry, CCTV & Security Lighting 
 Tel. 01877 382 559

Fax. 01877 382 559
Mobile.  07860 263338  

Craigenveoch 
Lochard Road 
Aberfoyle FK8 3TQ 

HUGH DEVLIN 
Painter & Decorator 

 
==================== 

TTiimmee  SSeerrvveedd  TTrraaddeessmmaann  
==================== 

 
All aspects of interior/exterior

work undertaken 
 
 

Tel: 01877 330610 
Mob: 07974 786680

If you can’t attend an appointment at 
the surgery we would very much 
appreciate that you phone and cancel 

Aberfoyle Medical Centre 

it. This means someone else can use the 
appointment slot and it saves precious time just 
waiting around, for the doctor or nurse 
involved.  

Travel Vaccinations 
Planning a holiday?  If you are and you think 
you may need vaccinations, please contact the 
surgery in good time to ensure you are properly 
protected prior to your departure. Some 
courses of vaccine require a month to 
complete. You should pick up a Travel 
Questionnaire from the surgery, fill it in and 
hand in promptly. You should then make an 
appointment with the Practice Nurse to discuss 
your travel plans, when an appointment will 
then be made for any vaccinations required. 
Don’t take the chance of returning from your 
holiday with anything other than gifts for loved 
ones. Always ask about travel advice well 
before you travel. Better to be safe than sorry. 
(Most vaccines are available on the NHS, but there 
may be a charge for other vaccinations if required). 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

R&C LUKE

t/a J. Brown 
Coal Merchant & Contractor 
12-14 Slamannon Road 
Falkirk FK1 1LG 

01324 625624

A V O N  C A L L I N G !
New brochure now available 

With lovely gifts and treats for yourself 
Please contact Emma Ferguson 

Tel: 01877 382095  
Mob: 07731 3255703 

E mail:  emmaferg@aol.com 

R e d  K i t e  V i e w i n g  A t  A r g a t y  
 “Having this facility helps kite 

conservation.  It means people do not 
need to go looking for the kites 
themselves and risk disturbing the 
birds, which is against the law,” says 
Mike McDonnell (Red Kite Information 
Officer).  With over 100 other species 
of bird recorded, Lerrocks farm is 
already a wildlife hotspot with much to 
see and enjoy.  The farm is involved in 
the Rural Stewardship Scheme, which 
encourages farm practices beneficial to 
wildlife.  “It has been set up to provide 
a safe and enjoyable way for visitors to 
see red kites and wildlife friendly 
farming in action,” says Niall.  
The viewing hide is accessed via an all 
abilities footpath from the car park. 
There is a small fee to visit the farm, 
which helps cover the costs of 
providing these facilities. 
Lerrocks is very much a working farm 
so visitors are asked to book ahead by 
phoning 01786 841373 or email 
argatyredkites@btopenworld.com.  For 
additional information visit 
www.argatyredkites.co.uk 
 
 

 

Gartmore 
Open all day  

 
Valentines Day Disco 
14th February 2004 
 8.30 pm – 12.30 am 

01877 382 225 
We cater for weddings, functions, bus 

parties, walkers, cyclists & families 
TRANSPORT ARRANGED 

 

I know we all have a lot to thank 
Father Christmas for, but let’s not 
forget his younger brother. Yes, he 
was to be seen in the run up to 
Christmas working hard round and 
about the Main Street of Aberfoyle, 
bringing festive cheer and lots of 
lights. On behalf of us all I would like 
to thank him for giving up so much of 
his time, and putting in so much 
effort, distributing Christmas trees, 
lights and snowmen and bringing 
festive light into our lives. Well done 
that man! (Off-duty he goes by the 
name of John Samson). 
 

A Big Xmas Thank You  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
While the weary residents of Aberfoyle take 
time out from the traumas of the past 
season, the David Marshall Lodge does not 
sleep.  Special forces operatives have been 
tasked to further enhance the profile and 
improve facilities, led by the intrepid Andrew 
Roberts, tradesman, part-time storyteller and 
veteran of two gulf wars (or so he tells me). 
Never have I seen a man so devoted to his 
lunch break. 
Rest assured, good people, the DML is 
moving onward and upward and is planning 
a few surprises in the coming seasons. 
None of these alterations will detract in any 
way whatsoever from the existing unique 
atmosphere and personal service offered: a 
comforting constant in an ever-changing 
world. 
Planning to get hitched this year?  Looking 
for an alternative venue for a surprise 
birthday party?  The Lodge is now available 
for private functions and business 
conferences.  Please check in advance for 
details, by contacting Janet Michael on 
01877 382258 
The Lodge breathes life again on Saturday 
February 7th.  In the meantime, the paths and 
trails remain open. 
Footnote: The David Marshall Lodge has an 
opening for the coming season for a full-time 
cleaner.  Again, details are available through the 
number given. 

The Ranger’s 
Corner

Cowal & Trossachs Forest District
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Forthvale  

woodland & timber services 
tree surgery 

firewood 
fencing 

chemical spraying 

Tel: 01877 387202 
Mob: 07803 615924 

 Contractors

 

Turtle Design 
Professional Internet 

Development at Affordable Prices 
 

Our services include 
Web Hosting 
Web Design 

E-Commerce 
Domain Registrations 

 
www.turtledesign.com 

Tel: 01786 469 852 

Information For All Patients 
Registered With The Following Practices  

Aberfoyle, Buchlyvie, Balfron, Drymen, Killearn, Kippen, Strathblane & All Branch Surgeries 
 

HALF DAY CLOSING FOR STAFF TRAINING 
The seven medical practices in West Stirling have combined to explore ways in 
which they can improve the care they are able to offer to their patients. 
One of the areas identified by the Practices is the training and development of 
doctors, nurses, health visitors, practice nurses and administrative staff, and, in 
order to address these needs, staff training will take place from 12.30pm on the 
following afternoons: 
 WEDNESDAY 28TH JANUARY 2004 

THURSDAY 26TH FEBRUARY 2004 
TUESDAY 23RD MARCH 2004 

WEDNESDAY 28TH APRIL 2004 
THURSDAY 20TH MAY 2004 
TUESDAY 22ND JUNE 2004 

On these dates the Health Centres will close at 12.30pm.  The "Out of Hours 
Emergency Service" will come into operation together with District Nursing and 
Health Visitor emergency cover. 
 

If you have a problem and require emergency medical or nursing care during these afternoons 
TELEPHONE YOUR HEALTH CENTRE AS NORMAL 

You will be told how to access the service you require 
REMEMBER, IN A LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY 

DIAL 999 FOR AN AMBULANCE 

CREATE (Community Resource for Education, Audit and Teamwork) 
This initiative is supported by 

Forth Valley Health Board, Forth Valley Primary Care NHS Trust and the Local Health Council. 
 

 

Community Council Report
 

It’s been a quiet start to the New Year, and 
after the frenzied rushing about in 
December I think we all appreciate this spell 
of calm. Thinking back to December, on 
behalf of the Community Council I would 
once again like to offer my sincere thanks to 
management and staff of Forest Hills Hotel 
for providing such a wonderful night for the 
senior citizens dinner. We are also indebted 
to Fergus Wood, Tom Dingwall, Liz 
Campbell & her dancers and Samantha 
Williamson for some excellent 
entertainment; to everyone who contributed 
raffle prizes; to Aberfoyle Motors for 
transport; to all the hard working people who 
helped collect raffle prizes, to distribute 
invitations and to prepare & distribute the 
parcels for the housebound. Judging by the 
lovely Thank You notes we have received it 
was all very worthwhile. 
Our first meeting of 2004 was a little too 
quiet. Thanks to various viruses and a lot of 
flood water the meeting in Aberfoyle was 
nearly cancelled. However our speakers 
from Stirling Council Waste Management 
department were on the other side of the 
floods and not only managed to reach us 
but also gave us an informative update on 
the re-cycling scheme. I think most of us are 
still struggling a bit with all these bins but 
more information is provided in this edition, 
and the Council helpline will give you 
assistance - 0845 277 7000. 

As the round of meetings gets going again 
after the break can I remind you that 
Strathard is an active Community Council, 
involved in several projects and groups 
around the area including the Community 
Futures projects mentioned elsewhere in 
this edition; members also attend the Stirling 
Assembly, the Association of Community 
Councils, the local forum set up to work with 
Scottish Water in planning the future of the 
Loch Katrine catchment area, the Better 
Government for Older People forum, and 
several other groups whose work affects our 
community. We are delighted to welcome 
anyone who wishes to learn more about 
these activities, or who just wants to know 
what’s happening around Strathard. 
Meetings are on the first Thursday of each 
month, in Aberfoyle, Kinlochard or 
Inversnaid. Or get in touch and have a chat 
with one of the councillors. Details on the 
local notice boards. 
And finally......the Community Council 
wishes PC Andy Faulds well in his new 
posting. Andy has always been a great 
support to us and the whole community, 
regularly attending meetings, available for 
advice at all times and we shall miss him. 
Kev and Ricky are ready to step in however 
and we will be looking at community policing 
issues at our next meeting - Kinlochard Hall, 
7.30 pm on Thursday 5th February 2004. 
See you all there. 

Ros Dingwall
 

 



 
 

 A Professional Service From

 

Kirkton House, Duchray Road, Aberfoyle, Stirling FK8 3XB 

Full Electrical Service 
Domestic & Commercial 

Installation, Periodic & Portable
Appliance Testing&Certification 
 

Also Data & CCTV Systems 
Quality Work Guaranteed 
Regular Customers Scotland Wide
Glasgow * Falkirk * Stirling 

Tel 01877 382 088 or 07796 331451 

www.acelectricaluk.co.uk
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 National Park News

Pàirc Nàiseanta Loch Laomainn is nan Tròisichean

Welcome to a new year, a new dawn, a year of promise and, 
hopefully, of promises fulfilled! 
Edging towards fulfilment - but still a way off - is the Park’s 
transport strategy. As I have previously reported the Park 
Authority has put in place a transport group to work with the 
various transport providers (and regulators) to identify 
schemes best suited to the Park’s communities and visitors. 
Haulage is, of course, included in the deliberations because 
of the additional considerations of the environment and 
infrastructure needs. Work is progressing, but in the 
meantime, we have produced a booklet "Exploring the 
National Park by Ferry, Bus or Train" which incorporates 
timetables of the various services in and around the Park. 
Copies are available FREE from all National Park offices, 
including Ranger Service offices, and some local shops. If 
you have any difficulty obtaining a copy please phone the 
Park HQ on 01389 722600. 
The years 2010 and 2020 may seem a long way off but as 
the dates set for the Scottish Executive’s renewable energy 
targets they are relatively close. 18% by 2010 and 40% by 
2020.   The main sources of renewables challenging the 
Park Authority are Wind, Hydro and Bio Mass each of which 
can have a considerable impact on the National Park.  The 
Scottish Executive seminar I attended appeared to indicate 
a heavy leaning towards Wind but that seemed to be fuelled 
by the activity from that sector to provide the necessary 
schemes. As yet the Scottish Executive is the Planning 
Authority for schemes producing 50 megawatts and 
additionally the UK Government can sanction energy 
schemes under the Electricity Act.   In our submissions to 
the Scottish Executive we are highlighting that, whilst we 
embrace the need for renewable schemes, the Park 
Authority needs to have the power to exclude schemes 
which we judge to be harmful to the special status of the 
Park. 
That some renewable schemes will be housed in the Park 
seems inevitable but provided we have the necessary 
controls in place they can be beneficial. One area which 
could benefit our communities is Bio Mass. This refers to the 

use of crops or by-products for energy production. With 
many of our forests ripe for harvesting we are examining 
whether it would be possible to introduce such a scheme. As 
ever I am hopeful that local jobs could be forthcoming. 
As some of you will be aware, Local Authorities are no 
longer able to build social housing. That role is now fulfilled 
by Community Scotland who provide the funding for 
Registered Social Landlords - housing associations to you 
and me. But life is never that simple. Under the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2001 the Local Authorities are required to 
produce a Local Housing Strategy. What that boils down to 
is that the local authority has to identify its area’s housing 
need and then liaise with the planning authority (and to 
some extent the providers) to establish the where and how 
of housing development. The Local Housing Strategy has to 
be with the Scottish Executive by April 2004. And, believe it 
or not, your contributions to the outcome will be listened to. 
Fortunately the Community Futures Areas Network meetings 
which took place at the end on January (Trossachs Area in 
Brig O Turk Village Hall on 27th, and Breadalbane Area in 
the Kingshouse Hotel on 29th) had as their theme "Housing 
in The National Park". Feedback from those meetings is 
being fed into the submissions from the National Park. 
Affordable housing is not an easily solved problem but a 
measure which had the potential to help i.e. the Right to Buy 
legislation, will, I fear, prove to be an extra burden. That right 
which was available only to Local Authority tenants has now 
been extended to Housing Association tenants from 2012 
and for new Housing Association tenants after 5 years. I 
may be wrong, but watch to see how many disappear from 
the local housing stock. A new year, a new dawn! Yes and 
full of promise. 
  

Post - Taigh Na Bhuth, Lochearnhead, FK19 8PR
Phone: 01567 830214 

email : owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk 
 

by Owen McKee 



 
 

 

Aberfoyle Parish Church
 

Once again we are starting a new year: for some 
glad to see the back of 2003 and for others, fond 
memories.  Now we can look forward to the end of 
the grey days and dark nights, and look forward to 

bulbs coming through and the glory of spring colours. We are 
truly blessed to live in God's country. 
Some Kirk News: On Sundays, the Port Kirk Service begins at 
10 a.m. and Aberfoyle Kirk at 11.15 a.m. Everyone is given a 
warm sincere welcome, so do come and join us.  
The Port Communion Service is on Sunday 22nd February. 
Aberfoyle Communion is on Sunday 7th March. 
The Guild: A very good New Year to all our members and 
friends. Our next meeting is on Monday 23rd February, when the 
primary school children will entertain us with Scots poems and 
music. At our second guest afternoon on the 29th March we are 
delighted to welcome back Callander Kirk Choir with their 
conductor Ian Milligan. You will be made most welcome at both 
meetings.  
The Boys Brigade:  Our junior football team played six matches 
at the Battalion five-a-sides, and finished second. We are still 
playing in the seven-a-side league at Dunblane and still holding 
our own in second place.  We are grateful for the parents who 
help transport the boys to matches and for the facilities we enjoy 
at Gartmore House for practice.  Help is needed from adults 
willing to become helpers or officers on a Friday night, either for 
the Anchor Boys from 6.30 p.m. until 7.30 p.m. or the Juniors 
from 7.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. If you have previously been a 
member of any of the Youth Organisations now is your 
opportunity to repay the fun you had by helping today's 
youngsters. Please contact me if you are interested.   

With every Blessing to everyone. 
Rev. Danny Gibb 
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To let you understand, we are opening a new 
centre in Central Scotland welcoming French 
students on educational visits to our country. 
We have chosen Port of Menteith, Aberfoyle 
and Gartmore to locate them during their stay 
here with Scottish families. 
Each stay lasts usually four nights with the 
children away on educational visits each day 
leaving at approximately 8am and returning at 
around 7pm each evening.  The result being 
that having them as guests does not impinge 
on your daily routine, in fact having the 
children can be great fun and a very 
worthwhile experience. This is very much a 
seasonal occupation which makes the whole 
thing achievable.  The students only visit 
between March and the end of May so there is no 
need to worry about not being available during the 
summer months when your own children are out of 
school.  Similarly, if you run a B&B this may not 
affect your bookings. 
No qualifications are necessary other than an 
understanding of children, a spare bed, a sense of 
community and pride in your village. 
If you think you have those qualities and would like 
to find out how you can join us, please contact us on 
01877 382565 and we will be delighted to come and 
see you to fill you in on the details. 
We must notify France by February 6th whether or not 
we have a new centre here in the heart of Scotland's 
first National Park.  We look forward to meeting you. 

Morag Hadley
 

 Last week saw the Scottish Parliament 
agree the first crucial stage of the Nature 
Conservation Bill.   As Convenor of the 
Cross Party group on Animal Welfare 
and as a member of the Scottish 
committee of the RSPB, I have followed 
this piece of legislation closely and know 
that a number of constituents have a real 
interest in the subject.  Indeed, I was 
pleased to be able to highlight some of 
the issues which could improve the Bill at 
its later stages. 
I have received a number of letters about 
the use of snares and whether these 
should now be banned completely. The 
Rural Development and Environment 
Committee has been collecting evidence 
for the Bill and has discussed this issue 
at length. It suggested in its report to 
Parliament that the Scottish Executive 
liaise further with Westminster and others 
regarding the use and regulation of 
snares. This will be one of the main 
topics for discussion at the next stage of 
the Bill. 
Another area mentioned in constituents’ 

letters is the absence in the Bill of a 
provision for the protection of nests and 
nest sites throughout the year, as well as 
in the breeding season. Both the RSPB 
and the Scottish Raptor Study Groups 
have made this point well known. 
Possibly the biggest concern for the 
RSPB however, is the need for a 
framework to accompany the biodiversity 
strategy. This should consider the key 
issues of priority species; actions, 
including implementation; monitoring; and 
reporting. There was substantial 
agreement in the chamber by all 
speakers about the need to look at how 
the biodiversity strategy will be taken 
forward.  

Sylvia Jackson MSP Overall the Bill provides a firm base 
for promoting nature conservation. 
However, there are a number of areas 
still to be improved and developed as 
the Bill moves to the next stages.  
I was also delighted to hear that 
twenty voluntary projects including 
one from the Stirling area has been 
allocated part of the £1.38 million to 
support community transport in rural 
areas.  
Planning is another issue which I am 
constantly contacted about by people 
from across the constituency.  Prior to 
the Christmas break I arranged a 
meeting with Stirling Council for 
community councillors to discuss the 
Scottish Executive’s ideas for 
modernising the planning system.  I 
am acutely aware that local input is 
essential in this matter and I hope to 
arrange a future meeting later this 
year.   
As usual I can be contacted at the 
Parliamentary Advice Office, 22 
Viewfield Street, Stirling, Tel: 01786 
446515 or you can email me at 
Sylvia.jackson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 
 



 
 

Letters to the Editor
……have your say! 

What do you think?  If you have something on your mind, let’s hear it.  There’s no better way to reach all the 
residents of Strathard than through the Strathard News.  Send your comments to The Editor, Strathard News, 
Schoolhouse, Inversnaid FK8 3TU or email:  editor@strathardnews.com 

Dear Ed, 
I am writing this letter after our recent conversation on 
the telephone about the state of the road leading up to 
the cemetery in Aberfoyle and, more so, the cemetery 
itself. 
We had cause to visit on 4th January as we wanted to 
lay a wreath on a very dear friend's grave.  Driving 
into the road leading to the cemetery was bad enough 
with ice, trying to park  on top of it was a nightmare,
but worse still had to come as soon as we tried to get 
into the cemetery itself: it was thick ice with water on 
top of it on every path alongside the graves. 
We were always brought up to respect the dead but, 
alas, the only way to reach our friend's grave was to 
walk all the way on top of people's graves.  I was 
walking along saying sorry to every grave I walked on.  
I felt so sick. 
I had my brother with me who is seventy, also my 
partner who is sixty, so you can imagine us trying to 
walk there. 
A local lady who lives opposite the cemetery was 
saying Stirling Council has cut back on their gritting of 
the roads in Aberfoyle and surrounding districts.  Don't 
they realize people want to visit their loved ones and 
can't do so (not unless you want broken limbs). 
I just thought I had to write this letter to let Stirling 
Council know how we feel.  Don't they take people 
into consideration when they are sitting behind their 
desks saying we'll take this place and that place off 
the gritting?  Let them try and walk over the ice and 
snow and see how they get on.  Come on Stirling 
Council.  Think again before anyone gets seriously 
injured because you are too mean to grit roads.  ( Why 
not put a grit box at the side of the cemetery?) 

Disgusted Visitor
M. Allison

p.s. I have also written to Stirling Council Roads 
Department about the same subject. 

 Response to letter from Amanda Craik 
 
 I was pleased to read the 
response by Amanda Craik in the 
December issue of SN but note 
that in taking any responsibility for 
our own environment we have to 
consider the safety of every bridge 
user, not simply the young and fit 
but the elderly and infirm, 
wheelchair users, visitors etc, not 
to mention the bi-directional road 
users who periodically crash at this 
"death trap waiting to happen". 
As chairman of the Community 
Futures Steering Group, I have to 
work with the agenda defined by 
our Community Action Plan. As a 
local resident and businessman I 
can have my own say - and this is 
it: we should place a 10 mph speed 
limit on the bridge from 25 yards 
either side - this would mean no 
unbearable imposition on any 
driver approaching or leaving the 
Manse Road junction with Lochard 
Road and should make the existing 
arrangement safe for all. If this is 

less than effective (it's usually 
local folk that ignore speed 
limits) we should take further 
steps - perhaps a RADAR speed 
trap... £100 fines to the playpark 
fund maybe? We should then 
consider the long term future of 
McGregor's field, ie whether the 
village community wishes to 
develop it as a feature of life 
here, and in slower time consider 
the right solution to the wider 
issue - long term village 
development, of which potential 
changes to our Forth bridge 
could be a vital part. Lest there 
be any doubt, I remain 
personally opposed to any relief
footbridge at Manse Road (we 
have a perfectly good footbridge 
already). If we cannot slow the 
traffic to near-walking pace, I 
believe we have to completely 
segregate road traffic from all 
other bridge users.... beyond the 
scope of a relief footbridge. 

John Epps
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Open Letter to Amanda Craik 
Your comments in issue no. 10 raised some 
admirable points and was certainly not short of 
emotional content.  I would wish that you 
treated this critical response in the spirit of 
mature and civilised debate. 
On the question of the sensibility of drivers: 
This situation does not exist; nor did it ever.  
Surely the recent enforcement of the non-use of 
mobile phones while driving is an obvious case 
in point. 
From my location at Bailie Nicol Jarvie Court, 
I have observed over a number of years 
constant indiscretions and blatant disregard for 
approaching dangers at the Manse Road bridge.  
Sadly, local traffic is not entirely blameless in 
this respect.  What is worse is that the problems 
are not limited to the bridge area.  If simple 
proof is required, perhaps you should stand at 
The Bank Corner at any chosen period of the 
day and observe how many drivers treat the T-
junctions at the entrance to Lochard Road as a 
roundabout.  Watch, with concern, the 
multitude of vehicles reversing back through 
mainstream traffic from just past the entrance 
to Lochard Road, upon realisation they have 
overshot their turning.  This manoeuvre clearly 
requires x-ray vision, since the hedge 

surrounding the Baillie garden is restrictive, to 
say the least. 
Perhaps you want to cast your eyes to the left 
and witness how many cars are parked on 
double yellow lines in front of the Co-op, 
despite the presence of a free car park twenty 
yards from the main street. 
I can also bear witness to out-of-town delivery 
vans, seemingly on a mission from God, 
careering through the calming zones on 
Lochard Road as if it were a Grand Prix circuit.
There is no escaping the conclusion that, for 
whatever reason, the "casual" driver chooses to 
ignore basic traffic laws and procedures within 
the confines of our village.  The clear and 
present danger of incident or fatality exists, 
particularly with respect to our school 
populace.  Is the absence of, or non-committal 
to the creation of a bridge to lessen the 
possibility of exposure to harm, worth that 
risk? 
On the question of youth development: 
In theory I am completely supportive of any 
initiative regarding this subject and 
Community Futures has already in place Paddy 
Nixon and his team to help deal with these 
issues.  There still remain some harsh realities 
which raise obvious concern, in light of certain 

incidents in the past season.  The less than 
eloquent message displayed on the 
amusements boarding during the high profile 
Mushroom Festival, suggesting someone 
inseminate the local constabulary, did not 
appear, at first glance to be a "cry for help".  
Nor was I swayed by the possible notion that 
setting fire to the bench on the river walkway 
was an ingenious improvisation on a barbecue 
theme. 
On a personal level, I have had to suffer some 
choice verbal abuse from local youths upon 
reprimand of such acts as throwing bottles onto 
the main road. 
If the youth of this village are to be considered 
our "bridge to the future" and deserving of our 
respect, why then do they themselves prefer to 
dismiss the huge possibilities you correctly 
speak of, in favour of more manageable acts of 
vandalism and wanton destruction, which at 
once negate the efforts of countless hard-
working individuals, whose very existence 
depends on the promotion of our village, our 
Forest Park, our National Park and our 
country? 

David Wilkie
15 BNJC
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C o m m u n i t y  F u t u r e s   

Local Economic 
Development 

Contact: John Epps 
Tel: 01877 382276

Now that the National Park have a 
transport coordinator, we have suggested 
that they consider a park-wide bus service 
to complement the existing scheduled 
transport services. (Full timetable now 
available). The complementary service 
could be developed from successful 
schemes in other rural areas. If all NPA 
vehicles were to burn LPG, and this fuel 
made available as part of a green fuel 
initiative for the whole community, we 
could set an ecological example to other 
communities.  At the same time it could 
create jobs locally in converting petrol 
vehicles to use LPG. Remember, LPG is 
20 times less polluting than petrol at the 
point of use.   Is anyone actually interested 
in halving their petrol bill whilst doing the 
planet a favour?  If Strathard residents - 
the readers of SN - do not show interest, 
it's not likely to happen here first and at 
maximum benefit. So far we're deafened 
by the silence. 

Craft Retail Initiative. The area tourist 
board AILLST are collaborating with us 
on this initiative which saw locally made 
craft goods on sale in the Trossachs 
Discovery Centre.  The intention to place a 
selection of goods in every TIC and 
National Park outlet has now been given a 
boost by the National Park. The Local 
Economic Development Action Group 
will be discussing with the NPA, the ways 
and means of achieving this, during 
February. Anyone with a craft skill or 
product made locally wishing access to 
local retail outlets, or local retailers 
interested in meeting with local craft 
producers should please contact John Epps 
on 01877 382 276, or e-mail 
cranaighouse@aol.com. 
STRAP Tourism Project.  More than 
eighty of us gathered for a Burns Supper 
and Ceilidh at Kinlochard Village Hall on 
Tuesday 20th January - to say that a dozen 
Irish guests from Co Mayo and Co 
Armagh were knocked-out by the drama 
and fun of a Strathard Burns Night would 
be an understatement! What a night it was! 
Our thanks to the organising group and 
those who so generously gave the food and 
musical services, especially Gregor Wood 

After having our disco just before Christmas 
at the Village hall, which was enjoyed by 
young and old alike, it has been full steam 
ahead for the new year with the daunting 
task of raising the cash for the improvements 
to the park. 
As we go to press the Surveyors have 
examined the park for the flooding problem 
near to the footpath and a meeting has been 
held at the Memorial Hall to look at designs 
of the skate park.  Also, we are currently 
sifting through funding applications and 
sending them in with caps in hand and a 
begging bowl. 
Looking further ahead, the AGM is to be 
held on the 25th February 2004 at the 
Memorial Hall at 1930hrs and everybody is 
invited to see how far the group has 
progressed and of course all help is 
gratefully appreciated. 
Another date for your diaries is Saturday 
20th March, when an after dinner speakers 
evening with football hereos from the past 
and present are invited to the Black Bull. 
Tickets will be on sale soon for twenty 
pounds and will be available from the Black 
Bull.  Posters will be distributed with a 
confirmed list of which players will be 
attending shortly. 

Kevin Chase,Secretary
 

Young People 
Contact: Paddy Nixon 

Tel: 01877 382898 
 

Environmental 
Improvements 

Contact: Ros Dingwall 
Tel: 01877 382668 

At last, after 3 years of planning and 
negotiating, work started on Monday 26th 
January on this very large project to 
upgrade the pavement on the south side of 
Aberfoyle Main Street, the connecting 
passageway to the car park, the Riverside 
Walkway and the car park itself.   
Unfortunately the Riverside Walkway will 
have to be closed for about 4 weeks from 
January 26th.  This is necessary for safety 
reasons so we ask for your understanding. 
However, weather permitting, we should 
have a vastly improved walkway by the 
end of February and a much safer and more 
attractive village centre by April. 
We have been given a firm undertaking 
that even if all of the works are not 

Community Futures 
Steering Group 

whose address to the Haggis sets a new 
benchmark  As for the Shamrock & 
Thistle Rural Action Partnership (STRAP) 
workshops, the 18 businesses involved in 
addressing entirely new tourism markets 
(not simply redistributing what we have 
put up with in the past) "worked their 
socks off" in a second two-day module. A
month of project work will now be put in 
by the teams in the three communities 
before a third module takes place in 
Armagh during February. Thanks are due 
to Gartmore House for their kindness, 
service and attention to detail in hosting 
the event and by no means least to SEFV 
and LEADER+ for significantly 
contributing to the business side of things.

Community Futures Action Plan Annual Review: The Community Futures Action Plan is the agenda for change in our community, 
based on the results from the Community Survey carried out 2 years ago.  It is due for its annual review in March.  The date, time and 
place will be published in the next issue of the Strathard News.  The message for everyone is that unless specific needs are included in 
the Community Futures Action Plan by democratic means, nothing is likely to be done. Funders are interested to know that the needs of 
the majority of the community are being supported by the initiatives, not simply the few who complain.  If you want to change things 
for yourself, young and old, and future generations, you (that means you personally) have to become involved in the changes now. The 
Community Futures Steering Group will help you get a result, but the work will be yours to be proud of. 

completed by  the beginning of April, all 
work and disruption will be kept to the 
absolute minimum during the two weeks 
4th to 18th April, during our outdoor 
Easter Festival "Tramping Through The 
Trossachs" 
The contractors will be writing to all the 
residents and businesses who will be 
directly affected by the works and we ask, 
please,  that if you have any questions 
during these works that you do not 
approach the contractors, but instead 
contact any of the members of the 
Steering Group who will be happy to help.
Phil Crowder, Ros Dingwall, John Epps, 
or Lesley Quirk 



 
 

 
New Coach 

Now available for hire 

Main Street, Aberfoyle FK8 3UG 

Tel:  01877 382341  Fax:  01877 382735 

 

Aberfoyle Coaches 
Coach, Minibus & Taxi Hire 
(24hrs 7days) 
contract, tours, parties, weddings, airports etc. 
Whatever the occasion we’ll be happy to quote 
Office Open 
Monday – Friday  0900 – 1800 hrs 

Forecourt Services 
Open from 

0630 – 1800 hrs   Monday – Saturday 
0730 – 1800 hrs   Sunday 

newsagent confectionery video & DVD hire milk 
sandwiches ice cold drinks off sales 

Garage Workshop
Open from

0800 – 1700 hrs  Monday – Friday
MOT’s WHILE YOU WAIT

servicing, tyres, exhausts, breakdown 
recovery & general repairs

We are also the main stockist for 
Calor Gas & CPL Solid Fuels (coal, logs, peat & kindling) 

NEW HOT CAR WASH & HOOVER 
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 Public Transport:  A public transport 
timetable has been produced for the Loch 
Lomond & the Trossachs National Park. 
The 80-page booklet covers the whole 
National Park area and gives details of all 
the bus, train and ferry services.  Although 
we can hardly claim the credit for this 
initiative, it is one of the things we have 
been pressing for and the timetable is 
available at various outlets in our area.  What 
we want to see now is a few more bus 
services in this part of the world to go into it. 
Paths and Trails: Shortly before Christmas 
we organised a two-day public consultation 
exercise. This came about as a result of a 
request by group members for support from 
the National Park Access Team to assist in 
progressing a multi-use community path 
network for the Strathard area.  The 
consultation exercise was designed to find 
out where people actually go, either on foot, 
cycling or on horse-back, and where they 
would like to see improvements.  
Held on 6/7 December 2003 at Aberfoyle 
and Kinlochard, phase one of the 
consultation was aimed at identifying places 

Roads, Transport, Safety, 
Paths & Trails 

Contact: John Digney 
Tel: 01877 382636 

A c t i o n  G r o u p s  U p d a t e    
Social & Community Issues
Contact: Margaret Neufeld 

Tel: 01877 386258 

If you log on to the website you will see it 
is still “currently under construction”. This 
is because our time, not to mention our web 
building skills, is extremely limited.  If 
there is anybody out there, amateur or 
professional, who could help with the 
design please step forward.  What you will
find there are links to the previous issue of 
the Strathard News and the editor’s email. 
According to the Community Futures 
Action Plan our group is also responsible 
for the Welcome Pack.  We have already 
started work on it and hope to have packs 
available by Easter.  If you have any ideas 
about what should be included or what you 
would have found helpful when you moved 
to the area, please contact us. 
We hope you enjoyed the splash of colour 
in the last edition.  However this doubled 
our printing costs!  So it was very 
advantageous that Community Futures 
agreed to fund that edition.  Many thanks to 
them. 
According to one of our committee
members who has to attend many meetings, 
ours are the most fun!  If you would like to 
join us you would be made most welcome. 

where community members would like to 
see improvements and possible linkages in 
the existing pathways system currently 
available in and around their homes and 
villages. From this exercise the group will 
summarise the information gathered from 
the completed questionnaires, and from 
maps that participants were encouraged to 
mark with their comments. 
 It is hoped that new members will join 
and help in summarising the information 
from the initial consultation. 
The group intends that the process will 
move forward in partnership with the 
community, landowners and other 
agencies to help form possible agreed 
routes that satisfy the needs of local 
residents, visitors and landowners.  
Phase two of the consultation will be the 
presentation of the summarised data at a 
public exhibition some time this year, with 
dates and venues being announced in the 
local press.  
A preliminary meeting has been arranged 
at Forest Hills Hotel on 3rd February to 
bring together those community members 
who attended the consultation sessions 
and indicated their wish to be involved. 
Anyone else wishing to be involved in 
future will be most welcome – please 
contact us.  

John Digney
 
 



 
 

 

by Wellie Boot 
 

The Garden  

Winter - "Well you won't be out in 
your garden much just now.  Nothing 
grows in the winter."  How often 
have I had that said to me? 
Winter is the season for cutting 
down, cutting back, clearing up and 
burning.  It is also the time of year to 
stand back and have a look at the 
shape of your garden.  Do you really 
want that round bed in the middle of 
the lawn?  It makes it so difficult to 
cut.  A curved bed round one corner 
at the bottom of the garden takes the 
eye through and makes the garden 
look longer.  It is easy to see the 
structure at this time of year with no 
colour to divert the eye. 
There are, however, flowers 
blooming even now.  I have 
beautifully scented, orange 
hamamelis mollis (witch hazel) in 
full bloom, its little bright worm-like 
flowers cheering everyone up; also 
that sparkling shrub, jasminum 
nudiflorium, with its branches of 
yellow stars, cascading like a 
firework.  It certainly brings some 
excitement into these dull, grey days. 
The name nudiflorum is derived 
from the fact that the flowers come 
out before the leaves on bare 
branches. 
Have you looked into the crown of 
your hellebores recently (Christmas 
and Easter roses)?  They are bursting 
with big fat buds just waiting for a 
spot of warmth to shoot up and burst 
into bloom.  If you don't have any 
hellebores you should acquire two or 
three, not one.  There are several 
different varieties, H. corsicus, H. 
orientalis and H. niger (the white 
Christmas rose).  They are rather 
promiscuous plants and cross-
pollinate, producing seedlings of 
different shades of pinks, purples and 
lime greens: most interesting. 
Next month things should start ever 
so slightly into growth again and life 
for the gardener becomes so 
exciting! 
Happy gardening 
p.s. If you have any questions about 
your garden please send them in to 
Wellie Boot, c/o Strathard News, Old 
Manse, Inversnaid, FK8 3TU. 
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If you have poems to contribute to Poet’s Corner please hand them in to the Post 
Office, marked for Strathard News, or email them to newsdesk@strathardnews.com 

Milton the Otter Hello children, 
Have you noticed the first signs of spring? 
The days are certainly getting longer and 
the birds are beginning to sing in the 
morning.  It also means that I can play 
outside with my friends much later in the 
evening, once I have finished my 
homework. 
The twins, Katrine and Duke, sometimes 
have homework too.  Just now they have to 
find out as much as they can about the 
hazel tree.  So, early one morning, Grandpa 
Otter took the twins, my other sister 
Braeval and me to catch the postbus to 
Inversnaid.  Jimmy-the-post was driving 
and delivering all the letters to the houses 
on the way.  We drove past Lochs Ard, 
Dhu, Chon, Arklet and Katrine on the way 
to Loch Lomond. 
At the Inversnaid Hotel we all got off the 
bus and went along the West Highland 
Way.  There were lots of trees: oak trees, 
alders, rowan and ash……and hazel. 
Grandpa pointed out the hazel trees, easy 
to spot because of their droopy, lambs-tail 
catkins dangling down.  Under a tree we 
found an old hazel nut with a hole in it. 
The shell was empty; a hungry squirrel had 
eaten the nut.  Squirrels collect hazel nuts 
in the autumn and store them for the 
winter months, when there is not much 

else to eat.  A long time ago King Robert 
Bruce and his men collected enough hazel 
nuts to keep them alive.  Well that was one 
use for hazel - food! 
We all knew of another use: firewood. 
Then Grandpa Otter told us about many 
other useful ways of doing different 
things with this tree.  The long thin stems 
can be made into woven hurdles, to keep 
animals in - or maybe keep them out.  In 
the old days, smaller branches were woven 
into baskets for carrying things. 
If a branch was cut with a piece of the 
trunk or root, it could be carved into a 
shepherd's crook or a shinty stick.  Hazel 
is supposed to protect anyone carrying it 
from danger or harm; very useful if you 
are a shinty player! 
Later, as the sun went down behind the 
Arrochar Alps on the west side of Loch 
Lomond, we started for home.  We 
splashed up the Snaid Burn, along Loch 
Arklet and climbed Beinn Uamha, to the 
start of the Forth.  Then it was an easy 
swim all the way back to the holt for 
supper. 
 
Bye for now, 
Milton 

Much Too Late 
 

The TV secretes its hypnotising glare, 
And the jingle of the news bulletin makes us suddenly aware, 
Aware of the killings that have taken place in one day, 
And the result of the people who never got away, 
Haunting images and scenes of distress, 
Flash before us, a political mess, 
Righteous civilians try to helplessly carry on, 
Yet as we listen to the monotone voice, we learn this doesn't last very long, 
It does not matter what these people have done within the past, 
Their lives can be stolen by one selfish blast, 
There is no excuse for any of these horrific events, 
Yet it does not seem to matter, to some extent, 
There is no solution as far as we know, 
But if we sit around and let it happen, 
It’s guaranteed to grow and grow, 
The world’s not safe and that’s the final line, 
Sooner or later we will all run out of time, 
And maybe when we reach that desperate stage, 
Then perhaps we'll finally become aware of how all those innocent others felt, 
Like being trapped in a viscous and hell-like cage, 
Perhaps then though it will all be much too late. 
 
Melissa Wardrope 
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Therapeutic Massage 

Promotes general well-being 
and helps ease back pain, 
stress, headaches, arthritis & 
asthma 

for more information call 
Fiona Campbell  Dip. T.M. 

01877 382603 
Society of Holistic Practitioners 

 

Domestic ♦ Commercial ♦ Industrial 

Stewart Hollington 

Electrical Contractors 

Tel/Fax   01877 385231 
Mobile    07885 841735 

 
Hazel Cottage, Cardross Estate, Port of Menteith FK8 3JY 

Domestic Appliance Repairs

The wildlife highlight over the last two 
months has been the observation of a pair 
of golden eagles for over 30 minutes. The 
female had prey and landed on a rock to 
feed whilst the male was circling around 
and keeping a pair of hooded crows away 
from his partner. Once this jousting had 
settled the male eagle then continued 
flying around the area and disturbed two 
greyhens (female black grouse) who flew 
off down towards Garrison Farm, the 
greyhens landed near two feeding 
blackcock (male black grouse) on a birch 
tree. Surprisingly the male eagle ignored 
the greyhens and continued to circle whilst 
his partner carried on feeding. Eventually 
the female eagle then took off having 
finished her meal, leaving the prey 
remains for the hooded crows to pick over.  
The mild weather and a rare sunny day 
produced a surprising new record for the 
reserve with five brown long eared bats 
being observed flying around a group of 
old birch trees prior to dusk. There is an 
old record from 1988 when a single brown 
long eared bat was observed in the area of 
Inversnaid Church (now The Inversnaid 
Bunkhouse and Snaid Coffee Shop). 
Scrapings and diggings from our resident 
badgers have shown them to be quite 
active during the long hours of darkness 
and a red fox with a thick scruffy pelt, got 
quite a fright when we bumped into each 
other early one morning. 

 A less welcome record 
was a mink in the vicinity of 
the boathouse on Loch 
Lomond. This mink, which appeared 
around the bottom of a tree at the water’s 
edge, took it’s time in observing me before 
deciding to continue on its travels and 
scurried across the shore and followed a 
burn into the oak woods. Birds on or near 
the water have been grey wagtail, 
cormorant, goldeneye, mallard, mute 
swan, common gull and a single great 
black backed gull. Other bird observations 
have been 21 snow bunting over Beinn 
a’Choin, ten ravens, one or two individual 
meadow pipits and wrens still out on the 
high ground, buzzard, kestrel, hooded and 
carrion crow (and hybrid hooded/carrion 
crow). On the lower ground there have 
been snipe, woodcock, stonechat, redpoll, 
pied wagtail, dunnock, mistle and song 
thrush, chaffinch, siskin, robin, goldfinch, 
greenfinch, long tailed tits, great and blue 
tit and also coal tit. The two pairs of house 
sparrow that showed up at Garrison Farm 
in April are still doing well, feeding from the 
fodder of the highland cattle. 
Finally the reserve recently hosted two 
Polish visitors from the Northern Podlaise 
Society for Bird Protection, who described 
the highland cattle as Scottish bison!  

Duncan Cameron
RSPB Warden

On the 30th of December friends (5 
children and 5 adults) arrived from 
Wales and Manchester to spend a week 
with us at Frenich, and to bring in 
Hogmanay at the Kinlochard Village 
Hall.  In the afternoon of New Year’s Eve 
it started to snow and before long it was 
practically a white out. At about 4pm our 
phone lines went down and at 6pm we 
noticed that we had no water, it had 
frozen! Things progressed from bad to 
worse and at around 8pm the electricity 
went off.  As we are fairly remote we 
assumed that this had only affected us, 
so after getting ready by candlelight we 
eventually set off down to the village hall 
party. 
On the way to Kinlochard we started to 
realise how treacherous the weather had 
become and it now seemed like the 
snow had turned into an ice storm.  In 
fact the world seemed to be turning into 
liquid ice. We also realised that we were 
not the only people affected by the 
electricity cut as everywhere was in 
darkness, including the Village Hall.  At 
this point we decided to try and find 
somewhere warm and safe to sit out the 

storm. We set off for Forest Hills as, 
being a large hotel and timeshare 
complex, we were sure they would have 
a back-up generator. How wrong can 
you be! When we arrived, there were 
two cars blocking the drive.  We left our
car and gingerly made our way up the 
long, steep, slippery drive.  The freezing 
wet ice was ankle deep and by the time 
we got to the leisure centre we were all 
thoroughly soaked.  But, alas, sanctuary 
was not to be found here.  Our entrance 
was blocked “because of the electricity 
cut, and the tills are not working so you 
can’t come in."  We were stunned, and 
no amount of reasoning would change 
the decision. Even cold, wet children 
needing the loo would not sway them. 
Therefore lacking any other choice we 
struggled back down the drive in the 
snow and ice and got back in the cars.  
We were about to admit defeat and go 
home to bed when we thought we would 
just try the Altskeith. When Tim saw the 
state of us he immediately asked us into 
the bar (which was closed) to dry off. 
They had a full dining room, no 
electricity and were serving food with 

head torches on!  So as you can 
imagine the pressure they were under. 
Despite their situation Tim, George 
and Val were as charming as ever and 
treated 10 very wet and cold people 
as if we were special guests. Within 
no time at all we were all steaming, 
literally, in front of the roaring log fire. 
We brought in the New Year in the 
warmth and candlelight of the Altskeith 
Waterfall bar, singing our heads off at 
the bells with Tim, his family and the 
dinner guests. The kids thought it was 
fantastic and our friends say they will 
never forget it - in more ways than 
one! 
Unfortunately, because of the 
circumstances, all our friends left on 
New Years day. We eventually had 
our phone and water back during the 
day and our electricity was restored 
24hrs later. 
Community spirit……! Thanks to all at 
the Altskeith for restoring our 
circulation and our faith, you gave us a 
magical New Year. 

Eleanor Campbell



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 



 
 

Trossachs Cab Company 

Luxury 7 Seater People Carrier 
Airport Transfers 

Local and Long Distance Hire Available 
Prompt & Reliable Service 

Competitive Rates 
 

Fully Licensed & Insured 

Main Street 
Aberfoyle 
FK83UX 

Your Local Private Cab Company

Tel 01877 382108 or 07791 598925 

 

 

We offer an extensive 
menu which includes 

an excellent Vegetarian 
Selection. 

Coffees∙Teas∙Snacks 
Main Meals∙Full Dinners 

 

MAIN STREET  
ABERFOYLE 

01877 382248 

 

Contact 
Stuart: 01877 382515   Mob: 07801 710584
John: 01855 831434   Mob: 07703 183105 

Plumbing & Heating 
Engineers 

Registered Gas & Oil Fitters 
FREE ESTIMATES 

John & Stuart Boyd 

13

Love him or hate him, he sure hits the 
nail on the head with this! 
To anyone with kids of any age, here's 
some advice. Bill Gates recently gave 
a speech at a High School about 11 
things they did not and will not learn in 
school. He talks about how feel-good, 
politically correct teachings created a 
generation of kids with no concept of 
reality and how this concept sets them 
up for failure in the real world. 
Rule 1: Life is not fair - get used to it! 
Rule 2: The world won't care about 
your self-esteem. The world will 
expect you to accomplish something 
BEFORE you feel good about 
yourself. 
Rule 3: You will NOT make $60,000 a 
year right out of high school. You 

 ABERFOYLE POST SHOP 

Tel: 01877 382 231 
 

under the new system  
YOU CAN STILL COLLECT YOUR 
BENEFITS AND ALLOWANCES 

AT THE POST OFFICE 
Please phone or ask at the counter for details 

Use it or Lose it! 

won't be a vice-president with a car phone 
until you earn both. 
Rule 4: If you think your teacher is tough, 
wait till you get a boss. 
Rule 5: Flipping burgers is not beneath 
your dignity. Your Grandparents had a 
different word for burger flipping-they 
called it opportunity. 
Rule 6: If you mess up, it's not your 
parents' fault, so don't whine about your 
mistakes, learn from them. 
Rule 7: Before you were born, your 
parents weren't as boring as they are are 
now. They got that way from paying your
bills, cleaning your clothes and listening to 
you talk about how cool you think you are. 
So before you save the rain forest from the 
parasites of your parent's generation, try 
delousing the closet in your own room. 

Rule 8: Your school may have done 
away with winners and losers, but life 
HAS NOT. In some schools they have 
abolished failing grades and they'll give 
you as MANY TIMES as you want to get 
the right answer. This doesn't bear the 
slightest resemblance to ANYTHING in 
real life. 
Rule 9: Life is not divided into 
semesters. You don't get summers off 
and very few employers are interested in 
helping you FIND YOURSELF. Do 
that on your own time. 
Rule 10: Television is NOT real life. In
real life people actually have to leave 
the coffee shop and go to jobs. 
Rule 11: Be nice to nerds. Chances are 
you'll end up working for one. 
 



 
 

Business Name:………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address:.……………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………Post Code…………………………………... 

Telephone Number:……………………………..Fax No:…………………………………… 

Email Address:……………………………………………………… 

Contact Name:…………………………………………… 

Please identify business category (e.g. plumber, guest house):……………………………… 

 FREE ENTRY IN CLASSIFIED SECTION 
 
I WISH TO ADVERTISE ON A: 

 FULL PAGE  £100.00 
 HALF PAGE  £50.00 
 QUARTER PAGE  £25.00 

 
 I WANT MY ADVERT TO REMAIN THE SAME 

 
 I WANT HELP DESIGNING MY ADVERT 

 
 I AM ENCLOSING ADVERTISING COPY I WISH USED IN MY ADVERT (business card, logo) 

 
Cheques made payable to Aberfoyle & District Telephone Directory 

 

 The centre offers a multitude of activities to 
groups and individuals. All activities are under 
the supervision of qualified staff, and all 
necessary equipment can be provided for a safe 
and enjoyable day out. 

EQUIPMENT HIRE  
There is a wide range of equipment at 
the centre available for any activity 
which you may wish to pursue. 

BOAT HIRE 
Sailing Boats - Wayfarers, 
Toppers, Optimist, Dart, 
Laser ll and RS400 

FOREST HILLS WATERSPORTS 
Kinlochard, Aberfoyle Stirlingshire FK8 3TL 

Phone 01877 387 775 Email foresthills@goforth.co.uk 

open to everybody....with something for everyone!

Also Quad Bikes & Fishing Rods for hire 

 

 

covering 
Aberfoyle, Gartmore, Inversnaid, Port Of 

Menteith and Stronachlachar 

Please complete the form above if you wish to 
advertise in the new Local Telephone Directory or 
wish a free entry in the classified section. 

Advertising rates 
•Full Page £100 
•Half Page £50 

•Quarter Page £25 

Completed forms to be returned to 
Eleanor Hamilton, Bruach, Gartmore,  

Stirling FK8 3RP 
 

BUSINESS ADVERTISING FORM 
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musical minors
music & movement workshops for babies & toddlers

 
Classes introduce children 4 months to 4 years to music. 

Nursery rhymes, percussion instruments, stories and lots of singing. 
Come and join in the fun! 

 

Starting 1st March in the Memorial Hall, Aberfoyle 

For details and registration please contact 
Yasmin Fraser 

Tel: 07789 486 086      Email: musicalminors@aol.com 
 

 

Primary School:  We have enjoyed a very 
busy start to the New Year.  We are 
delighted that 4 student teachers from the 
Faroe Islands are here to study with us for 
5 weeks.  Karina, Bergtora, Ester and 
Friogerd.  We hope they have a very happy 
and worthwhile experience with us. 
Our new topics for this term are: 
P1/2  Rainforest/Toys 
P2/3/4  Healthy Living/Egypt 
P4/5/6  Energy & Forces 
P6/7  Aztecs 
Congratulations to Mrs Elspeth Davis who 
leaves Aberfoyle Primary School this week 
to take up her appointment of Headteacher 
at Cardross Primary School.  A big thank you 
to Elspeth for all she has brought to our 
school.  We shall miss her.  We wish her a 
very happy future in her new school. 
Nursery Class:  Welcome to all of our 
new children.  We hope they will be very 
happy.  The theme just now is pattern work 
and there are many beautiful examples of 
children's work.  Consulting with children 
continues and I've just seen 2 beautiful 
pictures children have made to describe and 
name the 2 rooms. Thank you to everyone 
for your continued support. 
Carol A Omand, Headteacher. 
Aberfoyle Primary School & Nursery Class. 
 

 
We are delighted to welcome 
our new permanent teacher, 
Mrs Christine Carter, who 
joined the school at the 
beginning of term.  Mrs Carter 
and her husband have a life-
long love of Scotland, having 
climbed all 284 Munroes. 
They are in the process of 
selling up down south and are 
currently on the lookout for 
property in the area to rent or 

Water Freezing 

New Year’s Eve  
Freezing, Snowing outside 
Water frozen in pipe. 

Going to the hotel 
Getting washed with a cloth 
Water frozen in pipe                   

Only had a little drop of water. 
In pipe.    
 
By Mathew Simpson   

Back to School 

Back to school, yippee 
Rainy miserable weather  
Lots of work for me. 

Trip to Woollen Mill 
Thursday’s treat 
We all got a sweet. 

2004 not such a bore  
As lots of school for me. 
 
By Thomas Ferrie 
 

Christmas Holiday News 
 
On New Year’s Eve the power 
went off. It was very boring. 
There was no TV. There were no 
computer games. The power was 
off because there was a line 
down. I played Junior Monopoly 
with Mum and Eilidh my sister. It 
was two days before the power 
came back on.  
 
By Ross Walker 
 

buy.  If anyone could help, please contact Christine at the school.   
At the end of last term we were informed by The Young Embroiderers 
that the entry by Mathew Simpson (P5) was commended in the De Denne 
Awards in the Fruit, Fungus or Fairies category.   Mathew received a 
cheque for £15 and his work was displayed at the Fashion and 
Embroidery Show in Harrogate last October. Congratulations to Mathew 
and our appreciation to Mrs Margaret Burgess, who did such great craft 
work with the children.  

 



 
 

If you wish to take out a subscription please complete 
the information slip and post it to: 
The Treasurer, Strathard News, Glencleland 
House, Lochard Road, Aberfoyle FK8 3TJ 
Cost of subscription £10 
Cheques made payable to Strathard News 
 
Name: 
_________________________________________ 
 
Address: 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________ 
 

Tel No: _______________________________ 

 

Date: _________________________________ 

classified@strathardnews.com
Wanted 

 

 

 

 
 
Announcements          FREE 
Wanted             FREE 
Lost & Found  FREE 
Items under £50  FREE 
Items £50 - £100           £5 
Items over £100            £10 

Classified Advertising Rates 

Meet every Wednesday 6pm till 
7.45pm in Church House.  If you 
wish to contact a Guider they are: 

Jackie Gerlach 01877 339942 
Trisha Roberts 01877  382705 

 

1st Aberfoyle Brownies 
 

Information  
for 

Business Advertisers 
When you place an advert with the Strathard 
News we will continue to run it in every issue 
unless you tell us that you wish to cancel or 
alter your advert.   

To contact us  
Telephone 01877 382211  

or email 
advertising@strathardnews.com 

For Sale 
 

Announcements 
 

Strathard Community Council meets at 
7.30pm on the 1st Thursday of every month.  
Next meeting 5th February in Kinlochard 
Village Hall. 

 

  
 
 
Margaret Neufeld  01877 386 258  
Editor/Chair  editor@strathardnews.com 
  
Ian Marshall  01877 382 211 
Vice Editor/Chair   advertising@strathardnews.com 
Advertising   
 
Norman Quirk  01877 387 210 
Treasurer  treasurer@strathardnews.com 
 
Stuart Davies  01877 382 303 
Secretary  classified@strathardnews.com 
Classified    
 
Marion Back  01301 702 972 
Publisher   newsdesk@strathardnews.com
     
Dougie MacPherson  01877 382 564 
Reporter   clubs@strathardnews.com 
 
 
 

Committee & Contacts

Website   
www.strathardnews.com 

 To advertise phone 
01877 382211 or email 

advertising@strathardnews.com 
For assistance and advice on 

layout contact 
Marion Back Tel 01301 702972 
marionback@compuserve.com 

 Business  
Advertising Rates 

25mm X 25mm £5 
40mm x 75mm  £10 
152mm x 40mm £20 
75mm x 75mm  £20 
190 mm x 90mm £30 

Strathard News is grateful for funding received from Stirling Council   

Lexmark Z32 Colour printer.  £25   
Tel:  01877 382753 
 

Housekeeper 
I am looking for a Housekeeper to 
help me run a busy guest house 
just outside Aberfoyle.  Work 
would include helping at 
breakfast, preparing guests’ 
bedrooms and other general 
household duties.   
For further details please phone 

01877 382297 
 

Does anyone have a knitting pattern for 
fair isle gloves using 4 needles? 
Please contact Gillian on 01877 382024
 

St. Mary's Scottish 
Episcopal Church 

Aberfoyle 
Services 

Holy Eucharist 
9.30am 1st Sunday of 

each month 
11.00am on all other 

Sundays 

 

Kinlochard Toddlers 
Fridays in Kinlochard School 

Building 
(or the Hall next-door) 
10-30 a.m. till 12noon 

PLAY, CHAT, LEARNING & TOAST 
All welcome 

(Bring a parent) 

Situations Vacant 

Anne and Jimmy Wallace would 
like to thank everybody for an 
absolutely terrific night on my 
retirement from the Forth Inn. 
Especially Tris and Phil, the staff 
and customers for the lovely gifts. 
It was great to see so many old and 
new friends turn up on my special 
night. I also want to thank Robbie 
and Cliff for the music, which was 
great and the delicious buffet. 

 

 

With Thanks 


