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How can so tiny a woman have left such a
giant hole in so many lives?... Because
she had more zest for life than people half
her age. Pamela Abraham achieved so
much for our community, but refused to
take any credit. As far as she was
concerned all her efforts were on behalf of
the Community Council. She was
constantly thinking of ways to fund new
projects, to adapt ideas for use in
Strathard. She instituted the first
Environmental Day in the Memorial Hall,
introducing us to the idea of free long-life
light bulbs in exchange for our ordinary
ones, to cheaper composting bins, to care
and repair schemes for the over 60’s, and
many similar projects. She was part of the
group which produced our first local phone
directory, and she oversaw the production
of every edition since. She kept us right
when it came to organizing the Christmas
Dinner each year, providing everyone with
a list and full instructions as to what must
be done! As Treasurer, her books were
kept so precisely, that the Council
recommend her scheme as being a model
of good practice.
Being involved in so many activities, the
Association of Community Councils, the
Arts Forum, the Waste Management

Forum, Stirling Assembly, the Medical
Centre Garden Committee, Better
Government for Older People, to name but
a few, Pamela travelled miles on our behalf,
wrote copious notes and lengthy reports,
all to make sure that we, as a community,
are in the forefront of what’s happening
around us. But she always had time to
chat, and to encourage. Since I became
chair of the Community Council she has
always been there for me, with words of

encouragement and wisdom, advising on
the best way forward, but never pushing.
Not so much a right-hand man as a left-
hand woman, since she always sat to my
left during meetings!
In any spare moment (when did she find
one of those?), Pam was always to be
found in the kitchen, making sandwiches
and pouring tea. Our meetings have always
been known for the quality of her suppers!
And we giggled a lot. Pam had a great
sense of mischief. Lately she had taken
to coming into the Post Office with a
twinkle in her eye to confess that she had
been up to no good again. What she meant
was that she loved stirring controversy,
especially at meetings where someone
was waffling on, full of self-importance.
Heaven help the pompous person who
underestimated the little old lady sitting in
the corner! With the sweetest smile and
the politest of apologies this lady in her
80s cut through the most pretentious
arguments with such intelligence and a
grasp of the facts that many were left reeling
with shock.
Are we going to miss her? You bet! Should
we be sad? No way. She lived life to the
full and delighted in it. Honour her by living
likewise.

Ros Dingwall
(see pages7 & 9 for more tributes to Pamela)

Pamela Abraham passed away on Tuesday 21st March, aged 83 years.
Are we going to miss her? You bet!

The next meeting of
Strathard Community
Trust will be in the
Ranger’s Office in

Aberfoyle at 7.30 pm on
Monday 8th May.

All are welcome to
attend.

2006 Deadline Dates
Issue 30 21st May
Issue 31 2nd July
Issue 32 20th August
Issue 33 1st October
Issue 34 12 November

(xmas issue)
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This year’s Aberfoyle
Mushroom Festival, 19 –
22 October, has as its
international “flavour”,
New Zealand.  Central to
the NZ activities at the
Festival will be a Maori Concert party of
dancers and singers from Ngati Rananana,
the Maori club in London.  The Festival
Committee has asked the five local primary
schools to initiate projects on New Zealand
in general and the Maori/Polynesian culture
in particular.  We plan to convert the
Memorial Hall into a Maori Marae(camp)
for children where their school projects can
be exhibited and the Maoris will run
classes in dancing – including the Haka!-
singing, weaponry, and face-painting/
tattooing, which has a major place in Maori
culture.  It is hoped that some Maori
families – including children - will be coming
up from the Maori Kohanga in London as
well as the Concert Party who will be
staying at the Covenanters’ Hotel, who
have very generously stepped in as main
sponsors of the Maoris at the Festival.  All
primary school children will be getting a
special free invite to the opening concert
of Maori and Scottish traditional music and
dancing in the Scottish Wool Centre on
Thursday, 19 October.  The NZ High
Commissioner will receive the Maori
challenge at the concert and declare the
Festival open.

Fergus Wood,
Festival Chairman

THE MAORIS ARE
COMING!

Free Bus Travel – Wha-hey!
Calling all Senior Citizens in Strathard with
the Wanderlust after receiving your free
bus passes!  Your local tourist information
office, Trossachs Discovery Centre at
Aberfoyle, has been collecting a reference
of bus timetables in anticipation of an influx
of travel-bug-bitten card carriers.  Don’t
disappoint us -come in and see how far
you can go - Oban, Inverness, St Andrews,
Skye, Campbeltown, Crieff and good old
Stirling, Edinburgh and Glasgow are just
some of the destinations covered, and
many long distance services have
interesting places to visit en route.
We look forward to seeing you, particularly
during the quieter(?) mid-week days.  We
are currently open 7 days a week, 10am
to 5 pm.

Trossachs 10k
The second Trossachs 10k race is on
Saturday, 13th May. This time we have a
permit from Scottish Athletics. All profits
from the race are to go to The Anthony
Nolan Bone Marrow Trust. Entry forms
are available at the Forth Inn, Trossachs
Butcher and the Tourist Information
Office. Pre-registration is recommended.
Registration and distribution of race
numbers is at the rear of the Forth Inn
between 9.00 and 10.00am. The race
starts at 10.30am.

Coach, Minibus 7 to 49 Seats
Tours, parties, weddings, airports etc

Whatever the occasion
Phone: 01877 382 341

email: aberfoylecoaches@aol.com
www.aberfoylecoaches.com

The planners have approved an application
to extend Kinlochard Village Hall. The
plans include an extension to the front of
the existing hall with picture windows, a
new porch entrance, and an extension to
include a new kitchen, servery and bar with
handicapped toilet which will become a
lesser hall with partition.
At a meeting of the Hall Committee on
Tuesday, 11th April it was unanimously
agreed to move onto the next stage, the
preparation of detailed plans for building
control and tendering.  At the meeting,
Treasurer Peter Salgo reported that the Hall
Improvement Funds currently stood at over
£25,000 with a further £15,000 “promised”. 
Chief Fundraiser, Archie Holmes is
preparing a submission for the national
Lottery Fund and it is hoped that Scottish
Executive funding for village halls, which
is currently “frozen”, will be reactivated
following the positive findings of a recent
report submitted to the Executive.
Next fundraiser for the Hall is the Gala Day
on Sunday, 16th July - last year’s event
raised over £3500 for hall funds.  “Our very
professional business plan for the hall has
had a most positive response thus far,” said
Chairman Fergus Wood. ” We intend to
pursue this matter and have a hall that our
community can be proud of up and running
as soon as possible.”

Go-ahead For New Hall At
Kinlochard

Tel: 01877 387202
Mob: 07803 615924

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

woodland & timber services
tree surgery

firewood
fencing

chemical spraying

Forthvale
Contractors
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Community Council
This has been a sad month
for many of us, including the

Community Council, with the sudden death
of our secretary Pamela Abraham. Our
thoughts are firstly with her son Gordon,
and his sons, whom many of you will know,
and of whom Pamela was immensely
proud. I have written separately in this issue
of her work on our behalf, but its impossible
to describe how much she is already
missed. We are determined however that
her favourite project, the Environmental
Day, on 12th April, will go ahead as normal
and ask everyone to come along and make
use of the many stalls that will be present
for your benefit.
Regularly at our monthly meetings, we get
queries about the reason for certain
planning decisions. Planning is a complex
issue which we struggle to understand
ourselves. However with the publication of
the National Park Plan being imminent,

communities will soon have a chance to
review their Local Plans too. The Local Plan
is what informs planning decisions for our
area. Such decisions as the extent of the
village envelope, outwith which new
building is generally not allowed, can be
reviewed at this point, as can areas which
the community might think would be
suitable for housing; the types of housing,
ie; private or affordable local needs houses,
can also be specified and encompassed
within the plan. As soon as we have more
information we will ask for your help with
this, probably with a questionnaire, and
then a meeting to make sure we have as
many views as possible.
The consultants acting on behalf of Orange
in looking for a site in Kinlochard for a
telecommunications mast, have
approached us again, with a new proposal,
this time for a site on the other side of
Loch Ard. Details were sent to Kinlochard

for information and the reaction appears
to be more positive about this new position,
which is much further from residential
areas. The Forestry Commission have
obviously to satisfy themselves as to the
suitability of this site on their land, but it’s
a good to know that the community voice
has been listened to with regard to their
concern over the original proposed site.
And finally… there is no more! I have been
unable to get responses to topics raised
last month, but will keep trying and adding
up the phone bills! Watch this space.

The Community Council meets on the
1st Thursday of the month, alternating
between Aberfoyle Memorial Hall,
Kinlochard Village Hall and Inversnaid
Primary School.

The next meeting is at 7.30 pm on Thurs-
day 4th May in Kinlochard Village Hall

Stirling Council’s Aberfoyle Local Office
Assistant Registrar/Customer Services Adviser

Many people who have used Stirling Council’s Registry and Local
Office facilities in Aberfoyle, will have met with the Assistant Registrar,
Katherine Bain.  After several years in the service of Stirling Council
in general and of Aberfoyle in particular, Katherine very reluctantly
decided that other time commitments had become too great, forcing
her to resign from her post in Aberfoyle Local Office.  She will be
greatly missed by customers and colleagues alike and, in particular,
by myself.  We hope we will be able to persuade her to continue to
officiate at weddings from time to time.  Thank you Katherine for
everything.
Katherine’s post as Assistant Registrar/Customer Services Adviser
must now be filled.  It is an occasional part time position, covering
the holidays etc. and offers tremendous interest and variety.  The
postholder will provide services for births, deaths and marriages;
genealogical searches, and general administration.  They will officiate
at weddings, civil partnerships and baby naming ceremonies, often
at venues which have been granted special licences for holding these
ceremonies.  They will also provide or advise on a wide range of
Stirling Council services, including cover in other offices.
For more information about the post, please contact the Local Office
or Jackie Taylor, Senior Registrar, Municipal Buildings, Stirling, Tel:
01786 432099.  An application pack is available from the HR Team,
Tel: 01786 442858, e-mail corprecruit@stirling.gov.uk
Sharon Johnston, Registrar
Aberfoyle Local Office, Main Street, Aberfoyle, FK8 3UQ
Telephone 01877 382986
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editorial

Dear Editor,
Having just read the report of “The Roundabout”
in the March issue of “The Strathard News” I feel
obliged to reply. 
I agree the roads are full of potholes around the
Aberfoyle area, especially the B829 but disagree
that the roundabout at the Rob Roy is not a necessity. 
In my own lifetime there have, in fact, been two
fatalities there and I have lost count of the number
of cars which have found themselves in the field,
many even managing to “jump” the fence.  It was
a normal event to see at least one car there every
weekend during the summer months and I distinctly
remember the farmer having to put the fence back
one Sunday evening only to return half an hour
later to put it back up after car number two found
itself in the field.  The residents of Braeval, both
past and present, know just what a common
occurrence this was.

The field, the most frequent place, of course, has
not been the only place where speed offered a
substitute to the road.  One mini drove straight
from the Glasgow side into the woods rather than
turn to the left into Aberfoyle.  Luckily nobody
happened to be walking on the footpath at that
time.
Having discussed this subject with “the old
worthies” even older than myself, it appears that
permission was approved in the mid 1960s and we
are only now seeing the results of this.
I personally hope it does not take this long to mend
the potholes on the B829 or there will be more
permanent lochans in this area than we already
have! 
Perhaps next month I will write a fictional item
about the monster in the pothole!  Eat your heart
out Loch Ness!

Janette Bond

Letters to the Editor........have your say!
Get it off your chest with a letter to the Editor.  Send to Editor, Schoolhouse, Inversnaid
FK83TU or email editor@strathardnews.com

Welcome to our Easter edition. What
a season of contrasts this is – mighty
showers and warm sunshine, the
sadness and joy of Easter itself –
contrasts reflected in this issue of
Strathard News with all the tributes to
Pamela and the exhilaration that
spring is here, the start of the season
in the garden and in the villages.
I would like to take this opportunity to
add my own tribute to a dear friend,
Pamela Abraham. She will be sorely
missed but, being such a stickler for
detail, she ensured that any work she
started was able to be carried on by
others – and it will take quite a few of
us to manage what this one little
bundle of energy achieved.
That’s the sad bit. The happy bit is the
way everyone responded to our plea
to get their articles to us quickly for
this issue. The team has pulled out all
the stops and, hopefully, we will have
it out by Easter (if our new printer
doesn’t go into liquidation, as
happened with the last issue!).
I hope, too, that you will see, in some
of our outlets, our new boxes. These
are being hand painted. This is taking
longer than expected since they are
very creative. If anyone would like to
try their hand at decorating one, please
contact any of the committee
members who will be only too pleased
to give you a plain white box to turn
into a masterpiece.
I hope you enjoy this issue and
remember we welcome your news,
views and feedback.

Margaret

Soup Kitchen & Table Top Sale
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall

Saturday 13th May 11am - 3pm
Please come to this fundraiser to help
Katie Forsyth and Laura Stewart attend
Scottish Youth Theatre Summer Festival

Homemade Baking
Homemade Soup and Crusty Bread

Phone 382736
to book a table top £5

Have you seen the changes on your own doorstep?
The transformation needs to be seen to be believed!

The  Rob Roy Hotel
Why not come and try the all new bar menu, lots of favourites with the odd twist.
We pride ourselves on making as much as we can in-house with local produce.

Open every day, serving food till 8.45pm
Steven Bundy our Head Chef and his team are producing some superb four course dinners in our non smoking Green Room
Restaurant and from only £16.95 plus Tea & Coffee you can always find a “special occasion” to save you from the washing
up.
We also specialize in “Fair Trade” Teas and Coffees which you could always combine with some home baking.
So come on in and have a look at what we’ve done and add us to your list of regular haunts. We will be very glad to welcome
you.

Tel: 01877 382245 Fax: 01877 382262
Aberfoyle, Stirlingshire, FK8 3UX

ANNUAL PLANT SALE!
The Sandy Stewart Committee for
Cancer Research is holding the annual
plant sale on Saturday 13 May 2006
from 10am till 2pm in the Port of
Menteith Village Hall.
Admission is £1.00.  This includes
morning coffee.  Soup will be served
from noon onwards.
There will be a produce stall and hamper
raffle as well as a great variety of plant
stalls.

Mrs Pat MacDonald and family,
Aberfoyle, wish to thank all relatives
and friends for cards, flowers, baking
and phone calls at their loss of Alastair.
Thank you to all who paid their
respects at the church and graveside.
The retiring offering for Strathcarron
Hospice realised £446.50
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National Park Countryside Rangers and officers from Strathclyde and Central
Police have joined forces this season to patrol Loch Lomond. Police officers
will be based on board National Park patrol boats and will help Rangers
enforce existing byelaws and monitor any anti-social behaviour. There will be
additional support from Strathclyde Police Marine Unit who will have two
officers on personal water craft.
The joint partnership initiative starts on Easter Monday and will continue
throughout the season on various dates through to September. An information
and familiarisation workshop was held on Wednesday 5 April as part of the
preparation for the Police Officers who will be stationed on the boats. The
workshop included sessions on safety equipment, an introduction to the
boat registration database and a byelaw overview. Officers were taken out on
the loch in the afternoon and introduced to the National Park patrol boats.
Speaking about the partnership, Bob Elliot, Senior Operations Manager said,
“We very much welcome the partnership approach and assistance the Police
are offering. Our staff will have backup on the boats on targeted days during
the busy season. This will increase the enforcement level of the byelaws on
the loch, and we hope to reduce the amount of conflict between users.”

Police Support for National Park
Rangers on Loch Lomond

The AGM  will be held in the Aberfoyle Memorial
Hall on 5th June 2006  at 7pm. It is open to all who
live and work in the Strathard area, not just those who
have joined as members.  However, only members
will be able to vote.  If you wish to join before the AGM
then please contact Lesley Quirk, Treasurer, on
387210, lesley@quirk.co.uk.  Membership is £1
Directors: All the Directors will resign, as required by
the constitution, at the AGM and most are willing to
stand for re-election.  Nominations will be
welcomed from members and Nomination Forms
will be available in the Post Offices in Aberfoyle and
Kinlochard, in Aberfoyle Motors and from Margaret
Neufeld in Inversnaid.
Current Directors
Chair Maureen Campbell
Vice-Chair Ian Marshall
Treasurer Lesley Quirk
Company Sec’tary David Miller
Directors Ros Dingwall

John Paterson
Directors Nominated by Local Organisations
John Clow Community Council
John Epps Aberfoyle Traders Association
Richard Grosse Aberfoyle Churches
Activity Groups
Paths and Trails Group, led by John Digney. The
feasibility study has now been completed and the
group is looking at funding options to take forward
plans for the new routes.
Youth Group, led by John Paterson and Maureen
Campbell. The youth group has gone from strength to
strength with the strong support of the Strathard Trust’s
Directors and Gillian Barrie and Tim Mercer from the
National Park. It is hoped that the funding required for
the renovation and upgrade of the Play park in Aberfoyle
will be achieved soon. Grant applications have been
successful and more are ongoing at the moment.
Environment Group John Clow is continuing to
pursue the plan to set up a recycling centre as a
Community Business serving Strathard and the wider
community.
Give us YOUR ideas for new projects
The Trust exists to help anyone in the community to
develop projects for the benefit of the community. If
you have an idea for a possible project, then do contact
any of the Directors who will be happy to discuss it
with you.  It’s your Trust and any level of involvement
will be welcome.  You can simply bring us your idea
or join us to take it forward.  Please think what you
would like the Trust to help with and let us know.

The SCT would like to heartily thank Ian Smith
of Streetscape for his sterling efforts in fixing
the drainage in the Aberfoyle Playpark thus
making it a safer area for the children.

This is a significant year for local literary anniversaries.
Five hundred years ago George Buchanan, the eminent poet and historian
was born at Moss between Killearn and Strathblane. Buchanan, the future
tutor of James VI, was brought up near Cardross in Menteith.
Two hundred and fifty years ago the first performance of the tragedy Douglas
by John Home took place. It is set in the Carron Valley of Stirlingshire.
There was enormous controversy when it was first produced in 1756, but it
brought forth the famous cry, from a member of the audience, “Whaur’s yer
Wullie Shakespeare noo?”
In September 1906 Edith Holden, whose illustrated Diary of an Edwardian
Lady enjoyed great success when it was finally published, described a walk
from Callander to the Lake of Menteith.
That month also saw a particularly sad occasion when Cunninghame Graham
buried his wife, known as Gabriela, on Inchmahome. She was a famous
religious biographer and poet.
However, perhaps the two most striking anniversaries are closely connected
with Strathard itself. It was on 9th June, 1806 in a letter to Lady Abercorn
that Scott first mentioned The Lady of the Lake, partly set on Ben Venue
in the Parish of Aberfoyle:
‘I have a grand work in contemplation, but distant, so distant that the distance
between Edinburgh and Stanmore [where Lady Abercorn lived] is nothing to it.
This is a Highland romance of Love, Magic, and War, founded upon the manners
of our mountaineers, with my stories about whom your Ladyship was so much
interested. My great deficiency is that being born and bred, not only a lowlander,
but a borderer, I do not in the least understand the Gaelic language, and therefore
am much at a loss to find authentic materials for my undertaking…’
A few weeks later Scott stated, “I have added a few verses”, but he put it to
one side, and The Lady of the Lake was not published until 1810.
It is also the one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of the composition of
Inversnaid.  The manuscript version is headed: ‘Sept. 28, 1881.’ Gerard
Manley Hopkins (1844-89), was working as a curate in Glasgow and, on a
day off, took the steamer on Loch Lomond.
“The day was dark and partly hid the lake, yet it did not altogether disfigure
it, but gave a pensive or solemn beauty which left a lasting impression on me.”
Inversnaid is among his finest poems, although it has been attacked for its
obscurity. Its sprung rhythm, best exemplified in this poem, captures the
pace of a mountain stream. The last stanza has become something of an
anthem for ecologists:

What would the world do, once bereft
Of wet and of wilderness? Let them be left,
O let them be left, wildness and wet;
Long live the weeds and the wilderness yet.

Local Literary Anniversaries
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Trossachs Crimescene 
 by I.M.Watching

Stewart’s Seat
Aberfoyle has very few monuments as in
the likes of Bruce and Wallace. What it
does have is a tradition of recognising its
sons and daughters in its own special way.
There have been countless people over
generations who have dedicated their lives
in the interests and well-being of the
community. Stewart McLaren was one
such individual.
As a mark of respect, upon his retrial, the
villagers dug deep into their pocket to
purchase a bench in his honour, which was
then placed outside the Post Office. Sadly,
it quickly became the focus of attention
for different reasons as the bees ‘moved
in’ and made it their meeting place with
scant regard for Stewart’s memory, their
usual calling cards of discarded beer cans,
cigarette packets and vomit were soon a
feature. Whilst I support the decision of
the Post Office staff to relocate the seat
to Stewart’s garden, I am dismayed that
the bees have, once again, won the day.
However…the clock is ticking.

The Microcroft Motive
It appears that the bees, in their seemingly endless pursuit of creating havoc in our
village, have become shape-shifters. Their recent laughable attempts to pan in Microcroft’s
window were described as ape-like by eye-witnesses, as they bounced up and down
against the glass with no effect whatsoever. They did, however, gain some success in
damaging the plants outside the shop and utilised the entrance as a public toilet. How
quaint.
To Graham and Jill, I would say, “Don’t despair.
You just had a little scare
And I wish you continue to take care.”
For our traders, I urge you all to be aware
Because the bees are on the move.

The Night Safe Mystery
Like many people, I pay a daily visit to the
hole-in-the-wall at the bank corner, in the
hope that there are enough funds in my
account to purchase a stale loaf of bread
in the reduced section of the Co-op and,
God willing, a packet of Bonios for my dog.
To the casual observer, the recent
disappearance of a breeze block
underneath the night safe might seem of
little consequence. To the trained eye of a
crimescene reporter, however, this
represents a number of possibilities. I will
leave it up to you to decide. Was it the
result of
a) a meteorite
b) a plague of mice high on cocaine
c) a heavy fall of snow
d) lightning
e) a failed attempt by the Jules Verne fan
club to re-create the journey to the centre
of the earth
f) the busy little bees?

A Time to Plant and a
Time to Uproot
Pamela Abraham’s sudden death a few
weeks ago left many shocked and
saddened.  Those of us who serve on the
Practice Garden Committee feel we have
lost not just a very good friend but also
someone who was the backbone of our
committee.
Pamela was a founder member of the
Community Garden Committee and
brought to the task total commitment and
great enthusiasm. She was not only a
creative thinker but she had that rare ability
of always seeing a task through to its
conclusion; knowing where to go, what to
ask and how to get the answer she was
looking for.  We all benefited enormously
from this.
A high point for everyone was when The
Beechgrove Garden Team selected the
garden as a featured “Community Corner”.
Pamela delightedly rose to the challenge
and, with Margaret McKeand, organised
all the food for the volunteers and the
production team.  The film crew told us
the catering was the “best ever”.
At our committee meeting yesterday we
all felt sadly bereft.  We lost Mary Beaton,
a wonderful plants woman from Kinlochard,
a few years ago and George Watt, who
gave so unstintingly of his time for the
development of the garden, died suddenly
last year.  We would like to think that with
Pamela they might well be organising
another committee for the planting of this
season’s celestial flowerbeds.
Pamela was feisty and generous to a fault.
On Friday Aberfoyle church was packed
with mourners.  They came from the world
of politics, local government and the arts.
Many members of the Community came
to say goodbye.  Most important of all were
Gordon her beloved son, with his three boys
David, Richard and Peter.
Pamela took great pride in the fact that
she helped to create “The Practice Garden”.
It has given and will continue to give
pleasure for many years to the community
for whom she gave so much.
Winston Churchill once said, “We make a
living by what we get, we make a life by
what we give.” Pamela enriched all our
lives. We will miss her.

Dr Anne Lindsay
Aberfoyle Medical Centre01324 625624

t/a J. Brown
Coal Merchant
& Contractor
12-14 Slamannon Road
Falkirk FK1 1LG

R&C LUKE

Sailing, Canoeing, Kayaking, Fishing, Boat Hire, Mountain Biking,
Quad Biking, Off Road Driving and Safari’s, Climbing, Abseiling,
Archery, and multi-activity courses. There is a wide range of
equipment at the centre available for any activity which you wish
to pursue.

Forest Hills Watersports Centre offers a multitude
of activities to groups and individuals. Taster sessions
for beginners are available all week, while those with
more experience can benefit from further training or
simply hire one of our boats. All activities are under
the supervision of qualified staff, and all necessary
equipment can be provided for a safe and enjoyable
day, weekend or week away.

open to everybody...........with something for everyone!

FOREST HILLS WATERSPORTS CENTRE
Kinlochard, Aberfoyle, Stirlingshire FK8 3TL

Phone 01877 387 775 Email foresthills@goforth.co.uk
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National Park News

Braeval Antiques
Aberfoyle

Tel. 01877 382400
Mobile 0781 4405975

Ask for Andrew

Braeval Old Mill, Braeval,
Nr Aberfoyle, Stirling. FK8 3UY

I have been involved in the antiques business on a part-time
basis for the past forty years and am passionate about my
work.  Since retiring from the hospitality business I am now
involved on a full-time basis and would, therefore, be
delighted to help, to the best of my ability and knowledge, in
the following areas:

1. Free valuations for insurance (without prejudice)
2. Valuations for probate (without prejudice) cost 2.5

% of valuation
3. To help and advise on a) antiques repairs b) antiques

restoration c) antiques maintenance
4. Help and advice on selling your antiques by auction
5. The location and purchase of that rare item you have

always promised yourself
6. I purchase individual items
7. I purchase complete estate or house contents

Every contact is made with total discretion, confidentiality
and courtesy, at a time to suit the client.  Properties cleared
will be left secure, swept and tidy.

In the last issue I
highlighted the
fact that across

the Park as a whole the problem of
supplying affordable housing was
becoming much more pronounced  and I
made a plea that should anyone come
across a scheme which protected that
affordability beyond the first sale would they
please let me know. A Lochearnhead
resident, Lawrie Hopkins came to the
rescue with a magazine which detailed how
they were tackling the problem in Dorset.
The article details the construction
methods and how, by using local
materials, they are not only helping the
local economy but they are keeping down
costs. One innovation is the use of straw
bales for insulation. However it is their
method of securing the local affordability
into the future that is of particular interest.
The scheme is controlled by a charitable
trust which sells the houses to people who
have a long standing residency connection
with the area. The property can be resold
but only to people who would qualify under
the local residency rules. That type of
restriction was tried out in schemes in Loch
Lomond area but proved largely ineffective
in that there was a let out clause if a house
remained unsold after a period of time on
the market. I have asked the Community
Partnership to have a look at the Dorset
scheme to see if anything could be done
through the Community Trusts which
operate in the National Park. One point

which I have asked them to look at is
whether it would be possible for the
Community Trusts to have a right to buy
back a property if a sale to a local resident
was not possible. The inference here being
that the property would remain in the local
market, possibly being let to a local who
was not in a position to purchase. Another
part of the overall problem is finding land
on which to build houses under the
scheme. To that end I have asked the
Park’s Planning Policy Unit to consider
what could be done in this respect when
preparing the Park’s Local Plan. It seems
to me that, with the support of local
communities, land could be identified for
this particular type of development. Please
get your thinking caps on and work as a
community to influence the Local Plan
when it comes out for consultation at the
turn of the year.
I recently attended a seminar on the Land
Use Initiative. This was primarily for the
benefit of land managers in the area. The
main speakers were concerned to ensure
that the land managers were tuned into the
new funding regimes but I was intrigued
with the EU regulations which demanded
that certain percentages of EU funds were
available to specific areas of activity. In
particular it is a requirement that at least
5% is allocated to LEADER schemes. The
Leader scheme is for community projects
and the EU is keen to encourage
community involvement. Many of you will
be aware of local projects which have
benefited from grants from the Leader.

It will be interesting to see what projects
could benefit from this latest tranche of
funding. Perhaps we could see a
community woodland or the like. However
I assume that the usual Leader requirement
that the project is so structured that Leader
money is not sought for current or future
maintenance costs of the project.
I did have a chuckle when lunch came
around. Part of the land use initiative was
the encouragement of farm diversification.
You know the kind of thing, farm retail
outlets supplying local restaurants,
improving communication between local
suppliers and local users, improved training
and standards for accommodation and food
providers. Wham bang the first three dishes
on the buffet table were rice based. I know
we get a lot of rain but I have yet to see
paddy fields in Scotland. Although, come
to think of it, is there not a Patna in
Ayrshire!!!!
Now for an appeal: I am doing an abseil
down Stirling‘s Wallace Monument on 20th
May for THE ANTHONY NOLAN TRUST.
Should anyone care to sponsor me I would
be very appreciative. Pledges can be sent
to me at the address below. Any cheques
should be made payable to The Anthony
Nolan Trust.

Owen McKee

As always I can be contacted as follows
Post:      Taigh Na Bhuth,
              Lochearnhead,

              FK19 8PR
Phone:   01657 830214

email:Owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk
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A View from the Lodge!

Contributions welcome.
Contact David Wilkie on
01877 382258 or email

david.wilkie@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Ode to Pamela AbrahamRangers Corner
Pamela always had something to say
And, usually, in her own inimitable way.
On occasion, if she wished, she would choose to be loud
But, mostly, she would just be happy to be part of the crowd.
She could never be accused of being apprehensive,
Though her conversation, at times, could be somewhat inventive.
During her visits to The Lodge, every once in a while,
She never, ever failed to raise a smile,
As she set about putting the world to right
With a brand of humour outwith most people’s sight;
And with every glance and every expression
This special person created an impression.
Strangely, I cannot recall how we first met....when and where?
She just simply seemed…..to be there.
Truth is, I think she always will be.

As opening events of the season go, this
was in a different class to say the least.
The Royal Observatory crew from
Edinburgh breezed into The Lodge on
March 24th armed with an array of props
and a wealth of information designed to give
our visitors a fascinating insight into the
world of astronomy.
Unfortunately, the dark clouds that hovered
above the Trossachs during the event
meant that the stargazing finale planned
for each evening had to be cancelled.
However, the ability of the team to adapt
to this possible scenario was highly
impressive, as impromptu presentations
were quickly set up for those brave souls
who turned up in adverse conditions, willing
to forego Eastenders in the pursuit of
knowledge.
Despite the weather, the feedback received
from the visitors regarding the day-time
programme and, in particular, from those
who attended the business workshops on
the Friday evening and Saturday lunchtime,
was highly encouraging.
The Forestry Commission is striving to offer
news and unique experiences for visitors
to The Lodge and this, hopefully, regular
event is just one example of what will be
on offer in the coming seasons. Watch this
“space”!!

Stardust Memories A Perfect Day?
It is possibly a little-known fact that angling
is the most popular recreational pastime
in the United Kingdom. The Forestry
Commission offers, for a small fee, a
number of permit rights within the Queen
Elizabeth Forest Park, amidst some of the
most stunning scenery in Scotland. How
good is this: a couple of bacon rolls in Liz
McGregor’s Coffee Shop, before taking the
short ten-minute journey over the Duke’s
Pass to reach Loch Drunkie, via the Three
Lochs Forest Drive, a place of peace and
tranquillity with few equals. Discounts are
available for ‘Rover’ Permits which cover
the lochs and rivers on a weekly, monthly
or yearly basis.
Can you resist the ‘lure’ of the Brownies?
N.B. The Three Lochs Forest Drive will open
on Easter weekend and close at the end
of October.

Sciurus Vulgaris Day
Sunday, 2nd April
These are exciting times for those visitors
interested in some serious wildlife action.
Not only has our osprey family arrived back
from their winter vacation in Africa, there
have been numerous sightings of red
squirrels in the forest grounds of late. This
is down, in no short measure, to the
concerted efforts of our conservation team.
The current plight of the red squirrel is well-
documented and our dynamic duo, David
Anderson and Kay Freeman, recently set
about increasing public awareness of the
situation by firstly producing a squirrel
survey brochure, encouraging ramblers to
report any sightings. This was followed by
the setting of feeder boxes. The next piece
in the jigsaw was the introduction of a
squirrel hide placed at a discreet distance
from the boxes. This, in turn, formed part
of the day event and Katy’s guided walks
to the hide provided sightings on both
occasions. The highly informative
presentation given by David at 2.00pm in
the wildwatch room was fully booked and
the team would like to thank everyone who
turned up and contributed on the day. If
you do spot a squirrel when you are out
and about, please contact David or Katy
at the District Office on 01877 382683. Any
information received will go a long way to
building up a picture of their numbers and
movements.

(photo courtesy of John McKinley)
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What a loss to our community – and what
a lady!  I will always remember her bright
eyes and her ever-present cheery smile! 
Pamela was young at heart, constantly on
the move thinking of new ways to help her
community.  We have to thank her for so
much  - the local phone book, a thankless
task if ever there was one; Country
Pursuits; her tireless attendance at so
many meetings all for our benefit;  her
constant thinking of how she could help
groups or individuals, if only to point them
in the right direction.  Pamela was
ageless; she could talk with anyone, young
and old alike.  She was a great
raconteur but she also enjoyed the
company and the craik of others.
She was so energetic it was difficult for
younger brethren to keep pace with her! 
She lived and loved life to the full –it’s a
blessing that the end was quick and the
flower didn’t fade.  We will miss you,
Pamela but we will remember you with a
smile.

Fergus Wood

It is not often that someone arrives at your
door unexpectedly and becomes a soul-
mate within minutes, but that was Pamela.
It was 1999. She was looking for a Port of
Menteith co-ordinator for the coming Local
Telephone Directory of 2000 and picked me
as I was heavily involved in the restoration
of the Port Hall. We talked excitedly of
the wonders of community involvement and
a friendship was born! She had the power
to sweep you up in her enthusiasm,
motivate you to take part, but still give you
the autonomy to act as you thought
appropriate. A rare combination.
    But I am still learning about the range of
her community involvement, her
considerable skills and her boundless
energy and commitment. Each of the
people I have contacted speak of her so
fondly as if she were theirs alone. That’s
unique. Pamela Abraham’s passing is a
huge loss to our community.

Linna Monteath

Pamela Abraham was a very fine person,
whose contribution to her local community
will be greatly missed. She put enormous
effort and enthusiasm into the planning and
implementation of the computer project for
the over 50s, One Foot in the Web. The
project required volunteers both to run it
and to act as volunteer tutors, and its
success depended on the work of Pamela
and the other “ambassadors”. Pamela was
a very keen volunteer ambassador and she
offered both her home and her skills very
generously to those in the Aberfoyle area
who needed her help.

Morag Weir

I have been in the Stirling Arts Forum a
couple of years now so really don’t have a
lot of  information about Pamela but what I
do have is all very positive.  She had been
with the SAF for many years and was a
very valued member.  Her knowledge about
grants, bursaries etc. was amazing.
She would always give her views about the
applications, constructively and of course
her own personal views.  She would always
give a good fight for the applicants she felt
should get more money and also for the
ones who she felt didn’t need very much
help from the SAF!
Personally she was an a gem.  She was
behind me from the beginning and was a
wealth of information, trying to get other
grants and help for my writing.  God love
her!  He humour was fantastic and although
Pamela could ruffle the hair of some, I feel
she always did it with good reason.
She will be sorely missed and the meetings
will definitely be different from now on.  She
was the key stone of the group. Pamela
was a one of a kind and if I could only have
half of her determination and compassion,
I would be a much better woman. 

 Gill Bastock

I worked with Pamela briefly on two
committees and was amazed at her grasp
of essentials and depth of how to make
things work. The breadth of her knowledge
and contacts was formidable as was her
single-mindedness in making things work.
She’s left the world a better place.

Isobel Mcguire

I first remember bumping into Pam outside
Old Viewforth in Stirling – she was worried
about some issue and she hoped I’d be
able to help. That was just before I was
elected in 1999 and as I got to know her
better we became good friends, meeting
regularly at the Stirling Assembly and at
events in and around Aberfoyle.
When my husband died just a few years
into the first Parliamentary session, she
was a constant support and we became
firm friends. Her house was always open
for a chat about absolutely anything. I grew
very fond of her and feel extremely sad that
her cheerful smile will no longer be there
to greet me when I hold future surgeries in
Aberfoyle.
Aberfoyle will definitely not be the same
without Pam. Her chirpy, warm and
enthusiastic nature is a sad loss to all of
us. She leaves her legacy in the deeds
she did, including the countless meetings
she attended and was usually secretary
of.
We held many meetings about Loch
Katrine and she was always there to
welcome people, help with the teas and
coffees and take a record of the meeting.
Often it was cold wintry nights and yet she
was still there cheerful as ever.
She has also left a legacy through the
people she worked with, who will carry on
with the various tasks she was engaged
in, all the stronger for knowing Pam. She
was always full of ideas, seeing many of
them to fruition, leaving some, like her
medieval garden idea, for us to finish. That
would be a fitting tribute.
One lasting memory would have to be the
mushroom festivals and the way Pam
always saved a seat for me next to her.
She was always thinking of others and how
she could make you feel welcome. Thanks,
you were a wonderful friend.

Sylvia Jackson MSP

Tributes to Pam Abraham

Pamela was a small
woman – but in
stature only!  She
had a presence you
just could not ignore
and was hugely
admired by all in the
community who
knew her.  When the
S t r a t h a r d

Community Trust was being set up she
was not keen on it at first but when she
learned what was planned to support all
community organisations she became a
firm supporter herself, to the extent that
she stepped in to be the first Chair of the
Trust until the formal appointment of
Directors.
She said the community was like a garden
– you planted seeds then nurtured them
as they grew.  Pamela never refused to
help anyone and was a walking
encyclopaedia of knowledge and contacts.
She guided people with a velvet-gloved
hand but that hand had the grip of steel
and she just would not take no for an
answer if she felt it was unreasonable.
Pamela leaves an enormous gap in our
community, both for the work she did so
willingly and for the friendship and support
she gave so generously.  However she also
leaves a legacy of achievement and many
happy memories.  We will miss her very
much and we send our sincere
condolences to Gordon and the family

Lesley Quirk, Treasurer,
Strathard Community Trust
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For ‘mushers’, please read: ‘those
weird individuals who train and race
husky dog teams’ which they do in the
forests of Strathard, and elsewhere,
throughout the winter months. It is a
strange pastime and they are a
strange lot, except for yours truly who
is surely one of the few ‘normal’ people
in this sport (not blowing my own
trumpet here, you’ll notice).
As mushers, we run our dog teams
and compete with them at races held
all over Scotland. Yet in all the years
that I have been in the sport I have
never heard even one musher boast
about his win or high placing in a race.
As a group we tend, rather, to go on at
great lengths describing our accidents
or disasters when out on the
trail. One musher, for
example, when asked how
his run went, will describe
in great detail, whilst still
standing on the finish
line with his dogs and all
of them, including the
said musher, panting away,
how he got a puncture halfway
round the course which shredded
his tyre and lost him seconds.  Another
musher will then pipe up, saying that
that was nothing.  When out with his,
a wheel came off his rig causing him
to lose so much time that when he
came over the finish line everybody
had gone home, including his wife.
Whoa, a third one will say, you guys
were lucky!  Then he will tell you how
his dogs failed to take a correct turn
and ended up 10 miles away having
to get a taxi back with his dogs on the
roof rack.  But then ask them, who
won?  Oh, we don’t know and anyway,
is it really important?   We’re only in
this sport to run our dogs and tell tall
stories.
But it is when it comes to adversity or
accidents that the somewhat peculiar
humour of mushers comes to the fore
and there are many instances of this.
Take for instance, the accident which
happened to one male musher. (We
do have female mushers, quite a few
of them, in fact.  It’s just that the ladies
don’t go in for the tall tales so much).
Anyway, this male musher, a
gentleman of somewhat robust build,
was competing in a race on the
Scottish Borders. He was running his

team with a rig - which is a three-
wheeled contraption used in Britain on
the rare occasions when we don’t get
snow (ho, ho!) - and was hurtling down
a hill with a sharp left hand corner at
the bottom. In his own words he said
that his team and rig turned the corner
successfully - but he carried on to
Dumfries!   Ah, the British way - finding
humour even in disaster!
This musher was subsequently found
to have multiple bruising - and not just
to his ego - when he fell off the rig.
Fortunately, the ground broke his fall.

He didn’t get
m u c h
s y m p a t h y ,
though. You
never do, from
the women
anyway. A lady

musher, a lovely girl always dressed
up beautifully with makeup and
earrings, was in his company when
the same musher stated that he had
also torn and broken his nails in the
incident. She put a reassuring hand
on his arm, saying, “Don’t worry.  I
know of an excellent manicurist.  She’ll
do your nails a treat.”
There are many such tales from the
world of husky dogs.  There is, for
example, the one about the musher
of seriously advanced years
competing at a race, who squatted
down on the rig (this, apparently, cuts
down wind resistance and can knock
seconds off your time-according to the
experts). Unfortunately, it would seem
that this is a technique better practiced
by a younger person. At one of the
marshalling points, he managed to
stop his dogs and asked the marshal
if he could help him up as his knees
had locked. Sad, or what?
Or what of the musher, training his
dogs in Aberfoyle several winters past,
whose lines got tangled. Attached to
his team, (where they go, I go, was
his motto), he held onto the footrests

rig, and was dragged downhill on his
stomach.  He admitted that, rather
than worry how he was to resolve the
situation, only one inconsequential
thought went through his head:
suppose he met a refined elderly lady
whilst his torn trousers were around
his ankles! Fortunately his perceived
predicament was resolved when he
reached the bottom of the hill and
stopped the team and ‘readjusted’ his
dress. Suffice it to say, his dogs
finished   in final fettle!
One of the best stories in the world of
husky racing concerns yet another
lady, a female musher. (Why do the
lady mushers have all the best
punchlines?  Discuss).  Our lady
musher was competing in a husky
race and was awaiting the countdown
before taking off, when she leaned

forward and said in a
conspiratorial tone to the
snubber (that’s the guy
who holds the rig and
team prior to take off), “You
know, I’m a virgin.”
Somewhat bemused, the
snubber retorted
“Sorry?”  The lady said,

“Yes, I’m a virgin.  This is the first time
I’ve competed in a race.”  With a sigh
of relief, the musher wished her all the
best.
After the race, our snubber saw the
lady in question walking her dogs
accompanied by her husband. He
called out, “And what was it like, losing
your virginity?”
To which she replied, “Oh, it was
lovely.  And it lasted a lot longer than
the first time!”   Quite so!
So now as the summer approaches,
you will find mushers sitting in their
back gardens, their dogs circling the
barbecue, staring into the glowing
embers, with napkins tucked into their
collars, their canine eyes glinting with
anticipation of the burgers to come
(they wish!) and their teeth bared
evenly like so many examples of Feng
Shui, whilst their sad owners swat
absently at the clouds of midgies
whilst silently wishing for snow, ice
and blizzards and dreaming fondly of
past disasters and looking forward to
new ones - and just possibly trying to
rehearse some memorable one liners
to use for next winter.

THE HUMOUR OF MUSHERS*  Or ‘The Sad Lives Of Simple Doggy Folk’

Dougie MacPherson
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So they are back! But who? Is it the female
Red 6A and her unringed male back to
reclaim their nest of last year, or has
someone else beaten them to it?
At 11.30am on Saturday 1st April a female
osprey landed on our nest - but there
wasn’t a single red ring in sight. Instead
there was a rather bright yellow ring with
the large letters OU on it.
For those of you who followed the story
last year, you might remember the female
Yellow OU appeared on our nest in April,
only to be promptly ousted by Red 6A,
another female. Red 6A went on to have 2
chicks with an unringed male. There was
no sign of OU after this fight for the nest
and we had hoped she had nested
elsewhere successfully.
2006 and here is OU again, straight back
on to our nest - and the scandal does not
end there! At 11.45 on Sunday 2nd April
she was joined by an unringed male. There
they sat, side by side on the nest as if
they had known each other forever. Usually
a male and female osprey who do not know
each other tend to become nervous,
agitated or defensive towards each other
but there was very little evidence of this
behaviour between these two.
Is this unringed male, the breeding partner
of Red 6A from 2005? Was the unringed
male from 2005 in fact the partner of Yellow
OU who decided to try his luck with Red
6A after she won the fight with OU?

Since we know the female Red 6A was
breeding for the first time in 2005 and
ospreys have been on this nest for several
years, could Yellow OU have been the
rightful owner of this nest after all?
Red 6A is due back soon. Let the battle
commence!
This year we will be having a second
osprey nest live on camera. We’ve have
seen ospreys back on this nest but have
no confirmation yet of their identity. The
Forestry Commission conservation team
are also attempting to have peregrine
falcons and buzzards again this year.

The Trossachs Bird of Prey Trail
The Aberfoyle Live Bird of Prey Viewing
Project is part of the newly-launched
Trossachs Bird of Prey Trail (visit
www.birdofpreytrail.com).This is a
partnership between Forestry
Commission Scotland, RSPB
Scotland and Rural Stirling and
Lomond Leader +. We invite you
to come and see the ospreys for
yourself this season and follow the drama
as it unfolds! If you are unable to visit us
then please check our website
www.forestry.gov.uk/aberfoyleospreys to
keep uptodate with the story. For  more
information, please contact David Marshall
Lodge on 01877 382258 or email Joanna
Mcfarlane, the Project Officer, at:
joanna.mcfarlane@forestry.gsi.gov.uk.

Ospreys back at David Marshall Lodge DML Notice Board
There is simply no doubt that the

David Marshall Lodge on Easter

Sunday is the place to be. The “Six

Together” services organised by

the Rev. Danny Gibb over March and

April will culminate at The Lodge at

8.00am with a service and

breakfast to follow. Last year, a

similar gathering took place and, to

our surprise and delight, numbers

were way beyond expectations. It

is hoped that this will become an

annual happening and all are

welcome to attend.
The afternoon will concentrate on

activities for children and guided

spring walks will be available in the

company of a forest ranger. This

year, for the first time, we are

encouraging children (and adults!)

to turn up in costume or fancy dress

with an Easter theme. There will be

prizes in store, of course!

Please contact the David Marshall

Lodge (01877 382258) for further

information.

Unique range of arts and craft
from throughout the world

Extensive plant area for all
your gardening needs

Open seven days - 10am to 6pm
Main Street, Aberfoyle

01877 382308

guyana
plants, crafts and art

01877 382473

Aberfoyle Post Office
Aspirin, Books, Cards, Dolls, Erasers,
Films, Gift Bags, Hairbrushes,Ice Cream,
Juice, Kleenex, Lego, Money, Needles,

Orange top-ups, Postcards, Quite quick queues, Rock,
Stamps, Tax discs, Uhu, Volvic, Wrapping paper, Xcellent
service, Years of experience, Zillions  more to be found
in store!

Shop OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Sat,7 - 5.30; Sun,11- 5.30

Kippen Classics
Presents

STIRLING STRINGS
An evening of

popular string classics
Performed by musicians from
Scotland’s finest Orchestras
Sunday 25th June 2006
In Kippen Church at 7.30pm

(complimentary refreshments
at the interval)

Tickets will be on sale
from early May

From Naomi Hirst
01786 870283

Look out for posters next
month giving more details of

the programme
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RSPB Inversnaid Reserve
The cold and snowy
spring has kept the goats
off the moor and around
the nature trail. I was
repairing some steps on
the nature trail and

suddenly a dull WHACK, reverberated
around the woodland. As it was quite close,
I walked up the trail to investigate. One
broken horn (OBH) and another billie were
butting each other about 5 metres away,
one would stand its ground whilst the other
would rear up on its hind legs and with a
few quick steps, they would clash horns.
At other times, they would just wrestle
horns with each other; I think this is where
OBH’s loss of horn showed its
disadvantage, as he was always second
best in the horn wrestling. They were quite
unperturbed by my close presence,
stopping initially to look at me and then
continued to joust with each other. An
interesting and entertaining spectacle
which continued for about ten minutes
before they decided to walk up hill taking
the rest of the feral goats with them.
Despite our snowy and cold weather
conditions, spring is certainly here;
meadow pipits have returned to the hillside

along with skylark, and wheatear will be
arriving very shortly. Frog spawn is lying in
pools throughout the reserve but near the
sheep fank, one pool appears to have more
spawn than water! It is interesting how birds
adapt to the weather as only two weeks
prior to the meadow pipits and skylarks
arriving I had counted a flock of 38 reed
bunting out at the sheep fank. This is the
largest flock of reed bunting recorded at
the reserve, almost certainly all the small
flocks I have previously counted during the
winter have come together at this critical
stage of survival when food is extremely
scarce. Now the reed buntings have
become territorial, the flock has dispersed
and single males are singing from their
selected perches on trees or rushes.
Another interesting observation was of six
woodcock near the nature trail. Five of
these were within 25 metres of each other
in two small groups (two and three); again
this gathering was due to the very cold
weather and the woodcock had gathered
where the morning sun was thawing the
ground to enable them to probe for
invertebrates through the softer soil. The
only count of our black grouse I have

managed in this period showed three
males at the lek, the new young male was
not present, but I observed a single black
grouse flying along the ridge line at the
same time the males were lekking. This
was in silhouette so it was not possible to
determine its gender. Pine marten scat is
located around the nature trail showing that
they are about searching for prey as well.
Pied wagtails are also back at Garrison
farm and the hotel car park, and a grey
wagtail was at the boathouse along with a
pair of great spotted woodpecker and
calling jays. Why not come along and see
all of this for yourself by visiting the reserve?
Late April early May is one of the best
times to visit when bluebells carpet the
woodland, and the birds are singing
including the spring migrants from Africa
(pied flycatcher, redstart, tree pipit, wood
warbler). There is little leaf growth on the
trees at this time and this allows you to
see the birds that are normally very difficult
to observe. Also slow worms will be
basking on the nature trail and probably
best of all, the midges will not be out yet!

Duncan Cameron
Conservation Assistant

IMPORTANT
Information for Advertisers

When you place an advert with the
Strathard News we will continue to run
it unless you tell us to stop or replace
it.

Pay for 7 adverts
and get the 8th advert free

To place/cancel an advert contact
Ian Marshall on 01877 382211

To alter an advert contact
Marion Back on 01877 386222

Advertising Costs
40mm x 37mm £5
40mm x 75mm £10
75mm x 75mm £20
152mm x 40mm £20
190mm x 190mm £30

For assistance on design and layout,
please contact:
Marion Back
01877 386222

marionback@compuserve.com

John and Rikke
would welcome you to
shop with them at the

Kinlochard Village Shop
Now open 8am-8pm daily

Post Office Services
Licensed General Store 

A variety of goods
 to surprise you!

 

available for horses 
Stabling possible 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kirkton Farm 
Aberfoyle 

Tel: 01877 382 316 

 

GARAGE WORKSHOP

Mot’s while you wait, Mon-Sat
Car and Bus Servicing, Tyres,
 Exhausts, & General Repairs.

ABERFOYLE MOTORS Ltd
Main Street, Aberfoyle, FK8 3UG

Tel: 01877 382 341/342
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The GardenThe GardenThe GardenThe GardenThe Garden
by Wellie Boot

“Spring will be a little late this year”
It always amazes me, however, that
despite the weather, the daffodils appear
at much the same time each year. How
can they know? It’s not just the
temperature, but also the length of days
and therefore light.
Is there anything lovelier than the spring
bulbs? The little pink dogtooth violets with
their dappled leaves, the intense blue and
white of the chionodoxas and the brilliant
yellow of the different daffodils give us the
first splash of real colour in the garden.
Another plant that provides early spring
colour, (and that wonderful thing: good
ground cover) is the pulmonaria or lungwort!
Most people think just of the blue and pink
one known as “soldiers and sailors” but
there is a very sturdy coral coloured one
with pale green leaves and a white one with
spotted leaves; also a very pale sky blue
one with white spotted glaucous leaves,
very dainty; and Hidcote Blue, an intense
royal blue which is a super spreader.
The early rhododendrons are also bursting
forth into bloom. They, unfortunately, flower
rather too early for their own good and
frequently get frosted. I have e beautiful
white one, well it should be beautifully
white, but it’s slightly brown just now as it
got the frost – sad.
The dear lovely hellebores are still
producing their dusky heads and looking
shy around the foot of the viburnum
bodnantense, with its little bundles of pink
flowers on bare branches.
Oh! Life is beginning again with all these
lovely flowers and the fresh acid greens of
the tiny bursting foliage.
The poor frogs had a terrible time this year.
A little later than normal, some appeared
in our ponds and spread their spawn, only
for it to be frozen. Then the temperature
rose and more, lots more, frogs appeared,
laid lots more spawn – only to get it buried
in snow. Now the frogs have gone and the
spawn has thawed out and seems, praise
be, to be developing. Isn’t nature
wonderful?
I think the flower of the month must be the
ubiquitous daffodil. From the tiny three-inch
high ones to the large golden trumpets
standing a good eighteen inches above the
ground and the myriads of varieties in
between, they are truly the Heralds of
Spring.
Happy gardening – in your woollies.
Wellie Boot

It has been a delight to come to the area
and to meet at least some of you. I am
grateful for the many kindnesses that have
been given since my arrival here some
twenty months ago. Although I live at
Aberfoyle I am in the area most days, and
you must please say if you think I might
be of help, whether a church member or
not.  Bill Richardson has nobly held the
fort on this page whilst I have been finding
my way. Now he has graciously stepped
aside and accordingly I take this
opportunity to record my thanks for a job
well done.
By way of introduction, I originate from
London and worked as a solicitor for some
years. I was privileged to practice mostly
in Cambridge; it was a joy to slip away
from the office to attend evensong at Kings
College Chapel.  Perhaps it was this in
part that turned my thoughts to pastures
new. I trained at Ridley Hall and after
ordination served parishes in Soham,
Bedale, Darlington and Grimsby in the
Church of England. Few daydreams turn
to reality, but in my case they did. A
fortnight at Cultybraggan Camp a few
years ago awakened my love of this area.
This urge to live here in time turned to
reality and I have not been disappointed.
Some of you though may have come
across me at the wheel of a coach. I am
fortunate to be able to indulge a passion
for vehicles of all sorts as a part of my
vocation. Clergy and their ministry differ
widely. Some are at their best behind a
desk or in a pulpit. Others, perhaps myself
included, function better in an everyday
environment, at least for a few hours each
week. The money earned makes a modest
benefit to parish fundraising. If nothing else,
mopping out a coach after a Saturday night
booking tends to keep pretensions of
grandeur at bay!   I look forward to
contributing to this column and meeting
more of you in the future.

Richard Grosse

Homemade Soup
from local fresh produce

Daily Home Bakes
scones, tablet, good Scottish baking
Breakfast, Lunch &

Afternoon Tea
ranging from

The Sneaky Highlander
(fried egg with dumpling)
to the Hale and Hearty
(full Scottish breakfast)

Tel 01877 387284
Open daily from 10 am

School Report.....

Diary Of Events
Friday 28th April 7.30PM
Race Night in Forth Inn – Fun fundraiser for
all parents, carers and friends (Not videos!)
Wednesday 31st May
Bags2School Collection (School gets money
for our old clothes.  Last year we received
£100)
Saturday 3rd June
Provisional date for School Fair – still to be
confirmed
Friday 18th June
Details to follow – Family Disco

We hope that as many of you as possible will
come along to these events so that we can
raise as much as possible – all proceeds will
be used for the benefit of Aberfoyle Primary
School and Nursery Children.

Contact: Janet Stewart 382736
Thank you very much for your continued

help and support.

Aberfoyle Primary and Nursery PTA

Massage Therapy
eases muscular aches and pains

Sports Massage
Relaxation

Mobile service available
Call: 01877 382632

or 07765570503

Angela Mudge
Dip Sports M, MSMA, SMTO

Black Bull Hotel
Gartmore

TRANSPORT ARRANGED

01877 382 225

OPEN ALL DAY
We cater for weddings, functions, bus
parties, walkers, cyclists & families



14

Don’t Miss Out On Your National Park Vote
Time is running out to make sure you can
vote for new members of the Loch Lomond
& The Trossachs National Park board. Five
members of the authority, who were
elected by residents in 2002, will come to
the end of their term of office on 8 July this
year. Residents are being reminded that
they must be on the electoral register at 7
April 2006 if they want to vote in the postal
ballot that will be held during June.
Keith Yates, Chief Executive of Stirling
Council and Returning Officer for the
election, is writing to residents of the
National Park this week to remind them to
sign up with the electoral register and to
outline the election process.
It will start on 3 May when Notices of
Election will appear in local and national
press. Candidates have to be over 21 and
needn’t be resident in the park or in the
ward in which they wish to stand. If more
than one candidate stands in a ward, a
postal ballot will be held, with papers being
issued on 8 June, to be returned by 4 pm
on 29 June.
Mr Yates explained why it is important to
be registered to vote.  He said, “This is a
real opportunity for local people to have a
direct say in how the park is managed. At
the last election there was a lively contest
for the seats with 29 candidates standing
for election.”
Convener of the National Park Authority,
Councillor Gillie Thomson said, “Scottish
National Park Authorities are unique in
having some of their board members
elected by the public. It gives local people
the chance to influence the direction of the
authority and I would urge all residents to

use their vote. The five members elected
by residents in 2002 have played an
important role at board meetings, the
planning committee and in projects and
initiatives such as the Community Futures
Programme and Loch Lomond byelaw
review.”
The 25-member authority is made up of
the five elected community representatives,
10 people nominated by the Scottish
Executive and 10 people nominated by the
four local authorities - four from Stirling,
three from Argyll and Bute, two from West
Dunbartonshire and one from Perth and
Kinross.
If you are not currently registered to vote
or wish to change your details you should

contact one of the following:
www.saa.gov.uk/central or tel 01786
892200 for Stirling Council area www.dab-
vjb.gov.uk or tel 01586 555304 for West
Dunbartonshire and Argyll & Bute Council
areas, perth@tayside-vjb.gov.uk  or tel
01738 630303 for the Perth & Kinross
Council area.
Full details on the election and how to
stand for election to the National Park
Authority will be available from 3 May from
dunbarc@stirling.gov.uk or
caind@stirling.gov.uk or telephone 01786
443301 or 443284.

Luxury 7 Seater People Carrier
Airport Transfers

Local and Long Distance Hire Available
Prompt & Reliable Service

Competitive Rates
Fully Licensed & Insured

Trossachs Cab Company
Your Local Private Cab Company

Tel 01877 382108 or 07791 598925
Main Street Aberfoyle FK83UX
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Forth Inn Events Diary

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Main Street, AberfoyleFK8 3UQ
Tel: 01877 382 372

E-mail: Phil@ForthInn.com

“Tuesday Nights are 
Pool Competition Nights ! “

Start Time 9pm  
“FREE Pies” for all Players

.
23rd April - Quiz Night in the Wallace
Bar starts at 9.00pm ( come and test
your brain cells)
 
28th April - Race Night by Aberfoyle
P.T.A. in conjunction with The Forth Inn
 
7th  May - Games Night Starts 8pm
Includes Speed Pool, Dominos and
cards
 
13th May - Karaoke
Starts 9pm in the Wallace Bar
 
21st May - Quiz Night in the Wallace
Bar @ 9.00pm

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

sponsored by Forth Inn

Marinated Collops of Venison in Juniper and
Garlic with Skirlie Mash. (serves one)

Ingredients:

6oz Collops of Venison Loin
10 Juniper Berries
2 Garlic Cloves - sliced
2 fl oz Olive Oil
Salt & Cracked Black Pepper

Marinade the Venison overnight in the Oil,
Juniper, Garlic and Salt & Pepper. Heat a
frying pan and seal the Venison in the pan
for approx 2 mins on each side. (this will
leave the meat pink). Serve on top of the
Skirlie Mash.

Skirlie Mash

2 Potatoes
1 Small Onion Chopped
1 oz Oats
1 oz Butter
Salt and Cracked Black Pepper

Peel and boil potatoes - Mash
Fry onions and oats in the butter until golden
brown. Add to the Mash.

Would you like to meet
similarly minded people ?

Walking * * * * * Golfing ***** Wine Clubs

The Forth Inn are activly trying to start the
above groups/clubs. If you are interested and
would like more information please e-mail
Phil@forthinn.com or call into The Forth Inn
and speak to Diane.

Forth Inn News
Renovations
Tris and Phil will be entering their 9th
year in June at The Forth Inn and as
has been throughout, renovations
continue.
This winter The Forth Inn is being given a
‘New look’ with extensive painting work
to the whole exterior and new windows in
the bar and lounge area.
Future plans for 2006 are to completely
refurbish the rear of the Inn.  Due to
drainage work being carried out on the
passage way between the co-op and the
car park, we are now able to replace doors,
windows and wood work which
will complete the exterior renovations.
Smoking Ban
Although not everyone agrees with the
Smoking ban, The Forth Inn is now a
completely No Smoking premises.
DO NOT FEAR our Smoking customers
The Forth Inn has it ‘covered’.  An
extention to our beer garden will provide
a sheltered area with patio furniture.
Gone Green
We are pleased to announce that, we are
the proud holders of a ‘Bronze’ award for
Green Tourism, showing our commitment
to the environment.

ARDSTONEARDSTONEARDSTONEARDSTONEARDSTONE
Drystone Walling, Pointing, Plastering

David Monaghan
Kinlochard
Aberfoyle
Stirling FK8 3TW

Tel: 01877 387205
Mob: 07732266231

IG Painting
Interior & Exterior

Iain Glen,Aberfoyle

Tel 07737726338

What do you call a group of:
Antelope:...........................
Ant:..................................
Ape:......................................................
Baboons:............................
Bacteria:............................
Badger:...............................
Bass:....................................................
Bear:.................................
Beaver:..............................
Bee:..............................................
Bird:.................................
Boar:.......................................
Buffalo: ...................................
Buck: ......................................
Caterpillar: .............................
Cat:.........................................
Cattle: ....................................
Chicken:..................................
Chicks: ...................................
Clam: ......................................
Cobra: ....................................
Colt: .......................................
Cow: ......................................
Coyote:...................................
Crane: ....................................
Crocodile: ...............................
Crow: ..................................................

A herd of antelope
A colony or An army of ants
A shrewdness of apes
A troop of baboons
A culture of bacteria
A cete of badgers
A shoal of bass
A sleuth or sloth of bears
A colony of beavers
A swarm, grist or hive of bees
A flock, flight, congregation or volery
of birds
A sounder of boars
A herd of buffalo
A brace or clash of bucks
An army of caterpillars
A clowder or clutter of cats
A herd or drove of cattle
A brood or peep of chickens
A clutch or chattering of chicks
A bed of clams
A quiver of cobras
A rag of colts
A kine of cows (twelve cows are A flink)
A band of coyote
A sedge or siege of cranes
A float of crocodiles
A murder of crows

Answers

Sudoku Puzzle
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Forth Valley Food Links is offering another
opportunity for you to vote for your favourite
local food hero with the announcement that
the 2006 ‘Good Food for All Awards’
nominations are now open.
The awards celebrate the food producers,
retailers, accommodation providers and
caterers that put local food at the forefront
of their businesses.
FVFL Project Officer, Diane Alderdice said,
“We held a successful pilot scheme last
year, and this has encouraged us to run a
bigger and better awards scheme this
year.”
She continued, “One of the lessons we
learned from last year’s awards, was that
businesses who used fresh and seasonal
local food, were keeping it a secret!  Forth
Valley has some of the best fresh and
locally-produced food in Scotland, so we
want them to make more ‘noise’ to let
people know that their food is sourced
locally, is fresh, seasonal and of good
quality.
Businesses will be encouraged to go even
further by telling their customers where the
food has been grown or sourced.  Recent
food scares have made consumers more
aware about where their food comes from

Looking Out for a Food Hero
and more appreciate any additional
information that food businesses can
supply with regard to sourcing.
 For example, catering establishments and
accommodation providers will be
encouraged to promote local food on their
menus.  Producers and growers should
promote the localness of their food when
they sell it to their customers.”
Good Customer Care and service is another
important criterion, and entries from
businesses that go that ‘extra mile’ to
provide a good service and good hygiene
for customers and consumers will be
welcomed.
The awards also support the aims of
VisitScotland’s Green Tourism Business
Scheme, which encourages businesses to
operate greener business practices.
Buying and using local produce is an
important contribution to green tourism,
and sustainable development in general,
and this can help to attract new business
and meet increasing consumer demand.
The award categories for 2006 are:
• Best Local Producer—farm gate

sales, local deliveries, market stalls
• Best Food Retailer
• Best Farm Shop

• Best Community Food Project – to
include schools

• Best Eating Place – Formal
• Best Eating Place— Informal
• Best Place for Take-Away Food
• Best Breakfast
Nominations can come either from the
businesses themselves, or from
customers, and must be for businesses
and projects within Clackmannanshire,
Falkirk or Stirling Council areas.
Once nomination forms have been
received, an entry form will be sent directly
to the nominees to find out more about
them.  The awards are free to enter, and
the closing date for nominations is Friday,
30 June 2006.
All entrants will be invited to an awards
ceremony, to be held this year in
September in Falkirk.  Award winners and
those Highly-Commended will each
receive a prestigious certificate of merit to
display in their establishment, with all the
free, positive publicity that goes with it.
Nomination forms can be downloaded from
the website at www.fvfl.org.uk or from FVFL,
Room 18, Stirling Business Centre,
Wellgreen Place, Stirling, Fk8 2DZ, Tel
01786 446250/255 or from libraries, shops,
etc.

Looking for Mrs. Campbell!
Would a Mrs Campbell from Aberfoyle, who attended the
SWRI Coffee Morning in Callander, please contact Helen
Murray (330441) so that she can claim the raffle prize she
has won.


