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It appears that Stirling Council are set to dispose of Kinlochard
Village School on the property market with an asking price
around £90,000  - this price taking into account the seriously
dilapidated state of the building.
The school was built by the Joynson family and presented to
the community for use as a school in l870.  By 1873 there
were over 30 pupils enrolled. In l930, the then Perth & Kinross
County Council took over the school and the property was
conveyed to them for £400. 
Commenting on the proposed “disposal” of the property,
Fergus Wood, Chairman of the Kinlochard Village Hall
Committee said, “When the Education Department of the
Council decided to close  the school they swept away one of
the pillars that holds our community together. Having done
that, the least they could do is to pass the proceeds of the
sale to our community to help us develop and enhance the
village hall which, along with our village shop, plays a vital
role in binding the community – young and old alike - together. 
The Council may argue that they have no legal obligation to
do this – but the moral obligation is glaringly obvious.  As the
school sits on a prime site, I suspect it will attract substantially
greater bids than the asking price. Our Provost himself
represents a rural ward and claims to have rural interests very
much to heart – let’s see if his fellow councillors share this
view.”
Kinlochard Village Hall Committee have planning permission
to build an extension to the hall, have raised substantial
moneys towards this project and are currently in discussion
with various  funders including the National Lottery, to take
the project forward.

COUNCIL SET TO SELL
KINLOCHARD SCHOOL

On Tuesday 21st November, Morna Ferguson from Aberfoyle
was astonished to find herself the centre of attention at the
Annual Review of Girlguiding West Lanarkshire.  Once the
business was completed she was awarded the Silver Fish.
This is the highest award in the Girl Guiding UK. It is awarded
for outstanding service to the movement and there are only 5
recipients in Scotland at present. It not only recognises her
outstanding service to Guiding in this country but also her
achievements in establishing close links with the movement
in Ghana.
She joins an elite list: one of the first people to receive this
award was Olave, Lady Baden Powell in 1918.
Well done, Morna! You deserve it.

Well Done, Morna!

Aberfoyle Kirk:  Watch Night Service at 11.30pm
Port of Menteith: Service at 7pm
St Mary’s:  Midnight Mass celebrated at 11.30pm

Church Services
24th December

Silver jewellery and ladies’ bags
 in fabulous colours and fabrics

Open 8 am – 8 pm
Tel: 01877 387 284

Ideal for this year’s Christmas
parties and for gifts

B

Kinlochard Village Shop
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Braeval Antiques
Aberfoyle

Tel. 01877 382400
Mobile 0781 4405975

Ask for Andrew

Braeval Old Mill, Braeval,
Nr Aberfoyle, Stirling. FK8 3UY

I have been involved in the antiques business on a part-time
basis for the past forty years and am passionate about my work.
Since retiring from the hospitality business I am now involved
on a full-time basis and would, therefore, be delighted to help,
to the best of my ability and knowledge, in the following areas:

1. Free valuations for insurance (without prejudice)
2. Valuations for probate (without prejudice) cost 2.5 %

of valuation
3. To help and advise on a) antiques repairs b) antiques

restoration c) antiques maintenance
4. Help and advice on selling your antiques by auction
5. The location and purchase of that rare item you have

always promised yourself
6. I purchase individual items
7. I purchase complete estate or house contents

Every contact is made with total discretion, confidentiality and
courtesy, at a time to suit the client.  Properties cleared will be
left secure, swept and tidy.

Macmillan Nurses
Cancer Relief

The Coffee Morning held in the
Aberfoyle Medical Centre on the 29th

September in aid of the above, raised
the magnificent sum of £680.00
The Medical Garden Committee would
like to thank all those who so
generously donated gifts of money,
baking and raffle prizes and all who
came to support us on the day of the
Coffee Morning.
Our special thanks to the ladies in the
surgery who sold raffle tickets for two
weeks and all who were there on Friday
to help with teas, the baking stall and
raffle.

Christmas
Christmas countdown has begun.
We’re obliged to join the fun.
Now’s the season to be jolly:
Come ye faithful – spend your lolly.
“Silent Night” for ever more
Blaring out in every store.
Ev’ry year our precious nearest
 Do become by far the dearest.
Youngsters want a video game,
Father too – not quite the same!
Aunt and uncle are quite safe:
Talcum powder, after shave!
Christmas bells are ding-a-linging?
No! The tills are madly ringing.
Of all we may receive or give
How materialistically we live;
Lucky are those who reminisce:
Once Christmas time meant joy and bliss!
Sigrid

Aberfoyle and Buchlyvie
Medical Centres are
updating their Practice
Information booklet and are
looking for someone to design a
new front cover.
Entries should be in colour and on A5
paper with your name, address and age
on the back.
Drawings should be sent to Sandra Garvie,
9 Cayzer Court, Gartmore or, alternatively,
handed in to either Aberfoyle or Buchlyvie
Medical Centres before Friday 15
December 2006.
There will be a prize for the winning entry.
So go on – get your felt pens and crayons
out now!

Calling all Artists of School Age
It’s Competition Time!

Our local band released their new album, “The Dashing White
Sergeant” last month on the Scotdisc label. Copies of the CD
are available at the Scottish Wool Centre.  Some of you may
have seen the adverts for the album on STV. This is their fourth
album and commemorates 10 years of the band. Their last
album, “Strip the Willow” won a Silver Disc from the Scottish
Music Industry in 2002. They also recorded a very successful
video, “The Heart of Scotland” with the late Bill McCue and Ron
Gonella(fiddle) which is about to go onto DVD. This was filmed
entirely in the National Park.
The band, which represented Scotland at the Millenium
Celebrations in the Epcot Centre, Disneyworld, Orlando, Florida
have been all over the world, including tours throughout the
U.S.A., India, Egypt, Singapore, New Zealand, Finland,
Portugal, Belgium, Ireland, and the Czech Republic. It is off to
New York for a gig in December but will be back in time to play
at the Ne’erday gig in their home base of Kinlochard at the village hall.  Local players include Tommy Walker (accordion), Neil
Ferguson (fiddle), and Fergus Wood (drums).  Eilidh Campbell is currently living in Halifax, Canada and sadly, Sinclair Little
(pipes/guitar) passed away a few years ago. Other regular players include John Burns (accordion), Stuart Cameron(accordion),
and Alastair McPhail (accordion and keyboards).     

KINLOCHARD CEILIDH BAND LAUNCH NEW ALBUM
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Ok. Someone in Aberfoyle doesn’t like me
having a quiet week- end…
Still in the dressing gown, Sunday
morning, the day the clocks went back,
making a dozy-headed
cup of tea in the kitchen,
I was suddenly thrown
into consternation by the
sight of a collection of
mini-buses at the top of
the drive, and a group of
people striding
purposefully down to the
house.
Racing upstairs to dress,
I hissed, “John! John!
Crowds of people coming
to the door!!”  … Belting back downstairs,
sporting an interesting collection of random
garments, I made it to the door just in time
for the knock. There followed the usual
exchange of pleasantries... ”Good
morning… yes… I see… could you wait a
moment while I consult my husband?..
Charging indoors again, I collided with a
hastily-dressed John at the top of the
stairs. “Who is it?” he asked.
“Well dear,” I said “It’s.. er, ..it’s the
Netherlands Army!”

So began our brief and interesting
acquaintance with Sergeant Fred Franken,
who, with his two able helpers, Sergeant
Major Theo de Haas and Staff Sergeant
Age Muhl had just led a group of

servicemen
from the
Netherlands
A u x i l i a r y
Forces on a
m a r c h
c r o s s -
country from
Inverarnan at
Ardlui, down
the east side
of Loch

Lomond to Rowardennan, and across to
Aberfoyle, where they wished to camp for
the night.
But this was no one-off excursion. Every
year Sergeant Fred organises marches
across different areas of Scotland, a
recreational venture which has obviously
proved very popular, as this is their tenth
year, having previously covered Caithness,
Wester Ross, Speyside, the West
Highland Way and the Grampians,
camping in the mountains or in fields, with

It’s never dull at The Kirkton!

The Kirkton Farm
Aberfoyle

01877 382316

DIY/Grass Livery
available

a maximum so far of 45 participants. It is
open to servicemen across the board,
Army, Navy and Air Force. This year for
the first time they have a member of the
cavalry division with them, but without the
horse. He has to walk like everyone else.
Having marched all the way from Ardlui,
they camped overnight here at the Kirkton,
then set off for Comrie via Callander. After
that they were trekking through Glen
Almond, up to Aberfeldy, and finishing up
on the shores of Loch Tummel. All in the
space of a week! It was very interesting to
meet them, and to hear the stories of their
experiences in all the different areas. Next
year they plan to march from Fort William
to Blair Atholl.
So, to whoever it is in Aberfoyle that keeps
recommending our comfortable fields -
please don’t stop! Life is never dull!

Toto McLellan
PS  Don’t forget the year’s most important
event in the Manse Road field – The Aberfoyle
Gala next summer, being brought back to life
by the determination and hard work of David
Wilkie and his team. Please give them your
support.

TheTheTheTheThe
ClachanClachanClachanClachanClachan
HotelHotelHotelHotelHotel

Tel: 01877382216

Restaurant Opening Times
Mon – Friday 12.00 – 3.30pm & 6.00 – 9.30pm
      Sat & Sun 12.00 – 4.30pm & 17.30 – 9.30pm

Main St. Aberfoyle

Free Mini Bus pick up and drop off Service

Trossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet Cleaning
ServicesServicesServicesServicesServices

Trossachs Carpet Cleaning Services is an
upholstery and carpet cleaner service
offering services throughout Aberfoyle and
the Trossachs. The services we offer include:

Special and contract cleaning services
Spray extraction and upholstering cleaning services

SPECIAL CLEANING TECHNIQUES
COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC CLEANING

Spray extraction and spray cleaning are the most effective
ways of carrying out upholstery and carpet cleaner services.
This specialist style of cleaning consists of spraying a
cleaning agent into the carpet or upholstery which is then
instantly extracted again leaving it clean.

 For more information on the services we have to
offer please do not hesitate to contact us now on

01877-382530

THE PAINTED BOXES OF
ABERFOYLE
Has anyone noticed, by chance, the bright,
painted collection boxes for the Strathard
News which are scattered at shopping and
leisure outlets throughout the length and
breadth of Strathard?  Well, okay, maybe
just the length at the moment but these
are early days.  Who knows, in the not
too far future we might see the boxes the
width of the Strath as well.
And some of them really are works of art,
with contributions by local residents,
schoolchildren and the occasional foreign
visitor.  The good news is that there are
still quite a few of these boxes to be
decorated, so if you feel you have
something to contribute, feel free to
contact a committee member and you will
get one sent out to you.  And then you will
be on the box!

Six very happy and interesting
years have flown past in both
parishes.  Nancy and I have
enjoyed the support and
friendship made over the years.
We wish to thank everyone for

their generous contributions to our
retirement gifts.  Our gratitude goes
to Linna and company from the Port Kirk
who organised Wednesday the 15th
November at the Golf Club and Janet and
company who organised Saturday 18th
at the Memorial Hall.  We certainly won’t
forget our time spent at Aberfoyle and the
Port Kirks.
The Rev Gordon MacRae is Interim
Moderator and can be contacted on 01786
870229 for any pastoral matters.
The Rev James Brown has kindly agreed
to conduct Sunday Worship in both
churches during the vacancy.
The Watch night Service at the Port
Kirk begins at 7pm on the 24th December
and 11.30pm in Aberfoyle Church.
May we once again thank you all for your
support, friendship and wonderful gifts and
may we also wish a Peaceful and Happy
Christmas and a Healthy and Prosperous
New Year to you all with every blessing.

Danny and Nancy Gibb

Aberfoyle and
Port of Menteith Churches
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Aberfoyle Roofing
slating, tiling

flat roof specialist
ALL ROOF WORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01877 382645
Mobile: 07739690196

Massage Therapy
eases muscular aches and pains

Sports Massage
Relaxation

Mobile service available
Call: 01877 382632

or 07765570503

Angela Mudge
Dip Sports M, MSMA, SMTO

A number of remarkable and historical
trees found in Stirling have been included
in the new “Heritage Trees of Scotland”
book, produced by Forestry Commission
Scotland and the Tree Council.
The trees featured across Scotland may
be some of the most attractive, oldest,
rarest, tallest, widest and weirdest around,
many with fascinating historical stories
behind them.   In total, over a 130 trees
have been nominated by the public for a
place within the book.
Some of the special trees found in Stirling
include: an ancient and twisty sessile oak
with three iron hoops around its trunk,
which in times of old were used to chain
up petty criminals for public humiliation;
an incredible layering yew tree in the private
grounds of Broich House near Kippen;
three heavily gnarled sweet chestnuts
radiating from Inchmahome Priory; the
‘Poker Tree’ in Aberfoyle which has distant
connections to Rob Roy MacGregor; an
old sycamore in Brig o’ Turk which is
reputed to have “absorbed” metal objects
left there by a blacksmith many years ago

Stirling’s Trees Celebrated In New Book
and; the popular ‘Fairy Tree’ on Doon Hill
near Aberfoyle which Reverend Robert Kirk,
a respected minister in the parish, was
w h i s k e d
away to
fairyland for
divulging his
secrets of the
fairy kingdom
on Doon Hill.
Most of the
trees in the
book are
accessible to
the public,
and some are
in rural areas which are more dependent
on visitors to help their local economies.
The book aims to promote the importance
of these treasures, but hopefully its
publication could also stimulate more
people to go and see them.
The book was written by East Lothian
woodland consultant and Heritage Trees
project officer Donald Rodger, who is an
authority on Scotland’s heritage and

veteran trees, Jon Stokes of the Tree
Council and James Ogilvie of Forestry
Commission Scotland, who is chairman of

the Heritage Trees
initiative.  Most of the
photographs were taken
by well-known tree and
nature photographers
Archie Miles and Edward
Parker.
The book costs £19.99
and is available from
leading booksellers or by
mail order from Forestry
C o m m i s s i o n
Publications, P.O. Box

25, Wetherby, West Yorkshire LS23 7EW;
telephone: 0870 121 4180; fax: 0870 121
4181; e-mail: forestry@twoten.press.net.
Cheques, made payable to the Forestry
Commission, should be included with mail
orders.
A sample of the trees featured in the book
are featured on the website
www.forestry.gov.uk/heritagetreesscotland.

GARAGE WORKSHOP

Mot’s while you wait, Mon-Sat
Car and Bus Servicing, Tyres,
 Exhausts, & General Repairs.

ABERFOYLE MOTORS Ltd
Main Street, Aberfoyle, FK8 3UG

Tel: 01877 382 341/342

Have you seen the changes on your own doorstep?
The transformation needs to be seen to be believed!

The  Rob Roy Hotel
Why not come and try the all new bar menu, lots of favourites with the odd twist.
We pride ourselves on making as much as we can in-house with local produce.

Open every day, serving food till 8.45pm
Steven Bundy our Head Chef and his team are producing some superb four course dinners in our non smoking Green Room
Restaurant and from only £16.95 plus Tea & Coffee you can always find a “special occasion” to save you from the washing up.
We also specialize in “Fair Trade” Teas and Coffees which you could always combine with some home baking.
So come on in and have a look at what we’ve done and add us to your list of regular haunts. We will be very glad to welcome you.

Tel: 01877 382245 Fax: 01877 382262
Aberfoyle, Stirlingshire, FK8 3UX
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Strathard Community Council meets on
the 1st Thursday of the month, alternat-
ing between Aberfoyle Memorial Hall,
Kinlochard Village Hall and Inversnaid
Primary School.
The next meeting is at 7.30 pm on Thurs-
day  7th December in Inversnaid Primary

Promising to try and keep this brief this
month – partly because we’re all so
busy leading up to Christmas, but if
truth be told, mostly because once
again I’m late with my ‘piece,’ and the
editorial staff are always very patient
with me missing deadlines. (Sorry
Margaret!)
We appear to still have a Community
Council - which is good to know -
although as ever we are
one Kinlochard member
short. No change in
Aberfoyle; members are
Paul Owens, John Clow,
John Fraser and myself;
Kinlochard is now represented by
Maureen Campbell, Fiona McEwan
and Sue Russell; and no change in
Inversnaid; welcome back Andre
Goulancourt, Scott Provan and Ralph
Wolfe. Thanks to everyone who
agreed to carry on, welcome to our
new recruits, and thank you to retiring
members, Norman Quirk and Frances
Wood.
On the planning front you might have
heard by now that the Forest Hills
application was approved, with the
financial contribution going towards a
footpath as proposed. We are still
investigating the possibility of diverting
the money to a more popular use, but
it might not be possible. We haven’t
given up though!
I think everyone knows that the
Planning Committee recently refused
Stirling Council’s application to replace
the Horsa Hut, after having a site visit
to look at the situation for themselves.
Whilst we are glad that they agreed

with us that this wasn’t the right
solution for the site, it is stil l
desperately sad that after two years it
has still not been possible to achieve
a new nursery and classroom for our
children. Thank you to everyone,
parents, grandparents and former
pupils for the support and
encouragement shown to the School
Board and myself during the planning

process. We will continue to try
and get it right with your backing.
Inversnaid Primary was also in
the news recently, as its future
was under review, along with
several other similar sized

schools. Director of Childrens’
Services, David Cameron traveled out
to Inversnaid to meet with parents and
staff, who were all reassured to hear
that so long as they are happy with
the status quo, there are no plans for
changes at present. He has also
agreed to approach the roads
department regarding gritting, since
Inversnaid Primary is the only school
in the whole of Stirling which isn’t on
the priority list for winter maintenance.
And finally… it just remains for me to
wish all residents of Strathard, from
your Community Council, a very
Happy Christmas and a prosperous
New Year!

Ros

COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Emergency Interpreters Required.

Further to the Strathard Community
Trust’s request in October’s issue we
are pleased to report that there has
been an encouraging response for
emergency interpteters. We now have
volunteers to interpret the following
languages. German, French, Spanish,
Swedish, Norwegian, Danish, Russian
and Polish. If you can or you know of
someone who can add to this list we
would be delighted to hear from you.
We need as many volunteers as
possible in each language as one
interpreter for a particular language
may not always be available. We are
particularly interested in hearing from
anyone who can interpret Italian,
Japanese, Chinese and any other
language not already mentioned.
Please contact Ian Marshall on
01877382211

GIFTS OF QUALITY WITH A HINT OF MAGICAL FANTASY

T-Shirts – from The Mountain Designer ranges of the
Fantasy World and the Animal Kingdom

Gift items, Jewellery and Statues (some limited editions)
with a mystical and fantasy theme

Books, Art and Cards for children and adults including
a publication based on the Rev Kirk’s legendary works on

the ‘Secret Lives of Elves and Fairies’

We also stock items to spoil your favourite pet; including
toys, high quality leads, collars and harnesses.

Special orders taken for food and other pet accessories.
For advice call and ask for June

Tel:  01877 382101 or email: radeltd@btconnect.com

NOW OPEN

Main Street
ABERFOYLE

FK8 3UG

Festive Season
Waste Collection
Please note that Waste and Recycling
Collection Arrangements for the Festive
Season are as follows:
- Monday Collections: if your normal

collection would have been
Christmas Day and New Year’s
Day, please present your bin two
days early, on Saturday 23 Dec
and Saturday 30 Dec respectively.

- Tuesday Collections: if your normal
collection would have been Boxing
Day and 2 January, please present
your bin two days early, on
Sunday 24 Dec and Sunday 31
Dec respectively.

All other collections will be on your
normal collection day.  Real Christmas
trees can be presented in the brown
bin where possible or next to the
brown bin between 8 and 19 January.
Please remember that much of the
extra waste generated over the festive
period can be recycled. Additional
recyclable waste can be presented in
bags next to the boxes on collection
day.
The Waste Services team would like
to wish you a very happy Christmas
and all the best for the New Year.
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John & Stuart

Boyd
Plumbing & Heating Engineers
Registered Gas & Oil Fitters

FREE ESTIMATES
Contact information
John: 01877382515

mob 07703183105
Stuart: 01877382488

mob 07801710584

ARDSTONEARDSTONEARDSTONEARDSTONEARDSTONE
Drystone Walling, Pointing, Plastering

David Monaghan
Kinlochard
Aberfoyle
Stirling FK8 3TW

Tel: 01877 387205

01324 625624
t/a J. Brown
Coal Merchant
& Contractor
12-14 Slamannon Road
Falkirk FK1 1LG

R&C LUKE

Mushrooms and Maoris were the theme of
the October 2006 Aberfoyle Mushroom
Festival, which hosted a three day
spectacle of Maori and Scottish dancing,
face painting, a Maori Marae, cooking
demonstrations with venison, lamb and of
course mushrooms and wine, mushroom
forays, fishing competitions, dog shows,
ceilidhs, Songs of Praise and many more
events all around the Aberfoyle area.
The annual event has become a ‘must do’
in the calendar not only for many people
living nearby but for tourist travelling from
all over the world.  This year nearly 4,000
people came to The Discovery Centre – or
New Zealand House as it was renamed for
the Festival, where they could sample
home baking, Manuka honeys and wine
and chocolate and learn about New Zealand
from Air New Zealand and The New Zealand
Society.  Local restaurants had all New
Zealand menus and The Forth Inn hosted
not only the cookery demonstrations with
top local chefs, supported by the Aberfoyle
Butcher, Jonathan Honeyman but also a

Aberfoyle Mushroom Festival 2006
‘Kiwi Feast’ on the Saturday evening.  A
Kiwi Carvery was offered by the Black Bull
at Gartmore on Sunday, whilst the ‘Last
Blast’ closing Ceilidh was hosted by the
Covenanters Inn, where many of our New
Zealand visitors stayed.
There was plenty to keep the children busy
with The Maori Marae set up in the
Memorial Hall during Saturday and Sunday
run by Te Kohanga Reo  from London.  This
was a special venue for children of all ages
with singing, dancing – including the Haka
of course – face painting and Polynesian
refreshments.  Meanwhile at The Guyana
Garden Centre the Hobbits were waiting
in their Cave for story telling sessions
based on the movie series shot in New
Zealand.
Outdoor events included The Candlelit
Walk and Star Party, Fungus Forays and
Searching for those elusive Squirrels at
David Marshall Lodge and Fishing
Competition at Ledard Farm.  At the Wool
Centre The Alexandria Dog Training Group
was on hand for pet owners to show off

their talented pooches and Guide and
Hearing Dogs demonstrated their special
skills and support they give to their owners.
A special Charity Golf Match was held at
the Aberfoyle Golf Club on Sunday in aid
of the Anthony Nolan Trust.  The Fungi
Photography Competition arranged by
Photograph Scotland, attracted many
entries with the Senior Group won by Alec
Fenton and the Junior Group won by Poppy
Smith.
Finally our thanks go to all the venues that
hosted events to make this such a
successful weekend and to those
businesses including Abefoyle Motors that
gave their time and support for free to our
New Zealand visitors and of course thanks
go to the Aberfoyle Traders Association,
primarily Fergus Wood and Mary Phillips
for ‘making it happen’.  So where shall we
go next year?  Well …. wherever it is I
hope you will join us … you wont need to
go far ….. just to Aberfoyle, we’ll take you
the rest of the way!

Congratulations to Callum Crowder the
second winner of the 100 Club Draw
who wins £42.
The Committee would like to thank the
42 members who have joined the club
so far.  If you are interested in joining
and helping out your local hall whilst
having the chance of winning a cash
prize, please contact Janet Stewart on
382736 or Ros in the Post Office.  The
cost is £2 per month of which £1 goes
to hall funds and £1 towards the prize(s).

Aberfoyle Memorial HallAberfoyle Memorial HallAberfoyle Memorial HallAberfoyle Memorial HallAberfoyle Memorial Hall
100 CLUB100 CLUB100 CLUB100 CLUB100 CLUB

aberfoyle motors
private hire service

07790 542 250

• taxi available 24/7
• disabled access
• 16/49 seat coaches
• 4/7 seat cabs

between 07:00-18:00 call 01877 382 341 

e: taxi@aberfoyletaxi.com

Do You Want To  Give Up Smoking?

A ‘quit smoking’ programme will be starting at Buchlyvie
Medical Centre on Thursday 10th Jan 2007 at 7.30 pm
That evening there will be an open session, with a
presentation packed with helpful information and advice,
on everything you need to know, or might want to know,
on ceasing to smoke. Follow up group or individual
sessions will be available for those who wish to proceed.

Further information can be obtained from the Practice
Nurses at either Aberfoyle or Buchlyvie Medical Centres.
T. 01877 382 421 or 01360 850 237
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National Park News

A wide range of fair trade and
organic products, including

organic wine and beer.

Open 8 am – 8 pm
Tel: 01877 387 284

Kinlochard Village Shop

marketing, PR, web design & build, press, design, print, 
copywriting, editing, branding & identity, newsletters,

brochures

t: 07931 324 802 e: wendy@wendyhouse.uk.com

communications

01877 382473

Better by Design
is a theme in the
Park Plan. We will

be encouraging developers, builders and
architects to raise the standard of design
for all new buildings within the Park. And
that theme came to the fore in the National
Media when the award for Scotland’s best
new building for 2006 was announced. The
winner was the new Maggie’s Centre in
Inverness. The founder of that hospice
movement recognised the huge benefit an
individual can get from being in a well
designed building. That, she reckoned,
would produce a double benefit. The patient
would feel better and the staff in enjoying
their working environment would be better
able to look after the patients. Yes there
is a point to the story. The architects who
designed the 2006 award winning building
were Park & Page who just happen to be
the architects for the Park’s new HQ in
Balloch.
Work on that project starts in the first week
in December and if all goes well the
building will be ready for December 2007.
Allowing for very little slippage and
Christmas/New Year holidays the staff
should be operating from the new HQ very
early in 2008. And I can assure you that
they will see a very much better working
environment than the utilitarian and
cramped accommodation that they
currently inhabit. Fingers are also crossed
that the new HQ will be in the running for
best new building in Scotland for 2008.
 With the completed Park Plan about to
wend its way to The Scottish Executive
for Ministerial approval attention is now
focusing on the Local Plan. As I have
mentioned many times before we have
been labouring under the Local Plans
inherited from the various local authorities
of the Park area. Now we are heading
towards a single plan for the whole of the

Park. Prior to drawing up a Local Plan we
will be arranging meetings in all the
communities within the Park so that
everyone can have a say on what goes into
the Local Plan. By fortuitous coincidence
the Community Futures programme is
about to start a review of all the Community
Action Plans. That means that in drawing
up the Local Plan we will be able to take
account of the Community Action Plan
review. Clearly the time has come for us
all to have a serious look at our
communities in the past present and for
the future.  What goes into the Local Plan
will have a big influence on what the future
holds so please think hard and be prepared
to be constructive when the community
meetings come around.
 I recently went on a Scottish Enterprise
sponsored trip with a business group from
in and around the Park. Our destination
was Cape Breton and Prince Edward Island
in Canada. There we met with business
and tourist organisations operating in areas
dominated by National Parks. I must
congratulate Scottish Enterprise for the
choice of destination and the splendid
organisation. We were kept very busy
throughout our visit - realising that would
be the case two members of the group
went over a week in advance so that they
could have a chance in enjoy the scenery
etc.
That we were facing very similar problems
was soon very apparent. We both are very
affected by seasonality. In their case the
season appears to be shorter but more
intense and like us they have been trying
to stretch the season by introducing
festivals in the shoulder months. And like
us they are going down the buy local route.
Since the area abounds in lobster they have
lobster festivals. However, what did
surprise me that although they were proud
of the fact that Prince Edward Island was

a massive potato producing area (with
McCains having a major processing plant)
there was little evidence of the humble spud
featuring in any of their promotional
material. No fish and chips festivals!!!!!
They do have a compulsory registration
regime which applies to EVERYONE who
provides accommodation no matter how
small. Furthermore they are required to
complete a monthly occupancy return
which shows the country/area of origin of
all visitors. When I queried how they felt
about these rules I was surprised to find
that the operators were totally in favour.
On the registration they pointed out that
to register (and no-one can operate without
registering) the operator must fulfil certain
basic conditions. This has resulted in a
general improvement in standards and that
they feel encourages more visitors -
particularly return visitors. On the
occupancy they feel that it quickly shows
a trend and allows the Tourism Agency to
react quickly with any necessary targeted
advertising etc. These are points which I
think are worth consideration here.
Not everything is better there and here I
will surprise you. In Cape Breton the
National Park is responsible for the upkeep
of the Highway which runs through the
National Park and lo and behold even
Stirl ing Council roads are better
maintained. And you have to pay to get
into the Park.
May I take this opportunity to wish you all
a Very Happy Christmas and an equally
Good New Year?

Owen McKee
As always I can be contacted as follows:
Post;        Taigh Na Bhuth,
                 Lochearnhead.
Phone:      01567 830214
 owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk
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Get it off your chest with a letter to the editor. Send to Editor, Schoolhouse, Inversnaid FK8 3TU or email editor@strathardnews.com or hand in to Aberfoyle
Post Office.

Letters to the Editor... ....have your say!

Dear Sir,
Many of your readers won’t know that it was
Meals on Wheels week from 6-12 November.
And they might not know that when older
people charity, WRVS, delivers meals to older
people in Stirling City Centre and the West
rural villages, week in, week out we do much
more than provide a nutritious meal for older
people that find it difficult to cook.
Our volunteers are trained to make a “safe
and well” check at every visit. If there are any
problems we act quickly to let family
members or social services know. Many
people we deliver meals to see very few other
people in their day – so our “safe and well”
checks and the companionship our
deliverers offer are vital.

Dear Editor.
I was so pleased to join with the community
in wishing the Reverend and Mrs Gibb a
happy retirement.  The community get
together to say goodbye to them was a
great evening. The children who entertained
us were superb, it is  wonderful to know
there are such talented youngsters in our
midst.  Wouldn’t it be lovely if such evenings
of hame-made entertainment were regular
events?

Mrs. Diane Ferrie.
14, Manse Road.

Aberfoyle.

I wanted to write to say a big thank-you to all
our volunteers, and to ask if anyone else in
the area would consider giving a few hours
regularly to make a real difference to the lives
of the people who need our support. If you
are interested ring me, Sandra Clements,
Project Manager on 01786 450718, or call
WRVS’ local rate volunteering number on:
0845 601 4670, or visit www.wrvs.org.uk
Thanks for printing this letter and helping us
raise awareness of this important service.
Yours sincerely
Sandra Clements
Project Manager
WRVS Stirling

At present we have ten local volunteer drivers
who deliver meals, usually made in
Aberfoyle Primary School, to elderly
residents of Gartmore, Aberfoyle and
Kinlochard. When it’s their turn ie once every
10 weeks, each volunteer driver delivers
meals on Monday, Wednesday and Friday,
taking about an hour and a half to deliver all
the meals.
If you’re interested in becoming a volunteer
driver and would like to find out more about
Meals on Wheels, the local coordinator, Mary
Phillips, would be happy to talk to you. Tel:
01877 382 696

Dear Ed,
DO WE VALUE OUR VILLAGE SHOPS?
As we head into winter, do we spare a
thought for our village shops who are
struggling to keep going?  Do we think we
have done them a favour when we buy our
“Sun” or “Guardian” from them?  By the
way, there is no profit on newspapers so,
in fact, they are doing us a favour! Do we
compare their prices with those of the
supermarket and is there that much
difference when you add on the travel
costs?  If they haven’t got what we want
do we give them the chance to get it for
us? My local shop always responds
positively so I now buy my Cooper Oxford
Marmalade and my Magners cider locally.
These are all questions we should ask
ourselves but the BIG question is:  Would
we miss our local shop -and all it stands
for - if it wasn’t there?   If the answer is
“Yes” then let’s start using it, even if only
for the basic necessities.  If the answer is
“No” then don’t complain on the day it
closes, you have only yourself to blame!
Support Your Local Shop!

Fergus Wood
Ledard Farm,Kinlochard

IG Painting
Interior & Exterior

Iain Glen,Aberfoyle

Tel 01877 382296

Luxury 7 Seater People Carrier
Airport Transfers

Local and Long Distance Hire Available
Prompt & Reliable Service

Competitive Rates

Trossachs Cab Company
Your Local Private Cab Company

Tel 01877 382108 or 07791 598925
Main Street Aberfoyle FK83UX
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RSPB Inversnaid
My golden eagle
observations continue,
less than a month after
having seen four individual

golden eagles on the one day over the
reserve another individual golden eagle
came flying in over Garrison farm. This was
a first year female eagle, with full white tail
and black band and the large white patches

under wing. She
continued flying up
the reserve, going
east of Stob an
Fhainne and was
mobbed by a kestrel
and at least two
other unidentified
birds. Within a short

period, I had two eagles circling to the west
of Castle Rock. Now was this individual
eagle number six – or was it one of the
adult pair from last month welcoming the
female juvenile, or was it the adult pair on
their own? Unfortunately, I did not have the
time to watch and work out who’s who,
but never the less, five confirmed individual
eagles in less than a month on the reserve
is good going. It makes me wonder what
is not being seen when I am working off
the reserve. The blackcock are still in the
vicinity over the reserve march east towards
Corriearklet, numbers have been between
four and five compared to the six originally

seen, the reserve resident black grouse
have been absent for a few weeks now and
I am wondering if they have joined with this
group. Only time will tell what is going on
here but the additional black grouse are a
welcome sight never the less. Four roe deer
were also in this area with a buck and three
doe’s running away up the hillside. Reed
bunting have started to
flock together with six
gathered in the Garrison
car park area, flocks of
redwing and fieldfare are
flying to and fro stripping
the rowan trees of berries.
On the nature trail,
badgers continue to
scrape around the edges
looking for invertebrate
and worms, pine martens
scats full of rowanberries are still scattered
throughout the trail and the West Highland
Way. My “nostrils” alerted me to the
presence of goats before I observed them;
they were in the edge of the woodland just
off the West Highland Way near the start
of the nature trail. At least eighteen were
present, six of them males, one of the kids
from earlier this year now a good size but
easily recognisable by the white patches
on his black coat. In addition, OBH (one
broken horn) was present or was he?
Something was wrong as he looked

directly at me; same dark colour of coat
but this goat had a broken horn on the right
but the break was well up the shaft beyond
the half way point. Doubting my own
memory, later at home I checked slides
and photographs of the goats and sure
enough, my usual OBH has a broken horn
on the left and his break is below the

halfway mark. We now
have two OBH, and for
ease of identification,
they will be called
ROBH and LOBH (right
one broken horn and left
one broken horn).
Despite the gales, the
leaves are still clinging
on the trees,
particularly oak and
alder, alder always

being the last to shed their leaves. On Loch
Lomond dippers were swimming on the
loch surface with grey wagtail on the shore
in front of the boathouse, jays could be
heard in the woodland and small parties of
roving tit flocks were moving from tree to
tree along the shore edge. Surprisingly
there are still small numbers of common
gulls around the hotel car park area.

Duncan Cameron
Conservation Assistant

A colourful bird normally restricted to England
and Wales and just a handful of sites in
southern Scotland, has been spotted in
Stirlingshire – in an Aberfoyle garden.
The UK population of the
nuthatch - a colourful sparrow-
sized bird similar to a
woodpecker, has been
making steady progress
northwards in recent years -
perhaps due to climate
change and milder winters, as
RSPB Scotland reported in
December 2005.
This recent sighting in a
garden at Aberfoyle – around
25 miles west of Stirl ing,
further indicates that the
nuthatch’s march northwards
is continuing a pace. This is
only the third time ever the
species has been seen in
Stirlingshire, with the previous confirmed
sightings in Dunblane and Balquidder.
The nutchatch currently nests at just a few
locations in Southern Scotland, with a pair
recently breeding successfully in woodland
close to the RSPB’s Barons’ Haugh reserve
in Motherwell.

Staff at RSPB Scotland have been particularly
excited by this recent news as it represents
one of the most westerly records of the
species in Scotland to date. It is hoped that

the nuthatch may be
breeding in the local area
as both the adults and
young often move just a few
kilometres from their place
of birth.
Residents in Aberfoyle will
now have an even better
chance of recognising the
nuthatch after it was fitted
with a small leg-ring, one
of thousands placed on
migratory and resident
birds every year to monitor
their movements.
The rare visitor was
discovered by Andy Simkins
- an RSPB officer, during a

routine ‘ringing’ session in his back garden.
Mr Simkins said: “I had set up a mist net –
the standard method of capturing small birds
to allow a ring to be fitted to their leg, when
this more unusual looking bird flew into the
nets. On closer inspection it turned out to be

a nuthatch – a bird I easily recognised from
back home in England, but a species I knew
was pretty scarce north of the border”.
Tom Marshall, from the RSPB’s Regional
Office added: “Any record of a nuthatch in
Scotland is exciting, but especially one this
far west. It also suggest that this fantastic
little bird may be appearing on our Scottish
Big Garden Birdwatch record sheets more
regularly in years to come, and now it has a
leg-ring there’s every chance it may be seen
again in the Trossachs”.  
‘Mist nets’ are routinely used by trained
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO)
representatives to capture and release small
birds without harming them, so they can be
fitted with leg rings. This type of research
has pioneered our understanding of
migration and the ecology of hundreds of
species of birds.
RSPB Scotland believes this may be one of
the first adult nuthatches in Scotland to have
an identification ring fitted, as it is normally
only possible to fit rings to young birds whilst
they are in the nest.

Birders go nuts for rare sighting in the Trossachs
 Nuthatch discovered in Stirlingshire garden



10

FESTIVAL FISHING
COMPETITION RESULTS

The results of the Mushroom Festival Pike
Fishing Competition, held on Loch Ard on
21st and 22nd October, were:
Biggest Fish:   19.5 Lbs    D. Mcgurk
Heaviest Catch:  27.5 Lbs (2 X 13.75
Lbs)   W. Rankin
Most Fish:  5 Fish    I. Taylor
All fish were safely returned to the Loch. 
The event was organized by the Aberfoyle
Angling Protection Association in
collaboration with the Central Scotland
Branch of the Pike Angling Association of
Scotland, who ran the event as an Open
Day, attracting many visitors, including a
number from overseas.

The Great Clydesdale Migration,
which descended on us all these
weeks ago, finally reached their
destination on 31st October.
Surrounded by the cheers and
applause of crowds of wellwishers,
the Clydesdales and their proud
riders passed under a welcome
banner and up the final half-mile to
their new home.
After 6 weeks of riding, in all sorts of
weather, I don’t know who looked
more relieved, the horses, riders, or
organisers! Toto and I were invited
down for the end-of-trail festivities, and there was a grand ceilidh that evening for all the
people who had supported them.
Driving down the miles of M6 by car really brought home the massive distance the
Clydesdales covered. Thank goodness it’s not the only way to do it anymore! A truly
remarkable achievement; the sum they raised is yet to be calculated.
The next day as we left the farm, the sun was shining down on contented horses
munching happily in their grassy new fields. And don’t they just deserve it?

John McLellan

JOURNEY’S END

Are we there yet?

Unique range of arts and craft
from throughout the world

Extensive plant area for all
your gardening needs

Open seven days - 10am to 6pm
Main Street, Aberfoyle

01877 382308

guyana
plants, crafts and art

THANK YOU, STRATHARD!
On behalf of the Mushroom Festival
Committee, I would like to thank all those
of you who participated in this year’s
Mushroom Festival, particularly the
schools and the children who made this
without doubt the most successful and
memorable in the series. Our Maori
friends – adults and children alike - were
bowled over by the reception they got,
both at their performances and at the
Maori Marae in the Memorial Hall.  Our
visitors were truly lovely - full of warmth -
 and they were so taken by our
community and our welcome to them,
they are already looking to come back
and renew the many friendships created
in the near future –watch this space.
Every event has its flaws as well as its
successes and we know we cannot
please all of the people all of the time
but at our “post-mortem” of the event,
the committee were unanimous that the
Festival was an outstanding success
and will be a difficult one to follow!  We
hope you agree!   

Fergus Wood,
Festival ChairmanTTTTThe he he he he WWWWWee Bee Bee Bee Bee Bletherletherletherletherlether

Why not stop and view
Scotland’s first weather stone!

HUGE THANKS
to everyone who has visited
and supported us this year.

New Winter Warmer Menu
Available

opening times
Frid, Sat, Sun & Mon

10am-4pm.

If you wish to take out an annual subscription please complete the informa-
tion slip and post it to: The Treasurer, Strathard News, Garrison  Cottage,
Inversnaid, FK8 3TU.
Cheques for £10 made payable to Strathard News

Name:____________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Post Code:_____________        TEl No:_________________

Date:______________________

The Guild
Guild Week was held from Sunday 19th

November to Sunday 26th November. We
took part in morning worship on Sunday
19th and this included a short dedication of
Guild members. On Monday 20th

November Mrs Gillie Davidson, a founder
member of Scottish Love in Action, was
the speaker. Gillie is the daughter of a
former minister here in Aberfoyle, Rev. Boyd
McPhail, and she and her husband brought
us the very latest news on Scottish Love
in Action.
Our Christmas celebration will be held on
Monday 18th December when we will have
Christmas readings and carols.
At the end of our meeting on 20th November
we presented Nancy, our minister’s wife,
with garden tokens and we wish Danny and
Nancy good health and happiness in their
new home.
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Winter is certainly well on its way. There’s
snow on the hills, the temperature has
dropped and winds are wildly whipping up the
leaves. We have been very busy this autumn
in and out of school.
The Maoris
On 20th October 2006 the Maoris came to
Scotland. They showed the boys of
Inversnaid, Aberfoyle and Gartmore Primary
Schools how to do the Haka. The older girls
learnt Tutira mai nga iwi and the wee boys
and girls learnt Oma rapiti which is ‘Run,
Rabbit Run’ in Maori. We were interested
to learn that this song dates back to World
War ll. We all thoroughly enjoyed performing
at the Wool Centre with the children from
the other schools.
Science Centre Visit
On 25th October the whole school went to
the Glasgow Science Centre. Primary 6/7
went to a workshop called ‘Blood, Bile and
Body Bits’, which was all about digesting
our food and what the stomach acids do.
Primary 1, 2 and 4 went to a workshop called
‘Star Hunters’ which was about the night
sky, stars and moon phases.
‘Wear it Pink’ Day
We decided to raise money for Breast Cancer
Campaign by selling pink cakes and wearing
something pink for a day. We raised £39
and had a lot of fun at the same time.
Halloween Party
Skeletons, pirates, trolls and a Scream all
turned up at our party this year and tried
their best to scare the adults. We had a
great time!
Tea Towels
One of our new fundraising projects this
year is our Tea Towel. We drew pictures of
birds and wildlife that we see around
Inversnaid then we sent our design off to
be printed. The Tea Towels can be bought
directly from school.
Calendars and Cards
The 2007 Calendar is different than the
2006 one. This year the picture and the
calendar section are on the same page. We
have been taking photographs all year which
has meant going out in all sorts of weather.
We definitely prefer going out on dry, sunny
days! This year we have also used these
photographs to make Greetings Cards which
we are selling from school and at our
Christmas Performances. We will be using
the money that we raise for school trips
and Breakfast Club. We are taking orders
for calendars now.
Christmas Events
On 2nd December we are performing our
Christmas Presentation at the Wool Centre.
This Presentation includes Carols, Poems and
Readings. Our main Christmas Performance
this year is jesus@bethlehemstable.com. It
is a humorous version of the Nativity story
which we are performing at the Wool Centre
on 12th December and also at the Inversnaid
Hotel.
Report by Ross, Jonny, George, Eleanor,
Eilidh, Jamie and Annie.
The children and staff at Inversnaid Primary
School wish everyone Mery Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Inversnaid Primary
P4/5 at Aberfoyle Primary School has
been learning all about Europe through
their Environmental Studies topic. They
were involved in organising a European
Tasting Day where the children had the
opportunity to taste food and drink from
other European countries including: feta
cheese, various cold meats, olives, figs
and Scotland’s own Irn Bru!
From their studies, the class presented
an Assembly to parents and friends as
well as the whole school. Guests were
then invited to the classroom to share
some wonderful personal projects on
different countries.
Their teacher was very impressed with
the effort the children put into their
projects which are now available in the
school for other classes to enjoy.

Aberfoyle Primary

Once again we had a successful October
Mushroom Festival with the New Zealand
theme and the visit from the Maoris.  This
year saw changes to the committee, with
Bruce Wallace now as Chairman, Diana
Carmody of Rade the Treasurer and
myself, June as Secretary.   Planning for
next year’s Mushroom Festival is already
underway, along with T4 and with new
festivals and ventures being discussed –
we will keep you posted!
There is a switch-on of the Christmas tree
lights outside the Discovery Centre planned
for Saturday 2nd December with carol
singing.  Some events are still to be
finalised but look out for posters in
Aberfoyle and we hope you will enjoy the
coming festive season.
Our December Traders meeting will be
on Tuesday 5th December at the
Discovery Centre starting at 7.30pm.
See posters around Aberfoyle, Gartmore
and Kinlochard or give us a call for ongoing
dates.  Meetings are open to any business
in the Trossachs area, please come along
and find out what’s planned for 2007.  We
value any new input and ideas – and of
course any offers of help!  If anyone would
like any more information or raise any
queries please contact either myself or the
Chair, Bruce.
Chairman: Bruce Wallace, Wallace Home
Services, 8 Craigmore View,
Aberfoyle FK8 3SJ  Tel. 01877 3820 98  Email.
bruce@wallacehomeservices.co.uk
Secretary: June Symmons, Rade Ltd, Main
Street, Aberfoyle FK8 3UG Tel: 01877 382101
Mob: 07768 687475 Email:
june.rade@btconnect.com

Scottish Country Dancing
Memorial Hall

Every Wednesday
7.30 – 9.30pm

A good way to keep fit and active
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“ Darkness falls across the land
The midnight hour is close at hand
Creatures crawl in search of blood
To terrorise your neighbourhood
And whomsoever shall be found
Without the soul for getting down
Will stand inside the Hades of Hell
And rot inside a corpses shell”
Michael Jackson got it totally right
Halloween is all about fright
And the Lodge offers no apologies
regarding the theme
For this event is designed to make people
scream
And is not a place for the faint-hearted
Or for children whose life is barely started
It is a night of carefully crafted, and
fabricated “gore”
......Pure theatre... and nothing more
And for those who insist it proved too scary
Next year, you had better be wary
For we intend to make it uglier than ever
You have been warned!

Halloween
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Mushroom Festival
Aberfoyle Primary were offered the opportunity of working
with Eretty Mitchell to learn a range of Maori songs and
dance routines. Inversnaid Primary joined us for this and it
was good for children in both schools to work together on
such an enjoyable project.
On the 20th October Aberfoyle pupils, alongside Inversnaid
and Gartmore,   performed Maori songs and dance to the
New Zealand High Commissioner as well as parents and
family members at the Wool Centre. The Maoris returned
the compliment by performing for the children.
Children and staff were delighted that so many people
supported this event making it such a memorable occasion.
It was an invaluable experience that our children will never
forget.
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DML Notice Board
The month of December will again impact
heavily on our financial resources, and with
each passing year, commercial and media
advertising becomes ever more intense, testing
our will power to the limit, when faced with
the growing number of must-have items staring out at us
from the multi-national store shelves. The vast majority may
find it difficult not to get sucked into the whirlpool and will be
faced with a sea of debt, come January. The David Marshall
Lodge offers the perfect escape from the trappings and
temptations of city centre madness with affordable gifts in
our Forest Crafts and Chill Out shops and a vast array of
events on a traditional theme to enjoy. There will also be
an opportunity to purchase a real Christmas tree or to take
in a relaxing lunch in Liz McGregor’s superb Coffee Shop.
For those of you wishing to blow a few cobwebs away, the
paths and trails will remain open throughout, save for The
Three Lochs Forest Drive, which is now closed until Easter.

Christmas Events
2nd (Sat) & 3rd (Sun) December 12.00 noon - 3.00pm
Children’s Activities; Treasure Hunt
9th (Sat) December 12.00 noon - 3.00pm
RSPB Winter Birds Day; Adult Carol Singing       
10th (Sun) December 12.00 noon - 3.00pm
RSPB Winter Birds Day; Lomond Mountain Rescue Fun Day
with tombola, mince pies and mulled wine; Chainsaw
Carving Demonstrations; Story Telling and Book signing
with Sion Barrington; Prize Raffle 
16th (Sat) December
Aberfoyle Primary School Carol Singing 12noon - 1.00pm
Gartmore Primary School Carol Singing  1.00pm - 2.00pm 
16th (Sat) & 17th (Sun) December 11.00am - 4.00pm
Lomond Craft Association
23rd (Sat) & 24th (Sun) December 12.00 noon. - 3.00pm
Treasure Hunt

W

D

d
Contributions welcome. Contact David Wilkie on 01877 382258 or email
david.wilkie@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
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A View from the Lodge!

A QUIET MOMENT
On Friday 10th November, a gathering took place at The Lodge in
order to celebrate the life and times of Leila Stott, who had passed
away a week previously. Despite a dreary day, the large turn out
gave a clear indication of the high regard that exists within the
community for the family. Louis and Leila will remain an indelible
part of The Lodge history, through their regular visits and feelings
for the place.
To Louis:
Your path may be clouded, uncertain your goal
Move on - for your orbit is fixed in your soul;
And though it may lead into darkness of night
The torch of the builder shall give it new light.
You were. You will be!
Know this while you are
Your spirit has travelled both long and afar
It came from the source, to the source it returns.
The spark which was lighted eternally burns.
TIEME RANAPIRI
 
 OPENING HOURS
Due to huge public demand, The Lodge will be extending its opening
hours in the new year. Here are the details:
December 1st – 24th 10.00am - 4.00pm.  All facilities open.
December 25th  Closed.
December 26th  Closed
December 27th – 31st   10.00am - 4.00pm   Coffee Shop only open
January 1st     Closed
January 2nd    Closed
January 3rd – 31st   10.00am - 4.00pm     Thursday - Sunday
Coffee Shop, Forest Crafts open, Chill Out closed.
February 1st – 28th   10.00am - 4.00pm   Thursday - Sunday
All facilities open.
March 1st – 31st    10.00am - 4.00pm   All facilities open seven days.
It is not too long in the past that the centre was only open for six
months of the year, and these amendments only serve to confirm the
growing reputation of The Lodge.

Sailing, Canoeing, Kayaking, Fishing, Boat Hire, Mountain Biking, Quad Biking,
Off Road Driving and Safari’s, Climbing, Abseiling, Archery, and multi-activity
courses. There is a wide range of equipment at the centre available for any
activity which you wish to pursue.

Forest Hills Watersports Centre offers a multitude of activities
to groups and individuals. Taster sessions for beginners are
available all week, while those with more experience can benefit
from further training or simply hire one of our boats. All activities
are under the supervision of qualified staff, and all necessary
equipment can be provided for a safe and enjoyable day,
weekend or week away.

open to everybody...........with something for everyone!

FOREST HILLS WATERSPORTS CENTRE
Kinlochard, Aberfoyle, Stirlingshire FK8 3TL

Phone 01877 387 775 Email foresthills@goforth.co.uk

The traditional Ne’erday Family
Ceilidh will take place on Monday,
1st January, 2007 in the Village
Hall, Kinlochard.
This is a family dance, with music
by our very own band, The Kinlochard Ceilidh
Band, who are heading off to play in New York
shortly afterwards.
Dance commences at 8 p.m. B.Y.O.B.
Tickets: Adults £7, Children £5 are on sale from
the Village Shop, at Kinlochard.  Get your
tickets NOW as this dance is always a sell-
out!                                  

Ne’erday Dance At Kinlochard
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The GardenThe GardenThe GardenThe GardenThe Garden
by Wellie Boot

Hello gardeners,
I know this is the Christmas edition of the Strathard
News but you will have to listen to me going on a bit
about the autumn. It really has been so stunning and
so late; maybe there is a connection?
I think it is well worth planting a group of shrubs just
for the autumn colour. These must be acers. I have
an Acer japonicum which is now a dark beetroot red;
an Acer japonicum ‘Aconitifolium’ which is pillar box
red; and another, which I bought very cheaply without
a name, which is now yellow with fine red edges to
the leaves. These planted with a creamy yellow
m i n i a t u r e
conifer are
b u r n i n g
brightly in the
a u t u m n
sunshine.
We don’t need
to keep our
eyes low in the
g a r d e n ,
however, but
lift them to
nature all
around us to see the glory of autumn. We have been
truly blessed this year. It should shorten the grey
weeks of winter.
There are, believe it or not, still lovely dainty flowers
blooming: delicate Schizostylis coccinea (what a
name) with their delicate pink flowers and a dark red
stronger version. The pink is ‘Mrs Hegarty’ and the
red often known as Kaffir Lilies. They are in flower as
I write at the beginning of November, and seem to be
quite tough despite their delicate appearance.
The berries of the Pyracantha have also excelled
themselves both in quantity and redness. This plant
requires quite hard pruning in the late winter, after
the birds have had their fill of berries. It is a valuable
shrub as it also rewards you in the spring with its
mass of creamy white flowers. Its only problem is
that it attacks you with its fierce spikes.
Thinking ahead to Christmas, the seed heads of
Clematis ‘Nelly Moser’ and others are simply fabulous:
round balls like tiny birds’ nests. I thought I would try
spraying them or dipping them in gold, silver and white
paint for a Christmas arrangement. They could be
quite fun.    As you clean up your borders for the winter,
look for the seed heads – there are many that paint
up beautifully and they are free!!
Have a happy and beautiful Christmas and good
planning for the spring.

Wellie Boot

Acer japonicum ‘Aconitifolium’

Rangers Corner
For some it means funny noises and pretty lights,
For others a period of sleepless nights,
And for the creatures in the forest, all great and small,
I wonder just exactly what they make of it all.
I loathe this particular time of year
When domestic animals and farm animals live in fear
Of the next explosion coming their way;
And have any of us any clear concept at the end of the day
What it is we are supposed to be “celebrating”?
Guy Fawkes was no Robin Hood, nor a Rob Roy,
In fact, he was the instigator of a murderous ploy
And if he were alive today, and in our midst
He would be regarded as nothing more than a terrorist;
And if he were to attempt to blow up Parliament in this current age
I cannot begin to fathom the amount of rage.
Yet we continue to “honour” his proposed act of attrition
Without even the slightest hint of submission.
P.S.
As an alternative to next year’s displays, I hereby extend an open
invitation to visit my house for a free bowl of pasta and a glass of red
wine. The entertainment will come in the shape of my dog, Heather.
You will be able to watch, with fascination, as she tries to bury her
head into the carpet as each firework goes off. Other attractions will
be the sight of her salivating at the mouth and urinating on the floor:
a fun night for all. What do you think?

Arran Cheddar; Mull of Kintyre Cheddar; Orkney
Cheddar; Port Salut; Gouda; Edam; French Brie;
Cypriot Halloumi; Danish Mozzarella; Danish &
Greek Feta; German Cambozola; Blue Stilton;
Roquefort; Norwegian Jarlsberg; Norwegian &

French Goat’s Cheese; Boursin; Austrian
Smoked Cheese; Parmesan

Kinlochard Village Shop

A Typical Selection Of Our Cheeses

Open 8 am – 8 pm
Tel: 01877 387 284

Aberfoyle Post OfficeAberfoyle Post OfficeAberfoyle Post OfficeAberfoyle Post OfficeAberfoyle Post Office
We’ve got Christmas all wrapped up!

Buy it- wrap it- post it
(get your cards and stamps too!)

One –Stop Christmas Shopping and
the parking’s free!

Closed Mon 25th,Tues 26th Dec.
and Mon 1st,Tues 2nd Jan.

We would like to wish all of our customers
a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year

q
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Have you noticed how Christmas has crept
up on us this year?  There was not a mention
of it on television or in the shops until the
very last minute – well, early October to be
exact. Now the festive season is here, with all
its goodwill and conviviality: for most of us it
is a time for the family and for friends, and an
excuse, if one be needed, to party.  On
discussing organising such a ‘do’, most
people consider the most enjoyable type of
party, and also the most harrowing, to be the
‘Surprise Party’.  Although not related to
Christmastime, the following tale might serve
to illustrate the apparent dichotomy in trying
to host such an event whilst keeping your
‘better half’ in the dark.
I have a friend who, for the sake of protecting
reputations, we will call Fred.  Fred’s surname
is Damson, but that’s merely his nom de plum
(Sorry! I couldn’t resist it). Anyroad, Fred’s
wife was approaching her 50th birthday and
he thought it might be a fun idea to hold a
surprise party for her. You have to understand
that this was not an original idea of Fred’s -
far from it. In fact, some years previously his
good wife had ‘done the dirty’ on him by
giving him a surprise party at their home.  But
women, it has to be said, are much better at
that sort of thing.  They have a natural
deviousness and an enviable ability to lie po-
faced, which we poor men can never hope to
attain.
That party, that is the one for Fred, had been
a great success (as far as Fred can remember),
with even friends from childhood turning up.
One pal from the days of primary school came
with his wife who introduced her husband to
the assembled company by saying that ‘her
husband and Fred used to play with each
other’ which statement did cause some initial
confusion and a little embarrassment at the
time.
So, back to the present:  Fred pondered deeply,
feeling a little inadequate to the task, but finally
thought he should go for it.  It was, after all,
going to be a one off.  He started it off 4 months
ahead.  He was cunning - unusual in the male,
I hear you say.  But women can be quite
perspicacious at times.  So:  he decided he
would not go for a landmark birthday where
she might notice unusual behaviour or silent
‘phone calls.  Rather he decided to organize
the party for her 51st birthday.  Further, the
party would be held at their home on the
weekend before the big day.  Clever, or what,
he asked me at the time.  For once I had to
agree.
Letters were sent out with requests that
‘phoned or written replies be made to his place
of work.  It went pretty well at that stage, with
the one or two hitches which always seem to
occur.  Despite dire warnings not to contact
Fred at home, one friend did ‘phone:

“Is it free to talk?” he asked.  On being told
that it was, in guarded tones, the friend then
asked, “The party.  When is it?   I’ve lost the
letter.”
The friend then continued, “You say it’s a
surprise party?”
“Ye-es…” Fred was always a bit wary with
this particular friend. He had a strange way of
looking at life.
“Does the wife know about it?”
“No.  That’s why we’re calling it a surprise
party!”
“Ah, right.”
Glitches apart, the great plan went ahead.  B
& Bs were booked in the village, drink was
purchased and hidden in the garage - the
safest place as any man will tell you.  No
woman would ever enter a garage, a place full
of dirty, dirty tools, weird engine parts and
smelly sump oil.
Only one real problem now to overcome as
the great day approached: how to persuade
the ‘little lady’ that the house needed cleaning
and that wearing best bib and tucker was a
necessity.  Fred had already thought this out
(he was getting a little arrogant in his ‘forward
planning’ abilities) and had enrolled the
services of a couple who were frequent
visitors but who could not make the date.  He
arranged for the husband to ‘phone Fred
saying that they would visit and stay the
night; and that they would arrive at lunchtime.
Fred now realises, after the event, that dealing
with the husband was a big mistake. He should
have done it through his friend’s wife because
what happened was that Fred’s wife said: ‘Oh,
I’d better have some lunch ready’.  Not what
Fred wanted at all.  So Fred contacted his
friend again on the eve of the party, asking
him to make a second bogus call, saying that
they would now come late afternoon and would
not need a meal.  Second mistake:  he should
have, again, spoken to his friend’s wife who
would have ‘sussed’ out the glaring error,
because what did Fred’s wife say?  ‘Oh but
they will want an evening meal.’
By now these friends of Fred were
incommunicado.  They had gone away on
holiday.  Fred was on his own and, as he said
later, if he thought that the last two months
were bad, nothing, but nothing, compared to
the 24 hours leading up to the party.  As he
said later, never again!
On the morning in question, they did the
routine tasks, though Fred was definitely on
tenterhooks.  He really began to suspect that
his wife knew what was going on, in the way
that she behaved.  Admittedly, the house had
been cleaned, but she seemed in no hurry to
‘dress up’, pootering about the house and
garden doing mundane chores, sweeping the
yard when Fred knew the first visitors would
be arriving in half an hour.

Finally, the guests did arrive, one by one and
in pairs, all sticking to the story that they were
‘just passing by’. And the weather was
excellent. They sat outside. Teas and coffee
were passed out - after all they were just
passing through at this time - or so thought
Fred’s good lady.  But, as more old friends
and then family turned up and Fred’s wife
cried out yet again: ‘I don’t believe it!  This is
incredible!’  Fred realized that she still hadn’t
cottoned on; and this went on for almost two
hours.
One couple almost blew it when the husband
said in front of Fred’s wife, ‘You organized
this well. Did she not know?’ and Fred
shooshed him.  Instead of quickly changing
the subject, the friend sat down abruptly,
poleaxed and dumbstruck.  Not a great man
for the repartee, then!  But still it was not
noticed.
Fred’s wife was starting to panic as regards
the food side of things.  ‘All these people,
Fred.  You’ll have to go up to the village and
get some food!’
Fred, with his consummate (a type of soup,
I’m told) skill, had already organized the
caterers and so tried to placate her with calls
of ‘later, later!’
Alas, then the cry came up, and from the
women too, some of Fred’s wife’s former
colleagues:  ‘How’s about drinky poos?
Something stronger than tea and coffee?’  See
lads, and they call us the problem drinkers!
But wait for it – yes, Fred had covered this
base as well.  Not only was drink secreted in
the garage but he had arranged for disposable
cups, a small thing you might think, but
necessary.  But now he was caught between
the devil and the deep.  His wife, incredibly
still had not ‘sussed out’ that all these visitors,
now twenty and rising, had passed by
accidentally (possibly thinking that such
devious and clandestine organisation was
beyond her husband’s capabilities).  So what
to do?  If he produced the disposable cups
she would realize what was going on.  Better
perhaps, to keep the surprise element running.
Fred went for the latter and this had interesting
side effects.  His good lady went for the
drinking glasses none of which had ever been
cleaned – to have cleaned them beforehand
would have shown his hand.  A short time
later cries of ‘There’s a dead midgie in my
glass!’ and ‘One midgie?  You’re lucky!’ were
heard which finally subsided as the alcohol
took effect.
The penny finally dropped with his wife when
the caterers arrived.  Fred admitted it had gone
well and he had enjoyed it.  He did add that
the day in question and the hours leading up
to the party were the worst and he was asked
if he would ever do such an event again.  Aye,
Right, Said Fred!

PARTYTIME!
by Dougie Macpherson
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ABERFOYLE GALA DAY 2007

Last issue, we promised you a date.
Recently, however, there have
been some interesting
developments regarding a possible
theme to the event, which may
affect the timing. Watch this space!

Please contact
David Wilkie     01877 382 868
Jackie Bell        01877 382 142
Julie Glen          01877 382 296

Open 8 am – 8 pm
Tel: 01877 387 284

Kinlochard Village Shop

A big ‘THANK YOU’ to
our customers of 2006

We wish you all a merry Christmas
and a happy New Year

d

Do as I say, rather than what I do.
There was a time when the man of the
house would return from work on Christmas
Eve carrying a Christmas tree over his
shoulder. In the meantime his wife and
children would be getting ready with the
holly for the top of the pictures, and the
home-made paper chains to decorate the
sitting room. Apart from making Christmas
cakes and puddings, nobody would dream
of any Christmas celebration until midnight
of Christmas Eve had passed. Similarly it
would be unthinkable for any Christmas
carol to be sung in church until Christmas
Day.
The custom of waiting for Christmas has
much to do with the teaching of the church.
The period between the last Sunday in
November and Christmas Eve is called
Advent. The church teaches that Advent
for the believer should for be a period of
quiet waiting, for the Almighty’s act of
sending of Christ to the world is indeed
worthy of deep and wondrous reflection.
The word ‘waiting’ though has a second
meaning and this is better left to be
explained next time I write.
So back to Advent, and the waiting for
Christmas. For many centuries the church
and the world was content to wait, but
then…  then places like Dobbies at Stirling
came into existence with lit Christmas

trees lining its drive during the
second week of November.
Today’s commercial world
cannot afford to be quiet and
reflective in the run-up to
Christmas. Instead it is all systems go.
So the church by degrees has been forced
to follow the world in Advent. Most places
of worship will have a Christmas tree by
the second week of December, and will be
singing carols by the third. Critics will say
she is hypocritical. Apologists will counter
by saying that the church is merely moving
with the times. What do you think?
December dates:
Sunday, 3rd December at 11.15am – Songs of
Praise with presentation of the Advent Ring
Sunday 10th December at 10.30am – morning
worship followed by the AGM
Sunday 17th December St. Anthony’s, Balfron
at 8.00am – no morning service at St. Mary’s.
Carols by Candlelight at 3.30pm in St. Mary’s
followed by mince pies and mulled wine.
Sunday 24th December – no morning service.
Midnight Mass celebrated at 11.30pm
Christmas Day services: 8.00am at St.
Anthony’s, Balfron; 11.15am at St. Mary’s,
Aberfoyle.
A warm invitation is extended to these
services.
Seasons Greetings
Richard Grosse

St Mary’s Episcopal Church

Tel: 01877 387202
Mob: 07803 615924

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

woodland & timber services
tree surgery

firewood
fencing

chemical spraying

Forthvale
Contractors

Coach, Minibus 7 to 49 Seats
Tours, parties, weddings, airports etc

Whatever the occasion
Phone: 01877 382 341

email: aberfoylecoaches@aol.com
www.aberfoylecoaches.com

IMPORTANT
Information for

Advertisers
When you place an advert with the Strathard
News we will continue to run it unless you
tell us to stop or replace it.

To place/cancel an advert contact
Ian Marshall on 01877 382211

advertising@strathardnews.com
To alter an advert contact

Marion Back on 01877 386222
newsdesk@strathardnews.com

Treasurer: Gwenda Naylor
01877 386244
treasurer@strathardnews.com

Editor: Margaret Neufeld
01877 386258
editor@strathardnews.com

Advertising: Ian Marshall
01877 382211
advertising@strathardnews.com

Layout: Marion Back
01877 386222
newsdesk@strathardnews.com

Reporter: David Wilkie
01877 382868
clubs@strathardnews.com

Reporter: Dougie McPherson
01877 382564
reporter@strathardnews.com

COMMITTEE & CONTACTS

Advertising Costs
40mm x 37mm £5
40mm x 75mm £10
75mm x 75mm £20
152mm x 40mm £20
190mm x 190mm £30
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NOT HERE…. BUT NEAR!
FINE DINING ON THE MENU IN DRYMEN
A new restaurant offering customers
contemporary Scottish cuisine coupled
with top class service has opened its
doors to the public in Drymen.
35-year old Stephen Brown is the creative
mind behind the venture that will trade
under the name Brown’s of Drymen.
Stephen is no stranger to the hospitality
industry having worked at management
level for Mitchells and Butler – one of the
UK’s leading operators of managed pubs
and pub restaurants – for the last 15
years.
The restaurant which has forty covers and
a reception area has been designed and
decorated to a high standard with a sleek
and modern feel.  It is in this reception
area that diners will be able to browse
through the menu and enjoy canapés
before being shown to their table.
Five bedrooms on the first floor of the
building are in the process of being
refurbished and redecorated.  These will
be ready to accommodate guests by Spring
2007.
“There is no doubt Brown’s of Drymen is
an ambitious project – but it is one that I
feel confident there is both demand and a
gap in the market for” says Stephen
Brown.  “Our ethos is a strong and
unwavering one.  We will not compromise
on the quality of food we source and serve,
we will only use organic fruit and
vegetables and everything produced on the
premises, will be prepared from scratch.

Once upon a Monster.
The Buchlyvie pantomime, in the Buchlyvie
village Hall, runs from Sunday 10th
December at 5pm. then Tuesday 12th to
Saturday the 16th December at 7.30 pm.
Call Gena O’Brien on 01360 860 437 to
book tickets. Adults £3, children £2.
 

Santa in Space.
Tickets still available for the Fintry
pantomime that runs from Tuesday 5th
December - Saturday 9th December with
a Saturday 2pm matinee. Tickets £7 (£5
for concessions) available from 01360 860
384. Licensed wine bar from 7pm.

Milton
Hello Children,
Yipee!! The first snow of winter has fallen and
there has been great excitement at the holt. Mum
made an enormous pile of trout and pickled frog
spawn sandwiches for the Otter family, and special
grass and water cress sandwiches for George. Hares
are totally vegetarian. Very early on Saturday
morning, before it was properly light, we set off
up Strathard. I really like Saturdays – there is no
school.
Hares don’t swim at all well; in fact they dislike
even getting wet. So, while the otters were happily
swimming up the Forth, George had to hop along
the river bank. At the Milton we all turned left and
made our way up the Duchray Water, going into
Gleann Dubh. Dad and Grandpa Otter pulled the
large picnic hamper through the water, the twins
pushing from behind. Duke and Katrine were
certainly working up an appetite.
At Stronmacnair we stopped for a breather – and
something to eat. Leaving the rest of the food for
later, the hamper safely hidden behind an old oak
tree on the river bank, we headed for the slopes of
Ben Vane. In no time at all we were making
footprints in the snow. The higher we climbed, the
deeper the snow. I don’t know who threw the first
snowball but, suddenly, there were snowballs
flying in all directions. George teamed up with
mum, the twins and my bossy sister Braeval,
bombarding dad, grandpa and me. We were soon
forced to surrender. They must have had more snow
than us!
Next, we joined forces and built a snow slide. The
slide got longer and longer, until it was very long
indeed. Dad was the fastest, but sometimes shot
out over the sides. The twins liked to come down
together, clinging to each other and tumbling over
and over until they reached the bottom. George
always went down head first, on his tummy. With
his long ears tucked back, he is surprisingly
streamlined.
Braeval and mum started to make a large ball of
snow, rolling it around and around to make it bigger
and bigger. Suddenly it took off, all by itself, rolling
faster and faster and getting bigger and bigger. We
all chased after it – the giant snowball was making
a bee-line for our picnic hamper! Fortunately it
missed, not by much but, as Grandpa Otter says,
a miss is as good as a mile! We all tucked in to the
rest of the food, boy, were we hungry?
The twins were quite worn out, so dad put them
inside the empty hamper for the return journey to
Aberfoyle. What it is to be small! As George hopped
alongside the swimming otters (and the sleeping
twins), it looked as though his brown coat was
just beginning to change colour. Perhaps it was the
light or maybe there was still some snow sticking
to the hairs of this hare. It could have been my
imagination – but George did mysteriously change
colour last winter!
One last thing: don’t forget to write to Santa in
plenty of time, he does get very, very busy at this
time of year. I hope you all have a wonderful
Christmas.
Bye for now.  Milton

Our menu will boast some of the very best
ingredients that Scotland has to offer.  This
will include beef from Perthshire, fish and
fruit supplied fresh daily from the Glasgow
markets as well as venison and game from
Braehead foods.”
On the service front, Stephen aims to offer
customers a level of care and attention but
without the fuss and formality that many
associate with the ‘fine dining’ experience.
“We want customers to go away from
Brown’s of Drymen feeling that not only
have they enjoyed fabulous food, but that
they have been looked after by efficient
and experienced staff in a warm and
relaxed atmosphere.  We also want them
to go away and tell their friends, family
and colleagues about us too!”
Brown’s of Drymen is open for lunch and
dinner every day, except a Tuesday.
Brown’s of Drymen , 5 Stirling Road,
Drymen G63 0BW. Tel: 01360 661466  or
E-mail dine@brownsofdrymen.co.uk
www.brownsofdrymen.co.uk
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Forth Inn Events Diary

Main Street, AberfoyleFK8 3UQ
Tel: 01877 382 372

E-mail: Phil@ForthInn.com
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Women’s Rural Institute
Meet on the 3rd Thursday of
every month at 7.30pm in
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall
For more information or to arrange a
“buddy” to meet you, please call Margaret
on 382463 or 382490.

2nd Dec Charity Race Night - in Aid of
Anthony Nolan Trust Racing Starts 9pm

2nd - 8th Dec Steak Week
During this week we will be serving all
varieties of steaks! Pork Steaks, Turkey
Steaks, Fillet Steaks, Gammon Steaks to
name but a few.

11th -24th Dec Christmas Lunch and
Dinner Menus will be served along with
our usual menus.

17th Dec - Pub Quiz in the Wallace Bar.
Fun starts 9pm Prize for the winning team

23rd Dec - Christmas Karaoke in the
Wallace Bar. Fun starts 9pm

20 January - Karaoke in the Wallace Bar.
Fun starts 9pm

22 January to 28 January - Scottish
Island Week Food.  This week our
evening menu will have a Scottish Island
Theme

28 January - Pub Quiz in the Wallace
Bar starts 9pm Prize for the Winning Team.

sponsored by Forth Inn

Turkey Steak with a Chestnut and Cranberry Confit
Ingredients
4 x Turkey Steaks 6oz each
8oz Chestnuts - Marons Glace
8oz Fresh Cranberries
1/4 Cup of Red Wine
1/2 Red Onion, Finely Chopped
1oz Butter
Pinch Salt & Cracked Black pepper
1 Tbl Spoon Demerara Sugar

Method
Season turkey with salt & white pepper
Seal off in a hot pan with vegetable oil for 2 mins each side, cook steaks in
oven for 20 mins at 180c

Into a hot pan add butter, allow it to melt Add the onion, chestnut and
cranberries and sauté for 2-3 mins over a medium heat.
Add the red wine, seasoning and sugar
Reduce the liquid for a further 10 mins over a medium heat occasionally
stirring so the confit does not stick. Serve on top of Turkey

for sale
Double Bed: Modern  Wood and Metal
framed Double Bed with mattress.
£75 ono.   01877 382 696

Walk About West Stirlingshire.
The walks are for gentle exercise and last
for approximately 45 minutes - 1 hour.
Please wear sturdy walking shoes or
boots. The walk on Thursday 7th
December at 10.45am. starts at Gartmore
House car park for a walk around the
grounds followed by Christmas Lunch
(please book) with Tricia Cumming on
07717 544773.

Forth Inn News
October was Breast Cancer Awareness
month and The Forth Inn supported this
by holding a ‘Think Pink Scotland’
evening on Friday 27th October - this
included late night shopping in ‘The
Gathering’ with a raffle and our chefs
prepared a wonderful Pink Menu!!
We are proud to announce that the
evening raised a fantastic £500.00.
We would like to take this opportunity
to say a BIG THANKS to everyone who
supported the evening.
Tris, Phil and all the staff at The Forth
Inn would like to wish everyone a Happy,
Healthy and Prosperous Christmas and
New Year.



We are pleased to announce that we now offer a full mechanical Service and Repair facility. If your vehicle is still
within the manufacturer’s warranty we can service it within the manufacturer’s schedule using their parts whilst
continuing their warranties for the full period. Of course we will offer this service at considerably less cost than
the main dealer. We also offer an uplift and courtesy car service.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call Keni or Sheena.

Here are some vehicles which will be coming off fleet shortly.
If any are of interest to you then please contact us.

Images for illustration purpose only

Janefield, Ruskie, Stirlingshire, FK8 3LG
Tel: 01786 850500 Fax: 01786 850555

Email: directvehicleopt@aol.com

Toyota Hi-Lux 270 EX D/
Cab (03/53) in Red.
£6995.00 + VAT

Renault Master LM35 DCi 120 4dr Crew Cab Dropside Pickup (03/03)
Very Rare Vehicle, Excellent Builders/Landscapers Vehicle. £6,550.00 +
VAT

no image

BMW M3 (03/52) in Black with Black Leather, Electric Seats, 19" Wheels,
34,000 Miles.  £22,950.00
 

Renault Megane Dynamique 1.9 DCi 5dr 120 (03/53) in Ottoman Blue,
35,000 Miles.  £6995.00

V/W Touareg 5.0V10 TDi (04/04) in Silver, 39,000 Miles, FSH, Charcoal
Hide, Every Available Extra, £57,000 New, Immaculate Car.  £31,995.00
 

BMW 535D Sport (05/05) in Black with Black Leather, Sat Nav, E M
Seats, PDC, Covered 18,000 Miles, £41,000 New.  £32,950.00

Saab 9-3 2.2 TDi 5dr Hatch (00/W) in Sky Blue, 100,000 Miles With
Good History.  £3,250.00

Ford Fiesta 1.2 LX 5 dr (03/
53) 13,000 Miles, As New. 
£5,500.00


