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& Happy New Year
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to all our readers

Church of Scotland
Christmas Eve:  Carol service, 7pm at Port of Menteith Parish Church
                          Watchnight Service, 11.30 pm at Aberfoyle Parish Church
Christmas Day:  Joint service for Christmas, 10 am at Port of Menteith Church.
Sunday 27th:   Morning worship, 10 am Port of Menteith
                         Morning worship, 11.15 am Aberfoyle

St Mary’s
Carol Service:  Sunday 20th December 16.00 hrs
Christmas Eve: Midnight Mass 23.30 hrs
Christmas Day: Family Service 11.15 hrs
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‘Real’ Christmas trees will
be on sale at the David
Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle
throughout December
between 10am and 4pm

Idea for a Xmas gift!
A years subscription to Strathard News!
Details on page  27
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Jimmy Quinn would like to wish

A Merry Christmas and
A Happy New Year

to
The staff in Aberfoyle Post Office

Strathard Community Council
Stirling Council

Stirling Tenants Assembly
especially Catriona Rowley

John Clow
Rev. Richard Grosse

The Surgery
All traders in Aberfoyle

Stirling Carers
John Digney, Morag McLeod

& Tim Messer from Active Stirling
The Scottish Wool Centre

Bird of Prey Centre

Jbuy it:?write it: rpack it:+post it:

Don’T Miss the Ne’Erday Bash!

rescent abs

Tel. 01877 382587
Mob. 07710 800067

bertcomrie@btinternet.com
www.crescentcabs.com

Proprietor: Bert Comrie

Wheelchair Access

Distance No Object

24 hour Reliable Service

ABERFOYLE POST OFFICE

Shop OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Mon-Sat. 8.00 -5.30; Sun.11.00 – 5.30.
P.O.  OPEN: 9.00am, Mon-Sat; Close 5.30pm, (Wed-4pm; Sat–1pm)

A very Merry  Christmas
& Happy New Year
to all of our Customers
Try one-stop Christmas shopping at your local postie
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Charter Heating Limited is an owner managed heating company specialising in the
installation, maintenance and service of all oil and solid fuel stoves, range cookers
and boilers.
Charter recommends Rayburn cooking/heating appliances, with the assurance that all
installations are to Rayburn Guild standard.  Whether a cooking/heating only model or
a full central heating and hot water system (run from either a stove or range cooker) is
required, Charter tailor makes systems to suit individual needs and lifestyle.
The Rayburn wood burning model along with more modern air-to-air heat
pumps are environmentally conscious appliances, economical and a truly
modern alternative to heating homes and providing hot water.
Charter, over its 21-year history, has taken pride in offering a personal
and unique service in the heating industry.  Site visits, personally
structured packages and office contact along with a 24-hour answering
service for advice, queries and service mean there is always someone
close at hand for assistance.
For any further information about the company or the services on offer,
please refer to the advertisement on the back page for contact details.

Charter Heating - tailored to your needs

Looking for something for that hard-to-buy-for
special person, or just something to brighten up

your house during the dark days of winter?

With nearly a hundred orchids in stock,  there’s bound
to be a size and colour to suit your taste.  And we’ll
give you advice on how to choose and look after your
orchid to keep it flowering for many months.

We have a range of wreaths and hand-made table decorations.
Come and choose from our selection or design your own.

A few other ideas;  Garden tools, Fleeces and Body Warmers from Garden Tribe,
Fruit Trees, Gift Viouchers.  And don’t forget your pets over the festive period.

 We always have a wide range of feeds, bedding and toys for all small animals, including  Burns Pet Food

At the Ward Toll, Balfron Station, G63 0QY Tel: 01360 850525
Winter opening: Mon–Sat 10.30am–4.30pm, Sun 11am–4.30pm
www.theorchidhouse.co.uk   email: info@theorchidhouse.co.uk

Coffee and Gift shop next door

Let us deliver the orchid of your choice,
gift wrapped, to your door just in time for
Christmas. Give us a ring or call in to
discuss what we can do for you.
Deliveries will be to-order only, placed
by 9th December and within approx. 5
miles of Benview.

CLOSING SALE

Christmas Shopping Bargains

Up to 50% off
O N  S A L E :  M o u n t a i n  t - s h i r t s ,

T r e e  F r e e  c a r d s ,  p r i n t s ,  L i m i t e d
e d i t i o n  f i g u r i n e s  a n d  c o l l e c t a b l e s ,
S e l e c t i o n  o f  d o g  c o l l a r s  &  l e a d s
a n d  t h e  c o l o u f u l  R e v  K i r k  b o o k  -

R e d u c e d  f r o m  £ 1 4 . 9 9  t o  £ 9 . 9 9

Our  best  wishes and thanks to  our
regular  customers for  the ir  va lued
support  over  the years .   I t ’s  been

a pleasure  to  serve you a l l .
Hope to  see you a l l  before  we f ina l ly

c lose in  December .

Closed Tuesday and Wednesdays
Main St, Aberfoyle FK8 3SJ. 01877 382101

What a huge success this has been with £3280 raised to date for both
churches!
Success is due to so many people who supported us

� so faithfully with their daily visits
� with donations as they cleared cupboards and drawers
� with constant encouragement and banter

However it is also tremendous thanks to the Forth Inn for allowing us the
use of the premises and for the care they took of us all.  We can’t thank
them enough.

New-2-U Shop
Aberfoyle & Port of Menteith Churches
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Book or cancel your next appointment on-line.
You can now book or cancel your appointments via our website

www.aberfoyle-buchlyviesurgeries.co.uk
Whether you are at home or work, you can quickly log on to
view, book and cancel appointments.  Available 24 hours a day,
it’s especially useful when the practice is closed or telephone
lines are busy.  Please ask at reception for a registration form.

Repeat Prescriptions
Remember you can now email your repeat prescription to

FV-UHB.buchlyvie-repeats@nhs.net

Date for Your Diary

Wednesday 13th January 2010
Buchlyvie Medical Centre at 7.30pm

Talk by Fiona Prentice
“How to Cope with Stress”

Friends Of
 Aberfoyle & Buchlyvie

Medical Centres

Swine Flu Patient Guide
If You Think You May Have Swine Flu
•  Stay at Home
•  Do Not Attend the Surgery
•  Do Not Go Out
•  Phone the Surgery 01877 382421 or
                     NHS 24 – 08454 242424
The receptionist will take your details and
arrange for a doctor to ring you back.

Swine Flu - The Vaccination Is Now Available
People who are most at risk from swine flu need to be vaccinated
first.  These groups are;

� Individuals aged between six months and up to 65 years.
� People aged over 65 years in the current seasonal flu

vaccine at-risk groups.
 These at-risk groups are:

� Chronic Respiratory Disease
� Chronic Heart Disease
� Chronic Renal Disease
� Chronic Liver Disease
� Chronic Neurological Disease
� Diabetes
� Immunosuppression

All Pregnant Women
Household contacts of immuno-compromised individuals.

The surgery will be closed on the
 following days over the festive period

Friday 25th December
Saturday 26th December
Sunday 27th December
Monday 28th December

Friday 1st January
Saturday 2nd January
Sunday 3rd January
Monday 4th January

 from
Stirling Council’s

Aberfoyle Local Office

It only seems like days since I last sat down to write our news
from the Aberfoyle Local Office, and already Christmas is just
around the corner. Here is hoping that there will be Christmas
babies to register. October brought the registration of two
autumn babies as, first, parents Hannah and David welcomed
their baby daughter Dee Sanderson, followed a few week
later by Joel Valencia Gillan, a son to parents Esther and
Norman. Our very best congratulations to both families.
As autumn has wound itself down, weddings have continued
despite the rain and, amazingly, the sun has come out now
and again for photographs!  September weddings closed with
the marriage of Ina’s daughter (yes, our own Bert and Ina
from Aberfoyle) Connie to her groom, Paul Gillhaney, who
were kind enough to pick me to officiate at their ceremony.
Gary Bray and Nicola Mason from Glasgow were married at
Aberfoyle Parish Church, while Edinburgh  couple Richard
Parkin and Linda Smith were married at Forest Hills Hotel.
Gregor at Ledard Farm was busy hosting two weddings in
October, Stirling couple Sandy Robertson and Mary Reed,
then the wedding of Ledard family friends Gerard Woods and
Rosemary Lang from Gartocharn.  For me the month of
October closed with two Registration Office weddings. Firstly
that of Douglas Fox and his bride Alison Largue, both from
Dunbar. The second Registration Office wedding was very
much the icing on the cake for me this month, the secret
marriage of Aberfoyle girl Nicola Macadam to Alex Harron
from Bannockburn. It is no secret that I have ‘soft spot’ for
local marriages and many will know that I’ve got a
‘soft spot’ for young Nicola as well, so you can
imagine it wasn’t just the mother of the bride who
shed a tear! Didn’t she look lovely, Carol Ann?
Best congratulations, from John and I, to all those
who were married this year. I do hope you have a
wonderful first Christmas as Mr and Mrs, as I hope for a
wonderful seasonal holiday for us all.
Best Wishes
Sharon Johnston, Registrar

A huge Happy Christmas

The annual coffee morning in aid
of Macmillan Cancer Relief and
Strathcarron Hospice held in The
Forth Inn in September, raised
the splendid sum of £577.00.
Grateful thanks go to all who
supported this worthy cause.
The Medical Garden
Committee send their
sincere thanks to the
Surgery ladies who sold
raffle tickets and also to
The Forth Inn for so
generously allowing
us the use of their
premises and
providing the tea
and coffee.
Thank you all.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
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Walk Your Way to Better Health
There is a walking group in Aberfoyle for people of all ages,
wanting to be a bit more active. A series of walks have been
organised, leaving from a central meeting point in Aberfoyle.
Our next programme of walks runs from December to
February and is listed below, so why not join us for a stroll,
socialising and some fun. All walks are FREE and are led by a
trained walk leader. They are short in duration, on pavements or
hard surfaced footpaths, buggy friendly and don’t involve any
mountaineering!

DATE ROUTE
3 Dec NCR7 Railway Walk
10 Dec Lochan Spling Walk
17 Dec Forth Bridge Walk
BREAK FOR FESTIVE PERIOD

14 Jan Aberfoyle Wildlife Site Walk
21 Jan Doune Hill Walk
28 Jan River Walk to Milton
4 Feb NCR7 Railway Walk
11 Feb Forth Bridge Walk
18 Feb Lochan Spling Walk
25 Feb Aberfoyle Wildlife site Walk

For any information on the
programme contact Tricia on 01786
432323 or 07717 544773 or Craig on
07834 446871 for more details.

The meeting point for all walks is at the benches by the
Trossachs Discovery centre in Aberfoyle car park at
10.15am. Walks are onThursdays.

The first Thirsty- Trossachs
Youth Praise was a huge
success and left everyone
thirsty for more so the next one
will be Sunday the 29th of
November from 7pm till 8.30 at
Gartmore House. There won’t
be an event in December but
Howard Espie is already booked
to speak at the first service of
2010 on the 31st of January.
This new and fresh approach to
meeting and experiencing God
will continue to rock the rafters
of Gartmore House on the last
Sunday evening of every month.
Thirsty – Trossachs Youth
Praise is an opportunity for
young people aged 13 to 19 to
come along and meet Christian
young people from the
Trossachs. At each event our
live praise band will lead some
singing and there will also be
teaching about what it means to
know God in the modern world.
The first event on the 25th of
October was a brilliant start and
the young people that came
said they really enjoyed it –
even though they thought the
music was a bit too loud. One
16yr old from Callander said “it
was like a cross between SU
and Spree and was just what
was needed in the area”.
Thirsty is a project run by
volunteers from churches
across the area from Callander
to Drymen. Hannah Sanderson
from Aberfoyle heads the
venture up and says “we are
pleased to be able to provide a
time and space that young
people can use to relax, listen to
some great live music and hear
about Christianity without any
old fashioned jargon: we want to
focus on what really matters to
young people here and now”.
Find out more on their facebook
page or contact Hannah via
email addressed to
youth@trossachspraise.co.uk
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Police Business

Anyone with information can contact Central Scotland Police on 01786 456000 or information can be given anonymously to
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111

Motorist appeal
Monday 16th November 2009
Police are appealing for information after
four men were seen to flag down passing
motorists on the M9 on Saturday
November 14.
Chief Inspector Donald McMilllan, head of
the Road Policing Unit, said: “Three men
were in a red estate car which had foreign
number plates and the car was on the
hard shoulder. A fourth man was standing
in the nearside lane trying to stop a
passing traffic. A motorist, who thought
they had broken down, stopped to help.
He quickly realised they were begging for
money and he returned to his car and
drove away. He then called the police.

“We are keen to trace these men who are
described as being middle aged and of
Asian appearance, They may well be
visitors to the country and don’t know it is
an offence to stop on the hard shoulder
unless it is an offence or that it is an
offence to walk on the motorway. They put
themselves and other motorists at risk.”
The incident occurred around 11.55am on
Saturday on the M9 near Grangemouth.
Chief Inspector McMillan added: “We urge
anyone who sees anything similar not to
stop but to note the location, description of
car and report the matter to us. The hard
shoulder is a dangerous location to stop
and is for emergencies only.

“Most people nowadays have mobile
phones to use to call for help or there are
motorway phones nearby which motorists
can use if they are stranded.”
Horses targeted in Thornhill
Monday 16th November 2009
Police in Stirling are appealing for
information after three horses had their
tails cut off.
The incidents occurred between Tuesday
October 27 and Tuesday November 10 in
fields in Thornhill.
Chief Inspector Kevin Findlater said: “We
are keen to speak to anyone who saw
anything suspicious or who has
information regarding these incidents.
This not only poses a risk to the horses
themselves but causes considerable
distress to the horse’s owners. We want to
ensure the people behind these crimes
are stopped and ask that anyone who has
any information at all to contact us on
01786 456000 or information can be given
anonymously to Crimestoppers on
0800 555111
Drugs Seized
14th November 2009
A house in Aberfoyle was searched by
Officers from the Community Team afer a

warrant was granted under the misuse of
drugs act 1971.
A quantity of drugs were recovered along
with electrical equipment associated with
the production of a controlled drug and 3
men were detained.
After initial investigation one man was
arrested and charged with various drug
offences. He is due to appear at Stirling
Sheriff Court early next month.
If you have concerns in relation to drug
dealing or misuse, then call in at Aberfoyle
Police Office or call crimestoppers free on
tel: 0800 555 111
Driving And Parking On Pavements
12th November 2009
Drivers are reminded of the dangers and
offences committed when driving up onto
pavements to park.
This is not only dangerous to pedestrians
but causes unnecessary obstruction and
damages the pavements and services
that are underneath.  Due to complaints
raised at Community Council Meetings,
concerns from parents and other
residents and the obvious dangers
explained, Police will be carrying out
patrols in and around the Main street in
Aberfoyle in an effort to deter drivers from
driving and parking in a way that appears
to be nothing more than a bad habit and
maybe being a bit lazy.
It may only be to nip into the shop for a
couple of minutes but its a problem so if
you can help and park properly then that
would be appreciated by Police and
others who are concerned about it.
Enforcement is a last resort but as has
already been reported if you do get a
ticket then you've only yourself to blame.
Aberfoyle
Man Charged
12th November 2009
A man who put up a CCTV camera on his
property was charged with a breach of the
peace after the camera was found to be
directed at the property of another.  CCTV
is an excellent way to protect your
property but the privacy of others must be
respected and used in the wrong manner
or for the wrong reasons could result in an
offence being committed.  If you would
like advice on CCTV security please call
in at Aberfoyle Police Office or call PC
O'May on tel: 01877 382519
Aberfoyle
Vehicle Checks
11th November 2009
A number of vehicles were stopped today
in and around the Aberfoyle area.  This
proactivity is to tackle travelling criminals
whilst reminding driver to ensure their

vehicles are up to scratch for winter
conditions.   One man saved a vehicle
defect charge when Officers noted one of
his brake lights was out. Lucky the man
had spare bulbs and was able to rectify
the fault immediately.
This type of patrol is continuing and
Officers in uniform and marked vehicles
are working along side plained clothed
officers for best effect
Fraudulent Telephone Calls
10th November 2009
Police are asking residents – particularly
elderly members of the community – to be
alert to phone calls in which they are
asked for bank details. The advice is
being issued after a 71 year old man in
Stirling was duped into giving his details
over the telephone to someone claiming
he was in line for a tax rebate. As a result
of this con, the victim lost a significant
three-figure sum of cash from his account.
A Central Scotland Police spokesman
said: “The simple advice to follow is that
where someone requests your bank
details in an unsolicited telephone call,
don’t give them out.”
Several other similar calls have been
received by householders in the Stirling
and Dunblane areas.  Constable Anton
Stephenson, Community Safety Officer,
Stirling said: “Phone calls by companies
selling services from installation of alarm
systems, security surveys and tax rebates
have caused concern to members of the
public due to the tactics adopted.

“There are a few things to remember when
answering your telephone: do not identify
yourself by name; do not give any
personal information eg age, details of
home ownership, bank details to the
person calling you; please remember that
you always have the option to hang up the
call.”
New Bench Away!
30th October 2009
The new bench recently sited on the Main
Street is temporarily away for
preservation treatment.  Contact has
been diligently made with the Police to
raise concern but residents can rest-
assured that it will be back soon.
Thanks to those who did contact
Police because if it was a genuine
theft then we would have had
the best opportunity time wise
to investigate it.  If you see
anything suspicious or are
unsure about anything then
don't hesitate to call PC
O'May on tel:01877 382519

In consultation with the local communities, it has been agreed that the following issues will be
targeted between 0ctober-December 2009. They are :
1. Illegal/Inconsiderate parking and speeding in and around Aberfoyle.
2. Preparation for the safe running of the forthcoming Rally for Scotland, which is taking place in
Aberfoyle area.
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When Strathard’s Community Council and
Community Trust were invited recently to nominate
someone for a new award ‘to recognise outstanding
voluntary effort, particularly where this is given over
a long period of time, benefits other residents and
improves the quality of life in your community’, there
was really only one name that came to mind – Ros
Dingwall our local postmistress.
The results were announced at the recent ‘Gathering’
run by the National Park’s Community Partnership,
when more than 100 people from all around the Park
got together, representing local development trusts,
community councils and other community groups.
Despite strong competition from many other
communities throughout the Park who had made
nominations, we were delighted to hear that Ros,
along with James Fisher from Arrochar, had won.
Ros and James became the first recipients of this
Community Partnership Volunteer of the Year Award
for their outstanding contributions to their
communities.

The judges of the competition noted particularly the
reasons why Ros was nominated for the award: ‘Ros
has given freely of her time for the benefit of the
community, and been a volunteer in numerous roles.
In her daily work running the Post Office in Aberfoyle
she is at the heart of the community and constantly a
source of assistance for queries and problems, and
also in helping many visitors to the area.’  We also
provided a long list of community organisations
where Ros has served in many capacities over a
period of 25 years.  Currently she is a member of
Strathard Community Council, a director of Strathard
Community Trust, a Trustee of Trossachs Area
Community Transport and chair of Aberfoyle
Memorial Hall Committee.
Ros’s prize was a champagne afternoon tea at
Cameron House and we hope she can free up a little
time to fit this into her busy schedule.  Well done Ros,
and thank you – Strathard is a better place to live
because of all your hard work and dedication!

‘  awarded to our Ros!

Ros on duty manning Aberfoyle
PO during the recent floods

October was our busiest month for a long time, with
several community councillors working hard on the final
stages of Big Lottery bid preparation and organising the
Senior Citizens’ Christmas dinner, as well as everything
else mentioned here.  The present Community Council is
dissolved in November, pending a new one being formed – see the box below.
Flooding
There was a full update in the last Strathard News and we continue to have a lot
of dialogue with Stirling Council – anybody still to return Council questionnaires
please do so as soon as possible.  Recent bad weather has confirmed a much
improved response by the Council and Police and we are liaising closely with
the Flooding Team to ensure that, when an incident is likely, support is on
standby in case the situation deteriorates and problems develop.  We are also
always on the lookout for flooding information including details of past incidents,
so were pleased to receive some fascinating newspaper reports showing
Aberfoyle cut off by floodwater sixty years ago – included elsewhere in this issue.
Rally of Scotland
This has now taken place without any major problems, but we identified quite a
few matters where the rally organisers did not organise things as well as
possible, nor in the way which we were told beforehand would be the case.  Not
least the non-appearance of expected early warning signage and some bad
driving practices on public roads.  Although some problems were beyond the
organisers’ control, like the closure of the A81 due to flooding and the resultant
diversion of spectator traffic through Gartmore.  Any incidents or problems
experienced during the rally week please let us know, since we intend to submit
feedback to help improve things the next time.  We understand this will be in
October 2010, which will please the many local fans who enjoyed watching the
event.
Main Street Improvements
Two smart new ‘Aberfoyle’ benches made by Kirkton Studios to match the

planters are now in place outside the Co-op, courtesy of Stirling Council
Streetscape – these have been welcomed by both locals and tourists.  The
benches on the opposite side of the road will be returned after repair.  See

also our separate article about the Sigrid Armitage memorial bench.
e-Community Council

www.strathard.org.uk had its launch delayed due to work on the
Lottery Bid, but again is imminent.  We would also like to be able to
send out occasional e-mails on matters of general interest to the
community, since we are aware not everybody looks at the

noticeboards.  For example pre-warnings about how the rally
would affect local residents or notifications when road closure is

likely due to flooding. You may receive a letter or e-mail about this
sometime in the next month – but if you don’t and would like to be on

the Strathard community e-mailing list, just let us know via
cc@strathard.org.uk.
Finally, the names of some of your new Community
Councillors are shown below – please do get in touch with
them on any relevant matter where you would like our help.

Fiona

Community Council Strathard Community Council meets on the 1st Thursday of
the month, alternating between Aberfoyle Memorial Hall,
Kinlochard Village Hall and Inversnaid Primary School. The
next meeting will be held in Inversnaid on 3rd
December at 7.30pm and then in Aberfoyle on 7th
January. Half an hour prior to the meetings a local District
Councillor (Tony Ffinch, Paul Owens or Fergus Wood) will hold
a surgery for residents who wish to raise issues and concerns.

Ward 1 Aberfoyle
John Clow
Ros Dingwall
Jimmy Quinn
Geraint Short

Ward 2 Kinlochard
Maureen Campbell
Mike Campbell
Fiona McEwan
1 more possibly

Ward 3 Inversnaid
To be elected

Community Councillors by Ward

Contact details: Tel 01877 387200
Email: cc@strathard.org.uk

www.strathard.org.uk

(pending final results of 2009 elections)

ARDBUILD
All Joinery, Building
& Roofing Work
Also Slabbing
Monoblock paving

Tel:  01877 387 238
Mob:  07749 418463

e-mail: ardbuild@hotmail.com
24 hr emergency callouts
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On Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th

October, the David Marshall Lodge
hosted an art exhibition by the
Killearn Byre Group of artists.  This
proved to be an extremely popular
attraction and was well attended,
particularly on the Saturday,
probably due to the exceptionally
beautiful autumn weather and the
many visitors who called in at the
Lodge.
The Byre group consists of painters
who originally learnt the ‘art’ of
painting and drawing from Anne
Johnston at the former Green Gallery
in Aberfoyle. On Anne’s retiral her
pupils decided that they would stay
together and build on what she had
taught them and premises were found in Killearn where they now meet on a weekly basis.  It should
be noted that some of the group do live in the Strathard area.
The talents of its members are varied and this was reflected in the work on display.  Indeed, it turned
out to be quite successful as an exhibition, as a good few of the artists’ works sold over those two days.
We would like to thank the staff of the Lodge in the help and enthusiasm with which they approached
the project and which assisted in making it a most enjoyable weekend for all.

Art at The Lodge The ceilidh, held in the Port Hall
last Saturday, was well attended.
The audience was treated to a
feast of music all provided by
enthusiastic youngsters.
Stushie, the Callander based
band, provided a joyous,
professional performance with
their collection of jigs, reels,
strathspeys, slow airs, western
and ballad vocals.
They were supported by local
musicians – Jodie Fraser,
trombone; Cooper Carroll,
guitar; Lucy Baston, fiddle and
the duo, Magnus Woods and
Robbie Oman, who sang two
songs of their own composition.
Donald McLean was fearan tighe.
Dorothy Rogers, of Cancer
Research UK, gave a vote of
thanks. She also explained to
the audience what progress and
research into cancer was taking
place in Scotland.
The splendid total for the
evening was £528.

Cancer Research UK

Friends and relatives of Sigrid
Armitage, a well-known and
much-loved resident of Milton
and Aberfoyle who passed away
in 2008, gathered outside Police
Buildings to unveil a
commemorative bench on 16th
October.  After several months of
planning by the Armitage family
and Strathard Community
Council, a beautiful hardwood
bench with a brass plaque was
finally placed in Sigrid’s honour at
a good location outside Police
Buildings in Main Street, opposite
the Trossachs Discovery Centre.
The bench will provide much
pleasure for many years to come
and is located at a pleasant spot
close to one of the new planters,
where Sigrid’s favourite flowers,
pansies, were added into the
display.
Sigrid’s family - Gillian, Martin,
Cameron and Morag - were all
there and many of her friends
came along on what we were
pleased to find was one of the
sunniest days of the month.
Afterwards there was plenty of
time to remember Sigrid when
everybody was invited to the
Clachan for coffee.  The
Community Council would like to
thank Sigrid’s family for donating
this splendid bench, which has
helped its ongoing campaign to
improve Main Street.
In case anybody wonders why
the bench is not in position at the
moment, it has been removed
temporarily for weatherproofing,
so that it will continue to look
smart and be a credit to Sigrid for
many years to come.

Sigrid Armitage Memorial Bench

Pictures:
Top left: Gillian and Martin on Sigrid's bench
Top right: Martin saying a few words about Sigrid
Centre left: Gillian plants the pansies
Centre right: Kathleen Duncan, Sigrid's former
neighbour, inaugurates the bench
Bottom: Ann & Jimmy Johnston and Jimmy Quinn
enjoy the sunshine
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Now that the tourist season is nearing its end for another year
and you can actually find a parking space in the car park is it not
time to reflect on the visitors we have met this year?   I have
discovered that you do not have to actually work in one of the
many venues that the visitors frequent to have had contact with
them.  In fact I have come to ponder if we have “local” tattooed
on our foreheads.  You only have to go to the shops to be asked
a variety of questions about our village.  One though, appears to
repeat itself.  “Where is the evidence of the Romans?”  It is a
justifiable question considering our proximity to Antonine’s Wall.
There are, as some of you already know, three different
scenarios to this, or perhaps more.
TAKE 1
Scene: In a fort on Antonine’s Wall, near Bearsden.  Antonine is
surveying the land to the north, as yet not occupied by The
Great Roman Army.
ANTONINE:  Pray tell me Marcus, what do they call that land to
the north?
MARCUS:  It is called Aberfoyle, Boss.
ANTONINE:  It is time we marched out and brought civilisation
to these people, don’t you think?  Tell the men to sharpen their
weapons, shine their armour and mend their sandals.  Next
week we will take that land and leave the people there greeting
like bairns, just as we did in Falkirk.
One week later Antonine set out with his army to invade
Aberfoyle.  All was going well until they were only a mile from the
village.  Suddenly they were met by the villagers, faces painted
blue, wielding many forms of weapons and shouting insults at
The Great Roman Army.  Antonine stopped in his tracks………
ANTONINE:  Marcus!  Sound the retreat.  The people here are
too tough for us!
The Great Roman Army about turned and marched a very quick
march back to the safety of their wall.  The people in Aberfoyle
were just too tough for the Romans.
TAKE 2
Scene: In a fort on Antonine’s Wall, near Bearsden.  Antoine is
surveying the land to the north, as yet not occupied by The
Great Roman Army.
ANTONINE:  Pray tell me Marcus, what do they call that land to
the north?
MARCUS:  It is called Aberfoyle, Boss.
ANTONINE:  It is time we marched out and brought civilisation
to these people, don’t you think?  Tell the men to sharpen their
weapons, shine their armour and mend their sandals.  Next
week we will take that land and leave the people there greeting
like bairns, just as we did in Falkirk.
One week later Antonine set out with his army to invade
Aberfoyle.  All was going well until they were only two miles from
the village.  Marcus could bear it no longer.  He was scratching
fit to burst.
MARCUS:  (turning to the soldier next to him) Fabius,
something is biting me.
FABIUS:  Me too, Marcus.  They are even biting my toes!
MARCUS:  Excuse me, Boss Antonine, something is biting us.
ANTONINE:  We are part of The Great Roman Army.  No small
biting insect can defeat us.
They marched another mile.  By this time the great ranks of
soldiers were in disarray.  Every soldier was scratching. Some
had taken off their helmets just to get to the little biting bugs.
MARCUS:  These insects are getting worse, Fabius.  I think
they are almost eating me alive.
FABIUS:  Me too, Marcus.  In fact some have even travelled up
my toga!
MARCUS:  Excuse me, Boss Antonine.  These hungry horrors
are eating us alive here.
ANTONINE:  You are correct Marcus.  Sound the retreat!
The Great Roman Army about turned and marched a very quick
march back to the safety of their wall.  They had been defeated
by the Aberfoyle midges!

TAKE 3
Scene: In a fort on
Antonine’s Wall, near
Bearsden.  Antonine is
surveying the land to the north,
as yet not occupied by The Great Roman
Army.
ANTONINE:  Pray tell me Marcus, what do
they call that land to the north?
MARCUS:  It is called Aberfoyle, Boss.
ANTONINE:  It is time we marched
out and brought civilisation to these
people, don’t you think?  Tell the men to sharpen
their weapons, shine their armour and mend their sandals.  Next
week we will take that land and leave the people there greeting
like bairns, just as we did in Falkirk.
Unknown to the Romans the Chief of Aberfoyle had set his best
secret agent out to spy on them.  On hearing this conversation,
he ran all the way back to tell the Chief of the forthcoming
Roman Invasion.  In fact, Nosey, the secret agent, became the
first marathon runner in Scotland.
NOSEY:  Chief!  Chief!  We are in great danger.  The Romans
are coming to invade us next week.  Shall I round up all the men
with whatever weapons they have in readiness for a battle.
CHIEF:  The Romans!  We do not need weapons to beat the
Romans.  Round up all the men, women and children too.  Tell
them to bring only shovels with them.
NOSEY:  Shovels!  How can we beat the Romans with shovels?
CHIEF:  Just do as I say.  All will be revealed.
(One hour later, the Chief addresses his people)
CHIEF:  I have asked you all to come here as I have important
information to give you.  Nosey, here, has informed me that next
week the Romans plan on attacking us and occupying our
village.  We cannot let this happen.  This week I want you all to
dig lots of holes in the roads around our village.  Go off and start
work now.  There is no time to lose.
One week later Antonine set out with his army to invade
Aberfoyle.  All was going well until they were only three miles
from the village.  Marcus stumbled and almost fell sideways into
the soldier on his right.
MARCUS:  Sorry about that, Fabius.  The road was a bit
uneven there.
FABIUS:  No problem.  Actually, it was a hole!
MARCUS:  A hole!  You don’t get holes in a road!
FABIUS:  You do here.  Look there’s another one.
MARCUS:  What kind of place is this?  Excuse me, Boss
Antonine; there are holes in the road.
ANTONINE:  It’s only a few.  Do not worry, the Great Roman
Army will mend them.
(One mile further on…)
MARCUS:  Excuse me, Boss Antonine, these holes in the road
are getting worse.  It is difficult to march in straight lines.
ANTONINE:  Do not worry, Marcus.  The Great Roman Army
will mend them.
(One mile further on……)
MARCUS:  Excuse me, Boss Antonine.  The Great Roman
Army is being injured by these holes in the road.
ANTONINE: You are correct Marcus.  Sound the retreat.
We cannot possibly stay in such a place with such
dreadful roads.
The Great Roman Army about turned and limped a
very slow march back to the safety of their wall.
They had been defeated by the holes in the
Aberfoyle roads!
Next season when the tourists return to our
village and ask where the evidence of the
Roman Occupation is, you will be able to
show them!   Won’t you?

Janette Bond

THEY CAME………THEY SAW…….THEY LEFT!
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National Park News
By Owen McKee
Unless you have been on an interplanetary
flight for over a year you will be aware that
the country's finances are in dire straits and
consequently funding to public bodies over
the next few years will be less than
generous. Indeed cutbacks are likely to be
the norm. It was with some fear and
trepidation, therefore, that I listened in to the
Scottish Parliament's debate on National
Parks at the beginning of November.
The  focus of the debate was the
recent Strategic Review of our two National
Parks and the worth of National Parks to
Scotland. Amazingly speaker after speaker
had nothing but praise for both National
Parks and there was pressure for the
creation of some more, particularly a
Coastal and Marine National Park. There
was even the suggestion by one speaker
that more funding be made available so that
the Parks can do even more good work.
Clearly in the present economic climate that
will not happen.
Did the MSPs approve of the
recommendations of the Strategic Review?
The  answer there was broadly yes. They
agreed that membership of our Board
should be cut from its present figure of 25 to
17. The directly elected group will remain at
5 but the Local Authority nominated group
and the ministerial appointments will reduce
to 6 each. Under this arrangement Stirling
Council will appoint 2 members instead of
the current 4.

There had been a proposal that the
Convener and Deputy Convener be by
ministerial appointment but this was
rejected so that the board will be able to
continue the present practice of filling these
posts from its own ranks. The other major
agreement was that there should be a short
term review group, under the chairmanship
of the minister, which will look at boundary
changes and possible new Parks with the
recent positive vote by the residents of
Harris mentioned. The changes are
scheduled to come into force in October
2010.
And that date is one of the driving forces
behind finalising  our new Local
Development Plan. What is the state of play
there?
After much consultation it is hoped that a
Final Draft Local Plan will be approved by
the Board at its meeting on 14th December.
If so that will then go out for the statutory six
week consultation by January/February.
Then follows consideration of the objections
and possible adjustments, review by the
Reporter who will decide whether
objections have been fairly dealt with or
whether further enquiry or a public hearing
is required. With a little luck the new Local
Plan will be in play in time for the newly
constituted board.
Back to the finances. In the early years of
any organisation staffing is geared to
ensuring that operational structures are put

in place whilst
work of the
organisation
proceeds. With everything in place it is
necessary to review the staffing needs.
That review took place earlier this year and
it was decided that a number of posts were
not required. Consequently a scheme  for
voluntary redundancy was introduced and a
number of staff took advantage of it.
Staffing has now been slimmed down to
needs. In the early years various assets
were transferred to the Park Authority from
Local Authorities. A review of these assets
has now been completed and where they
do not fit into our operational scheme they
will be disposed of.  You can rest assured
that the Park Authority is well aware that it
has to spend the public's money wisely.
The Festive Season will be here before the
next edition of the Strathard News so may I
take this opportunity to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Prosperous New Year.
As always I can be contacted regarding
National Park matters as follows:
Post:     Taigh Na Bhuth,
            Lochearnhead,
            FK19 8PR
Phone:  01567 830214
owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk

The Dog Collar Incident
Wullie had never agreed with the belief held by some
that because you are old, then you are ‘not all there’.
Some oldies are slow, he would say, but many more
are as sharp as tacks.  And it’s the same with people
of any age, there are those who are quick witted and
others who walk around wired to a Mars bar.  Age
had very little to do with it, he would argue.
Wullie had experience of this recently when up at the
David Marshall Lodge, that Dear Green Place,
walking his dog.  The dog had recently been spayed
and as a result wore one of those plastic collars
shaped like a funnel so that the dog could not get at
the stitches.  He and his dog were passing a coach
whose passengers had just spilled out, a Saga trip
by the look of most of them.  One old couple,
apparently curious, broke away from the group and
approached Wullie.  The old lady then asked him,
‘Excuse me, is that a local custom,’ indicating the
collar, ‘or is there some reason for the dog having
it on?’
Keeping a straight face, Wullie explained that it
was so the dog would not lick his
wound.  He then went on to say,
jokingly, that his wife was going to
get a similar collar for him to which
the old lady’s husband quipped, ‘Is
that so that you can’t lick your bits!’
‘Aye, very good,’ said Wullie, quick as a
flash, being a well kent master of the repartee
and the quick bon mot.  Whereupon, after that subtle
putdown, Wullie marched on, head held high - which
is more than could be said for his dog.

Tall Tales From
The Trossachs By W.T.P.
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Mrs Helen Quinn would like to thank the staff and
management of The Scottish Wool Centre for a
wonderful day out. She won her VIP visit in a Name the
Sheepdog competition. In particular she would like to
thank Kenny Dickson.

Thank You

Loch Ard Local History Group

In 1999 and again in 2002 we appealed to residents of Strathard
to search out any old photographs they had and bring them
along to our “scanning day” in Kinlochard Village Hall. The
response was magnificent and we were able to save hundreds
of historic pictures to computer. They were put onto two CDs and
many copies were distributed but there must be people who
either haven’t ever seen them or haven’t had the kit to view them
since. You can put that right by coming along to the next meeting
of the Local History Group where they will be shown projected
onto a big screen.

7.30pm Monday 7th December
Kinlochard Village Hall

Women in the Trossachs

Our AGM is in December again this year,
so we can have plenty of time afterwards
to enjoy this pre-Christmas social and
foodie evening hosted by Deli Ecosse.
Come along and meet other women who
live or work in and around the Trossachs.
For more information and monthly meeting
details see www.witt.org.uk, phone 01877
387200 or e-mail admin@witt.org.uk.  All
welcome.

Wine, Nibbles & Puddings
Wednesday 2 December at 7.30pm
Deli Ecosse, Callander

Anne McGuire MP
It may not
seem like it,
but this time
last year,
the world
banking

system and the global economy
were staring into the abyss.
At that time, the Government,
under Gordon Brown’s
leadership, took action and
stepped in to support the
economy and led the global
response through the UK’s
leadership of the G20.
Since that time the Government
has put in place unprecedented
support for individuals and
businesses and although the
job isn’t finished yet and I know
that it has been a tough year for
many people in the Stirling
constituency, all expectations
are that we are now turning the
corner toward recovery.
This is always a busy period for
my Constituency Office and I
will be holding a number of
events in the run up to
Christmas.  I will be holding the

final roving surgeries of 2009
across the constituency and I
will also be holding my annual
Christmas Card Competition at
the beginning of December.
I continue to be impressed by
the commitment of local groups
and individuals who use their
own time to help others or give
something back to their
communities, so I would like to
take this opportunity to wish the
Editorial Team at the Strathard
News every success for the
future.
I also hope that all readers of
the Strathard News have a
merry and peaceful Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Constituents can contact me as
usual on any issue affecting
them or their community at the
Parliamentary Advice Office, 22
Viewfield Street, Stirling FK8
1UA, telephone 01786 446515
or by email at
mcguirea@parliament.uk.  You
can also keep up-to-date with
news on my web-site
www.annemcguiremp.org.uk
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VEHICLES FOR SALE

V/W Golf 1.9 tdI Match (09/58) In Blue Graphite, 7,200
Miles

£12,750

Renault Grand Espace DCi 150 Dynamique (07/57) 2
Owners, FSH, with panoramic roof, 16,000 Miles

£13,995

Volkswagen Touareg 2.5 TDi SE Manual (05/55) Bright
Blue with Beige Leather, Sat Nav, Cruise Control, Heated
Seats, 6 Disc CD, 53,000 Miles, FSH

£14,750

Renault Modus 1.4 Oasis (06/06) As new in Metallic Red,
15,000 miles

£5,450

Fiat Doblo Wheelchair Access JTD (08/08) with A/C,
Alloys, 22,000 Miles

£8,950

Vauxhall Astra 1.4 Life (05/05) 32,000 Miles, in Black with
A/C

£4,650

Alfa Romeo 147 T Spark Lusso (05/55) 1 Owner, FSH,
40,000 Miles

£4,995.

Vauxhall Corsa 1.3 CDTi Van (06/06) 31,000 Miles in
White

£3,250 + VAT

Ford Fiesta 1.2 Style (06/06) 2 Owners, In Blue, 23,000
Miles

£5,250

MOT • SERVICE • TYRES
 We will now carry out a FREE pre MOT Check.

 We provide a courtesy car or uplift/drop off service.
Please call Keni or Sheena on 01786 850500.

Janefield, Ruskie, Stirlingshire FK8 3LG
Tel: 01786 850500

Mob: 07977 133503  Fax: 01786 850555
Email: directvehicleopt@aol.com  www.directvehicleoptions.co.uk

We are Open: Mon-Sat 8:00-20:00 Sun by Appointment

*Images for illustration purposes only.
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The last six months at Aberfoyle Station has been
a busy period with training in Water Awareness,
Basic Life Support and the new Airwave radio
system which allows communication with all
emergency services. We are also delighted to
welcome new recruit Rob Mullholland to the team.
The crew are also pleased to report that the bonfire
celebrations in our community went ahead safely and that there
were no call outs to related incidents over this period.

Aberfoyle station would like to wish
the Strathard community a

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Please celebrate safely

Celebrate Safely and be fire aware this Christmas
� Protect your home from fire
� Ensure decorative lights meet British Standards and are

in good working order.
� If the bulbs blow, replace them.
� Turn decorative lights off at night and when you go out.
� Make sure candles are in a secure holder on a heat-

resistant surface.
� Don’t leave them unattended.
� Put them out completely at night.
� Keep decorations, wrapping paper and greeting cards

away from fireplaces, candles, heaters and decorative
lights.

Electric Blankets
Every year in Britain 20 people die and 250 are injured because of
electric blanket fires.

� Always follow the manufacturer’s care instructions.
� Check the blanket, flex and plug regularly for damage

and if in doubt discontinue use.
� Never leave an electric blanket switched on whilst you

are in bed unless it is marked ‘suitable for all night use’.
� Under blankets should be tied securely to the bed.
� New blankets should be BEAB approved or marked BS

EN 60907 and preferably be fitted with an overheat
protection safety system.

Smoking
� Never leave a lit cigarette unattended.
� Make sure all cigarettes are put out in an ashtray

properly.
� Never smoke in bed. It’s too easy to drop off to sleep.

Remember – it’s easy to be careless when you are tired or if you
have been drinking.

Smoke alarms save lives!
Fit one on every floor of your home and test the batteries regularly.
If there’s a fire….Get out – Stay out – Dial 999!

Central Scotland Fire and Rescue service

For straight-talking-honest-to-goodness
advice you can count on.

Q. We have a bit of a problem with our younger neighbour.  Every
summer when she mows her lawn, she dresses in nothing more
than what can only be described as very short pants and a skimpy
top.  We can see her from our upstairs bedroom window and we
find it quite upsetting, particularly my wife.  Recently I’ve had to cut
back our yew hedge between our properties to allow more light into
our garden.  This had made the situation worse as we can now see
her from our front lawn.  My wife is most upset.  What can I do?

A. So, from watching her from upstairs, through your cutting your
hedge back, you can now see all from your garden, no doubt sitting
on a deckchair with a cuppa?  I think your wife smells a rat, and it’s
probably the one she married!  Take my tip. Plant a Leylandii hedge
(fast growing) and that might calm your wife down.  And you can
then return upstairs, you saddo.

Q.  My husband and I have been happily married for ten years.  We
have no family and recently a bought a puppy dog.  She’s a wee
cutie but sadly my mother-in-law, who stays
over with us frequently, has been
disapproving.  The pup does wee in the
house and I’ve not trained her fully yet.  My
mother-in-law, who really is a lovely woman,
although at times a bit critical of the way I run
our home and sometimes checks for dust
and dirt when she arrives, has threatened
to stop visiting us unless I get rid of the
pup.  At her last visit she stated quite
forcefully it was either her or the dog.
Can you help?

A.  Keep the dog.
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A View from the Lodge!
Contributions welcome. Contact David Wilkie on 01877 382258 or email clubs@strathardnews.com

Courtesy of John McKinlay

It seems strange to think that, barely a decade or so ago, the David
Marshall Lodge was only open for six months of the year, running
from Easter until October. Over the years, demands and
expectations for a wider variety of recreational pursuits and
activities have increased to the point that the season has now
extended to all but six weeks of the calendar. Despite this, tradition
holds strong in the thinking of the DML staff, who still consider the
Easter weekend as a ‘curtain raiser’ and the October Halloween
party as a kind of ‘finale’ to the season.
Although both attract similarly large numbers of visitors, these two
events offer little comparison in terms of style and format.
Easter can easily be classed as a time for celebration, both in
religious terms, and the coming of spring. As the harsh winter
conditions recede, and the forest landscape takes on new life
amidst an explosion of vibrant colours, there is a marvellous air of
expectancy and an abiding sense of innocent adventure to be
found at this time.
Halloween, on the other hand, could be more described as a
theatrical production, involving a large cast of ‘players’ with the
obvious accent on costume and decoration. There is also a school
of thought that Halloween is now competing heavily with Christmas
as the most popular event of the year. Some say that the true
concept of Christmas is gradually being eroded. Certainly, in the
modern day era, it appears to start around mid-summer, as
companies adopt lengthy ‘must have’ marketing policies.
Halloween, conversely, is affordable, and is over in an instant. It
also brings out the best in people, with no constraints, locking them
into their own passions. It celebrates the freedom of children’s
imaginations, which these days are too often shackled much too

young to adult cares, adult needs, and adult responsibilities. It is an
opportunity to be creative and inventive, and in marked contrast to
the hysteria and forced enjoyment of the yuletide season. I also
have a notion that winning a prize for best costume at Halloween
will stay longer in the memory of a child than the limited novelty
value of the latest gadget in a Christmas parcel.

HALLOWEEN
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DML Halloween Photo Gallery
DML Notice Board

Guess what's happening this month.... ?

REAL CHRISTMAS TREES

On sale from Saturday the 5th of December

WINTER BIRDS DAY

SUNDAY 6 DECEMBER   11.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Staff will be on hand to offer advice on cheap ways to feed

the birds in your garden over the winter, using kitchen

scraps. There will also be an opportunity to help identify

the birds through interpretation displays. This is a free

event.
CHRISTMAS FUN DAY

SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER   11.00 a.m. -4.00 p.m.

Our old friends from the Lomond Mountain Rescue Team

will be holding their annual fund-raising day with a tombol-

la, raffle and demonstrations. There will also be mulled

wine, mince pies and some good chat available !

SUNDAY 13 DECEMBER   12.00 O'clock

Definitely a day for the kids as The Great Man himself, Fa-

ther Christmas, will be gracing the Lodge with his pres-

ence from around midday.

There will also be a Christmas Treasure Hunt available

throughout the month from the first weekend.

CLOSING AND OPENING DATES.

FOREST CRAFTS SHOP

Closed from 12.00 p.m. DECEMBER 24th

Closed JANUARY

Open from FEBRUARY 4th, THURSDAY TO SUNDAY ONLY,

10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Open seven days from MARCH 1st.

CHILL OUT

Closed from 12.00 p.m. DECEMBER 24th

Closed JANUARY

Open from FEBRUARY 10th.

BLUEBELL CAFÉ

Closed 25th and 26th DECEMBER

Open from 27th - 31st DECEMBER, 10.O0 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Closed 1st JANUARY

Open 2nd and 3rd JANUARY, 10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Closed the rest of JANUARY

Open from FEBRUARY 4th

GO APE
Closed from 30th NOVEMBER

Open, weekends only 27th FEBRUARY - 21st MARCH

Open full time from 26th MARCH ( excepting Tuesdays )

HAVE A GREAT CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR !
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My mother lives in Kent. I drive to visit her as
often as I can. If I start from here at tea-time,
Glasgow and the Motorway can be reached just
as the traffic is tailing off from the rush hour.  All
being well, I can be tucked up in bed within a
couple hours of midnight.
On one recent journey, the M6 was surprisingly
empty, and good time was being made. But then a
message appeared on the overhead gantry: ‘motorway
closed southbound for routine maintenance: follow
diversion’. Men in fluorescent jackets were helpfully waving
traffic off at the junction. But beyond the junction there was
nothing at all to indicate the route of the diversion. Within
minutes I was plunged into a maze of small country lanes.
Were they leading to or away from my route? My car boasts
both a compass and a sat nav. system. The former was
whirring round uselessly at every turn of the road and the
latter presented a virtually blank screen with instructions to
turn first left, and then, immediately after, right. The
blackness of the night and a falling mist contributed to my
general unease.
Thus it was with some relief that after nearly half an hour the
glare of a ring of orange sodium lights appeared on the far
horizon. At last I had something to work towards, and in time
I discovered the lights to mark a roundabout connecting to
an arterial road.
For many generations the people of Israel were lost in
darkness. They were harried by invaders who robbed them
of homes and possessions. Many were sent away by their
captors into slavery. Amongst the people was a prophet
named Isaiah. He continually assured the people that all
was not lost. He promised one day a saviour would come in
their midst. Isaiah wrote in the scriptures, ‘The people that
walked in darkness have seen a great light. They lived in a
land of shadows, but now light is shining on them.’ Isaiah
chapter 9 verse 2.
Christmas celebrates the birth of Christ.  Although born over
two thousand years ago our firm belief is that his presence
is with us still. Looking back over 2009 we feel perhaps we

too have walked in a darkness of
uncertainty. How should our
troops best be deployed in world
affairs? Is so called ‘quantative
easing’ helping our economy?
What does 2010 hold for our
livelihoods, and indeed for our
way of life?
If we feel we too walk in darkness
then all is not lost: there is a light
to follow. Join us in the
celebration of this light in what is
often darkness.

St Mary’s Episcopal Church
Aberfoyle and Port of Menteith
Parish Church

Richard Grosse, Rector of St Mary’s

From the Manse

A Christmas Story
It was the night before Christmas.  The moon shone over the hills, the
stars twinkled kindly in the skies and all was quiet as people slept.
In heaven all was noisy.  God had a plan.  God had decided that there was
nothing for it but to come to earth himself to show people how to live.
Worse, in the angels’ opinion, God had decided to come down to earth as
a baby in a town no one had ever heard of, called Bethlehem.  The angels
were upset.  They thought no one would take notice of a little baby,
especially one born in a stable.  At least give him a palace, they pleaded.
The angels became even more upset.  Not only had God decided to be
born a baby in a stable in Bethlehem, because God so loved the world, but
God had decided that the angel to tell the world the good news would be
Raphaella.
Raphaella was an unusual angel.  If heaven had a league table, she would
be at the bottom.  Oh, she tried very hard, but she
couldn’t fly very well, she was always messy, and
though the other angels were slim and beautiful,
Raphaella was, well, rather plump and ugly.
But she’s very kind, said some of her angel friends.
And she’s got beautiful eyes, said some of the others.
(Which is what people often say about people who are
on the plain side.)
But she giggles so, protested other angels.  And she
always has chocolate on her robes and face, and she
cannot even sing, they added.  This was true.  She
sounded like a corncrake with laryngitis.
God was insistent that Raphaella would take the news.  She was very
proud and very scared.  She smartened herself up, straightened her halo,
fluttered her wings as gracefully as she could and practised her singing.
Oh dear.
Raphaella left heaven and fluttered through the Milky Way.  She thought
longingly of another Milky Way, one that just melts in the mouth.  She
tweaked the moons of Jupiter, bruised her wing on the rings of Saturn,
licked her lips when she passed Mars, and couldn’t resist playing tag with
the shooting stars.  Up in heaven the others angels watched, wings
bristling with indignation.
Then Raphaella espied something special below her.  It was blue and
green and little, but the most beautiful thing she had ever seen.   Earth.
She flew closer and closer, until she found the little country of Judah, then
the green hills and fertile valleys of Galilee, and finally the sleepy town of
Bethlehem.  She was supposed to visit the shepherds in the hills, but she
just had to take a wee keek into the stable.  There she saw Mary and
Joseph, exhausted, asleep on the straw, and a tiny baby whose starfish
hands reached up to catch the moonbeams.
Raphaella was sure the baby smiled at her, though they say babies can’t
smile until they are six weeks old; but she could swear he did and her heart
felt as fluttery as her angel wings.
She remembered she had to tell the shepherds about the baby.  She was
getting stage fright.  How was she to sing like an angel?  She knew her
limitations.  But she remembered God had chosen her, trusted her and put
his faith in her, so she flitted nervously above the little town of Bethlehem
until she saw some shepherds gathered on a hillside, tending their flocks.
Here goes, Rafaella thought to herself.  She glided down to the shepherds,
almost gracefully too. (“Huh, I should think so too,” said one of the angels
in heaven, “after that long practice flight”.)
The shepherds were sore afraid to meet an angel, pretty amazed to hear
her news, and left their sheep to go and see the baby for themselves.  In
heaven the angels watching were VERY amazed.  For when Raphaella
had sung to the shepherds giving God’s message, she had sounded just
like an angel.  The angels rejoiced, deeply moved at what God had set
himself to do and astonished that Rafaella had accomplished her task.
The angels saw that Rafaella had changed completely.  Not only could she
now sing like an angel, but she was beautiful too.  For Raphaella had
glimpsed all the hope and promise in the baby Jesus and had seen for
herself the love of God shaped in a human body.  Love had made
Raphaella all lovely, for seeing the love of God changes even an angel.
In the baby Jesus born in a stable, love had indeed come down at Christmas.

May we too be transformed this Christmas.
Do have a happy Christmas,
Linda
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Another great result for Falkirk and Callander
Taekwondo club at the recent
UK championships with the club winning a UK
Championship event for the 3rd time in a
row  beating teams  from Malaysia  Ireland
England Wales and Scotland.
What a fantastic year it has been for the club:
winning the Individual UK Championship in
November 08 then the Team UK Championship
in April 09 and again the Individual
UK Championships in November 09. I don't
remember any other club in Scotland achieving
this feat which is fantastic for Scotland and for
our club.
The tournament was organised and hosted by
Grandmaster T.K.Loh who invited the Malaysia
team to the event. We also had the honour of
having Master TL Loh at the  event with the
Malaysia demonstration team who put on a
great show at the end of the day to finish off a
great event.
The club won 6 Golds, 10 Silvers and 10
Bronzes against 312 competitors. Our patterns
medal haul gets larger every event with this one
giving us 4 Silver and 1 Bronze, but it’s in  the
sparring that we excel winning 6 Gold, 6 Silver
and 9 Bronze.
We competed against clubs from Malaysia,
England, Ireland, Wales and Scotland and came
out the best.
Special mention for this competition goes to
Conan Irvine who turned 16 a few weeks ago
and had to compete in the adult male section for
the 1st time and was up against a player from

Malaysia in the preliminary round which
he won with a technical knockout after 47
seconds when his opponent was counted
out after a great axe kick. He then had to
go up against an experienced Glasgow
squad player in a nail biting final coming
from 9 to 7 down and winning 12 to 11 to
give him his 2nd Gold of the day and his
first in the adult section.
Liam Muir also deserves a mention
winning Gold, Silver and Bronze in 3
different weight categories. With an
injured foot he showed true grit and
determination to win his medals as does
Alasdair Cox who added 2 more Silvers and a
Gold to his growing collection of silverware.
Lastly Ricky Buchanan, one of our senior adult
players, won all his 3 fights by a clear 7 points
victory winning his 2nd Gold medal in only 3
competitions and Ian Hodge, another senior in
his 1st competition, won a Gold and Silver in the
heavy and middle weight divisions.
I could go on and mention all students who
competed as every one of them did their club
and parents proud by having the courage to
compete and win the shield for our club.
Medal winners were as follows:
Gold medallists: Conan Irvine (2), Liam Muir, Ian
Hodge, Ricky Buchanan, Alasdair Cox.
Silver medallists: Lorraine Buchanan, Ian
Hodge, Liam Muir, Alasdair Cox (2), Scott
McCoull, Michael Taylor, Eilidh Walker, Anna
Holden, Steven Respinger.

Bronze medallists: Jamie Thomson, Robbie
Player, Ross Walker, Anna Holden, Callum
Gray, Daniel Hesp, Liam Muir, Marc Rivett,
Owen Horne (2).
We also have to mention our other competitors
who just missed out on a medal. They were
Eilidh Johnston, Kelly Irvine, Beth Grant, Lottie
Hesp, Alan Taylor, Tony Clark, Iona Pritchard,
Kenny McMahon and Sandy Robertson.
The club keeps going from strength to strength
in the TTA and is now the undisputed
champions 3 times in a row. If you want to train
with the best come along for a free 2 week
training session  and see how you enjoy the
training. We run classes in Falkirk, Stirling,
Callander and Dunblane. ontact Duncan on
01324 472635 / 07713 193841 or visit  our
website www.falkirktaekwondo.co.uk
www.callander-taekwondo.co.uk for information.

3 in a row UK Champs do it again

main street
aberfoyleguyana

unique range of arts
and crafts from
throughout the world.

extensive plant
area for all your
gardening needs.

plants,  art  and  crafts

open seven days
10 am to 6 pm

tel. 01877 382 308
enquiries@guyana.ltd.uk

www.guyana.ltd.uk

Bathroom Suite Installations

Gas & LPG High Efficiency Boilers
Wet Electric Heating Systems

Landlord Certificates / Gas Safety Checks

FREE ESTIMATES     NO JOB TOO SMALL

Gas Safe Registered Engineer

T 01360 440144 M 07754 521213

Plumbing Installations - New & Renovations

Endrick
P L U M B I N G
&  H E A T I N G

Wester Ballat Steadings, Balfron Station, Glasgow G63 0SH

Boiler Servicing & Repair

R&C LUKE

01324 625624

T/a J. Brown
Coal Merchant & Contractor
12-14 Slamannon Road
Falkirk FK1 1LG
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It is the season to be merry but is also the
season when we tend to take stock of our
lives, reflect on the year we have just had
and make all those resolutions for the year to
come.  This year, why not make
an extra new years resolution, in
addition to all those ones we all
make to get fit, stop smoking,
lose weight or finally get around
to learning that foreign language
you have been meaning to do for
ages (or is that just me?)?  Why
not make a resolution to do
something to help the wildlife in
your garden?  We can’t deny
that our climate is changing and
that things are getting harder for
the wildlife in our gardens.  The
earth’s average temperature
rose by 0.6°C in the 20th century.
This might not sound a lot but in terms of
wildlife it is and if we do nothing to limit this
temperature rise then at least one third of
land-based plant and animal species could
be committed to extinction by the 2050s.

The thing is, if we all do a few little things then
they add up to make a big difference.  The
way to start is to think locally rather than
globally, you can start in your own back

garden.  Literally!  Setting up
a bird feeding station,
creating a habitat pile or
digging a wildlife pond in
your garden is much easier
than you might think and you
will benefit just as much as
the wildlife.  I know I’m
biased but I think watching
the birds flitting about on my
feeders is a great way to
spend 10 minutes here or an
hour there.  It’s also a great
way to get kids interested in
wildlife and the great
outdoors, you could even be

adding to valuable scientific research.  For
the last 30 years we have been running the
Big Garden Birdwatch, the world’s largest
bird survey, and each year hundreds of
thousands of people take part, giving us an

invaluable insight into the
UK’s winter bird
population.  In fact, for our
thirtieth birthday this year
over half a million people
took part in the survey, so why not join in and
have a go in 2010?  It couldn’t be easier, all
you have to do is watch the birds in your
garden for one hour on either Saturday 30th
or Sunday 31st January and then tell us what
you saw.  You can get more information on
the survey, have a look at this years result
and enter your results on our website
www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch. So go on, get
that feeding station filled up, make yourself a
cuppa and see what you get! And of course,
have a lovely
Christmas from all of us in the RSPB Central
Scotland reserves team and we look forward
to seeing you out on the reserve in the New
Year.

Allison Leonard
Central Scotland Reserves,
Assistant Warden

RSPB Inversnaid Reserve

Households in rural parts of
Scotland will be offered cheap to
run, 'plug in' energy to help cut
household fuel bills.
Grants of up to £6500 are being
made available through the
Scottish Government's £60
million Energy Assistance
Package, to install low-carbon air
source heat pumps for people
who normally have to rely on oil
or solid fuels.
The technology generates at
least 2.5 times as much energy
as it consumes and works in
temperatures as low as -15C
powering heating and hot water
all year round - and lowering
carbon emissions.
Visiting the Mitsubishi plant in
Livingston today, where the
pumps are being manufactured,
Housing and Communities
Minister Alex Neil said:

"The help available through the
Energy Assistance Package is
second to none in helping people
who are struggling with rising fuel
bills.

"For people in rural areas who are
often hit by even higher fuel costs,
help like this is particularly
important, especially at this time
of year.

"We want to get the message out
that everyone can benefit from
this scheme, in one way or
another, and I would encourage
anyone who is struggling with fuel
bills to pick up the phone."
Since the launch of the Energy
Assistance Package in April, over
25,000 households in Scotland
have been given energy savings
advice.

In the last month, nearly 500
households have been moved to
cheaper social tariffs and over
500 have received help to get all
the benefits they are entitled to,
increasing household income by,
on average, £1200 a year.
John Kellett, General Manager of
Mitsubishi Electric Heating
Systems said:

"We have invested 2.5million
pounds on additional test
facilities at Livingston and
increased our resources both for
labour and equipment specifically
focused on manufacturing
heating units for the UK and
Europe.

"This order for air source heat
pumps by the Scottish
Government also helps
broadcast the technology as the
major viable, mass market
alternative to gas and oil heating."
For further information about the
Energy Assistance Package
please visit
www.energyassistancepackage.
com or free phone 0800 512 012.
Air source heat pumps use
reverse refrigeration technology
to take heat from the air, ground
or water and transfer it to a
heating system. They make
efficient use of electricity and can
often make use of existing
radiators.
The units sit outside the home
with two small pipes going
through the wall to a heat
exchanger within a storage
cylinder which feeds the radiators.
Contact Karen Jordan 0131 244
4008  / 07825 905 987

Grants for Cheaper Energy Available
for Households Not on the Gas Grid

The Bathtub Test
During a visit to a mental asylum, a visitor asked the Director how
to determine whether or not a patient should be institutionalised.
‘Well,’ said the Director, ‘We fill up a bathtub and then we offer a
teaspoon, a teacup and a bucket to the patient and ask him or her
to empty the bathtub.’
‘Oh, I understand,’ said the visitor, ‘A normal person would use the
bucket because it’s bigger than the teaspoon or the teacup.’
‘No,’ said the Director, ‘A normal person would pull the plug.  Do you
want a bed near the window?’
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Loch Lomond & The Trossachs
National Park Authority and the
Royal Scottish Forestry Society
are on the hunt for people to join
in with a world record attempt to
plant as many trees as possible
in 1 hour. The attempt will take
place on Saturday 5 December
at Cashel Forest near
Rowardennan. As part of
national Tree Week, BBC
Breathing Places is inviting
people around the country to join
the ‘Tree O’Clock’ event. It
hopes to break the World record
for the most trees planted in an
hour at multiple locations across
the UK. The overall aim is to
plant a million trees beating the
current record of 653,143 held
by the Phillipines.
National Park Rangers, Cashel
Forest staff, local communities,
brownies and scouts are joining
the attempt and need more
people to come along on the day
to help out.
Cashel is a project run by the
Royal Scottish Forestry Society
and is known as the Forest for a
Thousand Years. The project
hopes to restore and regenerate

Scotland’s native woods to their
original splendour.
National Park Rangers have
grown some of the saplings from
locally-collected seed in a
special nursery in Luss with help
from local primary schools. Other
trees have been supplied by the
National Park Natural Heritage
Grant Scheme.
Speaking about the event, Iona
Hyde, National Park Woodlands
Officer, said: “We want as many
people as possible to come
along and help join in this world
record breaking attempt. It’s
going to be a fun event for all the
family to get involved with but we
also want to highlight the
importance of planting trees and
long-term forestry issues in the
National Park.”
Volunteers are asked to meet at
10am for a briefing and to bring
wellies, waterproofs and a
packed lunch. If you’re
interested in joining in, it’s
essential to register first.
Please contact Matt Drew on
01389 722600 or email
matt.drew@lochlomond-
trossachs.org

World Record Tree Planting
Event Needs You Our thanks to everybody who joined

Trossachs Area Community
Transport (TACT) as a member during
the 3 weeks leading up to our final bid
deadline.  If we are successful and
receive an offer of Big Lottery funding
then you will have helped to make that
happen.  Membership numbers from a starting point of 49 on
14th October reached an amazing 325 by the bid deadline on
1st November and we have managed also to submit the latest
update – a grand total of 345 members.  This recruitment drive
was the result of lots of hard work by many local people, and our
press release about the bid even made front-page headlines in
the Stirling Observer, which gave a good boost to the campaign.
Now we just have to wait for the result, but we have been
advised applicants are not told in advance of when their case is
being decided.  We were one of the 50 applications mentioned
in the press release below, with a Lottery bid value of £408,397,
and a ‘project value’ of £451,235.  This includes capital funding
to buy all the Main Street land, buildings and equipment at
valuation and to carry out a few vital improvements, and also
some start-up revenue funding.
‘Highlands and Islands Enterprise has carried out final checks on
over 50 applications to the Big Lottery for almost £30 million
from community groups across Scotland.  Communities from
Shetland to Dumfries, and from the Western Isles to Aberdeen,
are bidding for amounts from £54,000 to over £1.5 million in the
final round of funding from the 'Growing Community Assets'
(GCA) fund’.
TACT would operate the petrol station and shop, but rent out the
workshop and bus garage (as at present) to Aberfoyle Coaches.
Alterations would be made to the shop space and petrol prices
charged would be in line with other similar rural petrol stations.
Some new facilities and services would be introduced, based on
suggestions made by local people at the BIG Garage Open Day
last year.  There are further plans too for improvements at the
site during a second phase, but that will only be possible if we
first acquire the garage through this bid.
Members of the community company, which is now a
recognised charity, will receive updates directly and it is still
possible to join at any time for £1.  Membership forms can be
downloaded from www.ta-ct.org.uk or are available in
Aberfoyle PO, where they can also be returned. If you wish any
information, contact TACT on 01877 387200 or
transport@strathard.org.uk.

BIG Lottery Fund Bid Update

Tel. 01877 382 400
Mob 07989 746617
Ask for Andrew
Braeval Old Mill, Braeval

1. House and estate clearances. Every contact is

made with total discretion, confidentiality and

courtesy, at a time to suit the client.  Properties

cleared will be left secure, swept and tidy.

2. I buy individual items.
3. I wish to purchase the following items:

• Old jewellery (even broken items)

• Old wind up watches and clocks (even if

broken)

• Old war medals

• Old coins and banknotes
• Old silver and plated items, including old

cutlery

• Old bagpipes, Dirks and skean dhus

• Old swords, knives, pistols and rifles

• Old musical boxes

• Old toys

• General antiques

Braeval
Antiques
Braeval
Antiques
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Inversnaid Primary

School
News Autumn Concert

Our Orchard
We have had a fabulous crop this year from our apple
trees. We ate some of the apples, made cakes and
pies with some more of them, gave some away and
have put the rest in our outside store. We even used
some of the windfalls in ‘apple art’ sessions and used
our crop monitoring for ‘apple maths’. In a few weeks
we will be pruning the trees and checking them for
disease to prepare them for next season.

World War Two
Our big topic this term has been WW2. It has been a
very interesting topic and has lead us to research
identity cards, rationing, doodlebugs, Homeguard,
dambusters and evacuation. We even had the
opportunity to question a veteran through the Glow
online community. Mr Hynd was in the tank regiment
and gave us lots of interesting answers.
For the conclusion of our topic we are performing our
Play ‘Keep the Home Fires Burning’ that Mrs Glasse-
Davies created from our drama improvisations. We all
have parts in the play and, because there are only four
of us, some of us have several parts to play!

Stan, Gladys and their children George and Jane
(aka Jamie, Morgan-Leigha, Blair and Annie!)

McLaren High School
On 8 October, McLaren High School got their concert season underway with
a hugely enjoyable and varied evening of music.  The sixty-five strong school
orchestra led from the front with a performance of Trevor Duncan's March
from the Little Suite, more recognisable as being the theme music from Dr
Finlay's Casebook.  The brass ensemble played with gusto before the
audience were treated to a light jazz duet by two young wind players, Kristina
MacEachern and Kate Preston.  The string ensemble performed Jazz
pizzicato and Joust, and both pieces are likely to be part of the programme
for performance in the school's planned tour to Italy in 2010, as will the
exciting arrangement of Star Wars played by the Concert band.  Following
their recent success at the Callander Jazz Festival, the swing band played
Perdido and Autumn Leaves, with improvised solos from the band members.
The two choirs sang Abba's 'Thank you for the Music', and then Schubert's
‘Ave Maria’, following on from the recent performance on board the SS Walter
Scott for the opening of the Great Trossachs Forest.  The orchestra rounded
the evening off with a bit of Wallace and Gromit.  All in all, this was a very
entertaining evening, and it bodes well for McLaren High's plans for the rest
of the year and for the tour to Italy in June 2010. Well done to everyone involved.

Pink Day/Jeans for Genes
A number of fundraising events on
Thursday 8 October raised £767.00
in support of Breast Cancer and
Jeans for Genes day charities.
Pupils paid to have their nails and
hair coloured pink, others sponsored
Iain Clark in S6 to have his hair dyed
permanent pink.  Pupils also paid to
dress up some S6 boys in pink.
These events were very entertaining
and also successful in encouraging
pupils to donate to these good
causes.  Well done to all involved.

Inter-House Competition – October Event
The 2009/10 Inter-House competition got off to a fantastic start on Thursday
8 October.  A wide range of activities were on offer including boy’s football,
girl’s hockey, caricature drawing, chess and a pop quiz.
For the outdoor events the weather was fantastic – an organiser’s dream –
blue skies and lots of sunshine!  This was matched by the effort,
commitment and attitude of the participants.  Well done!
In the hockey Bracklinn dominated winning the S1, S4 & S5/6 events and
runners up in the S2 event.  The football reflected a similar pattern with
Bracklinn again the victors.  In both these events the final results didn’t
always reflect the closeness of the games.  In all, most games were won or
lost by the odd goal and the level of
commitment and sportsmanship throughout
was excellent.
In the pop quiz, Leny won the senior
competition and Dochart the junior.  Scores in
both these events were high with pupils
clearly demonstrating a good knowledge of
‘pop’ through the last decade.
The caricature drawings were amazing giving
the judges a very difficult job.  Pupils abilities
in latching onto the physical characteristics
were superb and in every case the likenesses
staggering!  At the end of the deliberations it
was Leny who took the credits.
In the chess competition, Dochart came first
in both the senior and junior
events, ensuring that the
overall closeness in the
competition is maintained
going into the second term.
Overall, approximately 400
pupils were involved in some
capacity across the school.
An excellent achievement!
The scores going into
November stand at Bracklinn
193pts, Dochart 182pts and
Leny 168pts.
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MiltonFrench Cinema Visit by Tamsin Dingwall S6
On Tuesday 3 November a group of senior pupils attended the MacRobert to
see ‘La Classe’.  The film, in French, proved very educational, expanding our
vocabulary and giving us a unique insight into the daily life in a French school,
from the view of teachers and pupils.  Through seeing the disagreements that
happen in French schools, we were given an opportunity to compare our
school life to that in France.  We also learnt of the sometimes harsh
punishments imposed on French pupils.  We thoroughly enjoyed learning
about the school system in France and returned to McLaren feeling culturally
educated and enthusiastic to continue learning French.

School Newspaper
On Monday 2 November McLaren High School launched the first edition of its
new school newspaper.  A group of 28 pupils from all year groups have been
involved in the production.  The editor from a local newspaper gave an
inspirational talk to pupils in August which gave them an insight into how a
newspaper progresses.  Roles within the newspaper were put in place with
Hannah Roberts being nominated Editor, photographers, distributors and
reporters were also elected.  The successful launch took place in the school
foyer at break time with pupils queuing up to receive it hot off the press.  Pupils
crowded round to read articles on challenging teenage stereotypes and exams
as well as the more light hearted fashion section which has certainly proved to
be popular!  All articles, interviews and problems have been researched by
pupils; some of these involved liaising with local businesses.  Articles varied
from inspiring to humorous.
The newspaper has been a great success, created for the pupils by the pupils.

Under 14 Rugby
A strong squad of 13 under 14 boys travelled to Bannockburn High on Thursday
29 October for the second Stirling Council Rugby Festival.  Due to the lack of
light and poor weather conditions the boys only played 3 short games.  The team
played extremely well, showing a high quality of handling and playing a fast
paced game.  This
blew the other
teams away and
the boys won all 3
games without
conceding a try.
We won the first
game against
Dunblane High 2
tries to nil, with the
scores coming from
James Burdett and
Jack Jennings.
The boys continued
this trend in the second game against Wallace High winning 3 – 0.  Scorers in
this game were Conor Alexander, William Kerr and Andrew Howells.  The light
was getting gradually worse, but the boys continued to play well and beat the
home team, Bannockburn High, comprehensively 3 – 0.  James Burdett got his
second of the night and this was followed by efforts from Cameron Hendry and
Gregor Black.   This was a strong performance by the boys, and all of them are
looking forward to the next festival in November.

Hello Children,
There was great excitement in the holt when the last
edition of Strathard News arrived. On page 25 there
was a photograph of me, in full colour, too. Braeval
was alongside me, sticking her tongue out at the
photographer. How very rude! Did you see all the
pictures of Aberfoyle underwater? It was a good job
that everyone got their sand- bags out in time,
before Loch Occasional burst into the village -- again.
I must say that all that water makes otters very
happy indeed:
so many places to swim, where normally you would
have to walk. George the Hare was pleased when
things returned to normal, and he was not the only
one. George does get rather soggy, even in a short
shower.
He is not very waterproof, at all.
The peace and quiet of Strathard was rudely
shattered, as noisy, high- powered motor cars
roared along the forestry roads. You could hear
them from miles away. The ground was shaking so
much that the faeries came up from the Underworld,
to see what was going on. Not even their magic
could make the rally cars go away, and the
organisers had the cheek to put the route right past
the Faerie Knowe. The Little People needed to use
a great deal of magic to stop the speeding cars from
sliding off at one of the sharp corners and
disappearing down into Faeryland. That would have
been a surprise to everyone concerned.
Eventually the cars roared away to disturb another
part of the forest. It was all very exciting.
On one of the very, very dark nights that come
between the moons, Grandpa Otter took us all to the
high ground above Aberfoyle quarries. The sky
above was blacker than I had ever seen, and the
stars were shining brightly. Grandpa Otter was
telling us some of his favourite stories, about the
history of the quarries and all the people who lived,
worked there and children who went to their own
school. Then, there was a flash of light across the
heavens, and then another. These were shooting
stars! The twins, Katrine and Duke, had never seen
anything so remarkable and were soon trying to
keep count.
In one hour, between us, we saw 46 meteorites, all
heading in the direction of Kinlochard. I wonder if
any of them landed.
On the way home, Grandpa Otter told us about Saint
Nicholas, a bishop who lived in Turkey, a long time
ago. In the town of Myra, where he lived, there was
a very poor man who had three beautiful daughters.
So poor was the family, no man would ever want to
marry any of the daughters. One night, the bishop
crept up to the family's simple house and threw a
handful of gold coins in through the open window.
Inside, freshly washed stockings were hanging up to
dry. The gold fell, a few coins dropping into the toe
of three long socks, one belonging to each of the
sisters. St. Nicholas is also known as Santa Claus,
and this is the reason that a few, shiny coins should
be discovered at the toe of every Christmas stocking.
Happy Christmas,
Milton.
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The day had been well named right
enough, for there had been little to
suggest whether the sun had risen or not.
I looked up toward the light on the stable
wall as I rounded the corner into the yard.
Against the blackness I watched the
mesmeric drizzle caught in the arc of light.
I had never seen the air so full of water,
and never felt so thoroughly wet, even in
the worst downpour. I could feel the water
trickling down my neck. I wiped it from my
brow with my sleeve as I picked my way
through the gitters.
It was miserable. That was it, miserable!
Yet the day had held an excitement, and
we had set about the daily drudge with a
will. Cattle had been loosed, byres
cleaned, dung barrowed to the midden,
neeps sliced, fresh hay shaken out,
calves bedded, cattle returned, and
calves fed. The out-wintered cattle had
been attended as well. I had sat out on
the trailer, firstly, down the back road to
the haughs. The river up so that the
tractor tyres pushed the red water back
along the deep tight fitting ruts, as we
passed. Then out on the public road to
Balleich, and the Douen where Jimmy
Campbell opened the throttle wide to try
and shower me with clarty wet dubs. I
stood, casually avoiding them without
protest, for we had been mates since
primary school, and I knew there was a
streak of  something beyond
schadenfreude in his character and that
his pleasure was heightened if he could
actively add to my discomfort.
I knew he was happy for there was a
recklessness about him that day. We had
bounced along faster, and harder than
ever, and he had accelerated into a
cluster of feeding hens coming up through
the yard. I guessed he was singing, and
the thought of me rattling along behind in
the rain of mud was making him happier
still.
Not that I cared, for I was happy too.
With our day’s work completed, we started
again, loading trailers, carting bales,
preparing feed, stowing it. Anything we
could do to lessen tomorrow’s task was
done. And now we were finished.
I was so intent on placing my feet that I
failed to see Jimmy McKerracher
standing in the doorway just out of the
rain. His frame seemed to fill the opening
so completely that little light could escape
from the feeble bulb strung from the
rafters. There was no mistaking him,
however, as the smell of strong tobacco
hung about in the still, damp air. His face
lit up for a brief instant as he drew on the
pipe, and I could see he was grinning to
the point of laughter, and his shoulders
were shaking.

“Come into the byre a minute, will you? It’s
gey weet out there.”

I followed Jimmy as he turned into the
warmth and light of the top byre, along the
grip, past the gently swishing tails, and
occasional backward glances from the
feeding cattle. He stopped at an empty
stall beside the makeshift pen where the
calves were quartered.
Jimmy was still grinning widely, as he
unbuttoned his long brown waterproof
coat, and after a bit of rummaging
produced a bottle of the Famous Grouse
from an invisible pocket.

“You’ll manage a wee dram?” he asked,
producing two small glasses from his coat
pocket.

“That would be grand, Jimmy. Just grand!”
I replied, anticipating the initial burn, and
warm afterglow of the alcohol. My spirits
soared at the thought of this
unsought,
unexpected pleasure. This was a
fine way to end a dreich day’s
work.
Jimmy placed the
glasses on the
dividing wall,
beside the bottle.

“Careful Jimmy!” I
warned inwardly,
for this was a
critical point. One
wrong move and
the bottle and its
contents would be
gone, smashed on
the concrete floor. I needn’t have worried
though, for despite his years, Jimmy’s
hands were steady.
No! The bottle was safe enough, but my
euphoria was shattered for Jimmy was a
stickler for hygiene, and with one swift
motion he reached down, grabbed the tail
of his long coat and carefully and
meticulously wiped the two glasses,
inside and out. A further inspection and
wipe followed, to ensure absolute
cleanliness, before setting the glasses
down once more.
I shuddered inwardly. There was a
familiar plop, plop, plop from a skittery
coo, somewhere behind me followed by a
sudden and prolonged roaring, gush. I’d
been mucking byres often enough to
know what the cause was, and had
jumped clear on more than one occasion.
Jimmy McKerracher was surprisingly
agile despite his seventy-something
years and stout build, but I couldn’t help
wondering whether he’d always managed
to get out the way in time.
They say a drowning man sees his whole
life flash before him. I quite believe it, for
on the few occasions I’ve felt myself to be
in mortal danger, thoughts have raced
through my brain, relevant thoughts,
focused thoughts. It started now, for I was
about to be poisoned.

For all the years I had known Jimmy I had
only been aware of him owning this one
coat.  The life of this coat flashed through
my mind.
There was the coat pushing between the
cows to halter and release them, the
cattle leaning heavily against it to relieve
their itches. There was the coat mucking
out the byre under the coos’ tails, at the
tender mercy of uncaring cattle. The coat
was there as the hammer of the neep
slicer came down with an unexpected
sploosh, exploding a rotten swede,
sending rancid mush in all directions.
There was the coat in the loose box as we
grappled with the vicious long-tined dung
graips emptying out the winter muck.
There was the coat at the tatttie-pit where
water had putrefied last year’s crop. The
coat was a cushion on the dung trailer.

But worst of all was the
coat collecting eggs in
the ramshackle wet
sheds, hens flying up
from the boxes
scattering dust and
flees and mites and
god-knows what-
all as Jimmy
flicked them
airborne with his

great hands. I
started to itch, just thinking

about those hens.
It wasn’t fair. I was only sixteen. I wanted
to be seventeen. I didn’t want to be struck
down by some horrific disease. Not yet,
anyhow. There were still things I wanted
to do. Important things.
And then for some reason I felt calm. I saw
a Church of Scotland minister. A minister
with a table, out on a murky ill lit street,
with a small crowd gathered round him.
He was preaching to the people on the
evils of drink, but there was a bottle in one
hand and a great glass of spirits in the
other. He placed the bottle on the table,
and drew a large earthworm from a tin on
the table, and holding both up before him,
slowly lowered the wriggling worm into
the glass. The worm’s struggles ceased
and it lay inert at the bottom of the glass.
With a gleam of triumph in his eye he
addressed the crowd. “Tell me brothers
and sisters, what does that prove?”
From the back of the crowd a voice rang
out. “If ye drink whisky, ye’ll no get worms!”

“If ye drink whisky ye’ll no get worms.” The
words echoed round my mind.

“There you are then!” said Jimmy
McKerracher, carefully handing me an
overflowing glass. “Ye’ll be up tae firstfoot
us the night?”

“I certainly will James! Slainthe!”
It was the best nip of whisky I’ve ever
tasted and whoever had named New
Year’s Eve had got it just about right.

A Days’ Work at the Kirkton By Gordon Bell
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RANGERS CORNER
A time for handshakes, a time for greetings
A time to arrange once a year family meetings
A time for bankers to smile with glee
As we all embark on a manic shopping spree.
Will-power is the problem, I'm sure you'll agree
When deciding on presents for under the Xmas tree
And after the children have had their fill of Santa Claus
A time for reflection, a time for pause
And despite credit card spending getting way out of range

We talk of resolutions and a time for change
Sure, next year, we'll exercise more and go on a diet

And, sure, we'll boil it instead of frying it
Five-a-day - no problem - does that include cigarettes?
Or visiting the bookie to place Saturday afternoon bets?

Christmas can be a stressful time it's true
But we should not allow ourselves to start feeling blue
For I am convinced, as I am sure are you

That we all deserve a pleasure or two.

Upholstery and Carpet Cleaner Services
throughout Aberfoyle and the Trossachs

01877 382 530

Special cleaning techniques
Commercial & domestic cleaning

Spray extraction and spray cleaning are
the most effective ways of carrying out
upholstery and carpet cleaner services.
This specialist style of cleaning consists of
spraying a cleaning agent into the carpet or upholstery
which is then instantly extracted again leaving it clean.

Trossachs Carpet Cleaning

Special and contract cleaning
Spray extraction & upholstering cleaning

For more information on the services we have
 to offer please contact us now on

Community development trusts, Community
Councils and all community groups in and
around the National Park can now become
Members of the National Park Community
Partnership, and be part of a dynamic, grass
roots network that will strengthen and support
the work of community based organisations
making a difference in the Park.
This exciting move forward was announced at
the fourth annual Community Gathering held in
Drymen on 7th November. More than 100
people from all around the National Park,
representing local development trusts,
community councils and other community
groups got together to celebrate the huge
variety of projects and benefits achieved
through the Community Futures programme
and to look ahead to changes in the Partnership.
The Community Partnership was established in
2003, with Directors from National Park
communities, the National Park Authority,
Councils and Forestry Commission, but is now
changing the way that it is structured so that
any community body can apply for membership.
The Members will vote for individuals to serve
as Directors on the Board of the Partnership.
There will be up to 12 elected directors (three
from each of the four Park areas) and up to six
co-opted directors. Full Members can be
community development trusts, community
companies, community councils or any other
community or voluntary organisation

sympathetic to the objects of the partnership.
Associate Members will be partner agencies or
non-community organisations that want to
support us.
For information on how to join and the benefits
of being a member, please look at the
Community Partnership website www.lltnp-
cp.org.uk, or contact Lesley Campbell, Senior
Executive on 07709959760, email
lesleyconsulting@fsmail.net
At the Gathering, Colin O’Brien, Deputy
Convener of the National Park board,
presented the first Community Partnership
Apprentice of the Year Award to Steve Butler
from Gartmore. Steven has achieved many
other accolades for his work since starting his
apprenticeship with Ian R MacDonald, local
slating and roofing contractor.
 Helen Munro MBE, Chair of the Stirling
Volunteer Centre was a keynote speaker at the
event, recognising the value of volunteering in
the Park communities.  James Fisher from
Arrochar and Ros Dingwall from Strathard were
the first recipients of the Community
Partnership Volunteer of the Year Award for
their outstanding contributions to their
communities. The Saplings project from
Strathfillan won the first Volunteer Initiative of
the Year Award for their environmental
education work with local primary school
children.

The Community Partnership has already
enabled the success of the Apprentice Scheme
for the National Park, with 17 young people now
placed with small businesses to learn trades
skills.
With assistance from the National Park, the
Community Partnership has recently been
successful with an application to the Climate
Challenge Fund for £116,000 to enable 8
communities in the Park to undertake energy
audits and training to reduce carbon emissions
.Kate Sankey, Vice Chair of the Community
Partnership said “The Gathering was again a
great success, demonstrating how important it
is to provide opportunities for effective
networking and information sharing between
community groups.  By celebrating success,
and learning from others, volunteers in our
communities get a huge amount of support.
Opening up membership of the Community
Partnership to all community groups in the Park
is a very significant step.  It means that the
Partnership will be run by members, for
members, and will be better able to respond to
members needs.”
Participants at the Gathering said:

“excellent displays – very informative”
“I liked the way the day was structured – giving
time to circulate and network”

“great opportunity to meet others and share
experiences”

Calling All Community Groups to Become Part of the Partnership!
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Success story for Rally of Scotland
The Rally of Scotland saw 2009 IRC champion Kris Meeke take
victory with his Peugeot UK, Guy Wilks reach second place on his
first outing aboard a Skoda UK car, and local favourite Alister
McRae deliver a maiden podium finish to the Proton outfit.
More than enough to enthuse the rally fans, who came out in
great numbers to watch the action despite the heavy rain which
intermittently swept the area.

"The crowds have been huge, passionate and a credit to the sport,"
said Clerk of the Course Iain Campbell. "To have heard the
response of the drivers – with Kris Meeke saying that Loch Ard is
the best stage in the world and others comparing us with such a
classic event as Finland – is inspiring.

"I hope we've repaid the faith shown in us through the support of
the authorities in Perth and Stirling, from the First Minister and all
the people of Scotland," he continued.

"But most important of all I think the event is a credit to the army
of volunteers and marshals who have been out in all weathers to
ensure that the pre-event test, the recce and the event itself has
run faultlessly – and that they have all come back in smiling,"
Campbell said. "We couldn't ask for more."

When an old newspaper from
February 1950 was handed
into the Community Council
earlier this month it caused
some excitement - only the
previous evening at our
monthly meeting when flooding
was (of course) on the agenda
it was remarked that no picture
of a boat in Aberfoyle had ever
surfaced, despite many
requests for old photos.  And
these do not disappoint, letting
us see just how far the waters
reached 60 years ago and
providing views of old
Aberfoyle, including the railway.
Apart from the fact they are
very interesting, the old photos
are also useful to the Stirling
Council hydrologists with whom
we are working on flood studies
and actions - this incident looks
similar or perhaps a little worse
than the one we had in
September.  All the old flood
photos and the original
newspaper article will go online
at www.strathard.org.uk, in our
gallery of old photos and
postcards, along with some
2009 comparisons.

One interesting comment in the
article shows the difference
that 60 years makes.  During
the latest flood the Stirling
Observer reporter just had to
phone the Community Council
to ask for photos and a report
to be e-mailed to him. But in
1950 intrepid Bulletin reporters
from Glasgow appear to have
walked along
the railway line
from Gartmore
and then
chartered a
rowing boat to
get the story!
Does anybody perhaps
recognise someone in the
photos?  Maybe the postman at
Manse Road, or the lady in the
boat apparently wearing pearls
and what looks like a twinset?
So much more elegant than
Goretex when your photo is
going to be in the newspaper!
There are rumours of a similar
event in the 1960's with boats
in the Main Street - has
anybody got photos of that
perhaps....?

Kris Meeke celebrates his win with second place
 man Guy Wilks (L) and Alister McRae (R)

Aberfoyle
The Venice of Scotland for 60 years!
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As the country turns green John Keir turns pink!

Not even floods stop Liz's staff getting through!

Across
1. Consigns (8)
4. Upkeep (4)
8. Majestic (5)
10. Young swans (7)
11. Svelte (7)
12. Short letter (4)
14. Musical interval of eight tones (6)
16. Plant fibre (6)
19. Long narrative poem (4)
21. Kind of nonfictional prose (7)
24. Nonattendance (7)
25. Sound (5)
26. Large woody plant (4)
27. Mental state induced by
suggestion (8)

Down
1. Ridicule (8)
2. Still legally acceptable (5)
3. An extreme attainment (6)
5. Alarm (5)
6. Facilitate (4)
7. Order of business (6)
9. Outstanding (5)
13. Famished (8)
15. Empty (6)
17. Confronted (5)
18. Seldom (6)
20. Ski run (5)
22. Public transport (5)
23. Immense (4)

There are 5 houses in 5 different colours. In each house lives a
person of a different nationality. The 5 owners drink a certain type
of beverage, smoke a certain brand of cigar, and keep a certain
pet. Using the clues below can you determine who owns the fish?

The Brit lives in a red house.
The Swede keeps dogs as pets.
The Dane drinks tea.
The green house is on the immediate left of the white
house.
The green house owner drinks coffee.
The person who smokes Pall Mall rears birds.
The owner of the yellow house smokes Dunhill.
The man living in the house right in the middle drinks milk.
The Norwegian lives in the first house.
The man who smokes Blend lives next door to the one
who keeps cats.
The man who keeps horses lives next door to the man
who smokes Dunhill.
The owner who smokes Blue Master drinks beer.
The German smokes Prince.
The Norwegian lives next to the blue house.
The man who smokes Blend has a neighbour who drinks
water.

Three people check into a hotel. They pay £30 to the manager and
go to their room. The manager suddenly remembers that the room
rate is £25 and gives £5 to the bellboy to return to the people. On
the way to the room the bellboy reasons that £5 would be difficult to
share among three people so he pockets £2 and gives £1 to each
person. Now each person paid £10 and got back £1. So they paid
£9 each, totalling £27. The bellboy has £2, totalling £29. Where is
the missing £1?

medium

hard

Which one of these shadows really belongs to Santa?

All puzzle answers
on page 27
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To print in colour we have to raise an extra £150 per
issue.  If you would like to sponsor an issue you will
receive a full page advert, article and
acknowledgement of your sponsorship throughout.
If interested contact Marion 386 222 or Margaret 386
258, or any one of the committee.  (see contact details)

Attention
all Businesses!

Could you sponsor a colour
edition of Strathard News?

Not here....but near!

Strathendrick Film Society
Balfron Campus Theatre - Friday’s 7.30 pm
New members welcome and one night membership is available
for £4 on the night.  This season’s programme:

� My Neighbour Totoro - our annual Free
Matinee - Tuesday 22nd December 2pm.

� I've Loved You So Long January 8
� Easy Virtue February 5
� The Boy In Striped Pyjamas February 19
� Revolutionary Road March 5
� Conversations with My Gardener March 26
� Transsiberian April 16
� Hobson's choice April 23

www.film-society.org

IMPORTANT
Information

For Advertisers
When you place an
advert with the
Strathard News we will
continue to run it unless
you tell us to stop or
replace it.
To place/cancel an advert contact

Ian Marshall
on 01877 382211

advertising@strathardnews.com
For design or to alter an advert

contact Marion Back
on 01877 386222

newsdesk@strathardnews.com

Deadline Dates
24th January 2010
14th March 2010

Meetings held on the 3rd Wednesday of each
month in Gartmore Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Visitors most welcome.
December: Christmas Lunch Outing
Wed. 20th January 2010
Carpet Bowling Night
Wed. 17th February
Talk on props for stage and screen and demonstration of mask
making – Tom Abernethy
Competion: 4 square tablet/fudge
President: Lesley Bond, Cromdale, Gartmore, 382759
Secretary: Christine Hamilton, Montview, Gartmore, 382327

Gartmore Women’s Rural Insitute

Kinlochard
Babies and Toddlers Group

Meets on a Friday morning (except School holidays) in the Village
Hall from 10.30 am - 12 noon. Come along for a play and some
toast !  For more information or to check that the group is on
phone Julie 387311 or Fiona 387378.

Forth Inn Events Diary

Main Street, Aberfoyle FK8 3UQ
Tel: 01877 382 372

E-mail: Phil@ForthInn.com

December

November
 9-14th November - Steak Week, More than Beef!
14th Nov – Karaoke, Fun Starts 9pm in the Wallace Bar
22nd Nov – Pub Quiz Night – Prize for winning team!
30th Nov  – St Andrews Day Menu

1st to 24th December - Festive Menus
12th December – Christmas Karaoke
20th December – Christmas Themed Pub Quiz
31st December – Hogmany Karaoke
(This is a Ticket Only Event, In The Gathering, Over 18’s
ONLY)

BALFRON HOGMANAY CEILIDH
Thursday 31st December 8pm - 12.30 am
Ceilidh goers will once again be treated to an amazing
night at the McLintock Hall on Hogmanay. Dancing into
the wee sma hours to "The Wild Geese Ceilidh Band"
with fun and games for all the family. Tickets £7.50p
each will be on sale at Balfron Library from 9.30am on
Saturday 28th November.
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Shadow D belongs to Santa.

Originally, they paid £30, they each received back £1, they now have
only paid £27. Of this £27, £25 went to the manager for the room and £2
went to the bellboy.

Nationality: Norweg Dane  Brit   German  Swede
Colour:  Yellow  Blue  Red   Green   White
Beverage:  water  tea   milk   coffee   beer
Smokes:  Dunhill  Blend  Pall Mall  Prince   Blue Master
Pet:  cats horses  birds   fish   dogs

Strathard News Subscription - the perfect Christmas gift!

Sign:

Tel No: Date:

If you wish to take out an annual subscription for yourself
or as a gift to a friend for Christmas please complete the information below.

Never miss an issue!
Why not have the newsletter delivered to you

and/or your friend for the next year, for only £12.

Please send a gift to:

Name:

Address:

Post Code:

Message:

From:

The completed form should be posted to The Editor, Strathard News,
Schoolhouse, Inversnaid FK8 3TU along with a cheque for £12 made
payable to Strathard News.  Alternatively, hand in to Aberfoyle Post Office.

Your subscription will start with Issue 56.

Puzzle Answers: Medium Hard:

COMMITTEE & CONTACTS
Editor: Margaret Neufeld
01877 386258
editor@strathardnews.com
Treasurer: Gwenda Naylor
01877 386244
Advertising: Ian Marshall
01877 382211
advertising@strathardnews.com
Layout: Marion Back
01877 386222
newsdesk@strathardnews.com
Reporter: David Wilkie
01877 382868
Reporter: Dougie MacPherson
01877 382564
reporter@strathardnews.com
Distribution: Arthur Jones
01877 382682
Printers: Exactaprint
92 West Regent St,
Glasgow G2 2QD
0141 352 6800
info@exactaprint.co.uk
www.exactaprint.co.uk
Webmaster:  Colin Stewart
InformComm Ltd.
01877 387737
cstewart@informcomm.co.uk



Installers of Rayburn Heatranger and Cookmaster
range cookers and Aga solid fuel stoves

Specialising in solid fuel, oil & wood burning
appliances to suit the rural environment

Offering a complete package of works
to Rayburn Guild standards

t: 0141 353 6009
e-mail: info@charterac.co.uk
www.charterac.co.uk

VAT Registration No. 976 1027 12
Registered in Scotland Company No. 359421


