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Aberfoyle schoolboy racer, Charlie Robertson, scored a
dominant double victory at the Scottish Open Karting
Festival, held on 3rd and 4th June, to become the event’s
youngest champion.
The Festival, which is hosted annually by the West of
Scotland Kart Club, attracts kart racers of all ages from all
over Britain to its Larkhall circuit. Previous Scottish Open
Champions include Formula One star, David Coulthard.
Nine-year-old Charlie was competing in the Cadet class,
which saw drivers aged 8-12 racing at speeds of up to 60
mph through a timed qualifying session, two 10 lap heats,
a 12 lap pre-final and the 15 lap championship final.
Charlie qualified 3rd on the starting grid for both heats,
finishing 3rd and then 2nd by just 0.13 sec. These results
earned him a 3rd place start for the pre-final behind Larkhall
regular, Kyle Fowlie, and Hertford’s Callum Smith. From a
flying start, Robertson made the most of the grippy sun-
baked track – overtaking Smith into the first corner. By lap
seven he managed to wrestle the lead from a determined
Fowlie and the pair pulled out a 7 second lead over the
English driver as they battled for the lead over the remaining
laps. Robertson took the chequered flag and pole position
for the final by just 0.48 sec.
As the 12 karts raced into the first corner of the final it was
Callum Smith who took advantage, passing Kyle Fowlie
and pulling alongside Charlie Robertson; but Robertson
“shut the door” on Smith at the hairpin to stay in front. For
15 laps Smith every ounce of his greater race experience
to find a way past Robertson. However, Charlie applied all
his circuit knowledge and sheer determination to pull out a
2.3 second lead, securing both the fastest lap and the
championship prize – a fabulous trophy and £100.
Charlie Robertson, who only gained his full competition
licence in January, had visited the podium twice before but
never the top step. Sunday’s pre-final was his maiden karting
victory. “I just can’t believe it,” said Charlie after the final. “I really wanted to finish in the top three but winning is just amazing.”
For more information contact Iain Robertson on 01877 382355. For action photography visit www.kartpics.co.uk For full race results visit www.scottishkarting.co.uk
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Cathy (I can’t decorate my bra) Macmillan
Alison (Ann Summers) Hodge
Lynn (I choose Brazil) Pollachie
Jane (who else but England) Atwell
Shona (Scottish saltire) Baston
Gillian (not in the picture) Lester

 

Regular readers to this paper will know
about the Moonwalk, a walking Marathon
in Edinburgh, aimed at raising funds in aid
of breast cancer charities and health
services.  On 24th/25th June, 8000 women
and about 500 men, joined forces to raise
awareness about breast cancer.  Gillian
Lester from Kinlochard was one of many
who successfully completed either the 13
or 26 miles long walk. Gillian had trained
and walked with her friend, Georgia for the
previous 4 months.”The Moonwalk was an
amazing experience and we completed
26.2 miles in 6¾ hours, which we are very
pleased about. The rain kept off and the
weather conditions were perfect. We have
raised well over £1000 between the two of
us and we have had a brilliant time along
the way.”
“There were so many highlights to the walk,
it’s hard to pick just one - but the support
we got from everyone - at home, the friends
and neighbours who sponsored us, the
crowds in Edinburgh city centre and the
amazing crew of marshals and police who

THE MOONWALK - WALKING THE WALK FOR BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
supported us throughout the night in
keeping safe and keeping going, was truly
both an uplifting and humbling experience.
The inscription on our medals reads, “No
one can help everybody, but everybody can
help somebody,” and that is so true.  I
haven’t stopped smiling about the whole
thing yet!  We would like to offer our thanks
to everyone who helped us raise such a
great amount of money.
Walk the Walk, the organisation
responsible for the Moonwalk have said that
as it was such an enormous success, they
are planning this as an annual event in
Edinburgh.  When asked whether she
would like to do it again, Gillian laughed
and replied that although she had previously
said ‘never again’, she was now saying
“Well, never say never!”
Editor’s Footnote:
Congratulations to all who took part. I believe
others in this area have been so inspired by
this year’s event that they are considering
entering next year. In Kinlochard alone, well
in excess of £2,500 was raised which is a
fantastic achievement. Well done!

Thanks to every one who sponsored us
(Trossachs Tramps) as a group  or as
individuals. We have raised over £1000
and all the money is not in or counted yet.
If anyone would
still like to donate
money to Walk the
Walk (breast
cancer) you can
do by handing
sponsorship into
the Kinlochard
village shop or the
Wee Blether tea
room, or go on-line
www.walkthewalk.org and hand over
some cash to thee most talked about event
in the village the noo!

Trossachs Tramps are...

I had a night of fun and excitement and a real sense of achievement at the end of it.
Everyone should do this once in their life - to commit to something and see it through
was so satisfying, bring on the full moon next year.
Thanks everyone for your support including Playtex. When we signed up for this it was
months away and we started training right away with easy regular walks. I took the dog,
the kids,my husband and my mates out on walks with me.  Latterly they all took me, I
was pushed to the point of no return and how grateful I am.  For so little effort we all
achieved the walk in less than 4 hours in the dark cold night time air. We watched the
sun come up over Edinburgh, heard the bird song which would have been drowned out
by the traffic and saw Edinburgh wake up to a new day.  It was cool. When I’m an old
biddy and everyone younger than me thinks I have no history I can smile and say
“I’ve walked all round Edinburgh in my underwear”  Beat that!

Shona Baston

Walking the Walk

Braeval Antiques
Aberfoyle

Tel. 01877 382400
Mobile 0781 4405975

Ask for Andrew

Braeval Old Mill, Braeval,
Nr Aberfoyle, Stirling. FK8 3UY

I have been involved in the antiques business on a part-time
basis for the past forty years and am passionate about my
work.  Since retiring from the hospitality business I am now
involved on a full-time basis and would, therefore, be
delighted to help, to the best of my ability and knowledge, in
the following areas:

1. Free valuations for insurance (without prejudice)
2. Valuations for probate (without prejudice) cost 2.5

% of valuation
3. To help and advise on a) antiques repairs b) antiques

restoration c) antiques maintenance
4. Help and advice on selling your antiques by auction
5. The location and purchase of that rare item you have

always promised yourself
6. I purchase individual items
7. I purchase complete estate or house contents

Every contact is made with total discretion, confidentiality
and courtesy, at a time to suit the client.  Properties cleared
will be left secure, swept and tidy.
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On June 15th the
Queen sat down to
her 80th birthday
banquet, a culmination
of weeks of
p r e p a r a t i o n - a n d
competition- by chefs
from all over Britain.
The main course was
to be created by Nick

Nairn who, as most of us will remember,
had a successful restaurant at Braeval,
Aberfoyle and another in Glasgow.  In 1990
he gained a Michelin star and has appeared
on food programmes on television on many
occasions.  Nowadays he runs a successful
cookery school in the Lake of Menteith.
Nick’s dish, which he had prepared on
television, was loin of roast venison with
crispy Scottish potato pancakes, celeriac,

cabbage and carrot and game gravy.  Hold
on, though, this is not fair, having to write
this!  I don’t know about you,
but at this point my mouth is
starting to water!
Nick Nairn won the
competition to prepare the
main course for the banquet
at which the Queen and 500
guests would sit down to a
meal of Scottish deer.  It was
then that the   logistics of
preparing for the event hit
home.  He contacted
Jonathan Honeyman, the
Aberfoyle butcher for 17
years and who has worked closely with
Nick Nairn for many years.
That is when the logistics came into their
own.  Where Nick had to prepare the meal

of venison for the many guests,
which meant discussing it with
the Mansion House’s 24 chefs and
explaining how he wanted the
dish prepared, a daunting task in
itself, Jonathan had to source 75
roe deer, and had to do it within
5 working days.
To help him in this, he called on
his friends Neil and Maureen
Campbell, who run the Comer
estate at Ben Lomond, to help him
achieve his order by use of their
contacts within the stalking

A right ROYAL TASTE OF THE TROSSACHS
fraternity by sourcing roe deer from estates
as far afield as Aviemore, Lochgilphead and

Dumfries.  At this
time of year it is
open season only
for bucks, not does
and the culling has
to be widespread so
as not to create an
imbalance by, say,
culling too many
bucks in one
particular area.
Hence the
widespread nature
of the task.

It involved Jonathan Honeyman himself, 18
stalkers, 8 butchers and several drivers.
It meant day after day of constant effort,
taking the animals to game larders all
across west and central Scotland, where
they were hung until Jonathan’s drivers
could uplift them and take them to
Callander where his butchers worked
around the clock to prepare them for the
trip south to London.
It was sheer dedication and hard work by
all parties concerned and surely, at the end
of the day, it paid off.  It was a meal fit for
a Queen!
Well done all!

Black Bull Hotel
Gartmore

TRANSPORT ARRANGED

01877 382 225

OPEN ALL DAY
We cater for weddings, functions, bus
parties, walkers, cyclists & families

01877 382473

Massage Therapy
eases muscular aches and pains

Sports Massage
Relaxation

Mobile service available
Call: 01877 382632

or 07765570503

Angela Mudge
Dip Sports M, MSMA, SMTO

Coach, Minibus 7 to 49 Seats
Tours, parties, weddings, airports etc

Whatever the occasion
Phone: 01877 382 341

email: aberfoylecoaches@aol.com
www.aberfoylecoaches.com



4

Last year your
response to Live 8
and the Make
Poverty History
campaign showed
that the people in

the Stirling constituency demanded action
to improve the lives of millions of the
poorest people in the world.  That’s why, a
year ago, the UK Government focused the
leaders of the developed world on the fate
of the poorest people in the world.
A year later, we can see the practical
differences.  For example, this year Zambia
has introduced free health care for people
living in rural areas, scrapping fees which
for years had made health care
inaccessible for millions. This was made
possible using some of the $5.3bn Zambia
received from debt cancellation and aid

increases agreed at Gleneagles. A new
Humanitarian Fund to respond quicker to
disasters has been set up and the UN has
agreed a new plan to fight AIDS.
We’ve come a long way, but we can do
more.  In July, the leaders of the G8 will
meet in Russia to discuss the next steps
to take.  It is vital that other world leaders
take Britain’s lead to increase aid and
make trade fairer.  It is also vital that the
mass movement that has mobilised in
support of making poverty history makes
its voice heard.
Turning to local matters, my colleague
Sylvia Jackson MSP has been keeping me
up-to-date with the issues arising from the
meeting she chaired recently with parents
and community representatives in
Aberfoyle over the new build to replace the

HORSA hut at the primary school.  I will
continue to liaise with her on this matter.
Finally, I was also delighted that
representativesresidents from the Strathard
News area were able to join me at my
seminar at the end of June on the
Government’s commitment to switch over
from analogue to solely digital television
in the UK between 2008 and 2012.  The
meeting was addressed by Vicki Nash, the
Chief Executive of Ofcom, who gave a
pretty reassuring assessment of the work
going on at the moment.  I will keep you
updated as matters progress.
You can contact both Sylvia Jackson MSP
and myself at the Parliamentary Advice
Office, 22 Viewfield Street, Stirling FK8
1UA, telephone 01786 446515.  You can
also get in touch by email at
mcguirea@parliament.uk,

Anne McGuire MP

Villages in rural Stirlingshire have been
complaining bitterly of the lack of
maintenance of the communal grass areas
in their communities over the last couple
of weeks. Their complaints have been
many and varied. Some have talked of the
lack of grass cutting services to their
walkways and cycle paths; others of the
public parks and grassed council owned
areas;  still other villages have stated that
their football pitches are overgrown and
would have remained so, if not for the
goodwill and efforts of local volunteers.
These complaints are widespread over the
whole central Scotland area, from villages
and towns such as Callander and
Buchlyvie to Dunblane and Fintry.  The
consensus would seem to be that it is the
villages and the small towns that are being
the most neglected.
In February this year grass maintenance
was undertaken by Stirling Council’s
Streetscape Team which won the tender
at this time.  However, since then there
would seem to have been problems both
with equipment and with personnel which

has set the timetable for grass cutting
back.
Perhaps, along with Callander, we in
Strathard have the additional consideration
that we are an integral part of the National
Park and as such, need to have neatly
cropped public grassy areas.
There is a further consideration which a
complainer from Dunblane put to the
Council: what to do with the grass
cuttings?  Generally, as we all have seen
no doubt, they leave the grass cuttings
lying.  Now for a Council which is
committed to recycling in a big way, why,
oh why, are the cuttings not collected for
compost?  Not to do so is not only
unsightly, it is a potential breeding ground
for midgies, a phenomenon not unusual
in Strathard.
So come on, Stirling Council! We don’t
only want the grass cut on a regular basis
- we want the unsightly cuttings taken as
well!  It’s all about recycling and Stirling
Council should practice what it preaches.
Is this too much to ask?

GRASS CUTTING LAST STRAW!

African Children’s Choir to sing in Fintry
Fintry Sports and Recreation Club - 30th August

If you have ever heard these children singing you won’t want to miss
this event; and if you’ve never heard them before you are in for a truly
uplifting experience.  Fintry is really fortunate that the choir is able to
fit in this concert at the end of a busy Edinburgh Festival before crossing
over to Ireland for the rest of their tour.  This is a fundraising event for
the choir of children aged 7 to 11 all of whom have lost one or both
parents to poverty or disease. The choir performs throughout the world
to spotlight the plight of children in Africa and money raised goes to
support new choirs touring each year and enable past members to enter
into care and education programs.
For further information contact Irene Kelso on 01360 860444.

Aberfoyle Post Office

Shop OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Sat,7 - 5.30; Sun,11- 5.30

Compare our prices
Mars Duo 50p

Cadbury’s Standard bars 45p
Coke/Pepsi Max 500ml 90p

BEST BUY!!
Copy paper, 500 sheets, 80gsm - £2.75p

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT SHOPS
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PATHS GROUP
Milton Path Success!
Readers may remember that a year ago the appalling condition of
the Milton footpath was featured on the front page of the Strathard
News (issue 23).  Photographs compared its condition at the time
(July 2005) with the original path in 1988 shortly after construction.
Its usable width had been reduced to a few inches, vegetation had
smothered large sections of it and the drainage had long ceased to
function. Much of the path resembled a swamp in winter and a
jungle in summer.
Following years of pressure from Strathard Community Trust Paths
Group and various other local people, Stirling Council agreed to
restore the path to its former glory with 50% funding coming from
Scottish Natural Heritage.
Work began on 30th May and
lasted about two weeks.  The
path is now back to its original
width and has been resurfaced.
New drainage has been put in
place and this generally
seemed to cope well with the
heavy rain we had in the middle
of June.
Prior to the job starting, a
working party from the Paths
Group together with National
Park staff and volunteers did
some preliminary clearing of
vegetation from the middle
section, where the path drops
well below the road and was
inaccessible to the large JCB.
We shall monitor the state of the path as time goes on and try to
ensure it is maintained.  It is good to see pedestrians, pushchairs
etc. using this path again rather than being forced to vie with traffic
on the road.

Kippen Classics
Presents

STIRLING STRINGS
An evening of

popular string classics
Performed by musicians from
Scotland’s finest Orchestras
Sunday 25th June 2006
In Kippen Church at 7.30pm

(complimentary refreshments
at the interval)

Tickets will be on sale
from early May

From Naomi Hirst
01786 870283

Look out for posters next
month giving more details of

the programme

Strathard Community Council meets on the 1st
Thursday of the month, alternating between
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall, Kinlochard Village Hall
and Inversnaid Primary School.

The next meeting is at 7.30 pm on Thursday
3rd August in Kinlochard Village Hall
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Killearn will celebrate the 500th
anniversary of the birth of its most famous
son, George Buchanan, in September. A
full programme of events will start on Friday
evening 15th with a welcome in the Village
Hall. On Saturday 16th there will be a walk
in the footsteps of George Buchanan to
The Moss where he was born with a return
via the West Highland Way. There is also
an historical lecture and a ceilidh plus a
guided meander through the village
showcasing the older parts. The
programme continues on the Sunday and
there are exhibitions open over the
weekend. There is a leaflet available in
Strathblane library with the full details.
Buchanan was called ‘the only man of
genius that Scotland ever produced’, by
Dr Johnson as recorded by Boswell and
lived during the time of he Reformation.
He spent his life mostly in Europe as a
professor teaching in universities or tutoring
where he was known as a humanist. He
returned to his native land at the time of
Mary Queen of Scots.
He educated James VI in Stirling castle
but also became Moderator of the reformed
Church of Scotland and was keeper of the
Privy Seal towards the latter part of his
life.
His fame in Europe was as the greatest
poet of his time.  He wrote a History of
Scotland and became a political theorist
on the role of monarchy. It was so radical
that James had his works burned at Oxford
University. His works were burned along
with Milton’s which ironically was regarded
as an honour by most of his biographers.
Furthermore his name on the instructions
of the King was deleted from all known
sources including the Church in Scotland.
Their records show the year 1567 as
vacant!
His works continued to be published for
almost 200 years after his death but only
in the 20th century has his poetry begun
to be translated into English.
Former Councillor, Catherine Organ, has
been writing a life of
George Buchanan and this
will be published some
time during the summer.

Stirling Enterprise (STEP) Business
Gateway and a selection of partner
agencies will be stationed at the McLaren
Leisure Centre in Callander on
Wednesday, 28th June 2006.
From 10am until 4pm, individuals and
business from Callander and the
surrounding communities will be able to
tap into the following advice, free of charge
and on their doorstep:
STEP Business Gateway Start-Up Adviser
STEP Business Gateway Growth Adviser
STEP Business Gateway IT / Web Adviser
We have also arranged fora selection of
local partner agencies to be available on
the day.  Why not take advantage of the
chance to meet face-to-face with
representatives from the following:
VisitScotland - Valerie Fraser (Find out
about local & national marketing
opportunities) Loch Lomond & The
Trossachs National Park - Gillian Barrie
(Advice for community groups looking for
project development support and access
to funding) Farm Diversification (SEERAD)
- Iain Carmichael (Mid-August is the final

INVITATION TO ATTEND A CALLANDER
OPEN-DAY BUSINESS EVENT...

deadline for the current round of grant
applications.  Match funding of up to £30k
is available and the project needn’t be
restricted to the farm or small-holding.
Immediate family can also apply)
learndirectscotland for business - Gill Blair
(Can help individuals and small businesses
realise their potential through learning) Safe
& Healthy Working - Tom Neilson (Advise
and a FREE Health & Safety Audit for your
business.  This service is funded by the
Scottish Executive) Scottish Enterprise
Forth Valley Business Information -
Frances McMillan (Can help you source
suppliers, with market research, access
to company financial reports and access
a range of useful databases) This event is
being part-funded by Equal, a European
Social Fund Scheme.
Like to attend?  Don’t delay, contact
Caroline Brown on Tel: 01786 463416 or
E-mail cbrown@stirling-enterprise.co.uk to
highlight your area(s) of interest and
reserve an appointment slot.

Trossachs Trundler - Your bus around the Trossachs
Each day four journeys complete a circuit of the
Trossachs from Callander calling at Brig o’ Turk,
Loch Katrine, David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle, and
Port of Menteith.
The Trundler operates every day except
Wednesdays and will continue until Sunday 1st

October. Some people have queried whether
concessionary travel passes apply to this route.
We are pleased to say they do.
Not only does the Trundler give a good introduction

to the area with views from the road and providing the opportunity for local days out.
There are also waterborne possibilities from the route. The Sir Walter Scott on Loch
Katrine being the most famous, (there is also a second vessel operating this year). A
ferry operates to the Inchmahome Priory on the Lake of Menteith and for those wishing
to propel themselves boat hire is available on Loch Venachar. So if you are looking for a
day out this summer why not give the Trundler a try.  Timetables and more information
is available from visitor centres.

GARAGE WORKSHOP

Mot’s while you wait, Mon-Sat
Car and Bus Servicing, Tyres,
 Exhausts, & General Repairs.

ABERFOYLE MOTORS Ltd
Main Street, Aberfoyle, FK8 3UG

Tel: 01877 382 341/342

Unique range of arts and craft
from throughout the world

Extensive plant area for all
your gardening needs

Open seven days - 10am to 6pm
Main Street, Aberfoyle

01877 382308

guyana
plants, crafts and art Trossachs Praise

 Gartmore House
Sunday 30th July

at 11.00am
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National Park News
I’l l start with a
double thank you.
First my thanks to

those who sponsored me for the abseil
down the Wallace Monument. I had aimed
to raise some £250 for the Anthony Nolan
Trust. In the event money poured in and I
was able to send off £500 to the charity.
The second thank you is to all those who
voted in the National Park elections. I had
been concerned that because there are
restrictions on campaigning in National
Park Elections - candidates are permitted
to spend no more than £100 on their
campaign - people would have insufficient
encouragement to vote. However the
turnout was a little over 41% which
compares favourably with local council
elections. So again my thanks.
 Another election is looming. The current
Convener and Deputy Convener of the Park
Authority have come to the end of their
terms and neither will be putting
themselves up for re-election. Candidates
for the post have until the Board meeting
on 24th July to put their names forward. I
am sure that there will be a contest for
each post. I will not be putting my name
forward.

On 25th July we will be having a visit from
our Scottish Executive Minister, Rhona
Brankin, who will be presiding at the official
launch of the Solar Boat at Balmaha. I will
be there and I will take advantage not only
of sampling the effectiveness of the new
boat but I hope also to take a trip to
Inchchailloch to see the refurbishments on
the island.
 I have previously advised you that the Park
Authority was hoping to open offices in the
Rob Roy Centre at Callander.
Unfortunately, that proposal has hit the
buffers. Surveys have now shown that to
convert the premises to meet our needs
and to comply with the Disability legislation
would be excessively expensive. However,
every cloud has a silver lining. We have
been able to obtain a lease for premises
at 52-54 Main Street where very little needs
to be done to meet our requirements. The
only delay is that we have to submit a
planning application for change of use. (Yes
even the Planning Authority has to go
through the process of obtaining planning
permission.) Assuming all goes well and
that there are no material objections to the
planning application the new premises will
be occupied late summer/early autumn.

This is considerably sooner than we could
possibly be operating at the Rob Roy
Centre. We will be sharing the premises,
possibly with Rural Stirling Housing
Association.
 Recently I was shown some photos of the
litter problem at Loch Chon. It never
ceases to amaze me that people can be
so insensitive to their surroundings. You
would think that the very fact that they
come here because it is such a special
place would be sufficient reason for them
to act responsibly and ensure that they
leave no damaging trace of their visit. It is
a problem which is not peculiar to the Park
.We have started a Take your Litter Home
campaign but we will clearly have to work
harder to try to solve this dreadful problem.
Again my thanks to the Abseil Sponsors
and a special thank you to all who voted in
the elections.

Owen McKee

As always I can be contacted at :
Post -   Taigh Na Bhuth,
            Lochearhead.
Phone: 01567 830214
owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk
 
 

The second election to the Board of the Loch
Lomond & The Trossachs National Park took
place on 29th June 2006 at the National Park
Gateway Centre, Balloch.
For the first time in a statutory election in
Scotland electronic counting was used as a
demonstration project in partnership with the
Scottish Executive prior to the Scottish
Parliament and Local Government Elections
taking place in May 2007.
Speaking about the results, Gillie Thomson,
Convener of the National Park Authority said,
“I congratulate all the successful candidates
and welcome the new members to the Park
Authority. We all look forward to working with
them over the next four years. But I’d like to
thank the outgoing members, Chrissie
Bannerman and Alistair MacKenzie for their
hard work and support in our first four years.
They made a significant contribution to
Scotland’s first National Park and their efforts
are very much appreciated.”
Keith Yates, Chief Executive of Stirling Council
and Returning Officer said “The National Park
elections have once again used a postal ballot,
but for the first time in Scotland an electronic
count has taken place.
“This has been a very positive and efficient
way to count election results. It gives some
assurance to those involved in the Scottish
Parliament and Local Government elections
next May that this will be a far faster and more

reliable way of counting
the most difficult set of
results we will have
encountered, as the local
government elections will
be cast on a single
transferable vote.”
The successful
candidates will take up
their posts immediately
and will attend the first
board meeting on 24 July
at Strachur.

National Park Election Results

The results of the elections are as follows:
Ward 1
George Boyd 214
Russel Bruce  543
(turnout 36.65%)

Ward 2
Thomas McClean 419
Owen McKee  692 
(turnout 41.2%)

Ward 3
Mike Luti (returned unopposed)

Ward 4
Gilbert Bannerman 232
Nicholas Cooke 81
Lawrence Lilburn 99
William Nisbet 399
James Taggart 313
(turnout47.06%)

Ward 5
Carol D’Arcy 25
Alexander Frame 59
Ronald McColl 320
Alistair Mackenzie 140
Peter Semens 15
Iain Wragg 339
(turnout 36.73%) 
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The National Park Authority and key
partners involved in the new National Park
Land Use Initiative welcomed Rhona
Brankin to Loch Lomond today. The
Deputy Minister for Environment and Rural
Development helped launch the initiative
that aims to promote the conservation and
enhancement of landscape, wildlife,
biodiversity and cultural heritage within the
Loch Lomond and Trossachs National
Park. It will also encourage more integrated
use and management of land in a way that
helps support and maintain a socially and
economically sustainable working
community within the Park.
It will act as an initiator, facilitator and co-
ordinator for land management projects in
the Park; establishing a framework for land
management and work closely with land
managers on specific projects.
The Minister delivered the keynote speech
about the changing policy environment for
rural areas and the opportunities and
challenges for land managers. Speaking
about the new group, Rhona Brankin said,
“Our National Parks are a jewel in
Scotland’s crown and I am committed to
ensuring that everyone is able to enjoy this
valuable natural resource.

“It is increasingly important that we all work
together to best take advantage of the many
environmental, business and recreational
opportunities the National Parks present
us with.
“The foundations for this partnership
approach have already been laid with the
National Park Authority working closely with
Scottish Natural Heritage and the Forestry
Commission to deliver common goals.
Today we are building on that success with
the establishment of the Land Use Group.
“This is a truly stunning location which is
home to some, business to others and
recreation for many more. I hope that it
can continue to benefit Scotland’s people
for many more years to come.”
Conference Chairman, Board Member of
the National Park Authority and local
farmer, Dr Janet Beveridge said, “Land
managers, be they farmers, foresters,
sporting estate managers or
conservationists, have made a very
significant contribution to the preparation
of the National Park Plan through the Land
Use Forums. The Land Use Initiative will
take forward that work and deliver on the
ground. I very much welcome the
integrated approach being adopted.”

The Land Use Initiative Group includes
members from Loch Lomond and the
Trossachs National Park Authority,
Scottish Natural Heritage, Forestry
Commission Scotland, Scottish Executive
Environment and Rural Affairs Department,
Historic Scotland, Scottish Environmental
Protection Agency, Deer Commission
Scotland with input from Scottish
Agricultural College and Farming and
Wildlife Advisory Group.
The group is producing a work programme
for the next 3 years which will include
specific actions, such as, undertaking
training events for land managers in the
Park, a red squirrel action plan and
encouraging the uptake of specific Land
Management Contract options within the
Park.  The National Park Authority,
Scottish Natural Heritage and Forestry
Commission Scotland will also be driving
forward the Land Use Initiative by jointly
funding a Project Officer.
For more information about the National
Park Land Use Initiative, contact Grant Moir
on 01389 722613 or email
grant.moir@lochlomond-trossachs.org

Boost for Land Managers in the National Park

STRANGE BUT….
As yet another summertime grows apace,
so do the merry tales of holidaymakers’
derring-dos (doos?), and our contacts
within the tourist trade have kept us apace
with examples of such doos of derring.
One tale from this season occurred in a
tourist office in the Stirling area, not, we
hasten to add, our office in Aberfoyle.  The
said office was crowded with quite a few
people waiting at the information counter,
when a gentleman red of face, pushed his
way to the front of the queue and banged
his fist down on the counter.
“Your toilets are a disgrace!” he cried,
indignantly.
When asked to elucidate, he stormed, “I
stood for 5 minutes at your hand drier
trying to make it work.  It does not work!”
“I’m sorry sir,” cried the tourist information
officer in a reasonable tone, “But we don’t
have a hand drier.  What we do have is a
paper towel dispenser!”

Exit a slightly discomfited gentleman, to the
muted chortles of the other tourists.

From our very own Aberfoyle Tourist Office
we have a tale told by two little ladies from
Glasgow.  We must warn our readers that
this tale could be apocryphal.
Two gentlemen are walking down the
street, a little unsteady on their feet having
overindulged with the ‘gold watches’. They
halt and, in poetic mood, stare up at the
blood-red sky.  One worthy asks, “Is that
the sun setting or the moon rising?”
He paused and as his pal pondered, he
added, “Or is it the sun rising and the moon
setting?“  Their problem appears solved
when they espy a wee woman on the other
side of the street.  They make their way
across the road. “Excuse us, missus,” our
philosopher says, “Could you tell us if that’s
the sun setting and the moon rising?”

ARDSTONEARDSTONEARDSTONEARDSTONEARDSTONE
Drystone Walling, Pointing, Plastering

David Monaghan
Kinlochard
Aberfoyle
Stirling FK8 3TW Tel: 01877 387205

Mob: 07732266231

IG Painting
Interior & Exterior

Iain Glen,Aberfoyle

Tel 07737726338

“Oh son”, the wee woman says, “I’m sorry,
but I’m a stranger here myself.”

Finally, a piece from the press concerning
one gentleman of this Strath.  The following
cutting was taken from the Enterprise
Glasgow magazine:
‘Norman Quirk, Managing Director of
Glasgow’s newest radio station Sag
105.2fm, has taken on the historic role as
President of the Glasgow Chamber of
Commerce…’   Now we know that this
particular station caters for the older
listener, but to imply that its listeners sag,
well really!

01324 625624

t/a J. Brown
Coal Merchant
& Contractor
12-14 Slamannon Road
Falkirk FK1 1LG

R&C LUKE
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Concert by
KYIV CLASSIC

ACCORDION DUO
with cheese and wine

Supporting children disabled
from Chernobyl and St. Mary’s

Church
Monday 14 August, 7.30pm

St. Mary’s Church, Main Street,
Aberfoyle

Olexiy Kolomoiets and Igor Sayenko,
from the National Music Academy of
Ukraine are touring churches in the UK
to raise money for the Hippokrat
Society. Hippokrat was founded 10
years ago to help mothers and
disabled children in the Cernigiv region
of the Ukraine, 70km from the site of
the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. In the
population of 350,000, there are over
1000 disabled children. Hippokrat
seeks to provide families with food,
medicine and other support.
Olexiy and Igor are winners of
international music competitions.
They will play classical pieces and
traditional Ukrainian and Russian
music. Come and hear these talented
young musicians produce sounds
ranging from an organ to a string
quartet and enjoy cheese and wine
after the concert. Proceeds will be
split between Hippokrat and St. Mary’s
Church.
Tickets: £10 adults, £5 concessions,
£25 family ticket.
For further details or tickets – call
Karen Facey on 01360 661011 or
John Dymond on 01360 440377.
Karen Facey
Communications Team Leader, St Mary’s
Church

The next “Six Together” Praise
Evening takes place on
Sunday evening the 23rd July,
beginning with a barbeque at

5p.m. at Aberfoyle Parish Church, followed
by a Songs of Praise and you are invited
to join us.
The Aberfoyle Kirk will be open Monday
to Friday between 2pm and 4pm during
July and August for visitors and everyone
will be made very welcome any Sunday at
11.15am.
The Church Sale will be held in Church
House on Saturday 12th August with the
usual home bakes, home produce, gifts,
bric-a-brac and teas.
The Port of Menteith Church accepted
the retirement of Mrs Irene Nairn from the
post of Congregational Board Secretary.
Irene held this post for the past eleven years
which she carried out cheerfully and
conscientiously.  Mrs. Jan Simpson has
taken over this duty. Mr George Ellis finally
retired as Session Clerk/Church Officer and
odd job man around the Kirk. Having trained
six Ministers, it was finally appropriate
before a seventh needed training.

Aberfoyle and Port of Menteith Parish Church
The Port Kirk will be open between 2pm.
and 4pm Monday to Friday during July and
August for visitors and every one is
welcome to join us on a Sunday at 10am.
The Church Flower Festival will take place
on Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th August,
concluding with a “Six together Praise
Evening” at 7pm on the Sunday.
The process of planning to find a
replacement for your present minister will
begin in September before his retirement
in November.  The review able tenure period
ended in November 2005 and one of the
first considerations shall be whether there
are sufficient people keeping their promise
to worship and give regularly to their own
church to justify anyone wanting to come
here!  The answer lies in your hands.
Just in case any parents of the Aberfoyle
School children wonder why there was not
an end of term Service in the Church;
Richard Grosse and I were not invited to
conduct one. We did have a great end of
term Assembly at The Port of Menteith.
Have a great holiday break, travel safely
and return happy and healthy.
With every blessing

Rev. Danny Gibb

ABERFOYLE MEMORIAL HALL
 .....badly needs some TLC both inside and out

We are looking for volunteers to help with decorating
and gardening and desperately need a builder who
can reinstate the external windowsills for a
reasonable price.
In addition we are hoping to start a 100 Club to raise
funds for these repairs.  Members would pay £2 per
month with half the money raised being paid out as
prize money in a monthly draw and the other half
going to club funds.

If you are able to help in any way please telephone
Janet (Stewart) on 382736.

Any help is very much appreciated.
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A View from the Lodge!

(photo courtesy of John McKinley)

VW DAY
On Sunday, 4th of June, we were privileged to welcome
another classic car club to The Lodge as part of their day
out in The Trossachs. The VW Cabriolet Owners Club, GB,
formed in May 1979, and currently sitting with 350 members,
waltzed in with a collective spirit and a warm-hearted
approach that will stay in my memory for many years to
come. Although the original premise was an AGM, the group
clearly set out with fun in mind, and this was typified by the
plate attached to every vehicle, which read “Topless in The
Trossachs, 2-4 June, 2006”! (a reference to their convertible
status). The display of cars was special and unique, so
many thanks to James, Carolyn and the team for a wonderful
day. See you next year?

ENVIRONMENT DAY
This event
certainly didn’t
lack any ‘bite’, as
the first major
invasion of the season by
the dreaded midge took
place during the morning
hours, and was executed
with such military
precision, most of the
outdoor activities had to be
cancelled. With a stronger
breeze in the afternoon, the
rangers gainfully
proceeded with the Wildlife
Tracking event at 2.00
p.m. Despite a few worried looks on those brave souls booked on the walk as they
watched Katy climb into her midge ‘overcoat’, the group set off on their journey,
nonetheless, and, thankfully, returned happier for the experience.

THE BOYS ARE BACK IN TOWN!
The Lodge is particularly proud to
welcome back our resident band,
Heelster Gowdie, for another
season. This ‘happy-go-lucky’
group of individuals continue to gain
plaudits for their impressive
performances, and are deserving
of every success. A follow-up to the
highly popular initial recording ‘In
Descending Order’ is imminent,
entitled ‘On The Level ‘and there is
an opportunity to catch the new
songs as the band perform live on
the third Sunday of every month at
The Lodge, throughout the summer.

BOOKINGS FEVER!
Traditionally, the month of June proves to be one of our busiest
times of the year, and the recreation team was pushed to the limits

with the level of
enquiries for guided
walks and talks. It is to
their eternal credit that,
despite this clamour for
their services, they still
managed to find the
time to carry out their
regular duties with
regard to safety
checks, path
maintenance and litter-
picking etc. Special

mention must also be given to Jo McFarlane and her band of RSPB
volunteers who have dedicated their free time and displayed
admirable enthusiasm towards promoting our Osprey Watch.

Contact details for the club:
Keith Lanham
6 Station Road, Verwood,
Dorset BH31 7PU
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Contributions welcome.
Contact David Wilkie on
01877 382258 or email

david.wilkie@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Rangers Corner
So what am I reading about in all the papers?
Of road rage, ‘Big Brother’, and child rapers,
Of tattooed drunken hoards and Saturday night thugs,
Of knife culture and every manner of drugs,
Of learning of the trouble with Wayne Rooney’s foot,
And how ‘Corrie’ stars spend their weekends to boot;
And as the World Cup brings nationalism to the fore
Political scandals are conveniently swept under the floor;
And all those fashion writers telling you where you are going wrong
“Surely, by now, you’re going to work in a sarong?”
The diet and medical columns designed to improve your health
Only serve to scare me into thinking I am about to draw my last breath;
But there are more serious items which should cause us concern,
Matters of reality from which we should learn:
Of bombings, beheadings and the onslaught of AIDS,
Of ‘our boys flying the flag’ in Taliban raids,
Of Bush and Rice ‘fighting the good fight’-
Most likely, they are just increasing our plight;
And as they contemplate tackling the ‘miscreants’ of Iran,
Oil and trade is the underlying plan.
North Korea is also on ‘the list’ to be sure,
As they set about making the world ‘pure’.
Gas emissions are totally out of control
And, in this, especially, America displays no soul.
As their leaders are corrupt and filled with greed,
Looking after No.1 with all good speed
And their penchant for award ceremonies in all their ‘glory’
Surely contrasts sharply with Africa’s famine story;
And as our waters suffer ever more pollution
The G8 nations offer only token contribution;
Of Japan and Norway slaughtering the whale,
Of Canadians clubbing baby seals, another sad tale,
To the Chinese the cat and dog fur trade is fair game,
Problem being, they cut them alive, to their eternal shame.
In Malaysian restaurants, if your credit card is able,
You can order endangered species at the top table.
Monkey brains are a favoured delight
If you can ‘stomach’ the process of the animal’s plight.
For a hammer and knife are applied to its head
Right there in front of you, before the beast is dead (the fresher the better, right?)
As for Global Warming, which we continue to ignore
A don’t care attitude is what is in store.
As it will not affect this generation in time
(It is our sons and daughters who will feel the brunt of our crime)
And wildlife numbers will decrease in size
Becoming extinct before our very eyes.
The polar bear may well be the first casualty felt
Its hunting grounds out of reach as the ice-caps melt;
And are there none amongst you who do not think it strange
That our weather patterns are starting to change?
(In case anyone has suddenly developed amnesia
Carlisle, France, Mozambique, Grenada, New Orleans, Boscastle, Pakistan, Indonesia)
And what shield do the papers use to hide our pretence?
Soap operas and gossip columns designed to dull our every sense.
And I wonder how many of us look forward to tomorrow through page 3 in The Sun?
Or how many of us are interested in getting things done?

This Rangers Corner is dedicated to Grumpy Old Men everywhere.

The school holidays are underway, so the
Wild in the Woods weekend, in particular,
should appeal to our younger visitors.
However, there is plenty of variety in the
calendar for all ages to enjoy.

SUNDAY JULY 16th, 2.30pm
HEELSTER GOWDIE
The band continues its summer season
with its third appearance of the year. This
is a must-see event. Free, with donations
welcome.  Next date: Sunday 20th August

SATURDAY JULY 22nd/SUNDAY
JULY 23rd, 11.00am - 4.00pm
WILD IN THE WOODS
Wildlife Tracking  guided walks are
available in the afternoon of both days
along with an array of children’s activities
within The Lodge.  An 8pm guided Bat
Watch on Saturday will also include light
refreshments. Walks cost £5.00 for adults,
accompanied children under 14 go free.

MONDAY JULY 24th/TUESDAY JULY
25th, 11.00am - 4.00pm
LOMOND CRAFT ASSOCIATION
We welcome back our old friends from
Lomond Crafts for the second of four
visits this year. The Lodge is striving to
promote local talents and you could do
no worse than check out the wonderful
variety of products on display (early
Christmas presents?) Next date:
Wednesday 16th/Thursday 17th August

SATURDAY JULY 29th
CAR RALLY
This is not an advertised event, as such,
more an opportunity to enjoy one of our
now regular stop-over classic car visits.
On this day, THE IMP CLUB is in town.

MONDAY JULY 30th - SUNDAY
AUGUST 5th
WHAT’S FORESTRY ALL ABOUT?
An action-packed week on a forestry
theme. Have you ever wondered what the
Forestry Commission is up to? Now is
your chance to find out.

For more detailed information on all
events, please contact The Lodge on
01877 382258.

DML Notice Board
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A teenage runaway in north Yorkshire
might not appear to have much relevance
in Menteith, but it was the start of a
protracted hoax, which deceived even the
distinguished denizens of the late Victorian
literary world for nearly thirty years. The
teenager was Caroline
Horsfall, the second daughter
of Henry Horsfall, M.D.,
medical officer of health,
who lived in the village of
Masham. After she first ran
away she soon returned
home, but she fell out with
her father and left home for
good.  By 1878 she was to
be found in London and Paris
struggling to be an actress.
She had invented a
completely different identity
for herself, pretending to be a Chilean
orphan staying with an aunt in Paris.
  In Paris she met Don Roberto, who
eventually became the laird of Gartmore,
Robert Bontine Cunninghame Graham.
Rather curiously the couple were married
at a registry office in the Strand, London
where the bride called herself Gabrielle
de la Balmondière. The story of the
meeting of the pair in Paris, told by
Tschiffely, Don Roberto’s friend and early
biographer, involving an accidental meeting
as a result of a bolting horse, was a cock
and bull story devised by Graham to be
incapable of detailed investigation. Indeed
Graham called her “Carrie” throughout his
married life. Another biographer
Alexander Maitland hints that she may

have been a courtesan, but family sources
believe that she was a struggling actress.
Towards the end of her life Gabriela, as
she later called herself, wrote a racy novel,
partly about her marriage, which remained
unpublished.  Joseph Conrad remarked to

Graham, “I’ve been struck and
excited by your mere hint of its
subject.” Like many others
Conrad was taken in by
Gabriela. Locals must have
been surprised by her mastery
of the language, and of the
knowledge she displayed of the
flora of Flanders Moss, but they
were duped. However, in other
respects, like her husband,
Gabriela was devoted to Spain
and Spanish culture. She wrote
a notable book Saint Teresa of

Avila (1894) and enjoyed a reputation as
a painter, an essayist, a minor poet and a
translator.
Gabriela was consumptive and an
inveterate smoker, and she died at forty-
five at Hendaye in southern
France returning from a trip to
Spain. On Tuesday 18th
September, 1906 a beautifully
polished oak coffin bearing the
initials “G.C.G” was brought to
the Graham Mausoleum on the
shores of the Lake of Menteith.
It was the final appearance of
the mistress of Gartmore who
had deceived almost everyone
who was to be present at her
funeral. Her husband was to
bury her in the heart of his

The Horsfall Hoax
ancestral lands, but he was guilty of
protracted obfuscation about the very
identity of his beloved wife.  Few pay much
attention to the identity of minister at a
funeral, but, on this occasion, it was the
Reverend William Horsfall, Carrie’s
brother, who conducted it. The Stirling
Journal reported that it was “for the most
part from the English Church Service Book
and was most impressive”. On the island
of Inchmahome Rev Malcolm Maclean of
the United Free Church, Gartmore
performed the committal.  William Horsfall
was omitted from the list of mourners by
the local paper. Thus Caroline severed her
connection with her family, although Don
Roberto kept in distant touch with the
Horsfalls, but he never revealed the true
identity of his bride.
The grave is in an aisle of the ruined Priory,
one of the most splendidly situated of all
the historic monuments in Scotland. The
following inscription marks it:
“In memory of Gabriela Cunninghame
Graham of Gartmore Died at Hendaye,

France 8 September
A.D.1906. Aged 45
Los muertos abren los
ojos a los que viven”
This haunting dedication
means: “The dead open
the eyes of the living”.
It clearly reflects
Roberto’s enormous
sense of loss. Thirty
years later his remains
were laid to rest beside
her.

Luxury 7 Seater People Carrier
Airport Transfers

Local and Long Distance Hire Available
Prompt & Reliable Service

Competitive Rates
Fully Licensed & Insured

Trossachs Cab Company
Your Local Private Cab Company

Tel 01877 382108 or 07791 598925
Main Street Aberfoyle FK83UX
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The GardenThe GardenThe GardenThe GardenThe Garden
by Wellie Boot

My sincere apologies to the editorial staff
of the Strathard News for the late
submission of this article, but we had to
wait for the Chelsea Flower Show.
All gardeners await this show with eager
anticipation. It is, indeed, the highlight of
the year for gardeners; one hour of
gardening every night for a week on
television – what joy.
Watching some of the show gardens this
year, I am amazed at how many of the
plants we can grow up here; perhaps not
exactly the same plant, but we can create
the same exotic effect. The tropical gardens
with Jurassic feeling could be recreated
right here in Aberfoyle.
The huge leaves (about three feet across)
of the Gunnera manicata, standing 6ft
above the ground with their enormous
cone-like flowers, would make a wonderful
backdrop to your creation. Intersperse the
huge mottled leaves of Lysichiton
americanus (Skunk Cabbage) which follow
the great yellow spathes or flowers in early
spring, and you are well on your way to
something exotic. The umbrella leaves,
standing about 2ft above the ground, of
Peltiphyllum peltatum (I think its name has
been changed to Darmera peltata) are
delightfully architectural. They also follow
their flowers which are umbels of dainty
pink flowers standing, as the leaves, on
long stems. Under plant these with
euphorbias, the large floppy wulfenia or the
acid green of polychroma and you already
have a very verdant and almost primitive
garden. Who said we couldn’t be exciting
in Aberfoyle?
Bamboo also grows well in this area but
do be careful which variety you choose.
There is one variety taking over the village
end of Loch Ard. Unfortunately I don’t know
its name.
In among these exotic plants you could
place a piece of sculpture, an interesting
bit of wood or even a metal bird or animal
– Chelsea, eat your heart out.
Hope you enjoyed the flower show on
television and got some new ideas for your
own plot.
Happy gardening – even in the rain.
Wellie Boot
Editor’s footnote: my sincere apologies to
Wellie Boot. This article should have been
included in Issue 30 but is still pertinent
so Wellie Boot had more time to spend in
the garden this month.

I recently conducted an end of term
assembly at a local primary school. It was
held on the day before the start of eight
weeks school holiday. I told the children
that one thousand three hundred and forty
four hours would pass before they needed
to come to school again. The children were
delirious, but the same could not be said
of every parent present. I can’t think why.
If you adore holidays though, thank the
church. The word holidays is derived from
the word holydays. At one time there was
little opportunity for leisure. The only rest
that could be taken marked the observance
of holy days, festivals of the church.  Apart
from holidays at Christmas and Easter,
Whit Sunday and the following Bank
Holiday Monday was a particular favourite.
Women and girls dressed in white, and it
was often the occasion for Sunday School
outings. The Government in its wisdom put
a stop to that in 1967 by introducing plain
Spring Bank Holiday instead.
Why then the long holidays that we are
now ‘enjoying’? It was the exigencies of
wartime that first lengthened the school
summer break.  In the summer of 1915,
crops awaited harvest in the fields, but
many of the able-bodied were on wartime
service. Children were granted absence
from school to help gather the harvest. After
peace returned the holidays remained, but
not the cheap and simple means of passing
them.
What were holidays of yesteryear like? A
glance through Granny’s photo album
might give a clue, but a better source still
is my copy of the Children’s
Encyclopaedia, published in the early

1920s. It is a treasure trove of helpful hints
for beleaguered carers. Before the days of
amusement arcades and the like the only
source of entertainment at the seaside was
the beach. The first game suggested by
the book is King of the Castle. Soft sand
is piled to make a castle. A flag is placed
in the middle of the structure. Those taking
part divide into two teams, one defending,
and the other attacking the castle, with
the capture of the flag as the prize. That
done, and with the children exhausted, the
encyclopaedia suggests finding a smooth
portion of beach, so that with the aid of
pebbles, spelling and punctuation might
then be quietly practiced. Having recently
seen a notice pleading ‘no dog’s thank’s’
that seems especially sound advice.
Few though had the resources to journey
even to a local seaside resort; thus only
the most favoured could venture abroad.
For those lucky ones, the encyclopaedia
again brims with advice. The book is clearly
sceptical of strange foreign countries and
their wily natives. Strong smelling salts
seem to have been a prerequisite of any
train journey, together with small change
to bribe lazy station porters to carry your
trunks during the siesta. Foreign beds it
seems can never be trusted. On arrival at
a hotel, it is suggested a hand mirror should
be surreptitiously placed between the
sheets of the bed. If the mirror clouds, then
clearly the bed has not been aired. Finally,
warns the encyclopaedia, ink to fill your
fountain pen is best carried in a bottle
packed separately from underclothes.
Happy Holydays!

Richard Grosse

John and Rikke
would welcome you to
shop with them at the

Kinlochard Village Shop
Now open 8am-8pm daily

Post Office Services
Licensed General Store 

A variety of goods
 to surprise you!

Aberfoyle Memorial Hall
 18th August 

Presents
“An Evening Of Clairvoyance”“An Evening Of Clairvoyance”“An Evening Of Clairvoyance”“An Evening Of Clairvoyance”“An Evening Of Clairvoyance”

with
 Glasgow’s own Kai Taylor

and
Fife’s Rena Blythwood

Dont miss this rare opportunity to see both of these international
mediums demonstrate their amazing abilities.  Short talk allowing

opportunity for questions will also be included.
 Doors open 7pm. Show starts 7.30pm.
£10 tickets can be purchased at door
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The Forth and Endrick League is
already under way, and early
indications are that the team are
lacking in luck as far as results are
concerned, despite some quality
performances. A major bonus this
season has come in the shape of
jacket sponsorship from The Wee
Blether Tea Room in Kinlochard. It
is exactly this type of backing
which, in terms of increased morale,
will go a long way to improving
results. Ricky and Shona Baston
should be applauded for this
admirable gesture and their forward
thinking. So come on you couch
potatoes, get out there and support your local team. Today, tea-cups, tomorrow-silver
cups!! If anyone wishes to contribute sponsorship, help in any way, or even try out for
the team, please contact: rickygovan@hotmail.co.uk

ABERFOYLE ROB ROY F.C.

L to R: Alan More (Manager), Shona Baston, Ryan Baston, Fiona Gemmel, Dougie
Steel (Match Secretary), Ricky Govan (Club Secretary)

Milton
The twins are still talking about our recent
visit to Fairyland.
They have met the Little People many times
before, but this was the very first time that
Duke and Katrine had been deep down into
the Underworld. It was George’s first time
too. Luckily, only George’s hair turned white
with all the excitement. Perhaps the faeries
cast one of their coat-changing magic spells
on him. When we came out of the Underworld
we found that we had gone backwards in time.
Instead of it being early summer, it was
winter again - with deep snow all around! A
hare with white hair just becomes invisible,
extremely useful when playing hide-and-seek
amongst the snowdrifts.
The snow soon melted in the first heat-wave,
and George’s gorgeous white coat quickly
returned to its normal brown colour. The
only problem about going back in time is that
we all had to sit through the lessons in
school all over again, and do the same
homework. Once is quite enough, I can tell
you! The advantage was that we all got better
marks the second time round, and we all knew
the ending to several episodes of Dr. Who.
While I remember, Mr Kirk sends his very
best wishes to his parishioners in Aberfoyle,
and says he hopes to be home soon.
I simply don’t know where time goes. Already
the summer holidays are here. Even before
most of the tourists, who come from all over
the world to beautiful Strathard, have
descended upon us, we have a serious problem
with litter. So, the otters of Braeval are
going to spend a great deal of their school
holidays clearing up other people’s rubbish
- just like the Wombles of Wimbledon
Common. Before they broke-up, the pupils
of Inversnaid Primary School picked up 4kg
of litter from the roadside verges outside
the school. That works out to 320kg between
Inversnaid and Aberfoyle! The Forestry
Commission collected 80 bags of litter from
a couple of local sites in one weekend. Please
take your litter home - every last bit of it.
At the holt Grandpa Otter composts
everything he can, the rest is recycled,
except for Yellow Page telephone
directories. Now, at last, even these can be
recycled. Send all your Yellow Pages to Mrs
Carter at Inversnaid Primary School, before
22nd August, please. Between us, we will all
do our bit to protect the environment, but
I am sure that there will be plenty of time
to play and have fun, too!!
Bye for now,
Milton.

Kinlochard Lochside
open daily from 10 am
breakfast till 12 noon

Lunches
Afternoon Tea
Home Baking
Disabled Access
Ample Parking

Beautiful Lochside situation

TTTTThe he he he he WWWWWee Bee Bee Bee Bee Bletherletherletherletherlether

Tel 01877 387284

Why not stop and view
Scotland’s first weather stone!

Sailing, Canoeing, Kayaking, Fishing, Boat Hire, Mountain Biking,
Quad Biking, Off Road Driving and Safari’s, Climbing, Abseiling,
Archery, and multi-activity courses. There is a wide range of
equipment at the centre available for any activity which you wish
to pursue.

Forest Hills Watersports Centre offers a multitude
of activities to groups and individuals. Taster sessions
for beginners are available all week, while those with
more experience can benefit from further training or
simply hire one of our boats. All activities are under
the supervision of qualified staff, and all necessary
equipment can be provided for a safe and enjoyable
day, weekend or week away.

open to everybody...........with something for everyone!

FOREST HILLS WATERSPORTS CENTRE
Kinlochard, Aberfoyle, Stirlingshire FK8 3TL

Phone 01877 387 775 Email foresthills@goforth.co.uk

If you wish to take out an annual subscription please complete the information
slip and post it to: The Treasurer, Strathard News, Garrison  Cottage, Inversnaid,
FK8 3TU.
Cheques for £10 made payable to Strathard News

Name:____________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Post Code:_____________        TEl No:_________________

Date:______________________
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Aberfoyle Parish Church Guild
The Annual Sale will be held on
Saturday, 12th August, at 2pm. There
will be all the usual stalls including
Cake & Candy, Produce, Rainbow,
Books & Toys, Bric-a-brac, Plants
and Teas with home baking.
Entry is £1 (children 50p) which
includes teas.
Please come along and give the
Guild your support.

Aberfoyle Primary
and Nursery PTA

Aberfoyle Primary and Nursery PTA
would like to thank the community of
Strathard for its support at the annual
school summer sale held on June 3rd,
2006.This fun event raised a total of
£1200 which will be used to fund the
purchase of an electronic whiteboard for
the school.

BALQUHIDDER SUMMER MUSIC
This is a series of Sunday summer evening classical music concerts held in the beautiful
parish church in the heart of Rob Roy country, set among the Braes o’ Balquhidder. This is
our 21st season.
All concerts are held in Balquhidder Church at 7pm. Admission is at the door: standard £7,
concessions £6, under 15 free. Queries from the Summer Music Office (Alan Clarke) on
01877 384 338. Concert details as follows:
Sunday 16th July
Balquhidder Church at 7pm. Admission at the door, standard £7, concessions £6, under 15
free.
THISTLE BRASS
This young Glasgow-based brass quintet play an extraordinary range of music from Tudor
court music to modern jazz numbers. They are very entertaining and will make an excellent
summer evening’s music.
Sunday 23rd July
Balquhidder Church at 7pm. Admission at the door, standard £7, concessions £6, under 15
free.
JOANNA NICHOLSON (CLARINET) AND INGRID SAWERS (PIANO) These two young
musicians will play some of the finest clarinet and piano duos, including the Brahms E Flat
clarinet sonata op.120 no 2 - a late great work.
Sunday 30th July
Balquhidder Church at 7pm. Admission at the door, standard £7, concessions £6, under 15
free.
ROBIN COLVILL (PIANO) AND KIM COLVILL (NARRATOR) A welcome return for Robin and
Kim to Balquhidder. They will present the life of Edvard Grieg through his piano music and
his letters and correspondence. As in their previous Chopin concert, this winning combination
of talent will be both interesting and enlightening, and well worth coming to listen to.

Thank you
Christian Aid 14th-20th May

“We believe in life before death.”
Thank you to those people who
helped raise money by giving and
collecting. This year Aberfoyle Area
made a grand total of £2111.97

On Friday 30th June 21 kids and 3
adults from Aberfoyle Youth Club
departed for the 3rd annual trip to
Dalguise Activity Centre. The
centre offers lots of outdoor ac-
tivities such as abseiling and raft
building that build on the
childrens self-confidence and
team building skills. The trip (and
the weekly Youth Club Sessions)
could not take place without the
dedication of the Youth Leaders
Sharon Johnston, Alex Archibald
and Callum MacKenzie, so a big
thank you to them.

Aberfoyle Activities Group PGL Trip

 

available for horses 
Stabling possible 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kirkton Farm 
Aberfoyle 

Tel: 01877 382 316 

 

Aberfoyle Roofing
slating, tiling

flat roof specialist
ALL ROOF WORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01877 382645
Mobile: 07739690196

Inversnaid Primary School is
collecting old Yellow Pages. These can
be left at Kinlochard Shop or deposited
in the collection bin at the school
entrance.
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These pictures were all taken at the same spot on Loch Chon a couple of weeks
ago.This is within a field enclosing livestock. The fencing wires had also been cut,
not for the first time either.  The photographs typify the shores of the accessible
areas: litter, broken glass, hacked trees and burnt out trunks of ancient oaks.
It appears to be mainly the fishermen who behave in this way judging by the
amount of lures and nylon left lying about the same area.
Clearly something has to be done before the very nature of the area, namely its
beauty and tranquility, is destroyed by a  mindless minority.

Shame on you, Fishermen!

Photos courtesy of Andre Goulancourt
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Have you seen the changes on your own doorstep?
The transformation needs to be seen to be believed!

The  Rob Roy Hotel
Why not come and try the all new bar menu, lots of favourites with the odd twist.
We pride ourselves on making as much as we can in-house with local produce.

Open every day, serving food till 8.45pm
Steven Bundy our Head Chef and his team are producing some superb four course dinners in our non smoking Green Room
Restaurant and from only £16.95 plus Tea & Coffee you can always find a “special occasion” to save you from the washing
up.
We also specialize in “Fair Trade” Teas and Coffees which you could always combine with some home baking.
So come on in and have a look at what we’ve done and add us to your list of regular haunts. We will be very glad to welcome
you.

Tel: 01877 382245 Fax: 01877 382262
Aberfoyle, Stirlingshire, FK8 3UX

Loch Ard Local History Group
The Local History Group has announced its programme for the 2006/07 season.
Meetings are usually held in the Kinlochard Village Hall on the first Monday of the
month. This year there are two exceptions. In October the group are holding a joint
meeting with Gartmore in the Memorial Hall, Aberfoyle. In January the meeting is on
the second Monday of the month. Subscriptions are £10 with a charge for single
meetings of £4.
The first topic is the history of radium. Useful as radium has been, processing it at
Balloch and in Stirling and elsewhere has left problems. Radium has an intriguing
history, which will be told by the local author of a fascinating recent book. The
second meeting brings one of the National Park’s most famous literary characters to
Aberfoyle. Para Handy’s midges were found in Arrochar, but they bite just as
tenaciously in Aberfoyle. November’s meeting will deal with the geology and mining
history of the area. It is said that Andreas de Ferrara made broadswords from locally
smelted iron ore, and gold from above Blairuskinmore once paid rent due to Montrose.
In December Provost O’Brien will tell the story of Wallace’s sword.
After Christmas various speakers, including Alan Cooper, will recall Aberfoyle during
the War. In February Ian McCrorie will speak about Caledonian MacBrayne. Many
residents may have seen “Broch Lubnaig” the modern broch being built at Strathyre.
In March the leader of this unique experiment, Irwin Campbell, will explain. The
indoor programme concludes in April with the history of Drumlean related by Marjory
Brown who was brought up there.   Further Information: Louis Stott 01877 382784

Loch Ard Local History Group
PROGRAMME 2006/07

4th September 2006
David I Harvie: Deadly Sunshine
 Lecture to be followed by the Group’s AGM

2nd October 2006
Brian Osbornne and Ronnie Armstrong:
 An Evening With Para Handy

6th November 2006
Dr Geoff Tanner:  A New Perspective On The
Geology And Mining History Of The Area
Around Aberfoyle

4th December 2006
Provost Colin O’Brien: William Wallace: A
Stirling Connection

8th January 2007
Various Speakers:  Aberfoyle During The War

5th February 2007
Ian McCrorie: Caledonian Macbrayne

5th March 2007
Irwin Campbell:  All About Brochs

2nd April 2007
Marjory Brown: Some Very Local History

Mondays at 7.30 pm
 Usually in Kinlochard Village Hall

Subscription £10  Single Meetings £4

Naked Rambler Reaches
Strathard
One Sunday morning in June, a resident
of Strathard was driving quietly down the
B829 to collect the papers when, lo and
behold, thumbing a lift, a completely
naked man - not even wearing a pair of
socks. Being at the wheel of his wife’s
car, fitted with nice leather seats, the
local hero drove on.  Where, one
wonders, were the infamous Strathard
midges that morning?

Punjabi Cookery Courses
Mrs Yasmin McDonagh has set up a
new business called Scotia Spice in
Balfron. Yasmin teaches people how to
combine exotic spices with local
ingredients and make authentic Punjabi
meals at home. The courses are
suitable for anyone either new to
cooking Punjabi food, a dab hand
wanting to expand their repertoire, or
just love curry. Further information from
Mrs Yasmin McDonagh 01360 449399.
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As the warm and sunny
weather continues, RSPB

Scotland is urging people to spare a thought
for our feathered friends as the hedge-
trimming and gardening season gets under
way.
Staff at the organisation’s offices and
nature reserves across the country have
received dozens of calls in recent days from
concerned Scots who have come across
nests and young chicks in their gardens.
Of more concern to RSPB staff has been
a small number of reported cases of
residents apparently removing the nests
of birds such as house martins – a regular
summer visitor from Africa, who build small
mud-brick nests below the eaves of
houses.
Tom Marshall from the RSPB’s Glasgow
office says that wild birds have more
protection than many people might expect:
“As is often the case at this time of year
we are getting calls from people who have
found young chicks or nests in their
gardens – often during that first venture
into the backyard for the summer tidy-up.
What folk may not realise is that all wild
bird nests are protected by law – however
obscure or awkward the location may be,
from a traffic light to the top of your
compost heap”

TIDY GARDENS MAY BE BAD NEWS FOR BIRDS
Gardeners urged to remember legal protection for nesting birds

“Most of our small garden birds have brief
breeding seasons, with species such as
blue tits and robins taking just a couple
of weeks to fledge once the eggs have
hatched, and we would urge people to be
patient and hold back on jobs such as
hedge-trimming until the birds have left”
Although many people accidentally come
across nesting birds during regular
gardening tasks, the current laws
protecting wild birds state that ‘reckless’
damage to an active wild bird’s nest is still
an offence, which could then be
investigated by a police Wildlife Crime
Officer.
Mr Marshall highlighted that cases involving
birds nesting among houses could be
especially concerning:
“Species such as house martins and
swallows have been building nests upon
our houses and flats for hundreds of years,
and put weeks of effort every year into their
intricate mud structures – so it is especially
distressing when we hear of people
purposely removing these nests because
of the noise or a few droppings. For a wee
bird that has travelled thousands of miles
from Africa, a few weeks nesting beneath
your eaves seems a small price to ask”

The RSPB recommends that anyone
finding young birds or nests in their garden
should leave them as they are, and not try
to rescue chicks or feed them as the
parent birds are often close-by. Anyone
finding a clearly injured or sick wild bird
should contact the SSPCA on 0870
7377722 or their local wildlife rescue
centre.
You can find more information on birds and
their legal protection by visiting
www.rspb.org.uk/policy/wildbirdslaw or
calling the RSPB Regional Office on 0141
331 0993.

It’s enough to get a new mum’s feathers
in a flap. In an unusual feat, the first two of
three osprey eggs in a “Big Brother” nest
near Aberfoyle in the Trossachs have
hatched within 24 hours of each other.
The first hatched on Monday 5 June, to
the delight of visitors and staff at the David
Marshall Lodge visitor centre, where
visitors can watch the ospreys through a
live CCTV link.
And in a follow-up unusual for its speed,
the second hatched on Tuesday 6 June,
barely 24 hours later. Osprey chicks in the
same nest usually hatch between one and
three days apart from one another
The remaining egg of the three in the nest
is believed due to hatch on Friday, June 9
- if the usual pattern of osprey hatchings
is resumed, that is!

Staff from Forestry Commission
Scotland and RSPB Scotland, and
members of the public who have been
following the osprey developments,
were able to see intimate moments via
the CCTV footage of the young chicks
being gently fed fish by their mother.
Jo McFarlane, osprey information
officer for the joint RSPB/Commission
viewing centre near Aberfoyle, said:
“From now on, we can expect to see
a great deal of activity at the nest,
and local people as well as visitors
to the Trossachs will have
something well worth coming to
see. The parent birds are really
busy just now, and there’s lots of
to-ing and fro-ing from the nest.
The camera also monitors a
buzzard nest and a great tit nest,
where there are eight eggs about
to hatch, so it’s a great time to
visit our centre.”
For more information about the
Aberfoyle ospreys, log on to
w w w . f o r e s t r y . g o v . u k /
aberfoyleospreys or call the Lodge
on 01877 382258

FIRST TROSSACHS OSPREY CHICKS HATCH IN UNUSUAL EVENT
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A CRYPTIC FLOWER QUIZ
Example:
The French follow some of this instrument……………………………..VIOLET

1. A wet, cold and quiet fall……………………………………………..
2. A well-known shoe polish…………………………………………
3. Quicken the water supply…………………………………………..
4. The elusive one………………………………………………………
5. Fifty are not down and not out………………………………………
6. Scorching card game…………………………………………………..
7. Need a hand cover to follow this animal…………………………….
8. While mixing, I put fifty in the centre………………………………..
9. Does the herd give cheek?...................................................................
10. Thanks were given to Mr. Atlee – initially back in Spain……………
11. Do we all follow the frog’s call………………………………………..
12. The science department and the Mothers’ Union in reverse contain the

vase…………………………………………………………………........

Answers on back page.

sponsored by Forth Inn

Baked Whole Lake of Menteith Trout “en
Papillote”

Ingredients:

1 Whole Trout
Mixed Herbs - basil, Chives & Tarragon
1 Shallot, Finley Chopped
2floz White Wine
Salt and White Pepper
1/2oz Butter

Method:

Lay a sheet of tin foil with a sheet of
greaseproof on top.
Lay the fish in the middle, open the belly
and fill with the ingredients
Fold the paper and foil over and scrunch
the edges air tight all the way round to
make a semi circle.
Place on a baking tray and bake in a hot
oven 220c for approx 25 mins
Open the paper take the trout out and
pour the juices over

Forth Inn Events Diary

Main Street, AberfoyleFK8 3UQ
Tel: 01877 382 372

E-mail: Phil@ForthInn.com

“Tuesday Nights are 
Pool Competition Nights ! “

Start Time 9pm  
“FREE Pies” for all Players

.
15th July -  Karaoke starts 9pm

30th  July - Charity Quiz Night in the
Wallace Bar starts at 9.00pm ( come
and test your brain cells !!!!!)   In aid of
Margaret Bradshaw  and The Anthony
Nolan Trust. Margaret is a resident of
Aberfoyle turning 75 this year and is
going to walk the 15 mile Trossachs Trek
in September.
 
12th August  - Karaoke Starts 9pm in
the Wallace Bar
 
20th August - Quiz Night in the Wallace
Bar @ 9.00p

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Forth Inn News
Tris & Diane from The Forth Inn
and sister Jackie from
Wiltshire joined 8,000 other
participants in their BRAS!! for
the 1st ever Edinburgh
MOONWALK in aid of breast
cancer.
The walk was 26.3 miles and
began at midnight on Saturday
24th June.
The girls had a TERRIFIC time
and are now fully recovered and
would like to THANK everyone
at The Forth Inn and Beyond for
their support and sponsorship.
A Special Thanks goes to Algie
(Alan Irvine) from Tris and Diane
for all his coaching and support.

Cookery Demonstration
On Thursday 17th August, The Saffron
Restaurant in Balfron is holding an
Indian cookery demonstration, with dinner
provided, to help raise funds for the Balfron
Nursery Garden project. Tickets cost £18
each and are available from the Saffron
Restaurant (01360 440505) and the
Nursery.
 

Aberfoyle Crop Squares!

Tel: 01877 387202
Mob: 07803 615924

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

woodland & timber services
tree surgery

firewood
fencing

chemical spraying

Forthvale
Contractors

Reply to letter Issue 30:
The only property in the
area owned by the Catholic
Church (until recently) is
at Auchentroig.

Would you like to meet
similarly minded people ?

Walking * * * * * Golfing ***** Wine Clubs

The Forth Inn are activly trying to start the above
groups/clubs. If you are interested and would like
more information please e-mail Phil@forthinn.com or
call into The Forth Inn and speak to Diane.
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LOW INCOME?
If you are on a low income, you may
be due Housing Benefit or Council Tax
Benefit to help towards paying your
Rent or Council Tax.

How we work out your Benefit?
We need to ask what money you (and
your partner) have coming in, as well
as savings.  We also need to ask
about your other circumstances, such
as your age and whether anyone else
lives with you.

How do I claim?
It’s easy to apply; just phone 01786
443210 and we will help you or you can
ask at your local Council Office.  If you
are house-bound we can arrange for
one of our visiting officers to visit you
at home.

If you have applied before but did not
qualify, please call us again because
Rent and Council Tax increases and
changes to the benefits system may
mean that you are now due benefit.

If you want to claim Pension Credit,
Income Support or Jobseeker ’s
Allowance please ask at your local
Jobcentre, Social Security Office or
The Pension Service, or visit the
Department for Work and Pensions
website at www.dwp.gov.uk

PAYING YOUR RENT OR
COUNCIL TAX
It’s now even easier for you to make a
payment over the phone!  Simply dial
0845 277 7000, at a time that suits
you, and tell the Adviser that you want
to make a payment.  You can also pay
online at www.stirling.gov.uk.

Alternatively paying by Direct Debit
would save you having to phone every
month and it makes sure that all your
payments are made on time.  We
collect Direct Debit instalments on
lots of different dates to fit in with when
you get your pay or pension.  If you
don’t pay by Direct Debit you have to
pay your instalments by the 15th of
each month starting in April and
ending in January.

If Direct Debit would suit you please
phone Customer Services (01786)
443210 with your bank details and we
can arrange it over the phone.  If you
don’t have a bank account, we can tell
you how to easily open one.

 0845 277 7000
To make apayment over the
phone

 01786 443210 - For more
information & to sign up to
Direct Debit

Stirling Council
Viewforth

Stirling
FK8 2ET

0845 277 7000
info@stirling.gov.uk
www.stirling.gov.uk

If you want to talk about your
Council Tax, Rent or Benefits
please contact Customer
Services:-

Telephone:
(01786) 443210

E-mail:
finservices@stirling.gov.uk

Or write to:
Customer Services
Stirling Council,
Viewforth,
Stirling,
FK8 2ET

Minicom:
(01786) 464599 (if you
are hard of hearing)

IMPORTANT
Information for

Advertisers
When you place an advert with
the Strathard News we will con-
tinue to run it unless you tell us
to stop or replace it.

To place/cancel an advert
contact

Ian Marshall on 01877 382211
To alter an advert contact

Marion Back on 01877 386222

Advertising Costs
40mm x 37mm £5
40mm x 75mm £10
75mm x 75mm £20
152mm x 40mm £20
190mm x 190mm £30 Trossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet Cleaning

ServicesServicesServicesServicesServices
Trossachs Carpet Cleaning Services is an
upholstery and carpet cleaner service
offering services throughout Aberfoyle and
the Trossachs. The services we offer include:

Special and contract cleaning services
Spray extraction and upholstering cleaning services

SPECIAL CLEANING TECHNIQUES
COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC CLEANING

Spray extraction and spray cleaning are the most effective
ways of carrying out upholstery and carpet cleaner services.
This specialist style of cleaning consists of spraying a
cleaning agent into the carpet or upholstery which is then
instantly extracted again leaving it clean.

 For more information on the services we have to
offer please do not hesitate to contact us now on

01877-382530

1. Snowdrop 2. Cherry Blossom 3. Speedwell 4. Pimpernel 5. Lupin 6. Red Hot Poker 7. Foxglove 8.Tulip
9. Cowslip 10. Clematis 11. Crocus 12. Laburnum Cryptic Flower Quiz Answers:

2006 Deadline Dates
Issue 32 20th August
Issue 33 1st October
Issue 34 12 November  (xmas issue)


