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House Folk

Kinlochard
Music Festival 2011

Three nights of great
Scottish music

Buy the £40 Rover Ticket for all
three nights and save 20%

Thursday 10 th November - £20
Friday 11th November - £15

Saturday 12 th November - £15

Purchase/book in advance to guarantee a place.
Don’t leave it till the night as spaces are limited.

olk

To complement this year's festival,  will
be running a 'Wild Living' walk on Saturday 12th November.
Distance about 4 miles with 1000' of ascent. Wear stout
footwear and carry a waterproof in case of poor weather.
Start at 10.30 returning about 13.30.
Booking essential.
Arthur Jones,Trossachs Treks,
Phone/Fax: 01877 382682
Mobile:      07748 690813
email: arthur@trossachstreks.co.uk

Katy & Graeme MacKintosh

The Sorries
The Lorne MacDougall Trio

Gleusda

Jonathan Graham &
Tricia Mullan

Contact Gregor on:
Tel. 01877 387 754

Mob. 07742 621 907
www.scottishmusicfestival.co.uk



sponsored by House Folk Music Festival 3

Music
Festival

2011
House Folk
Now in its fourth year and described as a mini Celtic Connections, the festival
brings you three nights of great Scottish music performed by top artists in highly
unusual and intimate venues in Kinlochard. Each night differs from the other but
all include a blend of great music offering a mix of the best folk and traditional
styles!
All concerts start at 7pm for 7.30pm and finish around 11pm.  BYOB as no cash
bars. The main artists perform two 45 minute sets and the support acts play two
30 minute sets with a break between each set.

10th - 12th November

Thurs 10th Nov - £20
Blairhullichan House
Katy and Graeme MacKintosh
Both artists are joined by friends to
entertain with Scottish traditional and
contemporary sets on keyboards, Oboe,
vocals, accordion and Highland pipes.
Good line up and highly intimate!

Fri 11th Nov - £15
MacGregor's Barn
The Sorries and guests Jonathan
Graham & Tricia Mullan
The Sorries perform a highly
entertaining mix of Scottish folk songs
plus banter ‘Corries Style’ split by their
guests playing Scots / Irish instrumental
traditional sets with Highland bagpipes,
low whistle and fiddle. Don’t be surprised
to find yourself in a post concert session
in the bothy bar till late at this venue.

Sat 12th Nov - £15
Kinlochard Village Hall
The Lorne MacDougall Trio
and Gleusda
This award winning line up from Lorne
MacDougall’s trio entertain with a
hardcore arrangement of Scottish
traditional sets on Bagpipes, whistles,
percussion and acoustic guitar
contrasting brilliantly with five piece
Gleusda all providing vocals in Gaelic,
Clarsach, acoustic guitar, bass,
keyboards and whistles. Session
expected after the gig!

Extra Gig Information
� Thursday & Friday concerts have

complimentary drinks on arrival!
� Bothy jamming sessions till the wee small

hours after the Friday and Saturday
concerts bring your instruments or just
come along for the craic and party on!
You can purchase tickets from the buy
tickets page on the website or call!

For concert details and
ticket information visit:

www.scottishmusicfestival.co.uk
Or contact Gregor on:

Tel. 01877 387 754
Mob. 07742 621 907

Music Festival 2011

Kilchurn Castle

Monday, November 14th at 7.30pm
Kinlochard Village Hall

Chris Dalglish, Glasgow University
will give a talk on

Castles, Clans and Estates
in the Central Highlands

On December 12th we have a members’
evening scheduled, when there will be a short
AGM, the playing of a DVD recording of a
memorable meeting in 2007 and some
seasonal socializing.

Annual Membership £10 Single meeting £3
Alan Cooper,secretary 387270

cooper645@btinternet.com

Loch Ard Local History Group LOCHSIDE YOGA
Kinlochard Village Hall

Sunday Mornings for Beginners
10am - 11.30am: Breathe, Stretch & Relax

30 October 2011
20 November 2011
11 December 2011

There are limited places to assure personal attention
and tuition.   Booking required for all classes.

For further details, or to book a place please
contact Gillian on 01877 387201

07738 225996
or gillian@lochsideyoga.com.

Lots more information on
www.lochsideyoga.com

Black    Bull Gartmore
Lunches
Bar Meals
Evening Meals
Morning Coffee
Afternoon Tea

Function rooms for hire: 16 - 100 people
Tel 01877 382 225

Open Daily

Open Day Café
In aid of Strathcarron Hospice

at
 4, Renagour, Aberfoyle

On Saturday 5th November 2011
10am - 4pm

The café will be serving:
10am - 12noon

Tea, coffee and homebaking
12noon - 4pm

Soup and sandwiches
Raffle, home baking and Strathcarron
Christmas cards will be for sale. All proceeds
go to support Strathcarron Hospice.

Everyone Welcome!

 Sat 3rd of
December
Tables to
stallholders for
£10.
Contact
Andrea
07717418087 or
Janet 382 736
to book.

Christmas Fair
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall



 4   sponsored by House Folk Music Festival

Registrar

� Speeding and Indiscriminate parking in Aberfoyle.
� Targetting travelling Criminals.

Targetting the dealers.

PACT Priorities October - December 2011

Stirling Council’s
Aberfoyle Local Office

Sharon Johnston   Registrar

It is always with great regret
that I report on deaths
registered within the area.
Sadly in the period since I last
wrote there have been several
bereavements in the area, and
there cannot have been many
people locally who have not
been touched by these. We, at the Registration
Office, would like to join with so many others in
offering our condolences to all friends and
families who have experienced such a loss.
Not all news has been sad recently, however, and
it has given great pleasure to find the ‘baby trend’
hasn’t deserted us entirely, as two new babies
have been registered in our area. Born to parents
Melissa and Keith, at the beginning of
September, was new baby daughter Emily Clow.
Exactly one week later, baby boy Max Richard
Thain was born to the delight of mum Claire and
family. Emily and Max bring this year’s total of
new babies registered in the area to seven, so far.
That’ll make for a much smaller class at school,
than last year’s babies will make – but there is still
time! Meantime, welcome to both these babies,
and congratulations to their families.
I sit here typing this, with the rain and wind
beating against the window and, I know that the
summer is truly over – did it ever really begin! Still
the sun (along with the wind and rain, and
everything else) managed to look down on so
many couples recently, as the ‘wedding season’
continued unabated. Many local venues have
been busy.
Among these, the Rob Roy Hotel hosted the
wedding of Rutherglen couple, Stephen Walker
and Anne Fisher; Jonathan Ansett and Lynda
Rutherford traveled all the way from Tring in
Hertfordshire to be married at Altskeith House;
while Forfar couple, Kirsteen Ramsay and Robert
Coventry chose to be married at the Registration
Office. Forest Hills has been kept busy with
ceremonies too, including such as the ceremony
of Glasgow couple Amanda Taylor and Kirsty
Walsh; again from Scotland the wedding of
Stephen Fair and Lauren Fletcher from Oban;
and, traveling much further to be married, Susan
Scott and Tony Roberts from North Shields. Our
lovely Aberfoyle Parish Church saw the weddings
of Stuart Simpson and Joanne Leah from
Cheshire; and James Galloway and Lesley Smith
from Milngavie; but it fell to the Lake Hotel to give
me my ‘local’ wedding this month, with the
marriage of Arnprior couple David Bertin and
Suzanne Leslie.
Congratulations to these and to all couples
married in the area.
As autumn storms in upon us, it seems that folk’s
minds have turned to family and I have recently
been asked for my opinion on a number of
genealogy searches. Lovely to be able to do such
things as re-open a ‘cold trail’ by discovering that
there had been a spelling variation, or even to put
searchers of the same family tree in touch with
each other, but it can be very frustrating if one
reaches a ‘dead end’! If you would like some
ideas about how you could start upon your family
tree, do come in for a chat. Appointments can be
made by telephone 01877 382 986, by email
regaberfoyle@stirling.gov.uk, or by dropping in to
the office during opening hours. The office is
open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
from 9 am until 12 noon and John and I will look
forward to helping you in any way that we can.

Is your vehicle ready for winter?
4th, October 2011
The first snow of the year is predicted for this
weekend – 8th and 9th October – and many
experts are predicting a similar, if not worse,
winter than that of last year.
It is a good idea to make preparations for the
harsher weather in advance. Particularly as
we all belong to a rural area, it is most
important that we ensure our vehicles are in a
good, roadworthy condition, capable of
dealing with slippery road conditions.
Tyres – Have a good inspection of all the
tyres (including the spare tyre) making sure
there are no signs of wear and tear. Ensure
there is a good amount of tread depth on each
tyre. The legal minimum tread depth remains
1.6mm, but the more tread on the tyre, the
better it will cope with adverse conditions. Be
mindful of what roads are gritted around you
and give consideration to snow tyres or snow
chains.
Lights – Have a good inspection on all the
lights around the vehicle to make sure they
are all operational. If you have no one to
assist, use a wall or a garage door to check
your rear lights are all working.
Food & Drink – Many of you will remember
the news reports from last year when a
plethora of motorists became stranded on the
M8 motorway for up to twenty hours. It is a
good idea to keep small items of food and
drink in the car to keep you going for any
occasion you might get stuck.
Clothing – It is essential to carry additional
warm, dry clothing in the car in case you get
stuck. Waterproof clothing is also advisable.
Perhaps give consideration to carrying a
sleeping bag for occasions where extra
warmth may be required. High visibility or
reflective clothing should be carried for safety
during the winter.
Equipment – There are two basic pieces of
equipment to carry in the car over the winter
months. A torch is essential should you come
into difficulty in the dark. A shovel is essential
should you need to dig your way out.
But the best way to ensure safety during
extreme weather is the same as it is every
year: If a journey doesn't need to be made,
don't make it.

Operation Ironworks: 23/09 - 26/09
26th, September 2011
I have spent the weekend as part of the
Operation Ironworks team. It would seem that
the bad weather over the weekend kept
activity in the area to a minimum.
During my patrols of the B829, I found only
two family groups camping at Loch Chon.
Their intentions were to stay for the full
weekend, but by Sunday, the full length of the
road was abandoned.
Operation Ironworks will be drawing to a close
at the end of the month, and on the whole, it
has been a success throughout the National
Park. However, I am keen to receive any
feedback from local residents as regards

issues we may have missed during the
course of the summer. I will pass any
feedback I receive to the Ironworks
coordinators for consideration in the planning
for next summer’s operation.
Please feel free to drop into the police station
and speak with me.

Morning School Traffic, Aberfoyle
16th, September 2011
Staff at Aberfoyle primary school have
expressed concerns regarding the volume of
traffic immediately outside the school on
Lochard Road, particularly at the beginning
and end of the school day when the pupils are
being dropped off or picked up.
With the church car park having been closed
off, some motorists are electing to turn in the
road by means of a three point turn. Given
that nearly every pupil attending the school is
smaller than the height of the average car,
this may not be the safest approach to
turning, as it is very much within the realms of
possibility that a child could be struck.
The best practice to avoid this eventuality is
to continue along Lochard Road just a few
more yards, beyond the 20mph restriction,
where there is a much more suitable turning
point.
Better still, why not help alleviate the traffic
problems altogether, and use the opportunity
for some free exercise by walking your
children to school, where possible

Road Safety Day
16th, September 2011
A successful road safety day was held at
Aberfoyle primary school on Friday 16
September 2011. The newly appointed Junior
Road Safety Officers from primaries six and
seven assisted police to detect motorists
exceeding the 20mph speed restriction past
the primary school on Lochard Road, using
the handheld radar equipment. Even head
teacher Mrs Barwick had a shot!
Those motorists stopped took part in a road
traffic survey conducted by the pupils, which
involved a road safety quiz and a ‘reason for
journey’ questionnaire.
In light of the success, it is planned to revisit
this venture in the Spring/Summer term.

Death of PC Ricky Govan
8th, September 2011
It is with the deepest sadness that I report the
sudden and untimely death of PC Ricky
Govan on 7 September 2011 following a short
illness. Ricky previously served Aberfoyle as
a community officer and remained resident in
the village, where he was held in high esteem.
He will be sorely missed.
Our thoughts are with his family and friends at
this sad time.

Anyone with information can contact Central Scotland
Police on 01786 456000 or information can be given
anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555111

Liam can be contacted via Aberfoyle or Callander
Police Offices.
You can also follow Central Scotland Police on
Twitter and Facebook.
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Letters to the Editor
Post to Editor, Schoolhouse, Inversnaid FK8 3TU. Or email editor@strathardnews.com or hand in to Aberfoyle Post Office

Hi
This will be the strangest request
you'll have had for a while, I guess.
I am part of a small group which is
researching the lives of

Scotland's International Cricketers.  One of the real
mystery men is a J. McLaren who played twice for
his country in 1891 while a pupil at Blairlodge
School in Polmont.  We have not been able to find
any information about this man but a search
yesterday produced a possible identification.  The
1891 census lists a John McLaren of Ledard,
Aberfoyle, aged 19 and listed as a scholar.  The age
would certainly fit our man and we know he was a
pupil at Blairlodge in 1891, aged 19.
I wonder if any of your readers might know
something about the family which in 1891 in
addition to John, consisted of Duncan McLaren, a
53 year old farmer and his son Donald who was 25
at the time. I believe that there were more children
of the marriage between Duncan McLaren and
Christian McIntyre (including Peter, Mary and
Isabella) but they were not living at Ledard in 1891
and Christian seems to have died before 1881.

Any information might help us to establish whether
I've found the correct person.  The Blairlodge boy
was a great fast bowler and was also a rugby player
of some note at school.  He seems to have vanished
from the main sporting stage almost immediately
after he left school in 1891.  I have found John
McLaren of Aberfoyle in golf and fishing reports in
the mid 1890s but there's nothing to indicate that
he's the old Blairlodge cricketer.  To be honest,
even being told that this John isn't the cricketer
would be a big step forward.
We do have a photograph of our J. McLaren, taken
from the school cricket team of 1891 and I attach a
copy in the hope that it might just strike a chord with
one of your readers. (If you do publish it, could you
please acknowledge Falkirk Archives as the source.)
Hopefully you will find this request interesting
enough to publish and I look forward to hearing from
any of your readers who think they may be able to
help.

Kind regards
Richard Miller, 23 Ramsay Street, Broughty Ferry,
Dundee DD5 2SE

A Wee Thank You Poem for a Kind Young English
Lady - noo an Honorary Scot!

A Wild Thing lowped upon the road
An Ogre or a Troll?
Strangely naw – a human bein
Whae’d gaed up self-control!

His bog-soaked breeks, his bloodshot een
His mad gesticulatin
Whit crazy impulse drove him on
And brooked nae hesitatin?

Wi faimlie wand’rin on the hill,
And autmn licht growin faint,
This ravin chap (whae’d caused the prob.)
Wis prayin for a saint.

But anyone wi any sense
(Ev’n o self-preservation)
Wid press that pedal, speed awa
- And face nae condemnation.

How glad I wis (for it wis I)
You didnae choose that course
And that humanity and care
Has such a fine resource.

Once kindness enters on the scene
Fate seems less cruel an jeerin
I thocht, “It’s gonnae be okay……”
Despair wis disappearin.

There wis a bit o worry yet
 Somr peerin through the mist
Then suddenly the three were there –
Fate chose a cheerful twist!

The Age o Miracles? It’s deid….
A superstitious relic?
I’m no sae shair as once I was
Noo I’ve come across ‘Angelic’!

The PO Ladies, Polis Crew,
Aw helped oot ma stupid mess,
But I will always mind o you
Kind Damsel, heaven-sent on cue
Tae aid me in ma Dire Distress!!

Ah, poetry writin – a safer hobby than
the hill-walkin!

By Davie Cunningham who became separated from his family while coming off
Ben Venue. He arrived at Kinlochard hoping that the water he saw was Loch
Achray!!  *If you are the ‘Kind Damsel’ who came to Davie’s rescue, the original
poem with a personal thank you can be picked up in the Aberfoyle Post Office.

editorial
Regular readers will notice a new column in this issue. This
is in response to our plea for an apprentice and we are
delighted to welcome on board a new junior reporter. I’m
sure she will be an asset to our aging committee! If any of
our younger readers would like to contribute to her Junior
Journal (on page 23), please contact me and I will pass it on.

As is evident in every edition, we really enjoy hearing from
our readers. In fact, the contributions you send in seem to
be among our most popular features. It was really
distressing, therefore, to hear from a member of the
committee that many people were upset by the article in the
last edition by the Scribe to the Scribe’s Apprentice (a
member of the community who is not on the committee).
Everybody is entitled to their opinion but what I find
distressing is that none of these people put pen to paper to
let us know what it was that they found upsetting. Unless
your opinion is libellous, we would be delighted to print it
although you may request otherwise. We’ve also heard that
people agreed with him and found the article humorous. You
will have another opportunity and we would really like to
hear from you because …. The Scribe’s Apprentice has
struck again!

Contact details are always included and, if you don’t have
access to a computer or can’t be bothered posting a
letter/article, Ros very kindly keeps a folder in the Aberfoyle
Post Office.

Margaret

Dear Margaret,
I recently visited Kinlochard to see my aunt, Margaret Luke, and
she showed me a copy of  the September/October edition of
Strathard News.  The photographs showing the aftermath of the
camp fire and fishing / litter incident in front of the two benches

on the B829 at Loch Ard were quite shocking.
One of the benches was placed by my son Gregor and me in memory of my wife
Elizabeth who, like us, loved Kinlochard.  For over 26 years it has provided a
tranquil spot for many people to sit and view Loch Ard over to Blairhullichan and
the hills beyond and during all of this time the area has always been treated well
and with respect.   This recent  incident was unusual and hopefully was just a
one-off.
I would like to thank the person who reported this to the authorities and also
thank Stirling Council Environmental Services who have cleaned up the whole
area exceptionally well.   Hopefully both benches will continue to give pleasure
to many people for years to come.
Yours sincerely
John Myles
Leeds

Strathard Community Council
meets at 7.30pm on the first
Thursday of every month,
alternating between Aberfoyle
Memorial Hall, Kinlochard and
Inversnaid.  The next meeting
will be held in Kinlochard on
3rd November. Half an hour
prior to our meetings a local
Stirling Councillor (Tony Ffinch,
Paul Owens or Fergus Wood)
normally will hold a surgery for
residents who wish to raise
issues or concerns.  If you are
planning to come to one of these
surgeries we suggest you check
noticeboards or our website in
advance, since there are
sometimes dates when
Councillors cannot attend.

Community Councillors by Ward
Aberfoyle
John Clow
Ros Dingwall
Jimmy Quinn
Geraint Short

Inversnaid
Andre Goulancourt
Ralph Wolfe
1 vacancy

Kinlochard
Maureen Campbell
Fiona McEwan
Alex Murray-Brown
1 vacancy

Contact details:
Tel 01877 387200
 cc@strathard.org.uk
www.strathard.org.uk
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National Park News
By Owen McKee

Mountain Bike Guiding and Coaching
Personal Mountain Bike tuition
in the beautiful Trossachs

www.wildbikingscotland.com
and on Facebook
E-mail: sandy@wildbikingscotland.com
Tel: 07717-217898

Is there or isn't there? The East Loch Lomond Displacement argument rumbles
on. During the season our Rangers were tasked with surveying "visitors" to the
Park to try to get an answer to the question. The information is still being
analysed but I must confess to scepticism. Not to the surveying process but to
the prevalence of the complaints on the issue. The Rangers were asked to
establish where visitors were from and whether the visitors had ever been to
East Loch Lomond. If the answer to that question was yes then the follow up was
would they return there and, if not, why not - fairly straightforward stuff. Of what
then am I a little sceptical? Litter and anti-social behaviour continue justifiably to
be a major source of complaint but this year there is an added reference of East
Loch Lomond displacement. I have had people complain to me - and this broadly
across the Park, not just areas adjacent to East Loch Lomond - that for the first
time their area was seeing litter and anti-social behaviour all because of the
displacement from East Loch Lomond. After checking with the police and others
with the responsibility for these matters it was clear that the problems were
certainly not new. Nonetheless the problem is there and if "Staycation" and other
initiatives continue to encourage more people to visit our Park then a solution
has to be found. So far the indications are that the East Loch Lomond project is
proving successful and the next most heavily visited area of the Park is being
tackled under the Five Lochs Project. Progress is being made there and it is
hoped that proposals for Loch Lubnaig will bring benefits for next year. “Why not
throughout the Park immediately?” you may ask and the less than satisfactory
but truthful answer is the lack of resources.
And that brings me to an initiative which it is hoped will help speed things up. The
Park Authority, like all non-departmental government bodies, is bound by
financial rules and restrictions. Our core funding is by a government grant. Last
year we introduced charging for boat launching etc from our facilities at Loch
Lomond and we will be introducing charging for car parking in certain areas. We
have been in discussions with our sister Park in Cairngorm and Perth & Kinross
Council to set up a Countryside Trust through which we hope to be able to raise
funds to further the aims of the National Park. One of the ways the Trust will be
funded is through the Planning system. When commercial development takes
place there is provision in the system to get the developer to provide funds for
compensatory benefits. A case in point is the application for a Gold Mine
operation at Tyndrum. (The Planning meeting to decide the application is
scheduled for 26th October). If planning is granted a sum of money will be made
available to The Loch Lomond & The Trossachs Community Trust with the
intention that 30% of it will be used in the Tyndrum/Crianlarich area and the
balance in other projects throughout the Park.
And finally we now have a National Park Local Plan with its adoption at our Board
meeting on 12th October. Technically there is the possibility of some frustrations
till the end of November but it is highly unlikely that any will occur. In any case
the adopted plan now has considerable weight in any planning application.

As always I can be contacted as follows:
Post  :     Taigh Na Bhuth,
               Lochearnhead,
               FK19 8PR
Phone:     01567 830214
Email:       owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk

tel: 01877 387 202
mobile: 07890 331702
drew@forthvale.co.uk

CONTRACTORS

At The Ward Toll
Balfron Station

G63 0QY
4 miles south of

Aberfoyle on the A81

Garden Centre Pet Supplies      Orchid House

 Winter opening times (from 3rd October)
Monday-Saturday 9.30am-4.30pm, Sunday 11am-4.30pm

info@benviewgardencentre.co.uk  Tel 01360 850525
www.benviewgardencentre.co.uk

Proprietor: Graham Scott

� All your gardening need catered for
� Plants grown on site
� Winter baskets and planted containers
� Orchids and accessories: gift wrapping now

available
� Firewood and peat supplies
� Food and care items for small animals - see

website for our full range
� Monthly Craft Fair
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Inversnaid
Reserve

Can there be a greater time
of dread for a warden than
writing a newsletter in the
middle of October? While
there is still plenty to do at
this time of year, it is not

really the ‘sexy’ stuff that causes the
Strathard news to fly off the shelf. Unlike
reserves like Gruinart on Islay, we don’t
have thousands of geese arriving with a
deafening honk! In fact, truth be told, the
reserve can appear a little barren at this
time of year.

However, it this barrenness (if such a word
exists) that so many people adore about
places like Inversnaid. A few months back,
I met a couple up from England at the
Garrison. We got chatting as I apologised
for the man made mountain of path surface,
being stored in our car park in preparation
for the great path link. The overwhelming
experience for them was how quiet it all
was. It was only in the absence of sound
that they realised how much noise
surrounded them in their day to day lives.

So, next time you feel stressed or want to
get away from it all, go for a walk up at
Garrison out to our sheep fank. I guarantee
some peace and quiet, and you might even
catch a golden eagle taking the opportunity
to do the same.

See you on the reserve!
Fraser

Fraser Lamont
Assistant warden
Inversnaid

Hello Children,
I wouldn't say that it has been wet, or
that there has been an awful lot of rain,
but George the Hare has been going
around asking what a cubit is. Grandpa
Otter says a cubit is the measurement
used by Noah to build his ark, a story
told in the Bible. Noah saved his own
family and two of every animal from a
great flood, the ark carrying them to
safety. When the River Forth
overflowed into the car park and flooded
the road to Kinlochard and Inversnaid, I
am sure that quite a few people thought
that we needed to hurry up and build an
ark of our own.
There have been lots of haws, hips and
berries to pick and enjoy, as well as
plenty of apples, plums and wild
mushrooms to collect. Before you
actually eat anything strange, make
absolutely sure it is not poisonous! Dad
is good at telling the difference between
tasty, edible toadstools and the
dangerous ones that could make you
very ill – or worse. There are pretty
mushrooms, ones faeries like sitting on,
and tiny, delicate toadstools in circles
that the Little People dance around at
night. My favourite is the bright red Fly
Agaric, beautifully covered in little white
scales, just like the one photographed
by Fiona Campbell on the cover of
Strathard News 67.
The dark night of Hallowe'en is
approaching, a time of ghosts and
ghouls and things that go bump in the
night. I have made a turnip lantern, so
I shall be able to see where I am
going when we all go out guising.

The flame of the candle will also keep
away the unseen spirits. The twins,
Duke and Katrine, are making their
lantern from a pumpkin, much easier to
carve out, and with the bonus of Mum
making lovely pumpkin soup. Going out
guising, to chase away the ghosts, is
always good fun and we get rewarded
at every house we visit. Just make sure
that you are in disguise, so none of the
spirits can recognise who you are.
Then it will be Bonfire Night, with lots of
fireworks to celebrate the failure of the
evil Gunpowder Plot. Long ago, in 1605,
Guy Fawkes and a few friends tried to
blow up King James, the first King of
Scots to rule England. The plotters had
hidden barrels of gunpowder in the
cellars of the Houses of Parliament but
were discovered before they could light
the fuses. It would have made a very big
bang! Now, more than 300 years later,
on 5th November, a Guy is put on top of
a bonfire and fireworks are let off.
Always be very careful, we don't want
any accidents!
The new cycle track from Loch Chon to
Loch Katrine and Inversnaid is almost
finished. Any day, I expect to see John
Digney cycling along and road-testing
the route. By next summer there should
be lots of people using a traffic-free
path, the whole length of Strathard.
Bye for now,  Milton.

Tel. 01877 382587
Mob. 07710 800067
bertcomrie@btinternet.com
www.crescentcabs.com

Proprietor: Bert Comrie

Wheelchair Access

Distance No Object

24 hour Reliable Service

rescent abs

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=557103750#!/event.php?eid=287456737945653
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After being postponed for a year I finally made it to South Africa this
year in September to complete the Wild Coast Walk on behalf of Action
for Southern Africa Scotland (ACTSA).
Five other walkers and I walked, over the course of four days, over a
40 mile stretch of the Wild Coast in South Africa from Mazeppa Bay to
Haga-Haga.
Through soft sand beaches that were a killer on the calf muscles,
clambering down rock faces, crossing rivers on boats with holes in
them and facing heat of 34 degrees on some days we all made it to the
finishing line in one piece! Something I didn't believe at points during
the walk would actually happen!
Between our group of six we managed to raise a considerable amount
of money through fundraising and sponsorship before we left all in aid
of four different organisations throughout Southern Africa.
These organisations were the Vukanyi Old Age Centre, Masimanyane
Women's Centre, Blythswood School and Bethany Place of Safety.
Visiting each of these organisations to see where the money raised
was being distributed was our reward for completing our walk and what
a reward it was!
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who kindly
sponsored me through sponsorship forms in the Aberfoyle Post Office
or directly through my Mum and Nana - even if some of your donations
were made over a year ago - your money was gratefully received and
I can assure you is being put to good use! My online sponsorship page
is still active at www.justgiving.com/melissa-wardrope  for any of you
who may have missed the paper sponsorship forms doing their rounds.
Like most people who will go away and experience a trip like I have, I
have not returned home unaffected by some of the things I
experienced. I don't claim to be able to solve some of the worst
problems that people face daily in South Africa but I know that I can
make a minor difference to the lives of the children of Bethany Place
of Safety Children's home. One of Bethany's main aims in re-housing
the 81 children they currently care for is, that when they leave, they aim
for each child to have a clean and individual outfit to be able to take to
their new environment so they have something to call "their own" and

to help settle them. The children at Bethany range in age from newborn
to six years old and this is where the help of anyone reading this comes
in! I am currently in the process of collecting any unwanted children’s
clothes from newborn to six years so that I can sort and ship them out
to Bethany over the next few months. There is no hurry for any
donations you may have as I plan to start the shipping process early in
the New Year. Hopefully then with your help and kindness we can
begin to solve some of the simpler problems, one baby-grow at a time!
So if any of you have anything that you think might be useful please
get in touch with me. I will be very pleased to hear from you and can
arrange collection points between my family home in Aberfoyle and my
house in Glasgow.
E-mail:  melissa.wardrope@live.co.uk
For more information on the above mentioned organisations you can
visit the following sites;
www.bethanyhome.org.za  www.masimanyane.org.za
And to follow the progress of the Clothes Collection you can visit (and
please feel free to join) the facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=557103750#!/event.php?eid
=287456737945653

Saving the World One Baby-grow at a Time...
By Melissa Wardrope

Tel: 01877 387750  Mob: 07833 466373  www.gocountry.co.uk
Go Country, Foresthills Watersport Centre, Kinlochard, FK8 3TL

go Country officially opens its waterpark season on the 1st of
April and is delighted to announce some exciting new features,
including a new climbing frame and giant multi person roller.

As well as all our existing equipment
we have installed a saturn rocker.

can you be the last to survive it?

Come along.................you'll be thrilled you did!

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=557103750#!/event.php?eid=287456737945653


 10   sponsored by House Folk Music Festival

Pet Profile
Woof Woof
I heard through the doggy grapevine that
the Strathard News had introduced a Pet
Profile column, and I decided I wanted a
piece of that action, so here we go.
My name is Hamish, and I am a six and a
half- year-old West Highland terrier. Terrier
by name, and terrier by nature.
I like to ‘mix’ it with the all the other dogs
that come onto my patch, which includes
Charlie, Ricco, Roxy, Lillie, Orla and Rio.
This is not to say I display an aggressive
attitude towards them, because they are all
old friends of mine…it’s just that I like to
show them who’s ‘Boss’ around here.
Small or tall…I can handle them all.
I live in a nice house, with comfortable
furnishings. I particularly like the sofa near
the window, which allows me to exercise my
‘vocal chords’ at every passer-by, to my
hearts content.
Unfortunately it is at a higher leverage from
the floor, and I have to take a long run to get
up on it. Sometimes I don’t quite make it,
and I am glad that there is nobody around
to see this when it happens.
Sadly, I can also only do this when my
owners are out. The good-looking one
works in the local Post Office for a couple of
days a week, and the one with the deeper
voice comes around at weekends.
I cannot deny they are very special to me,
as they provide me every comfort, and
attend to me when I have any ailment of
sorts. They also send someone round to
give me a haircut every so often during the
summer, which makes me feel good.
I can’t say, though, that I am altogether
happy with the raincoat they put on me
during the colder times. This is an
embarrassment to me, as it does little in
terms of increasing my standing within the
doggy community.
If you see me out and about, stop for a chat.
I’m also partial to a cuddle or two, if it takes
your fancy.

‘Hamish’ McGowan

Hi there, it's me again! Greetin' face!
I said we were going to discuss the standard of
driving in and around Strathard but it’s too painful
a subject right at the moment so we'll talk about
something altogether less contentious.
I'm very lucky to be married to a lady that's very
lucky to be married to me and she, very lucky girl
that she is, works for one of the more betterer
employers in the area.
She has an interesting job where she meets lots
of people and has the task of both selling them
things and answering a lot of dumb questions
from people too daft to think for themselves.
I remember when not long after she got the job
she came home and laid off for a couple of
minutes on the subject of folk who either couldn't
read plain English, were blind as bats or were just
too lazy to read the stuff stuck to walls.
“If I've told them once I've
told them a dozen times the
toilets are that way!” she
said with an air of patience
finally exasperated. I offered
her coffee, always a good
way of soothing her ruffled
feathers, and a ready ear
into which she poured out
her frustration. That's the
kind of thing, guys, that you
sign up for when you take a
lawfully wedded wife.
Now I can readily
sympathise with her
because I've experienced
the doughballs of this world
bypassing or ignoring signs
myself; the only difference is
that sometimes I get the last
laugh.
As you'll have doubtless
guessed by now, this means
an anecdote is forthcoming!
It was raining, it was cold and I was sitting with
Neil on a thoroughly churned up stretch of road
looking at a 5 metre wide corridor of the
squelchiest, smelliest, liquid-est muddiest mud
you've probably never had the dubious pleasure
of seeing in all your life.
There was a forwarder in a bad mood, grumbling
away to herself, with the grapple banging off the
bolster pins and me and Neil were looking at this
corridor and wondering what to do about it.
“Wull 'ah scrape it aff?” Neil asked. I thought
about it.
“Naw, better leave it. It gives the forwarder
operator more of a challenge when it comes to
really mucking up the road” I said. Neil nodded
the sage nod of one who's had this conversation
before.
We stared gloomily at the muck looking for
inspiration when movement further down the
road caught our eye.

Two track suits were jogging up the hill towards
us; one pink, one silver grey.
They jogged closer. “Hey, that’s ma auld PE
teacher!” Neil said, surprised.
“Wit wan?” I asked, “Pretty in pink or glamorous
in grey?”
“The wan in the grey” he replied.
“Was she a good PE teacher?” I asked him. He
gave me a slightly surprised, slightly mystified
look and nodded.
“That's good 'cause she’s obviously pretty bad at
readin' English!” I said.
“How?” said Neil, even more mystified.
“Because both the dumb puddens have just
jogged pass at least 3 sets of signs all saying the
same thing; stay oot, keep away, this place could
kill you if you're no careful!” I replied.
“Aye, right enough!” was his only reply.

Well the two ladies in
question jogged right up to
the aforementioned 5
metre wide strip of goo and
paused. They looked left
for a way round, nae
chance! They looked right;
ha-ha yur joking, right!
Then they had a wee
debate, right there in the
rain with us looking on, on
what to do and having
come to a decision they
stepped into the muck; and
promptly regretted it when
it came up over the rim of
the trainers and invaded
their feet. As Macbeth
might have said, “I am in
muck stepped in so far that
should I wade no more,
returning would be as
tedious as go oar!”
I almost felt sorry for them

at that point, almost, because it was pretty
obvious from their body language and the way
they were determinedly not looking at us in the
van that they were fully aware we were there and
that they were making an exhibition of
themselves.
And a right dirty exhibition at that!
They picked there way as daintily as possible
through the muck and then jogged off up the road
looking a lot less pretty in pink and decidedly not
so glamorous in silver grey.
And the moral of this tale; stay well out of
harvesting sites! The signs are there to be
obeyed and yes, dunderheid, it really does apply
to you! Muddy feet could be the least of your
worries if you don't!
Next issue we really will be discussing the driving
ability of the Stratharder and otherer!  Stay tuned!

The Scribe’s Apprentice!?
Topic: ‘Sign’ of the times

Carpet and
Laminate Flooring
F I T T E R

Honest and Reliable.  Worked in the industry for 20 years.
Local to the area. Up lift and relay as well as New Carpets
and Laminate fitted. No job too small!

This is me, pictured with my two best friends
in the world, Eddie and Emily.

Do you have you a pet with funny habits, or just
something that makes you enjoy them? Please let
us know and send your contribution in to us at
editor@strathardnews.com or leave in Aberfoyle
Post Office.
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Forestry Commission Scotland
Cowal & Trossachs Forest District

Oct
2011 Wildlife News

Fieldfares (Turdus pilaris) are large, colourful thrushes, much like
a mistle thrush in general size, shape and behaviour. They stand
very upright and move forward with purposeful hops. They are very
social birds, spending the winter in flocks of anything from a dozen
to several hundred strong. These straggling, chuckling flocks that
roam the UK's countryside are part of the winter scene. They can
be found along hedges and in fields. Hawthorn hedges with berries
are a favourite feeding area. They may come into gardens in
severe winters when snow covers the countryside. Fieldfares start
to arrive in October and numbers build up as the winter
progresses, most will have gone north again to Scandinavia by
March, but some may stay until May. They eat insects, worms and
berries.

Sphagnum mosses are the amazingly multi-coloured living
carpets of moss found in wet places like peat bogs, marshland,
heath and moorland. When seen up close, they are very beautiful,
but they also play a very important role in the creation of peat
bogs: they hold water in their spongy forms long after the
surrounding soil has dried out. In this way, they provide essential
nutrients to the soil and help to prevent the decay of dead plant
material which gets compressed over hundreds of years to form
peat. There are over 25 species of Sphagnum moss in the UK,
which are very difficult to tell apart. These species range in colour
from red and pink, to orange and green. Sphagnum moss plants
are very small, approximately 5cm for an individual plant, but they
grow together in close proximity forming spongy carpets;
hummocks or large mounds which can be up to a metre high.
Sphagnum mosses can be seen throughout the year. They can
soak up more than eight times their own weight in water.
Sphagnum has been used as toilet paper, as the original
disposable nappy and for mopping up spills. It contains penicillin
and was used as wound dressings from the Bronze age to WW 2.

Please email any interesting sightings (with date, grid reference, habitat, number of plants/animals
seen and any other useful information) to jane.jones@forestry.gsi.gov.uk  Many thanks.

Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) is a thorny deciduous shrub
which grows to a height of 6-7m. It flowers in early spring and
has clusters of white flowers before the leaves appear. It can
form a dense spiny thicket which in spring is a mass of white.
It is best know for its fruit, the sloe, which is the ancestor of
all our cultivated plums. Sloes are extremely tart & bitter, but
do make the most agreeable deep red liqueur, sloe gin.
Foxes & badgers will eat sloes when they become more
palatable in the late autumn. Sloes produce a red dye which
was used as a marking ink for linen. The wood is tough and
has been used to make walking sticks and Irish shillelaghs
or cudgels. The thorns can be so hard & sharp, that they can
puncture a car tyre.
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It is now less than 3 years until the start of the
Commonwealth Games which are scheduled to take
place in Glasgow in 2014. How can we ensure that all
communities in Scotland can benefit from the legacy of the in
vestment and profile of this national initiative?
As part of the Commonwealth Games Legacy Programme, the Scottish Government has
commissioned SCDC to work with community organisations across Scotland to support them
to use the Games as a catalyst for building on their work to develop activities and projects that
involve local people, increase local community action and support the achievement of better
health and social outcomes.
Working with local Legacy Leads and partner agencies, SCDC will support community
organisations to involve people in local conversations on what they would like to see as a
legacy for their own communities, and to engage better at a strategic level in order to get their
message across.
If you are a community organisation, or know of a community organisation, who would like to
participate in this programme and would like more information, please complete an
Expression of Interest available from www.scdc.org.uk, or contact Olivia Hanley on
olivia@scdc.org.uk

Scottish Community Development Centre

Medical Centre Closures

Staff Training:  Tuesday 22nd November
The surgery will close at 12.30

Christmas  Monday 26th Dec 2011
   Tuesday 27th Dec 2011
New Year  Monday 2 Jan 2012
   Tuesday 3 Jan 2012

In An Emergency Please Telephone
NHS 24

08454 24 24 24

Mobile Phone Numbers
In the future we are hoping to send patients
reminders about their appointments by using
mobile phone text messaging.
We would be grateful if you could  please
inform the surgery of your mobile phone
number.
Many Thanks

BOOK OR CANCEL
Your Next Appointment On Line

You can now book or cancel your
appointments via our website,

www.aberfoyle-
buchlyviesurgeries.co.uk

Whether you are at home or work, you can
quickly log on to view, book and cancel
appointments. Available 24 hours a day, it’s
especially useful when the practice is closed
or telephone lines are busy. Please ask at
reception for a registration form.

REMEMBER YOU CAN ALSO USE THE
WEBSITE TO ORDER YOUR REPEAT
PRESCRIPTIONS.

WELCOME
 Dr Shionagh Morrison

I am delighted to be back working at
Aberfoyle and Buchlyvie where I worked as
a locum GP between 2005 and 2007. I also
worked at Kippen, Balfron, Killearn,
Drymen, Strathblane and Callander
surgeries as well as the University of Stirling.
I then became a partner at the practice on
the Isle of Bute where I worked for 4 years.
This job involved 24 hour out of hours care,
covering a small hospital, A&E department,
maternity unit and performing minor
surgery.  I also worked as a Police Surgeon
during this time.
Prior to that I worked as a GP in Wellington,
New Zealand.  My training years in general
practice were spent in Angus where I also
trained as a surgeon.  Prior to my medical
degree, I obtained an Honours Degree in
Physiology and Psychology.
Along with my husband Donald and
daughters Kate and Tessa we are very
happy to be back on the mainland.

A major new book, published 6 October,
reveals the environmental challenges
Scotland faces in the next few years. The
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) book is an
assessment of the country’s landscapes and
wildlife in the light of changes in land use,
climate change and economic
uncertainties.
Global ecosystems have
altered more rapidly and
extensively over the past
50 years than at any other
comparable time in
human history. In
Scotland this change is a
backdrop to the
substantial contribution
the natural heritage
makes to the economy.
An estimated £17.2
billion per year flows
into the country’s
coffers from activities
related to sustainable
management of the
natural heritage,
with 1 in 7 full time
jobs depending
upon Scotland’s
landscapes and
wildlife. The
Scotch whisky industry
is a prime example of this link with £3.1
billion contributed to the UK balance of trade
in 2008. The industry is keen to play a key role
in ensuring Scottish fresh water habitats
remain in good condition and so the Scotch
Whisky Association is one of the contributors
to the book.
The new book, The Changing Nature of
Scotland, is a stock take of environmental
changes across the land, freshwater and seas
of Scotland. The effects of rapidly changing
land use, climate change and economic
uncertainties are already being felt and this
fresh look covers what is needed to safeguard
this key part of our economy. The book brings
together over 80 authors from a wide range of
backgrounds, including industry; health;
conservation; academic departments and
government agencies, to give their
perspectives on the present and the future.
Welcoming the book’s publication,
Environment Minister Stewart Stevenson
commented: "We punch well above our
weight when it comes to describing the
diversity and changing nature of our country's

environment.  Our wildlife – and the
landscapes and habitats supporting it – must
be at the heart of developing public benefits of
the environment.  Health, enjoyment in being
outdoors, and many rural businesses all thrive
on our special quality environment.  I very
much hope this book will be widely read and

quarried for the many facts and figures it
contains.”

 The book is
aimed at
conservationists,
land managers,
developers and
anyone with an
interest in
Scotland’s nature.
The 42 chapters
cover a wealth of
information on
woodland, lowlands,
uplands, seas and
coast, fresh waters,
settlements and built
development, people
and nature. Contributors
range from Harry Burns,
chief medical officer for
Scotland; to Julie
Hesketh-Laird of the
Scotch Whisky
Association.
Susan Davies, SNH’s

director of policy and advice, said:
“This book is a look at the state of Scotland’s
environment from a range of perspectives. It
demonstrates that Scotland’s environment is
not a luxury but a key economic and health-
related asset.
“Much of the work in this book is based on the
invaluable contribution of volunteers who
gather data around the country. Without the
amazing commitment of these people we
would not know half of what has been
revealed by this book.
“I hope that readers will find this book useful
and interesting and perhaps many more
people will feel inspired to start collecting and
interpreting information about their own local
places.”
The Changing Nature of Scotland is published
on 6 October 2011 and is available from TSO
Scotland in hardback for £27.50. The book will
also be available as a free pdf download from
www.tsoshop.co.uk/parliament/

CHANGING SCOTLAND BROUGHT TO BOOK
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Inversnaid in the 1940s - Part 2

Part 3 to be continued....

By Duncan McDiarmid
During wartime the great fear was that some
attempt would be made either to breach the
massive Loch Arklet Dam or, more
ominously, that an attempt would be made
to poison Loch Arklet and thus affect the
entire Glasgow Water Supply.   To try to
avert any attack by air on the Loch Arklet
Dam a whole series of trees in large earth
filled tubs were placed along the length of
the dam as an attempt at camouflage.
Should the dam be breached two large
wooden boxes were constructed and were
partly hidden in the plantation of trees along
the Loch side, the idea being that, should a
breach occur, the boxes would then be
floated to the dam, filled with earth and sunk
in the breach.   Fortunately this practicality
never arose.

What did happen was potentially more
serious.   It was the habit during early spring
to burn the large areas of dead bracken on
the hillsides to allow the young grass to
grow for the sheep to feed upon.   This
continued, even during wartime.
Unfortunately one local farmer, George
Buchan, chose the evening of Thursday,
March 13th, 1941, to set alight the dead
bracken on the hillside across the burn from
the school house.   That was the evening of
the first devastating German air attack on
Clydebank and its surrounding area.

The next morning, 14th March, two small
children, who had slept soundly through the
night in Loch Arklet House, awoke to find,
exactly opposite their house on the hillside
across the road, was a massive bomb
crater.   It transpired later that this was the
first of three bombs dropped by a German
bomber as it crossed Scotland from the east
coast pursued by a British night fighter.   It is
possible that, on seeing the blazing hillside,
the enemy pilot thought he was over the
target and jettisoned part of his load.   The
second bomb detonated on the hillside
above the local church, and the third bomb
scored a direct hit on Inversnaid Hotel on
the eastern shore of Loch Lomond.
Fortunately the hotel was closed during the
wartime so no one was injured.
Remarkably, however, this bomb came
straight down the central staircase of the
hotel exploding in the central hall area.
Even more remarkable was the fact that the
blast from the explosion blew out the
windows of the bar area at the same time
blowing an entire crate of beer bottles out
into the roadway with not one bottle being
broken  - much to the relief, it has to be said,
of some of the locals!

All of this time the local Home Guard Unit
was busy perfecting its skills.  Most of the
Unit was made up of the workers in the
employ of Glasgow Corporation.  One day a
week the Unit met, usually at
Stronachlachar, with my father in command
as, I think, the captain, the only reason for

that being that he was the Estate Manager!
Instruction was given in how to handle Mills
bombs, or hand grenades, and in the use of
Sten guns, or the .303 Browning rifle.   The
firing practise took place in the fields at the
foot of the brae leading into Stronachlachar
where new houses were built in the late
1940’s or early 1950’s to house more
workers.

Throughout the 1940’s petrol was severely
rationed and coupons were made available
only to essential workers.   Every fortnight
my father had to travel the 40 miles from
Arklet House to the Water Department
offices in John Street, part of the City
Chambers in Glasgow, to collect the wages
for all the workers employed at Loch Arklet
and at Stronachlachar – no such thing as
Securicor in those days – although I seem
to recall that he was always accompanied
by one of the workers on this journey.   In
winter time, should snow make the roads
treacherous, this journey was undertaken
using the lorry which was housed at
Stronachlachar.

The road between Aberfoyle and
Stronachlachar was narrow and twisting in
many parts.   In the latter part of the war it
was even more dangerous due to the
presence of many large army lorries busily
engaged in transporting all sorts of
ammunition to and from the many
ammunition dumps which were situated for
several miles along the length of this road.
How there were not many more accidents
on this road I shall never know – perhaps
because of the lack of traffic is possibly one
explanation.

Provisions for the various houses and farms
along this road usually came from
Aberfoyle, either via D.& J. McEwan’s lorry
which had a tarpaulin draped over a centre
pole along the back to shelter the message
boxes from the elements, or via the Co-
operative van which was fitted out like a
travelling shop.   Post van delivered not only
letters and parcels on a daily basis, but also
the newspapers.   If Sunday newspapers
were desired they normally came via the
ferry across Loch Lomond to Inversnaid
where they would be collected by
whosoever was on hand and then
distributed to the various households.

The one exception to the delivery of
provisions was the supply of milk.   There
certainly was a dairy at Stronachlachar but,
for those who did not buy, or have a source
of milk close at hand, then one of the
workers from Loch Arklet would cycle to
Corriearklet Farm, collect cans of milk and
cycle back with them.   It was then up to me,
when I graduated to cycling to school, to
take the can of milk for the manse and leave
it inside the main door of the school from
where it would be collected and then
returned empty to me for the next day’s

supply of milk .  All went swimmingly until
one particularly icy morning when the bike
and I parted company with the milk pouring
out of the can in all directions.

Signs that the Second World War was
reaching a decisive stage were becoming
more obvious – even to the people who
were some distance removed from the
areas of action.   Before D-day, June 1944,
units of the U.S. Army would use the stretch
of road between Loch Lomond and Loch
Katrine as practise stretches for route
marches.   This small boy found himself
more than once the recipient of handfuls of
chewing gum as the troops marched past
his house.   One more alarming episode
involved the local Home Guard Unit when
word came through one weekend that
paratroopers had landed near the water
tunnels at Loch Katrine.   After the initial
flurry of action it transpired that these were
units of the Free French Army exercising for
D-day, but without bothering to inform
anyone of this fact.   (I still have the lapel
badge with the Cross of Lorraine and initials
F.A.F.L [Forces Armèee pour France Libre]
emblazoned on it which was presented to
my father on this occasion.  One other
event, which indicated that the war was
indeed at this crucial stage, was the
decision to allow car owners to remove the
cover from one headlamp in order to allow
better vision – or to see the potholes even
more clearly!   Eventually the second cover,
each cover with four slits to allow some light
through, was removed completely to a
collective sigh of relief.

School work continued.  One of the
highlights of the year was the Christmas
treat for the pupils.   The day was marked by
the making of a fire outside on the road and
boiling up a large iron pot which contained
the Christmas pudding (in wet weather the
pot was boiled up in the teacher’s house).
At 6 p.m. the pupils assembled in the school
for their meal followed by games, then at 9
p.m. on came the dances for the adults –
music provided by violinists,  Callum Gillies
and Donald Ferguson with Andrew Roberts
or Garry Ferguson on the piano.

At long last came V.E. Day, 8th May, 1945.
Those households who had flags displayed
them.   I fixed a small flag to the front of my
bicycle and proudly rode round the paths
and tracks near our house.   The effect on
one worker was instantaneous; seeing the
flag on my bicycle he enquired in his rich
Irish brogue ‘is that the war over?’ On being
informed that was the case he promptly
declared unilaterally that he was having a
three day holiday and marched off
depositing his scythe by the roadside.

So events drew to a close.   Senior pupils
went to Secondary School in Stirling, or to
Balfron High, or to McLaren High, Callander,
but that is another story.
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A View from the Lodge!
Contributions welcome. Contact David Wilkie on 01877 382258 or email reporter@strathardnews.com

Courtesy of John McKinlay

Without a doubt, The Trossachs can lay an honest claim to play ‘host’ to an
astonishing natural landscape, fashioned through geological shape shifting
in a bygone age.
In the modern day era, this landscape has been ‘utilised’ to provide a wide
range of outdoor activities and recreational pursuits for visitors to the area,
offering huge health benefits in the process.
Still, it remains possible to explore its fascinating background in a variety of
ways. One such opportunity exists by way of booking on to our annual tours
of the local Slate Quarries, held in mid-September.
This free event, now in its third year under the Doors Open Day banner
remains a rare chance to visit a location which totally encapsulates the
traditions of the area.
Despite lying dormant, any journey to this most magnificent of places never
fails to take the breath away. There is simply no escaping its sense of
history, which is as steep as the slate wall formations which rise ever higher
above you, the further you ascend.
The serene atmosphere to be found does not deter scope for imagining the
hardships, which surely abounded in the quarry workers’ existence. This
must truly have been an unforgiving place, particularly during the winter
months.
Although there are few signs today to suggest such, there was once a
thriving community at the entrance to the quarries, including a school, no
less, which doubled as a church. There was no electricity, however, and
sanitation was basic, to say the least.
We should give thanks that one dwelling still stands, in the shape of ‘Hill
Cottage’, which was once the Supervisor’s house.
To the trips themselves:
We were once again privileged to have Louis Stott give two presentations
on the day, prior to the minibus leaving the Lodge. As always, he captured
the attention of the assembled audiences in his own inimitable way. Indeed,
one participant, in his remarks on an event evaluation form, described him
as ‘a local treasure’. In my opinion, this is bordering on understatement.
Travelling on, the cloudy outlook and threat of showers did not appear to
dampen the enthusiasm of the groups, who had admittedly turned up fully
prepared for the expected conditions. Charlie Stewart, as guide, delighted
the guests with a valued summation of the quarry workings, adding a
number of interesting anecdotes along the way.
One thing that has always struck me about this particular event is its
capability to reach out on a very personal level to the people taking part.
This feeling would appear to be mutual. Recently, I received permission to
reproduce the following poem from Linna Monteith, from Gartmore, based
on her quarry trip adventure. I hope you will take joy in it.

DOORS OPEN DAY

As a post-script: a definitive account of the Aberfoyle Slate Quarries can be realised
by purchasing a copy of Louis Stott’s book, “ Fragments of an Earlier World “, available
in all good book shops (including the shop @ The Lodge)

THE BLUE ROAD
High we climb
On the blue road
Out of time
And the world we know.
Mounds of slate and shale
Press close.
Deep dug quarries
Hold our breath
And our gaze.

Men here handled dynamite
Tamped in with wood-
When they remembered-
To force off a slice of rock
And chivvy out the slates
With skill and care.
Sometimes a spark, a blast,
And a man died;
Or a rope broke on a cry.
Those sharpened pencil rocks
Shaved clean of their bounty
Stand like obelisks
To the fallen.

This was a hard place
Hard slate
Hard men
Driven to win a living
From this hill
In snow and wet,
Exhaustion and grief.

But they built a life
Too- a school, a church;
Children laughed
And pots were stirred.
The Blue Road
Takes us back
To see and share

Linna Monteith

Although the Lodge may be considered to winding down its season in
general terms, our conservation team continue to be involved in the
promotion of a number of projects.
On the entry to October, there were two notable happenings on a
wildlife theme, by way of example.
National Squirrel Week was celebrated during this time, in collaboration
with National Park Rangers and the Scottish Wildlife Trust, through
organised guided walks and marvellous interpretation displays
available in the Exhibition Wing.
Despite a dreary day, there was a healthy turnout, and the visitors
appeared to be more than impressed with what was on offer.
Two mini-bus Deer Rut adventures were also held over two Sundays in
the month. The clamour for places proved to be so intense that an
extensive ‘reserve list’ was formed.
By all accounts, this very unique happening was a resounding success,
and entirely indicative of the very special opportunities that exist
through our annual events programme.

WILDLIFE WONDERLAND
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DML Gallery

Lewis finally revealed his alter ego with his ‘Tufty’
costume. It begs the question as to what he actually
gets up to on a Saturday night!

We were delighted to entertain a contingent of Icelandic foresters at The Lodge during
September. Some of you may recognise an ex-patriot, Sandy Robertson, standing
behind David Robertson and Hugh Clayden, of the Commission, near the front and centre.

This image carries a personal touch, as they are old school friends of
mine. Believe it or not, I had not seen two of the girls in over thirty years!

The ‘Nuts About Squirrels’ team captured in all their glory. Thanks to David
Erskine, Robert, Tim Messor, Gareth Kett and Lewis Pate for their combined
contribution on the day.

The Darkness Awaits
Halloween at the Lodge this year has a few surprises in store

For this time around, it’s all happening outdoors
And each and every one of you should be very aware

That we intend to produce every manner of scare
Indeed, if you feel faint of heart

Perhaps you should consider not taking part
For you will encounter on this darkest of nights

Every conceivable manner of fright.
For instance, it might not be in your intended plan

To encounter a spider the size of a man
This is only one thing we will have ‘at our door’

As we have in mind for you so much more.
And all that we offer, we would love to share

For there is nothing on this planet able to compare
With this awesome occasion.

And you can take it from me, as a sign of trust
Tickets are already being snapped up, almost like gold dust!

RangersCorner

DML Notice BoardIt will come as no surprise that there is only room for one event this

month.

HALLOWEEN PARTY NIGHTSATURDAY 29th OCTOBER, 5.00 P.M. – 8.00 P.M.If you want avoid disappointment, and the queues, you should pre-

book, as this legendary extravaganza is limited to FIVE HUNDRED

spaces, and is guaranteed to sell out!
The theme this year is “Frights of the Forest”, which is based on

the fact that 2011 is the International Year of the Forest. Although

we will welcome any manner of creative costumes on the night; we

would like you to think about the type of creatures you may come

across in the woods, on a dark night.
Traditional activities, goodie bags and prizes are also in store.

Food will be available, at an extra cost. Please check with the

Lodge staff when booking, as to the details.COST: £ 5.00 PER PERSON, under 5s go free.HOTLINE: DAVID MARSHALL LODGE : 01877 382 258
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School News
McLaren HighAberfoyle Primary and Nursery

Tesco/Sainsbury vouchers
We would like to thank everyone who handed in the above vouchers
last term. The order has begun to arrive and we now have some
great new equipment in both school and nursery. Thank you also to
Ros for allowing us to have a collection box in the Post Office.

Morrisons Lets Grow Vouchers
We are currently collecting Lets Grow vouchers from Morrisons and
would be very grateful for any vouchers which you can send in to
us. These vouchers enable us to “buy” equipment for the garden
and the playground planters.

Christmas Show
Auditions have taken place and the roles have been cast for our
Christmas Show - Cinderella Rockafella. The standard of
performance at the auditions was very high, which made the
decisions very difficult indeed. We have lots of very talented pupils
whom I am certain will put on a great performance in December.

Top Team

Our Top Team for session 2011/12 are pictured left to right:
Rachel Speirs, Alasdair Sewell, Kirsty Fingland, Peter Martin (Headteacher), Joe
Howells, Megan Rhys (Head Girl), Liam Garvie (Head Boy).

Sainsburys Active Kids Vouchers
McLaren High took delivery of a large package from Sainsburys this week!
It included among other things, table tennis bats and balls for PE, and pizza
trays, food storage boxes and vegetable peelers for HE.  These items were
obtained as part of the Active Kids Voucher scheme and we would like to
thank everyone who handed in vouchers to the school for their help in
achieving this.  Many of our pupils will now benefit from your generosity.

Tesco Vouchers for Schools
We would like to thank
everyone who handed in
Tesco Vouchers for
Schools.  These were
exchanged for a digital
microscope and a digital
camera which were
received recently and
which all our pupils will
benefit from.

The Nuffield Foundation
Last year I applied for the
Nuffield Bursary Scheme
for Schools and Colleges.
The scheme enables fifth
and sixth year students
who are interested in
pursuing a career in
Science, Technology,
Engineering or
Mathematics (STEM) to
work alongside practising
scientists, technologists,
engineers, research
institutions or universities.
The Nuffield Foundation awards each student a bursary to carry out a
project which is designed to make a real contribution to the host
organisation, as well as benefiting the students themselves.
I was subsequently awarded a placement at the University of Stirling,
under the guidance of Dr L Bussiere and E L Rotheray.  The project took
place over a six week period during the summer holidays, in the
department of Biological and Environmental Sciences.  My investigation
was concerned with the conservation of the endangered Blera fallax,
more commonly referred to as the Pine Hoverfly.  We successfully
developed a non-lethal DNA extraction technique involving the larval
puparia. Our findings will not only significantly assist the genetic
monitoring of Blera fallax, but widens the possibilities for insect-wide
population genetic research.
The bursary students from various schools throughout Scotland
gathered at the Royal College of Physicians in Edinburugh on 5
September to present their findings.  The event was organised by the
Nuffield co-ordinator for Scotland, Frances Chapman.  The event offered
us the opportunity to display what we achieved over the summer and to
discuss it with fellow bursary students, supervisors, teachers and guests.
I thoroughly enjoyed my work over the summer as it allowed me the
opportunity to experience the technicalities of genetic research, and I
urge anybody interested in the scheme to ask their Pupil Support Leader
for details.

Claire Watson S6

I was very fortunate this summer to take part in the Nuffield bursary
scheme.  The Nuffield organisation is involved in the promotion of
science, technology, engineering and maths to young people; to this end
it offers summer placements to pupils in their fifth year at school.  My
placement was with the University of Edinburgh at the Centre for
Integrative Physiology.  This is a research organisation within the
university which focuses on the role of genes in the function of cells,
organs and whole organisms.
In my project I was attempting to map the expression of several genes in
developing mice brains using a technique called in situ hybridization.
This was an excellent chance to experience working in a laboratory and
to experience the challenges of scientific research.  I had a very
enjoyable time working in a friendly lab with a great atmosphere, if
anyone is interested in a career in science I would highly recommend this
scheme.

Stuart Berrow S6

Former Pupils’ Reunion
The Annual Former Pupils' Reunion
took place on Saturday 10 September
and was attended by Former Pupils
from throughout the UK and further
afield.  If you are a former pupil of
McLaren High School and would like
information on Former Pupil events
please contact Moyra McLaren at
mclarenhs@stirling.gov.uk

British Science Association's
CREST Bronze Award
In May and June pupils in S1 took part in the British
Science Association's CREST Bronze Award.  A
total of 124 pupils completed a project investigating
a variety of topics, from how to make the perfect cup
of tea, to  the suction of  vacuum cleaners,
to  renewable energy!  The pupils researched their
topic, carried out experiments and wrote a report
describing their findings.  They each received a
certificate from the British Science Association to
recognise their achievement of a national Science
award.  Well done to all those who took part.
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Senior Awards Ceremony
On Thursday 8 September McLaren High
School held its annual Senior Awards
Ceremony.  Stephen McIlvenny piped the
platform party into the hall and after over
230 senior pupils had their academic,
sporting and community achievements
recognised alto saxophonist Daniel Speirs
drew the event to a close.  Rachel Speirs
(solo voice) and Harry Milligan (trombone)
captivated the audience with their musical
interludes.
Henrietta Bowie from Gartmore (pictured)
won the prestigious Dux award.
The outgoing Head Boy and Head Girl’s
speech was particularly moving as they
spoke of all the good times, the friends they
have made and the happy memories that
have shaped them over their 6 years at
McLaren.
Douglas Connell of Turcan Connell, a
leading Edinburgh firm of solicitors and
asset managers, gave the keynote address:
“The more you practice the luckier you get”.
The whole McLaren community is very
‘lucky’ to have such talented and dedicated
young people in their midst!
War Memorial Prize Winners:
Siobhan Cattigan and Stephen Gilchrist
(pictured)
Dux Ludorum Sport Winners:
Callum MacDougall and Jessie Menzies
(pictured)

Duke of Edinburgh Update
Since the start of the summer, 23 Duke of
Edinburgh Bronze participants have gone on
their gruelling qualifying expedition.  Each
group started at Ledcharrie Farm near Killin,
then walked up some steep hills through
Kirkton Glen to Balquhidder and from there to
Immeroin Farm where they camped for the
night.  The next day they headed off for
another day’s walk which took them through
Glen Finglas to their destination point at Brig
O Turk.  The groups were faced with all types
of weather but they all managed to
successfully complete their expeditions.
7 S5 pupils have completed their silver canoe training and have also gone
on their practice expedition to Loch Tay.  A further 9 pupils just recently
took part in their silver walking expedition starting with a train journey
from Crianlarich to Corrour and then walking from there to Kinlochlaggan.

Gregor Black S4

Parent Council News
Wheelbarrow Challenge
A big thank you to all pupils and staff who took
part in the wheelbarrow challenge which took
place during Sports Day at the end of last term.
I am sure everyone will agree it was great fun
(even tipping the Headteacher out of his barrow!)
and congratulations again to the winners, Omar
Al-Asadi and Rory Wilson.  I would also like to
thank the following people for their contribution:
Mr Bairner -  course designer
Mrs Stott - chief administrator
Bethany Ross – timekeeper.
Thanks again to all who took part.

Recruitment Drive
Thank you to those parents who responded to
our plea, our numbers are now looking a little
healthier.  If anyone else is interested, don't be
shy, we are all quite nice and would love you to
join us.
If you wish to discuss further and find out a little
more about how the Parent Council works and
what we do, please do not hesitate to contact
me.
Email: joe@blairhill.fsnet.co.uk
telephone: 01786 850697
mob: 0775 133 6146.
Thank you
Janet Al-Asadi, Chairman

A touch of the Enchanted Forest will arrive in Aberfoyle this year as David
Marshall Lodge hosts a Halloween spectacular.
Forestry Commission Scotland staff, together with staff at Go Ape and at
the Bluebell Café, will stage a spectacularly spooky Halloween party –
and you’re invited to come along for a fantastic fright filled fiesta!
Anne Gilchrist, the Commission’s supervisor at DML said:
“This year’s event is going to be better than ever! The Walking Theatre
Company will be leading two guided ‘Mandy the Mad’ walks (all about a
wannabe wicked witch) and there will be a host of other spooky
characters to be found along the Waterfall Trail: watch out for the
Gruesome Gravedigger, a troublesome troll (under the bridge at the
waterfall, naturally) and a creepy corpse bride in a coffin!
“And if that’s not scary enough check out the witches’ grotto – and watch
out for the witches flying about overhead[2]! It could get a bit spooky, so
all children must be accompanied by an adult…and remember to bring a
torch.”
There will also be special effect lighting around the Waterfall trail by NL
Productions, the people behind the Enchanted Forest effects.
As well as traditional activities - apple dooking plus doughnuts on a string,
craft activities and a fancy dress competition - the Bluebell Cafe will be
providing a BBQ (not covered in the ticket price).
The event will be staged on Saturday 29 October from 5.00 - 8.00pm and
tickets cost £5 (under 5's go free) and a prize will be awarded for the best
costume!
The event is always very popular so early booking is essential –contact
David Marshall Lodge on 01877 382258 to make sure you get a place.

Halloween Party Night
set to be a ‘Screaming’ Success

Aberfoyle Primary and Nursery

We are the new JRSOs from Aberfoyle Primary that are keen to help
improve road safety in Aberfoyle. This year we are hoping to achieve
teaching all children about being safe on the road especially in Autumn
and Winter time.  4-5 weeks ago we set out with PC Ward and Johnny
the traffic warden checking the speed limits of cars going by. We caught
4 people speeding over the limit of 30mph and took them into the van
and gave them a questionnaire sheet. Most of them only answered 3/7
on the questions. After they had answered their questions we gave them
a little leaflet saying the speed limit and a slow down sign. We want
people to notice that safe driving helps us and you.

by Taylor Tawse, Kailyn Boyd and Natalie Klaes.

Junior Road Safety Officers (JRSO)
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The Garden
in winter

Benview Garden Centre
Ward Toll
Balfron Station G63 0QY
Tel: 01360 850525
www.benviewgardencentre.co.uk
info@benviewgardencentre.co.uk
Winter Opening hours (from 3rd October)
Mon-Sat 9.30am-4.30pm, Sunday 11am-4.30pm
You can now follow us on FACEBOOK

Indoor Craft Fair:  29th October
Halloween Fun:  Sat & Sun 29th & 30th October

As I write, the snow has just appeared on the hills and there’s
more than a bit of a chill in the air; winter is well on its way.
Getting into the garden has not been easy recently with all the
rain, very much a case of seeing a break in the clouds and
rushing out.   So let’s hope for a spell of drier weather in which
to do the end of year tidy up, and especially pray that we’re not
buried under a blanket of snow like last year.
Be prepared! Two hard winters in a row should have made
everyone very mindful of preparing well so make sure you and
your garden are ready for the cold:  Remember to put lagging
around any outside taps and water pipes.
Birds need a hand in these cold months; check that your
feeders are regularly cleaned out to prevent a build up of damp,
mouldy seed, and then keep them full of fresh nuts or seed.
They also need a good supply of water both to drink and to
bathe in.  Remember that a thriving bird population in your
garden is not only attractive for you but will help to keep the
garden pests at bay.
Less-hardy plants may need a bit of protection, especially in
their first winter after planting, so check that you’ve got a supply
of horticultural fleece for taller plants (and for in the greenhouse)
and straw for perennials (eg Gunnera manicata).
Planted containers should be raised off the ground to aid
drainage, and may need protection from the frosts; move them
into a sheltered spot if you can. Tip: Keep planted containers on
the dry side as wet plants that then freeze are far more likely to
be damaged or killed than dry ones; if you can’t put them in a
greenhouse then against the house wall/under the eaves will
help.
Give your alpine plants a bit of extra attention; their crowns are
susceptible to rotting so ensure they are free from fallen leaves
to allow good air circulation.
Planting/pruning:  If you have any large, overgrown deciduous
shrubs that need pruning now is a good time to do it.  The rules
of thumb for pruning are to remove the 3 D’s: Dead, Diseased
and Damaged wood, cutting back into live wood; and for
renovation pruning of congested plants remove no more than a
third of the shrub each year.
Plant up Garlic.
Bare-root hedging plants are now in stock, so to save yourself
money and for ease of planting, now is the time to plant your
new hedge.
Lawn care: Continue to rake off leaves or remove them by
mowing with the cutting blades set high – if you can walk on the
lawn without sinking!
For the next couple of months you can still be planting up
spring-flowering bulbs in containers  for a great display in spring.
Tip; if you need a new container and want to be fairly sure it will
be frost proof, try the salt-glazed, British-made Errington Reay
pots, guaranteed for 10years.
Orchids come into their own at this time of year. For a bit of
colour in the house for yourself or as a gift, an orchid will provide
a great display; buy one in December and you’ll still be enjoying
the flowers in February if you treat it well (just don’t be tempted
to over-water it).
Winter flowering shrubs. If you feel your garden lacks a bit of
colour over winter, take some inspiration from what’s in flower
in other gardens. A few ideas include Mahonia, Viburnum
(several varieties), Lonicera fragrantissima and one of my
favourites Sarcococca - the Winter box – with its sweetly
scented white flowers.  Also try shrubs with berries and/or
variegated leaves like the hollies.
Reminders:
It’s a good idea to stock up on materials for the winter now
rather than wait till it’s too late.  Rock salt and snow shovels
particularly can be in short supply come the really hard weather,
and a supply of kindling, logs and burning peat is good to have
in case you get snowed in!

Every Tuesday 9.30–11am
David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle £6pp

Every Thursday 10–11am
BlackBull, Gartmore £5pp

Every Tuesday & Friday 9.30-11am
David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle £6pp

Saturdays 10–11am
not every week..Please check dates!
David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle  £5pp

You don’t need to be able to touch your toes
to enjoy the benefits of yoga….

it reduces stress, improves fitness and flexibility,
helps relieve back-ache, headaches and other

aches… basically, it helps you feel good!

. Brenda’s classes are fun and down-to-earth,
you’re welcome to drop in as and when you can.

...please get in touch for more information.



sponsored by House Folk Music Festival 19

Trossachs Search and Rescue
On Tuesday, 4 October, the local First
Responders operated by Trossachs Search
and Rescue Team attended an incident at
Cobleland where a man had sustained a
serious head injury in a fall from his bike.
Working with their colleagues in the Scottish

Ambulance Service they assisted with his treatment. He was
airlifted to the Southern General Hospital by ambulance
helicopter.
Earlier this month Grace Campbell and Aiyla - a Newfoundland
who is two years old - sat their assessments as a water rescue
dog team with Trossachs Search and Rescue. The
assessments took place at Girvan harbour and during these
Grace had to deploy Aiyla three times into the sea to locate
and bring back a casualty. On each occasion the casualty was
25 metres from shore and each time Aiyla did it perfectly. Here
she is with one of the casualties. Grace and Aiyla will now
attend incidents where we are working beside water in order
to provide safety cover for us and will also operate when we
are covering events next to water.
Blustery showers and high winds at Milarrochy Bay, Loch
Lomond made training conditions difficult for our water rescue
dog Aiyla and we had just stopped training when member of
the public alerted us and the national park ranger service to a
cabin cruiser being battered against rocks on the shoreline
about half a mile further north.
We responded in our boat, checked if anyone was aboard
which there wasn't, checked the hull for holes but couldn't see
anything so attached a tow line and towed the boat to a nearby
jetty and secured it.
The National Park ranger service, who also attended the
incident made contact with the boat's owner.
Whilst doing this we heard an emergency call on VHF channel
16 that a boat had overturned on the loch and the person
aboard had swum to Inchconnachan Island. Luckily one of the
ranger service boats was able to attend, locate the woman and
take her to Luss. She was uninjured.

Trossachs Search and Rescue Team support the local community of Aberfoyle as well as providing operational support to the professional emergency
services, primarily Strathclyde Fire and Rescue, Central Scotland Fire & Rescue and the Scottish Ambulance Service.
The team consists of 36 members - all unpaid volunteers who come from all walks of life, bringing various different skills to the team. Many of our members
are also employed full time in the emergency services. We have Paramedic's, Police officers, Firefighters and Nurses who's skills we can call upon during
training and at incidents. Around a third of the team are women and there is no difference to the responsibilities, duties or skills across both genders.

Aiyla at a recent Fire & Rescue
Service open day.

Gartmore man Bob Griffin with
trainee search dog Jess.



 20   sponsored by House Folk Music Festival

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) is warning motorists that collisions between deer and vehicles
increase in certain parts of Scotland at this time of year.
Car accidents involving deer can peak at this time of year, as our clocks turn back. With the nights
starting earlier, the peak commuting time coincides with deer coming out to feed on grass verges
near roadsides.
From Monday, 24 October to Monday, 14 November, electronic variable messaging signs will warn
motorists at key locations on the main trunk roads in Scotland, such as the A9, A835, A85, A82,
and A87.
From the latest deer vehicle collisions project there are more than 7000 deer-related motor vehicle
accidents every year in Scotland, on average causing about 70 human injuries. The economic
value of these accidents is £5 million. Across the UK, it’s estimated there could be up to 74,000
deer-related motor vehicle accidents a year, resulting in 400 to 700 human injuries and about 20
deaths, with a cost of over £17m.
Recent research projects show the incidence and economic impact of deer vehicle collisions on
trunk roads in the Highlands remain a problem.  Particularly roads in North West Scotland, such
as the A835, where deer may present a higher risk as red deer move backwards and forwards
between summer and autumn mating ranges.
Jamie Hammond, SNH Deer Management Officer, said:
“As autumn nights are drawing in, I’d advise drivers to be more aware than ever of the risks of deer
on our roads. It’s more likely deer will be moving down from higher ground to graze in adjacent
fields and this can lead them to cross roads at dawn and dusk.
"At this time of the year, we'd caution motorists to slow down and watch for deer crossing in front
of traffic. Be particularly alert if you’re driving near to woodland areas where deer can suddenly
appear before you have time to brake. If you do hit a deer, report it to the police, as the deer may
be fatally injured and suffering.”
Other tips include:
Try not to suddenly swerve to avoid hitting a deer. A collision into oncoming traffic could be even
worse.
� Only break sharply and stop if there is no danger of being hit by following traffic. Try to come to

a stop as far away from the animals as possible to allow them to leave the roadside without
panic, and use your hazard warning lights.

� After dark, use full-beams when there is no oncoming traffic, as this will illuminate the eyes of
deer on or near a roadway and give you more time to react. But dim your headlights when you
see a deer or other animal on the road so you don’t startle it.

� Report any deer-vehicle collisions to the police, who will contact the local person who can best
help with an injured deer at the roadside. Do not approach an injured deer yourself – it may be
dangerous.

Motorists warned to watch for deer
Burn Stewart Distillers are appealing to the local
community to help them uncover Deanston
Distillery’s history, so that it can be brought back
to life for future generations.
Currently undertaking a research project to
chronicle the history of the distillery, Burn
Stewart Distillers are keen to hear from anyone
who has had connections with Deanston over
the years.
Distillery Manager, Callum Fraser explains; “The
buildings at Deanston Distillery have been a
focal point for the local community since the late
1700’s, when they were first used as cotton mill.
It wasn’t until 1966 that they were converted to a
Highland malt distillery and we’d love to hear
from anyone who can help us piece together the
history of the site.  Maybe someone has old
photographs that have been passed down
through the generations or perhaps some of the
old coins that were said to be used as currency
at the mill?  It could be that someone who still
works within the whisky industry but who has
moved away from Deanston has some real
nuggets of information or has examples of some
of the old bottles used between the 1960 and
1980s.  We are appealing to everyone.
Heritage is extremely important to Burn Stewart
Distillers and we want to find ways of tracing and
preserving Deanston’s heritage, to allow future
generations to enjoy, appreciate, and learn from
its history”.
The distillery’s history is unique in the whisky
world, having started life as a cotton mill.  For
over two hundred years it produced high-quality
lace, cotton sheets and towelling, drawing water
from the River Teith and using some of the
largest water wheels in Europe.    With the cotton
industry heading into decline, it was the River
Teith that proved to be the catalyst for change,
in 1965.  With a steady supply of Highland water
from feeder streams high in the Trossachs,
filtered through granite and run over peat beds,
the mills at Deanston were the perfect place to
site a Highland malt distillery.  The original mill
buildings are still used to this day with the old,
large weaving sheds providing beautiful
maturing warehouses with arched stone roofs
and capable of storing 45,000 casks.
Jennifer Reade, Archivist for Burn Stewart
Distillers comments “Almost every family in
Deanston, and many from surrounding areas,

will have some connection with the cotton
mill and or distillery.  We’d be delighted to
hear their stories!  I’m convinced there’s
some forgotten Deanston memorabilia
hidden in attics around the area, and we’d
love if people would take the time to dust
them down and share them with us.  After
all, we know exactly how the whisky has
matured over the years, but we’d love to
know more about how the site, cotton mill,
bottle design, labels, tools and
merchandise have matured too!”
Items of particular interest include;
� Old cotton towelling, lace, sheets, made
at the mill
� Any old currency from the mill – it is said
the mill produced its own currency due to
a shortage of currency at the time
� Items relating to the water wheels used
to power the distillery, including
photographs
� Old whisky bottles, labels, tools,
artefacts
� Old documents, letters or photographs
� Information or stories about the people
who worked at the mill or distillery.
If you think you can help, please get in
touch with Jennifer Reade, on
07775504185 or jenreade@hotmail.co.uk

Back to the Future
for Deanston Distillery

Shop OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Mon-Sat. 8.00 -5.30; Sun.11.00 – 5.30.
P.O.  OPEN: 9.00am, Mon-Sat; Close 5.30pm, (Wed-4pm; Sat–1pm)

ABERFOYLE POST OFFICE

TOY CATALOGUES NOW IN!
Place your order now &

pay as you can till Christmas

R&C LUKE

01324 625624
T/a J. Brown
Coal Merchant & Contractor
12-14 Slamannon Road
Falkirk FK1 1LG
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Fintry Development Trust has released a
short documentary that shows how
communities can benefit from investing in
renewable energy. The village of Fintry in
Stirlingshire is a primary example of a
community that has embraced renewable
energy – and benefited greatly.
The short documentary film Wind of Change
is released online.  It shows how Fintry, with
its 300 households, became the first village in
the UK to enter a joint-venture agreement
with a wind farm developer. Instead of fighting
the plans for the 14-turbine development,
they convinced the renewable developers to
add an additional turbine for the village to the
proposed wind farm. Fintry now receives an
average of approximately £30,000-£50,000 a
year in revenue from the wind turbine and is
investing the money to the benefit of the
entire community. Fintry Development Trust
manage the income stream from the turbine
and has provided free insulation to more than
half of the households in the village and is
now embarking on new ambitious projects to
eventually make Fintry a sustainable, zero
waste and zero carbon community.
Wind of Change follows the Fintry community
as it carries out a number of these projects
such as installing micro-renewable heating
systems, planting a community orchard and
opening a woodland area for the local primary
school. The 15-minute documentary was
produced by Edinburgh-based filmmaker
Cornelia Reetz. It premiered at the UK Green
Film Festival in Leeds and Glasgow and will
be broadcast on the Community Channel in a
few weeks time. You now have a chance to
watch the film online on the following website:
http://windofchangefilm.wordpress.com/

Fintry Film Launch:
Scottish Village Benefits
from Green Energy Honey Bees: Breeding Challenges in

Scotland by Magnus Peterson of the
Dunblane and Stirling Beekeepers’
Association and 30-year practitioner, was
fascinating.
Bees evolved 100 million years ago, at the
same time as plants. Many plants, eg
grasses, are wind-pollinated but those that
rely on insects secrete sugary nectar. Bees
feed solely on nectar and pollen so can be
supported by gardening practices.
Worldwide there are 20,000 bee species,
mostly solitary, eg the masonry bee.
However, honey and bumblebees are
social bees living in colonies. Man’s long
association with honeybees is seen in pre-
historic cave paintings of honey hunters
and today, in the UK, the majority are kept
by beekeepers. At 15kg per hive and £5/kg,
honey is worth ~£1.135M pa in Scotland.
There is a smaller market for beeswax,
royal jelly, propolis and bee venom,
‘nature’s botox’, a reported wedding beauty
preparation for Kate Middleton! Siting hives
for crop pollination is mutually beneficial
and could be increased.
Honeybees are not aggressive although
workers can sting. The barbed sting contin-
ues to pump toxins so scrape it out quickly
with a fingernail. The honeybee dies but
bumblebees and wasps retract their stings
and can sting up to 17 times if grumpy!
Alarmist headlines have forecast the
imminent extinction of bees; (wrongly)
attributing to Einstein the comment that if
bees died out, humans would die four
years later. In reality the situation may not
be so severe and we could survive on

non-pollinated staple foods, more
restricted and boring though that may be!
However, bees are under threat. Loss of
habitat eg rough clover-rich pasture has a
major impact, particularly on bumblebees
and solitary bees. Monocultures such as
oil-seed rape have a short season while
fields of wheat and barley are ‘bee deserts’.
Poor control of international trade can lead
to undesirable crossbreeding eg USA
"killer bees" from an accidental cross of
African and European honeybees. Import
of diseases into populations with no
immunity can cause severe losses and
mites like varroa can make bees
susceptible to viruses. Winter losses can
recover over summer but 27% of colonies
were lost in 2009 with a worse winter in
2010.
However, the overall message was
positive; although it may be trickier,
beekeeping in Scotland is still viable.
Agriculture here is not so intensive,
supported by greener policies.  Providing
movement of large numbers of bees is
restricted, evolution increases tolerance to
current diseases. In the last 3-4 years there
has been resurgence of interest, education
of the next generation of beekeepers is a
priority.
More information can be found on the
Scottish Beekeepers Association website
(http://www.scottishbeekeepers.org.uk) or
from the Dunblane & Stirling group,
secretary@dsbka.net.  Courses start
around the end of January and are limited
to 30.

Lesley Hawkins

Scottish Wildlife Trust Callander Member’s Centre
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Church News
Richard Grosse, Rector of St Mary’s

St Mary’s Episcopal Church
Aberfoyle and Port of Menteith Parish Church

From the Manse.....

The last issue of this column contained the gist
of an interview given by a Mr Johnston, a
farmer at the Port of Menteith to a BBC radio programme
broadcast in 1939. The next local to be interviewed was a
Mr Forrester who was then manager at Gartartan, a farm
described as being a mile or so out of Aberfoyle on the main
Glasgow Road.  The farm then kept a hundred head of
pedigree cattle known as Belted Galloways. The breed
sported a distinct white belt round their middle. Mr Forrester
continues, ‘They are a very hardy breed of cattle and we
never house them unless they are intended for show
purposes. At present we have twenty calves all calved
outside since December. The cows are good mothers
giving plenty of milk. We find them quiet and easy to handle
and we have no difficulty in disposing of surplus stock, as
they’re in great demand all over England to run in parks,
and in enclosures where horses are grazed. Being hornless
the Belties do no damage. We have been successful in
gaining many of the principal awards at the National Shows
in recent years. They are fed on a light bulky ration of bran,
cooked maize meals and chopped hay. Heavy feeding with
cake does not seem to suit them so well. They are a very
picturesque breed scattered out on the hillside, and they
attract the eye of many visitors to the area’

Can anyone recall Mr Forrester, or indeed Mr Johnston at
Malling? Do Belted Galloways still graze in this area or has
agriculture changed beyond recognition since those pre-
war days?

Thereafter the programme leaves the lowlands and heads
for the hills by taking a right turn at the Baillie Nicol Jarvie:
more anon.

We really had to grit our teeth to do it – erect the locked
bollard at the bottom of the church drive.   We really
gritted our teeth last year too, when we had to spend
all our proceeds from the annual New to You shop, and
more, on replacing the lead on the church roof.  (Not
with new lead, but another effective material less
attractive to thieves, I hasten to add.)  When, sickeningly,
even more lead was stolen in early summer we really ground our
teeth and got our thinking caps on.  Hence, the bollard.  At least
we feel we are doing something.    The bollard is a deterrent, we
hope, to future thieves.     I must admit my normally gentle liberal
soul dreamed of a more classical deterrent in Cerberus, the dog
with three heads and a mane of serpents, who guarded the gates
of Hades, but health and safety regulations rather preclude that
kind of solution.  (Though one may indeed feel one has crossed
the River Styx sometimes, when the road floods.)
I find it so sad that we have had to put the bollard there, but
maintaining the building is expensive, and our resources are
limited.  Believe me, it is no fun locking and unlocking it in the
charming weather we have had lately.  It is an undignified job,
too. On one rare sunny Sunday morning, as I leaned over to
unlock it dressed in my oh-so-elegant black vestments, passing
traffic must have wondered if there had been a sudden eclipse.
So sad the bollard is there.  So sad that churches are generally
locked these days.   It all sends the wrong message.  Call me an
old theological romantic, but ideally a church should be open for
thought and prayer day and night.   I hate the thought of a
locked-up church.
What does church mean to people?      The stories and parables
of Jesus were set in an agrarian landscape very different from
that of our urban times.   Jesus’ landscape is a landscape fewer
and fewer people inhabit.  What do the biblical images of
shepherd, flock, vineyard and pastures mean when we are more
and more remote from the world that once imbued those images
with meaning?  What does the idea of the church as a family
mean, when home life is so fragmented for so many?  What does
the table set for communion mean, when families eat in shifts, or
in front of the television, or alone?
I could rant about our times, but I don’t want to.   I could rant
about the thieves, but I don’t want to.  I just worry about inward-
looking churches coming up with new “initiatives”, which are
really just a case of desperately re-arranging the deckchairs.  I
worry about these hard economic times which will inevitably hurt
those who can least afford it.  I worry about a small country
church and its survival beyond my watch.  What is a church
bollard against all that?
Linda
*If you would like to come, Sunday services take place at the
Parish Church at 11.15am. The church is on Lochard Road next
to the school and you will be assured of a warm welcome.

It time to start thinking about
clearing your garden for winter.
RELIABLE
Advice • Grass Cutting • Maintenance • Planting
Painting Fences • Huts • Hedge trimming • Pruning
Weeding

Contact Trossachs Gardening Services
Tel: 01877-382141
Mob: 07546-066511



sponsored by House Folk Music Festival 23

“Chester, we ay need more acorns. The wee
bairns are awfy hungry!” my wife, Hazel says to
me, as she crushes up the last of the acorns to
give to the four hungry mouths of my squirrel
children.
“Aye, all right, Hazel, I’ll just pop oot now.
Although thay awfy grey squirrels are ay
nabbing oor nuts!” I grumble, hauling myself out

of my favourite acorn chair (it really is hard not to eat it sometimes)
and pulling on my tartan cap as I open the small oak wood door to
our little home in a hollowed out oak tree.
 As soon as I open it, a gust of biting October wind rushes in,
causing the wee-est o the bairns, Connie (short fur Conkerella) lets
out a grumpy shriek, and curls her bushy red tail all around her,
flicking Acorn in the face as she does so, making Acorn ‘humph’
about, accidently standing on Rowan, who then grumbles some
more and eventually causes my final baby squirrel, Hawthorn, to
start crying. Hazel sighs, and goes over to them, and I race out
before I get caught up in the act (honestly, last time this happened
Hazel ended up pulling ma tail and then I was crying!
Once oot in the cold wind, I scamper quickly along the branch, past
the old Beech family, and up through the Berry family’s garden. I
sniff, and look around. I’m at the edge of the forest, where it’s pretty
quiet. On one side o me, up above the forest floor, all you can see
is the falling red, brown, and orange leaves. On the other side, you
can see for ages, right across the Scottish country side – jagged
blue mountains, some even topped with snow all ready. The forests
look like they are on fire, the way the bright, rich colours of the
leaves flicker in the wind.
But there’s not time to admire the view. It’s cold, and the grey
squirrels are awfy quick at stealing oor nuts. I scamper up another
branch, and another, until I’m nearly at the top of Great Oak Tree.
Then I see it: a great big cluster of gleaming, round, delicious
looking acorns. I charge at them, ooh naethin’ stopping me noo! I’m
just about to gather up a big armful of nuts, when a grey squirrel
pops oot frae nowhere! It knocks ma arms oot the wey and scoops
up nearly all of the nuts in one armful, then scampers off before you
can say ‘acorn’.
“You’ll grow fat one day, you grey squirrels!” I huff as I gather up the
remaining nuts, then scamper off along the bumpy, knobbly branch.
In the neighbouring tree, I see a large cluster of deliciously juicy-
looking, round, deep red, fat rowan berries. Looking suspiciously to
the left, then to the right, then with a running leap, I soar through the
air and land on the rowan tree’s branch without dropping a single
nut. It’s taken years of practice!
Thankfully, this time no other squirrels pop up, and I can get a good
stack of berries, before finally admitting I can’t carry anymore, and
head back home.
Once inside the lovely warm, bright haven I like to call home,
complete with the lovely smell of freshly baked rosehip berry pie, I
can drop all the (heavy) berries and nuts onto the floor, where all
the wee bairns squeal excitedly, and leap up from their cosy wee
leafy bed, and play Chase The Berry until they’re all so dizzy that
they all flop in a heap, giggling. Then I join in, and we spend the
night eating pie and chasing berries, until one of them bursts, and
we have to lick the tasty berry juice off the table. (Even Hazel
laughed when we did that). Ah, the joys of October Nut Gathering!

October Nut Gathering with Chester Nut
Tales frae the Squirrel Nut Family

 ournal
uniorJJ

How  to make a squirrel cushion

You will need:
A rectangle of green or orange fabric measuring
26cm x 52cm.
A square of brown fabric measuring 24cm x
20cm.
Green or orange, and brown thread.
Iron (optional).
Stuffing, cotton wool, or old clothes.

As the autumn nights are drawing in, and you’re
feeling like you’re at a loose end, a cute, easy-to-
make, autumn-inspired cushion is exactly what
you need to keep yourself busy! Just follow these
quick and easy steps to make it.

1. Cut out a rectangle of dark green or
orange (any autumn colours) fabric,
measuring 26 cm in breadth, and 52 cm
in length.

2. Fold the fabric in half, and iron it
(optional) to get a good crease. Pin in
place. This is your unstuffed cushion.

3. Trace the picture of the squirrel on the
next page onto tracing paper, and pin it
onto a piece of brown fabric measuring
24cm x 20cm. with a black pen, draw
around it, then unpin the stencil and cut
out the squirrel shape. Pin the shape
onto one side of the cushion.

4. Sew the squirrel onto the cushion, then
sew up three edges of the cushion.
When you get about half way through the
fourth edge, stop, and stuff with cotton
wool, stuffing, or any old clothes. Then
sew up the last part of the edge. And
there you have it! Your own squirrel
cushion, perfect for a gift or to keep for
yourself! You can try other designs too,
like a leaf, a rabbit, a deer, whatever you
fancy! You can also make it a perfect
Christmas present, by sewing a
Christmas tree on it, or a piece of holly.



Template for squirrel cushion
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Over the last few weeks I have become
aware of some previous scams re-
emerging. Those described below are:

� A phone call suggesting your
computer is causing problems
on the internet

� A window appearing on your
computer suggesting you have
many viruses

� An email or text apparently
from a friend with a lost wallet

� A phone message saying you
have to call a number to
arrange delivery of a package

� Credit card skimming on train
ticket machines as well as
ATMs

If you get an unsolicited phone call from
“the Technical Department of the
Internet” then take care. The caller
typically, without even finding out whether
you have a computer, as that is assumed,
suggests that your computer is either
sending out or downloading problems via
your internet connection. They say that
they are working in association with
Microsoft on the issue and offer to guide
you to explore your PC (not Mac) and
show you the errors. After doing this, and
showing you some innocuous messages
and ‘problems’, they offer to take control
of your computer via a website called
LogMeIn, and download some software
to ‘fix’ the problems. They may avoid the
cost question until later when they ask for
your credit card details and a payment of
£60 for their support service. You also do
not know what else they might to with
your credit card information.
Though you may indeed have some small
issues with your computer, the ones they
typically show you are essentially
harmless and will not cause the internet
problems initially described. The software
they load is available free, and once they
have control of your computer it is also
possible to upload private data without
your knowledge should they wish to. It is
advisable to be cautious regarding any
cold-calling of this type.
Another problem that seems to be
growing is a window that appears and
tells you that your computer has become
infected with numerous problems. The
large number shown is the first clue that
this is a con as typically there would only
be one or two found. You may also find
that you cannot start programs or access
most websites. The program asks you to

register, and give them your credit card
details to get the full version of the
program – ie turn it off! The only infection
you have is this “Scareware” which can
normally be removed fairly easily.
Unfortunately, the name of the culprit
varies in a chameleon manner to help
disguise it. It may be called System Tool,
Security Tool, Smart Security,
Antispyware, etc with or without XP, Vista
or Win 7 in the name.
Another one is an email that appears to
come from a friend who has "lost his
wallet on vacation and needs some cash
to get home."  The one I saw was from
London and asked for dollars, so again
gave me a clue, but otherwise this plays
on a natural concern for our friends. It is
a con however. Your friend, or someone
who emails them, does potentially have a
malicious infection on their computer. Be
alert to getting these kinds of messages
on your phone too. They often provide
fake links to get you to logon and reveal
personal information or passwords.
All this sounds a bit scary I know, but take
precautions with cold-callers and emails
out of the blue, and take advantage of the
Internet Security package available
through your service provider (eg BT,
TalkTalk – others are available!) or invest
in an alternative to reduce the risk.
Moving to other scams, beware of phone
messages telling you that a package is
waiting for you and to phone to rearrange
delivery. Unless you really are expecting
a package, the phone number is likely to
be an off-shore premium-rate number just
getting you to listen to a pre-recorded
message for a couple of minutes at £10
per minute.
Many of us now book train tickets online
and collect them at the station. Do
beware when collecting them as
fraudsters have been targeting these
machines in the same way as cash
machines, trying to gather your card
details and the PIN number. Finally, less
of a scam, when booking train tickets you
do not have to use the same company
who are running the train to book the
tickets. Often the prices differ and some
charge extra for using a
credit card while others
do not.

Doug Ashworth,
Ashworth Computing
Services Ltd, Killearn

BEWARE!
Computer and Other Related Scams

Ashworth

 Personal Support and Training
 Internet & Anti-Virus solutions
 Professional IT-related Services for Business
 PC and Mac

Computing
Services

01360 550074
www.ashworthcomputingservices.co.uk

Addendum:
I've had several scams by email recently.
The most worrying was one purporting to come from PayPal about an Amazon order
but if it had not really been made, to click on the "Cancel Order" link.   It is a scam.
I reported this to PayPal and they confirmed that it is a phishing scam trying to get
you to release information about your PayPal account.

Most of the others have been saying I had been the winner in a free 'draw'. The
latest came from "COCA COLA". Note that it is not from Coca-Cola. Their website
carries warnings about several similar scams they are aware of.

McLaren Rugby
Football Club

McLaren played host to Mull on Saturday at
Dunblane High and despite heavy mist making
conditions slippery the game started at fair
pace. With both team putting good structured
moves together countered by  good  defence,
McLaren’s  first  break  came  with an
interception and kick ahead by Ian Letton
followed by a good break by Martin Fisher just
getting pushed into touch before the try line.
A box kick ahead by Callum Dykes into the
opponents 22 Gave McLaren a chance to work
a penalty. 3 points took by Gregor Creevy;
straight hands from a fourth phase ball gave
Fraser Graham an opportunity to score the first
try of the match, converted by Gregor Creevy.
Mull Raleighed and caught McLaren’s defence
to score before the break. Half time score 10-
5. After the interval McLaren Dominated play
with good structured move causing forced by
Mull, McLaren choosing to run the ball rather
than kick the points this paid off with a 60 yard
weave by Fraser Graham resulting in a great
try. Good counter-rucking in mid field by James
Buchanan and Robin More resulting in good
turnover ball. Good tidying up by Ian Letton
after some louse play with David Miller taking
it of his shoulder to pass on to Martin Fisher
who after a well placed pam-off managed to
tough down in the corner. A break by mull after
the restart kept McLaren pined on their 5 meter
line but good defence let them turnover and
clear there lines. McLaren made good round
with excellent kicking by Captain Scott
Drummond Placed a Mull line out on their 5
meter which they won but dropped behind the
try line which let Scott Drummond pounce on
to score try 4 for McLaren full time result
McLaren 25 – 5 Mull.
Man of the match Robin More.
Players: Davie Millar, Ian Letton, Fraser
Graham, Robin More, Martin Fisher, Scott
Drummond , Callum Dykes, Blair Craig, Paul
Campbell, Chris Crichton, Robert Grey,
Donald Budge, Gregor Creevy, Adam More,
James Buchanan. Subs Gregor Harvey,
Daniel Kirkbright, Sivan Isaacs, Rory Wilson,
Jamie Robertson & Steven Black
November’s Home Fixtures (weather
permitting).
Check Fridays Observer for more info
12th Nov: McLaren v Loch Lomond
19th Nov: McLaren v Cumnock
We are having Race Night on the 19th of
November at The Waverley Hotel.  Starts at
8pm all welcome.
McLaren Travel Craignure to play Mull on 21st
of January 2012 travel on the team luxury
coach and enjoy the scenery. To book contact
01877 331677
McLaren R.F.C would like to take this
opportunity to thank The Waverley Hotel for
their Hospitality and continuing support.

www.mclarenrugby.co.uk
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Not here......but near!
Gartmore Church
Times of Worship
Morning worship is at 10am every
Sunday.  We have tea/coffee after the
service on the first Sunday of each month.
The Sunday Club meets most Sundays.

Drymen & District Local
History Society
Drymen Village Hall at 7.45pm
24th November: Peter McNiven on “History
and Place-names in Mediaeval Menteith
and Stirling”.
Annual subscription is £5.00; admission to a
single meeting is £2.00.   Visit our website:
www.drymen-history.org.uk

Strathendrick Singers
Christmas Concert
Friday 16th December
Killearn Kirk
Strathendrick Singers’ annual Christmas
Concert will be held at 7.30pm on Friday 16th
December and will feature Venezuelan
carols, works by Chilcott, Lauridsen, and
Britten’s Ceremony of Carols as well as the
usual favourites for all to sing along.  Wine,
soft drinks, mince pies and shortbread will be
served at the interval.  Tickets will be on sale
at the Kirk door or from choir members.  For
more information e-mail drashworth@aol.com
or phone Pat on 01360 550074

Coffee Morning
Saturday 18th  February 2012
Killearn Kirk Hall
Strathendrick Singers’ annual Coffee Morning
runs from 10.00 until 12.00.  As well as a
selection of musical entertainment you can
have a blether while enjoying wonderful home
baking with a cup of tea or coffee.  The ever
popular bottle stall, raffle, book stall etc will
add to the fun.

November
Wed 16th 9:30am Ramble: Through the Bealach
Cumhang (6miles) contact 01877 331691
Wed 23rd 9:30am Stroll: Killin Junction Station (41/2
miles) contact 01877 330032
December
Sat 3rd  8:30am Hill: Lendrick Hill (456m) contact
01786 825877
Wed 7th  9:30am Ramble: Along Loch Ard (6 miles)
contact 01877 382803
We meet in Ancaster Square, unless otherwise
indicated. Please bring wet weather clothing, appropriate
footwear and a packed lunch. Please let the walk leader
know if you plan to join the walk via the contact number
given.

Callander Ramblers’ Diary November 2011

Balfron & Callander Recycling
Centres Opening Times:
Monday - Friday: 5pm-8pm
Saturday: 10am-2pm
Sunday: Closed
A wide variety of household recyclables
(including garden waste) can be taken
directly to the Household Waste Recycling
Centres (HWRCs) at Balfron and Callander.
Excess waste and bulky household items,
including fridges and freezers and furniture,
can also be disposed of at the HWRCs.

Scottish Wildlife Trust
Callander Member’s Centre
Diary
Tuesday 8 November 2011 Beavers: the
Knapdale Reintroduction Trial by Simon
Jones, SWT Project Manager
Tuesday 13 December 2011 Wildlife in the
National Forest by Kenny Kortland, Species
Ecologist, Forestry Commission Scotland
+ Christmas Buffet (cost tbc)
(booking necessary tel. 01877 339080
email: mlhawkins@tiscali.co.uk)

All meetings are open to members and non-
members and are held in St Andrew’s
Church Hall, Leny Road, Callander at
7:30pm. Cost £2 includes refreshments, free
for full-time students.
SWT  details can be found at
www.swt.org.uk, including Members Centre
pages.

Christmas Concert
Sunday 11th December

Drymen Church
Dymen Church will host a Christmas Concert
featuring Strathendrick Singers which will be held at
7pm on Sunday 11th December and will feature
Venezuelan carols, works by  Chilcott,  Lauridsen, and
Britten’s Ceremony of Carols as well as Christmas
favourites for all to sing along.  Refreshments will be
served at the interval.  Tickets will be on sale from
church members or from Drymen Library (01360
660751) - cost £8 or £4 for schoolchildren.

GARTMORE WOMEN’S
RURAL INSTITUTE
The President and Committee of the
Gartmore WRI extend a warm
welcome to all ladies of the area to
come along and take part in the 2011
/ 2012 session.
We meet on the third Wednesday of
the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall and our
new syllabus has interesting and varied topics
which we hope will catch your attention.
The first meeting is on Wednesday 19th October
when several Gartmore Ladies will reminisce about
their time here. After that we’ll round off the
evening with a cup of tea and a chat with friends
old and new.
Syllabus for 2011 / 2012
16th November 2011  – A Christmas
demonstration by Dobbies Stirling
Competition – a small arrangement for the Christmas
table
11th December 2011  – Christmas Cheer – Lunch
Outing
18th January 2012  – Duncan Tannahill – an
illustrated talk on SENSE the charity for deaf
/blind people
Competition – a favourite tartan article
15th February 2012  – Quiz / games night
Competition – the best book ever
21st March 2012  – Hilary Svennevig – an
illustrated talk on recent travels in India
Competition – my desert island luxury item
18th April 2012 – Yoga Night with Brenda from
Chillout
Competition – 4 brownies
16th May 2012 – AGM Pot Luck Supper
Christine McLellan – illustrated talk on Riverside
Museum Glasgow

We look forward to seeing you
President - Lesley Bond 382 739
Secretary – Sue Walker 382 310

ARDBUILD
All Joinery, Building
& Roofing Work

Tel:  01877 387 238
Mob:  07749 418463

24 hr emergency callouts

Including Kitchen & Bathroom Installations
Timber Preservation Treatment
Dry Rot/Wet Rot/Woodworm - 30yr guarantee
Property Maintenance Services
Slabbing
Monoblock Paving

e-mail: ardbuild@hotmail.com
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Strathard News Subscription

Sign:

Tel No: Date:

If you wish to take out an annual subscription please complete the information below.

Never miss an issue!
Why not have the newsletter delivered
 to you for the next year for only £12.

Name:

Address:

Post Code:

The completed form should be posted to The Editor, Strathard News,
Schoolhouse, Inversnaid FK8 3TU along with a cheque for £12 made
payable to Strathard News.  Alternatively, hand in to Aberfoyle Post Office.

Your subscription will start with Issue 69.

Clubs in the Memorial Hall
Mini-Kickers 3-4 years:
Contact Active Stirling 01786 432323
Pilates and Step & Tone:
Contact Amanda Reid 01360 661403
Tap, Ballet & Jazz – all ages:
Contact Carla Duggan 07815146462
Toddler Group: Contact Alison Graham 382726
Country Dance: Contact John Epps 382276
Karate – all ages: Contact Julie Glen 382296
Youth Club – P6+: Contact Marie Wardrop 382568
Also available for meetings, parties etc.
Call Sandra Jardine 382673

It's True – for THE BEST exercise
Take Up Scottish Country Dance

 meets every Wednesday in the
Memorial Hall from 7.30 until 9.30pm.

Lots of fun and gentle exercise.  All welcome, no
partner necessary but sense of humour vital!!
For more details please telephone Allan (01877)
385236. Holiday visitors also very welcome.

COMMITTEE & CONTACTS
Editor: Margaret Neufeld
01877 386258
editor@strathardnews.com
Treasurer: Bridget MacPherson
01877 382564
treasurer@strathardnews.com
Advertising: Ian Marshall
01877 382211
advertising@strathardnews.com
Layout: Marion Back
01475 560300
newsdesk@strathardnews.com
Reporters:
David Wilkie
01877 382868
reporter@strathardnews.com
Fiona Campbell
01877 382603
Gwenda Naylor
01877 386244
Distribution: Arthur Jones
01877 382682
Printers:
more_bespoke print management solutions
5 Eagle Street,
Craighall Business Park,
Glasgow G4 9XA
Tel: 0141 354 7910
tellme@aboutmore.co.uk
www.aboutmore.co.uk
Webmaster:  Colin Stewart
InformComm Ltd.
01877 387737
cstewart@informcomm.co.uk

Lovely 2 Bedroom Flat
Top Floor/Great Views
Baillie Nicol Jarvie Court

Contact
Tel: 01877 389 091
mob: 07810564599

Thank You
The organisers of the Willie Semple
Memorial Competition held in The Black
Bull on 3rd September would like to thank
those businesses which donated raffle
prizes: Chill Out, The Post Office, The Forth
Inn, The Co-op, The Coach House, The
Black Bull, The Deli and Guyana.  £365
was raised for Strathcarron Hospice.

main street
aberfoyleguyana

unique range of arts
and crafts from
throughout the world.

extensive plant
area for all your
gardening needs.

plants,  art  and  crafts

open seven days 10
am to 6 pm

tel. 01877 382 308
enquiries@guyana.ltd.uk
www.guyana.ltd.uk

The Gartmore School Partnership Ceilidh
is on Saturday 26th Nov

Doors open 7pm
Tickets children £5 and adults £10 includes

traditional Scottish supper
Professional Ceildh band

Tickets available from Gartmore Shop or
contact Liz on 07810 856335

Deadline Date
Xmas Issue

Issue 69
20 November

Organist sought
by

Aberfoyle Parish Church
Do you know anyone who might be interested?

Please contact:
Mrs Janet MacCallum (382677) or
The Revd Linda Stewart (382391)

Strathard Community Trust
Members of the Trust will soon receive renewal
subscription notices if due this year, and also
details of our AGM to be held on 29th
November.  Anyone interested in supporting
local projects and wishing to join as a member do
please contact chairman Ian Marshall on 382211.



IF YOUR CAR OR VAN NEEDS A SERVICE OR MOT PLEASE
PHONE KENI OR SHEENA ON 01786 850500

WE PROVIDE AN UPLIFT AND DROP-OFF SERVICE

Toyota Hi-Lux D4D Double Cab (06/56) 37,000
Miles in White with a Truckman Top, very nice pick-
up.

£8995+VAT

Renault Modus 1.2 Oasis (06/06) 15,000 Miles, 1
Owner, As new

£4500

Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 Auto 5dr (07/07) 2 Owners,
20,000 Miles, FSH £5500

Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Club 5dr (2001) 24,000 miles, 2
Owners, As new £2250

Citroen Dispatch L1 H1 Van (09/59) In White,
32,000 Miles, FSH £8250+VAT

Mercedes A150 SE Elegance 5 dr (05/05) 23,000
Miles, FSH In Sky Blue Metallic with Beige Interior. £6995

VEHICLES FOR SALE

Janefield, Ruskie, Stirlingshire FK8 3LG
Tel: 01786 850500

Mob: 07977 133503  Fax: 01786 850555
Email: directvehicleopt@aol.com  www.directvehicleoptions.co.uk

We are Open: Mon-Sat 8:00-20:00 Sun by Appointment

*Images for illustration purposes only.


