
Norman Quirk, managing director of
Glasgow's newest radio station SAGA
105.2fm, has also recently taken on the
historic role of President of Glasgow
Chamber of Commerce.
He joins Dr Lesley Sawers, the first-
ever female chief executive, to make up
a vital new team aimed at leading the
continued development and success of
Glasgow as Scotland's business and
tourism capital.

Formerly Executive Director of
Scottish Ballet, the majority of
Norman's distinguished career has
been spent in radio, beginning with
Radio Clyde where he was Financial
Controller from 1974 to 1985.
In 1994, he became a Director of
Central FM, the independent local
radio station for Stirling and Falkirk,
where he was later appointed
Chairman.
In 1996, Norman was appointed
Managing Director of Scot FM and, a
year after that, became Chairman of
the Independent Radio Group of
Scotland, where he was responsible for
overseeing new licence applications
and representing the group within the
business community in Scotland.
He continued to play a key role in man-
aging the company's Scottish assets
until they were bought by The Wireless
Group in 2000. Norman was also a
founder investor in Kingdom FM.

His latest challenge is heading up the
team at the popular SAGA 105.2fm,
which launched on September 7, 2004,
broadcasting to Glasgow and west cen-
tral Scotland.

Norman said: "Having worked in and
around Glasgow for my entire career
it's a real honour for me to have been
appointed president of the Glasgow
Chamber of Commerce.The next year
is going to be a dynamic time for busi-
ness in Glasgow and I'm looking for-
ward to working with the Chamber
team and all our members to make
sure we can play our part in furthering
the city's economy.

"Retail and tourism are key sectors for
the city, and will be boosted by the
2014 Commonwealth Games bid.This
bid should be a priority for all of us in
2006, not only because of the prestige
of hosting such an event, but because
of the knock-on effects on retail and
tourism, as well as the construction
industry, which will be central to the
bid.

"Investment will be another key theme
of the next 12 months, with more than
£3bn being spent in construction,
ensuring that we grow and consolidate
our core business sectors It's shaping
up to be a tremendously exciting and
busy year, and I'm extremely proud and
privileged to be part of that through
the Glasgow Chamber of Commerce."

Chief executive Dr Lesley Sawers said:
"Norman's appointment brings vital
experience at the sharp end of private
business to the Chamber. His knowl-
edge of the creative and advertising
industries will be key at important time
for these industries.

"Together, our task will be to ensure
that Glasgow businesses have a voice
and play an integral part in Scotland's
economic growth. It's an exciting time
for Glasgow, and we will ensure the
business community plays its part.

"We need to create an environment
that supports and encourages business
at all levels, and the Chamber will con-
tinue to play its part in influencing deci-
sion-making on vital issues relevant to
commerce, such as skills and training,
fair business rates, red tape and the
building of modern transport links.
Norman and I will also further develop
partnership links with councils, local
enterprise companies and other organ-
isations."

Norman succeeds Stephen Baxter,
managing director of BAA Scotland, as
president. He will be supported in his
new appointment by Claire Dunning,
managing director of Dunning Design,
who is deputy president of Glasgow
Chamber of Commerce for 2006.

Stars in her eyes!
Young Hazel Johnston from Fintry is dancing on air having been sucessful at the
auditions for the MacRobert Pantomime later this year. It will be hard work, but
Hazel is always on the go anyway. She sings in the National Youth Choir of
Scotland on Tuesdays, on Wednesdays she will now be at rehersals at the
MacRobert and on Thursdays its dancing.
Her dad Tom says she's been singing and dancing since she was a toddler and her
two brothers find it all very entertaining. Hazel was lead in the Fintry Primary
School play last year.
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Winter seemed to stay
around here well into April
then, almost overnight, Spring
arrived. The daffodils popped
their heads up and the trees
suddenly sprouted leaves.
There were sightings of goats
with kids, tiny lambs and occa-
sionally deer calves.
Our school also saw some new
arrivals after Easter. We would
like to welcome Richard, Jonny,
George and Ellie who joined us
at Inversnaid Primary School
when they moved into their
new home, along with their
parents, at Stronachlachar.
In early May Primary 7 went on
their Residential Visit to York. It
was great fun especially walking
through the Shambles as it was
just like being in the Harry
Potter film.

Also in May Primary 7 have
been doing ICT sessions at
McLaren High School. This has
been a good opportunity for
them to show what they can
already do and to find out
about ICT at High School.They
are really looking forward to
moving up to High School in
August.
At school we have been learn-
ing about Invaders and Settlers
such as the Vikings. We even
had a 'Viking' in our school
who brought lots of Viking
artefacts and clothes for us to
try on.
We are all hoping that the
weather improves and that we
get to enjoy plenty of outside
playtimes.
By Richard, Mathew and Mrs
Carter 

RSPB
INVERSNAID

The spring migrants have all
arrived, the first cuckoo was
heard by Andre on the 19th
April, the same date as last
year he informs me. Also
now on the reserve are wil-
low warbler, whinchat, pied
flycatcher, wood warbler,
tree pipit, common sandpiper, spotted fly-
catcher, swallow and house martin. The
winter geese flocks were later returning
north to Iceland/Greenland with more
records than usual into mid May.
Unfortunately, the cold and wet spring
weather continues and this will reflect on
breeding success.The leaf burst and vege-
tation growth is quite late and this will
mean fewer insects for the birds to feed
their young. Nesting is taking place at
Garrison farm with pied wagtail in the
Garrison walls and an oystercatcher incu-
bating on the wall. So far, no wheatears are
nesting in the walls this year.The swallows
in the workshop had only laid one egg
when I last inspected their nest. A single
blackcock (male black grouse) was lekking
in the open later than usual one morning,
the reason was a greyhen (female black
grouse) concealed in the rushes. She came
out of the rushes into the open (what
appears to be a drab brown bird is really a
superb plumage of different browns and

greys) and he displayed
with all his might, dancing
around her showing her
what a magnificent chap he
was but she was not that
impressed to start with.
The blackcock followed her
back up the hill still display-
ing, and this time she was
"dipping" to allow mating to
take place, however they

went into the rushes and despite hearing
him continue to display, no mating was
observed. Continuing out the sheep fank
track I was surprised to see another black-
cock displaying on top of a large rock, no
greyhen to be seen here but he knew
there was one close by!
An unusual record was a male yellowham-
mer at Garrison farm car park; this is only
the second time in seven years that I have
recorded yellowhammer on the reserve.
Twite are very active around the sheep
fank track, also song thrush, mistle thrush,
skylark and grey wagtail.An unusual pairing
of a hooded crow (male) and a carrion
crow (female) in a nest near the Manse
was interesting, especially when the pair of
ravens came down to the farm to see what
food was about.The hooded crow defend-
ed his territory and launched himself at
the ravens, and then the carrion crow
came off the nest and joined in chasing the
ravens halfway up Stob an Fhainne with
lots of calling from all birds shattering the

morning quiet.There is nothing like a good
barney between neighbours to keep you
interested! The hooded crow also mobbed
a passing buzzard but he appears to take
the mobbing in his stride and just contin-
ued drifting past.
A late mammal count was surprising in
that the continuing cold weather has kept
the goats in the shelter of the woodland,
only seventeen goats and two kids being
observed on this trip. The cold weather
has also meant we have far higher deer
numbers than usual for this time of year.
Two red foxes were also observed on this
count. Having enjoyed my lunch in the lee
of a rock, I had walked on about twenty
metres over a small hill only to walk into a
group of ten grazing red deer hinds and a
fox picking his way through the herd!
Despite the cold, the first butterflies for
the season have been out, the peacock
species with large colourful "eyes" on their
wings to deter predators and the orange
tip white (the orange tips on the wings
indicates the male of the species).
Common lizard and slow worm are show-
ing more but still lethargic with the cold
weather, tadpoles are still swimming in the
pools but the ones I observed have still to
develop their legs.

Duncan Cameron
Conservation Assistant

GENEROUS OFFER FROM
LOCAL FILM MAKER

Jessica Langford kindly allowed Strathendrick film society to
show one of her films 'The Gift' at there last show of this seson.
Everyone enjoyed the unusual film as it was an animation in sand
that lasted 9 minutes, and took Jessica a year to make, and was
sorry that she couldn't be there to introduce it.

She was at the Czech International Animation Festival at
Trebon in Southern Bohemia. there she had a wonderful few
days seeing interesting films, especially from eastern Europe and
meeting animators from Polond,Russia, Hungary, etc...her film
was well received, but she did not expect to win a prize, there
were some excellent films there. Jessica was just glad that her-
film was selected, as there were over 1500 entries and only fifty
selected for competition.

Whilst in Prague she also visited a centre for special
needs children and showed them animation films made by chil-
dren in Raploch and some small village schools in Scotland.The
czech children really enjoyed them, even though they couldn't
understand the dialogue they could follow the story. Some years
ago she made a film with special needs children in Liberec in
north Bohemia.
Jessica would be delighted to lend a copy of her film to other
Scottish Film Societies, it is available on dvd,beta sp or 35mm! 

NEWS FROM

INVERSNAID PRIMARY SCHOOL
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CAN ANY MCCALLUMS HELP OUT?
I received this enquiry through VisitAberfoyle.com and hope that some-
one in Strathard knows of this family and the 'birthright' home referred
to.
If you have any information, please either email or write directly or call
me (382 696) so that I can pass on the details.

Mary Phillips

Hi,
I am planning a visit in 2007 and absolutely plan on visiting
Aberfoyle as my grandfather grew up there and in his 20s moved
to Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. I always heard about
his home town and I know the Catholic Church now owns his birth
home.
My grandfather was John Anderson McCallum (III) b. 1896 d.1966
in Duncan, B.C., Canada.
My great grandparents were John Anderson McCallum (II) b.?
(Clydeside?) and Isabella Barr whose family estate in or near
Aberfoyle is now owned by the Catholic priests.
He had two sisters Margaret McEwan McCallum b.? d. 1960 and
Mary McEwan McCallum b.1900 d.1970. Both never married but
did stay in Scotland living in their birthright home up until the
Catholic Church took it over. I am trying to find a map or anything
that may show where it may have been. I am hoping I will be able
to get a photograph of it. I am hoping the Catholic Church will
allow me maybe to see some of the inside. I am looking for a way
of contacting whoever is in charge of the home.
My great great grandfather was John Anderson McCallum b 1829 d
? who married Margaret McEwan b.1828 d.1901.
Thank you in advance for your kind help in this matter.

Virginia Evans
2812 Highway 3 3

Creston
BC Canada

V0B 1G1

Dear Editor,
Many years ago my aunt, Joan Heath, was a district nurse in Aberfoyle.
I well remember holidays there, staying with her in the "nurses' house"
on the main street.This was the block also occupied by the police sta-
tion.
Joan died way back in 1971, and as a middle-aged man I still visit
Aberfoyle for the occasional day trip. I just wondered if anyone would
remember Joan Heath, or if the memorial bench for her still exists? I
haven't been able to locate the bench, but believe it may originally
have been on the road up to David Marshall Lodge, overlooking the
village.

Thank you,
Andrew Gillie

Dear Editor
RE: GARRISON
I find it incredulous that, given that Scotland's Parliament in Edinburgh
was largely justified on the basis of Scottish cultural heritage, politi-
cians and those who cream off large profits from the cultural should
be so callous as not to take care of its cultural and archaeological
treasures in the hinterlands of the glens. One glaring example, and of
great disappointment is the demise of the Inversnaid Garrison - an
internationally renowned icon (not fully not appreciated by locals).
While most of the garrison had to be cannibalized for the Garrison
Farm there was still much left of it that wasn't.Within the last decade,
I have watched it deteriorate at an appalling rate. So what's the point
of giving the Garrison the status of listed ancient monument while let-
ting it collapse into rubble? To the Stirling Council, those of you who
are responsible for preserving listed buildings and especially those of
you whose fortune was built on the heritage industry I say get off your
lazy butts and start taking ancient monuments seriously by allotting a
slight proportion of the billions of tourist revenue to properly pre-
serve ancient monuments, particularly in the hinterland; and, of
course, fix the country roads so they'll be safer for we tourists to get
to see them. If you can achieve a modicum of preservation, don't go
spouting off with phrases such as, "This WAS the site of, etc. etc. After
all, if we at least see the vestiges of the real thing - we'd be inclined to
return more frequently and, as I have done, dig deeply enough into the
cultural and built heritage to make a modest contribution to the his-
tory of the district - as I have done.

BRUACH

LETTERS
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CLUBS & EVENTS.....
BALFRON BOWLING CLUB
On Sunday of this week, The Club was
delighted to recieve a cheque for £300
form the Co-op Community Dividend.The
club will Be using this money to provide
bowls and bowling shoes for youngsters
who wish to take up this activity.

T.A.G.S.
DAWYCK BOTANIC GARDEN & PEEBLES

The Garden has a stunning collection of trees and shrubs. Benefiting from the cooler conti-
nental environment in the heart of the Scottish Borders, and from over 300 years of tree
planting, Dawyck is truly one of the world's finest arboreta. Gaze at exotic conifers dating
back to 1680, the unique Dawyck beech, and some of the tallest trees in Britain.
The Azalea Walk is spectacular in late spring and early summer, and so too is the Himalayan
Blue Poppy - Meconopsis x sheldonii. Dawyck's lush, bold plantings of Hosta, Astilbe,
Ligularia, Iris and Rogersia complement and extend seasonal interest constantly from June
until September.

Thursday15th June '06    
Coach picks up Callander  8.50am  

Gartmore at 9.20am
Buchlyvie Station Road  9.35am
Drymen 9.50am 
Balfron Cotton St 10.10am 
Register office at 10.15  
Killearn at 10.25am.

Book at Balfron Library 01360 440407: Gena on 850 437 or Joan pm only 440095

GREATYARMOUTH &THE NORFOLK BROADS
Sunday 20 August to Friday 25th August 

6 Days, 5 Nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast at the Regency Dolphin Hotel. Great Yarmouth. the trip,
through Glenton holidays (ABTA) includes FREE INSURANCE and excursions to Norwich &
Wroxham, Cromer & Sheringham, and Lowestoft & Southwold.

Cost £ 255. Book with Joan on 440095 not mornings

ABERFOYLE
PRIMARY SCHOOL

BAGS2SCHOOL COLLECTION
Wednesday, May 31st, 2006

3.15-3.45pm

A collection of old clothes, bags, belts, shoes
and soft toys has been arranged for the 31st
May. Aberfoyle Primary School is paid by
weight for each bag received. Please help us
fund raise by having a spring clean and bring
along as many bags as you can.

Abefoyle Primary School 

SUMMER SALE & BBQ 
Saturday, 3rd June 2006
12 until 2pm at the school

Any donations of books, DVDs, toys, plants, bot-
tles, cake and candy etc. would be greatly
appreciated.We welcome the whole communi-
ty to our annual sale; we hope you can join us
for a great fun day for all the family.

FINTRY SHOW
Fintry Show with horticulture, housewifery,
art, craft and a large children's section will
be held on 

Saturday 26th August
2pm to 3.30pm

Menzies Hall
Entrance £1 with children free

COMMUNITY TRUST
INVITATION TO ALL WHO LIVE OR WORK IN STRATHARD 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Monday 5th June 7.00pm 
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall

COME AND VOTE FOR YOUR DIRECTORS

Guest Speaker, Joanne Macfarlane 
'The Osprey Project' 

Tuesday 13th June 2006

Lecropt Church Hall 
(between Bridge of Allan & the Keir roundabout)

Join us anytime between 
10.30am and 4.30pm

A giant suduko puzzle and crossword 

Wordsearches

Jigsaw puzzles  

Mentally challenging games

Local walk (weather permitting)

Dancing demonstrations and participation

Aromatherapy and other massages

Juicing and smoothie making

Blood pressure testing

Goodie bag to take away

Programme of Activities

10.30am/12.30pm/2.30pm
Juicing and smoothie workshop

11.30am to 12.30pm
Belly dancing demonstration & participation

11.00am/2.00pm
Local walk (weather permitting)

11.00am to 4.00pm
Aromatherapy, hand & head massages

12.00midday to 2.00pm
Lunch available

2.00pm to 4.00pm
Diabetes testing and blood pressure testing

Healthy Living Day
Tuesday 13th June 2006

Name(s)……………………….......

.......................................................
will be attending the day

I will be arriving at approximately 

………………………………………
Transport can be arranged for carers.

Please contact us for details.

Please return to:
Jean Reid,Alzheimer Scotland, 5 New

Street, Bridge of Allan, FK9 4NZ,
01786 831171 

HEALTHY LIVING DAY!
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JAZZ UP THE TROSSACHS
THE MOMENTUM GATHERERS

We have a tremendous mid summer pre-festival event on offer and it really is an absolute must. The festival organisers have taken full advan-
tage of a unique opportunity to stage a superb festival fund booster event during the month of June 2006.This fantastic musical evening will
be a "Taster" for what's to come at the main festival event later in the year.

Callander Jazz&Blues Festival Ltd in association with Dunblane Hydro Hotel presents JAZZ ON A SUMMERS NIGHT. This superb show will
take place on Friday 23rd June, 2006 at 7.30pm in the fine setting of The Dunblane Hydro Hotel. Headlining the evening's entertainment will
be the internationally acclaimed vocal star, the ultimate Sinatra performer live - ROBERT SCOTT sings SINATRA with the Trossachs Big Band
supported by the first lady of Sax with her all star international line up,The Laura MacDonald Quartet fresh from a recent spell at the famous
Ronnie Scott's Club in London the dymnamic Jazz style of The Michael Deans Quintet, The Hydro's own regular Friday night Jazz Combo
Moodswing.
A top international star plus four bands this will be a great night of popular and swing jazz performed in a grand setting.
Not to be missed.

Tickets £12-50 per person available now from www.ticketweb.co.uk 
Dunblane Hydro Hotel, Rob Roy Visitor Centre Callander

Dunblane Hydro are offering a pre show buffet in the McLeod Suite. Pease contact the Hotel direct on 01786- 822551 to book this serv-
ice. Accomodation if you would like to take advantage of any overnight deals on offer please e-mail: info@dunblanehydrohotel.com  

The Callander 2006 Jazz & Blues Festival team would like to extend our thanks and appreciation to the management at Dunblane Hydro Hotel and
in particular to our star performer Robert Scott who by the nature of his enthusiastic involvement has made this special event possible.

Back on the festival home stage the pace has gone to canter as the visiting bands and local venues are matched up to offer the best
possible entertainment. The Festival programme is shaping up and the following list ofbands are just some of the performers taking part this
year:

Visit our website for up to date details on Jazz up the Trossachs
www.callanderjazz.com

Festival Office  Tel: 01877-339399
Graham Oliphant

JAZZ
The Bobby Wishart Quartet
Mario Caribe Latin Jazz Quartet
The George Pennman Jazzmen 
Kit Karey's Jazz Band

SWING 2006 
The Laura MacDonald Quartet
The Michael Deans Quintet
Red Hot Swing
The June Love Trio
The David Series Trio.

BLUES
Lights out by Nine
Reverend Doc & The Congregation
Stevey Hay and The Ray Vons
The Radiotones 
The Blues Buddhas
Mainstreet Blues

SALE
IN AID OF THE BROOKE CHARITY

Memorial Hall,Aberfoyle
Saturday 8th July, 10am-12noon
Entrance £1 includes refreshments

This is one of the "Courses for Horses" events
being held all over the country.
The Brooke relieves the suffering of horses,
donkeys and mules working for poor people in
the developing world. Our dedicated local vets
and their teams provide free care, education
and training in the heart of the communities
we serve in Egypt, India, Jordan and Pakistan.
Our aim is to reach millions of working horses
and donkeys suffering pain and distress wher-
ever the need is greatest with our proven, sus-
tainable solutions.We will achieve this by forg-
ing partnerships and sharing these solutions
with local organisations, helping poor commu-
nities around the world that are dependent
upon working equine animals.
For more information on go to:

www.thebrooke.org 
or contact Frances Rennie

Team Photo/Trophies at CCW Callander:
Bill Geddes, owner of CCW and Vice-
President of McLaren RFC, has kindly dis-
played a recent photo of the victorious
McLaren Minis squad along with trophies
etc. in one of the windows at CCW. I'm sure
players, parents and grandparents will wish
to have a look.

McLaren Kit: Please note that additional
stock of McLaren tops have been delivered
to CCW. Why not avoid the rush and buy
one now? 

Can you help? Please note that fundraising
helps lower the cost of McLaren kit. If you
would like to assist in fundraising next sea-
son, or in any other capacity including coach-
ing, please contact me on 01877 330826. A
new Foundation Rugby Coaching course
takes place in October over two evenings.

Club Event: Please note that the Club is run-
ning a Car Treasure Hunt and BBQ on Sat
24th June. Details from Kenzie Cartney on
01786 850294 or neil@tradstocks.co.uk

President's Cup: Many congratulations to Bill
Stanfield, one of our P6/7 coaches, who was
awarded the President's Cup for season
2005/6 for his many services to Club.

Once again, thank you to all the coaches and
helpers for their great efforts in season
2005/6.The new season will start at the end
of August. The specific Saturday will be
advised a.s.a.p. after reviewing fixture dates.

Regards,
Jim Chesham

MCLAREN RFC JUNIOR SECTION NEWSLETTER MAY 2006
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We are looking forward to an active
summer period and will appreciate
whatever weather comes; there is lit-
tle purpose in grumbling if it is wet -
we are waterproof after all.

Sunday services begin at 10 am
at the Port of Menteith and
11.15 am at Aberfoyle.
We hope to open Aberfoyle and Port of
Menteith churches to visitors during July and
August for two hours a day Monday to
Friday. We are looking for volunteers to help
out during this time. If you are interested in
helping, please contact me or any of the eld-
ers.

On Sunday 4th June there will be no service
at the Port of Menteith church, but there will
be a joint service at Aberfoyle at 11.15 am

when we will share the Sacrament of
Holy Communion.
Six Churches Together: Our thanks

to David and his staff at David
Marshall Lodge, Liz MacGregor and
her staff for preparing breakfast for
over one hundred and fifty folks on
Easter day.

The joint activities continue with our Sunday
Club Family Fun Day and picnic for all ages
on 11th June from 3 pm to 6pm finishing off
with family praise. (Bring your own food.)

On the 23rd July "Six Together" are having a
barbecue and praise evening at Aberfoyle
church, more details later.
Hoping to see you in Kirk.

With every blessing
Rev D Gibb 

BLOODY COUNCIL!
Dougie MacPherson

Our bloody roads, a bloody mess,
Our bloody drivers in distress,
Our Roads Dept you've got to bless -
Bloody Council!

Trossachs driving, no bloody fun,
No good doing a bloody ton,
Bloody roads, uneven grun'
Bloody Council!

No repairs, no bloody cash,
Bloody holes, cars bloody crash -
But bloody money for a New Year bash?
Bloody Council!

The bloody roads, the wear and tear,
Bloody promises of repair-
But we've all been bloody there.
Bloody Council!

You can bloody rage and bloody rant
At the Council's bloody cant.
Decent roads are all we want,
Bloody Council!

We don't want potholes that bloody jar
When driving in our bloody car.
Thanks a bunch and bloody tar!
Bloody Council!

GLASGOW CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Glasgow Chamber is the oldest in the world, the largest in Scotland, and is totally inde-
pendent and self-financing. It has 1600 business members in all sectors of the economy, and
of all sizes. It is part of the most powerful UK business network, covering 135,000 businesses
throughout the UK, who employ over five million people. Its core activities are policy, lob-
bying, business training and networking facilitation, representing the interests and supporting
the competitiveness and growth of all businesses in the Glasgow and West of Scotland area

Love is in the air at David Marshall
Lodge,Aberfoyle but feathers have been ruf-
fled in the osprey nest, after two males came
to blows over the female osprey.
Last year's female - who successfully bred
two chicks - arrived back to the Trossachs on
April 12th and was soon joined by a male.
The pair began mating on the 16th April.Two
days later, feathers were flying as a second
male arrived on the scene and began to fight
for her. The second male won the battle and
began mating with her on the 20th April.
Jo McFarlane, Osprey Information Officer,
said:
"It would seem Aberfoyle is the most desir-
able place to live in Scotland!  We've been
looking forward to the ospreys returning for
weeks and everyone was delighted when the
female arrived.After last year, we were hop-
ing for a more settled season but things have
become even more complicated this year.
Our first egg was laid on April 27th and with
both males mating with her, we were unsure
who the father actually was. However after
some research regarding osprey egg devel-
opment, we are now sure the current male is
the rightful father to these eggs.This is good
news for the osprey male who is responsible
for bringing fish into the nest to sustain the
chick's rapid growth as it would be a lot of
work for someone else's chicks!"
The eggs should hatch in the first week of
June.
Opening hours are 10am to 5pm.Admission

to David Marshall Lodge is free and
refreshments and family walks are also
on site. If you can't wait for an up-date,
log onto www.forestry.gov.uk/aber-
foyleospreys
The osprey information centre and
viewing facilities were established by
RSPB Scotland and Forestry
Commission Scotland, with assistance
from the European Union's and
Lomond & Rural Stirling Leader+ pro-
gramme (2000-2006) to mark
Ospreys' 50th. This a three-year pro-
gramme of events across Scotland to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
return of ospreys to breed in Scotland
in 1954 after an absence of 38 years.
Other partners in Ospreys' 50th are
the Scottish Wildlife Trust, Kailzie
Gardens, Dumfries & Galloway
Council, the Highland Wildlife
Foundation and the Scottish Raptor
Study Groups.
Viewing facilities have also been estab-
lished to enable the public to watch
ospreys live on their nests at the fol-
lowing places: Glentress Forest, near
Peebles, by Forestry Commission
Scotland; Loch Garten, Strathspey, by
RSPB Scotland; Loch of the Lowes,
near Dunkeld, by the Scottish Wildlife
Trust; Kailzie Gardens, near Peebles;
and Wigtown Bay, by Dumfries &
Galloway Council.

FEATHERS FLY IN LOVE NEST

ABERFOYLE AND PORT OF MENTEITH KIRK NEWS
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PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN AT YOUR LOCAL P.O, OR SEND TO STRATHARD NEWS

MY SUGGESTION FOR SPENDING £1000 WITHIN STRATHARD
IS.......

I AGREE/DISAGREE  WITH IDEAS PROPOSED

Name(optional)…………………………               

Contact Number(optional)…………………..

Agree Disagree

MY SUGGESTION FOR A PROJECT USING £4000 IS.......

I AGREE/DISAGREE WITH PROJECTS PROPOSED

Preferred project …………………..

Name(optional)……………………….

Contact Number(optional)…………………..

Agree Disagree
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There's never any such thing
as a quiet meeting in Kinlochard,
but I really thought this one was
going to be - right up until the
last few minutes. The ensuing
chaos however was purely down
to the weather - thunder, light-
ning and power cuts! Fortunately
it was a short meeting and
Maureen did a superb job writing
minutes in the dark.

Business wise most of the discus-
sion revolved around how to
spend two separate sums of
money; £1000 which has been
given to each community council,
and £4000, the spending of which
has to be decided between the
community groups within
Strathard. Our first thought for

the £1000 was to try and
replace/refurbish noticeboards
for each community if possible.
Can any of you think of some-
thing else you would like to see
done, bearing in mind it's a very
small amount, and it needs to
benefit all three communities?
For the larger sum we had two
thoughts; a) to put it towards a
new amenity site - much-wanted
but needs a lot of work on the
planning and an application might
not be ready by August, which is
our deadline for a decision; or
should we add it to the fund-rais-
ing for the playpark improve-
ments in Aberfoyle, which were
promised to the kids a long time
ago? What are your thoughts?
Please take the time to fill in the
form below and drop it in at one
of the Post Offices, or send it to
the Strathard News.
Recently all of the houses on
Lochard Road approaching
Aberfoyle School were sent a let-

ter from Stirling Council propos-
ing to empty our bins between
7.00 & 7.30am, to allow the
householders time to take the
bins back in before the children
walk along to school. The idea is
to prevent the congestion on the
narrow pavements caused by the
bins after they are emptied, since
the new machinery makes it hard
to replace them neatly. I have
pointed out to the department
concerned that in the two weeks
since we had the letters, an early
collection hasn't happened, but
perhaps by the time you read this
it will have started.We did agree
that it might not work, since
many people leave the house ear-
lier than that, whilst others might
not even be up at that time!
Nearly every householder cur-
rently makes an effort to leave
the pavement free when putting
the bins out; it's not always so
easy to get them back in on time.
The Council will come back to us
in early summer to get com-
ments and see how it is working.
Please pass on any ideas as to

how we or the Council could
help and I will be happy to pass
them on.
No further news yet on the
development at Forest Hills, but I
have now managed to arrange a
time to talk with a representative
from McDonald Hotels, so will
update you next month. I also
hope to have more news then
about the re-build of the hut at
Aberfoyle School since another
meeting is planned for 30th May.

And finally….We have been lucky
enough to find a volunteer to be
co-opted on to the Community
Council to fill the vacancy in
Aberfoyle, caused by the loss of
Pamela; John Fraser has now
joined us and we welcome him to
our band of helpers. The other
John - Clow that is - has agreed
to become our secretary and I
look forward to giving him even
more work to do!    Kinlochard!
We are still one person short
from your ward. Please con/per-
suade/cajole someone into enlist-
ing.Your community needs you!

COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT



A cluster of eggs in the osprey nest at
David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle, brings a
happy ending to the drama surrounding the
mating pair.
In April, the osprey female from last year -
who successfully bred two chicks - arrived
back and was joined by a male. The pair
began mating. Two days later, feathers were
flying as a second male arrived on the scene.
He began to fight for the female and suc-
cessfully ousted the first male. There was
much anticipation and drama surrounding
the eggs as no-one could be sure who the
father was.
Three eggs later and some careful maths
revealed that the right father was sitting on
the eggs. But was it the male from last year?
With a CCTV link up established, it was time
to find out.
Experts carefully examined footage from
2005 and compared it with this year. Key
markings on the eye stripe and general head
markings are said to be like human finger-
prints and proved a match. This meant it was
indeed the male from last year.
Jo McFarlane, Osprey Information Officer for
RSPB and Forestry Commission Scotland,
said:

"The camera has given us a wonderful
opportunity to monitor our ospreys close
up, with the hope of capturing our first chick
live on camera. We expect hatching to begin
in the first week of June. We invite everyone
to come along and see the wonderful sights
via our camera link up - we can even give you
tips on where to see the ospreys fishing if
you want to see them for yourself."
Opening hours are 10am to 5pm.Admission

to David Marshall Lodge is free and refresh-
ments and family walks are also on site. If you
can't wait for an up-date, log onto
www.forestry.gov.uk/aberfoyleospreys.
Buzzards are also soon to be featured live on
camera.
Other things to do at David Marshall Lodge
include visiting the red squirrel hide, which
has been set up to watch the red squirrels at
feeders. A 20 minute walk past a waterfall
takes you to the hide, which is open at all
times. Admission is free and directions can
be found in the visitor centre.
The osprey information centre and viewing
facilities was established by RSPB Scotland
and Forestry Commission Scotland, with
assistance from the European Union's and
Lomond & Rural Stirling Leader+ pro-
gramme (2000-2006)  to mark Ospreys'
50th.This a three-year programme of events
across Scotland to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the return of ospreys to
breed in Scotland in 1954 after an absence of
38 years. Other partners in Ospreys' 50th
are the Scottish Wildlife Trust, Kailzie
Gardens, Dumfries & Galloway Council, the
Highland Wildlife Foundation and the
Scottish Raptor Study Groups.
Viewing facilities have also been established
to enable the public to watch ospreys live on
their nests at the following places: Glentress
Forest, near Peebles, by Forestry
Commission Scotland; Loch Garten,
Strathspey, by RSPB Scotland; Loch of the
Lowes, near Dunkeld, by the Scottish Wildlife
Trust; Kailzie Gardens, near Peebles; and
Wigtown Bay, by Dumfries & Galloway
Council.

LOCH LOMOND
PATROL PROVES A

SUCCESS
Two incidents on Loch Lomond have
been reported to the Police as a result of
the ongoing joint initiative between National
Park Rangers and Strathclyde and Central
Police. Police officers have been based on
National Park patrol boats to help enforce
byelaws and monitor any anti-social behav-
iour.The joined up approach aims to create
an enjoyable experience for all users on the
Loch and at the same time protect the nat-
ural heritage and special qualities of the area.
The incidents concerned included reckless
navigation and failure to be registered with
the Park Authority.
Inspector Alasdair Gillies from Strathclyde
Police said, "We're very pleased to be work-
ing with the National Park Authority on
Loch Lomond. By enforcing the byelaws and
encouraging responsible behaviour, the loch
will be a safe place for everyone to enjoy.We
will continue to have Police officers on the
patrol boats throughout the season on tar-
geted dates."
National Park Senior Ranger for Loch
Lomond, Graeme Archibald said, "Loch
Lomond is an amazing place to enjoy a vari-
ety of boating activities. Everyone has a
responsibility when they are on the loch to
look after the area."
The initiative started on Easter Monday and
will continue throughout the season on var-
ious dates through to September.
In order to help inform future management
decisions and to protect the area, it is
important  that anyone who witnesses boat-
ing accidents or near misses passes the
information to National Park staff at the
Duncan Mills Memorial Slipway on 01389
722030.

HAPPY ENDING FOR 
ABERFOYLE OSPREY DRAMA
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WALKING THE WALK
MOONWALK MARATHON

At Midnight of the 24th June, Kinlochard resident Gillian Lester
will be "Walking the Walk". She is planning on walking the
Moonwalk, a walking Marathon in Edinburgh, raising funds in aid of
Breast Cancer charities. The walk is sponsored by Playtex and all
the women are encouraged to wear decorated Wonderbras, to
help raise awareness of breast cancer and associated health issues.
"I decided to do this walk as I have a friend who has had breast
cancer and thankfully, made a good recovery. It seems a really
small thing to do compared to what some women and their fam-
ilies go through.
The training has been great so far, but now we're getting into long
distances, it's tricky finding the time to cover the miles," Gillian
said. "I've been getting up early most days to get some training in
before work, as well as doing a long walk at weekends.The biggest
challenge will be staying awake all night and decorating our bras!"  
The walk covers 26.2 miles. Gillian and her friend and walking
partner Georgia Barr hope to take just under 7 hours to do it.
They are collecting sponsorship to raise the minimum amount
required of £200. If you are interested in how Gillian is doing in
her training, or you would like to contribute to her fundraising
efforts, please contact her on 01877 387201.

WILDLIFE HAVEN TAKES SHAPE 
ON ROB ROY'S DOORSTEP 

Ambitious forestry plan for Loch Lomond nature reserve 
Work has started this week on an ambitious habitat creation proj-
ect at the Garrison Farm - a new extension to RSPB Scotland's
reserve at Inversnaid on Loch Lomond.
16,600 trees will be planted during April to provide dense shelter and
sources of wild seed, with the ultimate goal of establishing 275
hectares of native woodland by 2050 on this former sheep farm, just
a short walk from Rob Roy's cave.
The project, funded by Forestry Commission Scotland and BP
through the Scottish Forest Alliance (SFA), aims to provide suitable
conditions for increasing the population of black grouse, as well as
improving the chance of the reserve being
colonised by capercaillie - a species which
has suffered from the loss of native
Caledonian pine forest across Scotland.
A recent national survey showed sharp
declines of nearly a third in the number of
displaying or 'lekking' male black grouse in
Scotland, although similar intensive habitat
management schemes to that being under-
taken at Inversnaid have increased numbers
of the birds in Wales by over 30%.
In addition to black grouse other woodland
birds both resident and migratory, will bene-
fit from the new woodland. Key species will
include pied flycatcher, wood warbler and
redstart, as well as resident owls, tits and
woodpeckers.
Wider biodiversity will also benefit, with the woodland providing
shelter for many butterflies, moths and bats whilst as the trees devel-
op the lichens and ferns for which the existing woodland is
renowned will find new niches to colonise.
RSPB Scotland's Central Reserves Site Manager, Nick Chambers said,
"This is a very exciting time for us.The project is part of the larger
SFA project in the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park, which
is going to re-establish woodland across from the shores of Loch

Lomond through Loch Katrine and on to
Glen Finglas. It is great to see the initial
stages of re-establishing the woodland that
would once have been very extensive in this
area, and provided the people with a living
from charcoal and tannin production, as well
as the manufacture of iron".
This is the first phase of work, which will see
improvements to the paths, seats and devel-
opment of interpretation for visitors to the
Garrison reserve later this summer. A fur-
ther 2 plots will be planted next winter, as
will an area which is to be scarified to allow
the tree seeds surviving in the soil a chance
to germinate".

Native hardwoods such as oak, willow and birch are to be planted as
well as a small amount of Scots pine.As the woodland develops, these
trees will spread their seed into a wider area, which will hopefully
become part of the growing wood.
Scottish Forest Alliance is a unique collaboration between BP,
Forestry Commission Scotland,Woodland Trust Scotland and RSPB
Scotland aimed at regenerating and expanding Scotland's native
woodlands at a landscape scale.
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PATHS AND TRAILS
Historic Route
Now that the Feasibility Study has been
completed, we are a significant step closer to
developing a traffic-free route from
Aberfoyle to Inversnaid and Stronachlachar.
This will involve the restoration of sections
of ancient road and linking them with exist-
ing forest roads.
The route will provide an alternative to the
B829 and C68 for walkers and cyclists and
will connect with established recreational
routes such as National Cycle Route 7, the
Loch Katrine shore road and the West
Highland Way. It will also complement new
initiatives, providing the missing link in a fine

circular walk from Stronachlachar for people
taking advantage of the improved facilities
there and the more flexible steamer
timetable on Loch Katrine. It will connect
the piers at Stronachlachar and Inversnaid,
giving access to the West Loch Lomond
Cycle Path (Balloch - Tarbet), due to open on
20th June, by means of the proposed new
ferry service, the 'Rambler Cruise', between
Tarbet, Rowardennan and Inversnaid.
After discussions with the Forestry
Commission we have decided to combine
our project with their management plans for
the Loch Katrine catchment to make a joint
funding bid. This would seem a more logical
approach than having two major bids for the
same area within a short space of time.

Paths Group 
Walks leaflet   The Paths Group
has been preparing a walks leaflet
for Aberfoyle, to be funded and
produced by the National Park. It
will contain seven routes, ranging
from easy strolls to more strenu-
ous hill walks. Group members
have written the descriptions and
supplied the photographs. There
are still some negotiations taking
place concerning one section of
path, but once these can be
resolved we hope to go ahead.
Milton footway  Stirling Council
have agreed to upgrade the 700
metres of path along the south

side of the B829 east of Milton, following
much pressure from the Paths Group. This
path also featured in SN Issue 23 (July 2005).
The work is scheduled for the week of 29th
May, so ought to be completed by the time
this issue of SN circulated. It will involve
restoring the path to its original width, re-
surfacing it and improving drainage in those
places where it is almost permanently water-
logged. The work is to be 50% funded by
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH). It is an
indication of the shortage of funding for
paths that without the SNH money this one
job would have taken almost 90% of the
budget for this kind of work in Stirling
Council's north-western area, which stretch-
es from the Forth to Tyndrum.
Working parties  In preparation for the work
on the Milton path, the Paths Group organ-
ised a working party to clear vegetation from
the section directly beside the river which
will be inaccessible to the JCB. This involved
members of the Group together with
National Park staff and two National Park
volunteers - we are most grateful to these
volunteers who came from Balloch and
Helensburgh.
In March the Group had organised another
working party to clear overhanging branches
and a fallen tree from forest paths above the
golf course. These paths will form part of
one of the walks for the leaflet.

John Digney 

The Loch Lomond & The Trossachs Community
Futures Programme was awarded a
Commendation in the 2005 Scottish Awards for
Quality in Planning, presented by the Scottish
Executive in association with the Royal Town
Planning Institute in Scotland yesterday (27 April
2006).
The Commendation was in the Community
Involvement category and was given to the part-
ners in the Programme: the National Park
Authority, the Small Town and Rural Development
Group and the Association of Community
Councils for the National Park.
The Community Futures Programme was set up
in 2001 in the lead up to the National Park's des-
ignation in 2202. It assisted 24 communities -
every community in and around the park - to pro-
duce their own local community plans. These
identify the themes and issues that matter most
to the community, the vision for the future and
the priorities for action.The community plans and
profiles are linked to the State of the Park Report
2005, the community planning process and the
National Park Plan 2005, which was published for
consultation last summer.
Common themes were identified through this
action planning work, which led to the establish-
ment of four Area Networks, where neighbouring

communities meet to exchange experience and
work together on issues and projects.
Judges considered that the programme was a
good example of effective community engage-
ment. They were impressed with the significantly
high number of participants. They liked the Area
Networks that were established after the action
planning process identified common themes in
neighbouring communities.The judges also recog-
nised that they are an important way for commu-
nities to engage with the development of the
National Park Plan and the Local Plan.
Since the completion of the programme, work has
continued through the Loch Lomond & The
Trossachs Community Partnership. Many of the
communities have developed community develop-
ment trusts to implement the actions from their
plans and the Park Authority has a team of
Community Liaison Officers and Sustainable
Development Officers to support them.
Iain MacInnes, Convener of the Loch Lomond &
the Trossachs Community Partnership and Chair
of Lochgoil Community Council, accepted the
award from Malcolm Chisholm MSP, Minister for
Communities, on behalf of the project partners.
He said, "I am very honoured to accept this
award. The Community Futures programme
brought together the communities, the National

Park Authority and other agencies in the park.The
expertise from Small Town and Rural
Development Group helped us through it all. This
was truly a team effort, and has established good
relationships for us all to work together in the
future."
Gordon Watson, Director of Planning at the
National Park Authority, was also at the awards
event, "The Community Futures Programme was
extremely valuable in helping us to develop the
National Park Plan. It enabled us to engage effec-
tively with the people who live and work in the
Park, gain a good understanding of the issues
which are important to communities and develop
policies and actions to address these. The whole
project has laid strong foundations for communi-
ty participation in future planning processes, par-
ticularly the development of a local plan for the
National Park."  
Colin Roxburgh, Small Town & Rural
Development Group said, "It's fantastic to have
enabled our Community Futures work to be
implemented across the entire National Park
area. Our previous work in Stirling Council and
other areas of Scotland 

PLANNING COMMENDATION FOR NATIONAL PARK COMMUNITY FUTURES PROGRAMME

STRATHARD COMMUNITY TRUST

"Path Group members clearing a fallen tree from a footpath above Braeval".
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SUMMARY OF STRATHARD COMMUNITY TRUST MEETING ON

8TH MAY 2006
Main Topics of discussion
Play Park :- Funding is going to plan with approx £56,000 out of the required £70,000 in the
bag.The committee are endeavouring to get details of the specification of the work to be
carried out from Stirling Council. John Clow was nominated to work with the project man-
ager from Stirling Council.
Recycling Centre :- John Clow will work with Gillian Barrie from the National Park to pre-
pare funding for a feasibility study for a new proposed Recycling Centre on Forestry land on
the Duchray Road.
AGM :- The first AGM of the Trust will be held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 5th June at
7.00pm.The committee would like to show you what the Trust has been working on. Bring
the children and let them ask how the funding for the skate park is going and are they to get
a Skateboard Park. Is there to be a new amenity site? Come along and find out what is going
on in Strathard and enjoy tea, coffee, juice and nibbles.
Remember if you wish to have a vote on any issue you must join the Trust by filling in an
application form available at the Post Office or in this copy of the Strathard News.The sub-
scription costs a nominal £1 per year.

STRATHARD COMMUNITY TRUST - MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Scottish Charity Number  SC 036450

Full Membership is open to all, over 18 years of age, who live or work in Strathard.
The Cost is £1 per annum.
Junior (under 18) or Associate (supporters from outwith Strathard are welcome to join as members at no cost but they will have no voting rights)

Name: Mr/Mrs/Ms

Address (Home, or Business if you work, but do not live in Strathard)  

Telephone

Email

I wish to apply for membership of Strathard Community Trust Ltd

I enclose the membership fee of £1 per person for one year

Signed Date

Please send the completed form together with payment, cash or cheque made out to Strathard Community Trust Ltd,
to Lesley Quirk,Treasurer, Glencleland House,Aberfoyle FK8 3TJ or drop it off at Aberfoyle or Kinlochard Post Office

STRATHARD COMMUNITY TRUST - 'LOCAL PROJECTS, LOCAL PEOPLE'

- - - - YOU can become a
member NOW -  -  -  -

Who can join? -  Why join? -
How to join.

Who? All who live or work in the
Strathard Community Council area can
become a member of the Trust.
Membership is £1 a year. You will be very
welcome to attend Trust meetings and bring
your ideas.

Why? Members can do as much or as lit-
tle as they want to support the Trust but the
more members there are, the more the
Trust can do for the community. Simply by
paying your £1 you will demonstrate your
support and will also help with the running
costs. You are welcome to contribute in
other ways - by helping one of the existing
action groups or by coming up with an idea
for another project to help the community.

How? You can send in the form printed
here or pick up a form in the Post Offices at
Aberfoyle and Kinlochard, Aberfoyle
Garage, Inversnaid School  or the
Bunkhouse at Inversnaid.

INVITATION  TO ALL WHO LIVE OR WORK IN STRATHARD 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Monday 5th June 7.00pm Aberfoyle Memorial Hall

COME AND VOTE FOR YOUR DIRECTORS
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Loch Lomond & Trossachs NATIONAL PARK

Over the summer months I will be banging
the drum to draw your attention to the fact
that the National Park Authority is drawing
up a new Local Plan for the whole of the
Park Area.At the moment the Park Authority
is operating with the Local Plan from each of
the Council areas of the Park. For Strathard
the relevant one is Stirling's. Under the new
Planning Act which is due to come into play
in 2007 the Planning Authority will be
required to review its Local Plan every five
years. Under that basis we are overdue a
review.
What is the Local Plan and how does it affect
us? The Local Plan details the policies which
encourage or restrict development. It identi-
fies specifically where building can take place
and what types of activity can take place
therefrom. It even controls advertisement
displays. Scary stuff but the good news is that
we all get a chance to influence what goes
into it.
How? The first task is to harness the views of
the community.We are fortunate in this area
in that we do have a pretty active communi-
ty council, a new Community Trust and the
Trossachs and Loch Katrine Advisory Group
all of whom are in contact with the views
being expressed locally. Additionally there
are area meetings with neighbouring com-
munities. However I would ask that you all
give thought to what you would like to see
including whether it be more areas zoned for
local housing; commercial development;
restrictions or relaxations. It really is up to
you to put your thoughts forward to me or
the community council and I will ensure that
they receive due consideration in the Local

Plan. Obviously the more people behind a
particular idea the more likely it is to be
included in the Local Plan.
The Local Plan is scheduled to go out to
consultation early next year and there will
be local meetings to gather views.
Another influence on the Local Plan is the
Community Action Plan. As it so happens
thought is being given to reviewing the Parks
Community Action Plans some of which have
been running for four or five years. It is pos-
sible that a pilot review will be tried out to
judge the benefit of running it out over the
whole Park Area. As the Action Plans nor-
mally distil local opinion I think it would be
beneficial to get a review up and running in
Strathard sooner rather than later. I will keep
you informed.
I haven't yet had an opportunity to try out
the new solar boat but it is my intention to
get along to give it a try. Reports so far have
been very favourable and it seems to be
achieving everything claimed for it. You will
no doubt have noticed the press reports
seeking groups to test it out. It is hoped that
it will get its official launch by our depart-
mental minister Rhona Brankin in July.
The latest edition of Out and About with

timetables of Public Transport in the
National Park is now available from the
Discovery Centre.

OWEN MCKEE

Taigh Na Bhuth,
Lochearnhead,

FK19 8PR
01567 830214

owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk

EVENTS PROGRAMME 2006
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Authority has pub-
lished the new Out & About guide for 2006.The events programme
caters for everyone, from guided walks and talks to traditional craft
workshops and nature activities for children.

The programme covers all events right through until March 2007
and includes a wide range of activities including guided bike rides,
canoeing trips, otter talks, history tours and moth nights.
Speaking about the events programme, Bob Elliot, Senior
Operations Manager said, "Building on the successes of last year,
National Park staff have prepared a very exiting programme of
walks, talks and events.We hope that visitors and locals alike take
advantage of the programme and come out to enjoy, and learn
more about, our wonderful National Park."

The booklets will be available from all National Park Centres,
Tourist Information Centres and local libraries. The full list of
events can be seen or downloaded as PDF. from our website
www.lochlomond-trossachs.org 

NEW MEMBER
New Member for National Park Access
Forum Loch Lomond and the Trossachs
Local Access Forum has a new member.
Colin Scott lives near Killin and is a keen
walker and sailor. He has experience of out-
door access provision for wheelchair users
as well as having professional experience as
an estate factor and managing land for pub-
lic recreation.
The Local Access Forum was set up to
advise the park authority on the duties and
responsibilities under the Land Reform Act
and issues such as core path planning, issues
relating to the exercising of access rights
and promotion of responsible behaviour.
Speaking about Colin's appointment,
Bridget Jones National Park Senior Access
Officer said, "Colin's knowledge will add to
the already wide range of experience on
the Forum including lowland farming, com-
mercial forestry, local path group members
and outdoor activity providers. I am sure he
will soon get to grips with the wide range
of issues discussed and in particular core
path planning which is currently the
Forum's main focus."

OWEN MCKEE
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Elections to Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park Authority,
to elect one member for each of the five wards, will be held on 29th
June 2006.
Returning Officer Keith Yates, Chief Executive of Stirling Council,
who is conducting the elections on behalf of the authority, has
already written to registered electors to advise of the elections.To
clarify entitlement to vote or apply for ballot papers to be sent to a
different address, voters should contact the Electoral Registration
Officer, Hillside House, Laurelhill, Stirling, FK7 9JQ tel 01786 892200
no later than 5pm on Wednesday 24 May 2006.
Keith Yates stressed the importance of being involved. He said, "The
last election in 2002 was the first time local people were elected to
the National Park. This is an opportunity for those people who wish
to influence the future direction of the Park to stand for election and
present their manifesto for the years ahead."
To stand as a candidate for election, nomination papers can be
requested from the office dealing with the ward in which you wish
to stand.To qualify, candidates must be 21 years of age or more, but
need not be resident in the ward in which they wish to stand, nor
the Park area generally. Candidates must be proposed and seconded
by two people on the electoral register and supported by eight oth-
ers, all living in the ward. Completed nominations must be returned
to the relevant office no later than 4pm on Wednesday 24th May
2006.
In the event of a poll (where more than one candidate stands), ballot
papers will be issued to all eligible electors on Thursday 8th June

2006, and must be returned by 4pm on Thursday 29th June 2006, if
they are to be included in the counting of votes.
Votes will be counted at the National Park Gateway Centre, Loch
Lomond Shores, Balloch in the evening of 29th June.
Convener of the National Park Authority, Gillie Thomson, is keen to
encourage nominations, "This is a unique opportunity for people to
get involved with decision-making in this very special part of
Scotland. National Park Authorities are the only public bodies that
have a proportion of their board directly elected so it's vital to have
good participation."

Further information:
Stirling Council, Election Office, Room 53, Old Viewforth, Stirling tel:
01786 443301/443284

Nomination forms:
(These details will also be listed on the National Park website www.lochlomond-
trossachs.org)
Ward 2 Stirling Council, Election Office, Room 53, Old Viewforth, Stirling FK8 2ET
(Open Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm)  Tel 01786 443301/ 01786 443284
Aberfoyle Local Office,Trossachs Discovery Centre, Main Street,Aberfoyle, FK8 3UQ
(Open Mondays,Wednesdays and Fridays 9am - 12 noon) Tel 01877 382986
Callander Local Office, South Church Street, Callander, FK17 8BN (Open Monday to
Friday 9am - 1pm and 2pm - 5pm) Tel 01877 330166
Killin Library, the Primary School, Killin, FK21 8UW (Open Mondays 10am-1pm and
2pm-5pm, Tuesdays & Fridays 10am-1pm and 3pm-7pm, Wednesdays 2pm-5pm) Tel
01567 820571

NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY CALLING FOR CANDIDATES

Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National
Park Authority is looking for groups to help
try out Scotland's first solar-electric powered
boat, which is based on Loch Lomond.
The boat arrived in Balloch in January and the
park authority is planning a series of trial
cruises during the summer to test the viabil-
ity of solar power on a Scottish loch. It will
also try out different ways for passengers to
learn about Loch Lomond and its islands
using an interpretive journey that follows a
route around the islands and provides vari-
ous levels of knowledge about the plants, ani-
mals, geology and history, using the boat
almost as a floating classroom. The project
will compare a traditional leaflet with a more
high tech approach by which people see and
hear information on a small hand held IT
device (PDA or Personal Digital Assistant).
We need various groups to take part to
ensure a spread of ages, abilities and interests
and we still have places to fill. The Authority
is also testing interpretation on the island of
Inchcailloch, part of the Loch Lomond
National Nature Reserve and is looking for
individual volunteers to not only try out the
journey, but also to help monitor the use of
the PDAs on the island and talk to visitors. If
you want to be considered for either trial,

please contact National Park HQ, tel 01389
722600 or email info@lochlomond-
trossachs.org.
The boat is part of a European-funded proj-
ect, known as MoPark, to try out sustainable
ways of getting about in National Parks and
new ways of providing information. Loch
Lomond & The Trossachs is one of eight
European National Parks taking part and
sharing their findings.The partnership project
also includes contributions from the National
Park Authority, Scottish Natural Heritage,
Scottish Enterprise Forth Valley and Scottish
Enterprise Dunbartonshire.
Built in Germany by Kopf SolarDesign GMBH
& Co, a company experienced in this kind of
work, Ecosol II is practically silent when run-
ning on batteries and generates no emmis-
sions. It accommodates 12 passengers and is
fully adapted for wheelchair users, includes a
toilet and ramps, and has space for bicycles
and other equipment.
Speaking about the new boat, Tim Edwards,
Director of Visitor and Operational Services
at Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National
Park, said, "The National Park Authority wish-
es to support and promote access for all and
greener more sustainable transportation and
development. Testing the benefits and per-

formance of a passenger vessel, run on
renewable energy, will be a first for Scotland
and hopefully the technology will become the
norm in the future rather than the exception.
This is a unique opportunity for people to get
involved with something new and exciting
while also getting out and enjoying Loch
Lomond." 
Stuart Ogg, acting Chief Executive, Scottish
Enterprise Forth Valley, commented:
"Sustainable and green tourism practice has
been recognised as a vital aspect for the
future of the economy in Loch Lomond and
The Trossachs National Park. By bringing
innovative, environmentally friendly transport
solutions to the Park it is hoped that more
businesses will adopt sustainable business
practices and the area's natural beauty will be
protected for future generations to enjoy."
Ivan Clark, Area Officer for Scottish Natural
Heritage said, "We are excited about the new
opportunities that the boat will provide for
visitors to explore the natural heritage of the
loch. In particular, people of all abilities,
including wheelchair users, will now be able
to visit the magnificent island of Inchcailloch,
part of the Loch Lomond National Nature
Reserve."

NATIONAL PARK SEEKS GROUPS FOR SOLAR BOAT TRIALS
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ACTIVE WOODS FOR FUN
AND FWhat sounds delightful, smells
refreshing, and looks lovely? A woodland in
spring, of course. Now that the natural world
is brimming with new life, Forestry
Commission Scotland is encouraging people
to get out and make the most of Loch
Lomond and the Trossachs.
As part of the national 'Active Woods' cam-
paign, Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS)
is promoting the benefits of healthy exercise
and peaceful relaxation in local woodlands.
A new Sand the Trossachs is now available at
Tourist Information Centres (TICs) and the
FCS visitor centres at David Marshall Lodge
in Queen Elizabeth Forest Park (tel. 01350
382258) and Ardgartan in Argyll Forest Park
(tel. 01301 702432).
The leaflet outlines some of the sensational
experiences that can be had in local woods
and forests. It also highlights places to go for
walking and cycling, and describes how to
find out about the many exciting events hap-
pening in Loch Lomond and the Trossachs.
Events range from a guided walk through
Achray Forest's bluebells to wildlife watching
tours in Argyll Forest Park.

The full events listing is available from David
Marshall Lodge, where visitors will also soon
be able to pick up a new leaflet 'Woodland
Walks in Loch Lomond and the Trossachs',
which details the many waymarked walks,
cycle trails, picnic sites and viewpoints
around the area.
Further ideas about where to go and what to
do in the woodlands this Spring and Summer
are being promoted through articles in the
local press.And for more great places to go
and a host of fit and healthy activities and
events happening in woods and forests
throughout Great Britain see:
www.forestry.gov.uk/activewoods.
James McDougall, Promotion and
Development Officer, Forestry Commission
Scotland, knows first-hand what the woods
have to offer:
"This is the most invigorating time of the
year to take the dog for a walk; every time
we go out a new plant or tree has come into
flower or leaf. My children love letting off
steam in the forests after a winter cooped
up indoors. With so many miles of varied
routes to walk and cycle, we never run out
of places to go."

ST. MARY'S
As a young child Jesus
accompanied Mary and
Joseph to Jerusalem, and
became lost. He was found
in the Temple, and not
unnaturally Mary asked why he should have
stayed behind without them. 'Because,' said
Jesus, 'I must be about my father's business.'
Christ's answer raises the question.To which
father did Jesus refer, his earthly or heavenly
one, and to which of the father's business did
Jesus have in mind? Was it the heavenly busi-
ness of spreading the news of God's
Kingdom or the earthly business of the car-
penter's shop? The answer is that Jesus was
almost certainly referring to both. In his time
on earth, he was engaged in both. By this we
gather that Christ considered earthly toil as
valuable and dignified as work for God's
Kingdom. Others have followed Christ's
example including St Paul who continued his
earthly calling of tentmaker whilst working
for God's kingdom, and St Luke the physician.
It is sad therefore that the Church some-
times forgets or undervalues the importance
of human toil in the context of Christianity.
One cleric who valued this toil was a priest
named John Gedge. He was in the 1950's
appointed parish priest to Eyethorne a village
on the Kent coalfield. Shortly after, he was
sent a curate, Michael Strong. On visiting the
parish, both felt out of touch with their
parishioners for they knew little of the ways
of the coal-pit beneath the village that pro-
vided the livelihood of their flock. Resolved
to put matters right, Gedge and Strong took

jobs at the coal face them-
selves, but making sure that
their shifts differed, so that
one was always below
ground and the other above
to minister to the parish. In
time, because they made it

their business to understand a miners' work,
both established a wonderful rapport with
their parishioners. Sadly both suffered hostil-
ity, remarkably from the Church.Their fellow
clergy were jealous lest a miner's pay should
be more than a clergy stipend; it wasn't.
After a few years Gedge became ill from the
physical exhaustion of working in a pit. The
Bishop of Dover who never understood why
he and Strong as priests should involve
themselves in secular employment, forbade
the experiment to continue.
In doing this the then Bishop must surely
have overlooked the very reason why the
Church observes the season of Rogation.
This is when the church prays for all believ-
ers who work and toil, that their labours
should be blessed with the satisfaction of
achievement and of a job well done. The
word Rogation comes from the Latin Roga
to ask. Rogation Sunday doubtless originated
from the ancient pagan festival when those
who had planted the soil walked up and
down their fields, asking the sungods to spare
the crop from mildew. Much later in the
midst of the Industrial Revolution, Rogation
Sunday was broadened to embrace prayer
for any activity by which livelihood was
earned.
The great advance of science has meant that
the risk of crop disease has greatly decreased

in this land. Nevertheless prayer on Rogation
Sunday has never been so important, for
there increasingly looms a different threat to
livelihood.What of the threat to the farmer
who harvests a crop of potatoes only to be
told that foreign potatoes are cheaper? What
of the farmer who grows and sells a field of
wheat or corn and then discovers the price
he is paid does not cover the cost of plant-
ing the field? What of the professional work-
er who receives a letter telling him to clear
his desk within a week due to 'rationalisa-
tion'?
John Marston was a Wolverhampton indus-
trialist who produced high quality bicycles
and motorcycles for some years. He
employed a great number of skilled crafts-
men.A book about the factory records that
many workers stayed the whole of their
adult lives in Marston's employment such
was their satisfaction of a skilled craft well
done. Now such painstaking skills are uneco-
nomic and have been superseded by mass
production. This begs the question; is there
still job satisfaction to be found in employ-
ment?  If there is satisfaction, then even that
is under threat. Think of those employed at
Peugeot's Ryton plant, and Vauxhall workers
at Ellesmere Port.
We give thanks for the joy of toil both in the
world and in the service of God's Kingdom
and ask that our labours might give us and
others joy and fulfilment. We remember
those who come to find their labours in vain
and are pained by it, for it is certain that God
did not mean the gift of toil to be as unre-
warding as some find it today
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Tension is mounting; the excitement is palpable, all over the breadth of
Britain - well England and all of Scotland; then again maybe just England and some
of Scotland. And what is causing such palpitations in the hearts of so many of
our people I hear you ask?  You did ask, did you not?  Well, I'll tell you anyway.
Never has such a commotion been caused over a man's body parts since the
War of Jenkins' Ear when we went to war with Spain some hundreds of years
ago. An early example of "working the oracle" I suppose. So now we have the
great tragedy of the said Wayne Rooney's big toe, or whatever relevant footpart,
and its bearing on the forthcoming battle with the Germans in June which we
have been informed should be Engerland's fourth victory over the Germans
(whatever that means!) 
Thus, with an event of such earth-shattering importance, the coverage has been
massive.We have sad and worrying events in the near East, we have serious cli-
mate change, we have natural disasters world wide and what does the British(?)
media focus on?  What is headline news?  Why, Wayne Rooney's big toe, of
course!
Will he be able to make the match in Germany and aid England in gaining once
more its rightful inheritance, the World Cup?  Oceans may rise, mountains may
fall but our country's attention is focused totally on one man's foot.
Yet the worrying factor about this whole brouhaha is that it does not come from
the English fans who, like football fans anywhere, are mad keen and enthusiastic
about their team but who, as with most fans, do keep a sense of proportion. No,
this white hot clamouring on Rooney's foot condition and how it will affect
England's world cup chances comes from the media. It is the media which has
gone totally overboard. This has been confirmed by friends 'down south' who 
are getting a tad annoyed and embarrassed by the unwanted attention to the
great man's tootsies. No matter what is being discussed on the British media, it
generally ends up with references to that other great event in English history
(No! We are not talking of Jenkins' Ear!).
The prime example of that was on radio recently when the weather was being
discussed, normally a suitable if not admirable British pastime. On giving the
weather report, the newscaster said, "It is 19c which is 66 Fahrenheit. I say,
1966?  Is that a lucky omen?" 
No, it's not, you dork! It just shows you to be a prize tube playing for the pop-
ular vote of people who have had enough of the false jingoism!  But enough is
enough.
Surely the bottom line is that we do wish the English football team all the best
for the forthcoming games, as we do their enthusiastic supporters. All we ask
is that the English media give it a rest and let the lads get on with what they're
good at. And do let's give Wean (sorry, a Freudian slip there),Wayne Rooney's
foot a rest.

WAYNE ROONEY’S BIG TOE
OR 1966 AND ALL THAT!

Dougie MacPherson
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MILTON
What an experience we have just had! Do you remember those hot, sunny days we all
enjoyed, ages and ages ago? Well, Braeval arranged a picnic for the twins, George and me,
on the banks of the Forth, not far from the holt. Mum had helped my sister make lots of
salmon and trout sandwiches and a few with jellied eel spread especially for the twins.
Duke and Katrine will eat jellied eels until the cows come home! George, being a hare,
is a vegetarian, so Braeval made him a pile of lettuce and cucumber sandwiches.
George hopped happily along National Cycle Route 7 while the rest of us swam down
the river.The picnic feast was safely packed inside a waterproof box that bobbed down
the water so fast we had quite a job keeping up with it! George waved to us from the
new wooden bridge built by the Forestry Commission as we sped underneath him try-
ing to land our picnic box in one piece. Between us, we managed to get safely ashore,
the waterproof box still intact. In no time at all, we were sitting in the shade of an old
oak tree and tucking into our picnic.
The leaves were out on the twigs and branches of the oak tree.The leaves on a nearby
ash tree were bursting from their black buds too. Grandpa Otter always says that if the
oak leaves come out before the ash, you will just get a splash of rain during the summer.
However, if the ash is out before the oak, you will get a soak. Either way you are going
to get wet; it is just a matter of degree.
After finishing our picnic we all went to explore a little hill, all covered with trees.
Suddenly we found a strange opening in the hillside - this was the Faerie Hill! The twins
had never been into Faerie Land, so in we all went.The faeries were pleased to see us
and we had great fun playing games in the Under-world! George got so excited that his
hair turned absolutely white! When we came back into our own world we found it cov-

ered with snow and George almost disap-
peared - we could only see his eyes and the
black hairs on the tips of his ears! Very
strange!

Bye for now,
Milton

WWAALLLLAACCEE  BBAARR
4th June - Games Night 
Starts at 8.30pm (includes Speed Pool,
Cards and Dominos)
17th June - Karaoke
Starts at 9.00pm
25th June - Quiz Night
Starts at 9.00pm (Come along and test
your brain cells!!!)

JULY
2nd July - Games Night
Starts at 8.30pm (as above)
15th July - Karaoke
Starts 9.00pm
30th July - Quiz Night
Starts at 9.00pm

“Tuesday Nights are Pool
Competition Nights!”

Start time 9.00pm
'FREE Pies' for all players

WWiilldd  MMuusshhrroooomm  &&  AAssppaarraagguuss  RRiissoottttoo  
wwiitthh  aa  CChheerrrryy  TToommaattoo  aanndd  BBaassiill  SSaauuccee  

serves one
Total cooking time 20mins 
INGREDIENTS
3oz Arborio Rice
4oz Selection of Wild Mushrooms
1/2 Bunch Asparagus
1oz Butter
1/2 pt Double Cream
1 Veg. Stock Cube
Salt and Ground White Pepper
8 Cherry Tomatoes
Basil
White Wine
1/4 pt Tomato Juice
Garlic Puree
3/4pt Water 

METHOD
Melt 1/2 of the Butter in a pan and add the Risotto stir for approx 2-3 mins on a medium heat.
Add a splash of Wine, Stock Cube and 1/4 pt of water, Salt and Ground White pepper.
Bring to the boil and simmer - keep stirring, cook until the rice has absorbed the water, add 1/8 pt
water and repeat.
Cut the top off the Asparagus and keep for garnish.
Slice the rest of stems into rounds, add to the Risotto with the chopped Wild Mushrooms and 1/4 pt
Double Cream.
Allow to cook until the cream has been absorbed, finish the risotto with the remaining butter and
serve.

Sauce 
Add a splash of White Wine and Garlic to a pan and reduce by half.
Add the Tomato Juice and reduce by half.
Add the remaining Double Cream, Salt and Ground White Pepper and Quartered Cherry Tomatoes -
reduce to sauce consistency, add some torn basil leaves and serve around the Risotto.
Blanch the Asparagus Spears in boiling Salted Water for approx 2 mins, drain and add to top of
Risotto.

sponsored by

This year's Aberfoyle
Mushroom Festival,
19 - 22 October, has
as its international
"flavour" New
Zealand. Central to
the NZ activities at the Festival will be a
Maori Concert party of dancers and singers
from Ngati Rananana, the Maori club in
London. The Festival Committee has asked
the five local primary schools to initiate
projects on New Zealand in general and the
Maori/Polynesian culture in particular. We
plan to convert the Memorial Hall into a
Maori Marae(camp) for children where their
school projects can be exhibited and the
Maoris will run classes in dancing -including
the Haka!- singing, weaponry, and face-paint-
ing/tattooing, which has a major place in
Maori culture. It is hoped that some Maori
families - including children - will be coming
up from the Maori Kohanga in London as
well as the Concert Party who will be stay-
ing at the Covenanters' Hotel, who have
very generously stepped in as main sponsors
of the Maoris at the Festival. All primary
school children will be getting a special free
invitation to the opening concert of Maori
and Scottish traditional music and dancing in
the Scottish Wool Centre on Thursday, 19
October. The NZ High Commissioner will
receive the Maori challenge at the concert
and declare the Festival open.

Fergus Wood,
Festival Chairman

THE MAORIS
ARE COMING!

FFoorrtthh  IInnnn

FFoorrtthh  IInnnn  EEvveennttss  DDiiaarryy
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STRANGE BUT….
Summer fast approaches and it was thought fitting that we do a special edition of Strange
But. In all honesty, the fact that it is summertime is quite irrelevant to what is coming next.
We just considered it might have more impact on both of our readers. In this issue we
address the subject of Wee Wimmin and the Glasgow Banter. Some of the following tales
do go back some years.

Tale One concerns a lovely old lady who approaches a policeman in Ingram Street in
Glasgow, asking the way to a well-known store. On being told that said store was just
around the corner, she replies, "No, no, son. It's near George Square."
The policeman replied that George Square was nearby, she insisted, "No, son. It's off of
Ingram Street."
When he replied that she was in Ingram Street, she paused, then said. "Oh, son. See ma heid?
You could us it as a fitba!"

Our second tale comes from on the buses when two Glasgow ladies were conversing, one
saying to the other, "I don't like these see-through nighties. They show your vest."

Then you have the story which the actress Emma Thompson related on the Parkinson show
on television some years back. It was actually during the running of Tutti Frutti, that excel-
lent comic/tragic series also starring Robbie Coltrane. (Question: Why doesn't television
repeat that series. That one would be worth watching again!)
Anyway, we digress. Emma Thompson was talking of working in Glasgow and having an ear
for the banter, she told of sitting on a bus one day and listening to two women talking.
One of them then came out with the line, "So A says to him, ye can get that thing oot ma
boady for a start, says I."
Suffice it to say, Parkinson was gobsmacked.

Or the tale of the woman who nearly walked in front of a bus when a woman grabbed her
and pulled her out of danger with the words, "Ye nearly got yer coat pressed there, hen."

Finally, and in contrast to the ladies from Glasgow, we have the lady from Milngavie, a moth-
er with four young children who is seen by a friend one day, turning up at school to pick up
her offspring with a puppy dog in tow. When asked how she managed it, she replied, "I have
low standards."

WARNING:
CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL MAY..........

...make you think you are whispering when you are
not.

...cause you to dance like an idiot.

...cause you to tell the same boring story over and
over again until your friends handcuff you to a lamp-
post.

...cause you to thay shings like theesh.

...lead you to believe that ex-lovers are really dying for
you to telephone them at 4 in the morning.

...leave you wondering what the heck happened to
your trousers.

...make you think you have mystical Kung Fu powers.

...cause you to roll over in the morning and see some-
thing really scary (whose species and/or name you
can't remember).

...be the leading cause of inexplicable rug burns on the
forehead.

...create the illusion that you are tougher, smarter and
more handsome than some really, really big guy named
FRANZ.

...lead you to believe you are invisible.

...lead you to think people are laughing WITH you.

...cause a flux in the time-space continuum, whereby
small (and sometimes large) gaps of time may seem to
literally disappear.

...actually CAUSE pregnancy.
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FEED THE BIRDS….TUPPENCE

A BAG
Mary Poppins set the standard decades ago
(who can forget that scene on the steps?)
and her legacy continues to this day within
the David Marshall Lodge, as the addition of
a donations box, set up recently to provide
funds to purchase seeds and nuts for our
woodland birds and squirrels, is proving to
be a popular (and important) feature. The
staff has been humbled by the generosity
shown so far and, if those people who have
contributed wish to be rewarded by the
result of their efforts, then they need only
visit The Lodge and witness for themselves
the amazing flurry of activity around the
bird-feeding station. Supplying breakfast,
lunch and dinner for our garden birds is a
hugely enjoyable pastime for many people
and it is generally a safe practice to continue
this all year round, the only exception being
the breeding season, where fatty foods
should be avoided. Remember, also, that
birds are no different from humans in that
they require nutrition in order to live a
healthy life: in other words, white mouldy
bread encrusted with cheese or left-over
lasagne is probably not the best option.

As winter blends into spring, wondrous things come into view
With determined cause, but no inspiration new.
It is a time we all eagerly await:
Atime for mammals, birds and marsupials too
As the forest park becomes a natural zoo;
Atime when insects and amphibians are rife;
A time when everything breathes new life.
The wild flowers will, of course, also abound
Attacking our senses with sight, smell and sound.
In this, there is one species with something special to say,
That transforms the landscape through the month of May;
Offering a unique and spectacular display
Though, sadly, not for tomorrow, only today.
Its memory, however, will create many a story to tell.
Of course, I'm talking about the truly magnificent
…………….bluebell.
Enjoy!

6.30am:As usual, no need to set the alarm.The birds outside The Baillie have been in full cry
for over an hour already. Despite this cacophony of noise, I struggle somewhat to remove
myself from the comfort of my duvet.This is , in part, due to the exetions of the previous day
but mostly because I was entrenched in a dream of a past holiday spent on the Isle of Mull.
6.45am:The finches and sparrows have made their point.The dream would have to wait. I am
now up and about and, although my morning routine is a little ahead of schedule, the antici-
pation of another working day at The Lodge is not diminished.
7.45am:As I made my way up the Duke's Pass to attend the "Six Together" church service,
expectation was heightened by the growing number of cars and walkers intent on making
the same journey.
7.55am:Thinking that I am on course, my confidence is somewhat broken when I learn that
the cleaner has not yet arrived.A little sweat and toil later, I finally join the gathering on the
decking area half-an-hour into the service. As the Reverend Danny Gibb held court with
hymns, prayers, musical accompaniment and a light-hearted scripted "play", it turned into a
seriously uplifting experience, in a perfect setting.
9.15am: Liz and her staff had been working feverishly to prepare breakfast for the multitude
as the service drew to a close; no fish or bread today though, as bacon butties were the main
course on the menu. The aromas wafting from the coffee shop only served to remind me
that I had skipped my own breakfast. It would be three o'clock before I found the time to
eat something.
10.00am: It was at this point the day began to develop swiftly into mass merriment. Before
we had time to draw breath the treasure hunters, duck racers and nest box builders were
upon us. It was a case of wall-to-wall people for the duration, some appearing in fancy dress
and some clutching painted eggs proudly, the best of which were duly rewarded with prizes;
not to mention the huge smiles on the faces of those children lucky enough to meet the
Easter Bunny.
It was one of those days - exhausting and exhilarating, and special to the point of being
extreme.
10.00pm:The duvet had never looked so welcoming - back to the dream.

RANGER'S RAMBLINGS RANGER'S CORNER

EASTER SUNDAY AT THE LODGE

The rangers busy setting up 
an imitation osprey nest

Another gatecrasher 
joins the party

The Easter Bunny in danger 
of being chatted up 
by Jamie, the chef The morning service in full flow Spot the roving reporter!

Jo and Skye share a 
rare quiet moment
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For more information on the services we have to offer please do
not hesitate to contact us now on 01877-382530

Trossachs Carpet Cleaning Services is an
upholstery and carpet cleaner service
offering services throughout Aberfoyle and
the Trossachs the services we offer
includes:

Special and contract cleaning services 
Spray extraction and upholstering cleaning
services

Trossachs  Carpet  Cleaning  Service

SPECIAL CLEANING TECHNIQUES
COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC CLEANING

Spray extraction and spray cleaning are the most effective ways of carry-
ing out upholstery and carpet cleaner services. This specialist style of
cleaning consists of spraying a cleaning agent into the carpet or uphol-
stery which is then instantly extracted again leaving it clean.

ABERFOYLE ROOFING
SLATING,TILING, FLAT ROOF 

SPECIALIST
ALL ROOF WORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01877382645
Mobile: 07739690196

PROVOST TO HONOUR STIRLING'S TOP CITIZENS

NOMINATIONS are being sought for Stirling's pres-
tigious 2006 Provost's Civic Awards.
The search is on for outstanding Stirling citizens from all
walks of life who have made significant contributions to
the life of local communities, or who have achieved
national recognition in their field over the past two years.
Both individuals and groups can be nominated for an
award.
Nominations can be submitted by anyone living or work-
ing in the Stirling Council area and the closing date is
Friday July 7, 2006.
Former winners include former rugby union internation-
al Kenny Logan, football manager Alex Smith and actress
Jacqueline Pirie.
This year there are nine categories of award: Business

(large or small), Arts and Culture, Sport, Academic,
Community, Volunteer Sector, International Relations,
Special Achievement and Community Council.
Provost Colin O'Brien said: "We have many unsung
heroes who carry out good works in communities across
the district and never ask for any recognition or praise.
The Civic Awards are a celebration of all that is best
about the Stirling Council area namely, its people."
The final awards will be made at a gala dinner in Stirling
Castle on Friday October 27, 2006.
Nomination Forms are available from The Provost's
Office, Corporate Services, Stirling Council, Old
Viewforth, Stirling, FK8 2ET or phone (01786) 443380.
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