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From Sat. 1st to Mon.17th April 

 

Tramping Through the Trossachs 
 

Annual Local Spring Festival of the  

Great Trossachs Outdoors! 

 

Two weeks of events and activities from 

Gartmore to Invernaid will whet your appetite 

and give ideas for having fun all year round!  

 

Trossachs Trampers Big Breakfast! 

Guided Walks! Wild Life! 

Wet and Wild Watersports, 

Ceilidhs, Farm Tours,  

Easter Bunnies! Easter Eggs! Easter Praise! 

& so much more! 

 

Look Out for The Full Programme! 
 

TIC: 01877 382 352 

 

www.VisitAberfoyle.com 

Sailing, Canoeing, Kayaking, Fishing, Boat Hire, Mountain Biking,
Quad Biking, Off Road Driving and Safari’s, Climbing, Abseiling,
Archery, and multi-activity courses. There is a wide range of
equipment at the centre available for any activity which you wish
to pursue.

Forest Hills Watersports Centre offers a multitude
of activities to groups and individuals. Taster sessions
for beginners are available all week, while those with
more experience can benefit from further training or
simply hire one of our boats. All activities are under
the supervision of qualified staff, and all necessary
equipment can be provided for a safe and enjoyable
day, weekend or week away.

open to everybody...........with something for everyone!

FOREST HILLS WATERSPORTS CENTRE
Kinlochard, Aberfoyle, Stirlingshire FK8 3TL

Phone 01877 387 775 Email foresthills@goforth.co.uk

You’ve seen it on TV-
now read it in the
Strathard News! Our
readers best Pet Hates
- consigned to Room
101!

This winter Stirling Council has conducted
Road Trials as a rehearsal for their entry
to next year’s Indianapolis 500.  They have
just recently announced the great success
of these trials.
As can be seen from the attached
photographs taken at their secret training
area on the B 829, their new off-road
vehicles performed splendidly (particularly
off-road).  The newly designed superfast
snowploughs have certainly lived up to their
name, performing well in almost all
circumstances.  Unfortunately, due to time
pressure, the drivers have had to train
during the winter and in heavy snow  which,
as is well known, are not ideal conditions
in which to drive snowploughs.

  Road Trials A Great Success!

There were two occasions this winter past
where the drivers lost control of their
vehicles, the first instance in December,
the second in March this year.  It has been
reported that they may have hit deep pot
holes, of which this road is apparently
notorious, resulting in them coming off the
road and subsequently discovering that the
vehicles are not too good off-road after all,
and ‘ditching’ them, in a manner of
speaking.  Still, it is only by trial-and error-
that such design faults are revealed.
We are lead to believe that it was not really
the drivers’ fault, as the potholes in
question gave the aspect of frozen lochans
and therefore safe to drive on.  Sadly, on
both occasions, the trials had to be

ditched, as did the vehicles.  The fact that
these runs were secret only came to light
when the residents of Inversnaid attempted
to reach civilization (Aberfoyle, tae youse),
and found the road blocked.  Both
‘accidents’ caused the road to be closed
for many hours each time.  It has also been
stated that these accidents caused
considerable damage to the road surface
but, being the B829, local residents admit
this would be hard to prove conclusively.
The good news is not that there will be no
more snow until next winter, but that the
Council are confining their road trials to
the summer months, with snow blades
raised.  The Council still feels that it stands
a good chance at the Indianaploughs 500
next year-so long as the weather holds.



2

The Kinlochard Gala Day will be on
Sunday 16th July 2006.

We will have the usual stalls.  There will
be some different static displays, two of
which I can confirm: there will be a team
of huskies on show; the A&SH recruitment
team will have a display along with
shooting paintballs at targets and it is
hoped they will have the Regimental
mascot too. There is still a lot of finalising
to do re arena displays etc.  If I can make
a plea to your readers?  We are looking
for Raffle prizes, bric-a-brac and home
baking. Any small donation will be
gratefully accepted and, of course, physical
help too.  Contact me Archie Holmes on
01877387756 or email
archie1272@btinternet.com    

editorial
Welcome to the spring issue of
Strathard News. I know the spring
flowers are there – under all this white
stuff. We can’t complain, though,
since we’ve been very lucky with the
weather so far, a thought echoed in
some of the articles in the newspaper.
People have certainly responded to
our plea for more local news: thanks
to them and long may it continue.
I’ve just been reading about another
success story: Strathard Community
Trust has been awarded £10,000 in
the latest round of quarrying grants.
Apparently this will be used to fund
improvements in the play park in
Aberfoyle. This is good news and I’m
sure we’ll hear more about how the
money will be spent in the next issue
of Strathard News.
Hope you enjoy this issue. If you have
any comments we are always pleased
to hear from you. You can contact any
member of the committee or leave
items in the PO for uplift. Remember
too, we have reporters who will write
the story for you if you don’t feel like
putting pen to paper.

Margaret

Environmental Day
On Wednesday, 12th April, Strathard
Community Council will be holding their
annual Environmental Day in the Memorial
Hall, Aberfoyle. Doors open at 2.00pm and
close at 6.00pm. As usual, this will include
stalls which should be of interest to both
residents and visitors. There are no entry
charges and the running buffet will also
be free. Stalls will include Care & Repair
for non-Council-owned property; free long
life electric light bulbs; Healthy Eating; Fix-
it; Waste Management and provision of
compost bins; worms for composting; help
with and information regarding Council Tax
rebates; NHS information on the latest help
committee, PPF; Social Security Tax
Credits; Rangers from the National Park
and Stirling Council.

The May outing is A CHOICE OF TWO
EVENTS. The first is to hear the Soweto
Gospel Choir sing in the Glasgow Concert Hall
on Tuesday 9th May at 7.30 pm.  OR The
second on the same evening, is a visit to
IKEA. Subject to 25 booking.  The cost for
the Concert Hall ticket and transport is £25
(£17.50p seats) to be paid in advance. The
cost for the Ikea trip is £7.50p. The Coach
picks up in Callander Square at
4.35pm. Aberfoyle T.I.  5pm. Gartmore P.O.
5 . 1 5 p m .  B u c h l y v i e
5.30pm. Drymen 5.45pm. Balfron Cotton Street
6.pm. Balfron Registrars 6.05pm. Killearn P.O.
6.15pm. Blanefield P.O. 6.30pm. Book at
Balfron Library
 01360 440407, with Gena on 850 437 or with
Joan pm only 440095.
Returning to Scotland following world tours
and a critically acclaimed sell out run at the
2004 Edinburgh Festival Fringe, The Soweto
Gospel Choir perform an inspirational
repertoire of tribal, traditional and popular
African gospel, both written by the Choir and
arrangements of international favourites. The
26-strong group draw on the best talent from
the many churches and communities, in and
around Soweto, performing earthy rhythms
and rich a capella harmonies in eight different
languages.Nothing can prepare you for this
riot of exuberance and depth of emotion - and
you don’t have to be a believer to be inspired.
The  IKEA store is open until 10pm, their
restaurant closes at 9pm and the coach will
leave there at 9.15 pm. to return to the Concert
hall and then home.

T.A.G.S. (Third Age Group
Strathendrick)

GARAGE WORKSHOP

Mot’s while you wait, Mon-Sat
Car and Bus Servicing, Tyres,
 Exhausts, & General Repairs.

ABERFOYLE MOTORS Ltd
Main Street, Aberfoyle, FK8 3UG

Tel: 01877 382 341/342

IG Painting
Interior & Exterior

Iain Glen,Aberfoyle

Tel 07737726338
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Unique range of arts and craft
from throughout the world

Extensive plant area for all
your gardening needs

Open seven days - 10am to 6pm
Main Street, Aberfoyle

01877 382308

guyana
plants, crafts and art

 

available for horses 
Stabling possible 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kirkton Farm 
Aberfoyle 

Tel: 01877 382 316 

 

Homemade Soup
from local fresh produce

Daily Home Bakes
scones, tablet, good Scottish baking

All-day breakfast
ranging from the Sneaky

Highlander(fried egg with dumpling) to
the Hale and Hearty (full Scottish

breakfast)

Tel 01877 387284
Open daily from 10 am

Kinlochard Village Shop
9am-6pm Monday – Saturday

9am-4pm Sunday

Here are a few pictures of the delegation’s
visit which aimed to develop links with the
national Assembly of Malawi at a number
of levels looking at governance,
institutional management, participation
and training opportunities, as well as visits
to projects linked to Scottish Voluntary
organisations which are contributing to
improving key areas such as health,
education, civil society, agriculture and the
economy generally.

During the trip I was pleased to
visit Janet Chesney from
Gartmore at the Nkhamenya Girls’
Secondary School.  In the photo
Janet greets the delegation
including an old friend, Karen
Gillon MSP.  As some of you may
know Janet is a computing teacher
and has spent the last 18 months
preparing a computer laboratory,
acquiring computers and materials
for the course.  She has just
recently started to teach her
subject.  She is also in charge of
the hostels at the school and has
been responsible for renovating,
with the aid of a small grant from
SCIAF, 2 hostels and a sick bay.
This work is unfinished due to a
shortage of funds at the moment.
Janet intends to hold a fundraising
event at the Black Bull, Gartmore
on Saturday 22nd April.  I hope that
as many local people as possible
will be able to support her by
attending the event which would
help her to finish the worthwhile
work she is undertaking in Malawi.

Sylvia Jackson MSPSylvia Jackson MSPSylvia Jackson MSPSylvia Jackson MSPSylvia Jackson MSP
Malawi is one of the poorest countries in the world with an income per person of around $160 per year.  Life expectancy in Malawi is
around 37 years – half that of the average Scot.  This was the backdrop for the cross party delegation visit by the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association of the Scottish Parliament.  What did we find?  Poverty, yes and great challenges, but also a people
whose warmth made you easily forget the many problems they face.  Malawi truly is the warm heart of Africa.

Cross Party Delegation

Janet in her computing lab

The delegation received a warm welcome across the country.

Making my mark at Nkhamenya Girls School

As always my colleague Anne McGuire and I can be contacted at
the Parliamentary Advice Centre at 22 Viewfield Street, Stirling
FK8 1UA – Telephone: 01786 446515 Email:
sylvia.jackson.MSP@scottish.parliament.uk
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Midweek Barn Dances At Kinlochard...Och Aye!
Fergus and Gregor Wood are to run a mid-week ceilidh in MacGregor’s
Barn at Ledard Farm every Wednesday evening, 8–11pm, starting
Wednesday, 12th April.  The dances, featuring the Kinlochard Ceilidh
Band, will continue until the end of September.  Light refreshments
will be available and children are most welcome.
“We got the message that tourists are looking for midweek live
traditional music in the Trossachs but it can only be found in bars,
restaurants and hotels at the weekends,” said Fergus.  “We hope
local families will feel welcome to join in the dancing, the old barn
certainly lends itself for a good evening.”
Tickets for the ceilidhs are priced at £10 for adults and £5 for
children. The farm is also expanding its farm tours from Tuesday to
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2.30–5.30pm.  The tour includes an
agricultural and historical presentation on the farm, a whisky tasting
(for the adults!), a weaponry display of Jacobite weapons, a talk on
the Battle of Killiecrankie (1689) at which Rob Roy fought,
and refreshments.  Tickets are £10 for adults and £5 for children.  To
book phone the farm, tel: 01877 387219.
If plans are successful, it is hoped to run public transport to and from
these events in association with Aberfoyle Motors – watch this space!
     

Last year it was an Easter Bonnet Competition, this year the
Kinlochard Hall Committee, ever novel, have dreamt up an Easter
Egghead Competition to be held at the Tramping Through The
Trossachs Festival Ceilidh at the village hall on Easter Friday,
14th April.
Children from six – ninety-six years of age are invited to bring
their entries – a hardboiled painted egghead in an egg cup. This
competition has been generously sponsored, with prizes for
adults and children, by the The Wee Blether Wee Blether Wee Blether Wee Blether Wee Blether Coffee Shop. 
Tickets for the dance - £7 per adult, £5 per child (up to 15) can
be purchased from the Kinlochard Shop and the Trossachs
Discovery Centre. The dance is from 8 p.m. till late.
Music will be provided by the Kinlochard Ceilidh Band. This
is a B.Y.O.B. event.

Easter Eggheads at Festival Ceilidh

• Do you have a garage full of broken items which
you are going to mend “soon” or which need
removed to the skip?

• Is your wardrobe stuffed with clothes which need
“slight alterations” before you can wear them?

• Are the kids nagging you to get connected to the
Internet?

If the answer to any of these questions is “Yes”, then our
“Fix-it” team could be just the people you need!  Three local
businesses have joined together to bring various repair
services to your locality.  Bruce Wallace (Wallace Home
Services), Graham Flett (Microcroft) and Fiona Stuart can
help you with services ranging from clothing alterations to
computing solutions; from vacuum cleaner repairs to blade
sharpening.
We will be holding a “Fix-it” Fair in local halls on each
Sunday in March.  (Kinlochard, Aberfoyle and Gartmore -
see separate advertisement in this copy of The Strathard
News).  These Fairs will take a similar form to the “Antiques
Roadshow” TV programme.  Customers are invited to bring
along their items to the local hall, where they can chat to
our experts and receive advice and free estimates for repairs
(as well as a cup of tea!)  If this is not suitable an appointment
can be made for the relevant person to visit their home.
We are also offering a service to remove unwanted items to
the skip.  Charges will depend on the size and weight of
items.

For more information call
Gillian Wallace on 01877 382098.

Do You Need a “Fix”?
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by Owen McKee  

National Park News
I make no apology for returning to
Planning for this article for there is no
issue which causes more intense
concern within the Park. Perhaps that
is what produced the theme for The
Breadalbane Area Meeting arranged
by The Community Partnership in
Killin on 16th February.
Presentations on Planning
Procedures and Regulations
with the resulting difficulties
were given by Mick Stewart,
Head of Planning at Stirling
Council, and Tracey Peedle,
Principal Planning Officer
(Policy) at the Park.
Questions were invited from the
audience and, since a goodly number
present had personal experience of
the difficulties that can arise,
examples of apparent inconsistent and
unreasonable decisions were brought
to the fore. I won’t pretend that
everyone (or even anyone) went away
happy but I do believe it was a very
useful exercise in that it highlighted the
need to be more responsive to the
community view.
The question then arises as to how
this can be achieved. To a certain
extent circumstances are in favour
because, as was highlighted at the
meeting, the local content of the

planning process is channelled
through the Local Plan. And here’s the
good bit - the Park Authority is to
embark on preparing a new Local Plan
for the whole of the Park at the end of
2006. In preparing the Local Plan the
Park Authority MUST consult with the
communities. I know that hands will
go up in horror and gasps of, “who

ever listens to
consultations,” will ensue.
I can, however,
confidently say that the
Park Authority does listen
and does take community
views into account.
Witness the recent

consultations on the Bye-laws for Loch
Lomond and Seaplanes and indeed
for the Park Plan which are all being
adjusted to take account of the
representations made. The trick is to
ensure that it is a community view and
so that is where you come in. Now is
the time to consider what you would
like to see included or excluded. It is
important that coherent proposals are
put forward. One element which
arises constantly is “affordable
housing” for local people. This is a
legitimate aspiration for the Local Plan
but of the many schemes I have come
across I have yet to find one which is

achievable past the first purchase of
the property. If anyone does come
across a scheme which seems to
work please let me know. The
Community Council is already doing
much splendid work for the
community and I am sure would be
more than happy to co-ordinate the
community input to the Local Plan . In
addition I undertake to ensure that the
community view is given weight in
preparing the Local Plan.
In the meantime we have to cope with
what is in place just now. And that
brings us to another element which
mushrooms as a new tourist season
looms - UNAUTHORISED SIGNAGE.
As I have previously pointed out most
advertising signs do need planning
permission. If, therefore, you are
contemplating putting out signs,
please do consult with the Planning
Dept (Phone 01389 722600) to check
the position. I can assure you that the
Enforcement Unit will be alert to
unauthorised signs.

As always I can be contacted as
follows:
Post:           Taigh na Bhuth,
                  Lochearnhead,
                  FK19 8PR
Phone:       01567 830214
owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk

The View from The Park

Braeval Antiques
Aberfoyle

Tel. 01877 382400
Mobile 0781 4405975

Ask for Andrew

Braeval Old Mill, Braeval,
Nr Aberfoyle, Stirling. FK8 3UY

I have been involved in the antiques business on a part-time
basis for the past forty years and am passionate about my
work.  Since retiring from the hospitality business I am now
involved on a full-time basis and would, therefore, be
delighted to help, to the best of my ability and knowledge, in
the following areas:

1. Free valuations for insurance (without prejudice)
2. Valuations for probate (without prejudice) cost 2.5

% of valuation
3. To help and advise on a) antiques repairs b) antiques

restoration c) antiques maintenance
4. Help and advice on selling your antiques by auction
5. The location and purchase of that rare item you have

always promised yourself
6. I purchase individual items
7. I purchase complete estate or house contents

Every contact is made with total discretion, confidentiality
and courtesy, at a time to suit the client.  Properties cleared
will be left secure, swept and tidy.
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Aberfoyle and
Port of Menteith

Parish Church

 “Spring is in the air” - so are the snow flakes.
The buds are flowering, the lambs are with us,
the nights are getting shorter, and the tourists
keep coming. We can only thank God for where
we are today, and remember those who have
still to discover what we take for granted.
The World Day of Prayer Service was held in
Aberfoyle Kirk on Friday 3rd March at 7p.m.
The Theme was “Signs of The Times” and
the order of Service had been written by
Christian women of South Africa. The Six
Together churches’ members together with our
brothers and sisters from St. Mary’s Church
shared in the worship and raised the sum of
£127.67 to be contributed to the World day of
Prayer.
Our series of Six Together Services each
Sunday night begins at 7pm on 5th March in
Buchlyvie, 12th March in Kippen, 19th March
in Port of Menteith, 26th March in Gartmore,
2nd April in Norrieston, 9th April in Aberfoyle,
and Easter Sunday 16th April at the David
Marshall Lodge at 8am followed by breakfast,
then Sunday Service in each individual
Church.
The Annual or Stated Meeting for the Port of
Menteith Kirk will begin at 7.30p.m on
Wednesday 15th March in the Kirk.  All
members are requested to attend.
The Annual or Stated Meeting for Aberfoyle
Kirk will take place immediately after the
Service on Sunday 26th March in the Church
Hall.  All members are requested to attend.
On Friday 14th April the Port Kirk will be open
for a period of meditation and prayer at 2pm,
and Aberfoyle Kirk will be open at 3.30pm for
a period of meditation and prayer.
Mr. Kenneth Hand, our organist, will give
musical support.
The Boys Brigade will not meet on Friday 31st
March resuming on 21st April.
We are still hoping for improved attendance
at the Sunday Club and Church Services.
Why not come and maybe you will get your
eyes opened!
Thoughts for those of us with dodgy
bathroom scales: the floor is uneven, the
battery is flat.  How to have a guilt free month:
drinking a Diet Coke with a bar of chocolate
cancels out all fattening effects! Food used
for medical purposes - hot chocolate, toast,
cheesecake and whisky - does not count!
Encourage family and friends to eat up, it will
only go to waste - this will soon make YOU
look thinner!  Then again you only cheat and
fool yourself, and so many ways, but the tape
measure has the true measure of us all.
With every Blessing
Rev Danny Gibb.

On Sunday 26th February the new
Bishop of St Andrews, Dunkeld
and Dunblane made his first visit
to St Mary’s Church. He is David
Chillingworth a former Canon in the
Diocese of Armagh and a priest in the
Church of Ireland, a flourishing
Anglican Church dating back to the
Reformation with the Archbishop of
Armagh as the leader. It is one of the
I r i s h
Establishments
that exists as
one body in
both The
North of
Ireland and
the Republic
of Ireland and
has had a
t u r b u l e n t
history. It has
t w o
cathedrals in Dublin, which is the only
European City that still does not have
a Roman Catholic Cathedral, as the
power following Cromwell up until the
1920s was in the hands of the
“English Irish” as it still is in the North
of Ireland.
His sermon was inspirational and
encouraged all to be prepared to meet
and make welcome all persons and
to encourage mission to the troubled
world by being flexible and going in and
out with the tide. The Church was full
and it is great to see more and more
local families attending church here in
this historic church in Aberfoyle.
The entire congregation were invited
to Laraich the home of Peter and Kate
Joynson, whose hospitality and the
lunch provided by the ladies of the
church made for a wonderful happy
day. Other former Church of Ireland
members now living in Scotland
enjoyed talking with Bishop David as
well as the locals and members from
Strathendrick. It was a bit like the feast
after the “Sermon on the Mount” with
a lot of food left over. The Joynson
family have been members and
generous benefactors of the Church
since it was built in 1893 and Peter

knows more about local history than
anyone else in Scotland.
Local Gardening and Landscaping
contractor Davie Henderson and his
colleague David from Gartmore did a

magnificent job
making the church
garden look at its
best on a February
Sunday in
anyone’s memory.
The daffodils will
soon be out and
the best display of
12 different types
of daffodils gifted
by Julie
Edmonstone of
Duntreath and TV

gardening fame will be there for all to
see and admire.
The next job that Davie Henderson will
be doing is lifting and relaying the path
at the north elevation and making
steps down behind the Vestry so
visitors will be able to walk in safety
all around the wonderful historic
Church of St Mary’s. The George
Hawes memorial garden is now ready
to receive shrubs in memory of loved
ones and join the two already planted.
The picture is of Bishop David and
Rector Richard and Lay Reader
Margie after the service. A big event
will take place on Sunday 30th April
when Maxie Richards the founder of
the Maxie Richards Foundation will be
preaching the sermon about the drug
scene in Glasgow and how we can
help. All are welcome to come and
listen to her at the 11.15 service.
Please remember to visit the church
website:
www.stmarychurchaberfoyle.org.uk
where the Easter Services are noted
and lots of interesting information is
available. Please let us know what you
think.

Bill Richardson

A Great Day With The Bishop
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In search of the perfect snow we took our
huskies to the French Alps, both to train and
to race, for the fourth successive winter.  In
Scotland we run on dirt and stone trails and,
on very rare occasions, on snow.  On the rare
occasions when we do get snow, conditions
are far from good.  There may be very deep
patches, which our dogs struggle through,
there are bare patches which can ruin the sled
runners and then there is ice, which is
obviously dangerous to both dogs and
humans.
However, last winter in France, we found the
perfect snow trails, dedicated to sled dog
teams and pisted on a daily basis and that is
where we headed for again this January.
Situated to the west of the Alps, the Vercors
plateau is 3000 feet above sea level south
of Grenoble. It is a winter sports
playground, though not as commercial
as the ski resorts further east, and
consists of a series of small towns and
villages, not all of them commercial or
‘touristy’.
My friend from Linlithgow and I had
gone to the Vercors last year with our
dog teams and enjoyed it immensely,
being made to feel very welcome. This
year we both went again, in convoy in
our vans, which the dogs recognize as
their second home, with our wives and
families on this occasion. An
observation was later made that our drink
consumption was reduced because of
this, but I can state quite categorically
that this was scurrilous.  Well, sort of.
The longest stretch is from Aberfoyle to the
Channel Tunnel.  We left at 6am and did not
reach the Tunnel until 6pm. Traffic on the
roads south was not too bad.  Rather it was
because we were driving a van, fully laden
with 9 dogs, 2 humans, equipment, dog food
and water for the dogs to last two weeks.  Also,
it has to be remembered that we always had to
make comfort stops for the dogs, to walk, water
and feed them. It takes up a fair bit of time.
We use the Channel Tunnel because the
journey is shorter, being only 30 minutes,
should we have problems with the dogs. We
have found from experience that it is always
better to make the journey through Britain and
doing the Tunnel crossing the same day, thus
getting a B & B in northern France.  This is for
two reasons.  Firstly, the B & Bs that we have
used in the Folkestone area are not any great
shakes, unlike French accommodation.
Secondly, the clocks go forward an hour as
soon as you reach France, so you start the
journey south through France bright and
early.
The journey south through France had its
problems.  We hit blizzard conditions on the
motorway south of Lyons which delayed us
by a day.  At one stage we even had the
gendarmes assisting by pushing our van out
of a snowdrift.  And that is with snow tyres
and snow chains!

A word about the French motorways: they
are great.  Because they are generally toll
roads they are quiet of traffic other than
around the cities.  It is not cheap to travel on
them but you do get to your destination
quickly.  I also noticed that when driving on
the motorways and wanting to pull out, in
Britain you indicate and cars coming behind
you in the middle lane will pull out to the outer.
Not in France. There you have to indicate and
pull out before they move over. Also, you have
to watch out for the cars entering on the slip
roads. Here you sometimes slow down to let
them enter. Over there they hit the motorway
at a speed far faster than you are going.  The
French must have a word for Yeehaa!

But the training area was in beautiful
condition when we eventually got there.  We
stayed there for one week in the nearby village
of Vassieux, so unspoilt by tourism that there
still were working farms in the centre of the
village. We ran our dogs every day, either in
the cool of the morning or late afternoon, and
sat out with our teams during the day in the
hot sun. We did have quite a few encounters
when out with our dogs, one of the most
unusual being when my team came across offal
and blood in the middle of the trail. I managed
to get them past with difficulty only to mention
it to a local that evening to find that there
were wolves in the mountains. Oh thank you!
After a week’s training we headed north in
the Vercors to a two day race at the small town
of Autrans, some 40 miles north.  Last year we
had run the race on arrival, and the dogs were
struggling because of the altitude and days
in the van travelling. This year it was different.
They had loved the training runs, getting fitter
- and faster - through the week. We had also
got used to running with a sled, something
we don’t get much chance of doing back home.
The journey north to the racesite was
interesting. At one place we had to negotiate
several miles of hairpin bends, with ice on the
road and a low stone wall separating us from
our maker. The road must have been carved
out of the cliffs, because much of this route
consisted of low rock overhangs with icicles

hanging.  The
road was
narrow, so
much so, that
we had to slow
down and ease
past cars
coming the
other way.
Then we came
round another
sharp bend and there was a low-loader with
tractor on top coming towards us. Oh joy!
That took not a little careful reversing, our
two vans and a line of cars.
The race was enjoyable; the weather was
excellent, the other competitors, mainly French

with some Italians, were extremely
sociable. My friend and I, both running
in the 6-dog class, got a big cheer from
the spectators when we took off. We
were obviously a novelty in what was
mainly a French race.  And our team did
well.  Running a 12 kilometre trail both
days, they really went for it, resulting in
us coming in second overall, only 10
seconds behind the winner.
Sadly, that ended nine days of sledding
with our dogs. We then had to make our
way home in which we were subjected
to other delays but still made it back to
Aberfoyle in two and a half days. One
potentially serious setback occurred on
our return to Britain.  Checking our dogs
through the Pet Passport scheme in

Calais, it was noted that the vet. in Autrans
had omitted to fill one small part of the
passport for one of our dogs.  Chaos and
panic reigned! It took 2 hours of telephone
calls and faxes before the matter was finally
resolved and we got all of our dogs back to
Britain and the M25 - the roadway to hell!
Overall, I have to say that we all enjoyed the
holiday and so did the dogs.  They were able
to run in beautiful snow conditions, so much
easier on the paws and joints and in sub zero
temperatures in which they revel.  All the dogs
performed well, particularly my lead dog,
Chewchin.  I have had several lead dogs in
my time in this sport, including Chewchin’s
mother, but I have to say she is the best. I
have recently run her solo lead and she is not
in the least distracted.  She runs like a bat out
of hell, has total tunnel vision, yet listens to
her commands. Well, she can do ‘left’ and
‘right’ but ‘whoa’ or ‘stop’ is a problem.
Perhaps, in another life, she could have been
a French motorist!
In conclusion, the journey to the Alps and
back was heavy going.  Maybe it was because
it was the 4th successive year in which we had
done it, but we found it wearying.  The hairpins
seemed to get hairier, the French motorists
scarier.  If we could fly in by helicopter, or
‘beam’ ourselves there, we might go again.
Otherwise, I think that will be our last visit,
sadly.

A Postcard From France
By Dougie MacPherson
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As you may already know, Stirling Council
Waste Services make compost with
garden waste and cardboard from
householders’ brown wheelie bins. We are
working very hard to reach the required
national quality standard but a small
minority of residents are spoiling the
results. They are putting plastic bags of
rubbish, polythene, polystyrene and other
non-compostable materials in their brown
bins.
The contents of brown bins are shredded
at the composting site before being put in
long rows to compost. If even one plastic
bag of rubbish goes through the shredder,
it becomes hundreds of tiny pieces of
plastic and rubbish that get mixed in with
the garden waste and cardboard. Those
tiny pieces are impossible to remove and
lower the quality of the end product. Just
a few people putting rubbish and plastic in
their brown wheelie bins can contaminate
a whole lorry load.
The compost Stirling Council produces is
required to meet the national quality
standard by December 2006. To achieve
this we need to substantially reduce the
amount of rubbish and plastic being put
into brown wheelie bins. If we can do that,
the compost can be used for numerous
projects after the old landfill site is restored
and made available to the public. If we don’t
meet the standard, there will be financial
penalties that will affect us all.

In future, collection crews will not empty
brown bins if they are found to contain
anything other than garden waste and
cardboard. We would be grateful for your
assistance in getting this message out to
your communities. A new yellow sticker
will be put on brown bins that haven’t been
emptied by collection crews. The sticker
asks the householder to remove the
contamination from their bin and then put
it out for the next collection in a fortnight.
We would be pleased to attend one of your
Community Council meetings to do a
presentation on this or just to answer
questions if that would be useful. Likewise,
please contact me if there are particular
streets or neighbourhoods in your area that
you know you would like us to visit with a
view to helping people understand how
best to use their brown bin and blue box.
Finally, the next Community Waste and
Litter Forum meeting at 6.30 pm on
Thursday 6 April 2006 will feature an open
visit by coach to the compost site at Lower
Polmaise. This will be followed by an open
discussion on the best ways to tackle
brown bin contamination. Thank you again
for your help.

David Riggle
Waste Awareness Co-ordinator

Environment Services
Stirling Council

Viewforth FK8 2ET
Tel: 01786 442873

www.stirling.gov.uk/waste

Campaign for Quality Compost:
Please...no plastic or rubbish in Brown Bins! The exciting new Trossachs Bird of Prey

Trail will be officially launched at David
Marshall Lodge on Sunday 9th April when
the official live bird of prey viewing season
opens and we would like to invite you to
join us. This launch is the beginning of an
exciting partnership led by RSPB
Scotland, Forestry Commission Scotland
and the Argaty Red Kite Project.
The Aberfoyle Live Bird of Prey Viewing
Project at David Marshall Lodge is a key
point on the Trail with visitors being
treated not only to ospreys nesting live
on camera this year but hopefully also
peregrine falcon and buzzard! Our staff
and volunteers will always be on hand to
let you know about up and coming events
along the Trail and with other sites such
as the SNH Flanders Moss Reserve and
the Woodland Trust Glenfinglas Reserve
also involved in the Trail, there will be
plenty to get involved in!
Some local businesses have also become
partners in the Trail and are following the
green tourism ethos of the Trail by
working towards their Green Tourism
Business Awards. With the ospreys
entertaining visitors during the Spring and
Summer months and the Argaty Red Kite

Project seeing their greatest
number of red kites during
the winter, the Trail will be
constantly alive with exciting
opportunities to see
different birds of prey. We
hope you will support and
get involved in the
development of the
Trossachs Bird of Prey Trail
and join us for the official
opening of the osprey
season on the 9th April at
David Marshall Lodge.
For more information,
please visit
www.birdofpreytrail.com
or contact Joanna at David
Marshall Lodge on 01877
382258.

David Marshall Lodge and the
Trossachs Bird of Prey Trail

Coach, Minibus 7 to 49 Seats
Tours, parties, weddings, airports etc

Whatever the occasion
Phone: 01877 382 341

email: aberfoylecoaches@aol.com
www.aberfoylecoaches.com

01877 382473

Massage Therapy
eases muscular aches and pains

Sports Massage
Relaxation

Mobile service available
Call: 01877 382632

or 07765570503

Angela Mudge
Dip Sports M, MSMA, SMTO
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Community CouncilCommunity CouncilCommunity CouncilCommunity CouncilCommunity Council
Having finished the last
report with the roads I

might as well take up where I left off –
yes…half-way up the B829. Work
starts this month, not where we hoped,
and not as much as we hoped, but it
is something! The stretch of road in
question is just past Kinlochard on the
Inversnaid side, for about 700m. This
will take place between 20th and 24th

March. Closures will be between: 9.00
& 10.30, 11.00 & 12.30, 13.00 & 14.30,
15.00 & 16.30. This area has been
chosen for the simple reason that it is
now so bad that the whole road is
disappearing. There is still no word
about the money from Forest Hills
which is linked to their planning
application. I am trying to contact
them to establish if that application is
still in the pipeline or if changes are
being made. I understand that re-
furbishment is taking place across the
whole group, and that changes are
also planned for the leisure centre.
This has led to fears that the future of
the curling rink might be under threat,
and the Community Council has
received an impressive number of
representations  from the various
clubs who use the rink, requesting our
help in securing its future. I will try to
have answers to these concerns for
next month.

Aberfoyle Police Office is once again
the venue for open surgeries, to allow
anyone to pop in and speak to one of
our local officers. Times and dates are
available on notice boards around the
area. An irritating factor of life around
several villages just now is the attitude
of some younger members of our
communities who vandalise property
and annoy anyone within earshot. I’ve
been thinking that the people who are
so keen on telling children that they
have ‘rights’ should also point out that
these come with ‘responsibilities’.
Hands up who can remember when
‘Respect’ didn’t just mean giving a
weird handshake to a spotty youth
hiding under a hood; ‘digging the dirt’
meant having a gossip, not scattering
the contents of window boxes across
the road; and ‘hanging out’ didn’t mean
dangling from sign-posts until they
broke.  Full marks though to those
who, at a far younger age, aren’t
waiting for all of us old yins to persuade
committees to fund their playpark and
skateboard area. They’re using their
initiative and finding whatever is lying
about to make their own ramps and
jumps and pursuing their own sport.
How about a few parents helping by
showing them how to build what they
need? They want to do something for
themselves – good luck to them.

And if the rest of you want to do
something for yourselves then come
along to the Memorial Hall on April 12th.
That’s the date for our Environmental
Day, which, pioneered by Pamela
Abraham has become a very
successful annual event. Its full of
freebies, facts and information that
you won’t know you need until you’ve
seen it! And there’s a free buffet too.
Well worth a visit. Hope to see you
there.

Community Councillors
Ward 1 Aberfoyle

Ros Dingwall
John Clow

Paul Owens
Pamela Abraham.

Ward 2 Kinlochard
Norman Quirk

Maureen Campbell
Fra Wood

(1 vacancy)
Ward 3 Inversnaid

Scott Provan
Andre Goulancourt

Ralph Wolfe

The Community Council meets on the
1st Thursday of the month, alternating
between Aberfoyle Memorial Hall,
Kinlochard Village Hall and Inversnaid
Primary School.

The next meeting is at 7.30 pm on
Thursday 6th April in Aberfoyle

Memorial Hall.

Luxury 7 Seater People Carrier
Airport Transfers

Local and Long Distance Hire Available
Prompt & Reliable Service

Competitive Rates
Fully Licensed & Insured

Trossachs Cab Company
Your Local Private Cab Company

Tel 01877 382108 or 07791 598925
Main Street Aberfoyle FK83UX
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A View from the Lodge!

Contributions welcome.
Contact David Wilkie on
01877 382258 or email

david.wilkie@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Some of our readers will recall that
in issues # 21 and # 22 last year, I
began a serialisation of the history
of The Lodge, and may be
wondering why it came to a sudden
halt. Having given the matter a
great deal of thought, I decided to
tell the story in publication form to
coincide with the 50th Anniversary
of  The Lodge, which falls in 2010.
This, to me, seems entirely
appropriate, and the ensuing time
will allow me an opportunity to
gather further information and
produce a more concise record. I
intend to include a chapter devoted
entirely to our regular visitors,
seeking thoughts, memories, and

David Marshall Lodge 50th Anniversary
perceptions of The Lodge. If
you have anything you wish
to contribute to the
publication, please contact
me on the above number. I am
especially interested in
photographic images of the
early years. This request
may seem a little ahead of its
time, but 2010 promises to be
a ground- breaking year for
The Trossachs. Along with the
spectacular celebrations
planned for The Lodge, the
staff at Loch Katrine will be
promoting the area heavily as
it also happens to be the 200th anniversary of the publication of Sir Walter Scotts poem “Lady of
the Lake”.

New Driver In Town
There is a rumour circulating that some of the local taxi firms
are on the point of going out of business upon hearing the
news our very own Alison Boa has recently passed her driv-
ing test, and will soon be seen careering up and down The
Trossachs highways in her own set of
wheels. All of our regular visitors will be
familiar with “The Feather “ as she is
practically in with the bricks, and her fruit
scones are the stuff of legend. Congratu-
lations from all the staff, Alison, and
watch out for those potholes!

Easter Fun Day
On Sunday 16th of April, the season kicks
off in style as The Lodge presents it’s
annual Easter extravaganza. An array of
childrens activities will be available,
including a treasure hunt, bird box-building,
duck races and guided walks. The duck
races begin at 12.00 noon and
2.00p.m.and booking is required for the
walks, which will cost £5.00 per person.

Rangers Corner
Just checking my diary here, to see what’s on offer this
year. Got the page open now. Lets see. It seems like we
have a couple of things planned. Maybe it would be
easier if I just list them, and you can decide for
yourselves if you think The David Marshall Lodge is
worth a visit. ( in no particular order ! )

Nordic Walking, Rspb Talks, Reflexoligy, Wildlife Tracking, Fungi Forays,
Dog Week, Bird Box Building, Squirrel Day, Treasure Hunts, Environment
Day, Forestry Talks, Cofee Shop, Waterfall Trail, Stargazing Events, Car Rallies,
Health At Work Promotion, Adventure Playground, Easter Fun Day, Bike
Week, Plant Fair, Trossachs Bird Of Prey Trail, Guided Walks, Wildwatch Day,
Xmas Trees For Sale, Cycle Routes, Mini-bus Tours, Live Osprey Viewing,
Aromatherapy, Great Bush Safari Week, Carol Singing, Art Fair, Candlelit Walks,
Tramping Through The Trossachs Festival, National Park Week, Orienteering,
Barn Owl Ringing, Tai Chi, Forest Crafts Shop, Live Folk Music, Craft Fairs,
Battle Re-enactment, Mushroom Festival, Winter Birds Day, Highland Dancing,
“Chill Out Crafts “, Halloween Party, Forestry Week, Bluebell Guided Walks
And Displays, Navigation Weekend, Bird Hide, Home Baking, Raffles, Bbq’s,
Mountain Rescue Day, Dml History Talks, Dry Sledging Slope, Wild In The
Woods Weekend, Chainsaw Carving, Geology Trail, Conservation Talks,
Farmers Market, Scottish Weekend, Bat Wtches, Indian Head Massage,
Quizzes, Deer Rut Event, Facilities For Weddings, Conferences, Training,
Birthdays, Picnics, Fishing Permits, Youth Campsites, Forest Drive, Disabled
Access….and Some Of The Most Spectacular Views In Scotland.
I’m sure I’ve missed something out!

A major event takes place
on the weekend of Friday
the 24th and Saturday the
25th of March. Forestry
Commission Scotland, in
association with the Royal
Observatory are offering
traders and the general
public an opportunity to
enjoy a packed two days
focusing on the very popular subject of astronomy,
which will include workshops, stargazing, and a live
link up from Hawaii, observing with the Faulkes
telescope. There are a number of shows, on the
Saturday in particular, and demand for spaces is likely
to be high. Numbers are limited, and can be booked
through The Lodge.

Stargazing Weekend

On the Saturday night, the waterfall trail
will be candlelit with a dusk wildlife walk
available with a forest ranger.  For the first
time this year the lodge is holding a  fancy
dress competition, with
prizes available for the
best costume, to be
judged at 3pm Sunday.
The staff, always willing to

join in, also offer a surprise or two on what
promises to be a fantastic, fun-filled day.
Further details can be obtained from The
Lodge on 01877 382 258.
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The photograph shows the new roundabout
at the junction of the Stirling/Glasgow road
just east of Aberfoyle. When it was being
built it was a source of great speculation
(and irritation, since the road was closed
for weeks). As it became clear, the
question on everyone’s lips was, “Why?”
That junction has never been a problem,
nobody can remember there ever being a
fatality and – how can Stirling Council
justify the expenditure?
This is the entrance to Strathard,
il luminated at night by uplighters,
downlighters etc. Negotiate this and the
traveller is plunged into darkness until he
reaches Aberfoyle. Venture on to the B829
to Kinlochard, Stronachlachar or Inversnaid
– all popular tourist destinations – and you
take your life in your hands. This road is
breaking up, sliding into the loch in places
and extremely dangerous. Drivers are so
busy negotiating the best route through the
potholes that they are not using their
peripheral vision and are often on the wrong
side of the road.
We are told that the roundabout cost
£180,000. If that amount of money can
achieve that amount of work, which
included resurfacing, what could have been
achieved on the B829? Certainly some of
the potholes have been patched and 700m
is scheduled for resurfacing at Kinlochard
but this is a drop in the ocean.

For years we have been told about
budgetary constraints. No doubt
roundabouts and roads maintenance are
financed from different budgets but it has
been known for money to be vired from
the roads budget. We have also learned
this week about the cutbacks which will
affect us all in the next financial year. The
Council says it is facing a number of

significant financial pressures particularly
from mounting energy costs. Was this not
foreseen when the plans for the roundabout
were approved?
When Councillors are elected they seem
to forget about the things that are important
to the vast majority of people – like decent
roads, grants for halls, play schemes etc.

Roundabout

Have you seen the changes on your own doorstep?
The transformation needs to be seen to be believed!

The  Rob Roy Hotel
Why not come and try the all new bar menu, lots of favourites with the odd twist.
We pride ourselves on making as much as we can in-house with local produce.

Open every day, serving food till 8.45pm
Steven Bundy our Head Chef and his team are producing some superb four course dinners in our non smoking Green Room
Restaurant and from only £16.95 plus Tea & Coffee you can always find a “special occasion” to save you from the washing
up.
We also specialize in “Fair Trade” Teas and Coffees which you could always combine with some home baking.
So come on in and have a look at what we’ve done and add us to your list of regular haunts. We will be very glad to welcome
you.

Tel: 01877 382245 Fax: 01877 382262
Aberfoyle, Stirlingshire, FK8 3UX

Aberfoyle Post Office

Shop OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Sat,7 - 5.30; Sun,11- 5.30

Mothers Day 26th March
Cards, cuddlies ‘n’ chocs in stock now

For something different in
Easter Eggs visit your local Post office
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School Report..........
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woodland & timber services
tree surgery

firewood
fencing

chemical spraying

Forthvale
Contractors

Inversnaid Primary
Winter is still holding on outside but our
classroom has turned into a much warmer
climate zone. We have been finding out all
about Rainforests, which meant that we were
able to visit the Royal Botanic Gardens in
Edinburgh. It was a long way to go and
involved three different modes of transport
but the glasshouses were well worth all the
trouble getting there. The huge plants and
trees were amazing and the heat steamed up
the camera lens. There were interesting fish
in one of the ponds and also lots of squirrels
outside begging for our lunch!
Back at school we decided to turn part of
our classroom into our own rainforest. We
couldn’t manage the climate and the live
creatures but otherwise it’s fantastic.
We’ve made lots of plants and vines and have
even tried to get lost in our rainforest but
it didn’t work.
At the beginning of February we took part
in the RSPB School’s Birdwatch. It was a
bitterly cold day so we retreated inside the
classroom and set up our observation post
where it was warmer. The chaffinches
seemed to know that we were trying to count
them. They seemed to have their own version
of hide and seek! It’s a good job we had
Duncan there to help keep track of them.
By the end of the hour we were even getting
to recognise individual chaffinches.
We had such a good time watching the birds
that we have decided to set up a new feeding
station away from our main door. Duncan
Cameron, our RSPB Warden, is to work with
us on this project to provide the birds with
a quieter feeding environment. The birds in
Inversnaid seem very hungry at the moment
and have eaten all our supply of bird food.
As a school we have limited resources for
such projects and would welcome any advice
on where to obtain cheap (or even free!)
supplies of bird seed and peanuts.
Over the last year we have worked extremely
hard improving our waste management. Our
major project of making loggies and
briquettes out of waste paper earned us the
few extra points needed to achieve joint 3rd

in Stirling Schools Litter Initiative Trophy.
Well done Inversnaid Green Team. The
briquettes and loggies will continue to be
on sale at Kinlochard Village Shop.
By Mathew, Ross, Eilidh, Jamie and Staff at

Inversnaid Primary School.

Black Bull Hotel
Gartmore

TRANSPORT ARRANGED

01877 382 225

OPEN ALL DAY
We cater for weddings, functions, bus
parties, walkers, cyclists & families

Aberfoyle Primary

What made you come to live in Inversnaid?
We wanted to make a life change, get out of the rat
race and be part of a rural community. We knew
the area as we have a caravan in Blair Drummond
and we have spent holidays here. It’s such a beautiful
place.
What is your past teaching experience?
This will be my 3rd Headship. I have been in
education for 27 years. My most enjoyable
placement was at Elmfield Primary in South
Durham.
What do you want to bring to Aberfoyle
Primary?
Oh!! This sounds like the job interview. I have a
passion for the job that I want to share, together
with my previous experience. Really I just want to
make a difference for the children.
What does your normal day consist of?
Working with the children and their parents. Admin
and organisation and management of the school. I
take the role seriously so it’s a 24/7 job.
What kind of child were you?
I’m an only child so I was probably quite spoiled.
I was a quiet and studious pupil. My Mum took
dancing classes so I was involved there at an early
age.
What’s your favourite childhood memory?
Staying at my Nana’s in the holidays. She was
brilliant, a great storyteller and she tried to teach
me her creative skills like sewing.
Now what’s your worst?
We always seemed to be moving house and I found
it difficult to settle into my new schools.
How long have you been married?
20 years in August. I met Jeff in a nightclub in
Newcastle. Those were the days!
Tell us about your family.
Sadly my Mum and Dad are no longer with me
and, as I said before, I have no siblings. Both Jeff
and I have small families. Gem is our main family.

She is a black and tan Manchester terrier that Jeff
found 14 years ago roaming the streets early one
morning when Jeff was a milkman.
Do you have any hobbies?
Not really. I don’t have much time. I used to collect
teapots; it was a good excuse to visit antique fairs
and rummage around.
How do you relax?
We go walking or should I say strolling with Gem.
It would be daft not to with such beautiful scenery:
easy cycling downhill if possible. I listen to music;
watch TV. Oh -and I would rather eat out than
cook!
What’s your favourite food?
I’m not a big meat eater - I prefer fish. My favourite
is egg and tomato sandwiches. I think it’s because
they remind me of my holidays on the beach when
I was a child.
What’s your favourite music?
My childhood heartthrob was Donny Osmond and
I still listen to his music. More recently it’s Will
Young and to chill out I listen to Russell Watson.
Did you have a dream?
As I had my own dance instructor, my Mum, I was
good so I wanted to be a famous dancer. Now,
though, my dream of having a better quality of life
seems to have come true when we bought our
cottage in Inversnaid.
How do you see your life in 10 years time?
Planning for my retirement; hopefully good health;
most of all I hope my house is finished.
Do you want to tell us anything else?
Yes. If you drive past our house I want to point out
that I don’t normally live in a heap of rubble (or
Jewsons’ Depot as a friend of ours calls it). We
have great plans for the cottage of our dreams and
hopefully it will be finished in 2 years time.

We would like to introduce you to MAXINE
BARWICK, the new Head Teacher at
Aberfoyle Primary School. Maxine took up
her post on Monday 6th March, and has
wasted no time familiarising herself with her
new surroundings. Here, Maxine  talks to The
Strathard News and reveals a bit about herself.
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Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National
Park has been short listed as part of The
Scotsman series to select the seven great
Wonders of Scotland.
The paper in partnership with the National
Trust for Scotland has launched a public
vote to identify the wonders - natural, man-
made and cultural which define the nation.
Over the coming weeks, celebrity
‘champions’ will argue the case for each
of the 30 wonders on The Scotsman
shortlist including the National Park.
The other wonders nominated include
Iona, Glasgow’s ships, St Kilda, Golf,
Scotland’s wildlife and the Scottish sense
of humour.
To view the 30 short-listed wonders and
details about how to vote visit
www.scotsman.com/7wonders The
deadline for voting is March 21.
(Everyone who votes gets six months
free when taking out an annual
membership with the National Trust for
Scotland. All voters will be entered into
a prize draw to win a Grand Tour of
Scotland taking in all the winning
wonders on the way).

Vote for Loch Lomond
and the Trossachs

Scribblers Stroll
This year’s Scribblers stroll takes place in
Stirling on Sunday 30th April between the
Stirling Rugby club and Mc Q’s (Tartan
Arms), Bannockburn.
No entry fee and no minimum amount of
sponsorship, just as much as you can
raise for our charities -Strathcarron
Hospice, CHAS, Marie Curie Cancer Care,
Macmillan Cancer Relief & Maggies
Centres.
Stroll starts 1pm (booking in from 12.30).
Walkers can at their own pace make their
way along the route using the refreshment
& toilet stops where necessary.
Entertainment will also be provided at start
& finish so why not make it a day out
whether as an individual, group or family.
Sponsorship forms available from website
www.scribblerspicnic.com or by
telephoning Maureen on 01786-478213

Scribblers Picnic
Stirling County Rugby Grounds at
Bridgehaugh, Stirling is the place to be on
Sunday 18th June for the annual Scribbler’s
Picnic. Music, food & drink from 12 noon
until late plus entertainment & charity stalls
suitable for all the family, and all profits
donated to 5 cancer charities.
Stallholders application forms available
now for community groups & charities.
Entertainers and helpers should contact
www.scribblerspicnic.com

Electoral Registration
The current Register of electors was
published on 1st December 2005  & the
local area is  available to view in all local
libraries. Anyone who is not registered
cannot vote in elections and may have
credit reference difficulties as all major
credit reference companies use the register
to verify residence.
Anyone who changes address, name or
needs to now register should obtain a
registration form from the local library or
download a form at www.saa.gov.uk/central
Local area statistics available on request
and staff can by arrangement visit
community groups to discuss electoral
matters.
Contact ero@centralscotland-vjb.gov.uk or
Telephone 01786-892207

CFSLA Payroll Lottery
Check it out on www.cfsla.org.uk
It’s the local council staff lottery
(Clackmannanshire, Falkirk & Stirling local
authorities) Details of local community
groups and charities who have been
successful in obtaining equipment are
listed as well as information and forms to
apply for financial help.

Sport and physical activity is currently on the
increase within the Balfron and McLaren
Clusters. Leading up these opportunities are
Stirling Council’s Sports Development Officers
and Active School Co-ordinators.  This is part
of a national focus to increase activities in
our schools, clubs and communities.  Active
School Co-ordinators Dougie Millen and
Claire Peebles works towards developing
opportunities within cluster primaries whilst
Sports Development Officers, Ben O’Connell
and Ailsa Robertson, concentrate their efforts
on establishing links and developing
community classes and clubs.
Active Schools
To date approximately 150 – 200 school pupils
from P6/P7 have completed playground games
training and now provide playground
opportunities for other children.
Every school contributed to the national and
international walk to school weeks.  Tops after
school clubs are running at a plethora of
schools throughout the cluster giving children
the opportunity to participate in fun games,
activities and sports.  Current and forthcoming
activities based within the schools include
Jump Rope for Heart, Dance and classroom
based activity.

Sports Development
In conjunction with these school initiatives,
sports community classes are popping up at
Balfron Campus, McLaren Leisure Centre and
other community facilities.  Sports catered for
are Basketball, Athletics, Hockey, Swimming,
Football and Gymnastics to name a few.
Continued development of local sports clubs
is ensuring that opportunities exist for
participation in Rugby, Football, Shinty, Golf,
Cricket, Hockey and many more.
If you would like further information on any
of the initiatives, classes or clubs currently
taking place in the Balfron and McLaren
Clusters please do not hesitate to get in touch
with one of the team on 01786432323 or email
millend@stirling.gov.uk.
At the centre of all this activity are a
passionate and committed team of coaches,
teachers and volunteers, who ensure that
young people are encouraged to ‘get active’
without whom none of this would be possible.
The Sports Development Team is constantly
seeking enthusiastic volunteers and coaches
to ensure these fantastic initiatives are
sustained.

‘get active’

ROOM 101
No. 25:  COLD PIECES
When you go into a snack bar or cafeteria
and order sandwiches - and they are
chilled!  Even the most reputable of stores
do this now.  You cannot escape it.  Surely
there is nothing worse on this earth than
to have a good hot coffee - with cold
pieces! And you’re still paying through the
nose for the privilege!

ROOM 101
No.27:  TELEPHONE SWITCHBOARDS
You ‘phone through to a business number
and you get the automated answering
service.  “If you want services, press
one…if you want to make a payment, press
two….etc.”  Very little human contact, if
any at all.  “If you want to speak to a
member of the human race, press fifteen…”
Then you press one number, only to find
that it’s a dead end.  So you have to dial
again!
And then you get the asinine message,
“Your custom is valuable to us.”   Oh, no
it’s not, or you wouldn’t mess us about the
way you do!
Even then you get the mellifluous voice
adding, “For the purposes of training, all
your message will be recorded.”
Training, my eye!  It’s a warning, pure and
simple, to contain your bad language over
the ‘phone at the poor service you have
received!
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RSPB Inversnaid Reserve
The blackcock (male
black grouse) lek is now
a permanent four;
however the newest
arrival is still reluctant to

join in the lekking at present, deciding to
walk away whenever another male
advances towards him. I have seen quite
a few juvenile blackcock refusing to join in
leks in the past but this young adult is
certainly taking his time in getting involved;
possibly he will change his tune when the
greyhens (female black grouse) arrive at
the lek site soon. Also of interest is the
fact that he has decided to stay out on the
grazing field with the dominant male
blackcock instead of joining the other two
in the rushes.
A female or juvenile merlin was seen on
the ridge above Loch Lomond during the
last mammal count. This individual was very
difficult to identify as it came over my head
and flew north giving me only a close
observation of its rear to start with. However,
I managed to confirm its identity as it
continued flying north towards Glen
Falloch. Other raptors have been buzzard
and sparrowhawk, the sparrowhawk giving
the buzzard a “pasting” before the buzzard

flew elsewhere; peregrine falcon, which is
superb to watch due to its speed and grace
was on the ridge line too and finally a report
of a golden eagle close to the reserve. In
addition, out on the moorland I had
seventeen bullfinches in one flock followed
shortly after by another three bullfinch.
Eighteen reed bunting on Pollochro flat was
an unusual record in that part of the reserve
and two other small flocks of reed bunting
near Garrison farm of six and eight.
Common gulls have returned to Loch
Lomond showing that, despite the cold
weather, spring is coming soon. Dipper,
mallard and mute swan are there as usual
with goldeneye diving in the shallows of
the loch. In the woodland were five jays;
goldcrests with a mixed flock of tits and a
pair of great spotted woodpecker all in the
woodland along the West Highland Way
close to Inversnaid Hotel car park. A red
fox was sitting in the sun above Garrison
farm with a pair of stags (red deer males)
lying grazing only 10 metres away. Roe
deer continue to graze above the
boathouse area. Badgers have been active
as well with more scrapings out on the
moor and individual badger tracks on the
rough road out to the sheep fank. The

mammal counts have been ongoing and
we now have at least five kids this year,
with two of these being twins, a rare
occurrence in feral goat. Fox scat,
containing goat hair, indicate that natural
mortality is occurring, however is it adult
mortality or kid predation by fox?
Impossible to prove but a few years ago, I
observed three nannies standing up to a
fox as it tried to take the kid. I had walked
around a large rock and came across the
confrontation. The kid was safe this time
as the goats and the fox scattered in
opposite directions. The billies have been
more elusive than usual with a high count
of sixteen this winter but some of the older
more noticeable billies are still doing well,
OBH (one broken horn) was sitting in the
winter sun on the lawn at the bungalow
next to Inversnaid Hotel: it saves cutting
the lawn but what about the flower bed?
The oldest billie on the reserve (but not
the dominant billie) is a colourful mix of
grey and black colouring and is now nine
years old, quite aged for feral goat. He was
in the heft area above the boathouse in
early February, which is my first record of
him this winter but he was not seen on the
mammal count in March!

Duncan Cameron
Conservation Assistant

This is the official slogan that will be used
to promote Callander’s first major Jazz &
Blues Festival which will take place
throughout the town on Friday 29th,
Saturday 30th and Sunday October 1st

2006.
The official not-for-profit company Callander
Jazz and Blues Festival Ltd has been
incorporated to plan, organise and promote
the first of many music festival events for
the Trossachs Region.
The board has been encouraged by the
overwhelming support from Visit Scotland,
Scottish Enterprise, Stirling Council,
Stirling Enterprise, Loch Lomond and The
Trossachs National Park Authority,
Callander Community Council, Callander
Community Development Trust and many
other official bodies.
Feverish activity has been seen amongst
the five members of the festival board to
originate business, marketing and logistical
plans essential to the credibility of all the
official funding applications that have been
submitted to meet rigid February
deadlines.

Funding has already been received from
Stirling Council and this, linked with a
number of early donations from Callander-
based business owners has been very
much appreciated.
There are now 18 participating venues
across the town which will host the various
musical events performed by specially
invited bands and artists contracted in for
the festival dates.
The next stage, once all of our funding
efforts have paid off, will be the advertising
and promotional campaign which will
highlight the festival performers appearing
at the jazz and blues festival with a detailed
“what’s on where” for each of the festival
venues.
The festival internet website is
www.callanderjazz.com and this site will
be updated on a regular basis with all
relevant information.
Please contact any of the following board
members for current information: Graham
Oliphant 01877-330556, Malcolm Bidwell
01877-331466, John Martin 01877-330329,
Paul Roebuck 01877 339508.
Festival office: contact 07801 537760

CALLANDER 2006
JAZZ & BLUES FESTIVAL

29th 30th September 1st October
“JAZZ UP THE TROSSACHS”

ROOM 101
No.26:  LANE HOGGERS
You know what this complaint is
about! It’s those drivers who insist
on hogging the middle lane on the
motorway despite the inside lane
being totally clear.  These guys must
be on automatic pilot.  They don’t
seem to notice what’s going on
around them and they don’t seem
to be aware of the chaos they are
causing.

01324 625624

t/a J. Brown
Coal Merchant
& Contractor
12-14 Slamannon Road
Falkirk FK1 1LG

R&C LUKE
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The GardenThe GardenThe GardenThe GardenThe Garden
by Wellie BootRob Roy (1671-1734) set himself many goals, be they nefarious or philanthropic; a

local man it could be said. The eponymous football team (1910 -present day) is definitely
local and similarly goal minded but in a sporting context. Aberfoyle Rob Roy competes
in the Forth and Endrick FA League and the season beckons. This is a rallying call from
an “old boy” to the village youthful - and not so youthful - to look forward to the current
summer and motivate,  prepare, participate, and compete, but above all, enjoy. The
remainder must support! The Rob Roy was one of the eight founder members of this
League in 1910, and can claim to be the only club in continuous membership since the
beginning.Their first official game was in the Cameron Cup on 9th July 1910, losing a
first round tie to Ballikinrain. Interestingly, their first success came in 1925, winning the
Cameron Cup by beating Aberfoyle United. Altogether, the team can claim success in
this Cup on nine occasions, the last as far back as 1969 unfortunately. The League title
has been claimed five times, the Leslie Rose bowl being the current trophy for this
achievement. The MacGregor Ferguson Cup, for teams knocked out in the first round of
the Cameron Cup, has arrived in the village twice, but the Telfer Cup only once. The
Margaret White trophy has so far proved elusive.
So this old boy, with two Cameron Cup wins and one League title under his belt, wishes
the historic team a most enjoyable and successful season, with Rob Roy
dermatoglyphics on as much silver ware as possible!

A  FIERY  CROSS

Duncan Ferguson
Picture from Callander Advertiser, September 16, 1960

The garden has not seen
much of me this winter, as we went sailing
down through the South Atlantic from
Teneriffe to Cape Verde Islands,
Ascension, St. Helena and on to South
Africa. These islands, however fascinating
they were, didn’t produce much in the way
of gardens as they are all volcanic.
However, Capetown made up for it.
Kirstenbosch Gardens are, I think, the
most fantastic botanic gardens I have ever
visited. They have nothing but indigenous
plants but, as South Africa has the widest
range of differing species in the world, that
makes for a very interesting garden. The
m o s t
dramatic and
varied plants
are the
P r o t e a s ,
t h e s e
w o n d e r f u l
large fluffy
flowers that
come in every
shade from
shell pink to
red, and are
the national
flower of the
country. To my great surprise I saw a flower
which grows here (but only outside in the
summer). It is a bulb and can actually be
bought in garden centres here. The
Eucomis is a most dramatic lime green
flower which looks like a pineapple, as you
can see in the photograph, and makes a
lovely indoor plant but, as I said, will grow
outside in the summer but must be taken
in during the cold winter months.
Well, enough of the dreamy hot days in
the Southern Hemisphere. But we can’t
complain; have we not been so lucky this
February? When all around were deep in
snow, we had glorious sunshine: cold, yes,
but sunny.
I know you are all saying, “What is there
to look at in the garden in February?” Well,
how about these beautiful dusky pink or
white or lime green Hellebores, these
fascinating flowers which hang their heads
in a lovely modest sort of way; how about
the bright yellow star flowers of Jasminum
nudiflorum or the strange collections of tiny
yellow wormlike flowers of Hamamelis
mollis (Chinese Witch Hazel), to say
nothing of the humble but, nevertheless,
gorgeous snowdrops? Even in our cold
winter our gardens still produce some
lovely flowers.
So happy gardening
Wellie Boot

Advertising Costs
40mm x 37mm £5
40mm x 75mm £10
75mm x 75mm £20
152mm x 40mm £20
190mm x 190mm £30

For assistance on design and layout,
please contact:
Marion Back
01877 386222

marionback@compuserve.com

2006 Deadline Dates
for your Diary

Issue 29 9th April
Issue 30 21st May
Issue 31 2nd July
Issue 32 20th August
Issue 33 1st October
Issue 34 12 November

(xmas issue)
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Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National
Park Authority has submitted revised Loch
Lomond Byelaws to the Scottish Executive
and is advertising its intention to apply to
the Executive for confirmation of the new
byelaws.
The revisions follow extensive consultation
and research and build on the Loch
Lomond Navigation and Registration
Byelaws implemented in 1996 to improve
safety and protect wildlife. Current speed
restrictions will be extended by around 8%
to include areas close to the eastern
shore, around the islands and at the mouth
of the Endrick and River Leven. New
revisions also include measures on
carrying lifejackets, increasing to 16 the
age for being in charge of powered craft,
regulation of seaplane activity and reporting
incidents.
The National Park Authority intends to
review the byelaws within three years of
their implementation, when it will consider
the matters of competency, boat safety
standards and engine types. In addition the
Authority will review the boat registration
system and enforcement policies.
There now follows a 12-week period during
which anyone may lodge an objection in
writing with the Scottish Executive at the
following address before 20 May: Jackie
MacDonald, SEERAD/CANH, 1-J (South)
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ.
Full details of the revised byelaws,
submission to the Scottish Executive and
all research documents are on our website
at www.lochlomond-trossachs.org

Revised Loch Lomond
Byelaws with Ministers

This BBC 2 Series in 2004 gave an insight
into the family histories of celebrities and
made excellent viewing. But many of us,
not celebrities, are also curious as to our
background and roots. We all possess a
family history to be woven into a fascinating
story. The Scottish Clan system makes a
good genealogical starting point, and in
particular I refer to Ferguson, or Fergusson,
from the Gaelic MacFhearguis meaning
‘Son of Fergus.’ Much of the earliest
information is shrouded a bit by Scotch,
or is it Irish, mist. The arrival on these
shores of the real King Fergus - Fergus
Mor MacEarca - took
place in the year 498 A.D.
He was the true first of the
long line of Scottish
kings. In the Tract on the
Men of Albyn, an ancient
Scottish history
document, Fergusson is
the only modern clan
name mentioned.
Whichever spelling is
used, Fergusons spread
widely and owned lands
in Argyll, Perthshire,
A b e r d e e n s h i r e ,
Dumfriesshire, and
Ayrshire. Contrasting
with the more war-like
clans, Fergusons have a
gentler approach to life.
Their distinctions have
been prominent in

“Who do you think you are?”

politics, the church, arts, sciences,
education, business, and medicine. The
current chief is Sir Charles Fergusson of
Kilkerran, the ninth Baronet, located near
Maybole in Ayrshire.
But this is not just about pure genealogy,
but more a family bonding system. Hence
in a wider sense, and a more modern
setting, Clan Societies have evolved to
promote the history, the fellowship, and a
family like replica of the former clan system
but without the hardships.
Naturally this brings me to the Clan
Fergus(s)on Society, and I’m sure there

are many readers with either
spelling of the name. (Also
septs e.g.Ferrie, McKerras
etc).  For your information, the
Society is meeting in the
Golden Lion Hotel, Stirling, on
Saturday 20th May 2006. Start
time is 11a.m., but that is for
the AGM. However don’t let
that put you off! Come to the
evening dinner and ceilidh
dance at 7.30 pm. For further
information on this event, or
of the Society, please contact
the Hon. Secretary Mrs.
Catriona Oldham at e-mail:
info@lochsidecottages.co.uk
or Stan Ferguson at tel:01700
503840. Also visit
our web site at
www.clanfergusonsociety.co.uk

 by Dr. Duncan Ferguson

CLAN CREST
A bee on a thistle all proper

MOTTO
Dulcius ex asperis

 (Sweeter after difficulties)
Aye! that’ll be right!

There is a scam for everyone, no matter what
type of person you are, warns Stirling and
Clackmannanshire Councils Trading
Standards Service.
An estimated five million people lose money
to low-cost mass-marketed scams in the UK
every year, at a cost of up to £1 billion per
year to the victims. Lottery scams capitalise
on the need for money, clairvoyant scams
exploit people’s fears, and others such as
miracle health or beauty cures prey on
anxieties about health or personal
appearance.
An online quiz produced by the Office of Fair
Trading highlights the approaches and
techniques used by different scams, and
provides tips on how to avoid falling victim to
the scammers.  The quiz can be found by
visiting either   http://www.stirling.gov.uk/
index /bus iness / t rad ings tandards / ts -
scams.htm or the OFT site at www.oft.gov.uk
Once someone has sent off money or
personal information showing that they are
susceptible to a particular type of scam, they
will usually be placed on a ‘sucker list’ by
the scammers, and targeted repeatedly.

Top twelve scams to look out for:
Prize draw/sweepstake mailing scam -
mailings or emails telling recipients that they
have won a major prize in a competition such
as cash, a car or a holiday and that they only
need to send an administration or registration
fee. The prize may never materialise or is of
low value.
Foreign lottery scam - these mailings,
emails or phone calls congratulate the
recipient on a substantial win in a foreign
lottery, but to claim it they must send money
for administrative fees and taxes. The win
may never materialise.
Premium rate telephone prize scam - these
notify people by post, telephone or text
message that they have won a major prize in
a competition, but need to ring or text an
expensive premium rate telephone number
(090..) to claim the prize. There are high call
charges and the prize may never materialise,
is of very low value, or has many strings
attached.
Miracle health and slimming cures - these
promise ‘cures’ for a variety of ailments or
easy weight loss in return for payment. The
products often don’t work.

Work at home and business opportunity
scam – offers to earn large amounts from
working at home (e.g. ‘stuffing envelopes’),
or investing in a business and requests for
money up front for more information. The
work involved or the nature of the business
is often mis-described and people can end
up investing their money and time, but earn
little or nothing in return.
African advance fee frauds/foreign money
making scams - letters, emails or faxes from
a ‘top official’ and offer a share of a large
sum of money in return for using the
recipient’s bank account to transfer money
out of the country. They are asked to pay
money or their bank account is emptied and
they never hear anything further.
Clairvoyant/psychic mailings - letters from
a clairvoyant promising good luck (e.g.
winning lottery numbers) or predicting bad
omens. The recipients are asked to send
money for an ‘intervention’ from the psychic
to prevent bad luck.
Pyramid selling and chain letter scams -
these promise high earnings for recruiting
new members. People pay to join but the
claims of earnings are unrealistic. There are
no real products or services involved and the

A SCAM FOR EVERYONE

continued.....p17
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The following was given to me by a colleague
at work, whose husband works for Barclays
and has dealings with Barclaycard. This
information is worth reading. By
understanding how the Visa and MasterCard
Telephone scam works, you will be better
prepared to protect yourself.
One of our employees was called on
Wednesday from Visa and I was called on
Thursday from Mastercard. Note: the callers
do not ask for your card number – they already
have it. The scam works like this:
The person calling says, “This is [name] and
I am calling from the Security and Fraud
Department at Visa. My badge number is
12460. Your card has been flagged for an
unusual purchase pattern and I am calling to
verify. This would be on your Visa card that
was issued by [name of bank]. Did you
purchase an Anti-Telemarketing Device for
£249.99 from a marketing company based in
[name of any town or city]? When you say,
“No,” the caller continues with, “Then we will
be issuing a credit to your account. This is a
company we have been watching and the
charges range from £150 to £249, just under
the £250 purchase pattern that flags most
cards. Before your next statement, the credit
will be sent to [gives your address]. Is that
correct?” You say, “Yes.” The caller
continues, “I will be starting a fraud
investigation. If you have any questions you
should call the 0800 number listed on the back
of your card and ask for Security. You will
need to refer to this control number.” The
caller then gives you a 6-digit number, saying,
“Do you need me to read it again?”

Credit Card Fraud – Important!
Here is the important part on how the scam
works. The caller then says, “I need to verify
that you are in possession of your card.” He
will then ask you to turn the card over and
look for some numbers. There are 7 numbers:
the first 4 are part of your card number, the
next 3 are the security numbers that verify
you are the possessor of the card. These are
the numbers you sometimes use to make
internet purchases to prove you have the card.
The caller will ask you to read the 3 numbers
to him. After you tell him, he’ll say, “That is
correct. I just needed to verify that the card
had not been lost or stolen and that you still
have the card. Do you have any other
questions?” After you say no the caller then
thanks you and states, “Don’t hesitate to call
back if you do,” and hangs up. You actually
say very little and they never ask for or tell
you your card number. But after we were called
on Wednesday, we called back within 20
minutes to ask a question. Are we glad we
did? The real Visa Security Department told
us it was a scam and in the last 15 minutes a
new purchase of £249.99 was charged to our
card.
We made a real fraud report and closed the
Visa account. Visa is reissuing us a new
number. What the scammers want is the 3-
digit PIN on the back of the card. Don’t give it
to them. Instead, tell them you’ll call Visa or
Mastercard directly for verification of their
conversation. The real Visa told us that they
will never ask for anything on the card as they
already have the information. This report has
also been filed with the police who say they
are taking several of these reports a day.

Are you interested in making a difference in
your community and supporting other
women?  Maybe you want advice on how to
develop your professional and personal skills,
maybe you want to contribute to our
environment or maybe you just want to meet
like minded women living in our rural
community.  These are the main reasons that
emerged for forming a women’s network
group from the first meeting that took place
on 1st February. 
Since moving from London into the area to
take over the Lade Inn with my family 6 months
ago, I was keen to find some groups I could
be a part of as a way of meeting new people
and developing my professional and personal
skills.  However after searching for relevant
groups and opportunities I found a distinct
lack of resources aimed specificaly at women
in this area; wel,l in fact, Scotland as a whole
compared to England.   
So to find out if other women felt the same
way, I contacted the extraordinary women I
have met since arriving, that are working and
supporting their community and invited them
to a meeting.  It was from this meeting that a
real motivation was unearthed to develop the
group further and meet regularly.  However,
like any group to be successful it takes a core
number of people with a bit of commitment to
make it work. 
So if this sounds like a group you would like
to be part of or would like to find out more,
please join us every first Wednesday of the
month at The Lade Inn, Kilmahog, Callander at
7pm, if you would like to attend the next
meeting please contact me, Alison Park at the
Lade Inn- 01877 330152.

Calling All Trossachs
Ladies - We Need You 

schemes can eventually collapse as new
recruits dry up.
Become a successful model/ author/
inventor - people are promised that they can
become a successful author or model, or
that their invention will be a huge success in
return for paying a fee. The promises rarely
materialise.
High risk investment scams - these are
telephone calls or mailings offering the
opportunity to invest in valuable shares, fine
wines, art, or gem stones with a promise of
very high returns.  The risks are high and the
returns minimal or non-existent.
Matrix Schemes - these websites offer top
of the range gadgets as free gifts in return
for people spending £20 on other
inexpensive products and joining a waiting
list. Only those at the top of the list ever receive
a free gift.
Bogus Holiday Clubs - people are invited to
a presentation and pressured into paying for
promised cheap holiday and travel services.
The club services are often mis-described
and the promises rarely materialise.
Brian Wilson, a Trading Standards Officer
with Stirling and Clackmannanshire Councils
Trading Standards Service said:

‘Don’t think that you can’t be taken in by a
scam.  We may believe we are too savvy or
streetwise to fall for these cons, but they
target different people in different ways to
exploit our weaknesses and take our
money. Talk to neighbours and
friends, check out the company, don’t
give out personal financial
information and never send money
up-front.’
Protect yourself from scams:
Call Stirling and Clackmannanshire
Councils Trading Standards Service
on 01786 443322 or 0845 277 7000
for advice if you are unsure whether
an offer is genuine or not.
Talk to neighbours, friends and
relatives and check out whether this
‘special offer’ has been sent to
others.
Never give out personal financial
information or be pressured into
sending money – take your time to
check out the company and consider
the offer at length.
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Milton
Hello Children,
The weather at the end of February was
absolutely superb, sunshine during the
daytime and hard frost at night. The ice
on Loch Ard, right in front of Laraich,
was thick enough for us to hold our own
Winter Olympics. We were not competing
for medals; instead the prizes were
digestive biscuits – milk chocolate for
gold, plain chocolate for silver and a
plain digestive for bronze. Duke and
Katrine, the fastest twins in Strathard,
were first and second in the speed
skating. A golden eye duck from Norway
finished in third place. In the curling
competition, playing in pairs, Braeval and
Katrine won the milk chocolate biscuits.
George the Hare won the sliding on the
tin tray contest – he went miles further
than anyone else!
It is always very important that, before
you play on ice or even walk on it, the
ice is safe to do so. Every winter there
are nasty accidents, where people and
animals fall through the ice because it
was too thin. Even otters, with our very
special waterproof coats, know how cold
the water can be. So take care!
I am rather looking forward to April 1st,
April Fools’ Day. In the morning, and
only in the morning, you can play all sorts
of tricks on your friends and family.
Last year, Braeval told me that the rector
wanted to see me. Off I went to his room,
only to find I was an April Fool! This
year I am going to get my own back. I
think I will send her to the Deli for a
kilo of elbow grease! Make sure nobody
makes a Fool of you!
Then in no time at all it will be Easter.
Already there are daffodils all along
Strathard. I think that springtime is the
best part of the whole year: there are
lambs in the fields, baby rabbits to play
with – and no midges.
What is it about Aberfoyle that makes
people want to climb Mount Everest? No
sooner are the Magnificent Six back
from raising lots of money for the
Anthony Nolan Bone Marrow Appeal, than
Stuart Hall is off to the highest mountain
in the world. Stuart is raising money for
autistic children. Me? I am going on a
Forest Hills Ghost Walk on any
Wednesday night during Tramping
through the Trossachs.
Bye for now,
Milton

Forth Inn Events Diary
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Main Street, AberfoyleFK8 3UQ
Tel: 01877 382 372

E-mail: Phil@ForthInn.com

13 - 19 March: Beer with Food Week
(This menu will be accompanied with our
usual bar menu)

17th March: St Patrick’s Day Quiz
Starts at 9pm in the Wallace Bar

25th March:  Karaoke
Starts at 9pm in the Wallace Bar

26th March: Mother’s Day Special
2 Course & 3 Course Lunch menus
(booking advisable)

27 Mar-2 April: Food with Spirit Week
(This menu will be accompanied with our
usual bar menu)

9th April: Games Night
Starts at 8pm in the Wallace Bar
Speed Pool, Cards & Dominos

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

IMPORTANT
Information for Advertisers

When you place an advert with the Strathard
News we will continue to run it unless you tell
us to stop or replace it.

Pay for 7 adverts
and get the 8th advert free

To place/cancel an advert contact
Ian Marshall on 01877 382211

To alter an advert contact
Marion Back on 01877 386222

Mardon Supreme 4 berth Caravan
Twin axle, with awning, containers, electric
hookup and extras. Very good condition.
£2000 ono  Tel: 01786 472967 (after 5pm/
weekends)

for sale

Are you interested
in any of the following?

Walking * * * * * Golfing ***** Wine Clubs

The Forth Inn are activly trying to start
the above groups/clubs. If you are
interested and would like more information
please e-mail Phil@forthinn.com or call into
The Forth Inn and speak to Diane.

Lemon & Pepper Chicken with a Herb
Cous Cous

Ingredients:

1 Breast of Chicken
1 Lemon
Olive Oil
Cous Cous
Herbs

Cut a Breast of Chicken into strips
approx 1/2cm wide.
Put in a dish and cover with the juice
and grated zest of 1 Lemon.
 Add 1 Tablespoon of Olive Oil, Salt and
Black Pepper.
Leave to Marinade over night.
In a bowl put 1/2 cup of Cous Cous,
season and add 1 cup of boiling water,
cover and leave till all water is
absorbed.
Chop fresh Chives, Coriander and Flat
Parsley and add to Cous Cous.
Fry the Chicken in the Marinade on a
medium heat. Warm the Cous Cous
and serve chicken strips on top.

sponsored by Forth Inn

At our meeting on 20th February we
enjoyed Scots poems and music provided
by the primary school children. It is good
that this link between church and school,
begun many years ago, is stil l
maintained.
Our next meeting is on Monday 20th

March at 2pm in Church House when we
will hear about Yorkhill Children’s
Foundation. This is also a guest
afternoon when friends from Drymen,
Kippen and Buchlyvie will be joining us.

Aberfoyle Parish Church Guild

ROOM 101
No.28:  BBC Bias
You’ve seen it before.  You have been
looking forward to a programme and, lo
and behold, the BBC decides to ditch it.
Or what is worse, the London branch of
that great broadcasting institution
overrules BBC Scotland.
It happens all too often, sadly, the latest
example occurring on 1st March this
year when Scotland was playing a
friendly against Switzerland.  Did they
televise the full match in Scotland?  Oh,
no, what we did get was the friendly
match between England and Uruguay.
The Scotland match was relegated to the
highlights later that evening.  Balance?
The BBC?
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Example:
The organ reacts to light and darkness………………………………………IRIS
1.  Bill is not at all bitter……………………………………………………..
2.  A sweet clump of grass…………………………………………………..
3.  Speak after the second letter and the trophy appears…………………….
4.  Highflying bird needs stimulating……………………………………….
5.  A confused ape is after confection………………………………………….
6.  A precise lady……………………………………………………………….
7.  Lend no aid – that’s very confusing?………………………………………..
8.  All the people like following this mode of transport…………………………..
9.  Has the man got an old pen…………………………………………………….
10. It made our childhood chains………………………………………………………
11. A short street leads to Her Majesty……………………………………………
12. Do return outside this mixed wealth…………………………………………..

Answers on back page (Courtesy of Gordon Abraham).

Cryptic Flower Quiz

SUDOKU Challenge
toughgentle

Issue 27Crossword Solution

If you wish to take out an annual subscription please complete the information
slip and post it to: The Treasurer, Strathard News, Garrison  Cottage,
Inversnaid, FK8 3TU.

Cheques for £10 made payable to Strathard News

Name:____________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Post Code:_____________        TEl No:_________________

Date:______________________

1. “Two yellows I think. Naw! For the
big yin, definitely a straight red. A
suspension job!”

2.  One man to the other “Can’t wait
for the bypass to open”

3.  Listen, we’re on treble time, take
your time!

4.  Hope this doesn’t get in the
papers.

Caption Competition Entries



1.Sweet William 2.Candy Tuft 3.Buttercup 4.Larkspur 5.Sweet Pea
6.Primrose 7.Dandelion 8.Carnation 9.Jonquil 10.Daisy 11.Aster 12.Orchid

Answers to Cryptic Flower Quiz

MOBILE LIBRARY TIMETABLE

Aberfoyle:
School 10.45 – 11.30
Car Park 11.35 - 12.15
Manse Road 12.20 - 12.35
Limecraig 1.45 – 2.05
Queens Crescent 2.10  - 2.35

THIS SERVICE IS FORTNIGHTLY ON FRIDAYS,
ON THE FOLLOWING DATES:-
2006
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN
6, 20 3, 17 3, 17, 31 14, 28 12, 26 9, 23
JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
7, 21 4, 18 1, 15, 29 13, 27 10, 24 8, 22

Aberfoyle:
CAR PARK 6.00 - 7.00

THIS SERVICE  IS FORTNIGHTLY ON THURSDAYS
ON THE FOLLOWING DATES: -
2006
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN
12, 26 9, 23 9, 23 6, 20 4, 18 1, 15, 29
JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
13, 27 10, 24 7, 21 5, 19 2, 16, 30 14, 28

Kinlochard:
Arnprior 10.00 – 10.25
Aberfoyle
Braeval 10.55 – 11.15
Kinlochard
Shop 11.35 – 12.00
Forestry Houses 12.05 – 12.35
Aberfoyle
Nursery 2.00 – 2.15
Kinbuck 3.15 - 3.40
Ashfield 3.45 - 4.10

THIS SERVICE IS FORTNIGHTLY ON WEDNESDAYS
ONTHE FOLLOWING DATES:  -
2006
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN
4, 18 1, 15 1, 15, 29 12, 26 10, 24 7, 21
JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
5, 19 2, 16, 30 13, 27 11, 25 8, 22 6, 20
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Drystone Walling, Pointing, Plastering

David Monaghan
Kinlochard
Aberfoyle
Stirling FK8 3TW

Tel: 01877 387205
Mob: 07732266231


