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I was going to give this article the
title ‘The Ubiquitous Skip’ and go on
about how the OED described
‘ubiquitous’ as ‘here, there and
everywhere’ except for the Strathard
communities where it meant only
‘there and everywhere’ - but
definitely not ‘here’!
Then I thought, hold on, this really
is no joking matter.  We are going
to lose our skip, our only means of
getting rid of bulky waste in the
district, and we are losing it now,
on the 12th January.  In fact, by the
time you read this, the skip will have
gone!
Why?  The primary reason would
seem that the landowner is not
happy with it in its present site.  It
is an eyesore, involving fly-tipping
by commercial concerns and subject
to acts of vandalism.  Although the
bottle bank and recycling bins are
being continued, the skip has to go.
With barely 1 month’s notice, Stirling
Council has decided that the service
will be discontinued.  So much for
consultation!
The Community Council meeting
was held at Aberfoyle Village Hall
on Thursday 6 January.  There was
a particularly large attendance
despite the weather, the subject of
the skip being quite an emotive one.
There even has been a petition in
the village Co-op which ran to 12
pages, so strongly do the locals feel.

A council representative was in
attendance to explain the official
position.  It certainly proved to be
an informative meeting.
Apparently, over the past month, the
Council examined other proposed
sites in the area along with members
of the Strathard Community Council.
The sites visited were ones proposed
by our Community Council.  Not one
of the sites gained official approval.
As the meeting progressed, one got
the impression none ever would,
that Stirling Council had made up
its mind long before - the skip had
to go.
The arguments sounded specious at
the time.  The council stated that
the landowner wanted the skip
moved as soon as possible.  This was
not true.  The landowner had agreed
with the Community Council that the
skip could remain until Easter, giving
a suitable interval for an alternative
site to be found.
Then regulations were quoted, one
stating that the site would have to
be manned.  One local community
council member stated that that was
no problem - there was a volunteer.
Still the council did not want to
know.
The council rep. came up with
possible alternatives once our skip
was removed: the skips at Balfron

and Callander are available and open
every evening!  Hallellujah!  Problem
solved!  Well, not quite.  We would
have to drive there - 12 miles each
way - but that is only from Aberfoyle
or Gartmore - what about the
Strathard communities further west?
Suppose you had more rubbish than
could be taken in one trip?  Suppose
you did not have transport and relied
on friends or neighbours?  Hey!  No
problem! (As the say in the States).
You can call on Stirling Council pick-
up service which will remove bulky
articles - but you will have pay for
it!   You might think this would be
included in our council taxes - is that
not what we are paying for - the
removal of our waste?  But if you
are over 60 then this service is free.
Well, big deal!  Hard luck on the local
young people!
At this meeting, it was put by the
Chair that the Council should
consider other options which might
alleviate the situation.  It was
suggested that a weekend-only skip
might be the answer.  A good idea
certainly, but yet again one that got
a cool reception.  As the Chair
stated, we have lost the skip.  That
is a fait accompli.  The Council
should now consider alternatives
that were being put forward at the
meeting so that, at least, the
situation is ongoing with some resolution
at the end.

by Dougie McPherson

Aberfoyle
Medical Centre

Half day closing
(12.30 pm)

for staff training

Tues 15th February
Wed 16th March
Tuesday 7th June

Strathard Community Futures
for Youth and Recreation

AGM
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall

Monday 7th Feb from 1900hrs

The group urgently needs volunteers.
If you want to help develop the local
environment for our children - then
come along to the AGM and find out
more, or contact Paddy Nixon on 01877
382898 or paddy@thenixons.org.uk
directly for a chat.

Police Open Surgeries

Local Officers will be holding surgeries at Aberfoyle Police
Office on the following dates:

Monday 31st January, 2005 @ 7pm – 8pm (PC Chase)
Monday 7th February, 2005 @ 3pm – 4pm (PC Chase)
Monday 21st February, 2005 @ 7pm – 8pm (PC Govan)
Monday 28th February, 2005 @ 3pm – 4pm (PC Govan)
Monday 7th March, 2005 @ 7pm – 8pm (PC Chase)
Monday 14th March, 2005 @ 3pm – 4pm (PC Chase)
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The talk from the Council’s rep. was for the
need for financial cutbacks.  They had to keep
within the budget.  It also seems that Health
and Safety have low priority in Stirling
Council’s scheme of things-certainly as far as
Strathard and immediate area is concerned.
With the talk of financial restraints, there seems
to be no talk of health and safety issues, so
long as the books balance.  However, does
the Council prioritise its resources?  I think
not.  We are aware that the Council has a duty
to inform, but they don’t believe in doing that
cheaply.  There is little talk of cost-cutting in
that area.  Beautiful bound brochures are sent
out (wordy to the extreme), to the Community
councils.  Stirling Council Cemeteries Annual
Report 2003-2004 is one example.  Agreed
there is a need to know, but 35 pages of wordy
twaddle when probably a few pages of factual
information would do?  Glossy, verbose and
expensive-but what of Health concerns?  What
about money for refuse collection, for
provision of a skip in Strathard?  Forget it!
The Council believes in entertainment, for fun
for some of its population.  So they have a
Hogmanay bash at Stirling.  Good fun.  But
what of Safety concerns?  What about cash
for the crumbling road network in Central
Scotland?  Again-forget it!  There are Third
World countries which have better rural road
networks that we do!
The local B829 is like a lunar landscape, like
a scene from WW1 without the barbed wire-
and other roads in the region are little better.
The council policy of merely filling the
potholes with tarmac has proved a nonsense
since the frost and rain have come over the
festive period.  Now every road in the region
has its potholes ‘uncovered’ simultaneously.
These roads of ours really are a danger with
the possibility of damage to vehicles and injury
to road users.
Still, we do produce beautiful official
pamphlets and our Hogmanay bashes are
enjoyed-by some.  The phrase ‘Bread and
Circuses’ somehow springs to mind.
As for the rubbish situation, do they not realize
that if there is no central collection point then
some people will dump their rubbish
anywhere, whether it be at a layby, in the
village or even in the forest?  What will visitors
and holidaymakers think?  We are an integral
part of the National Park, an issue which does
not apparently concern Stirling at all.  When
it comes to financial restraints, they talk only
of Strathard.  There was no mention of doing
away with skip facilities at Callander or
Balfron.  Again, we seem to be the poor
relations.  Callander is part of the Park also,
but being a larger community they pack a
bigger clout.  Strathard would appear to count
for nothing.  We are in the far west of Stirling
and perhaps too far away from the council
offices to merit much consideration.  We were
once part of Perthshire.  Perhaps we should
legislate to return to that area, especially now
as it seems that the suits have taken over.

....continued from page 1

PATHS & TRAILS
Over the last year, Strathard Community Futures Paths Group has been
drafting a provisional network of routes for walkers, cyclists and horse-
riders.  The routes have been based on those indicated by the community at
previous public consultation sessions, and have now been transferred to
digitized maps by National Park staff.  These maps will be on display for
further comment at public drop-in sessions:

Saturday, 26th February, from 2-4.30pm at
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall.

Sunday, 27th February, from 2-4.30pm at
Kinlochard Village Hall.

Please come along at any time during either session, see the maps and
give us your comments. Tea/coffee/biscuits will be available.

For further information contact John Digney on 382636

Building Bridges
To paraphrase Jimmy Greaves “Life’s a
funny old game!” and it’s quite amazing
how circumstances conspire to bring
about the desired resolution.
Cast your minds back to the last meeting
of the “Lets Build A New Footbridge Over
The Forth So The Kids Don’t End Up
Deid” group. Some of us had gone to that
meeting expecting to finalise the actual
choice of the bridge we wanted to see
built but as it turned out the dissenters,
who’d only ever been to the final meeting,
carried the day and nothing was actually
decided; except that there wasn’t enough
of us there to decide and the whole thing
was left up in the air.
Well… perhaps the dissenters did us
more of a favour than they could possibly
know.
You see, just recently Forestry
Commission Scotland has begun a small
programme of bridge replacement and
new construction and one of the designs
they are using has much to commend it.
It is a wooden arch type known as a
“Stressed Laminate” design built from
Scottish timber and is a true arch only 8
or 9 inches thick. Seen without the
handrails present it looks as if someone
has placed a thin ribbon of wood across
the burn and looks almost too delicate to
carry much weight. When I commented
on this the foreman in charge informed
me that an experimental bridge built
during the design stages underwent a
load of 14 tonnes and deflected the span
only 23 millimetres; I cannot see groups
of children and their parents putting
anything like that much weight on it.

Already FCS has built one of this type
over the Sluices burn, that runs from Loch
Katrine to Loch Achray, joining up the
paths network around Achray Hotel with
the road to the pier and Ben Aan.
Additionally, another is under
construction across the Forth down near
Lemahamish, which will join up the
Sustrans route and the paths and roads
within Lochard forest.
So, here’s what to do, folks. Get yourself
out and about and have a look at these
bridges and see if you like what’s been
built. If you do, then get yourself
organised and agitate for something
similar across the Forth at Aberfoyle.
For myself, I think this is just what we
need on the upstream side of the old road
bridge. I know this presents problems with
access onto and off of a bridge built there
and I realise it might take time and effort
to resolve this but the philosopher
Machiavelli said, “Where the willingness
is great the difficulties cannot be great!”
Finally, just let me say that so far we have
been lucky with pedestrians and vehicles
using the old stone bridge but the fact
remains that we’re on borrowed time. We
need a footbridge and we need it now.
We cannot afford to wait for enough
funding to build a smaller stonebuilt
replica of the old bridge as was proposed
at the last meeting of the
“LBANFOTFSTKDEUD” group.

The Scribe’s Apprentice
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Community Council Report
community puts forward’?These questions
remain unanswered. One question you
can all help with now is the question of
where to site the re-cycling skips, since
they too will be moved. Suggestions to
me ASAP please.
And whilst we are all feeling aggrieved
about our powerlessness to change
anything, what about the roads…???? The
B829 was again a major topic of
discussion. Many of you signed Archie
Holmes’s recent petition complaining at
the state of our roads. In fact, looking at
20 years worth of CC minutes, it has been
the hot topic for most of that time. I have
written again to several key people asking
when we will get to the top of the priority
list. The main fear now is that it won’t
happen until part of the Loch-side road is
in the Loch! Recent atrocious weather has
only made matters worse. Hopefully some
Council Roads Committee representatives
will attend the February meeting in
Kinlochard to explain their maintenance
policy, or lack of it.
To finish on a slightly more positive note,
we have received agreement from the
Chief Constable of Central Scotland Police,
for our local police officers to hold regular
surgeries at the police office in Aberfoyle.

This is something we have been
petitioning for over a period of time, and
especially now that new shift patterns
mean that our local officers are unable to
spend as much time in our office as
previously. Surgeries are fortnightly on
Mondays, at either 7.00-8.00pm or 4.00-
5.00.pm. The timetable is posted up in
the usual places around the villages.
Obviously surgeries could be subject to
cancellation should an emergency arise,
but it is hoped that members of the
community will use this time to voice any
issues of a non-urgent nature with which
the police could help.
I know I’ve gone on a bit but I would like
to mention the community’s reaction to
the tsunami disaster. For such a small
population an amazing amount of fund-
raising has been going on. Donations of
money are being collected everywhere
you go, items of clothing, tools, etc. have
been sent (and still can be sent) to the
Blythswood Charity shop in Callander, and
many functions are being run to raise
more funds - watch out for posters.
Congratulations to everyone putting in the
hard work and to everyone putting in the
hard cash!

Ros

You will all be aware by now that the skip
has been removed from the car park at
Aberfoyle. A representative of the Council
Waste Management Service was present
at our last meeting, but in spite of being
shown the petition which has been signed
by a large proportion of the community;
in spite of our request for time to look at
all the alternatives; in spite of an offer
from the Wool Centre to allow the skip to
remain until Easter; in spite of the
demonstrated need for surrounding
communities to have the use of such a
facility, the skip was removed a few days
after our meeting. As the landowners, the
Wool Centre had every right to ask for its
removal. Misuse by fly-tippers and
vandalism by the usual thoughtless few
were causing frequent problems. What is
so difficult to understand is, why was the
Community Council asked to help identify
a new site, when we are now told that,
due to new regulations, the cost of the
new site made it a non-starter at the
outset? Why were functioning CCTV
cameras not used to identify the
troublemakers - the reason the skip was
removed from its site? Does ‘consultation’
always mean ‘This is what is going to
happen, no matter what suggestions the

STRANGE BUT….
AH, you cannot beat the Scottish
banter!  Or, in other words how our
everyday words and phrases take on
new meaning when viewed through
the eyes (and ears) of outsiders.
We have the recent example of such
grammatical puzzlement recently
when a coach party of nice English
ladies visited a local shop.  After
having finished serving one of the
ladies, the man (well, it had to be,
didn’t it, ladies?) said, a propos of
nothing, “Is that you, then?”
The nice lady, naturally puzzled,
replied, “Yes.  It is me.”  She then
added, “I’m sorry, but have we met?”
A moment Chic Murray might have
been proud of - but we think our shop
assistant was struggling there!

IF you want directions, ask at a tourist
office.  Installed at once such office
in the Trossach/Loch Lomond area is
a computerised state-of-the-art
programme which can give detailed
directions to any place in Scotland.
Picture, then, the puzzlement of one
such user, a tourist wishing to find his
way from, say, Loch Lomond to Stirling
Castle.
He/she is told:  take the train from
Balloch to Glasgow Queen Street :

walk 2 blocks north to Buchanan
Street Bus Station : take a bus to
Partick : alight (no one ‘gets off”
anymore) at the Kelvin Hall : walk up
the left hand side of the Hall : at the
next corner is located the Stirling
Castle-Public House!
Sad, is it not, that a pub in Glasgow is
listed, but not the Castle.
In fact they do sell a mean pint of Old
Peculiar - but that was in another time,
alas!

NOW for a nice little story, of a group
of ladies having a get-together one
fine day.  Another local story, we
hasten to add - but aren’t they all?
After the wee ‘to-do’, one lady has to
leave somewhat early.  Finding herself
blocked in, she returns to the group
and asks, “Who is the owner of the
Toyota?”
There is a pause, lengthy, it has to be
said, before one of the company pipes
up with “What colour is it?”
On being told the colour, she replies,
“Oh, that’s my car!”
The ladies - bless ‘em!

SEEN on the back doors of a rather
dirty Transit van:    ‘Also available in
white’



Forestry Commission Response to article re.
Carcass Transportation in Issue 18
Deer management, as Ian Marshall
quite rightly recognises, is a very
necessary part of Forestry Commission
Scotland’s local, national and
international commitments to
biodiversity and woodland protection.
In the last few years we have taken
steps in the Queen Elizabeth Forest
Park to reduce what were very high
deer densities to sustainable levels.
The culling of hinds and stags is part
of that management regime as is the
subsequent handling and processing of
carcasses to demanding Quality
Assurance standards.
We do, however, recognise that the
sight of deer carcasses is distasteful to
some and particularly to young
children. It is, therefore, standard
practice to cover all carcasses during
transportation. On this occasion our
procedure was obviously not followed
and we can but apologise to those
concerned. In addition we will use this
unfortunate incident to reinforce the
absolute need to be sensitive to the
feelings of other people.
On a more positive note we would be
very happy to arrange for one of our
rangers to come and talk to the pupils
about deer, their habits and how (and
why) we manage them.

Letters to the Editor...
......have your say!

Have your  say!  Get it off your chest with a letter to the Editor.  Send to Editor, Schoolhouse, Inversnaid,
FK8 3TU or email editor@strathardnews.com or visit www.strathardnews.com

Dear Editor
Re. Condition of B829 Lochard Road
I have been contacted by letter and petition
regarding local residents’ concerns over the
condition of the B829 Lochard Road.
Through my regular contact with Strathard
Community Council and local surgeries I am
aware of the ongoing problems on this stretch
of road and I have previously made
representations to Stirling Council and the
Scottish Executive about flooding problems
on this road as well as its condition.
I am writing to advise that I have again written
to Stirling Council to raise local residents’
immediate concerns about the deteriorating
condition of this road. I will write to you again
once I have received further information from
Stirling Council.  Thank you for contacting
me.

Yours sincerely,
Sylvia Jackson MSP

Dear Editor,
I am totally convinced I am not alone in my
suspicion that there is a fair degree of
insensitivity attached to the thinking behind
the removal of  the  Aberfoyle skip. Clearly
this carries serious and wide-ranging
implications for The National Park  authorities,
Forestry Commission Scotland and the Park
Rangers, as the erstwhile problem of fly-
tipping will now increase two or three fold,
and every lay-by, loch and river will now
become ‘fair game’ as an alternative dumping
ground. Next seasons visitors to the Forest
Park can now expect to see the odd armchair
or tumble-dryer barring  their path as they seek
a quiet ramble in the forest.
I think the phrase “accident waiting to happen”
is appropriate in this instance, and I sincerely
hope that those involved in this spurious
decision-making will eventually see the error
of their ways.

DAVID WILKIE
15 BNJC

editorial
Happy New Year – and what a start to the
year we have had. The floods, snow and
wind have wreaked havoc throughout the
area and this is reflected throughout this
edition. The Council must have been
inundated with insurance claims for
damage to cars caused by the state of the
B829 and C68.  Although the deterioration
of the road makes people angry there was
a totally different attitude to the other
inconveniences. Following in the wake of
the tsunamis in SE Asia our problems faded
into insignificance. I know most of our
readers have probably contributed in some
way and will support the many fund raising
events being organised in the area.
The other major news is the removal of
the skip in Aberfoyle. This is obviously a
highly emotive issue. People are concerned
about the lack of meaningful consultation.
All major organisations these days spend
a lot of time and money on “consultation”
with the public. It’s money down the drain
if we are not told how decisions have been
influenced by such costly exercises.
Meaningful consultation does, of course,
exist. We are publicising the proposed
paths network for the area. John Digney
has done a great job of getting appropriate
people together, consulting, establishing
initial funding and getting these projects
moving. I hope as many of you as possible
will attend the meetings to view the maps
showing the proposed routes.
Meanwhile, thank you for the extremely
positive response to the festive edition of
the newspaper. I think this month’s
competition should be “What exactly did
the doctors and staff wish for their
patients?” See front page of Issue 18
(printer’s fault not ours this time!) Enjoy.

Margaret

Hall Dance Raises £400 for
Disaster Funds
Kinlochard Village Hall held a Ne’erday
Family Dance. Tickets were sold out three
weeks before  1 January.  Music was by
the Kinlochard Ceilidh Band and the raffle,
auction of a painting of the Milton Mill circa
1951 and coin rolling for bottles raised
£400 for the Tsunami Disaster Funds.  
The Hall Committee would like to thank
all those who generously gave prizes, in
particular members of the Aberfoyle
Traders Association.  The Committee
would also urge locals to get their surveys
into the village shop a.s.a.p.  The next
meeting of the Hall Committee is on
Wednesday, 9 February at 7.30 p.m.  The
results of the survey will be announced at
this meeting and hopefully we will be
moving forward the agenda for
capital expenditure on the hall.  The
meeting is open to all interested parties.

Fergus Wood

Indian Ocean Disaster
The Red Cross are desperate for old Mobile Phones
– functioning or not.  SIM cards are not necessary.
Chargers are useful but not necessary.   Phones can
be reconditioned and used by relief workers or sold
for scrap.
Old phones may be handed in at any Red Cross shop
– CLEARLY MARKING THAT IT SHOULD GO
TO HEADQUARTERS.
Red Cross Headquarters:  Old Fire Station,
Grangemouth Road, Falkirk

Tel: 01324 679060



National Park News
Pairc Naiseanta Loch Laomainn is nan Troisichean

by Owen McKee

Park. To give the Park Authority time to
assess the situation, the Scottish
Executive reconfirmed the byelaws and
passed the control of them from Loch
Lomond Regional Park Authority to the
National Park Authority. Over the past few
months these byelaws have been
reviewed and discussions held with
interested parties. Now the formal process
has commenced when the proposals will
be publicised and arrangements made to
allow any interested party to have a say.
Meetings will be held, questionnaires
issued and suggested amendments
reviewed. This process will be ongoing
throughout the year with the intention that
the revised byelaws will be submitted to
The Scottish Executive by December 2005
and hopefully become law in the summer
of 2006. It is a long process but it should
result in fair byelaws.
A copy of the existing byelaws can be
downloaded from the internet on
w w w. l o c h l o m o n d - t r o s s a c h s . o r g /
downloads/ByelawsLochLomond.pdf. 

As always I can be contacted by email
owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk
by post - Taigh Na Bhuth, Lochearnhead,
FK19 8PR
by phone - 01567 830214

It‘s all about access. As you will have seen
from the last edition of “a‘ phairc” the Park
Authority were canvassing for applicants
for the Access Forum. Under the rules the
Access Authority is responsible for the
management of access in its area. For the
National Park area the Park Authority is
the Access Authority and as such is
required to set up an Access Forum. The
forum is to embrace in its membership as
wide a spectrum of interests as is possible
so that a balanced view can be taken of
access management. At the December
meeting of the Park Authority - held in
Gartmore Village Hall - we nominated two
of the board as members of the Access
Forum. They are Mike Luti and David
Hughes Hallet. Expressions of interest for
appointment to the Access Forum have
been received from about sixty others and
the process of selection will be ongoing
over the next few weeks. It is the intention
to appoint twenty members and in so doing
care will be taken to ensure that each area
of The Park has local representation.
Needless to say, land owners/managers,
recreational users and other interests will
be in the mix. For the purposes of the
Access legislation waterways are
included. The Access Authority is required
to set up Core Path Networks and will
oversee such things as signposting, cycle
ways and bridle paths. Responsible

access is the aim and advice received
from a wide ranging Access Forum should
help us to achieve it.
In the meantime should you have any
suggestions or problems concerning
access please get in touch with Bridget
Jones, Senior Access Officer, The Old
Station, Balloch. 
I am often asked if the Park Authority will
introduce byelaws on a variety of activities.
Generally the Park Authority would prefer
to tackle problems on a voluntary basis
such as with the Code of Conduct that is
in place for the management of Loch Ard.
Only if that proves ineffective would we
seek to impose byelaws. However, on the
14th January the Park Authority
announced the commencement of two
byelaw consultations. Both are concerned
SOLELY with Loch Lomond. The first
relates to a relatively new regular activity
on Loch Lomond viz the use of the loch
by seaplane operators. As I have
explained in previous articles there has
been some difficulty in controlling the
operation of seaplanes on Loch Lomond.
The proposed byelaw would make it
necessary for any seaplane operator to
obtain permission from The Park Authority.
The other consultation concerns the
existing byelaws governing Loch Lomond.
Those byelaws were due to be revised just
before the introduction of The National

The drive to
strengthen links
between schools
and forest education
is set for a boost
with the
appointment of
Rebecca Logsdon as
the new Forest
Education Initiative

co-ordinator for Scotland.  The role
involves building up relationships between
the timber industry and the education
sector across Scotland through a network
of forest ‘cluster’ groups. By encouraging
the timber industry and schools to work
closer together, Rebecca aims to help
school children get a better idea of how
trees produce products that are used in
everyday life.  A large part of Rebecca’s
job will be to develop links with teachers
and education authorities in the central belt

of Scotland where urban forests are being
developed with funds from Forestry
Commission Scotland. She said:
“Our forests can make learning great fun
for school kids of all ages, especially for
those in urban areas who don’t have
woodlands on their doorstep. It’s important
that we give children an opportunity to
learn just how much forests play an active
part in modern day life, including how
timber is used to make many objects that
we simply take for granted.  There’s a great
deal of development work going on to use
woodlands to improve the lives of people
in many areas between Glasgow and
Edinburgh. I hope to capitalise on this for
the benefit of school children and over the
coming months plan to get out and about
and meet many of the people involved. I’m
looking forward to swapping ideas and
building on much of the good work that is
being done to promote forest education.”

Rebecca’s previous job with the Scottish
Wildlife Trust involved supporting a
network of Wildlife Watch groups and
promoting environmental education in
schools throughout Scotland. The post is
the direct result of partnership working
between Forestry Commission Scotland
and the Forest Education Initiative.
Rebecca is based in the Commission’s
Central Scotland Conservancy and she
works out of the office in Edinburgh.
For more details about forest education
log on to www.forestry.gov.uk/learning.

New Face For Urban Forest Education
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Future Secure for Loch Katrine’s Steamship
The Deputy Minister for the
Environment and Rural Affairs,
Lewis Macdonald, has agreed to
provide substantial funding which
will help ensure the future of one
of Scotland’s best known tourist
attractions.
The Steamship Sir Walter Scott has
sailed on Loch Katrine since 1899.
It’s future viability depends on
considerable investment to
refurbish the boat and to help
reduce ongoing operating costs.
Scottish Water took over the
running of the steamship from the
West of Scotland Water Authority
in April 2002.
However, Scottish Water must
reduce operating costs by 40 per
cent over its first four years to meet
targets laid down by its economic
regulator.  Using customers’ money
to subsidise the running of the
steamship and tourism complex is
inconsistent with Scottish Water’s
responsibility to deliver water and
waste water services to its
customers.
Scottish Water working closely with
the Scottish Executive, the local
community, Loch Lomond and
Trossachs National Park Authority,
Scottish Enterprise Forth Valley,
Stirling Council and the Argyll, the
Islands, Loch Lomond, Stirling and
the Trossachs Tourist Board, has

agreed a package of measures to
safeguard the viability of the tourist
operation over the next two
seasons whilst funding is sought for
the Steamship refurbishment
including an application to the
Heritage Lottery Fund.
The operation of the Steamship and
the tourism complex will transfer to
a charitable trust headed by Sir
William McAlpine.
The Scottish Executive will award
£85,000 to fund emergency repairs
to the steamship and slipway to
secure sailings for 2005.
The Scottish Executive will provide
up to £200,000 per annum for 2005/
06 and 2006/07 to cover any deficit
in operating costs of the Trust.
Scottish Water will offer up to a
million pounds of matched funding
towards the anticipated £2 million
refurbishment of the boat and the
associated infrastructure.
An application to the Heritage
Lottery Fund will be made for grant

funding towards the refurbishment
project.
It is hoped that these measures will
safeguard the 24 seasonal jobs at
Loch Katrine.
Around 80,000 visitors sail on the
steamship each season,
approaching 90,000 sailing in the
exceptional summer of 2003, whilst
a further 170,000 visit Loch Katrine.
It is estimated that of the million
tourist days spent in the Trossachs
each year, almost a quarter involve
a visit to Loch Katrine and the
steamship. This illustrates the
importance to the local economy.
However, the tourism complex
made a loss last year.
Professor Alan Alexander, chair of
Scottish Water said: “As a boy
brought up in Glasgow, visits to
Loch Katrine and trips on the Sir
Walter Scott were magical to me.
“This substantial investment from
the Executive and the formation of
a Trust under the leadership of Sir
William McAlpine is the best of
ensuring that youngsters continue
to enjoy that experience in the
future.”
The Loch Katrine complex
generates around £1million in direct
and indirect spending to the local
economy each year and supports
27 full time jobs.
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I don’t have to remind people in the
Strathard area of the impact weather can
have on the local environment.  The
recent torrential rain and high winds have
caused flooding and damage to road
surfaces.  I know from recent
trips along the B829 that the
surface makes driving tricky in
some places.  I can appreciate
the level of local concern
highlighted in the recent well-
supported petition.  With my
colleague, Sylvia Jackson
MSP, I have had discussions
with Stirl ing Council, to
emphasise the importance of
these local lifeline roads.  Some areas,
including the B829, had already been
identified for action to reduce future
flooding and we await a further report
from the Council.
The recent weather however, has
focussed attention on one of the issues
that together we will have to face up to –
that of climate change and global
warming.  Climate change is one of the
most serious environmental problems the
world faces.  Even if our recent strange
weather in Scotland is not related to it,
the facts are that over the past century,
global temperatures have risen by some
0.6C and the ten warmest years on record
have occurred since 1990.  Observations
in the UK indicate that as well as having
hotter drier summers, and wetter winters,
we have also seen an increase in the

frequency of extreme weather
‘happenings’ such as torrential almost
monsoon like rainfall, and very high
temperatures.  We need to tackle these
challenges as individuals: looking at our

emission producing activities,
as individuals, communities,
national government, and as
an international community.
That is why I am pleased that
the UK, as President of the
G8, has placed this matter,
along with tackling global
poverty, high on the Agenda
of the summit to be held in
Gleneagles later this year.

In the meantime, if you wish to contribute
to the current consultation, you can do
so by contributing to the current
consultation on the Review of the UK
Climate Change Programme, which is
being conducted in association with the
Scottish Executive.  You can access it
through the web on www.defra.gov.uk/
corporate/consult/current.htm or if you
contact me I can send you an executive
summary.
On this, or any other matter, you can
contact both Sylvia Jackson MSP and
myself at the Parliamentary Advice Office,
22 Viewfield Street, Stirling FK8 1UA,
telephone 01786 446515.  If you have
Internet access, then you can visit my
web site

www.AnneMcGuireMP.org.uk.
or email: mcguirea@parliament.uk

ANNE McGUIRE MP

The recent bad weather
has produced some
interesting records for
the reserve and
surrounding area. Whilst

walking back to Garrison farm along
the sheep fank track one day, a small
flock of 8 twite were battling headlong
into the strong wind, the wind brought
them to within a metre of where I was
standing, allowing me to study them
in detail as they slowly made their way
past. Along the West Highland Way a
great spotted woodpecker was the
vanguard for a mixed flock of long
tailed tits, coal tits, blue tits, great tits,
goldcrests and treecreepers. In addition

small numbers
of northern
bullfinch (sub
species of our
bullfinch) were
near the boat
house and
another small
flock in   the

trees opposite the Snaid. Possibly a
sign of climate change is the wintering
grey wagtail recorded near the boat
house, this is the fourth consecutive
winter that I have recorded a grey
wagtail here, normally they migrate
south to the continent. Elsewhere,
winter records of grey wagtail continue
to increase showing that our climate
must be getting warmer for these birds
to stay and survive. Goldeneye,
mallard, dipper, common gull, lesser
black backed gull and even a single
great black backed gull have been on
Loch Lomond. A female sparrowhawk
with a prey item was at Garrison farm,
and a juvenile kestrel was also hunting
near by. Travelling to work in the dark
mornings, a tawny owl on the fence
post near Arklet Dam was replaced
about two weeks later by a barn owl,
an unusual record for the immediate
area. Short eared owls continue to
winter in the area with one at the east
end of Loch Arklet and another
reported at Corriearklet.

Duncan Cameron

RSPB Inversnaid

Great Spotted Woodpecker

Snow
I love snow.
Usually clear and white
when it has just fallen.
Shame the day is so short.
I would stay outside
and play all night,
If only my mum
gave in.

Or maybe if
it warmed up a bit
that would be so nice,
but then the snow
would melt you see,
go all slushy and stuff.
So in the end it’s better
if it just didn’t snow at all.

By Jake Neufeld   18/1/05

The Queen Elizabeth Forest Park

Leave the city behind
venture into the forest,

along broad rides,
up narrow paths,

to where the wind
whistles in the treetops.

To where the drovers
took their cattle,

in the mists of times past,
on their way to market,

on to secret MacGregor hiding places.

Listen
to the ever flowing water,

tumbling down the hillsides,
smoothing the rocks,

as time flows by.

We are on a pilgrimage,
from the bustling city
to this place of peace

where worries are washed away,
eased by gentle breezes

murmuring through the trees.
By  Sue Brough

Slowly it falls
Nice and fluffy
Over in a while
White and cold
By Thomas Ferrie
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Rangers Ramblings
A View from the Lodge!

We are all too familiar with this time of year
Of over-indulgence in festive cheer
Of Brussels sprouts and plenty of beers
Of family arguments and one or two tears.
Of course we are happy, until we see the bill
Displaying what we’ve racked up at the counter till
And, guess what? - the present you just bought
Is something that they’ve already got.
Your darkest fears begin to set in
As the money you spent would be as well in the bin
For within the hour, the parts are lost
And, secretly, you survey the cost
The January bill from your plastic friend
Will inevitably find you at your wits end.
Next year, we’ll do it all over again.
In the meantime I can offer a cure for the pain-
VISIT THE DAVID MARSHALL LODGE!

The Rangers
Corner

There are many literary references with
regard to a stone circle in the vicinity of
MacGregors Field near Manse Road. It
is said that its location was chosen
deliberately, lying as it did on a mound of
dry ground and surrounded by burns and
patches of swamp, thereby offering
seclusion.
The common notion is that there was
some ceremonial significance to this type
of site and people
have long been
fascinated by them.
I recently
discovered for
myself that the
mysteries of the
stone circles would
appear to be as strong today as they were
in the Bronze Age. A visitor to The Lodge,
whom I had met previously, was enquiring
about the site. It turned out his pastime
is metal detecting, and he proceeded to
put forward an interesting theory that
those responsible for erecting the stones
positioned them in such a way in order to
offer ‘pain relief’ to The Earth, in much
the same way as modern man uses
acupuncture!

Did you know?

Trossachs Fact or Fiction!
To the east of the Dukes Pass, five
minutes drive north of The David Marshall
Lodge, lies The Three Lochs Forest
Drive. Throughout the course of the drive
the visitor will encounter an area of the
forest park possessed of stunning beauty.
It is also highly likely that many a
conversation will take place as to how
Loch Drunkie, the first of the lochs, came
by its name.
One of the more romantic notions takes
its roots from the age old occupation of
‘moonlighting’ which was prevalent in The
Trossachs for a number of generations.
Of course, when manufacturing illicit
whisky, great caution had to be observed!
As the rogues got down to business, a
piper was stationed above the loch to
warn of approaching excise men, the
procedure being that the playing became
faster the closer they came. One fateful
evening, however, he fell asleep on the
job and all of a sudden the taxmen were
upon him. Grabbing the pipes, he
desperately tried to retrieve the situation,
only for the whole shambolic incident to
end in chaos, with the whisky being
‘scuttled’ into the loch in a bid to remove
the evidence. Hence the name Loch
Drunkie!

Heelster Gowdie
Covenanters Inn January 1st
The prospect of bringing in the New Year
with one of the finest bands on the circuit
in such a traditional setting was enough
to make anyone feel thirsty. My self
concern at the thought of facing the
sinister weather soon faded as I reached
old oak doors and the warmth and charm
of ‘The Covvies’ kicked in. Ok, so the swift
half at the bar might have helped also.
As I joined the assembled company, and
the band played on, I was both surprised
and delighted to note the overnight
guests from England were not only too
willing to stay the course, they were
positively enthusiastic towards
Vincent’s requests for audience
participation, despite the obvious
connotations of some of the songs.
Clearly the band has a knack of winning
over the crowd, and this is down in no
small part to the inclusion of humour in
their set.
Make no mistake, this group is going
places, and by the time you read this
column they will have performed at The
Royal Concert Hall in Glasgow as part
of the Celtic Connections festival. Their
first C.D. is also now available.
The David Marshall Lodge is proud to
announce we have secured the
services of HEELSTER GOWDIE
during the coming season as resident
band. Kicking off on Easter Sunday,
there will be a performance on the first
Sunday of every month thereafter
through until October. Be there or be
square.

2005 DATES
March 27; May 1; June 5; July 3; August
7; September 4; October 2
HEELSTER GOWDIE are Russell
Wheeler, Vincent Mellon, David
Thornaby Brough and James
Thumath.Call David on 0141 956 6814
email: heelstergowdie@blueyonder.co.uk
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January 2005
Through rain, hail, snow, sleet and
sunshine (??! there was one day!)
recent weather conditions have been
interesting to say the least, perhaps a
plague of locusts next! The children
haven’t minded, of course, and some of
them were saying that this has been the
best winter ever!
New at Playgroup! Welcome to Andrew
Tootin and Samuel Owen who have
recently joined us at Playgroup, we hope
you both have a very happy time playing
and learning with us.
New ‘Bulk buying’ of Playgroup places.
This is for parents who wish for their
children to attend Playgroup on an
irregular basis. Playgroup places will be
bought in batches of 5, plus the cost of
snack for a week. Parents will then be
able to telephone Playgroup to arrange
a place as and when needed (giving at
least 24 hours notice). For each 5
sessions, parents will be expected to do
1 rota duty t/b/a when convenient for all.
THE BIG Spring Clean. Soon the
snowdrops and then the daffies will be
poking their tender features through the
grass as winter turns to spring; a time to
clear out for us humans, and make way
for the new…With this in mind, Playgroup
will be holding a spring sale. Donations
of no longer needed toys, household
goods etc. gratefully received as well as
baking on the day. Geraint (Silvan’s Dad)
is gathering all the donations so please
pass them to him. If you’re unable to
deliver them yourself contact Geraint or
another member of the committee and
we’ll arrange to pick it up for you. The

date for the sale is yet to be decided; we’ll
let you know soon. Geraint Short 382349
Next committee meeting Tuesday 15th

February. As usual parents are welcome
to attend the meeting. There will,
however, be an extra-ordinary meeting
this month specifically to discuss closing
time now that the school has changed
theirs. This will require a change to the
constitution of the Playgroup. All parents
are welcome to attend this meeting on
1st February at 7pm in the Horsa Hut.
Seed catalogue orders; Please hand
these in by 9thFebruary - thanks!
Exciting new topics for this term…The
new subjects, chosen by the children, are
to be Dinosaurs, Space and
Castles. The castles one seems to
be getting bigger and bigger and
has provoked a lot of creative
activity; the topic includes Kings,
Queens, armoury and related
interests. If anyone has any books
on any of the subjects they would
like to share we would be delighted
to borrow them. Maybe someone in
the village has some old clan
armoury?
Overdue fees for January…We
are still waiting for a few of these.
For any parents who are unclear,
all payments are now due in
advance of the session, this

includes fees and snack money. If you
are having problems making payments
please contact a member of the
committee.
Finally…The Playbus will again be
visiting Aberfoyle on 3rd February, this
time, with their onboard puppet theatre.
The bus will be parked in the usual spot
behind the Forth Inn in the public car
park.

IMPORTANT DATES:
Tuesday 1st FEB 7pm:

Extra Ordinary General Meeting
Thursday 3rd FEB:

Playbus 1.15 - 2.45 pm
Wednesday 9th FEB:

Seed orders
Tuesday 15th FEB 7pm:
Next committee meeting

Beauty On Your DoorstepBeauty On Your DoorstepBeauty On Your DoorstepBeauty On Your DoorstepBeauty On Your Doorstep
Professional H.N.D qualified Beauty Therapist,

living and based in Aberfoyle

Why travel to have that necessary WaxWaxWaxWaxWax     done?
Keep those nails in tip-top shape with a Manicure/PedicureManicure/PedicureManicure/PedicureManicure/PedicureManicure/Pedicure

Relax and de-stress with an
Aromatherapy MassageAromatherapy MassageAromatherapy MassageAromatherapy MassageAromatherapy Massage or pick me up FacialFacialFacialFacialFacial

Stimulate and increase circulation with a Swedish MassageSwedish MassageSwedish MassageSwedish MassageSwedish Massage
Why not treat yourself to a St Tropez Tan?St Tropez Tan?St Tropez Tan?St Tropez Tan?St Tropez Tan?

Bridal Make-upBridal Make-upBridal Make-upBridal Make-upBridal Make-up or Special Occasion Make-upSpecial Occasion Make-upSpecial Occasion Make-upSpecial Occasion Make-upSpecial Occasion Make-up also available
Why not have a Pamper Party Pamper Party Pamper Party Pamper Party Pamper Party - invite a few friends and

indulge in a selection of 20 - 30 minute treatments.

To book a Treatment or a Pamper Party
Call Marie on 01877 382 568

or E-mail: BeautybyMarie@aol.com
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In spite of the tragedy and
climatic extremes which are
the results of us living on a
complex but fragile earth,
we share our lives with
wonderful loving creatures
called human, people,

neighbour and the stranger.
The Aberfoyle School carol service and
the Aberfoyle Kirk watch night service
collection, totalling £101.69, was sent
to Church House in Glasgow for the
rough sleepers project. The Port of
Menteith Kirk Guild collection was
donated to the Royal British Legion.
Both kirks, together with St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church, are accepting
donations on behalf of Christian Aid for
the Tsunami appeal.
Our Junior Section Boys Brigade won
the Battalion 5-a-side football
competition on Saturday 15th January.
“Well done lads.”

Some dates for your diary:
Port of Menteith Congregational Board
and Kirk Session meet on Monday 7th

February at 7.30pm in the Port Kirk.
Aberfoyle Congregational Board and Kirk
Session meet on Monday 14th February at
7.30pm in Church House.

Guild News:
A very Good New Year to all our members
and friends. We hope you are all keeping
well and will be able to attend the meeting
on Monday 21st February at 2pm in
Church House, when children from the
school will entertain with Scots poems and
songs. At our meeting on 21st March we
are delighted to welcome back The
Morven Singers. This will be a guest
afternoon. You will be made very
welcome at either or both of these
meetings.

Aberfoyle & Port of Menteith Kirk News

How the Year 2005 started for the children at
Inversnaid.  First of all there was the Tsunami.
That really concerned us. Just after that we
had lots of rain and floods. From the 7th to
11th of January the road from Aberfoyle to
Inversnaid was closed due to severe flooding
from the heavy rain.
So was Aberfoyle School.
After the floods went down Inversnaid had a
power failure. From the 11th to the 13th of
January 05 the whole of Inversnaid did not
have power. Mathew and Ross were
extremely bored because they had nothing
to do. Some homes had no power for one
day, some for two. School was off for one day
as there was no heating but we survived.
A week later there was snow, about 18cm of
the stuff, which caused more problems. Scott,
our taxi driver, was going to get the school
children when he slid off the road whilst trying
to help another driver. The taxi was leaning
dangerously on a slope. It was very risky
pulling him out because the car was liable to
slide down the hill at any moment. This meant
that only one pupil made it to school!
Maybe the rest of January will be a little more
settled!  We’ll see.
Thomas, Jake, Mathew, Ross, Eilidh and Mrs Carter

Inversnaid Primary School
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We are now well into the New Year and
remembering the Christmas celebrations that
were held in St Mary’s church Aberfoyle over
Christmas: the joint carol service was held with
our friends from St Andrews Callander and
the Midnight and Christmas day services were
well attended. In future, the regular Sunday
service of Holy Communion will be held at
11.15am every Sunday at St Mary’s. At St
Andrew’s Callander, it will be at 10.00am.
The electrical system is now working better
than ever before thanks to Alistair Campbell
and his team of electricians and the Church
has never been warmer in the winter months
in living memory.  New outside lighting has
been installed and the main activity for the year
is to do a structural survey and have the
historic Willis organ serviced after 50 years
of continual use. This will permit work to be
done on the roof of the Fanshaw Lady Chapel
that houses the organ.  The Fanshaw family
were generous benefactors and lived at what
is now Forest Hills. One of them was an
Admiral of the Fleet and there is a memorial
window on the south elevation which will be
able to be seen again after the renovations.
If the local community of Aberfoyle and the
National Park have any ideas on how we can
make more use of this historic church for the
benefit of all, the Rector – Richard Grosse
(01877 382887) and David Miller,  ( 01877
387249), the Chair of the Vestry (governing
church committee) would love to hear from
them. We are mindful that as a vestry we have
in our care a wonderful building full of history.
If anyone would like to see the church and its
collection of artefacts of St Mary and the Child
Jesus please contact Mrs Margaret Johnson
(01877 382611).

MiltonMiltonMiltonMiltonMilton
Hello children,
First of all, let me
wish you all a very
happy New Year. I
hope that 2005
brings you everything you desire. We
had the usual New Year party at the
holt, starting on Hogmanay and
finishing on January 2nd but, without
big Rory, things were more than a little
subdued. He would have had his
magnificent set of antlers dressed
especially for the occasion. Last year
he had a set of flashing lights!
Did you read the letter from Mr.
Marshall in the last edition of Strathard
News? I have been told that poor old
Rory was one of the deer on that
trailer: a sad end to a good friend.
Grandpa Otter says that Rory has
really gone to a much better place
where there are no ticks or biting fleas
– and the grass grows sweet and
green all year round. I can’t help
thinking about all the wonderful times
we had. I’ll really miss him.
On a brighter note, playing in the
wonderfully deep snow has been
great fun. If we were not building huge
snow-otters, snow-hares and
snowmen, we would toboggan down
steep slopes to see who could go the

furthest. Then we
had the great floods!
We all splashed
about in Loch

Occasional and jumped off Echo
Rock, right into the water of Loch Ard,
where it had completely flooded over
the road!
There were storms too. The winds
ripped through the forest blowing
down many trees. A very large, very
dead tree came down across the
road, near the Altskeith. Vehicles
could only get to and from the rest of
Strathard by driving through the Loch
Ard Forest: easy if you know the way
– easy to get lost if you don’t! When
the road was closed by flooding,
convoys of cars had to be led along
the forestry tracks. Everyone got out
safely, eventually. They were exciting
times.
The first snowdrops of spring have
appeared, although spring will not
arrive just yet. It is not far away, I hope.
It will be Easter before you know it –
Easter eggs ……..and exams!
I quite like school but I am not so keen
on sitting exams.
Bye for now
Milton

Come in and look around

* New Card Lines for 2005 Now In Store *
* 1/3 off selected Soft Toys *

* Copier Paper - 500 sheets - £2.50 *
   

  New Offers at the PO Counter – watch for leaflets

Aberfoyle Post Office
Open 7 Days A Week

 7.00 -5.30, Mon – Sat; 11.00 – 5.30, Sun
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It is fair to wonder why they undertake such a
long journey but as we look to the lochs and
rivers in Scotland at this time of year, we see
that with the drop in temperature, the fish have
moved deeper and ice often covers the surface.
Fishing is almost impossible, even for the most
skilled of fisherman. But why return to
Scotland in the Spring? It is agreed that the
most likely reason is the long daylight hours
that Scotland experiences during the osprey
breeding season. The male osprey, being the
sole provider, needs as many hours as possible
to catch the 7-8 fish a day that his 2 or 3 chicks
will need if they are to survive.
So we await the return of the osprey to the
Trossachs and it is an exciting time for us as
technology begins to allow us to get an insight
into their lives without disturbing them.
Through the use of cameras, a whole new
world has opened up and we are constantly
learning new things about osprey behaviour.
Having worked with ospreys for the last 3
years, I cannot emphasise the joy that watching
these remarkable birds can bring. I hope you
will come and see for yourself and join Osprey
watch in 2005.

Joanna McFarlane,
Bird of Prey Officer,

David Marshall Lodge,
Aberfoyle

If you are interested in visiting or volunteering
at the Ospreywatch, please contact Joanna
McFarlane on 01877 382258 or email
joanna.mcfarlane@forestry.gsi.gov.uk. We are
hoping the ospreys will return at the end of
March/beginning of April. The David Marshall
Lodge and the osprey viewing area are open:
February, Thurs-Sun and March-December, 7
days a week. Entrance is Free.

On the 13th September 2004, as with many
generations before him, a young male osprey
sets off from the Trossachs on an incredible
3000 mile journey to fly south to his wintering
ground in West Africa.
Having only hatched 12 weeks earlier, this
young male osprey has never
been to Africa before, yet neither
his parents nor his younger
brother will accompany him on
the journey. He will simply have
to find his own way there. He
will have to battle the winds that
will try to push him westward
towards the dangerous expanse
of the Atlantic Ocean and he will
no doubt be oblivious to the
barrels of guns pointing
indiscriminately into the air. The
young male osprey has a 1 in 3 chance of
making it safely to West Africa. He will never
see his parents or brother again, unless by
chance.
In 2004, this young male osprey and his
brother survived the odds and despite the harsh
weather conditions and collapse of their nest,
went on to reach adulthood. Each year we see
them cling to life through the toughest of  times
yet when the day comes for them to leave,
there is nothing we can do but stand by and
watch as they embark unaware, on their
treacherous journey.  At the age of three they
will be ready to have young of their own and
will return to Scotland to find their mate for
life. We will have to wait until 2007 before
we will  know if these two young brothers
have survived the 6000mile round trip.
Before that time comes, we have other
concerns for our Trossachs ospreys. It is not

only the chicks that migrate south alone.
Despite pairing for life, the osprey male and
female migrate separately to West Africa, often
spending the winter several hundred miles
apart. It is an arrangement that some may
consider quite favourable! We cannot be sure

that the parents of
our two brave
youngsters, have
made it to West
Africa. They must
face the same
dangers. We must
hope that their
experience has led
them on a safer
route and that we
will see their return
to the Trossachs at

the end of March 2005, where they will be
reunited with one another.
While Scotland resigns itself to dealing with
the aftermath of flooding, ice and snow, we
know that if the family have successfully
migrated to West Africa, they will, at this very
moment, be basking in the warmth of the
African sun.  Some will be relaxing on the
coast of Senegal, Gambia and Mauritania and
some more inland on wetland reserves. Their
daily menu may consist of sardines, sea bass
and if they can catch them, flying fish! No
doubt it is a nice change from trout that has
probably constituted a large proportion of their
diet in the six breeding months in Scotland.
For the parents, it is a chance to regain their
energy and prepare for the next breeding
season and for their return journey to Scotland
at the end of February or beginning of March.

Return of the Osprey....
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The Scottish Ambulance
Service report that the
most common question
that is asked of them is,
“What happens if I have
a heart attack?” The
following document

explains, in lay terms, their response to
heart attack victims.
If a person suffers from severe chest
pains and breathing difficulties then help
should be sought as quickly as possible
by dialling 999 and asking for the
Ambulance Service. When a 999 call is
received in one of the Scottish Ambulance
Service Emergency Medical Dispatch
Centres, an ambulance service operator
will ask the caller a number of questions
about the nature of the patient’s condition.
In most cases, an accident and
emergency vehicle is on its way while a
call is being answered. In some cases it
is essential that the caller remains on the
telephone after the details have been
obtained since one of the Scottish
Ambulance Service’s specially trained
operators may give advice or instruction
on how the patient can be helped whilst
waiting for the arrival of the Accident and
Emergency vehicle and crew. Callers
should remain calm and listen carefully
to any instructions which may be given.
If the instructions are not understood,
callers should ask for them to be
repeated.
This is what the Scottish Ambulance
Service has determined as a category A
call and the Accident and Emergency
ambulance will come to you very quickly,
using blue lights and sirens which the
crew may turn off once they have your
house in their sight. This is to reduce the
concern of neighbours. When the

Accident and Emergency crew arrives,
the patient’s condition will be assessed.
Oxygen will be given to assist breathing
and pain relief will be provided by the
paramedic if this is necessary. All of the
Scottish Ambulance Service’s front line
Accident and Emergency ambulances
carry items of equipment called
defibrillators. These are heart monitoring
machines which monitor heart rhythms
called ECGs and view your heart from 12
different angles. In cases where an
abnormal heart rhythm has been
detected, the defibrillator can be used to
correct any life threatening conditions.
At this stage, the Scottish Ambulance
Service has brought the hospital to the
patient. Paramedics carry a large number
of drugs which can be used to alleviate
the heart condition, e.g. “clot busting
drugs”. Paramedics are state registered
and can prescribe and administer these
drugs in their own right. They possess
high levels of skill in airway care, similar
to that of doctors. They will not rush you
to hospital. At this stage their job is to
stabilise your condition and this may take
up to 20 minutes. Once they are satisfied
with you, they will take you to the most
suitable hospital for your condition – even
if this is further away than your local
hospital. They know the best facilities to
meet your needs. If required, the Scottish
Ambulance Service has sophisticated
links to coronary care units, which they
use to ensure that they have knowledge
of your arrival and history. Do not be
alarmed if they do not use blue light
and sirens.  These are more likely to add
to your anxiety but they may use them to
prevent long delays if traffic is heavy.  For
more information visit
www.scottishamblance.co.uk

What Happens If I Have A Heart Attack?
Advice from the Scottish Ambulance Service

Forest Theatre Company
are in the midst of
rehearsals for their next
production in Gartmore
Village Hall.  After the
success of Annie, Fiddler
on the Roof and Oliver,

the cast from Aberfoyle, Gartmore and
Kinlochard are ready to raise the roof with

The Sound of Music
The show has been brought forward this
year therefore the dates are 17th, 18th and
19th March 2005.  We have also added a
matinee performance on Saturday 19th to
accommodate families with very young
children.  Tickets will be on sale from mid
February in the Post Office, Aberfoyle and
Gartmore Village Shop so catch them when
you can and we look forward to seeing you
there!

Helen Webster
Chairperson,

Forest Theatre Company



Hogmanay Party
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall

The Forsyth, Murray, Macadam/Livingston and
Stewart families would like to thank all their
guests for coming to the party and for making
it a memorable evening.
£86.41 was collected on the night and a total
of £190 was paid to the Tsunami Appeal.

A big Thank You to the many friends who sent
us Christmas Cards.  Instead of sending cards,
we decided to contribute to Oxfam.   On your
behalf, we hope to make a difference to the
lives of those not so fortunate as ourselves.

May 2005 bring you all that you wish for.

Mary, Ruaridh, Catriona & Mairi Phillips
Forth House, Aberfoyle

www.oxfamunwrapped.com

Aberfoyle  Toddlers
Our new session started on Wednesday 12th
January, so if your Christmas toys are better
played with someone else do bring them along
to our Wednesday morning get- together.

 Wednesdays 10.00am - 12 noon
Memorial Hall

Do try and join us 
Further details from Lynne on 01877 382 523 
or Marcia 01877 382 486

Thank You

seriously natural remedies
& pampering gifts
delivered to your door!

(local delivery free)
remedies made to your special requirements

to request a catalogue or discuss your needs
Telephone 01877 382 349
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Please send completed crossword to Editor, Strathard News, Schoolhouse, Inversnaid, FK8 3TU
or hand in to Aberfoyle Post Office.  Solution and winning entry will be published in Issue 20

Issue 18 solution:
Across 1. gosling 5. systole 9. ark 10. lends 11. image 12. pup 13. assert 16. mislay 19. tuna 21. call 23. cats
24.apostolic 25. hear 26. ewes 27. sell 28. xylene 31. absorb 35. sub 37. karat 38. unite 39. ely 40. xanthin
41. surgery
Down  1. Ghana 2. sales 3. inner 4.gasp 5. skip 6. swami 7. one 8. ebony 14. slavery 15. enlarge 16. manly
17.success 18. ant bear 20. until 22. mouse 28. Xerox 29. liken 30. north 32.brier 33. obese 34.belly 35. sten
36. buys

Issue 18 £5 prize winner:  Marcia Gordon.
Thank you to all who handed in your completed crossword. Maybe you ‘ll be lucky next time!

Across
9. Something improvised (13)
10. Owing (3)
11. Access hole (7)
12. A person that uses (4)
13. Weapons (4)
15. Register (5)
17. Free from sin (7)
19. Intense hatred (5)
21. Become firm (3)
23. Toe or finger (5)
24. Illness (7)
25. Rascal (5)
27. Hand (4)
28. The wise men (4)
30. Articles (7)
32. The Lion (3)
33. Meteorologist (13)

Down
1. Masked (9)
2. Edible fruit (5)
3. Froth (4)
4. Very large woman (8)
5. Toil (6)
6. Location (4)
7. Dig beneath (9)
8. Back portions of feet (5)
14. Thaws (5)
16. Humble (5)
18. Nightdress (9)
20. Marriage (9)
22. Hand woven pictorial design (8)
26. Absence of passion (6)
27. Mediterranean island (5)
29. Misuse (5)
30. Stuff (4)
31. Sledge (4)

£5 Prize Crossword

Name:

Address:

Tel No:

Ford Galaxy: 7 seats, 2ltr diesel, 150,000 miles
approx, V reg  £4,500 ono
Lesley 01877 387210 lesley@quirk.co.uk

House contents: Ikea, VG condition  Family
relocating abroad after only 5 months in
Scotland. 3 x double beds, 4 x bedside tables,
2 x chests of drawers, Klippan sofa & 2 chairs
with spare covers, dining table, 8 chairs, desk,
rugs, 6 x cane conservatory chairs, etc etc.
 Prices negotiable  Buyer collects from Bridge
of Allan.
Lesley 01877 387210 lesley@quirk.co.uk

for sale

to let

Riverside, Stirling
Fully furnished 2 bedroom flat, kitchen, lounge/
dining room, boxroom/study, private parking.
£450 per month.
Tel: 01301 702970

church services

Church of Scotland: Sundays 10 am at Port
of Menteith and 11.15 am in Aberfoyle Kirk

Scottish Episcopal: 11.15 am every Sunday
at St Mary’s, Aberfoyle and 10.00 am at St
Andrew’s, Callander

clubs
Brownies: meet every Wednesday at 6 pm in
Church House, Aberfoyle.

Local History Society: meets on 1st Monday
of the month at 7.30 pm in Kinlochard Hall or
School.

Community Council: meets on 1st Thursday
of the month at 7.30 pm. Next meeting in
Kinlochard Village Hall on 7th Feb, Inversnaid
Primary School on 3rd March, Aberfoyle Me-
morial Hall on 7th April.

Youth Club: meets every Friday at 7.30 pm in
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall.

Kinlochard Toddlers: meets every Friday at
10.30 am till 12 noon in Village Hall or School.
Bring a parent.

Aberfoyle Toddlers: meets every Wednesday
at 10 am till 12 noon in Memorial Hall.

Loch Ard Rowing Club: Contact Douglas
Harrison on 01877 382275.
Website: www.lochard.net

Loch Ard Sailing Club: Contact Richard
Gordon by email r.gordon1@tesco.net.
Website: www.lochardsc.org.uk

Aberfoyle WRI: meets on 3rd Thursday of
the month at 7.30 pm in Memorial Hall from
September to June.




