
THE VOICE OF YOUR COMMUNITY

AC Electrical has started 2004 on a solid footing
after being awarded the Prince’s Trust Growth
Accelerator Loan; so far the first business in central
Scotland to be awarded this expansion facility. Mark
Strudwick and Evlynn MacDonald of the PSYBT
awarded Alasdair Campbell and Scott Baxter of AC
Electrical with the cheque for £25,000 on 15 March
which made up a large part of the funding package put
together by the directors to finance the next stage of
the business expansion plan.  As well as help from the
PSYBT, the Bank of Scotland turned out to be an
outstanding supporter of the company’s ambitious plan
and with their new attitude toward small businesses
and their merger of Corporate and Business Banking
divisions, they will make good partners for AC Electrical
who are setting to work on their already booked
£500,000 worth of projects for this year.

Campbell recently launched a new division
called AC Gold, a service aimed specifically at the
smaller but actually more important end of the market.
The concept is to deliver a professional service for the
professional person.  The service is tailor made for
busy professionals or business proprietors who are
focused on their day-to-day activities and don’t want
the burden and don’t have the time for maintenance
work or breakdowns at home or in the workplace.  A
team has been put in place to answer and deal with all
emergency calls that arise but more importantly to
conduct a maintenance plan for the given property to

try to ensure that call-outs don’t occur.  Scott Baxter
adds, “As our contracts division is busy participating in
the construction of properties large and small it is
equally important that the owners of these premises
protect and look after their increasingly more valuable
asset.  Imagine, if the selling party of a residential or
commercial piece of real estate can produce a blueprint
of their building along with evidence of the past five or
ten years worth of maintenance and improvements that
have been carried out and certified, how much more
that would add to the surveyor’s value, never mind the
end bid. This could be especially interesting if the
property market slows down, as many experts believe
it will.”

continued on page 11
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Welcome to Issue 13.  This has been an issue fraught with
difficulty and it hasn’t even reached the printer!  The
problem is that, although the committee can type, write,
contribute and persuade others to contribute, none of us
has the necessary skills to put the newsletter together -
except Marion.  However, with the success of her new
business venture, she can no longer devote the number of
hours it requires to put everything together - on top of the
time she takes to design adverts etc. So we’re having this
issue laid out at The Resource Centre in Stirling. This just
serves to show what happens when you put all your eggs
in one basket.  Talking of eggs, when I see the swans that
are evident now on the lochs, I know how they feel - gliding
along serenely on the surface of the water while paddling
furiously underneath.  However, maybe somebody out
there is reading this tale of woe and feels they could help.
If so, please get in touch with any of the committee
members (contact details on the back page).
It seems to be the same story with any committee working
with possibly unrealistic deadlines but the Local Telephone
Directory is out and looking great.  I’d like to thank the
committee for their generous donation of free copies to
be included in our Welcome Pack (did I mention the swan?)
We need your help to let us know when someone new
moves into the area.
We do recognise, however, that we receive a lot of help
from the community.  You only have to look at this issue
and the wide diversity of material.  Remember, if you hear
of some event you think we should be covering and can’t
submit an article, let us know and we can possibly get
someone to write it up.
On a brighter note, we are pleased to welcome David
Wilkie on board.  He will be a familiar face to many who
visit the David Marshall Lodge and is already one of our
regular contributors.  It’s always revealing to have fresh,
new ideas and I hope he’ll enjoy the challenge.
If you have a handwritten article you can pop it into the
Post Office in Aberfoyle or hand it in to any of the
committee members.

I hope you enjoy this issue.
Margaret Neufeld

EDITORIAL Local Telephone Directory
The Local Telephone Directory, or “Wee Blue Book” as it’s more
commonly known, is now available at the Post Offices in Aberfoyle,
Gartmore and Kinlochard and is also available from Isobel McGuire in
Port of Menteith (tel. 385253) and Margaret Neufeld in Inversnaid (tel.
386258).  It costs £2.
We only had 100 copies available at the official launch due to the very
tight timescale we had allowed ourselves.  From feedback received some
minor errors came to light so we now have an amended version.  Anyone
who purchased a “first edition” can trade it in for an amended one at any
of the outlets mentioned above.
We are also donating 100 free copies to be included in the Welcome
Packs which are going to be issued to new householders in the area.
Popular opinion has it that this is a “must have” for every household.  It
covers Aberfoyle, Gartmore, Inversnaid, Kinlochard, Port of Menteith
and Stronachlachar.

ON YOUR BIKE!
This April saw the Aberfoyle Bike Ride in aid of the Anthony
Nolan Trust being run in the Queen Elizabeth Forest.
Now a well-established event, this being the 12th year in
which it has been held in Aberfoyle, it was a well-supported
event, participants coming from all over Scotland.  The char-
ity bike ride was the first ever in this country and is still the
most popular and is the highest earner.  The organizer,
Lindsay MacCallum, reckons that, the benefit to charity
aside, the attraction is due to its location: the village of
Aberfoyle and the miles of forest trails are unbeatable!  This
was shown on the first weekend in April, when the event
was held.
On Saturday 3 April, 82 cyclists participated, having a choice
of 13, 26 or 39 miles to cycle well-marked trails through the
forest.  On Sunday 4th, the walkers came into their own,
with 50 doughty participants completing a 13 mile trail.
Lindsay admitted that the weather was foul on the Satur-
day, torrential and almost constant rain being the order of
the day but, despite such vicissitudes, the cyclist peddled
on to the tune of £9,000 gained for the Trust.
On Sunday, under perhaps slightly better conditions, the
walkers collected £5.000.  A marvellous effort, indeed!
Lindsay would like this opportunity to thank all those who
took part and, in particular, Lomond Mountain Rescue for
marshalling on the route and to the Forth Inn for their as-
sistance and hospitality.  It all helped to make the weekend
a success.
Further date to note: The Anthony Nolan Trust will be or-
ganizing a charity Abseil down the Wallace Monument in
Stirling on the evening of May 22nd.
Anyone interested, can contact Lindsay MacCallum on
01877 382149

Dougie MacPherson
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EDINBURGH MARATHON
On 13th June 2004, Colin Scott, Kenny
Lang and Ian Rodger will be running
in the Edinburgh with the aim of raising
funds for VETAID, a charity based
near Edinburgh which works with local
organisations in underprivileged
countries to prevent suffering and
hunger.  By active promotion of animal
health and welfare and improved
husbandry, VETAID aims to enhance
the environment within which the
animals live and that of people who
depend on livestock for survival.
All three vets are keen runners and
are presently training hard with only a
few weeks to get fully fit for the big
event.
All of us at the surgery feel that this is
a worthwhile charity and hope you will
agree by either sending a donation or
sponsoring our runners in the
Marathon.
I would appreciate if you could send
your donations (cheques made
payable to Isobel Ripley/Colin Scott -
Marathon Account) at the below
address or write your name on a
sponsor sheet which all the vets have
with them in their cars. There will also
be sponsor sheets at the surgery and
we are planning various “fund raisers”
in the reception.
With thanks in anticipation.

Isobel A. Ripley
Struthers and Scott -
Veterinary Surgeons
70 Main Street, Doune, Perthshire
FK16 6BW

Letters to the Editor . . . . . have your say!

THROWING “LIGHT” ON THE SUBJECT

“You can’t get anything for
free”!!
Well, at least I thought that
until I called in to the village
Memorial Hall in Aberfoyle
last Wednesday afternoon
(14th. April), to attend an
“Environmental Day” as
one of the events of the
recent Aberfoyle festival.
What a great surprise to
find the hall filled with
stands and officials offering
free advice and free goods to the local community. Items ranged from seeds to
carbon monoxide alarms and an exchange of old light bulbs for “energy saving”
bulbs.     Advice came from Pensions, recycling, worm farms and much more.
Oh!  And yes it was ALL FREE.
It was certainly well attended while I was there, with many locals from the
community as well as dignitaries including the Lord Provost from Stirling,
Members of Parliament, a representative from the National Park and Community
Councillors from several nearby local Community Councils.
Walking round and listening to comments, everyone thought it was an excellent
informative afternoon and it was obviously a great success.
Congratulations and well done to the Community Council and Stirling Council
for this wonderful event. I hope you will be considering a repeat of this in the
future.

Tourist, (Merseyside)

Editor’s footnote:
Some of the free energy-saving light bulbs are still available from Pamela
Abraham (tel. 382295) or Norman Quirk (tel. 387210)

What do you think? If you have something on your mind, let’s hear it. There’s no better way to reach
all the residents of Strathard than through the Strathard News. Send your comments to The Editor,
Strathard News, Schoolhouse, Inversnaid FK8 3TU or email: editor@strathardnews.com
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COMMUNITY
COUNCIL
REPORT

A quiet meeting this month, so I’ll be brief. We were pleased
to welcome Francesca Wood as a community councillor
for Kinlochard; welcome on board!  Congratulations also
to Alastair Beaton, who from June will be a Stirling Council
representative on the National Park Board.
Discussions on the car park alterations featured again: we
still have a lot of concerns over the viability of the new
design at peak times. All points raised are being passed on
at site meetings. Hopefully when the work is finished in
mid-May, with all the new white lines and other markings
in place, using the new layout will prove to be easier than
at present.
I would like to pass on my personal thanks to everyone
who contributed to our very successful Environmental Day
at the Memorial Hall on 14th April. Free energy-saving light
bulbs were available again, as were many other goodies,
along with a lot of valuable advice on various grants,
benefits and tax credits, all of which will certainly make
life that little bit better for a lot of people. Best of all was
the arrival of our new local Telephone Directory available
on the day at a very reasonable £2 per copy. The printer did
a sterling job producing enough copies for the 14th, and
hopefully by the time you read this, the rest of the copies
will be available to purchase in local shops and PO’s. Once
again, a lot of hard work on the part of volunteers working
in their spare time, has produced a result of which the
community can be proud.
Our next meeting is in Kinlochard Hall, but for this month
only it will be on the second Thur. of the month, ie; 13th

May at 7.30. Hope to see you there.

Aberfoyle and Port of Menteith

Kirk News
The main event in the Christian Calendar,
Easter, is now over, but the message lives

on: “Love God and your neighbour as yourself.”
We have thirteen weddings at Aberfoyle and seven
weddings and one marriage blessing for the Port Kirk
booked for this year.  May their promises made in love
continue for eternity.
The Aberfoyle Guild were delighted to welcome guests
from Drymen, Kippen and Buchlyvie to the meeting
on the 29th March, when the Callander Kirk Choir with
their conductor, Ian Milligan, provided a musical
programme which everyone enjoyed. Guild monthly
meetings are over for the summer; we look forward to
our annual sale in August.
The Boy’s Brigade: Our junior section lads competed
in the “seven-a-side” football competition at Dunblane
High School from September 2003 until the final on
Saturday 3rd April 2004. We played once a month and
played four matches each time. Unfortunately our
company could not play on two Saturdays missing
eight matches but we still managed to be runners-up
to the 5th Alva Section, only being beaten in goal
difference.
 The lads who played their hearts out during the final
will be awarded a trophy at our display night for family
and friends on Friday 28th May.
Our Sunday Services continue as usual; Port of
Menteith begins at 10a.m if you want an early start, or
Aberfoyle at 11.15am after your sleep in. You are
always welcome every Sunday. If you never see the
Minister, try looking in the pulpit on Sundays.
With every Blessing

Reverend Danny Gibb.
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I’ll start with an apology. In the last issue I gave the
wrong date for the launch of the Code of Conduct for
Loch Ard. Thankfully my mistake did not have an
adverse affect on the launch which was successfully
held at Forest Hills. Copies of the Code are available
from the Ranger Service.
The new  “season” is with us and so are the seasonal
Rangers and Field Wardens. I am particularly pleased
that we have been able to augment the field warden
contingent as their particular field is litter. Nothing has
attracted more criticism than the litter problem. The
Field Wardens will be uplifting throughout the Park
area. Uplifts in any locality should be on a weekly basis
but should a particular problem arise it is hoped that
we can rush in an emergency squad if needed.
However, we can all help by taking our own litter home. 
The series of Area Networks for both the business
communities and the Community Futures programme
have proved successful, providing very useful
feedback for the preparation of the Park Plan. One
thing that was quickly apparent was that many of the
people attending the Community Futures events were
also involved in the Business Network events. It
seemed sensible, therefore, to merge these groups.
The first of these area forums took place in Aberfoyle
on 29th April. I will report on this in the next edition of
The Strathard News. 
As some of you will be aware Scottish Water has
proposed a Land Management Scheme with Forest
Enterprise for the Loch Katrine Catchment.
Discussions on the proposal are well advanced and it
is hoped that the necessary legal agreements will be
finalised in the next few months.
Scottish Water are also in discussion with various
agencies - Stirling Council, Scottish Enterprise Forth
Valley, Visit Scotland, The National Park, Forestry
Enterprise, - on the future of the Sir Walter Scott and
the tourism business Scottish Water runs in the Loch
Katrine Catchment. The discussions have been very
positive and the future looks very hopeful. Again I will
update you on any developments. 
And so to Planning!! I am often asked how often the
Planning Committee meets and whether the Planning
Committee decides all planning applications. Taking
the latter question first. Planning decisions are the
responsibility of the Planning Committee but if every
application had to come before the committee the
system would grind to a halt. Therefore a policy of

delegation was introduced to allow the Director of
Planning and his officers to deal with certain
applications without direct reference to the
committee. Those which are reserved for the
Planning Committee are processed by the officers
and presented to the Committee with
recommendations. One very important policy of the
Planning Committee is that the Community Council
has a vital role to play in the planning process. If
therefore, the Community Council objects to a
planning application that application automatically
comes before the Planning Committee. And now to
the first question. The Planning Committee meets
once a month. We try to arrange the meetings so
that they are held in the vicinity of the proposed
development, particularly when a site visit by the
Planning Committee is involved.
The whole Planning process is under consideration
by the Scottish Executive and a period of consultation
is underway. One area fraught with problems is a
proposal for a “Third Party Right of Appeal”. At
present only an applicant can appeal against a
decision by the planning authority. The Third Party
proposal could open the floodgate of appeals by
disgruntled neighbours. But then we don’t have them
in the Park. Do we!!
As always I can be contacted as follows:
email. owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk
phone. 01567 830214
post. Taigh Na Bhuth,
Lochearnhead.
 

National Park News
Pairc Naiseanta Loch Laomainn is nan Troisichean
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RSPB Inversnaid
The black grouse on the reserve are
now lekking (displaying) well and
the monitoring of the lek (display
area) showed that our population has
grown from three males last year (2
adults and a first year bird) to four
adults this year. Now if you have not
been able to observe a black grouse
lek, it really is one of the most
magnificent wildlife sights in
Scotland. The blackcock (males)
display and fight with each other to
obtain the best space on the lek,
known as courts. This display
attracts female black grouse
(greyhen) to the lek. Eventually
mating takes place on or near the lek
area, but this can involve several
visits by a greyhen over a period. It
was early morning when I was
watching our four males lekking, and
the arrival of a greyhen seemed to
cause a massive surge of activity as
they all put on their best efforts to
impress the greyhen. However she
was not that impressed and
continually moved around the lek
area, flew back and forth and finally
settled in a birch tree whilst the
blackcock carried on lekking. Two

of the blackcock were still lekking
over an hour and a half later despite
the greyhen having flown away
much earlier! Black grouse have
rapidly declined throughout Britain
and here in central Scotland the
population has declined by 40% in
four years, 142-147 lekking males in
comparison to 230 lekking males in
1999.
A territorial snipe was also
“chipping” near to the lek area and
to my surprise a pair of curlew also
landed close to the lek area. Only
single curlew have been recorded
previously on the reserve, hopefully
the pair will take up territory and I
will be able to report their breeding
progress over the coming months.
On nearby Loch Arklet, a red head
smew (saw billed duck) was present
for eight days. Only 25 records of
this species have occurred in
Scotland this winter, its normal
distribution/range is northern
Scandinavia and north Russia.

Duncan Cameron
Warden

Spring is here.  This is, without
doubt, the most exciting season
of the year.  This is the time when
you look at your garden with your
body at right angles to your legs,
so you can spy all these magical
little shoots of new growth
popping up through the brown
earth; the new growth of the
summer of the summer plants
that will grow to be one, two,
three, four or even six feet tall.
It is an annual miracle which
never fails to amaze me.
Now to the work. There is so
much to do. Make sure all the
dead leaves and growth from last
year are cut back, burnt or
composted.  Get your beds clean
of weeds and moss (what
dreadful moss!) to give the plants
room to breathe and grow.  If the
bed is full of weeds they choke
the plants and starve them of the
goodness in the soil.  Lift and
split plants that have become too
big or woody in the centre.
Resist the temptation to plant out
little seedlings of annuals till next
month.  Lupins, foxgloves and
sweet Williams, however, are
much tougher customers and can
go out now.
Daldrishaig garden will be open
to the public - yellow posters will
appear in the village later.
The vegetables are beginning to
be sown in the greenhouse and
the beans planted out in the
garden.  This is all very exciting,
as vegetables are a new
experience for me.

Happy gardening,
Wellie Boot.

The Garden
by Wellie Boot
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After an amazingly successful 2003,
when over £16,000 was raised for
the Specialised and Emergency
Equipment Fund, much of the
desired equipment has now been
purchased.  It must be emphasized
that this equipment is over and
above anything that the NHS can be
expected to provide.  Since patient
participation and self-help is an
increasingly important part of local
health care, it was felt that it would
be of benefit to the community to
continue this work in some other
ways.  So the charity called The
Friends of Aberfoyle and Buchlyvie
Medical Centres was born and legally
registered.  Being a charity is of
benefit to the medical group in two
key ways:  firstly it gives relief from
tax through Gift Aid and secondly,
provides an opportunity to apply for
grants from various trusts who are
empowered to allocate funds only
to registered charities.  Fund raising
will always be necessary but this is
by no means the main object of the
organisation.  It is hoped to organize
the ‘Heartstart’ programme later this
year, more information later, and to
hold open days at the Medical
Centres where the new equipment
will be on view.  Suggestions and
discussions about future activities
will be very welcome.
Everyone in the area who uses
medical facilities, whether a member
of the charity or not, will benefit from
this work.  It is hoped that many
people will actively join the group
and take part in its development in
whatever way they can.
Membership of the charity is open
to anyone over the age of 18 at a
cost of £2 annually.  This fee is
simply there to cover administration
costs so that all funds raised will go
to the provision of new equipment
and services.  It is important that
the group supports the work of the

practice whilst not increasing the
workload of the medical staff.
The doctors and members of the
Practice have said that they are very
grateful to everyone who has shown
such enthusiasm and commitment
for what has been achieved so far.
They are anxious to reassure the
community that membership of the
providing charity is an entirely
voluntary affair and will, of course,
in no way influence the actual
health-care that any individual
receives.  From the point of view of
health-care provision, the Medical
Practice does not know, and has

FRIENDS OF ABERFOYLE and
BUCHLYVIE MEDICAL CENTRES

absolutely no interest in knowing,
whether or not you are part of the
charity organisation.
If you are interested in helping the
work of this community self-help
charity, membership application
forms are available from :-
The two Medical Centres, and
also Aberfoyle, Buchlyvie and
Gartmore Post Offices.
If you have any queries/questions,
please call any of the following:-
Kath Cosgrove – 01877 382570
Liz Fuller – 01360 850246
Mary-Lou Kerr – 01877 382789
June Naidoo – 01877 382224

Membership Application Form

I would like to become a member of  the friends of Aberfoyle and Buchlyvie Medi-
cal Centres and enclose membership subscription of £2 (cheques payable to: Friends
of Aberfoyle and Buchlyvie Medical Centres)

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS

For data protection purposes, please sign:
I am willing for this information to be held on computer

Please return to either:
Liz Fuller, Glenside, Culbowie Road, Buchlyvie, FK8 3NY or
June Naidoo, The Coach House, Tigh na traigh, Lochard Road, Aberfoyle, FK8 3TJ
Or leave at either of the medical centres for collection

Company Limited by guarantee, Recognised Scottish Charity No 034962
Registered Office: Aberfoyle Medical Centre, Main Street, Aberfoyle FK8 3UX
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Several new ideas for the future of
Strathard emerged from our
Community Futures Annual Review on
30th March, not least a scheme for
turning McGregor’s field into an eco-
tourism park - concentrate on habitat
preservation and biodiversity - all
buzzwords for what most of us call a
nature reserve.
Residents of Kinlochard will be
meeting to decide on the future of local
issues as this issue of SN goes to print
- these are exciting times and I hope
to report the outcome next month.

Mayday Springs
into New Opportunities
The well-known Arts and Crafts
initiative starts a new venture on the
1st May. A group of skeely Scots
people are setting up demonstrations
of traditional arts and crafts.
Visitors to The National Park Gateway
Centre at Lomond Shores over the
Bank Holiday Weekend from 1st to 3rd
May can try their hand and purchase
products varying from leatherwork to
traditional breadmaking. Thanks to the
generosity of The Gateway Centre,
those taking part can afford to
concentrate on entertaining our
visitors first whilst product sales can
follow naturally - this departure from

the conventional “crafts fair” will
contribute to the total product offering
of the area and is planned to feature
highly in future local events.

STRAP
The new tourism season is upon us
and most of us now have to get our
heads down truly “minding our own
business” for the few months that we
have guests a-plenty... meanwhile, in
partnership with our funders, new
STRAP projects are being prepared
for next winter. If you have a tourism
business and would like to be part of
a high growth sector, make yourself
known NOW.
The Shamrock Thistle Rural Action
Partnership (STRAP) is already
getting results as local businesses
report enquiries from the USA for
parties of four or more visitors coming
to the two Celtic home countries on
month-long visits to search out their
roots; Americans seem somehow
surprised but delighted to find an
enterprising group such as our own
willing to help with the legwork and
deliver a “total quality experience”.

John Epps

THE CO’S ROSE

The customers and the staff of
Aberfoyle’s busiest store, the Co-
op, (The ‘Co’ to old timers!) wished
a fond farewell to one of its longest
serving members, Rose McCrone.
Rose, at 64 years, had worked at
the store since the 1980s and she
finally decided to stand down and
spend more time with her family.
Rose was given a lovely send-off,
having a party to mark her last day
of employment.  The management
also presented her with a special
certificate.  She will be sorely
missed.
Rose later replied to all her well
wishers by saying:
‘I would like to thank everyone for
the flowers, presents, money and
cards I received on my retirement
on 19 March.
Thanking you all once more’
Rose

Community Futures
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Hello Children,
This is a really exciting time of year! Once the clocks have been
moved an hour, making the evenings much lighter, everything
seems to happen, almost at a blur. First of all there were the Easter
holidays, lots of chocolate to eat and the Great Egg Rolling
Contest. Would you believe that Braeval won that again? I think
she must secretly fill her egg with concrete! If only I could find an
egg laid by the dragon of Strathard, I might just have a chance -
next year.
We were already in the middle of T4, Tramping Through The
Trossachs.  Wherever you looked there were walkers, tramping
through the ghosts on the Ghost Walk to Stronmacnair, tip-toeing
between the faeries in the Faery Glen or striving to raise money
for The Anthony Nolan Trust Fund. There were many other
activities going on as well.
Then it was History Week, with organized visits to places of
interest: Duke Murdoch’s Castle on Loch Ard, and the graveyard
at Stronmacnair, the most haunted place in Scotland. Grandpa
Otter is full of stories about the history of this area. Grandpa took
the twins, Duke and Katrine, to Loch Ard to get a couple of duck
eggs for the Egg Rolling. He showed them the hilltop at Dun Dubh,
where the Romans built a Fort in AD83. The Romans were soon
chased away by a local tribe, the Attacottii, who not only wanted
to kill them - but eat them too!
Next it was Beltane, the spring festival of the ancient Celts. In the
old days, when mum and dad were young, a special bannock was
baked with one piece of charcoal hidden inside. Whoever got the
charcoal was supposed to die to ensure a good harvest! That sounds
pretty gruesome! Beltane is also the time when the faery world is
opened to human beings - if you are brave enough to enter. Rory
the Stag, George the Hare, Braeval and I went to the Faery Hill
outside Aberfoyle. We could hear music and there were Robbie
and Sandy playing tunes and all the Little People dancing around.

Bye for now, Milton.

Milton the Otter DAVID MARSHALL LODGE,
ABERFOYLE
Ospreys celebrate their
50th Anniversary

It has now been 50 years since Ospreys re-colonized
Scotland. In this time they have successfully re-colonized
many parts of the country. To celebrate this, Forestry
Commission Scotland in partnership with RSPB, will have
live pictures of an Ospreys nest showing in the Wildlife
Room at the David Marshall Lodge Aberfoyle. The viewing
room has been kitted out to resemble a field station. There
will be a member of staff on hand to answer questions and
the kids can experience what it will be like inside a field
station.
Come along and get an insight into one of Scotland’s most
spectacular birds of prey, the distances they cover in a year
to get here, their feeding habits, breeding patterns, nest
building skills and follow the young from egg hatching to
fledging.
Also showing will be live pictures of Raven, Peregrine Falcon,
Blue Tit and Pine Martin (animals permitting). Look out for
the dates when you can help the rangers ring the Barn
Owls.
Other attractions at the Lodge include the newly opened
kids adventure playground and the new look forest shop,
not forgetting Liz MacGregor’s Coffee shop. It is hoped
that we will be able to offer cycle hire soon from the Lodge
in conjunction with Wheels  of Callander, allowing you to
explore more of the Forest.
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Taming the Dragon
“Being a potter is a great excuse to get
your hands dirty and have fun, “ jokes
Iona Cowderoy, potter and pottery
teacher.
On the banks of Loch Ard you can see
two little wooden huts that resemble
wendy houses . This is where Iona
Cowderoy has recently set up her
pottery and gas kiln.  The kiln has been
working for a little over a year.  During
that time, it has been put to much use
firing quite a number of pots. “ It never
ceases to be a pleasure to look out of
the pottery window onto the peaceful
view of the loch and observe the
changing seasons,” Iona says. On good
days the pottery window is wide open,
pots drying on the window sill and arms
exposed to the sun. On colder days it is
a cosy refuge.
Iona has been making pots for twenty
years. She trained initially under the
inspiring potter, Shirley Bracewell at
Drymen Pottery.  This very good and
thorough training in pottery has stayed
with Iona over the years.
In 1982, Iona had the unusual and
unforgettable experience working in a
pottery in Japan for six months. This
reinforced the training in Drymen and
skills were developed.  Iona still uses
many designs she learnt in Japan.
Moving to the U.S.A. and having children
meant that pottery took second place.
However, Iona started to teach children

and did some of her own work too.
“That’s the beauty of doing something
like this: you can put it down for a while
and pick it up later as one’s life
changes,” she says.
On Iona’s return to Scotland in 1994, she
once again spent some time working
under the careful tuition of Shirley
Bracewell. Shirley, and Iona’s husband,
James, encouraged and finally
persuaded Iona to set up her own
workshop at home.  “Without the
continuous support from James, I would
not be making pots and firing them at
home, that’s for sure,” Iona says.  “When
I first used the kiln I had to make a firing
date in the diary with him because the
whole thing rather terrified me!” she

admits.  Now, she is prepared to take
on the kiln alone.  “It’s rather like taming
a dragon,” she laughs.
Iona enjoys making domestic ware and
is happy to do commissions.  Iona’s
work is for sale.  It is possible to contact
her directly to find out more.  Otherwise
there are pieces in A2Z in Aberfoyle.
She explains, “I like my work to be used
and do my best to make it look nice too.
The whole process is a continual
learning experience which makes it so
very interesting.”
Twice a week Iona holds classes for
children in her workshop.  These are an
opportunity to enjoy some time creating
and having a good old chinwag!
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Code of Conduct
The first of three new
voluntary codes of
conduct to promote
responsible use of
Lochs Earn, Eck and
Ard was officially
launched on 24 March
2004. Chairman of the
Loch Ard Recreation
Working Group, David
Miller, and Convener of
Loch Lomond and The
Trossachs National
Park Authority, Gillie
Thomson gathered at
the Forest Hills Hotel
near Aberfoyle to
launch the code for
Loch Ard.
Local working groups,
comprising residents,
users and other
interested parties, well

placed to provide advice on the future management
of each loch, produced the codes of conduct during
last year.
Speaking at the launch of the Loch Ard Code of
Conduct, David Miller said, ”It is in the best interests
of all those who want to make use of the wonderful
facilities in the National Park to have a clear
understanding and appreciation of the surrounding

lochs. I am delighted that we now have this clear
guidance for people using Loch Ard.”
Each leaflet contains guidance on a wide range of
subjects including speeds, access and other local
issues and information. They will be widely available
throughout the area at National Park area offices,
launch sites, water sports centres and fishing tackle
shops. National Park Rangers will carry supplies with
them and will be happy to discuss or explain local
issues with both residents and visitors.
Gillie Thomson also welcomed the Code on behalf of
the National Park Authority, “The formation of a whole
series of Loch Recreation Management groups is only
one of a number of ways in which the Park Authority
is engaging with residents, businesses and visitors in
the park. They are a very important part of the
information and debate required to enable reasoned
and balanced decisions to be taken on management.”

continued from page one

At the out set the ‘gold service’ will provide cover for all
electrical testing, maintenance, and installations, fire alarms,
security systems and communication networks, plumbing
ventilation and heating.  Even electrical appliances and their
particulars can be kept on file at the Head Office and servicing
managed as required. If, at any stage, a problem arises with any
of the above one phone call will resolve all! Although the company
does act as principal contractor on occasion, Campbell wants to
see his new division produce the required service before they
expand to provide a complete facilities management to the local
marketplace.

Obviously the last three years have been a bit of a whirlwind
for the founding director, taking the company from a standing start
to an estimated million pound turnover this year. Excitement and
frustration have been common emotions during the daily operation
for the young entrepreneur.  He points a large amount of the
success to his customer base which includes large companies
including Scottish Water, Tannson and MacDonald Hotels.  As
equally important was the support from local people, such as,
Russel McKeand, the Aberfoyle Medical Centre, Fergus Wood
and his staff at the Wool Centre, The Delicatessen, Dr Fleming,

Jackie Gerlach, Margaret Neufeld, Pamela Abraham, Aileen Yates,
Moira Roach, Andrew and Jean Orr, Scott Baxter, Peter
Sunderland and the Port of Menteith Village Hall.

The old saying is, “Your customer is always no.1 priority
but”, as Campbell adds, “a good employee should be a close
no.2,” and the company would never have grown, or lasted the
way it has if it wasn’t for its committed staff and workforce.  The
company feels as equally committed to its employees as it does
to its customers and is focused on providing opportunity and
training, encouraging personal growth and a winning attitude at
all times.

The company ethos is to reward those who work harder
and smarter, always marketing the company well and adding value
to the company brand.

Presently three apprentices are being trained, all of whom
have the opportunity to progress through to directorship level.
The company will soon be looking to take on more trainees in the
summer months and school leavers who are interested in learning
a trade with a view to a future management position should apply
in writing to the AC Electrical head office.  Applicants should have
a can do attitude, be strong in common sense and have a good
work ethic.  At least one grade at higher level would be of added
advantage.
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National Park Squirrel
Survey 2004 /05
The red squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) is small and distinctively
reddish brown with a lighter underside, tufted ears and a bushy
tail as long as its body. Their larger grey cousins (Sciurus
carolinensis) from North America, which sometimes have some
reddish patches, are stouter and do not have tufted ears.
Red squirrels live in all types of forest and woodlands, though are
found in highest numbers in pinewoods. Their numbers have
declined sharply over the last 50 years, while the greys have spread
into deciduous woodland and gardens across most of the country.
Competition from the greys is thought to be the main reason for
the decline of the reds, with changes in woodland, disease and
predation particularly by pine martens, also possible factors. Red
squirrels are now protected by law and there are local groups and
action plans trying to ensure their future.
Both red and grey live in Loch Lomond Lomond & The Trossachs
and you can help our Countryside Rangers map out exactly where
they are by recording where and when you see either Red or Grey
Squirrels.
This will allow them to compile data for the National Park, and
also to feed information into national initiatives and identify the
places where red squirrels will most benefit from positive action.
Download the recording form from our website or call the
Countryside Ranger Service number below for information on
how to spot squirrels.

Scottish Red Squirrel Strategy
The Scottish strategy for red squirrel conservation was launched
in February by the Scottish Squirrel Group, which is chaired by
Scottish Natural Heritage and Forestry Commission Scotland and
includes local red squirrel groups around the country. Its main
aim is to maintain populations of red squirrels across their current
range. It recognises that we do not yet know enough about the

population in Scotland or their management and sets early
objectives to identify and monitor just how many we have and
where they are established, so that woods can be prioritised for
red squirrel conservation.
Full strategy is on Scottish Natural Heritage website at:
www.snh.org.uk  Email: enquiries@snh.org.uk.
For information about the National Park Squirrel contact - Steve
Nunn, Senior Countryside Ranger with the Trossachs Team, Tel
01877 382034  Steve.nunn@lochlomond-trossachs.org

Did You Know?
Young squirrels are called kittens.
Squirrels can swim and are right or left-handed.
Find out more at
www.snh.org.uk
www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/squirrel
www.swt.org.uk

Attention!
All clubs in Strathard

We know you are out there – but we don’t know how
you are doing.  So we would like to dedicate a page to
you so that you can tell us about you club, your
successes, or disasters, what you do and when you meet.
And what a great way to attract new members!
Our next deadline for news is 28th May so you have
plenty time to tell us about your activities in May or
forthcoming events in June.
You can contact us by phone, email, snail mail or just
hand in articles at the Aberfoyle Post Office.
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Sylvia Jackson MSP
writes;

At times, individuals and communities can
be affected by decisions over which they
feel they have no real power.  People and
those who represent them, especially
Community Councils, can sometimes feel
their views are not adequately heard.  This

seems to be largely because public involvement is seen to be too
late in the process of decision making or there is little or no
feedback.  This is why the Scottish Executive has made
consultation an essential part of its working methods.  Due to the
wide-ranging areas of work of the Scottish Executive, there are
many varied types of consultation.  Generally, Scottish Executive
consultation exercises aim to provide opportunities for all those
who wish to express their opinions on a proposed area of work to
do so in ways which will inform and enhance that work.
Normally, consultations involve a written paper which invites
answers to specific questions or general views about the material
presented.  Written papers are distributed to individuals and
organisations with an interest in the area of consultation.  They
are also available on the Scottish Executive web site.  In addition,
a new e-mail alert system for Scottish Executive consultations is
being planned.  This system will allow stakeholder individuals
and organisations to register and receive a weekly e-mail
containing details of all new Scottish Executive consultations.
The launch of SEConsult will be publicised on the Scottish
Executive website.  When it becomes available I would urge all
community councils and groups to register on the new system
and make full use of this opportunity, allowing you all to be more
genuinely involved in decision making, particularly in planning
decisions.
As some of you may know, one of the latest consultations published
by the Executive deals with Rights of Appeal in Planning.  The
Executive is seeking views on whether it should introduce new
rights of appeal.  If it does, how might the appeal system be best
designed and if it does not, are there any other ways to address
the concerns which lie behind widening the rights of appeal in the
system.  Very often planning can be seen as a ‘dry’ issue but good

planning decisions are key to the future economic and social
development of our villages, towns and cities.
With this in mind I organised the second of my planning
consultation meetings to coincide with the beginning of this
consultation process.  The meeting was held at the Council
Chambers, Stirling and Mick Stewart, Head of Planning and
Environmental Strategy gave a very succinct insight into how
widening the right of appeal would affect council planning
services.  I was delighted by the response to this consultation
meeting and I would like to thank everyone who came along and
contributed.  Joining local community councils and groups on the
day were guest speakers from the Federation of Small Businesses,
the Forum of Private Business, the Office of the Scottish Public
Services Ombudsman and Friends of the Earth Scotland.
The meeting highlighted both the benefits and drawbacks of
widening the right of appeal; namely through a ‘third party right
of appeal’.  What it did bring to the fore however was a general
consensus that local communities should be more involved in the
planning process; whether or not this should be through a third
party right of appeal is something I hope community councils and
groups will decide for themselves and submit their views to the
Executive by 30 July 2004 when the consultation closes.
As always, my colleague Anne McGuire MP and I can be
contacted at the Parliamentary Office, 22 Viewfield Street,
Stirling, FK8 1UA, Tel: 01786 446515 or by e-mail at
sylvia.jackson.msp @scottish.parliament.uk or
mcguirea@parliamnet.uk

Stirling and
Clackmannanshire Service
5 New Street,
Bridge of Allan, FK9 4NZ
Tel: 01786 831171

Dementia is the progressive loss of the powers of the
brain which affects over 61,000 people in Scotland. The
most common cause is Alzheimer’s disease. Other kinds
of dementia include vascular, Lewy body dementia and
Pick’s disease. What all these diseases have in com-
mon is that they damage and progressively kill brain cells,
so that the brain cannot work as well as it
should.
Dementia is most common in older people but can af-
fect people in their 40s or 50s or even younger.
Sunday 30 May to Saturday 5 June 2004 is Dementia
Awareness Week and the theme this year is Short
Breaks/Respite Care.
During that week the Stirling and Clackmannanshire
Service is holding a conference to look into the impor-
tance of breaks and what kinds of respite carers need.
From this we will prepare an information document. If
you are interested in receiving a copy, or wish to receive
further information about dementia, please contact the
Bridge of Allan office on 01786 831171.
We are always interested in talking to people who wish
to support Alzheimer Scotland – Action on Dementia –
so if you can, for example, help with a collection, or put
on a coffee morning, or wish to join the organisation –
we would be more than happy to hear from you.
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Heritage, visitors will now be able to come
to Argaty throughout the year, and our
guided walks will allow them to see right
into the heart of our farm without disturbing
the wildlife”.
Simon Zisman, RSPB Conservation Officer
said, “It’s tremendously exciting to see what
has been achieved by farmers and
conservationists working together. Both the
red kites and the programme of guided walks
will attract people from far and wide, in turn
bringing benefits to the local economy and
to the wildlife of the area.”
For those who want to help the kite project,
reports of kite sightings away from their
Doune core area can be passed to Duncan
Cameron, Conservation Assistant on 077364
77475 (with date of sighting, time and
precise location).
As this is a working farm, it is essential
that people book their visit in advance.  A
small charge is made at the farm that helps
to cover the cost of providing the
facilities.
For further details, including how to book,
please contact the farm on 01786 841373,
email argatyredkites@btopenworld.com,
or visit the website at
www.argatyredkites.co.uk.

As well as viewing the spectacular red kites,
visitors will now be able to book guided
walks to see the wide variety of wildlife and
sites of historical and archaeological interest
which abound on the farm. Over one
hundred different types of birds have been
recorded around the area, and red squirrels
and roe deer are regularly seen. The wild
flower meadows are rich in butterflies and
moths, and orchids are a particular feature
in early summer. Farming and food
production are central to this 1400 acre
estate, and on one of the guided walks
visitors can enjoy seeing the interaction of
agriculture, conservation and managed
access working together to show what
modern day land management can achieve.
Niall Bowser says, “After the enthusiastic
comments from our winter visitors we really
wanted to turn what was originally
envisaged as an autumn and winter project
into an all year round attraction. Although
the kites are starting to pair up and nest for
the season, there are still good numbers of
mainly juvenile birds coming down to the
daily feed, delighting visitors with their
aerial antics and displays. We are thrilled
that with the help of a grant from the Leader
Plus programme, together with support from
RSPB Scotland and Scottish Natural

GREAT DAY OUT AT ARGATY: RED KITE
FEEDING STATION
TO STAY OPEN FOR SPRING AND SUMMER

Following the huge popularity of the attraction over its first winter, Lynn and Niall
Bowser have announced that the ‘Argaty Red Kite Feeding Station’ in the beautiful
countryside near Doune in Stirlingshire is to stay open all year round. In addition,
guided wildlife walks will be run daily making Argaty Farm the perfect destination
for a great day out.

CHAIN LETTERS
Lately there has been a spate of these items of
unwanted mail which are addressed to
children. They purport to be from the Guinness
Book of World Records and claim that the Post
Office is monitoring them to find out who
breaks the chain; stamps are said to be
unnecessary provided  ‘Guinness Book of
Records for Children’ is written on them. This
is not true. Royal Mail know nothing of such
an arrangement. I have my doubts as to
whether the Guinness Book of Records knows
anything about them either. Items posted
without stamps are surcharged at a cost to the
addressee of £1.21p. There seems to be no
point to the letters except to cause
disappointment to children who are told that
they will receive a thank you letter in a month’s
time. Perhaps parents could warn their
children about these letters and help stop this
latest con.

Port of Menteith Primary School
The summer term has lots to look forward to
for the pupils of Port of Menteith. Primary 4
to 7 have swimming lessons and take a weekly
trip to dry-slope ski-ing. The pupils’ ambitious
animation project is progressing and their hard
work in the garden continues.
   The PTA Summer BBQ has a 1970’s theme
and is on the evening of June 4th, followed
the next day by a sponsored walk up Ben Ledi
organised by the School Board and The
Rotary.
   This is the new Board’s first year and it is
already moving forward in its aim to develop
and strengthen partnership between parents,
the local community and the school. It has an
important role in school affairs. The next
meeting is 15th May 7.30pm in the school and
all are welcome. A notice-board of Board
business and contact details is in the school.
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Tree House at Kirkton Farm

A safety issue has arisen concerning the building, many
years ago, of a tree house by local children in Aberfoyle.
These children have probably grown into adults themselves,
leaving the tree house for today’s children to play in.
Forestry Commission Scotland, who owns the land but
leases it to a local farmer, is concerned about the safety of
the tree house structure.  The tree house is on land behind
houses on the Manse Road, Aberfoyle.
I am writing to ask the local mums and dads if anyone is
interested in taking on the responsibility of the tree house
structure.  It would mean safety checks being carried out
on a regular basis and a report being sent to Forestry
Commission Scotland.
If no-one is willing to take on the responsibility for the tree
house safety, Forestry Commission Scotland will,
unfortunately have to remove the tree house for safety
reasons by Monday 24th May, 2004.
Not wishing to spoil the children’s fun, Forestry
Commission Scotland has built a new play park at The David
Marshall Lodge with slides, climbing frames, rope swings
and much more.
If you are interested, contact me. Charles Stewart
01877 382709

Inversnaid Goats
Their importance to our

 heritage and tourism

Tracy Livingstone
of the British Feral Goat Research Group

will be giving a presentation about feral goats
on Sunday 9 th May at 7 p.m.

in the Inversnaid Bunkhouse (The Old Church)

The situation at Inversnaid and Loch Lomond is
extremely worrying as the goats are in danger of
becoming extinct. If you are concerned by the
dwindling goat numbers in the area please come along
and find out what you can do to help.

Tel: 01301 702970 email: hostel@inversnaid.com

Some of the Cast
from Oliver (see

last issue)

The Rangers’ Corner

A Day in the Life

Of spending all our working days
Living and breathing Nature’s ways;
Amidst spring and summer’s glorious rays
And autumn and winter’s captivating glaze;
Of sharing a belief in all that is good
In the forest….with its ever-changing mood;
Of being educated to be upstanding
And using that education to show understanding…
…But before you bask in our sense of glory…
…Listen to the cutting edge of this story…
Of chopping trees in torrential rains
And clearing all those pesky drains;
Of mowing grass and checking trails
And cleaning toilets with mop and pails;
Of getting knee-deep in a murky bog
And seeking the owner of that cute lost dog;
Of putting out those weekend fires
And collecting old discarded tyres;
Of suffering poachers’ spurious reports
And filling out endless reports;
Of clearing paths and scooping poop
And being on hand for the visiting group:
Though we delight (?) in all of these tasks,
Sometimes we wear the thickest of masks
To hide the one thing which makes us bitter…
The picking up of other people’s litter…
TAKE IT HOME!!
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Website  www.strathardnews.com

classified@strathardnews.com

Kinlochard Toddlers
Fridays in Kinlochard School Building

(or the Hall next-door)
10-30 a.m. till 12noon

PLAY, CHAT, LEARNING & TOAST
All welcome

(Bring a parent)

Announcements

Information
For

Business Advertisers
When you place an advert with the Strathard
News we will continue to run it in every issue
unless you tell us that you wish to cancel or
alter your advert.

To contact us
Telephone 01877 382211

or email
advertising@strathardnews.com

Classified
Advertising

Rates

Business
Advertising

Rates

If you wish to take out a subscription please complete
the information slip and post it to:
The Treasurer, Strathard News, Glencleland
House, Lochard Road, Aberfoyle FK8 3TJ
Cost of subscription £10
Cheques made payable to Strathard News

Name:

Address:

Tel No:
Date:

Announcements FREE
Wanted FREE
Lost & Found FREE
Items under £50 FREE
Items £50 - £100 £5
Items over £100 £10

25mm X 25mm £5
40mm x 75mm £10
152mm x 40mm £20
75mm x 75mm £20
190 mm x 90mm £30

To advertise phone
01877 382211 or email

advertising@strathardnews.com
For assistance and advice on

layout contact
Marion Back Tel: 0131702972
marionback@compuserve.com

Committee & Contacts

Margaret Neufeld 01877 386 258
Editor/Chair editor@strathardnews.com

Ian Marshall 01877 382 211
Vice Editor/Chair advertising@strathardnews.com
Advertising

Norman Quirk 01877 387 210
Treasurer treasurer@strathardnews.com

Stuart Davies 01877 382 303
Secretary classified@strathardnews.com
Classified

Marion Back 01301 702 972
Publisher newsdesk@strathardnews.com

Dougie MacPherson 01877 382 564
Reporter clubs@strathardnews.com

David Wilkie 01877 382 868

Next Issue due out June
Deadline for submission

28th May

Strathard Community Council meets
at 7.30pm on the 1st Thursday of
every month. Next meeting 13th May
in Kinlochard Village Hall.

1st Aberfoyle Brownies

Meet every Wednesday 6pm till
7.45pm in Church House.

If you wish to contact
a Guider they are:

Jackie Gerlach 0187 339942
Trisha Roberts 01877 382705

St Mary’s
Scottish

Sandy Stewart
Memorial Committee
for Cancer Research

Annual Plant Sale
Saturday, May 8th

Port  of Menteith Hall

Coffee will be served from
10-12noon and afternoon teas

from 2-4pm.
Plant stalls, Sales table,

Hamper, Raffle.
Contributions of herbaceous

bedding and rockery plants will
be gratefully received

Contact number
 01877 385253

Episcopal Church
Aberfoyle

Services are held
each Sunday at 11am.

All Welcome

Aberfoyle
Playgroup &

Toddlers AGM

Tuesday 12th May,
7.30pm  Horsa Huts

(Playgroup Building) 
Light refreshments available

All welcome

Strathard News is grateful for funding received from Stirling Council and Community Futures


