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The Czech Republic is providing the 
“international flavour” at the Aberfoyle 
Mushroom Festival, which takes place in the 
village this year between 21st and 24th

October.  
Czech Airlines are providing their head Chef 
for the cookery demonstrations and specialist 
dinner nights; Budvar-Budweiser are providing 
copious quantities of free beer; Zetor Tractors 
from the Czech Republic are amongst the 
sponsors in addition to the main sponsor, 
Stirling  Mushrooms of Callander and the 
festival will enjoy performances from Czech 
musicians.  Pavla’s Czech Puppet Theatre will 
also be providing some of the entertainment.  
This is something of a return match as local 
band, The Kinlochard Ceilidh Band together 
with  “Big Rory”, Mike Rowan of Stirling, 
 visited the Czech Republic earlier this year to 
perform at the Liberec Highland Games, the 
biggest Scottish Games in Europe.  
The Festival will be opened by the Czech 
Consul-General for Scotland at a beer tasting 
and musical evening of Czech and Scottish 

traditional music in the Scottish Wool Centre, 
Aberfoyle on Thursday, 21st October, 
commencing at 7.30 p.m.  Tickets for the 
event, which cost £10 for the concert and a 
buffet supper, will be available early October 
when the full programme can be obtained from 
all retail outlets in Aberfoyle as well as the 
tourist information offices throughout The 
Trossachs.   
For further information, call Fergus Wood on 
01877 387219. 
 

 

 

 

The first annual Community 
Newspaper of the Year 
Awards took place on Friday 
1st October in the Albert 
Halls, Stirling.  Local 
Community Newspapers 
came together for an 
evening recognising and 
celebrating the enormous 
voluntary contribution the 
newspapers make to their 
communities.   There are 27 
Community Newspapers in 
the Stirling Council area and 
the judges were impressed 
by the high standard of the 
entries.  Strathard News 
scooped two awards: 

Representing Strathard News 
Committee, Marion Back (right) 
is presented with the prize by 
Linda Fitzgerald. 

Earth by Dougie 
MacPherson, Issue 15).  
The top award was won by 
Croftamie Claivers, and the 
other winners in other 
categories were Fintry Focus 
(Best Article), Gargunock 
News (Best Photograph), 
Cornton Comment 
(Newcomer of the Year) and 
Killin News & Croftamie 
Claivers for Most dedicated 
Volunteer. 
The evening was a great 
success and provided a good 
opportunity for all the 
volunteers to meet and talk to 
each other. 

Runner up in Community 
Newspaper of the Year
and first place for Most 
Amusing Article (The 
Black Holes of Middle 

The Sumava Pipe Band  
Stars of the Mushroom Festival   

Thursday 21 October 
 Opening Concert at the ScottishWool Centre, starts 7.30 pm 

Friday 22 October 
Czech Night at the Forth Inn 

Saturday 23 October 
Candlelit Walk and Fiddle Night at David Marshall Lodge

Sunday 24 October 
Closing Ceilidh, Covenanters 

 
Also daily at lunchtime in the Scottish Wool Centre 
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The Band was established in 1989 in 
Strakonice, the city in the heart of the 
Sumava, the nice and wild border 
mountains of the Czech Republic. All 
musicians are from the city or from 
the nearby area and most of them are 
graduates in music. 
The band is an ensemble cultivating 
the traditional folk music of the 
Sumava (The Bohemian Forest) 
highland, Sumava lowland and the 
Bavaria-Bohemia borderland. Its 
approach to folklore is characterized 
by an aspiration to get as close as 
possible to authentic interpretation. 
The band has established itself as one 
of the most premium traditional folk 
band of the Sumava Region (West and 
South Bohemia). 

 

 

The first performance of the Band was 
during the International Bagpipe Festival 
in Strakonice, in 1989. Since that time 
they have performed n Czech Republic, 
Austria, Germany, U.K., Italy, Belgium, 
Switzerland and Scandinavia. 
The band´s leader, Mr. Tomas Spurny,
graduated from both the Prague 
Concervatory and the Charles University 
(Musicology) and has published in Czech 
and foreign journals, organized two 
international musicology conferences, and 
is a member of the Academy of the 
Science of the Czech Republic. 
Musicians performing at the Mushroom 
Festival are Tomas Spurny - czech 
bagpipes, Vaclav Martan - e-flat clarinet, 
Pavel Reitmeier – b-flat clarinet, Kristina 
Kocova – violin and short violin, Jaroslav 
Fafejta – violin. 

 
Each autumn an art and craft exhibition is organised by the 
Country Pursuits of Strathard committee, and is held in the 
Memorial Hall, Aberfoyle during the Mushroom Festival. All 
local children and adults are invited to submit their work. Items 
of any standard are welcomed, so if you have enjoyed creating 
something and would like to exhibit it, here’s your chance. There 
are competitive and non-competitive categories. 
NON – COMPETITIVE: The majority of exhibits are usually produced 
by adults, but children are also welcome to submit items. Art and craft 
exhibits may be in any medium. There is no charge to submit items, 
however a donation of 10% is requested on any sales. 

COMPETITIVE 
BEST PHOTOGRAPH: A new competition to win the Strathard Cup. The 
judges are looking for ‘The Best Photograph taken in the Local Area’. 
Open to adults and children. 

CHILDREN'S COMPETITION: The children compete for certificates and 
medals. The staff and pupils at the local primary schools work 
tremendously hard so that each child produces at least one, and often 
several entries. Primary and high school pupils can also bring entries 
which they have made out of school. (See details of categories below) 

Art – a portrait of a historical character which could include collage (Max 
size including frame A3) 
Craft – a 3-D item using recycled materials 
Calligraphy – poems on theme of Nature 
Group-work – a Room in a Shoe-box (to involve pupils from more than 
one school working together) 
Egg-race – a piece of technology that would allow an egg to land safely 
from a height of 5 metres 

This year the exhibition is on 23rd & 24th October. Entries to be brought 
to the Memorial Hall on Friday 22nd between 4pm & 7pm. 
 

THE EXHIBITION 
Along with all the exhibits, there will, at times, be live 
craft demonstrations. Spinning wheels and scraper-
board will be available for visitors to ‘have a go’. 
Refreshments are served and there is a tombola. (Any 
donations for prizes would be welcome) Friends and 
relatives are keen to see the children’s work, so the 
exhibition is usually well attended. (This year we 
promise to have all the prize-winning entries labelled 
before the exhibition opens!) 
 

 



 

 

I must start this month with 
something I should have 
mentioned some time ago. Stirling 
Council plan to do some essential 
work around the bridge at Manse 
Road, to remove the trees and 
bushes which are endangering the 
foundations and stonework of the 
bridge because they are growing 
either on or very near to the 
bridge. If left much longer their 
root systems will damage the 
bridge. At the same time the 
Council will remove or trim back 
one or two shrubs which hinder 
the view of the bridge. 
Landowners will be notified, but 
since the owners of the garden of 
the Bailie Nicol Jarvie cannot be 
traced, I would ask any of the 
residents who have equal use of 
the garden, to get in touch with 
me right away, if they have any 
concern about the work. If no-one 
objects then the work will go 
ahead soon in order to protect this 
listed building. 
We met in Inversnaid in 
September and in Aberfoyle this 
month. September’s meeting was 
full of concerns about topics over 
which we seem to have very little 
control. 

The roads - particularly the 
Aberfoyle to Inversnaid B829. 
John Clow has taken on the task 
of following up complaints on 
roads issues, by hounding the 
Council on a regular basis. He will 
be delighted to hear about your 
favourite pothole! In fact we are 
seriously considering a ‘Name that 
pothole!’ photographic 
competition, with bonus points if 
you guess the depth of the hole 
correctly. 
Police cover – our local police 
now work out of Balfron office 
instead of Callander, which should 
make no real difference to us. 
However it is more and more 
apparent from comments that I 
hear, that the community would 
like to be able to contact them at 
the local office far more often than 
their time allows. 
The vanishing community at 
Loch Katrine – whist we are still 
negotiating to keep the Sir Walter 
Scott afloat by means of Heritage 
Lottery funding, no-one is left up 
there to provide services for the 
proposed tourist industry, or to 
maintain this once immaculate 
area. 

Happier topics were the order of 
the day at the Aberfoyle meeting: 
this year’s Senior Citizens Dinner 
on Mon Dec 6th; the forthcoming 
Mushroom Festival including our 
afternoon Tea Dance on 23rd

October; news of fund-raising 
events in Kinlochard in aid of their 
Hall fund. We also spent a lot of 
time in discussion about the 
setting up of a Community Trust 
for Strathard. This could be a 
useful tool for raising funds for 
projects which benefit the 
community. We would recommend 
it as a body which should react to 
local needs, but not necessarily to 
initiate projects. There will be 
opportunities for everyone in 
Strathard to get involved in this 
discussion, so have a think about 
it and give us your views then. 
 
Next meeting is in Kinlochard on 
Thur 4th November. We are still 
hoping to find one more councillor 
to represent Kinlochard – IT 
COULD BE YOU! The rest of us are 
fed up looking at the same faces; 
we need new blood. Well, it is 
Halloween soon! See you there? 

Ros
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Congratulations to us - runner-up in 
the Community Newspaper of the 
Year awards. By "us" I'm referring 
not only to our really hardworking 
team but to all of our contributors. 
Without you there would be nothing 
to publish and, without the variety 
and quality of articles, we would not 
have achieved this award. Thank 
you again, keep them coming and 
we'll see what next year brings! 
I met someone this week who asked 
me about my PhD. I naturally 
queried this, not being in possession 
of such academic distinction. He 
replied that he thought everyone 
living in the area had to have one - a 
Pot-hole Dodger!  
This brings me neatly to the other 
award we received - I say "we" but I 
really mean Dougie MacPherson for 
his article "The Black Holes of Middle 
Earth" published in Issue 15 and 
deemed best in the "most amusing 
item" category at the above awards. 
If you missed this story, the black 
holes are very evident at the moment 
on the B829 Stronachlachar to 
Aberfoyle road. Well done, Dougie. 
The next edition will cover Christmas 
and New Year. It will hopefully be out 
at the end of November so that we 
can give plenty of notice of festive 
events. So get those creative juices 
running - we hope to have a bumper 
issue. 

Margaret
editor@strathardnews.com
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At least autumn weather seldom lets us down. It is what we expect. The least 
said about the "summer" weather the better.  
The Boys’ Brigade session began with an experimental meeting on Thursdays 
some weeks and Fridays the other in order to accommodate the boys who 
wanted to come to the B.B. and still attend the Youth Club on a Friday night. It 
has made little difference to attendance therefore we will only meet on a Friday 
night as from Friday 5th November.   
The Guild has held their first meeting on the 20th September and Bob Ralston 
spoke about his experiences with the Lomond Mountain Rescue Team, which 
was appropriate as the Guild Theme for this year is “Care with Compassion”.  
There will be a Coffee Morning and Sale of Christmas Stocking Gifts between 
10 a.m. and 12 noon on Saturday 13th November 2004. 
On Sunday 14th November, Remembrance Sunday, we will meet at the War 
Memorial for the wreath laying ceremony. Youth Organisations will also be on 
parade.  
With every Blessing 
Reverend Danny Gibb. 

Kirk News

No Top Hat, White Tie or 
Tails… 

…..but please bring your dancing shoes and 
come along to 

Inchrie Castle (Covenanters) on Sat 23rd 
October, 

2.30 p.m. till 4.30 p.m. 
and dance the afternoon away to the music of 
Robbie Thyne.  Tea will be provided courtesy of 
the hotel and sandwiches courtesy of the 
Community Council. Transport will also be 
available for any senior citizen contacting Ros 
at the Post Office. 



 

Letters to the Editor
What do you think?  If you have something on your mind, let’s hear it.  There’s no better way to reach all the residents of Strathard 
than through the Strathard News.  Send your comments to The Editor, Strathard News, Schoolhouse, Inversnaid FK8 3TU, or email: 
editor@strathardnews.com 

……have your say! 

Good afternoon,  
I attach a draft report on the future 
management of Loch Ard and Loch 
Chon drawn up by the Loch Ard and 
Loch Chon Recreation Management 
Working Group.  
Please note this report does NOT 
represent any policy or decision of the 
National Park. It represents the views 
only of the local Group.  
As part of a local consultation exercise it 
has today been sent out to over 40 local 
riparian owners, users and other local 
residents known to have an interest in 
the area. Over the next few weeks Peter 
Joynson hopes to receive comments and 
suggestions to improve it and when they 
have been taken into account the group 
will prepare an amended report which 
will eventually be sent to the Leisure and 
Recreation Committee of the National 
Park. This committee, when it has 
received the reports from all the other 
recreation management groups within 
the National Park, will consider how the 
aspirations of the local people fit in with a 
Park-wide strategic recreation plan.  
Your assistance in conducting this local 
consultation exercise would be 
welcomed and if any of your readers 
wish a copy of the report please ask 
them to contact Peter Joynson. 
Peter is currently on holiday but if I can 
be of any help please let me know. 
Many thanks. 
Jack Bisset 
Resource Management Officer: 
Waterbodies 
Direct Dial: 013898 722 628 
Mobile: 0771 577 3657 
Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National 
Park Authority 
National Park Headquarters 
Balloch Road, 
Balloch. Alexandria. 
G83 8BF. 
Tel: 01389 722600 Fax: 01389 722633 
Web Site Address: www.lochlomond-
trossachs.org 
(I have the draft report which is about 12 
pages if anyone wants to see it – Ed.) 
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 David’s Dictionary 
LITTER BIN: A receptacle provided by 
the local council, at some expense, for 
public usage. The usual procedure is to 
place empty disposable food packages 
and such like into said receptacle for 
collection. This is commonly known as 
litter. If you have trouble with joined-up 
writing, try to find someone who is 
willing to be associated with you to 
explain the term. A further word of 
advice: the said receptacle is not designed 
to float, so any repeated attempt to launch 
it into the River Forth with such an 
expectation will be met with failure and 
disappointment.  
MATTRESS: Generally regarded as 
something you lie on top of at the end of 
the day in order to help you through your 
sleep pattern. In the scheme of things, it is 
not normally required to set fire to such 
items, especially outdoors. However, if 
the intent is to persist in this practice, you 
should ensure when burning your next 
mattress, that you pay attention to the 
attached manufacturer's label. It may be 
that it meets British quality control 
standards and is fire-retardant. This will 
undoubtedly spoil your evening's 
entertainment if this is the case.  

BREAD BIN: A simple container, which 
does what it says on the tin: most often 
found in a baker's establishment, it 
contains bread - except in Aberfoyle, 
where they are casually strewn beside the 
public walkway on a regular basis, 
looking forlorn and dejected, devoid of 
any bread at all. I wonder what a visitor 
from Tokyo or Rome would make of this 
scenario.  
BENCH: This is an item of outdoor 
furniture, manufactured from wood, with 
the simple intention of providing the 
casual walker the opportunity to sit, rest 
and take in the surroundings. It is highly 
unlikely that most individuals who pursue 
this particular pleasure would seek to 
catch up on local issues by 'reading' such 
a piece of wood. In order to do this, the 
normal method is to purchase a 
newspaper, which is available from a type 
of shop known as a newsagents.  
And so, despite not wishing to believe 
such vandalism is carried out by local 
youths, it's the same old faces, and the 
same old song, same old bottles and fag 
packets beside the bins - even Poirot 
would agree the culprits lie within.     

David Wilkie
 

Below is the story of a true incident 
that happened in Iceland this 
summer. 
 
My cousins were motoring through 
some of the quieter areas of the 
country when they came upon a 
Coffee Shop. When they went to 
investigate they discovered it was a 
real one with lots of lovely home-
baking. 
Then they got talking to the owners 
and discovered they got the idea to 
open their own Coffee Shop from the 
one in ABERFOYLE! 
Well done Jess....and I think they are 
using your recipes. 
 

(Name and address supplied)



 

 

 

Community Trust:  The Steering Committee is 
continuing to work on the setting up of a 
Community Trust with Charitable status.  This will 
enable community organisations, through the 
trust, to access funding which is only available for 
charitable activities. It is a complicated process 
which takes time but we hope to have it done 
soon.  Everyone who lives or works in Strathard 
will then be able to become a member of the 
Trust.  Membership forms will be distributed 
through the Strathard News and will also be 
available in local shops. 

Aberfoyle Branding: Following previous 
publicity inviting everyone to come up with ideas, 
12 people gathered in Aberfoyle on Monday 11th 
October to share their ideas for Branding 
Aberfoyle.  They were asked to say what they 
feel is special and unique about Aberfoyle and 
how they feel about it.  What emerged was that 
people feel Aberfoyle is: 
Enchanting, because of the faerie folklore and 
the outstandingly beautiful scenery. Unspoilt, 
friendly, accessible, easy to get to from the main 
centres of population, and  
The Heart of the Queen Elizabeth Forest Park. 
What makes Aberfoyle unique is:  
The history of Rev Robert Kirk and the Faerie 
Kingdom 
The First Forth Bridge 
The founding of the Black Watch Regiment 
The Mushroom Festival 
Aberfoyle has: 
History and Heritage 
Activities for all ages 
A thriving Traders Association 

Aberfoyle is “A magical place to visit and a 
beautiful place to stay” 

What next?   The next step is to apply for 
funding to take these ideas forward and to draw 
up a brief for a designer to come up with a fitting 
Brand Image for Aberfoyle. Meanwhile, if you 
have other ideas which you want to tell us about, 
please contact the Community Agent, Nigel 
Brooks 01389 722004 nigel.brooks@lochlomond-
trossachs.org or Lesley Quirk  01877 387210 
lesley@quirk.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

SDAMH works throughout the communities of Stirling District providing a range 
of services designed to support people and their carers, on an individual basis, to 
live as full a life as possible while coping with mental ill health. 

WHO DO BEFRIENDERS HELP? 
Many people experience Mental Health or related problems at some time during 
their lives.  People who use the Service may be:- 
• Going through or recovering from Mental Illness 
• Lacking confidence when meeting new people or visiting new places 
• Getting used to living in the community 
• Simply being lonely or isolated 
• Some people need a Befriender for a short period of time, others for longer. 

 
HOW DO BEFRIENDERS HELP? 
Trained Volunteer Befrienders offer a one-to-one supportive friendship. This can 
include:- 
• Listening, understanding, just ‘being there’. 
• Sharing leisure time activities, sport, coffee, shopping, and social events. 
• Trying out community resources. 
• Having fun. 
Befrienders aim to relieve loneliness, increase confidence and self esteem and 
build a trusting friendship. 
 
WHO ARE BEFRIENDERS? 
Befrienders are men and women of all ages and from all walks of life who can 
give a couple of hours a week of their time. No previous experience or 
qualifications are required. Some of the qualities we look for are:- 
• A genuine interest in people. 
• Common sense. 
• Tolerance. 
• A good listener. 
• Sensitivity. 
• Warmth and commitment. 
• A sense of humour. 
Volunteers attend an initial training course of three meetings, (16 hours in total) 
before being matched to someone wanting to be befriended.  Ongoing support 
and training is provided throughout the friendship by staff on any aspect arising 
from Befriending. Travel costs and expenses are reimbursed. 

MAKING FRIENDS - THE MATCHING PROCESS 
The service staff will get to know all volunteers and people who want 
Befrienders. A variety of factors are considered in the matching process, for 
example, interests, hobbies, etc.  After introduction, staff keep in contact with 
people who use the Service, to ensure that they are satisfied with the Befriending 
Service.  Both Volunteers and people who use the Service are encouraged to 
contact staff at any time if any problems or difficulties should arise. 
We are currently looking for Volunteer Befrienders for our Adult Befriending 
Service.  If you or someone you know would be interested in joining our team of 
volunteers we would love to hear from you. 

 
 Tel: 01786 451203  Fax: 01786 449185 
Email: info@stirlingmentalhealth.org.uk 

www. stirlingmentalhealth.org.uk 
The Befriending Co-ordinator 

Stirling and District Association for Mental Health 
19 Dean Crescent 

Riverside 
Stirling FK8 1UR 
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National Park News
Pàirc Nàiseanta Loch Laomainn is nan Tròisichean

As always, I can be contacted as follows: 
By Post; Taigh Na Bhuth, Lochearnhead, FK19 8PR 

By Phone: 01567 830214 
By email: owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk 

 

I've just returned from a visit to 
Exmoor and Dartmoor National Parks 
and, surprise surprise, it was raining 
there throughout the visit. And my 
purpose there? I was looking at 
renewable energy systems, mainly 
woodburning systems which we could 
utilise here. The big advantage for us 
here is we have an ample and 
renewable supply of timber on our 
doorstep. It has always annoyed and 
frustrated me that we have the timber 
but relatively little local benefit 
accrues from it. Lorries churn up and 
clog our roads, carting the timber 
elsewhere. We have the 
inconvenience and little reward. How 
can we obtain some of the 
advantages? The answer is of course 
to produce or process something 
locally from the timber. Woodchip and 
wood pellets for heating systems 
seemed like a possibility. Then come 
the problems. Are there any local 
customers or would we merely be 
processing pellets and chips for 
markets elsewhere in competition with 
established sawmills, etc. 
But let's look on the bright side first. 
Do woodchip and wood pellets 
heating systems work? The answer is 
a resounding yes. Economically the 
capital cost of installing the system 
means that individual houses would 
not benefit but a group of houses 
would and certainly hotels and the like 
would quickly reap the benefit.  

To give you some idea of the current 
comparative running costs: woodchip is 
50% of the cost of oil; wood pellet is 90% 
of the cost of oil. The capital cost of 
installing a wood chip system could be 
recovered in 4 to 5 years. The new 
Welsh Assembly building will be having a 
woodchip system installed. Clearly there 
is an avenue of hope to be explored. One 
further point, there are government 
grants for the capital costs and these 
range from 50% for non profit making 
entities to 25% for individuals and 
commercial concerns. 
One scheme which has hit the buffers is 
our plan for a solar boat on Loch 
Lomond. It was becoming a little bit like 
the Holyrood fiasco. As we went along 
the price being quoted kept escalating to 
such an extent that we had no choice but 
to say no. We had a number of partners 
in that scheme and thankfully the 
decision to withdraw was unanimous. 
Fortunately the European Grant scheme 
from which we were to draw the money 
for our contribution to the solar boat 
allows us to use the money on other 
projects. We are now investigating how 
the funds can be used. 
Last month the Planning Committee 
reviewed the application for a golf course 
complex at Mid Ross on Loch Lomond. 
Since 1994, there has been in place 
a statutory requirement that an 
archaeological survey is undertaken 
when a greenfield site is being 
developed.  

In this case the survey was 
undertaken by the West of Scotland 
Archaeological Society and it has 
come up with some amazing findings. 
An unusual Iron Age village has been 
discovered. It is unusual in that it has 
the form of a much earlier Bronze Age 
village. And among the many 
discoveries has been a small glass 
bead of a type which has been found 
in only one other UK site and that was 
in England. How did it get to Mid 
Ross? Was it crafted there or had it 
been brought there from elsewhere? 
These and other questions will keep 
the experts busy for many months 
after the development has been 
completed. This has been a success 
in many ways, not only in the 
discoveries made but in the way that 
the developers have been able to 
accommodate the archaeologists 
without delaying the development 
unduly. And who funds the 
archaeological project? The developer 
- and it doesn`t finish when the 
development is completed. Funding 
continues till the research is 
completed.   

Owen McKee
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Hello Children, 
This is a really exciting time of the year. 
Once the clocks have changed, the hands 
going back one hour, the nights become 
much darker and very much colder. On clear 
nights the stars shine so brightly that it is 
difficult to believe that they are millions and 
millions of miles away. My sister, Braeval, 
says that it takes the light shining from the 
stars many years to travel through space and 
reach Earth. Only then can we see where the 
light came from! 
Every winter Orion, the great hunter, appears 
with his dogs, Canis Major, which is Latin 
for Big Dog, and Canis Minor - meaning 
Little Dog. Hiding under Orion's feet is 
Lepus the Hare. I hope he is well hidden 
because Canis Major is the fastest dog ever - 
never beaten in any of his races. He was even 
faster than the cheetah! These patterns in the 
night sky are called constellations. Look 
closely and join up the dots of light to make a 
picture. How many can you find? 
The twins, Duke and Katrine, have been very 
busy collecting any dead wood and old 
timber for Bonfire Night. They don't cut or 
break any live trees or bushes. Green wood 
does not burn very well anyway. November 
5th is the anniversary of an attempt by Guy 
Fawkes to blow up the Houses of Parliament 
in London. Guy Fawkes wanted to blow up 
everyone in the building, including the king, 
James I. Guy Fawkes and his evil gang were 
caught in the act, matches in their hands to 
light the gunpowder. What a bang that would 
have been! 
All the plotters had their heads cut off, a 
dreadful punishment! Some people in 
London have reported seeing the ghost of 
Guy Fawkes, especially around the time of 
Hallowe'en. They are quite sure it is Guy 
Fawkes, there can be no mistake - he is the 
ghost with his head tucked underneath his 
arm! At Hallowe'en it is important that all the 
brave young people of every community go 
out into the darkness and chase away the 
spirits. Don't forget to take your turnip 
lantern to keep you safe. As I said, this really 
is an exciting time of the year! 
Bye for now, 
Milton 
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Inversnaid Primary School
Waste Paper Collection 

We now have two new storage 
boxes next to the garage for 
waste paper collection.  Please 
help us to help the environment 
by collecting waste paper. 
 

Tel 01877 386 218 

Box Tops for Schools 
Inversnaid Primary School are 
collecting cereal box tops in the 
Nestle ‘Box Tops for Schools’ 
promotion.  We will be able to 
exchange these for new school 
library books.  Kinlochard Shop and 
Aberfoyle Co-op have very kindly 
agreed to be collection points.  Look 
out for the posters. 

 

Donald Morton, Deputy Editor of the Stirling Observer, took up our 
invitation to work with the children on ‘Newspaper Reporting’. We had 
written our own reports on the sightings of a monster in Loch Arklet and 
with his help the children created a newspaper page which is published 
below. 
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Possibly the most important event 
over the summer months has 
been the flooding in Callander and 
more widely, including the 
landslide at Glen Ogle. I have 
spoken directly with the Transport 
Minister, Nicol Stephens, and 
written to both him and Ross 
Finnie, Minister for Rural 
Development, for support following 
the damage to roads, bridges, 
paths and farm land following the 
heavy rainfall.  
After the summer recess, the 
publication of the Fraser Report 
has inevitably led to further debate 
about the management of the 
Holyrood Project. Whilst it is right 
that an enquiry be set up and the 
report be examined in detail to 
make sure similar problems do not 
occur with any future public sector 
projects, I feel a line must now be 
drawn under the issue. The vision 
for the New Parliament was a 
structure that the people of 
Scotland could be proud of and I 
certainly would like to take this 
opportunity to invite constituents to 
come and look for themselves. 
Please contact the office for any 
further information you might need 
about visiting.   
The first debate in the new 
chamber was the Scottish 
Executive’s programme for the 
coming year. 
In all, 12 Bills have been 
proposed.  The programme 
includes further legislation to 
protect children from inappropriate 
advances via the internet, as well 
as addressing a broad range of 
issues concerned with anti-social 
behaviour, liquor licensing, health, 
housing, charities, skills and 
academic excellence, culture and 
transport.  
The link to find more details is 
www.scotland.gov.uk/News/News-
Extras/BriefingonBills. 
 

I know that there is a real demand 
for action on liquor licensing in the 
Stirling constituency area.  Last 
month I wrote to all Community 
Councils in the constituency to ask 
their views on the Executive’s 
proposals.  I received quite a 
number of responses and these 
views have now been fed into the 
consultation process.  Although 
the views expressed were widely 
different there was great support 
for the way in which this Bill 
strongly links in with the anti-social 
behaviour agenda, improving 
public order in licensed premises 
and involving communities in the 
granting of licenses.  
During the summer recess I 
contacted a number of 
organisations including community 
councils to gain views as part of 
the ‘Smoking in Public Places’ 
consultation. So far the number of 
replies received by the Scottish 
Executive, a staggering 27,000, 
makes it the biggest consultation 
exercise to date.  
Improving our transport 
infrastructure and our public 
transport system is one of the big 
challenges facing the Parliament. 
This is always a key issue for rural 
areas such as Aberfoyle and its 
surrounding villages. The 
Transport Bill will create regional 
transport partnerships, which will 
allow for more strategic regional 
planning on transport.  I am also 
pleased that it will build on the 
success of the current 
concessionary fare scheme, 
improving and expanding this to 
establish a national concessionary 
fare scheme, allowing older 
people and the disabled to travel 
throughout Scotland for free.  I 
know from constituents’ letters that 
this is a most welcome move.  The 
Bill will also seek to tighten the 
regulations with regards to utility 
company road works, which aims 

to cut down on the frustration and 
delay faced by many road users. 
Housing and the need for more 
affordable housing, both to rent 
and buy is a key issue for this next 
year and one I am taking a keen 
interest in, having co-founded the 
Cross Party Group on the issue in 
the Parliament. I am keeping in 
close touch with Rural Stirling 
Housing Association regarding 
water and sewerage infrastructure 
problems being encountered by 
the Association. The Housing Bill 
will take forward the idea of single 
surveys and purchasers’ 
information packs.  It will cut down 
the overall cost of buying a 
property, making it easier and 
fairer for first time buyers entering 
the housing market.   The Bill also 
seeks to deal with housing 
conditions in the private rented 
sector and will improve the rights 
of private sector tenants. 
Still linked with affordable housing, 
discussions are ongoing 
concerning the Loch Katrine’s 
Advisory Group’s wish to try to 
keep some of Scottish Water’s 
properties as affordable rented 
accommodation for local people. I 
am presently talking to the 
Minister Margaret Curran about 
carrying forward these ideas. The 
Advisory Group was set up to 
provide a forum to discuss 
community concerns with Scottish 
Water as it implements its 
Integrated Management Plan for 
the area.  
As usual, Anne McGuire MP and I 
can be contacted at the 
Parliamentary Advice Office at 22 
Viewfield Street, Stirling, FK8 
1UA, telephone 01786 446515.  If 
you have internet access then you 
can e-mail me at 
sylvia.jackson.msp@scottish.parli
ament.uk, or visit my web site at 
www.sylviajackson.co.uk 
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A View  from the Lodge!  

 

"The sun will always rise, and the sun will always set. 
For tourism in The Trossachs, lest we forget 

The enduring presence of ' the boat' 
Is what keeps many of us ' afloat' 

As we approach the fifth 
year of the new century, 
ongoing circumstances at 
Loch Katrine will present 
another new chapter in the 
history of one Scotland's 
most beloved landmarks. 
Scottish Water is presently 
down-sizing its staff to 
skeletal proportions, as it 
seeks to sell out to the highest bidder. Ownership of the land 
has changed many times in recent memory, but, thankfully, 
the one constant is that the S.S. Sir Walter Scott has 
continued to breathe life onto Loch Katrine waters for over a 
century. 
The demise of an astonishing array of sea-going and loch 
and canal steamers throughout our history is a matter of 
great sadness as, for decades, trips to western parts by rail 
and steamer offered many the opportunity to explore the 
stunning beauty of Scotland's coastal and inland waters. The 
steamship Sir Walter Scott is not only clearly a beauteous 
thing to have within our midst, its survival is something of a 
rarity and we should do well not to take such gifts for 
granted. I sincerely hope the new owners are sensitive to the 
value of tradition.   
Of course, Loch Katrine is not exempt when we begin to 
discuss dearly departed steamers. The first vessel to sail 
there would appear to have been nothing more than a large 
rowing boat, going by the name Waterwitch, piloted by a 
group of individuals intent on making the most of the new-
found interest in the loch. 
The decision to introduce the paddle steamer Gypsy for 
service in 1843 displayed more serious purpose. Despite an 
intense and lengthy operation to locate her on the loch, 
within a fortnight she had disappeared from her moorings. It 
was assumed the boatmen, fearing loss of earnings, had 
untied and sailed her to the deepest part of the loch, where 
she was subsequently sunk. Despite court proceedings 
against the men, the case was found "not proven" on the
basis that they all professed to speak only Gaelic. 
In 1845, a paddle steamer going under the name of Rob Roy
was introduced. Sadly, however, its lifespan was only nine 
years. A second Rob Roy took its place in 1855 and survived 
until her scuttling, around 1911. 
 

in Scottish history, particularly when 
the figures or events purvey a sense 
of romanticism (the portrayal of THE 
WALLACE by Mel Gibson is an 
obvious case in point). We should 
take care in attaching any sense of 
credibility to such exponents of our 
past, who simply cannot offer first-
hand witness. 
On a personal level, I would much 
prefer to bask in the knowledge that 
Scotland, for all its turbulent history 
and wild and rugged landscape, and 
despite its size of population, has 

"You come of a race of men, the very wind of whose name has 
swept to the ultimate seas"       

Sir James Barrie
 
Sir Walter Scott  1771-1832. 
Walter Scott was not without his critics during his lifetime 
and was often blamed for creating a sentimental tradition of 
Scottish culture and heritage. This theory would appear to 
hold true to this day. It is a curious notion that many 
modern historians would seek to 'correct' pivotal moments 

 

 

produced an astonishing array of innovators in the fields 
of science, engineering and medicine, whose 
achievements cannot be questioned.  Enter Sir Walter 
Scott. 
It should not be to Scott's detriment that he chose to mix 
fact with fiction in his re-telling of tales of such characters 
as Rob Roy and Ivanhoe, as his 'historical novels' proved 
to be the catalyst for the introduction of tourism in the 
Trossachs. As world-wide literacy increased, writings 
such as 'The Lady Of The Lake' struck a chord with the 
nation, as, amongst others, Queen Victoria made the 
sojourn over The Dukes Pass by coach and horse from 
her station at The Bailie Nicol Jarvie Hotel to see for 
herself the wonders Scott wrote of. 
Whatever the debate on his politics and lifestyle, there is 
no denying Scott is a national treasure, and his legacy is 
timeless. We should seek to embrace this rather than 
denounce it. 
 
"Breathes there a man with soul so dead.  
Who never to himself hath said. 
This is my own, my native land!  
Whose heart hath ne'er within him burn'd.  
As home his footsteps he hath turn'd.  
From wandering on a foreign strand."                     
 

Contributions welcome. Contact David Wilkie at DML on 
01877 382258 or email david.wilkie@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 
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SATURDAY 23 OCTOBER 
The Lodge proudly welcomes back The Helensburgh 
Fiddlers for a traditional ceilidh, which will include 
guest musicians from the Czech Republic. A 
backdrop to the evening will be provided in the 
shape of a candlelit walk to the waterfall. A buffet 
and refreshments will be available to ticket holders. 
Entry to this event is by advanced booking only, and 
numbers are limited. 8.00 P.M. start.  
SATURDAY 23 OCTOBER / SUNDAY 24 
OCTOBER 
A major highlight in the season is the annual autumn 
foray into the forest in the company of our guest 
fungi expert, Liz Holden. There will be two guided 
walks each day, at 10.00am and 1.30pm. Past 
experience tells us you would do well to book early 
for this event. 
SUNDAY 31 OCTOBER 
On All Hallows Eve, The David Marshall Lodge will 
present a night of pure theatre beyond all your 
wildest nightmares. You do NOT want to miss out on 
this: 5.00pm - 8.00pm. 
Further details can be found through the mushroom 
festival programme and by contacting the D.M.L. 
HOTLINE on 01877 382 258.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ode To Tom Marshall 

As the ospreys arrived he appeared on the scene 
My initial feeling was he seemed slightly green;   
No reference to The Hulk, I hasten to add 
As in comparison his bulk seemed rather sad. 
It is no accident with shoulders so narrow 
The staff decided to christen him 'The Sparrow' 
An affectionate term it has to be said. 
 
As he proved his worth with all good stead 
Always enthusiastic, always available 
Always accommodating to those less able. 
As he dedicated his time to vital research 
He seemed at times to be sitting, as on a perch 
On occasion, to stop him feeling blue 
We'd throw him some bread, or a nut, or two. 
And now he departs, more's the pity 
As he migrates to his new nest in the big city 
Of course we wish him all God's speed 
But what are we to do with this leftover seed? 
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by Wellie Boot 
The Garden  

"What do I write about?" I ask myself after this 
'summer' with the gardens flattened and soggy 
with all the rain and wind; and the grass so long 
because it's never been dry enough to cut it - 
certainly not inspiring to work in the garden. 
Cutting back, I suppose, has to start. Please just 
tidy up, take the long growth off but leave the 
lower leaves to protect the crown of the plant 
from winter frost. They are so easy to remove 
and burn in the spring. Do, however, push them 
aside and weed in between, so that your beds go 
to sleep for the winter nice and clean. 
This is lifting begonia and dahlia time. Take 
them in to a frost-free place and let them dry 
off. It's also nearly time to take in fuchsias and 
any other not hardy plants, as frost is, I'm sure, 
on the way. 
I'm just about to cut down, and take out, my 
sweet peas. I think I'll get one more bunch of 
flowers from them. They have been simply 
wonderful, flowering and flowering all summer. 
They have caused so much pleasure when cut 
and given away. Their perfume never ceases to 
amaze and delight me, to say nothing of the soft, 
beautiful range of colours. 
I find October a rather sad month in the garden: 
cutting down the plants that gave so much 
pleasure, pulling up the annuals that were so 
bright and cheerful and pruning back the shrubs 
that provided the interesting back-drop. Still it 
has to be done to prepare the garden for next 
year's growing season, and to provide spaces for 
all these new and exciting ideas you have - if 
you can get out without being drowned. 
Happy gardening! 

 

 

In 1765, a narrow bed of clay slate 
was discovered at Aberfoyle. By 
the turn of the nineteenth century, 
just three men were quarrying. 
However, the building boom of the 
Victorian years meant that the 
quarry burgeoned. In the 1840s a 
village complete with school was 
built near the quarry. Only the 
manager’s house remains today. 
The majority of the quarrymen 
were Episcopalian migrants from 
the north and west of Scotland. By 
the late 1880s a number of these 
families expressed a desire to 
build a church nearby. 
There was at first a major 
stumbling block.  As ever, funds 
were limited. Enter Edith Margaret 
Kennedy who at the time was 
about to be married to William 
Hugh Kennedy. Probably of the 
Duke of Montrose, she made an 
unusual request for a wedding 
present. It was for a plot of land at 
Lime Craig in the village. This land 
though was not to be used for 
herself, but to fulfil the dreams of 
the quarrymen, to whom she gave 
the land. 
Mr Kennedy proved to be the 
equal of his new wife in generosity 
to the quarrymen. A builder 
himself, he arranged to bring in 
stone from Ailsa Craig free of 
charge on the railway that had 
recently reached the village. 
Thereafter the quarrymen gave 
their labour free of charge and 
worked in their spare time to 
complete the church, which was 

 

opened in the autumn of 1893. 
Many others in the village gave 
monies to defray expenses 
including Richard Joynson who 
gave £500.00 towards the project. 
Thereafter the church was 
dedicated in the name of St Mary, 
the first priest in charge being the 
Reverend Henry Williamson. 
The remarkable involvement of the 
quarrymen was in danger of being 
lost in the mists of time.  Happily 
this danger has been averted 
thanks in great part to Richard 
Joynson’s great-nephew Peter 
Joynson. Peter commissioned a 
painting of the former quarry 
village from artist Moira Revie of 
Bearsden. Beneath the painting is 
commemorated the names of the 
men who lived there and whose 
work fulfilled a dream. 
Appropriately the picture has been 
executed in acrylic on the surface 
of an Aberfoyle slate. On the 3rd

October just over one hundred 
and eleven years after its opening, 
the men who built St Mary’s have 
been remembered for posterity.   
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Calling all clubs in Strathard – your paper needs you! 
Please let us know how you are doing. 

Contributions can be handed in to the Post Office in Aberfoyle or emailed to 
clubs@strathardnews.com 

 
 
 

meet every Wednesday at 6pm till 7.45pm in Church 
House, Aberfoyle 

 

Meetings take place on the first Monday of the month at 7:30 PM at 
Kinlochard School or Hall 
 
Programme 2004-2005 
6 September   Fergie Wood:  Highlanders, Arms and Weapons 

4 October    Mr Ransom:  Trossachs, Tourism and Transport. 

1 November  Leila Stott:   
The Trossachs and the ‘Jules Verne Connection.’ 

6 December     David Pickett (Scot. Nat. Heritage):  Flanders Moss  

10 January   Alan Cooper:  Members Night, with an emphasis on 
the Social.  Bring your own local reminiscences and 
appropriate refreshment   

7 February    Bill Inglis:  Stirlings of Keir 1710-1760. The Saving of 
a family’s fortune by enterprising younger sons.  

7 March    Annual General Meeting and... 
  Louis Stott:  The history of local Art. 

4 April    Mr Mitchell:  Drove Roads 

21 May  Annual Outing: Site visit (p.m.) to Flanders Moss,   
  followed by a Pub Meal at Gargunnock Inn. 

Membership £5 per year      Visitors £2     Everyone Welcome 
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Youth Club has now restarted on Fridays in the 
Memorial Hall 7.30-9pm.  Everyone from Primary 
6 upwards is welcome.  We are hoping to have 
some workshops arranged by the Youth Support 
Team such as Graffiti Art, Non Alcoholic 
Cocktails, Breakdancing and Jewellery Making in 
the coming months. 
Our annual Pantomime Trip is to Jack and the 
Beanstalk on Friday 17th December. 
Our AGM is on Friday 5th November in The 
Forth Inn at 8.00pm.  We need some more 
parents to join the committee now to ensure 
that Youth Club continues next September. 
Group Contact 
Janet Stewart 01877 382736 

Strathendrick Film Society was formed to offer 
you the chance to see blockbuster movies as 
well as entertaining and unusual films from all 
over the world in Balfron Campus theatre. It also 
offers a chance to socialise over a coffee after 
each show. 
The society is run by a group of enthusiasts in a 
welcoming and appreciative atmosphere and 
membership is open to anyone aged 16 and 
over. (Family membership allows younger 
children to attend with parents.)  All films are 
screened using the most up-to-date digital 
presentation technology. 
Showings are at 7.15pm on the first Friday of 
the months November to May each year, 
following the launch on Saturday, October 23rd, 
2004. Each member may attend all films, this 
season, without additional charge. Members 
may bring a maximum of two guests to each film 
at a cost of £3 each. Those with family 
membership can purchase up to four guest 
tickets per screening as per two individual 
members. 
Single membership £18: Concession 
membership £15: Family membership £36 
For further information contact Deirdre 
Davidson, 1 Burnside, Balfron G63 0QQ or visit 
the website www.film-society.org 
 

 

 

 
Free First Night 

Saturday, October 23 
"Girl with the Pearl Earring" (12A) 

Doors open 7pm 
Free light refreshments 

Seats for the first 300* people to come through 
the door. 

*Members will have reserved seating, so apply 
today to ensure a seat. 
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Britain had its National Walk Day only 
a few weeks ago and my wife and I 
thought we should follow the fine 
example of so many others and do 
our bit for the nation’s health - and 
our own - by doing a bit of hillwalking 
on the big day.  We hadn’t done it for 
quite a few years but thought, hey, 
what’s the problem?  We keep 
ourselves in reasonable trim so there 
should not be too much trouble.  It 
would be, as they say in Glasgow, a 
‘scoosh job’.  Actually, I was the one 
who thought it would be fairly easy. 
Doubts were raised in other quarters. 
I should have listened.  Ah well, they 
do say that hindsight is an exact 
science. 
So where to walk?  Why not one that 
is literally in our backyard - Ben 
Lomond?  Arguably one of the most 
popular hill walks in the 
Trossachs/Loch Lomond area, Ben 
Lomond towers over both Loch 
Lomond and Strathard and dominates 
the skyline as you look west down 
Aberfoyle main street.  Yet how many 
of us have climbed it?  It is a fact, sad 
but true, that living close to the Ben 
and to other such beautiful places we 
tend to ignore them and leave them 
to outsiders, to visitors, to scale their 
peaks.  
So on one sunny day this September 
we decided to bite the bullet and 
climb a mountain we had last scaled 
some 25 years ago.  Our last hill climb 
had been Ben Aan some 8 years ago 
so we knew it would be hard.  What 
we did not realize was that it would 
be harder than hard!  With a hearty 
Hi Ho Silvia and a muted chorus of 
Climb Every Mountain we set off on 
foot from Rowardennan, after a quick 
look around the small visitor centre 
and ranger station, a welcome 
addition to the area and something 
that was not present on our last visit. 
The first part presented little problem, 
walking up through the forest.  It took 
maybe a half hour to clear and then 
you are out in the open, climbing 
steadily on a well-used and well-
maintained path.  This also was 
different from years ago when, if our 

memories served us right, it was 
nothing but a very wide meandering 
muddy walk through grass.  This has
changed and for the better from the 
conservation point of view.   
Beyond the tree line, the complete 
route is in the open without any 
shelter.  No problem, I hear you say, 
except that on this September day the 
sun was cracking the heavens and it 
was hot - so very, very hot!  So much 
so, that on the last and final steep 
climb to the summit we could almost 
feel the steam coming out of our ears. 
A sign of ageing, One:  Whilst 
climbing this stretch, we met another 
climber who we had spoken with 
earlier, coming downhill.  As he 
approached us, he gave the usual 
greeting then called out, “Are you 
alright?”  Came across another couple 
of guys, some more old fogies, who 
were resting flat on their backs 20 
yards short of the summit, resting 
before the last dash.  So we weren’t 
the only ones feeling the heat. 
The long, hot climb was worth it, 
though.  The view from the summit 
was delightful: no mist, no cloud, no 
rain, just a heat haze yet still one 
could see for miles.  To the west -
Arran and, I’m almost certain, the 
Paps of Jura further west, though I’m 
willing to being pulled up on that.   
Surely, though, the best, the most 
enjoyable view was that to the east, 
looking down across ‘home territory’. 
The Ben drops abruptly, a steep fall to 
Comer Farm way below.  What a 
backdrop they have at that farm! 

Then your eye follows the forest road 
east along Strathard to Aberfoyle, 
gleaming in the sunshine, then 
beyond that to the lowlands that is 
Flanders Moss before disappearing 
into the heat haze towards Stirling. 
We had our lunch on the summit.  It 
was fairly crowded with other 
climbers having the same idea.  One 
couple even got their gas stove going 
and while we were there, lying on our 
backs, resting our feet, taking in the 
sun with many other nationalities, up 
came to young guys with trainers on, 
stripped to the waist - and jogging!  A 
Sign Of Ageing:Two! 
I have to confess that on the descent 
we had problems.  The sun hit my 
wife, without a hat, on the way down. 
It got so bad that it eventually took us 
the same time on the descent as it 
had on the uphill.  She took mild 
sunstroke and it seemed to be a 
lifetime before we got near to the 
base of the mountain and into shelter 
of the trees.  We were going so slow 
that everyone else was passing us.  I 
remarked that it seemed strange they 
could not see we had problems, to 
which she replied that probably, being 
old, they probably thought we always 
walked slowly!  Ouch!  That hurt more 
than my brand new, ill-fitting boots. 
Amateurs?  Us? 
Oh, yes, Number Three there I think! 
A bad day for oldsters!  I was 
concerned, though, that she might 
not make it to the bottom.  After all, 
who would make my dinner?  We did 
it, finally, and it was with great 
delight that she took off her boots 
and socks and waded into the loch. 
The cloud of steam did cause a 
temporary hazard to shipping.  
To conclude, we are both glad we did 
it, I think.  Admittedly, it would have 
been less of a grind had the weather 
been cooler, that factor did catch us 
out, but to be able to climb Ben 
Lomond, our local mountain, and look 
down into virtually your own 
backyard, seemed to make it all 
worthwhile.  Perhaps when our feet 
have rested, we might try another 
local climb.  Who knows? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

by 
Dougie MacPherson 

 



 

“’Tis strange-but true; for truth is always 
strange; stranger than fiction.” 

Byron (The ither wan) 

 

 

The swallows and house 
martins are nearly all 
gone now, the meadow 
pipit flocks are starting to 
get fewer on the hill and 

the red stag rut will soon be under way. 
On a sunny winter's day a great place to 
sit is at the top of the reserve nature 
trail and watch the skeins of pink-
footed, greylag and Greenland white-
fronted geese flying down Loch 
Lomond, and, if you are lucky, whooper 
swans too. Their unique and long-
ranging calls will often help you to 
identify the high-flying skeins way 
above you. Occasionally you may be 
very lucky and spot late ring ouzels with 
their crescent moon shaped breast 
band, heading south for North Africa. 
Other winter visitors making their way 
are redwings, fieldfares, goldeneye, 
brambling and possibly waxwings. 
Pochard may also be encountered on 
Loch Lomond and Loch Ard.  
On September 1, a female or juvenile 
merlin swooped across the road in front 
of the car being pursued by mobbing 

meadow pipits. Later in the month, a 
female sparrowhawk was unsuccessful 
in her attempt to catch a song thrush 
but it was a narrow escape! The local 
population of Canada geese continues 
to grow, with 68 adults and juveniles on 
Loch Arklet that were later seen flying 
down to Loch Lomond. A kestrel had a 
skirmish with both a carrion and hooded 
crow that were after the kestrel’s prey, 
although some superb aerial acrobatics 
by the kestrel saw off the crows and the 
kestrel returned to eat its prize. This 
was not a lunch-break in peace for the 
kestrel however, as the crows showed 
their annoyance by calling loudly - albeit 
from a safe distance!  
A check for bird strikes on the deer 
fence around the 24 hectare plantation 
showed that a female stonechat had 
fallen victim to a bird of prey and the 
only other item of note was four buzzard 
feathers, although it is quite normal for 
birds of prey to sit on the fence posts 
and preen themselves. A late brood of 
four stonechats were seen with their 
parents at the Garrison farm. On the

 few warm sunny days in September, 
there have still been records of 
butterflies, with peacock and ringtail 
being observed, along with two 
golden ringed dragonflies. On the 6th

October there was a short-eared owl 
hunting beside the road at Loch 
Arklet, a very good record for the 
area, however on the 7th, it was even 
more unusual to have five short-eared 
owls (possibly a sixth) in a five minute 
drive alongside Loch Arklet. 
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remarks that one of the choir’s favourite 
songs is the ‘Banks and Bras of Bonnie 
Doon’.  Oh, she then adds, what also is 
‘Banks’ please?  A relieved tourist officer 
tells her, suggesting with due decorum that 
she might want to pass any alterations to the 
song sheets on to the remainder of the choir.
TRANSIT VAN: Seen scrawled in the dirty 
back doors of a transit van: ‘Manky. Dot. 
Com’ 

Now that the summer is over, one has time 
to sit back and think on the many different 
(strange?) stories involving holidaymakers 
to the Trossachs that have come our way. 
There is, for example, the nice Dutch lady 

who walked into a tourist office and, in the 
course of conversation, asked what was the 
meaning of the word, ‘Bras.’  For a few 
moments there is an embarrassed hush (the 
tourist officer was a man - well, what can you 
expect?).  The Dutch lady then explains 
further: that she is a member of a choir back 
in the Netherlands, this choir’s repertoire 
being the songs of Rabbie Burns. She further 
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Flu Vaccinations Are Now Available 
Please Phone 01877 382421 to make an 

Appointment. 
Pneumococcal vaccine is also available to 
those over 65yrs.  It protects for 10 years 
and can be given at the same time as the 
flu jab. For more information please phone 
the above number and make an 
appointment to see the nurse. 
 

The Scottish Executive is to set up a 
special £13 million fund to pay for projects 
that reduce the impact of transporting 
timber by road. The multi-million pound 
project will run over three years, beginning 
in 2005, and flows from the recent 
spending announcements made by 
Scottish Ministers. 
The country's annual timber production is 
set to double from five million tonnes a 
year to 10 million tonnes by 2020 as trees 
planted back in the 80s are due for 
harvesting. The new funding package will 
help manage this increase in production 
by paving the way for a new transport 
infrastructure which helps to minimise the 
negative impact of timber lorries on 
communities and on fragile public roads. 
The fund will also be a major driver in 
opening up new timber supplies that have 

previously been out of bounds due to 
transport problems. 
Scottish Forestry Minister, Lewis 
Macdonald, said: "With timber volumes set 
to increase we need action now to set up 
a transport network that reduces the 
impact transporting timber can have on 
rural communities. Preparation is vital as 
any increase in timber flow also has the 
potential to damage fragile rural roads. 
"This new fund will play a major role in 
taking away lorries from minor roads 
which are often used as a main route by 
remoter communities. A key ingredient in 
the strategy is the development of new 
piers and railheads which will be a great 
asset in allowing more timber to be 
transported by sea and by rail.  This will 
allow the forestry industry to access new 
timber supplies through an improved 

transport infrastructure without the need to 
use smaller unsuitable roads. Not only will 
this be good news for communities, but it 
will be a boost for the timber industry 
which can maximise the potential from the 
forests." 
Estimates suggest that use of this fund 
has the potential to bring economic 
benefits of up to £340 million over a 20 
year period. These benefits would derive 
mainly from higher timber output, savings 
in haulage and environmental benefits 
through reducing travelling distances and 
by directing lorries away from towns and 
villages. 
The fund will be administered by Forestry 
Commission Scotland and details of how it 
will operate will be finalised over the next 
few months. 

 



 

 

announcements
Strathard Community Council 
Meets on the 1sr Thursday of every 
month at 7.30pm. The next meeting is 
4th November in Kilochard 
Aberfoyle Brownies 
Meet every Wednesday at 6pm till 
7.45pm in Church House. 
Kinlochard Toddlers 
Fridays 10.30 – 12 noon 
Old School or Hall.  Bring a Parent 

 Information for 
Business Advertisers 

When you place an advert with the 
Strathard News we will continue to 
run it in every issue unless you tell us 
that you wish to cancel or alter your 
advert.  For assistance and advice on 
layout please contact Marion Back on 
01301 702970 or email 
newsdesk@strathardnews.com 

Strathard News is grateful for funding received from Stirling Council and Community Futures

  

IMPORTANT  
 
The Christmas Edition of the 
Strathard News will be 
published at the beginning of 
December.   

 
Deadline for submissions is 

Friday 26th November 


