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Sigrid was born in Frankfurt in Ger-
many on the 23rd February 1925. Her
mother, Alice, was Russian and her
father, Anton, to whom Sigrid was es-
pecially close, was German. She was
the youngest of a family of five, with
four older brothers, three of whom
were sadly killed during the war.
When war broke out, she became a
Radio Operator in the German Navy
and she went on to work in a telephone
exchange in Frankfurt after the war,
under the US occupying forces. She
got the job there because she could
speak English and although she would
dearly have liked to have gone to
America, it seems that England was
the next best thing. So she and her
friend Louisa applied for, and obtained,
jobs as a Housekeeper and Nanny re-
spectively at a country house in Lin-
colnshire.
After a few years in Lincolnshire,
Sigrid moved to Glasgow to work as
a domestic help and in 1953, she mar-
ried David Garson. At that point in her
life, she became a Book Keeper and
started at the Northern Trading Com-
pany. Sigrid went on to work for Brit-
ish Buttner and it was there that she

first met her great friend, Flo.
And, of course, her boss at
British Buttner was Gil
Armitage. Later they all trans-
ferred to another Glasgow
based company, Glenallan,
but when Gil set up his own
business in 1961, Sigrid and
her friend Flo went to work for
him. AC Enterprises was a
souvenir and fancy goods
wholesalers and working from
an office in Renfrew Street;
they were a happy staff. Sigrid
was good at her job too and
she thoroughly enjoyed her
working life. She also added
her own personal touches at times. If
an account was overdue for example,
she would draw a sad face on the cor-
ner of the invoice – and then when it
was settled, she would immediately
change it to a smiley face instead!
Sigrid and Gil worked together in the
business until they retired in 1980.
Having both been widowed in the early
1960s, times had been difficult. When,
in 1965, Gil announced to his children,
Martin and Gillian, that he was going
to marry Mrs Garson, they were both

delighted!  And thus began what were
undoubtedly the happiest years of
Sigrid’s life, living at Holm House at the
Milton. They both loved it there and it
was a very strong marriage. Sigrid
was very fond of Martin and Gillian too
and in time she became a much loved
Nana to Martin and Morag’s daughters
Jennifer, Hilary and Lucy and to Gillian
and Cameron’s children, Kirsten and
Cameron. Sigrid was wonderful with
children and she was a huge part of
their lives as they were growing up.

SIGRID ARMITAGE – A TRIBUTE

Sigrid (age66) at the opening of the Green
Gallery in Aberfoyle 16 years ago.
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Police Community Website
Constables Jo McDowall and Ricky Govan are the two locally
based Police Officers covering the village of Aberfoyle and
the surrounding communities.  They carry out community
liason duties in Aberfoyle and can be contacted at Aberfoyle
Police Office. Tel 01877 382 222. They can also be contacted
by email through the Central Scotland Police website
www.centralscotland.police.uk.   There is a community
page for Aberfoyle on the website which can be accessed
by going to My Area, Dunblane Sac, Aberfoyle.  There you
will find community news
regarding crime updates
and  police surgery dates.
The next surgery is on
Monday 18th June 2007
4pm-5pm, PC Govan, in
Aberfoyle Police Office.
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....continued from page 1
Sigrid had a lovely way with wee ones
and in the days at the Milton, the local
children all knew and loved her. She
had legendary Halloween parties for
example and she would spend hours
decorating the house and preparing
treats for the children. She was a won-
derful hostess and there was always
a tipple for any parents out guising with
their children! Sigrid liked to look after
people, but it was always wise not to
turn up unannounced because she
could get quite upset about not having
anything to give you!
Friendships were very important to
Sigrid and when Gil sadly died in 1982,
both friends and family rallied round
to support her. It was a huge loss for
her and one that she took very very
hard. But with the love and support of
good friends such as Anne and
Jimmy, Flo, Kathleen and Ian, Sheila
and Paul and Effie, she was eventu-
ally able to get her life back onto an
even keel. She stayed on in the house
at the Milton until the garden eventu-
ally got too much for her and she
moved into Creag Dhu. She had loved
her garden and especially the birds –
at one time they had ducks in the pond
and a splendid Peacock “Blue Boy”.
But she also fed the wild birds too. She
spent a fortune on seeds and feeders
for them and she loved to see them in
the garden. Sigrid had a strong con-
nection with the natural world and she
was always an animal lover, happily
taking in any waifs and strays that
turned up at her door. She never
bought a pet in fact – somehow they
always found her!
After she retired, Sigrid spent a number
of years on the Therapeutic Hand
Care Team with the Red Cross, going
round the care homes in the area to
do hand massage and manicures for
the elderly residents. In her spare time,
Sigrid was a regular contributor to the
Strathard News and as you will all
know, she was a dab hand at writing
poetry. Her grammar, spelling and vo-
cabulary were superb and although
she retained her strong German ac-
cent, her written English was better
than that of most English people!
Sigrid was very much a home bird at
heart and she much preferred to have

folk visit her than to visit them. A great
wireless buff, she often listened to
Radio 4 and I gather that friends and
family quickly learned not to phone her
when either the Afternoon Play or the
Archers was on! Although she didn’t
watch very much TV, she was a devo-
tee of ‘Who Wants to be a Millionaire’
and she was quite annoyed when she
applied a few years ago (?) and was
told that she was too old to go on!
Sigrid was very well known in
Aberfoyle. Gillian once sent her a card
with simply the words ‘Sigrid,
Aberfoyle’ on the envelope and it had
no trouble reaching her at all! She cer-
tainly won’t be forgotten down at the
Doctors’ Surgery either. She was fit
and healthy all her life and when she
went for an appointment a couple of
years ago, she certainly demonstrated
it in an unforgettable style! She was
answering some general health ques-
tions for the Doctor and when asked
how much she drank, she replied that
she didn’t know, but it was “lots”. She
gave the same answer for the ques-
tion about smoking too. And when the
Doctor asked her, doubtfully, if she
was keeping in good health, she said,
“Of course”, and proceeded to do a
cartwheel across the surgery floor!
The staff down there have certainly
never forgotten that day!
Sigrid was a great character – intelli-
gent, highly capable with a fiercely in-
dependent streak, she certainly lived
her life in the way she wanted to live it.
As you will all know, she was also a
woman of great personal integrity who
got straight to the point and could be
outspoken at times. But you always
knew where you stood with her and a
lot of folk had a lot of time for her. She
had a lovely quirky sense of humour
too. She loved company and
conversation and she will be
very fondly remembered by
many people.
She will be very sadly missed,
but don’t forget that what you
once shared with her can never
be taken away from you. Those
who knew her will ever forget
her and a part of her will live on
in the hearts and minds of eve-
ryone who held her in affection
and respect during her life.

Break of Day
As night steals silently away,
Reluctant to surrender,
The rising sun proclaims the day
In all its golden splendour.

Now precious pearls of crystal dew,
At early morning hour,
Refreshingly awake anew
The sleepy budding flower.

A little bird strikes up the notes
All others to inspire,
And out of a thousand tiny throats
Resounds dawn’s magic choir.

Divine event at break of day,
Beholder’s rich reward,
Do not completely fade away …..
Pause in my joyful heart.

Sigrid

In memory of Sigrid Armitage who
submitted this evocative poem
shortly before her death on 28th
May, 2007.

ARDSTONEARDSTONEARDSTONEARDSTONEARDSTONE
Drystone Walling,

Pointing, Plastering

David Monaghan
Kinlochard
Aberfoyle

Stirling FK8 3TW

Tel: 01877 387205
Mob: 07732266231
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The Way We Were……..
By now you will all have seen the questionnaire going around the village, asking
for our views on how we can improve the lifestyle in Strathard and, in particular,
floating the idea of a community buy-out of Aberfoyle Motors and it is a point to
be seriously considered for if the garage goes then we, as locals, have serious
problems.  For example, it would mean travelling to the nearest garage for car
repairs, for an M.O.T., servicing or even just petrol - which could possibly result
in affecting the tourist industry – and the nearest garage is 14 miles away in
Doune, a daunting prospect!
Aberfoyle Garage does not only deal in car related merchandise but also sells
newspapers, garden goods, videos and much more.  To lose such a site, which
would in all likelihood be taken over for housing development, the community
would also lose yet another facility in the long wind down that has affected this
and other communities.  Within living memory Aberfoyle has lost a baker’s shop,
a drug store, a fruit and vegetable shop and a cobbler’s.
How much more can be lost before we become just another dormitory village?
Perhaps now is the time to call a halt before we see the disappearance of yet
another of our amenities.

New Tea Room Opens At
Historic Pier
An old café in one of the most picturesque areas of the
Trossachs has been given a new lease of life – as a tea
room. The Pier Tea Room at Stronachlachar opened its
doors for the first time on Saturday May 19.
Run by Simon and Carole Cranefield, it is now open seven
days a week throughout the holiday season. The new
venture signals an important redevelopment project for
the historic pier building. The former café closed in the
1970s – so it is the first time in about 30 years that it
has been used as an eatery.
The Pier Tea Room has been heralded as a major new
facility for Loch Katrine and its many visitors. It has been
welcomed by passengers on the steamer Sir Walter
Scott, walkers, cyclists, motorists and motorcycle en-
thusiasts.  The menu, including the finest Italian coffees,
home-made cakes, scones and soups, has been widely
praised.  Customers can enjoy panoramic views of Loch
Katrine from tables inside the tea room and from the
terrace outside.  The soups, special club sandwiches
and a rich choice of fresh baked cakes and scones are
proving popular choices.  The coffees – from the Italian
Aroma range - are produced through the Italian slow roast
method.  Open from 10am seven days a week, the tea
room offers a host of other hot and cold drinks, snacks
and ice creams.
Redevelopment work at the building has included deco-
rating and furnishing the main eating area and installing
a new kitchen.  A new disabled toilet is to be provided at
the premises, complementing the existing gents and
ladies toilets.  A warm welcome – with a combination of
good food and customer service – awaits visitors to The
Pier Tea Room.
For more information about the tea room and opening
times, contact 01877 386374.

Aberfoyle Memorial Hall
100 Club Winners

The winner of the 100 Club in May was Charlotte Jenson
who won £59.  We are still anxiously seeking new mem-
bers to keep this valuable local asset afloat.  Stirling
Council has indicated that Grants will be sparse this
year and we depend on these funds to fund the running
of this non-profit making hall.
If you would like to help this local charity and have the
chance of winning a cash sum at a cost of £2 per month.,
please contact Janet Stewart on 382736

Aberfoyle Bowling Club - Use it or Lose it!
Bowling Club House opened in 1960. The Presi-
dent and Committee would like it to be known that,
for the last few seasons, our membership has gone
down considerably. If it stays like this, we will strug-
gle to keep it open. As the saying goes, “Use it or
lose it.”  The bowling season runs from May to Sep-
tember. We have club competitions and we play in
the Forth and Endrick League – optional. We would
welcome new members: young, middle-aged or old.
It is an enjoyable game which is also good exer-
cise.  For further information please contact H. Campbell, Secretary, on
01877 382522

Aberfoyle Post Office

Shop OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Sat. 7.00 -5.30; Sun,11.00 – 5.30.

EUROS
 AVAILABLE at the counter NOW

NO NEED TO PRE-ORDER!
Other currencies available to order for next-day delivery.

Ask about our travel insurance!

Hamish Davidson, former competitor in the World’s Strong-
est Man competition and a World Record Holder in the
Highland Games Circuit is to lead the athletes at the Rob
Roy Highland Games at Kinlochard Hall Field on Sunday,
15th July.  Apart from traditional events, the Games will
also feature a children’s section with egg-and-spoon, three-
legged and sack races amongst others including the World
Giant Sack Race Championship for families up to 4. There
will also be a competition to find Scotland’s Most
Beautiful Border Collie. As in Miss World, the dogs must

be female, any age and must be pretty. Entries will be taken on the field.
The Games, kindly sponsored by the Forest Hills Hotel and the
Macdonald Hotel Group, will commence with a Grand March, led by
Callander Pipe Band from the hotel to the Games field, commencing at
11.30 a.m.  There will be a family ceilidh at night. All proceeds from the
Games will go to the Kinlochard Village Hall Extension Fund.
Contact Fergus Wood, tel 01877 387219

World’s Strongman For Rob Roy Games 
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There’s little wrong with Go Ape.  except. . .
Perhaps an organisation called Go Ape
should not be expected to exercise much dis-
crimination but the Forestry Commission
ought to be able to do so. Someone should
be able to distinguish between a project,
which might enhance a third rate forest, and
a project, which will almost certainly detract
from a first rate one. What appears to be the
problem is that the Forestry Commission,
and, one sometimes thinks, the National Park
itself, do not understand that they are respon-
sible for one of the most significant scenic
areas in Europe. Destroying a noteworthy fo-
cal point in that scenic area with an ill-thought
out adventure project is a grotesque offence
against local people, and against discerning
visitors from elsewhere
The Commission - not subject one suspects
to planning permission - has approved a pro-
posal in one of its own “honey pots”, a site
which is already highly popular for what might
be described as legitimate reasons. There
is absolutely no need for another project
there. Go Ape will no doubt argue that if their
project were not at such a focal point its com-
mercial success might be jeopardised. The
Commission’s reply ought to have been “So
what?” Instead it was “Oh, well, I daresay that
not much damage will be done.”
There are many other sites in the National
Park where Go Ape could be located.  They
could create a focal point of their own. Go
Ape’s project in the Lake District is situated
in one of the more threadbare of Lakeland
locations, already wrecked, in the opinion of
some, by the Forestry Commission itself, and,
certainly not, containing any of the Lake’s
many focal points. Why any project like Go
Ape should consider itself to be “entitled” to a
location like the Little Fawn Falls is a mystery.
Would they even ask about, say, Aira Force?
One only needs such artificial attractions as
Go Ape where nature might be said to have

shortcomings. It is a sad kind of venture, any-
way, trying to recreate the thrills of the fair-
ground in an area of natural beauty.
This new project has already cut down trees
in one of the few areas of the Forest Park
where there is what might be called ‘natural
woodland’. The fact that the Forestry Com-
mission is trying to re-create this effect else-
where appears to have escaped those who
approved the project.  One of its features
looms over the gorge of the Allt a Mhangan,
the seat of unusual plant colonies and an
area which ought to be carefully protected.
Key parts of the Go Ape course use mature
trees, which, unusually for the Forestry Com-
mission who often actually detract from views,
form a critical part of the view of their own
forest. .
It will be argued that the number of visitors
will be increased - this would be true if Go
Ape were better located anyway. It will also be
argued that employment will be increased.
This may be true, as it would be if Go Ape
were located elsewhere (i.e. in a less critical
situation). However it is important to note that
the worst of the National Park’s “objectives”
is that connected with employment. This is a
product of the kind of third rate politicians and
decision makers who run the National Park
who cannot appreciate that, if they got on with
their proper objectives employment would in-
crease in any case.
Go Ape is a poor kind of project for a National
Park but it might well come to occupy a sig-
nificant place in the National Park “offer”.  It is
amongst the last projects one would wish to
introduce to “enhance” the Park.  Its proper
place may well be to provide alternative ac-
tivities for those benighted members of the
public unable to appreciate what riches are
on offer in the National Park. Go Ape is the
kind of activity one might expect to find in the
dullest acres of the National Park.

Louis Stott

Congratulations to the SNP!
As an SNP voter I am more than happy
that Fergus Wood succeeded as local
councillor for Strathard.  It is good to see
that a local man has made good.  As a
local man and our representative on Stir-
ling Council, could he now give atten-
tion to a problem which had grown over
the past 2 years, that of rubbish collec-
tion.  We have, as a community, been
deprived of our rubbish skips which
means that we either travel to Balfron, a
fair distance, or end up fly-tipping, which
many have done.  We need our rubbish
skips back! Come on, Fergus, we need
your support in this!

Concerned Voter

Dear Sir/Madam,
I am writing to you to express my dismay at Liz McGregor losing the tender to have the coffee
shop at the David Marshall Lodge.  Prior to Liz taking over the coffee shop there, the expe-
rience was not a good one. I suspect the main reason many people now visit the lodge is
because of Liz and her staff’s excellent service and food.
 I was absolutely gobsmacked when I heard that Liz had lost the tender. I really don’t know
what has happened here but surely having built up the business to the success it is today,
I sincerely hope the company who won the tender will come up to scratch at the DML.
 Liz employs loads of local people and lives in Aberfoyle. Her coffee shop is much loved and
Liz is heavily involved in the local community providing the catering at the many events that
happen in and around the lodge. People go to these events because they know what a
great time they will have and how good the food will be. I feel very sorry that Liz has ‘bust a
gut’ for the past few years to built up a great reputation and business for it all to be lost at a
tender process.
I fully understand that DML probably has to go through a tendering process to renew the
lease. But crikey, if it ain’t broke!!!!!!!
I’m sure I am one of many who is deeply disappointed for both Liz and her staff who have
worked so hard over the years to make the DML experience such a great one.
Yours faithfully, 
Suzanne Teed and family
Gartmore

Get it off your chest with a letter to the editor. Send to Editor, Schoolhouse, Inversnaid FK8 3TU or email editor@strathardnews.com or hand in to Aberfoyle
Post Office.

Letters to the Editor... ....have your say!

Thank You To The Residents
Of Trossachs & Teith Ward
Following the Local Council Election I
am now the Conservative Councillor for
your community within the Trossachs
and Teith Ward. I would like to thank all
of you who assisted in this process. I
am proud and humbled to have been
selected with others to represent you on
Stirling Council and will endeavour to help
rectify the rural deficit that exists in our
ever centralised society.
As such I look forward to working with
you in dealing with such of your concerns
than are the responsibility of Stirling
Council to resolve. I can occasionally be
of assistance with other agencies that
need an extra push!  I will attend com-
munity meetings when able and invited
dependant on availability.
I shall be setting up Surgery dates in
cooperation with my fellow Councillors
in the ward and will publish these in due
course.
To contact me; Tel. 01877 339024, or
Mobile 07850 288525, or
ffincht@stirling.gov.uk or via Stirling
Councils contact centre 0845 2777000.
Regards
Cllr Tony Ffinch
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Community Council Report
After a long spell with not much to report
everything seems to be happening at once!
You should all know about the review of
the Community Action Plan by now – there
have been surveys dropping through
letterboxes throughout Strathard. The first
Action Plan is now 4 or 5 years old, and it
is time to look again at what has been
achieved and what else we would still like
to see done. I hope as you read this you’ll
agree that Strathard News is one of the best
things to come from the last Plan!
The added urgency in getting the surveys
out was because of the need to see if the
community would support a plan to buy
Aberfoyle Motors as a community asset,
should it be necessary in order to retain
the facilities it currently provides. Whether
it goes ahead or not, it couldn’t be pro-
gressed any further without proof that our
community was behind the project in order
to convince funding bodies. The response
so far has been brilliant- lots of feedback,
lots of forms coming in, and lots of opin-
ions being voiced! The garage purchase will
now go ahead as a separate project. Mean-
while the rest of your ideas will be collated
over the summer, (yes we’re having a
break), and the results will be available for
further discussion at a workshop to be held,
probably in September. So don’t forget what
you wrote! We’ll want to hear more from
you then.
Recent concerns about litter, drunkenness
and vandalism at Loch Chon were as noth-
ing compared to the reactions to the latest
trouble, resulting in people being held on
charges of attempted murder. Police and
Forestry Commission are working together
on plans to prevent any further trouble and

there will be increased police patrols around
the area. Both agencies are asking if lo-
cals could play their part by reporting any
behaviour that causes them concern; car
registration numbers of those involved would
be a great help if at all possible.
I feel I must apologise to some of the
younger members of the community in
Aberfoyle. I promised I would find the boys
somewhere to build their jumps and ramps
for skateboarding and biking; somewhere
safe and well-lit; a place to keep them happy
until the new schemes for the Playpark are
complete.  We’ve all watched their attempts
to build in various places. Hopefully some
of you have, like me, admired their ingenu-
ity and determination to get out there and
do something for themselves, instead of
sitting glued to a TV or computer all the
time. Sadly, for various reasons (frequently
their own safety!), the lads have had to move
on every time. And in this era of political
correctness, with Health & Safety assess-
ments for almost everything, and insurance
claims for anything else, I’ve discovered that
apparently, there is nowhere suitable for our
kids to play without disturbing others with
their noise or mess. Who would want to be
young today, eh? So, if anyone out there
can think of a solution, I, and the kids,
would be extremely grateful.
And finally…… Congratulations to all three
of our new councillors, Tony Ffinch, Paul
Owens and Fergie Wood! We look forward
to working with all of you and to, hopefully,
having three times the people power, per-
suasiveness and perseverance in pursuing
our pet projects! (P...p...p…point out a pot-
hole anyone?)

Ros

Community Councillors
Ward 1 Aberfoyle

Ros Dingwall
John Clow
John Fraser
(1 vacancy)

Ward 2 Kinlochard
Fiona McEwan

Maureen Campbell
Sue Russell

Mike Campbell
Ward 3 Inversnaid

Scott Provan
Andre Goulancourt

Ralph Wolfe

Strathard Community Council meets on
the 1st Thursday of the month, alternat-
ing between Aberfoyle Memorial Hall,
Kinlochard Village Hall and Inversnaid
Primary School.
The next meeting is at 7.30 pm on Thurs-
day 5th July in Aberfoyle. There will be a
business meeting prior to the public
meeting.

Open 8 am – 8 pm all week
Tel: 01877 387 284

Kinlochard VKinlochard VKinlochard VKinlochard VKinlochard Village Shopillage Shopillage Shopillage Shopillage Shop

Some of our selection of ethical, organic and fair trade products:
Baked giant beans in extra virgin olive oil; organic artichokes in cold-pressed sunflower oil;
garlic stuffed olives; organic kalamata olives; aubergine meze in extra virgin olive oil; sun-dried
tomato tapenade; sweet red pepper tapenade; kalamata olive tapenade; canned braised tofu;
organic tomato and apple chutney; organic pea soup; organic tomato soup; organic unsalted
peanut butter; organic sunflower butter; organic pumpkin seed butter; organic marzipan bar;
organic baby food; nutty 9 bar with hemp; hemp power bar; organic chocolate truffles (Booja
Booja); fair trade chewy sun-dried banana chips; fair trade chewy sun-dried pineapple slices;
unsulphered organic dried apricots; fairly traded fruit salad; organic halva; fair trade coffee;
organic and fair trade green tea …

Are you interested in ordering ethical, organic and fair trade foods in bulk? If so, we guarantee to offer
these items at below their recommended retail price (subject to a minimum order). Our supplier can
provide over 3000 products. Please contact us for details.
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Building a vibrant, year round, local economy to improve em-
ployment opportunities and career prospects has been at the
heart of Aberfoyle Traders Association’s activities since its re-
constitution in 2000. The achievements of the past eight years
are a testament to the drive and ambition of the members.
“Tramping Through The Trossachs”
at Easter and the Aberfoyle Interna-
tional Mushroom Festival in late Oc-
tober have helped put Aberfoyle on
the map and boost to the economy
by extending the tourist season.

Satellite broadband to local busi-
nesses and homes in Aberfoyle and
Kinlochard long before BT enabled
the local exchange, and initiating
the upgrade and redesign of the car
park, improvements to the Forth Inn
alley and pavements on south side
of Main Street are ATA successes.

Strong business and community
links with rural communities in Ar-
magh in Northern Ireland and
County Mayo in the Republic of Ire-
land have grown from local contacts.
A tripartite B&B project (2005) and
an excellent eBusiness course from
which 10 Trossachs businesses
benefited (2006) have grown out of
STRAP, the Shamrock Thistle Rural
Action Partnership.

A Mentoring pilot project for Tros-
sachs businesses which aims to
help existing and start-up busi-
nesses become more successful
and take on more employees by
matching business owners with
experienced business mentors,
grew out of information provided by
local businesses in a 2006 survey.

Plans are afoot to for the return of
floral hanging baskets and Christ-
mas lights, after a year without them.
It was who provided them before but
ATA Watering baskets and install-
ing Christmas lights relies on vol-
unteers – can you help?!

Aberfoyle Traders Association pro-
vides a forum and an opportunity for
businesses within Strathard and
surrounding area to work together
for mutual benefit rather than against
one another or in isolation, works
closely with Strathard Community
Council and Community Trust and
benefits significantly from the exper-
tise and resources that Stirling
Council, Scottish Enterprise Forth
Valley, Loch Lomond and The Tros-
sachs National Park Authority and
VisitScotland have to offer.

Membership continues to grow, cur-
rently over 40 from Kinlochard,
Aberfoyle, Gartmore, The Port, Loch
Katrine and with interest from Brig
o’ Turk and Buchlyvie. Tradesmen,
Service providers, Retailers, Accom-
modation Providers and Caterers,
‘home workers’, and from Sole Trad-
ers to National Companies, are rep-
resented. As a member of the Asso-
ciation you will have opportunities
to ‘network’, advertise for minimal
outlay in event programmes, be a
part of www.VisitAberfoyle.com, take
advantage of training opportunities
and most importantly, become in-
volved with a dynamic, enthusiastic
Association aiming to revitalise the
economy of these rural communi-
ties and get ahead of the local, na-
tional and international competition!
Can you afford not to join us?

For further information please con-
tact:
The Chairman:
Bruce Wallace
Wallace Home Services
01877 382 098
bruce@WallaceHomeServices.co.uk
Secretary:
Mary Phillips
Forth House
01877 382 696
ATA@ForthHouse.com

ATA – Representing Businesses throughout Strathard, The Trossachs, Gartmore and Port of Menteith.
Aberfoyle Coaches, Rade, Action Adventures Activities, The Aberfoyle Butcher, Trossachs Butcher and Delicatessen, Stoney
Park B & B, Liz McGregor’s Coffee Shop, Gartmore Community Shop, Aberfoyle Amusements, Trossachs Cab Company, Loch
Katrine & Steamship Sir Walter Scott, The Black Bull Hotel, The Wee Market, Trossachs Holiday Park, The Forth Inn, Quirk
& Co, Ledard Farm Ltd, Covenanters Inn, Go Forth Partnership, Gartmore House, Forth House Holidays, David Marshall
Lodge, Forestry Commission Scotland, Forest Hills Resort, Creag Darach, Crannaig Guest House, Aberfoyle Post Office,
Aberfoyle Motors,
Strathard Electrical Services, Guyana, Aberfoyle Holidays, Creag-Ard Guest House, Boxwood, Wallace Home Services,
Microcroft, Trossachs Discovery Centre, Scottish Highland Landscapes, Wee But ‘n’Ben, Kinlochard Village Shop, Wee Blether,
Great Time Scotland, Forest Frames, Coach House Inn, Aberfoyle Golf Club, Craigmore Guest House, Currach B&B, Scottish
Wool Centre, Easterhill B&B, Cresent Cabs.

The Aberfoyle
Gathering

12 noon - 4 pm

It is happening...
and it is near....

all will be revealed in the next issue!

There is still time to hire a stall, volun-
teer a contribution or sponsor this event,
which is the first of its kind in Aberfoyle
in nearly ten years.  For each and every
single one of us, this is a chance to make
a difference.

Contacts
David Wilkie 01877 382868
Jackie Bell 01877 382142
Julie Glen 01877 382296
Kit Neufeld 01877 382175

(promotion/marketing)
John Clow 01877 382508

(environmental area)
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National Park Newsby Owen McKee

For some consid-
erable time now
the Park Authority

in conjunction with other agencies has been
working away at ways of managing the
challenging behaviour of some of the visi-
tors to popular areas of the Park. In par-
ticular there has been some success
around East Loch Lomond and Loch Earn
but the recent brutal attack at Loch Chon
prompts the question - Is the problem
merely being displaced? Clearly we will be
looking seriously at the circumstances sur-
rounding this case to see what, if anything,
we can do to prevent a repetition. Central
Scotland Police have already taken steps
to increase patrols in the area and will be
keeping a close eye on developments.
To some extent we have to see such
events as being part of the reason why Bye
Laws are in place on Loch Lomond. On
the 21st May the new Patrol Boat which
was supplied by the Scottish Executive to
enable the Park Authority to properly po-
lice the new Bye Laws was named and is
now in service. The boat will be manned by
specialist Rangers. At peak periods the
Rangers will be joined on the boat by mem-
bers of Strathclyde and Central Police. Full
details of the Bye Laws are being brought

to the attention of all loch users at the
launching points. Action will be taken
against those who break the law and the
Scottish Executive has asked that we re-
port regularly to them on actions taken.
And gently we break the news that a qui-
eter and more friendly (environmentally and
in presence) boat will be plying on Loch
Katrine. The plan is to bring the Solar Boat,
Bata Greine, to the Trossachs this sea-
son. I would encourage you all to go and
have a trip on it.
We haven’t yet arranged a Volunteer Day
to do a clear up on the Strathard lochs but
I joined a group of National Park Staff and
Board volunteers on a clear up on Lochs
Voil and Doine in Balquhidder Glen on 19th
May. We couldn’t have picked a worse time
for it rained throughout the day. Although it
was a Saturday we encountered not a sin-
gle fisherman or camper. That made the
day doubly disappointing because part of
our purpose was to have a chat to visitors
and educate them on the litter problem.
Nonetheless we stuck to our task and
cleared the loch sides of litter. While the
thoughtlessness of people littering the
lochside irked me I was incensed at the
amount of rubbish littering the roadside.

This must have been thrown deliberately
from cars. Back on the lochside I was ex-
pecting to encounter empty Buckfast bot-
tles and the like but no, the litter consisted
mainly of Diet Coke cans and things like
underpants (both male and female varie-
ties ) and teeshirts. Perhaps Balquhidder
Glen is frequented by streakers more con-
cerned with their bodies than the environ-
ment.
I am glad to say that the Local Plan open
days are proving very successful. If the re-
maining communities show as much inter-
est as the ten so far visited we will have a
good basis for the next stage of the proc-
ess which is publishing a comprehensive
list of the issues raised during our tour
round the Park. Only after you have had an
opportunity to comment on the issues
raised will the Draft Plan be prepared.

As always I can be contacted as follows:
Post:   Taigh Na Bhuth,
           Lochearnhead.
Phone: 01567 830214
owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk
 
 

Loch Arklet: Sunday 10th June 2007

Loch Chon: Sunday 10th June 2007
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King Of The Road  ......continued from Issue 37
John MacGregor, late of the parishes of his country.
Abridged by Alistair Ferrie.

He fiddled for gentry and common folk alike
- he thrice fiddled before HRH the Queen
Victoria by her royal command at the an-
nual Ghillie’s Ball at Balmoral Castle. His
public tunes were agreeable to all, particu-
larly the royal ear - but his best tunes were
his lonely tunes: they were always sad with
remembering his troubled life and that of
his beloved MacGregors.
He slept under the stars for choice: a fine
bed for summer-time when in the warm
nights of August, the purple heather drugs
the sleep of a weary man with honey-
scented dreams, and the grousecock
awakens him at dawn for a sun-splashed
bathe in a tumbling torrented burn; but a
hard bed in wintertime when the wind drives
the rain in pitiless sheets down the Glens,
or the silent falling snow makes sleep near
a thing to death itself.
“But for the collies,” he once said, “I wadna
be here this day. Often when I’m far frae
shelter I dig a hole in the snaw and lie down
in my cloak, and the dogs snuggle in
 aroon’ my neck - the cauld snaw covers
us aboot, but we dinna mind, for the  three
o’ us are cosy an’ warm thegither.”
But it came to the last slumber of John
MacGregor at the hinder end.  One bitterly
frosted night in December this old king of
the road lay down to sleep at the roadside
nearby Greenmyre Fermtoun in the Parish
of Kingoldrum. His fiddle was broken and
had lang syne played his last tune.  His
collie dogs were dead, no warm paws about
his neck or the creature comfort they gave.
He was all alone under his beloved stars.
 Next day, a kindly orraman found him un-
conscious and by the mercy of Heaven,

the blind fiddler never fully regained his
senses to realise - his stravaigins, his com-
panionship and his music ... and his life’s
ebb.  
It was all he would have wished it to be - on
the open road.  John MacGregor was re-
moved to the Parish House at Kirriemuir to
spend his last hours.
They found £50 in gold about his person,
so his strip of earth was his to the last.
The rest of his simple belongings went to
the king, aye, the monarch whose Grand-
mother had commanded him to play for her.
Every man’s story is his own by right. When
it comes to the end of all things, none can
tell with surety the dreams that trouble a
man’s last sleep.  But were I to favour John
MacGregor - late of the Parish of Scotland
and ambassador supreme to the
MacGregor - and speak of his wandering
life and honourable times, I would in respect,
humility and admiration say thus:  
John MacGregor was mired in his own his-
tory and every new day - a blessing -
brought its own adventure and new friend-
ships. Less articulate folk than John would
keep to their own class, and live in tedious
misery without much knowledge of those
who move in the other classes of society.
 But the sagacious John MacGregor - the
blind fiddler - in his lifetime of wandering,
knew no class, and the world is the worst
for his passing.
Royal was his race, rest in peace old friend
of the Earth.
From the personal papers and Diaries of
Alexander  (Sandy) Ferrie, 1884 - 1964.
Alistair  Ferrie.
14, Manse  Road,  Aberfoyle.

Callander Office Opens
The National Park has a new focus for its ac-
tivities in the Trossachs as it opens its office
in Callander, the park’s largest settlement and
main eastern gateway.
The extended former bookshop at 52-54 Main
Street has been converted into offices and
meeting rooms for staff needing to be based
locally and to reduce travel for residents mak-
ing planning enquiries or meeting park staff.
Countryside Ranger, Scott Ashworth, will be
based full-time in Callander while others with
a focus in the Trossachs or Breadalbane, in-
cluding Kenny Auld (Access Officer) and Scott
Nisbet (Land Management Officer), will split
their time between Callander and HQ at Balloch.
Reception will initially be covered by Mary
Cameron of our Balloch reception team, while
local recruitment to fill the position is com-
pleted.
Residents will be able to make appointments
to meet others, such as locally-elected mem-
ber of the board Mike Luti and Planning Of-
ficer Vivian Emery. Planning applications of
particular local interest will be available to view
and others will be made available on request.
Convener of Loch Lomond & The Trossachs
National Park Authority, Dr Mike Cantlay is
delighted with the news, “This is great news
for Callander and for the National Park. This is
an excellent facility which will make the park
authority much more accessible and allow more
of our business to be conducted in this part of
the park. We hope that local community groups
and other public bodies active in the area will
also make good use of the meeting rooms and
that it will help to reduce the need to travel.
Address & phone number:
52-54 Main Street, Callander FK17 8BD
tel:  01389 722126
email:  info@lochlomond-trossachs.org

The Kirkton Farm
Aberfoyle

01877 382316

DIY/Grass Livery

available
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RSPB Inversnaid The Loch Lomond Byelaws
were approved in March by the then Deputy
Minister for Environment and Rural Devel-
opment Sarah Boyack. Their purpose is to
protect the islands, the National Nature
Reserve and wildlife, provide a larger area
for quieter activities and further improve
safety.
The overall speed limit of 90 kph (56 mph)
is unchanged and the area of reduced
speed of 11 kph (7 mph) has been increased
by around 8% and now covers a larger area
around the islands, Milarrochy Bay and the
mouth of the Endrick and Leven.
It is now compulsory for all boats to carry
sufficient lifejackets or buoyancy aids of a
type and number suitable for those occu-
pying the craft. They must always be worn
on personal water craft or for recreational
towing. Rangers can offer advice about
conforming to British and European Stand-
ards.
The revisions also include increasing to 16
the age for being in charge of powered craft,
unless supervised by an adult.
Speaking about the new byelaws, Dr Mike
Cantlay, Convener, Loch Lomond and The
Trossachs National Park Authority said “The
byelaws are in place to improve safety and
reduce disturbance to other users and to
the loch’s special qualities so that it stays
special and enjoyable for all to visit.”
“Enforcement of the byelaws will be
stepped up with the introduction of a new
patrol boat, The Brigadier II, purchased with
Scottish Executive. Rangers will target their
efforts at byelaw breaches where the shore,
wildlife or other users are disturbed and will
be joined at weekends by police officers.
Any infringements of the byelaws will be
taken extremely seriously.”
For further information about byelaws or
advice about lifejackets contact the Duncan
Mills Memorial Slipway on 01389 722030.
The full text of the Loch Lomond Byelaws
2006 is on our website at www.lochlomond-
trossachs.org.

A joint RSPB/FCS survey
under the Scottish For-
estry Alliance umbrella, of

the Loch Arklet area and RSPB Inversnaid
reserve produced a count of 29 lekking
blackcock (male black grouse). To put this
count into perspective, in 2006 only 9
blackcock were counted at lek sites in the
same area, this is an increase of over 310%.
In addition, 4 greyhen (female black
grouse) were also counted. It can only be
hoped that with the improvement in habitat
and continued lower grazing, conditions will
be favourable for a long-term increase for
this Red Data Listed species in the local
area. All bird species have a designation of
red, amber or green to show the status of
their population. Thus red species (the spe-
cies whose population has undergone more
than 50% decline in numbers in the UK
over the last 20 years) are priority species
and conservation work is prioritised towards
this designation.
With the better weather (?), some of our
feral goats are out of the woodland next to
Loch Lomond and have been grazing on
the high ground of the Garrison. Goats dis-
like the flies and midges as much as we
do and take to the higher ground to avoid
them; a report of 20+ goats grazing near
the area of Castle Rock was followed by
my own sighting of a group of 9 of the
Inversnaid goats grazing ground next to the
conifers at Loch Arklet dam. Since the
black-faced sheep were removed in late
2002 and replaced with smaller numbers
of Shetland sheep, this summer movement
into Garrison (and now beyond) appears to
be an annual occurrence.

Survey work in the form of point counts has
been ongoing in the woodland along the
reserve beside Loch Lomond. Point counts
are marked locations throughout the wood-
land where the surveyor listens to birds at
dawn for five minutes and notes the spe-
cies and their distance from the point by
their song. The population trends of wood-
land bird species are monitored across the
country using this method and we have
records dating back to 1987. We are un-
dertaking a full analysis of all this data to
give us a long-term picture of the trends of
woodland birds at Inversnaid, some of which
have declined dramatically across the UK.
Pied flycatchers are located throughout the
reserve and other woodland species – wood
warbler, redstart, and tree pipit have all been
recorded.
On the moorland, a pair of curlew are still
on territory above Garrison farm and again
this year we have oystercatchers nesting
on the remains of the Garrison wall. Close
by we have a pair of twite on territory and
last week six were seen, although unfortu-
nately I could not state whether they were
a family group but a welcome sight none
the less. A pair of twite was also at the
Inversnaid hotel car park, a very unusual
sighting for this moorland species. Snipe
are also on territory in the area with their
aerial beating of outer tail feathers produc-
ing that wonderful “drumming” sound. Three
pairs of swallow have taken up residence
in our workshop with another pair at the
entrance. This welcome intrusion to the
workshop routine has meant covers over
equipment and as little use of the work-
shop as possible to prevent disturbance.

Duncan Cameron
Conservation Assistant

Tel: 01877 387202
Mob: 07803 615924

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

woodland & timber services
tree surgery

firewood
fencing

chemical spraying

Forthvale
Contractors

01877 382473
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Strathard Community Trust Ltd Moves Into Its 3rd Year
At the AGM of the Strathard Community Trust on Monday 4th June 2007
the following Directors were elected:

Chair:  Maureen Campbell
Vice-Chair:  Ian Marshall
Treasurer:  Lesley Quirk

Company Secretary:  Peter Barclay
Representing Strathard Community Council:  John Clow

Representing Aberfoyle Traders Association:  Bruce Wallace
Representing Strathard Churches:  Rev Richard Grosse

Ros Dingwall
Diana Carmody

The Chair reported on the successes of the Trust to date:  The Strathard
News restarted, upgrading of the Forth Inn Lane and the car park, Milton
Footpath upgraded.  The work to improve the Playpark has now gone out
to tender and we have done all we can to ensure that the design reflects
as much as possible what the youngsters of the village asked for.
The next project, and it’s a really big one for the Trust, is to look at
buying Aberfoyle Motors as a Community Business.  It is up for sale and
might be bought by developers to build on, not to run as a garage, so we
want to make sure the community can buy it and so keep a garage in
our area.  Surely none of us wants to make a 30 mile or more round trip
just to get fuel?  What about the other services we will lose?  How will
not having a local garage affect YOU?
We will be applying to the BIG Lottery fund for the money to do this and
to be successful we NEED YOU to tell us if you support this project.
PLEASE do complete the Community survey form, if you haven’t al-
ready done so, and hand it in to either of the Post Offices.
If you haven’t already joined the Trust as a member please consider
doing so.  It only costs £1 for a year or £5 for 5 years.  The more mem-
bers there are the better placed we are to attract funding for new projects.
Forms are available from both Post Offices or contact Lesley Quirk on
387210  lesley@quirk.co.uk.  As a member you can do as little or as
much as you want but simply by joining you will be supporting what the
Trust is doing. If you want to know more about the Trust then please
contact any of the Directors who will be pleased to speak to you.

 

Community Representative (S) Needed!
This is a new body that has been formed to replace the
existing School Board and PTA as the body for Paren-
tal Involvement in the School.  Under our Constitution,
we are able to co-opt members of the Local Community
to assist us in our role of representing the parents and
supporting the school in the education and welfare of
the pupils.  If you think you could help us add value to
the school and would be prepared to give up some of
your precious time to assist us in our work please tel-
ephone our Chairperson, Julie Fiddes on 01877 383399.

Aberfoyle Primary & Nursery Parent Council

The Great Hall
of Inversnaid

A transformation has taken place at Inversnaid Primary
School. The classroom walls have been rebuilt in stone,
the windows have become narrow slits and our Interac-
tive Whiteboard is now a roaring log fire with a magnifi-
cent fire-surround built by our incredibly ingenious Jonny.
The Jacobites and Hanoverians of Inversnaid have recre-
ated the Great Hall of Inversnaid Castle with clan shields,
weaving, broadswords, chandeliers and candles, creative
writing and many more activities.
One focus of our learning has been exploring the question
“Was Bonnie Prince Charlie a hero?”
We have an ongoing opinion poll on the wall of the Great
Hall and are inviting anyone and everyone to give their
opinion along with their reason. Currently there are more
votes for ‘Yes’ than ‘No’.
Please send your opinions by post or call in to see our
Great Hall. All visitors welcome.

By Jonny P7

 Satellite
Aberfoyle

Company
Aerial & Satellite Installation & Repair Service

Multi-point Home Solutions
Sky installations

Digital upgrade surveys
FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

Tel. 0787 590 6767
Joe Kennedy  A.M.F.A.   Keep it local!
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St Mary’s Episcopal Church
Another Monday morning?
Can’t be bothered to get out
of bed, and do what you are
supposed to be doing? Per-
haps this is because you
suppose what you are doing
today will be unappreciated.
Indeed maybe you feel what-

ever you have done so far in your life is
unremarkable. But you will never know…
J.S Bach worked at the church of St Tho-
mas Leipzig for the greater part of his life.
Apart from being organist, he was required
to train the boys’ choir, and to write a new
musical composition for every Sunday of
the year. This he dutifully did, and after the
morning service the manuscripts were
stacked away in a vestry cupboard. There
they were left to grow old and dusty. Cer-
tainly none of the pieces were performed
again in Bach’s lifetime. But the composi-
tions in the vestry were not entirely use-
less. Successive generations of choirboys
at St Thomas’s would raid the cupboard
and help themselves to the manuscripts.
For some reason they were given sand-
wiches after morning service, and the boys
wrapped them in the paper rather as fish
and chips are wrapped today.
Thus in time the boys may have unwittingly
emptied the cupboard of a lifetime’s work,
but fate intervened. One of the scraps of
waste paper caught the eye of a young
musician named Felix Mendelssohn. Im-
mediately he knew the scrap of manuscript
to be the work of a genius. Without delay
he had the cupboard at St Thomas’s first
locked to stop further pilfering, and then
thoroughly searched.
A vast amount of the music that Bach is
today best known for, his organ pieces, his
cantatas and his concertos was rediscov-
ered. They were published, and Bach’s
name became famous. One cannot help
thinking however of the priceless jewels that
unwittingly might have been screwed up
and tossed in the gutter.
Bach of course composed without thought
of fame. He regarded himself as merely
someone with a job to do and got on with it
to the best of his ability. In time he was to
achieve immortality as a musician, but of
course he was not to know that.
O Lord our God in whose hands is the is-
sue of all things, who asks of us not suc-
cess but faithfulness, give us such faith that
measures life by not what we have done or
failed to do, but by obedience to your will.

Summer 2007
The Church renovation team are working
hard with Architect, John Sanders to raise
funds to help the Church repair project. The
original church architect was James Miller
1860-1947 who was one of Scotland’s most
famous architects of the late 19th & early
20th Century. He was born in Perthshire
and went to Perth Academy. He was in-
volved with the Caledonian Railway Com-
pany until he set up his own practice in
1893. One of his clients was Mr Kennedy,
a speculative developer who worked with
the railway companies to establish new
communities as the railway network ex-
panded.
When the railway came to Aberfoyle he
created Craiguchty Terrace and James
Miller was his architect. The railway came
to import materials and to take the
Aberfoyle Slates away by rail instead of
via the River Forth and by horse and carts.
There must have been much cooperation
and it must have been a blow to the Slate
Quarry Owners when James Miller speci-
fied Staffordshire red clay plain tiles and
Ayrshire Stone for the construction of the
terrace of houses.
Aberfoyle was flourishing in the busy trad-
ing that was taking place with the Aberfoyle
Slates and became the main social centre
for the slate quarrymen who were mostly
Episcopalians from Argyllshire. Much to the
annoyance of the members of St Andrew’s
Callander, the main Scottish Episcopalian
Church for South Perthshire, they per-
suaded Mr Kennedy and his wife to let them
build their own Scottish Episcopal Church
in Aberfoyle and as Mrs Kennedy had been
given some land by the Duke of Montrose
as a wedding present she gifted it to the
Quarrymen. James Miller was chosen to

St Mary’s Church Historical Team
Church Architect James Miller

be the Architect as he had just done
Belmont Church in Hillhead, Glasgow. He
designed it with Ayrshire quarried stone with
roughcast finish and of course used under-
sized Aberfoyle Slates which the
quarrymen fixed to the roof with such care
that there have been practically no repairs
needed in over 100 years of weathering.
The only problem has been the leaking lead
valleys to the Fanshaw Lady Chapel.
During his long career James Miller de-
signed 8 churches of which 6 still exist and
68 Railway Stations, including Stirling and
Wemyss Bay Railway Stations. He de-
signed Turnberry Hotel and Peebles Hydro
using Staffordshire Plain Clay tiles bought
up by the Caledonian Railway and the Lon-
don and North Western Railway and
Gleneagles Hotel and Railway Station.  He
designed office blocks, country houses,
schools and colleges and Glasgow Royal
Infirmary.
His last contract was the building of the
Killearn Hospital in 1939 using an Ameri-
can System built structure with Asbestos
roofs and maple floors and he converted
Killearn House to become a storage home
for the Burrell Collection and other Glas-
gow valuables in preparation for World War
II.
In 1936 he was invited to re-unite the parts
of the Kirk of the Holy Rude in Stirling, be-
gun in 1456. After the reformation it had
been divided into three parts for three new
parishes in Stirling and his brief was to re-
move the later partitions and re-unify the
Kirk which he did without charge and re-
stored the Kirk to its rightful place as one
of the finest medieval parish churches in
Scotland.

Bill Richardson
Thanks to the RIAS and the authors of James
Miller 1860-1947.
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Contributions welcome. Contact David Wilkie on 01877 382258 or email david.wilkie@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

A View from the Lodge!
(photo courtesy of John McKinley)
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On Sunday, May 6, The Lodge paid homage to our most favoured pet, with an
array of canine capers on show. There were e few anxious moments prior to the
start of the event as the heavens opened, producing heavy showers, and hail-
stones. Thankfully, this did not seem to deter the large number of dog-lovers who
turned up to support the occasion, albeit decked to the nines in waterproofs. As
the hours passed, it occurred to me that the dogs were enjoying the show just
as much as the owners - almost as if they were aware that this was THEIR day!
The underlying message was to make owners aware of their responsibilities
when taking their pet into the countryside and, for the second year running, there
were no incidents to report. A huge debt of gratitude is owed to all the partici-
pants who appeared in their own spare time on a bank holiday weekend. Thanks
to Margaret and Harry and the flyball club, to Cameron, Ronnie and Trevor who
delivered their own special brand of entertainment with the Central Scotland Po-
lice and Fire dog teams, to Mione and Helen from Glendrick Animal Welfare
Centre, to Val from Diva Dog Grooming and to Don and John from the S.S.P.C.A.

The Day Of The Dog

The May concert given by the
band was, in my opinion, one
of the best in their three
years at The Lodge. The boys
were on top form, the atmos-
phere was perfect, the audi-
ence was responsive, and the
feedback was highly favour-
able. Sadly, due to popular
demand and heavy commit-
ments, the group will not now
be appearing at The Lodge
during June and July. Their
absence from the events cal-
endar will be sorely felt.

Heelster Gowdie

Massage Therapy

eases muscular aches and pains
Sports Massage

Relaxation

Mobile service available
Call: 01877 382632

or 07765570503

Angela Mudge
Dip Sports M, MSMA, SMTO
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The Lodge added to its collection of car rally stop-overs, on
May 27, in the shape of The Marlin Owners Club. Although
their stay was brief, the highly impressive display of
roadsters clearly had an impact on the visitors, judging
by the number of comments made after their departure.
The club was formally established in 1981, with an initial
membership of 80, which, through the dedication of like-
minded enthusiasts, has grown to reach a current figure
of around 700.

Contact details for the Club;
Tim MacDonald 01389 849 105

e-mail Timmacx@aol.com

The Marlins ‘Mosey’ In

DML Notice Board

Monday 24 June / Tuesday 25 June
11.00 A.m. - 4.00 P.m.
Lomond Craft Association
Our ‘ crafty cousins line up for their first visit of
the season with a fantastic array of hand made
goodies and a sense of humour besides.

Navigation Weekend
Saturday 7 July  11.00 A.m. - 4.00 P.m.
Meet at The Lodge for a fun day of map reading
out in the forest. For all ages to enjoy

Sunday 8 July  11.00 A.m. - 4.00 P.m.
Trailquest: put your navigation skills to the test
with a day of cycling and orienteering in Loch
Ard Forest. There is an entry fee of £1.00 for
both these events.

Wild In The Woods
Saturday 21 July / Sunday 22 July  11.00
A.m. - 4.00 P.m.
Our ever popular wildlife weekend will include a
bat watch on Saturday night at 8.00 p.m. and
wildlife tracking on both days at 2.00 p.m. There
will also be children’s fun activities available all
weekend. Walks cost £ 5.00 per person, under
14’s go free, and booking is required. Contact
number for more details is 01877 382258.

Through over-exposure and hide-in-your cupboard warnings
There is a danger people will tire of the issue of Global Warming
The fact is, the problem is here to stay
And it, quite simply, will not go away
The trouble being, there are some countries doing their best
But there remain others who could not care less.
Step forward The United States
Who, scarily, hold the key to all of our fates
God bless their double standards and dubious political views
Carefully crafted for the nine ‘o’ clock news
Gas emissions appear to be way down the list
As they continue to ignore the problem exists
For America, it seems, considers itself above the laws
With no great urge to contribute to the cause
Considering that they already have everything they need
(Through a finely- tuned ‘ system ‘ of corruption and greed)
And for all their ‘ global policing ‘ in the name of democracy
There is an underlying feeling of base hypocrisy
From a nation seeking peace’ for all under the sun’
Who remain in total self-denial of their own ‘ laws of the gun’
Clearly, they themselves are not playing by the rules
As we watch in horror images on our screens of mass killings in schools
In this country, you can extend your shopping list way beyond a loaf of bread
If you’ve had a bad day at the office - you can simply purchase a gun instead
And gamely wander around shooting innocent people dead
Sadly, there is only one (hypothetical) question to ask
Who amongst us is willing to bring them to task?
 

Rangers Corner

FACTS:
1. America is responsible for a quarter of the world’s greenhouse emissions.
They continually refuse to ratify The Kyoto Agreement, despite this.
2. China, along with Brazil, and India are, incredulously, considered to be
developing countries, and are therefore exempt to the agreement,
and under NO obligation to curb emissions.
3. Taking this to heart, China will sail past The United States this year as the
world’s largest polluter.
4. In the case of Brazil, emissions are expected to double in the next 20 years
5. Indonesia, in their infinite ignorance, has managed to destroy over 70% of
its forest canopy, through deforestation, and is now the world’s third largest
polluter.
6 Canada’s emissions, despite signing up, have risen by 30%
7. Japan has also let it’s standards drop, and is now the worlds fifth largest
polluter.
8. The United Kingdom, France, Germany and Iceland are currently the only
nations adhering to the principles of The Kyoto Agreement, with regard to
gas emission targets.
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The Great And The Good Of Strathard
The Actress’ Tale by Dougie MacPherson
At the outskirts of Milton, just beyond
Aberfoyle and at the edge of the forest, lies
the house called Lala Manor.  A large solid
building of two storeys, it is built in the tra-
ditional Scottish sandstone. I went there
last month to interview the great actress of
screen and theatre, the indomitable Maisie
McFalls-Water.  Now well into her eighties
and originally from Scotland, she was a
noted figure in London theatreland in the
‘40s and ‘50s as well as appearing in many
films both here and in America.
I was met at the door by what I can only
describe as her intrepid housekeeper,
Madge Grimm and grim she certainly was,
intrepid even.  A large buxom woman, red
raw of face with muscular arms folded
across her chest, you got the immediate
impression that she could quite easily bite
a grizzly bear’s head off.  I wasn’t going to
risk it. ‘You’ll be from the News.  She’s
expecting ye!’ and with a jerk of her head,
I was invited in.  Slamming the big door
behind me she grunted, ‘Miss Maisie may
be getting on but she’s as sharp as a
cookie.  She does get tired easy, so keep
it short!’  With that she marched down the
corridor with me scuttling behind.
Walking into a large airy conservatory, I
found Miss McFalls-Water (‘call me Maisie,
do,’ she implored me later) already en-
sconced in a large settee with a blanket
across her legs.  Undoubtedly old and a

tad wispy and slender, her strong person-
ality still shone through.  As I entered she
called out, patting the seat beside her, ‘Do
sit on my right hand’, then giggled, adding,
’Oh, I am naughty!’  I did sit beside her but
soon realized that she was perhaps some-
what over-refreshed.  ‘Madge will get us
coffee’ she cried and as if on cue, the re-
doubtable Madge came into the room, tray
in hand.  More unsettlingly, she sat down
on a seat facing us.  She was definitely
here to watch over her charge.
Nevertheless, the interview went quiet well,
albeit somewhat short, partly due to
Maisie’s age and also to the presence of
the dark cloud that was Madge.  Miss
Maisie reminisced on her long career and
the personalities she had worked along-
side.  ‘They were stars, my dear, some-
times badly behaved, a few of them, but oh
so talented.  Unlike today,’ she sighed,
‘when any empty headed fool can be fa-
mous and for what?  No talent whatsoever,
nothing to offer the arts, just notorious for
being photographed often.  It really is quite
sad, the lack of ambition.’
Miss Maisie talked briefly of those stars
she had worked with:  Richard Burton, ‘A
lovely, lovely man with a beautiful voice.
That film, what’s its name’ and she frowned
in irritation, ‘the war thingummy film where
he was on the radio, calling out in his rich
baritone, “Broadsword to Danny Boy”.  Oh,

I cannot remember it but I had a bit part
and we all hung on every word dear Rich-
ard uttered.  Beautiful!’
‘And  Marilyn Munro.  I was also in one of
her films on one of my trips to the States.
Such a beautiful woman, but such sad-
ness!’
At that point, there was outside the win-
dow, the incongruous sight of twenty-odd
mountain bikers going past the house, call-
ing out to Miss Maisie and waving.  She
returned their greetings.  ‘They pass by fre-
quently.  Sometimes they stop for a cup of
tea or to dry out their clothes if it has been
wet.  Such lovely people!’   Just then some
more bikers passed by, waving.  I asked
‘Does this happen constantly?’
Madge interrupted just then, ‘No, they only
comes in cycles’ she growled.  I looked at
her but the face still had same rock-sol-
emn look and I figured I must have been
mistaken.  Definitely no pun was intended.
Sadly, Miss Maisie was tiring and so I fin-
ished the interview quickly although she did
intimate that I might call back at some later
date to continue our chat.  She was a de-
lightful lady, spry and sharp beyond her
years and I left her sitting looking out of
the conservatory window, watching out for
the passing walkers and cyclists, no doubt.
As I stepped outside, I turned back to the
formidable Madge who was standing inside
the front door and voiced a question that

had been troubling me.  ‘Why is Lala
Manor so called?’ I asked.
‘Because we leave all the windaes open,’
she replied, looking at me for a second,
then stepping back and slamming shut
the storm doors.
‘Right’, I thought, as I drove off, but I had
just an inkling that Madge might just
have given a surreptitious wink as she
shut the door.  Then again, I could be
mistaken.

IMPORTANT
Information for

Advertisers
When you place an advert with the
Strathard News we will continue to run it
unless you tell us to stop or replace it.

To place/cancel an advert contact
Ian Marshall on 01877 382211

advertising@strathardnews.com
To alter an advert contact

Marion Back on 01877 386222
newsdesk@strathardnews.com
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At long last after  a busy winter all the ani-
mals are once again outside. The grass is
slow at growing but they are all enjoying
the freedom.
The wee furries are all well though a tiny
baby chinchilla has had to come home to
hopefully be hand reared due to over en-
thusiastic grooming by the parents. This
has left her with tiny nibble marks that were
getting bigger as they groomed. Pingu is
now putting on weight but until grown is
not out of the woods. She is very sweet
sucking her milk substitute from a syringe
standing on her back legs.
One year to the day after having my right
hip replaced I once again went into hospi-
tal this time to get my LEFT one done. This
has meant I was out of action for the requi-
site two months. The centre was ably run
in my absence by a wonderful team of vol-
unteers.  Thank you Helen, Jane, Emma,
Bronwen, Peter,  Alastair, Fiona, Catherine
and Ronnie. Our junior volunteers have also
been wonderful coming most weekends and
sometimes over the week and /or holidays
as well. Thank you Francesca, Eleonora,
Henrietta  Sarah, Jane, Elise and George.
Not only have animals had to be looked
after at the Roost in Gartmore but also
Tammy and Justin [our 37 year old pony
and companion donkey ] in Fintry, the dogs,
my mum and ME !
Thank you also to Catherine and Ronnie
for once more taking me into their home
and looking after me so well.
Due to my being out of action several things
needed to go on hold at the centre as all
the time was spent caring for the many

Welcome to the news from Glendrick Roost
animals. One of the activities we intended
doing - the ‘ Sponsored Dog walk ‘ has been
postponed till later on in the year. Posters
will be displayed nearer the time advertis-
ing when and where it will take place .   Our
first Silent Auction was held in Fintry in
March when we raised £350: a tombola stall
was set up at Balgair Castle Caravan Park
over the Easter weekend [thank you Chris
and May] when a further £365 was real-
ised. Our thanks go to all who helped make
these events so successful.
We have had several animals over the past
few months that have either come to the
centre and stayed; been rehomed almost
without coming or in the case of wildlife
going to Hessilhead  Wildlife Hospital.   Two
baby rabbits came and very quickly were
rehomed along with a male guinea pig and
another HUGE castrated male rabbit ar-
rived who has moved into the ‘’ Ladies Draw-
ing Room ‘’ - our large female enclosure .
Willow has taken to the bachelor life very
well and is often found cuddled up to one
or other of the ladies. Another large male
rabbit has arrived we have called Hogweed.
Two separate baby tawny owls have been
rescued and taken down to Hessilhead.
Both birds are doing well though one of
them took a while to realise ‘’one can feed
oneself  with a bit of effort‘’
A family of hedgehogs was found in Kippen
when gardening these were also taken to
Hessilhead. What lovely babies they are.
Tiny scrunched up bald faces and tummies
and soft spines  - I thought they looked as
I imagine Norwegian Trolls to look!!!
Now I am back at the centre [though re-

stricted for some
time yet as to what
I can and cannot
do!] we will hope-
fully be  able to sort
out the ‘’ builders
yard ‘’ and make
the place look considerably tidier now the
animals are outside. The fields need to be
cleared of dung on a daily basis not only to
‘’look nice‘’ but to keep the worm count
down AND allow the grass to grow back.
Eleven equines and three coos make for a
LOT of poo picking! ! !
We desperately need more volunteers
BUILDERS; PLUMBERS; PAINTERS;
JOINERS.  Please if you could offer us even
a small amount of your valuable time in an
advisory capacity to point us in the right
direction we would be very grateful. Obvi-
ously if you would like to help ‘hands on‘
that would be wonderful. As always volun-
teers to work with the animals are also
needed.
Please contact: Mione Morrison,Tel  07748
351 287 if you can help.
Thank you

Homes wanted
Although most animals remain at the sanc-
tuary for the rest of their lives we allow
some of the wee furries to be rehomed in
local, vetted homes.
We have several young male chinchillas
that are looking for new homes. Please
contact me Mione Morrison on 07748
351287 if you can offer one or two of these
boys a new home.

Luxury 7 Seater People Carrier
Airport Transfers

Local and Long Distance Hire Available
Prompt & Reliable Service

Competitive Rates

Trossachs Cab Company
Your Local Private Cab Company

Tel 01877 382108 or 07791 598925
Main Street Aberfoyle FK83UX
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The weekend this goes into press, the
Gardening Scotland event at Ingliston is
taking place - an example of people having
“more spare time and disposable income”
than ever before. I haven’t been in previous
years so I can’t criticise but parking in a
huge car park, paying £12 to spend hours
jostling among noisy crowds to get
a glimpse of newly bred but (as yet) una-
vailable plants then coming home with a
gadget you don’t need doesn’t conjure up
the essence of gardening for me!
 My idea of a gardening day out
is much more relaxing. What I
like to do is visit gardens
through Scotland’s Garden
Scheme. The small £2 or £3
entrance fee into local gardens
goes to charity. The dates and
places are advertised on yellow
posters and The Yellow Book
printed each year (not The Yellow Pages!).
For example on Sunday 17th of June Plaka
and some Bridge of Allan gardens are on
display and the Sunday after (the 24th)
Cambusmore and other Callander gardens
open their gates. Also regularly open are
Culbuie, Buchlyvie - every Tuesday after-
noon between May and October - and quite
a few others by appointment. This to me is
a wonderful way to spend a quiet but so-
ciable afternoon. Some have streams or riv-
ers running through, old walled gardens
and mature trees to delight us. Some are
quite small but can give us plenty of ideas

to adopt for our own patch. We can also
see plants that thrive in our area, that like
our weather and soil conditions. Quite of-
ten, extra funds are raised by having a plant
stall. Who can resist a cheap clump to add
to their collection? Just to make a perfect
afternoon out, some even have a tea tent!
For more info and dates see
www.gardensofscotland.org.
 What ‘work’ should you be doing in your
garden through the early summer months?

Well, the best time to cut back
shrubs is after flowering with a few
exceptions. Rhodies and Azaleas
should not be pruned
unless they’re getting in the way
of a gate or a path. Azaleas and
Pieris, for example, develop into
lovely shapes if left to grow
naturally. Some shrubs, such
as Forsythia and Hydran-

gea, flower on the previous year’s
growth so best to leave these and only
select a few branches to cut back
each year; this way they won’t get
out of hand and you’ll still have flow-
ers every year. Check with a book if
you’re in doubt whether to prune or
not. One plant that often gets forgotten
when it comes to cutting back is the
Heather. They often get untidy and woody
after only a few years. What is required,
once the colour is gone and the tiny flow-
ers look dry, is for you to cut them down to
where these flowers began on the stem. If

The Garden: The Garden: The Garden: The Garden: The Garden:  by by by by by FleurFleurFleurFleurFleur
you have a large area the shears will do
the job fine. This will encourage a bushier
plant with a lot more flowering sprigs next
year. Do not cut into the woody part or they
will not grow back. Another thing that comes
to mind with regards to pruning - Conifers,
e.g. Leylandii, should ONLY be
trimmed during the growing season.  If left
too late into autumn or during winter, the
trees will not recover and will probably die
back altogether. Better to give a light trim
once or twice in the middle of summer.
Last, but certainly not least, one of the most
important things one can do during the sum-
mer is DEAD HEADING. This is not just to
keep things tidy. Almost all annuals need
to be ‘deflowered’ frequently. Pulling away
the untidy petals won’t do - you must make
sure you snap off the whole flower. If seeds

are allowed to form, the plant
will think it has done its job
for the year (i.e. reproduce)
and so will no longer produce
new flowers. If you repeatedly
take away the forming seeds
the plant will just keep pro-
ducing new buds, often until
the frost stops the cycle! So,

with hanging baskets, window boxes and
tubs, take a leisurely wander about (if pos-
sible when there are no midges about!) a
couple of times a week and snip before they
seed. What better way to relax and enjoy
your summer garden!

Braeval Antiques
Aberfoyle

Tel. 01877 382400
Mobile 0781 4405975

Ask for Andrew

Braeval Old Mill, Braeval,
Nr Aberfoyle, Stirling. FK8 3UY

I have been involved in the antiques business on a part-time
basis for the past forty years and am passionate about my work.
Since retiring from the hospitality business I am now involved
on a full-time basis and would, therefore, be delighted to help,
to the best of my ability and knowledge, in the following areas:

1. Free valuations for insurance (without prejudice)
2. Valuations for probate (without prejudice) cost 2.5 %

of valuation
3. To help and advise on a) antiques repairs b) antiques

restoration c) antiques maintenance
4. Help and advice on selling your antiques by auction
5. The location and purchase of that rare item you have

always promised yourself
6. I purchase individual items
7. I purchase complete estate or house contents

Every contact is made with total discretion, confidentiality and
courtesy, at a time to suit the client.  Properties cleared will be
left secure, swept and tidy.
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Around three hundred boys and
girls took to the stage on Satur-
day 2 June. Over nine hundred
people went to The Dance Con-
nections Show called Making
Shapes at McRoberts Arts Cen-
tre at Stirling University. The pu-
pils danced to a range of music
from the musicals including The
Wizard of Oz, The Little Mermaid
and Fame.
One of the pupils, Barry
Drummond, was awarded the
overall winner of the Royal Acad-
emy of Dance Senior Awards Day
2006 and will now continue his
dance studies at The Royal Bal-
let School, London.
The Dance Connection holds
classes in ballet, tap and mod-
ern at the Memorial Hall in
Aberfoyle for age three and over.
For information about classes tel-
ephone Carla Duggan on 07815
146462.
Lochard Smithy

Making Shapes

Feathers have been flying in the osprey nest
at David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle, after two
males came to blows over the female - and it
now looks like the wrong father is incubating
the eggs!
The female osprey who has successfully bred
chicks in Aberfoyle since 2005, returned to
the nest on 12 April and soon began to mate
with the male osprey who had arrived days
before her.  Nine days later, a male osprey
appeared bearing resemblance to the male
that bred with the female in 2005 and 2006,
appeared and eventually ousted the other
male.
Some three days later, the female laid her
first egg - and it would appear from research
that the male who is helping to incubate them,
isn’t the father of at least two of the eggs.
Andy Simkins, Education Officer for Forestry
Commission Scotland and RSPB Scotland
said:  “This is an incredibly exciting time for
us. We’ve been following the movements of
the ospreys closely and at one point there
were four ospreys fighting over the one nest!
“Research has shown that the male that
mates with the female three to seven days
prior to her laying an egg is likely to be the
male that fertilises the eggs. This suggests
that the male osprey is now helping the fe-
male to incubate eggs that are unlikely to be
his!   “We are delighted that the female has
laid at least two eggs and we hope that the
first of these will hatch on or around June 1.”
Opening hours are 10am to 5pm. Admission
to David Marshall Lodge is free and refresh-
ments and family walks are also on site. For
more information, log onto
www.forestry.gov.uk/aberfoyleospreys

It’s Egg-actly What We
Hoped For  (8th May)

Three Osprey Chicks
Hatch In Aberfoyle
Update: 7th June 2007 

The excitable and erratic behaviour of two
ospreys in David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle,
has signalled the arrival of chicks in the nest.
Staff at the osprey viewing centres knew
something was about to change as the
adults were becoming very restless and were
showing the first signs of being anxious par-
ents.  The first chick hatched on Saturday 2
and the next one the day after. A third chick
hatched on Tuesday 5.
The new arrival and proud parents can be
seen live on CCTV at the osprey centres at
David Marshall Lodge which is run by For-
estry Commission Scotland and RSPB Scot-
land.
Andy Simkins, Education Officer for Forestry
Commission Scotland and RSPB Scotland
said:  “This is the first year we have had three
chicks hatch and we are all very thrilled to
see the new chicks in the nest.  The male
osprey has been busy bringing in fish to the
nest.  We’ve got our fingers crossed that the
male can catch enough fish to feed the fam-
ily, and are hoping for some dry, sunny
weather, which will make catching the fish
easier.
“The CCTV camera footage so far has been
really spectacular and the ‘in nest’ camera is
allowing us to get right into the thick of the
action on the nest.”
Opening hours are 10am to 5pm. Admission
to David Marshall Lodge is free and refresh-
ments and family walks are also on site.

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) has
launched a new initiative to ensure the coun-
try’s young people develop a responsible
attitude to enjoying Scotland’s outdoors.
SNH has produced two specially developed
Activity Guides based on the Scottish Out-
door Access Code which will be arriving
through letterboxes this week. SNH is
sending out the guides to support schools
and youth organisations and raise aware-
ness and understanding of access rights
and responsibilities with 8 - 14 year olds in
a fun and entertaining way.
The innovative resources include fun and
colourful teaching aids such as a ‘Crack
the Code’ dial, posters, photo cards and
interactive video to help youngsters under-
stand their rights and responsibilities. The
Activity Guides help teachers and leaders
to set scenarios that encourage young
people to think about the three key princi-
ples of the Code:  respect the interests of
other people; care for the environment and
take responsibility for your own actions.
Sharon Fraser of SNH hopes the new packs
will help prepare young people for a life-
time’s responsible enjoyment of Scotland’s
outdoors.  She says:  “A fun and flexible
approach is key to helping young people
engage with these important rights and re-
sponsibilities. These new resources will be
particularly useful in helping to prepare
young people for an outdoor activity.  For
schools, the activities add value to a number
of curricular areas and cross-curricular
themes of the Curriculum for Excellence,
including Citizenship and Learning Out-
doors.”
The resources were developed by the Edu-
cational Resource Partnership, Inverness,
and their launch follows eight months of
development and testing with young peo-
ple. The company’s Liz Balharry believes
the format of the teaching packs will chal-
lenge young people to think about access
issues.  “The activities have been designed
to be thought-provoking and encourage
debate. To achieve this we have included a
range of approaches from role-play and
debate to games and creative activities”
Rangers, access professionals and others
who expressed an interest in the resources
via www.outdooraccess-scotland.com
(such as teachers, Scout leaders and Duke
of Edinburgh Award leaders) will receive
their copy this week.  To request a copy,
email caroline.reid@snh.gov.uk or call
01738 458 557.

Scotland’s Young People Map
Out The Route To Responsi-
ble Outdoor Access
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A reunion of pupils from the years mentioned above took place on Friday 16th May 2008
and I would appreciate your help in contacting pupils who were at school at that time.
I have been able to contact a small number of former pupils and would appreciate if you
could print either or both of the enclosed photographs.
One photo was taken in November 1957 of the Primary 6/7 class of Callander Public
Primary School. The other was taken in 1962 of one of the 3rd Year classes at McLaren
High and is a mix of pupils from Callander and the surrounding area.
Any interested former pupils could contact me at the below address and phone number.

Nancy Crook (nee Moffat)
11 Barbour Grove Dunfermline KY129YB
Tel: 01383738219

McLaren High School Reunion 1959-1965
Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National
Park Authority is inviting local communities,
visitors, farmers and landowners to have their
say over proposed core paths across the Na-
tional Park. If you enjoy walking, cycling. jog-
ging, walking the dog, canoeing or horse-rid-
ing, it’s important that you get involved in talks
and displays the Park Authority is organising
from 11 June to 5 August.
Core paths are the essential paths that peo-
ple need to get about their area and make it
possible for them to enjoy the outdoors. These
paths will form a ‘network’ across the Na-
tional Park area and should provide for a va-
riety of recreational and everyday uses for all
ages and abilities. Core paths can be rights
of way, sign-posted paths, cycle-ways, foot-
ways or any other routes that provide access
to the places you want to go.

Over the last four years, the Park Authority has
gathered knowledge from local communities.
All the information collected from this consul-
tation was used to produce the core path pro-
posals. National Park staff will be at the pub-
lic events to answer any questions you have
about the core path proposals. There will also
be a number of viewing stations across the
Park along with copies of the proposed core
path map.
Feedback forms will be available at all the
public events and viewing stations and all the
proposed core paths are available to view
online at www.lochlomond-trossachs.org
The National Park Authority will consider all
opinions before finalising the draft core paths
plan to the Scottish Executive. A statutory pub-
lic consultation will follow in 2008.

Public Events  7 to 9pm
Luss National Park Centre 13 June
Crianlarich Village Hall 14 June
Callander Kirk Hall18 June
Killin McLaren Hall 19 June
Strathyre Hall 26 June
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall 28 June
Strachur Village Hall 3 July
Gartocharn Kilmaronock Millennium Hall 5
July

Viewing Stations - 11 June - 5 August
(check opening times).
Aberfoyle Forestry Commission Office
01877 382383
Glenbranter Forestry Commission Office
01877 382383
Tyndrum Village Hall 01838 400545
Balloch National Park Headquarters
01389 722600
Callander National Park Office 01389 722126
Lochearnhead National Park Office
01389 722555
Luss National Park Centre 01389 722120
Balmaha National Park Centre
01389 722100
Balloch National Park Gateway Centre
Loch Lomond Shores 0845 345 4978
Public Libraries Balloch, Dunoon, Callander
and Killin

Core Paths Network
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If you are a user of Stirling Council’s Mobile
Library Service you will soon have a treat in
store, while non-users could well be tempted
to join by the sparkling new vehicles that are
now on the road!
The new vehicles replaced the seven-year-
old ones that have given good service and
have won awards for their design quality. They
had suffered a variety of mechanical prob-
lems in the past eighteen months, which led
to more stops being missed than would nor-
mally be the case. The new arrivals are built
on a Mercedes
chassis and have
been built by
Paneltex, a com-
pany that have won
awards for their
mobile library de-
sign both north and
south of the border
as well as in Eu-
rope.
The new mobiles
have an eye-catch-
ing livery, with col-
ourful silhouettes of
people with books
on an otherwise white background. There are
two entrances, one of which has a lift for
wheelchair users. The vehicles have in-built
safety features, such as an audible reversing
warning, a proximeter (to warn of nearby ob-
stacles) and an external halogen light to wel-
come users on winter evenings. Once on the
vehicles, however, customers will be met by
a completely new look.
The vehicles both have a completely flat floor.
The library desk has also been turned around
and runs parallel to the near side of the vehi-
cle, leaving more space for users to move
around. The entire vehicle is open to users
from the back of the driver and passenger

New Mobile Libraries On The Road!
seats through to the rear. Initial comments
have suggested that it is “like the Tardis” -
less a comment on its on-board gadgetry than
on the fact that it appears far bigger inside
than its exterior might suggest!
The shelving, including spinners, is white
and extremely eye-catching. There is space
for around 2,500 items and there is a wide
range of stock to choose from.
Adults and children alike have a large range
of both fiction and non-fiction at their disposal,
while there will also be a selection of audio-

visual items to
choose from. If you
cannot find the item
you were looking for,
the extremely friendly
and helpful staff will
be happy to request
an item for you. Mo-
bile Librarian, Nelson
Busby, switches the
libraries between ur-
ban and rural routes
every six weeks to
ensure that users
have regular access
to different stock and

should hopefully never leave empty-handed!
The overall look of the vehicles is extremely
bright and clean, and it is hoped that many
members of the community will take the op-
portunity to use this excellent service in the
months ahead.
Details of the time of mobile library stops in
the local community are regularly featured in
the newspaper. Alternatively, you can get a
copy of the timetable from the website at
www.stirling.gov.uk/libraries
Follow the link “We come to you” on the left
hand side of the page.
For further information, please call (01786)
432383.

Kinlochard
Wednesdays, fortnightly
Shop 11.35-12.00
Forestry Houses 12.05-12.35
May 7, 21
June 4, 18
July 2, 16, 30
August 13, 27
September 10, 24
October 8, 22
November 5, 19
December 3, 17, 31

Port of Menteith
Fridays, fortnightly
Menteith Road 11.00-11.20
Village 11.25-11.45
School 11.50-12.15
Inchie Farm 1.20 – 1.35
Lochend House 1.40 – 2.00
May 7, 21
June 4, 18
July 2, 16, 30
August 13, 27
September 10, 24
October 8, 22
November 5, 19
December 3, 17, 31

Aberfoyle
Thursdays, fortnightly
Car Park     6pm – 7pm
May 14, 28
June 11, 25
July 9, 23
August 6, 20
September 3, 17
October 1, 15, 29
November 12, 26
December 10, 24

Aberfoyle
Fridays, fortnightly
School 10.45-11.30
Car Park 11.35-12.15
Old Kirk Loan 12.20-12.40
Limecraig 1.45-2.05
Queen’s Crescent 2.10-2.35
May 7, 21
June 4, 18
July 2, 16, 30
August 13, 27
September 10, 24
October 8, 22
November 5, 19
December 3, 17, 31

The award winning Go Ape High Wire For-
est Adventure opened its family activity in
Forestry Commission Scotland’s Queen
Elizabeth Forest Park on 26 May.
The Go Ape course, located at the David
Marshall Lodge Visitor Centre, is split into
six challenging zones. Both children and
adults will love the excitement of taking to
the trees and weaving their way through a
series of rope ladders, bridges, Tarzan
swings, trapezes, stirrup crossings and zip
wires. Aberfoyle will boast the LONGEST
zip wire in Great Britain, measuring 426
metres. Feel the adrenaline course through
the veins; challenge your wits as you soar
through the forest, way above the trees.
You will be crying out for more! Set against
this stunning backdrop, a Go Ape visit will
provide you with approximately three hours
of adrenalin-fuelled fun and adventure.
Tristram Mayhew, Owner and Chief Gorilla
says:
“Creating adventures and encouraging oth-
ers to live life more adventurously” is the
ethos behind Go Ape. It’s very much about
introducing people, young and old, to the
forest and being able to explore the forest
from a different perspective.”
Queen Elizabeth Forest Park is a major
draw for tourists with over one million visits
being made each year. The new Go Ape
course has a potential catchment of over
two and a half million visitors within one
hour’s drive.
Stuart Chalmers, for Forestry Commission
Scotland in Aberfoyle, added:
“It’s great news that Go Ape have chosen
Queen Elizabeth Forest Park for its first
Scottish course. Not only will thrill seek-
ers have a fantastic adventure but the ex-
tra visitors to the area will bring a welcome
boost to the local economy.
“Our forests are the perfect place for peo-
ple to get fit and to blow away the stresses
of everyday life. Set in stunning surround-
ings, the  course offers an alternative way
to enjoy the great outdoors.”

Restrictions
Minimum age 10 years, minimum height
1.4m (4ft 7in) and maximum weight of 20.5
stone.  Under 18 year olds must be ac-
companied by a participating adult.  One
adult can supervise EITHER up to two chil-
dren (where one or both is under 16) OR
up to five 16-17 year olds

2007 Opening Times
Opening date Saturday May 26th 2007.
Open through until November 2nd 2007,
plus November weekends. Closed during
December & January.
Prices: Gorillas £25.00/ Baboons £20.00

Swing Through The Trees And Go Ape!
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Local Names in the Parish of Aberfoyle
by Louis Stott

..to be continued in the next issue

Alphabetical Listing of Local Names
Place Name English Meaning

...continued from issue 37

Loch Ard is always translated as ‘the high loch’. In
fact, it is not a particularly ‘high’ loch, nor is it the
higher of the two chief lochs in its own basin. It is
only high in relation to the low-lying flood plain of
the upper Forth, the Laggan. However àird can
mean either height or promontory; and, of all Scot-
tish lochs, Loch Ard it is one of the most indented
- thus ‘the promontory loch’ may be the right mean-
ing of the name. Patrick Graham, describing the
district for Joseph Farington at the end of the eight-
eenth century noted the following:
“That part of Aberfoyle now under the eye, is de-
nominated, in the Gaelic language, the Laggan i.e.
the Vale; in contradistinction to the district which
lies above the Pass, which is termed Braighe, i.e.
the higher part.”
Thus it might well be that Loch Ard got the name
“high” from its situation ‘above the pass’.
Of the other lochs and lochans in the district Loch
Drunkie has a fairly well established history. It
appeared in 1567 as dronge suggesting ‘little ridge’.
Famously the name ‘Drunkie Lodge’ was altered to
‘Invertrossachs’ when Queen Victoria went to stay
there because the name appeared to be associated
with drunkenness, which, of course, it was not.
Watson suggests that Loch Arklet is ‘the loch of the
difficult slope’. In Gaelic it is ‘Loch Arcleid’; pre-
vious manifestations of the name may have included
Lorgieclat (c.1080), Loch Arklait (1761) and
Locharkil (1807). Johnston, way off the mark as
ever, suggests ‘the battlefield of the snow-flakes’,
referring to a contest between the Britons and the
Scots in 711, which did, indeed, take place in these
parts.  Loch Venachar (Ordnance Survey), prob-
ably ‘the horned loch’, is notoriously difficult to
spell. In Highways and Byways in the Central High-
lands two great experts, Seton Gordon and
W.J.Watson, spell it as ‘Loch Vennachar’, but the
Ordnance Survey currently differs from this. The
Lake of Menteith was for long known as the Loch
of Inchmahome, i.e. the loch of Innis mo Cholmaig,
of St Colmoc’s Island. This interesting Saint, ‘my
dear little Colman’, is probably found at Port Moak
in Kinross-shire and almost certainly in Easter Ross
at Portmahomack, by which name Port of Menteith
might otherwise have been known. Loch Achray
was for long Ardkeanknoken Loch, Ard
Cheannchnocain, ‘height of the head hillock’, named
from the place where the Trossachs Hotel was even-
tually built. However, Achray is Ath-chrathaidh,
which, according to Watson, seems to mean ‘the
ford of the shaking’, probably referring to a ford
near the present-day hotel. The Mill of Achray
was, long ago, an important site of a local iron in-
dustry.
Ben Lomond, Beinn-laomainn, is widely held to
mean ‘beacon hill’ from the Gaelic word, ‘lumen’,
and it is said that it is the mountain from which
Loch Lomond got its name. This is unusual; for the
names of rivers and lochs generally precede those
of hills. One can note that both Leven, the name of
the river which drains Loch Lomond, and Lennox
are said to be derived from leamhain, ‘the elm’, and
this word may have given the loch its original name.
Curiously, this juxtaposition of Leven and Lomond
occurs also in Fife and Kinross where Loch Leven
is overshadowed by the Lomond Hills. This might
well suggest that the same tribe occupied each of
the two districts.

Hazel Bank
Helen’s Rock
    From Scott’s “Rob Roy”
Heron Island
Hill Cottage
Inchrie
Innis Ard
Inverard Lodge
Kinlochard
Kirkton
Once Gartinhagel, gart an eaglais.[church field]
Kirkton Cottage
Kirkton Hill
    Tom nan Glùn, the hillock of the knees
Lag na Mairbh °
Laraich
Leac a’ Ghoill
Leamahamish
Leanach
Ledard
Ledard Burn
Ledard Glen
Lime Craig
Linne Dubh
Loch Achray
Loch Ard
Loch Chon
Loch Dhu
Loch Drunkie
Loch Katrine
Loch Tinker
Lochan a’ Glennainn
Lochan Eabarach
Lochan Mhàim nam Carn

  Pont states that this loch is where the Forth rises
Lochan Reoidhte
Lochan Spling
Lòn Mòr
Meal an Lèim
Meal Meadhonach
Meall an Fhithich
Meall Carraidh
Meall Chapuill
Meall Dubh
Meall Ear
Meall Mor
Meall nan Guilbneach
Meall Odhar
Memorial Seat
    To Wm. Smith, Glasgow Orpheus Choir, 1930
Mill of Chon
Milton
Morven
Mount Pleasant
   Connected with illicit whisky distilling
Mulan an-t Sagairt
Oak Royal
    Might relate to an early King of Scots,
      or to a later Stuart king.
Otter Island
Park Burn
Pass of Aberfoyle
    Site of a skirmish with Cromwell’s troops in 1653
Pass of Achray
Rathad Mor °
Renagour
River Forth
Roananeaorna
Rob Roy Motel
Rob Roy’s Cave
Rob Roy’s Well
Rose or Ross Cottage
Royal Cottage
Rubha Ban
Rubha Dubh
Rubha Letrunchen
Rubha nam Muc
Rubha Ruide
Rubha Saonach

self evident
self-evident

self-evident
self-evident

the king’s meadow
[?] high meadow
foot of loch ard

head of Loch Ard
self evident

self evident
self evident

hollow of the dead
the ruins or the pass

nforked slab
Hamish’s leap

flat place
high slope

high slope burn
see Ledard

self-evident
black linn

loch of the shaking
promontory loch or high loch

n loch of the dogs
black loch

[?] ridge loch
*loch of the fiends

tinker’s lochan
lochan of the little glen

miry lochan
lochan of the rounded

   hill of the cairns

the frozen lochan
the sparkling lochan

big marsh
n hill of the leap

middle hill
raven fell

[?] pillar hill
mare’s hill

black hill
east lump

big hill
curlew hill

dun-coloured hill
self-evident

mill on the dogs’ burn
mill township

big hill
self-evident

the priest’s little hill
self evident

self evident
self evident
self-evident

see Loch Achray
the great way

shieling of the goat
*slow-winding stream

the barley field
self-evident
self-evident
self-evident
ness cottage
self-evident

white headland
black point

the sloping point
pigs’ ness

red headland
[?] fox point

Of smaller lochs Loch Linan which appears in
Thomson’s 1817 Atlas is Loch a’ Ghleannain, the
glen loch, and Loch na Reat from 1807 is Loch
Reoidhte, the frozen loch. Loch Eabarach is the
well-named miry loch. Loch Dhu between Loch
Chon and Loch Ard is ‘the black loch’, as is Loch
Dubh in Gleann Dubh. This loch has an old name
Loch Laoud, ‘the puddle loch’. Another loch with a
kind of second name is Loch Tinker, situated above
Glasahoile, for long known by its Gaelic name Loch
Cheaird, the tinker’s loch, a further reminder of the
local iron industry. Cunninghame Graham has it
that a ‘mysterious water-bull’ of Highland legend
lived there. Minor hill lochs include Lochan Mhàim
nam Carn, the lochan of the rounded hill of the
cairns, Lochan Cruachan, on the prominent hill of
the same name, and Lochan Beinn Dubh, black ben
loch.
Finally, with regard to lochs, it is frequently stated
that the derivation of Lochan Spling is unknown.
However, on old maps it appears, in 1817, as ‘Loch
an Spank’ and, in 1828, as ‘Lochan Splank’. Spank
or spang means a thin piece of metal, a buckle or
anything that sparkles; splang is a sparkle. It is
clear to me that Lochan Spling is ‘the sparkling
loch’. Cunninghame Graham also draws attention
to the legendary connections of another small loch,
Loch Macanrie, between Aberfoyle and the Lake of
Menteith. It is ‘loch mac an righ’, the loch of the
king’s son, and Graham tells of a prince who once
became bogged down there, but was rescued by a
local maiden. Unfortunately this loch has almost
disappeared.
In comparison with these difficulties the names of
other watercourses are less complicated. The term
’water’, abhainn, is reserved for larger streams.
Sometimes, in English, it takes a more elegant form
as in ‘The Water of Chon’. Of all water features of
the district perhaps the most mellifluous is ‘The
Black Linn of Blairvaich’, the black waterfall of
Blairvaich, the scene on the Duchray of an episode
in the 1953 film Rob Roy. At the Milton the evolu-
tion of an abhainn dubh into ‘avondhu’ illustrates a
significant process, often frowned on, where the
transcription shows an approximation of the way
in which the Gaelic is pronounced. In Graham of
Duchray’s 1724 account of the parish it is called
the ‘Burndow or Blackwater’. At the foot of Loch
Achray the river there is also called ‘the black wa-
ter’. This might suggest a lack of imagination on the
part of the first inhabitants, but, in fact, it suggests
how early these names are. The first inhabitants
did not travel very far and were not to know that
there was another ‘black water’ not very far away.
The Ordnance Survey has done its best to ensure
that its Gaelic is beyond reproach. Their efforts are
superior to those of earlier mapmakers whose ver-
sions of names were often poor, although the early
cartographers sometimes provide guidance to the
origin of a name, subsequently distorted. Clearly
vernacular place names, particularly when natives
speak them, add both interest and charm to par-
ticular localities. However, certain names may ben-
efit from translation, for example, it may be signifi-
cant to know that allt crìoch is the ‘boundary burn’,
while the ‘burn of the little antlers’ might be pre-
ferred to the somewhat impenetrable allt croiceagan.
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NOT HERE…. BUT NEAR!
Swimming Coach Would Be A Stroke Of Luck
The Balfron Swimming Initiative is currently seeking a swimming
coach to become part of a vibrant new community project based at
Balfron H.S.  Active Stirling currently organise an extensive Learn to
Swim programme in Balfron, however, it was identified that there
currently exists no formal follow-on activities once a child had reached
the top stage of the Learn to Swim programme.  To take the next
step, they had to travel to Stirling and join Stirling Swimming Club.
Consequently, a group of committed parent volunteers from the
Balfron cluster have come together, to try and create a local opportu-
nity for swimming coaching based at Balfron H.S.
They are working in partnership with Active Stirling and Stirling Swim-
ming Club to provide local children with this opportunity. Key to the
success of this programme, is the recruiting of a qualified coach.
Are you a qualified swimming coach or do you have the desire to
become one?  What is on offer?
- Opportunities to coach junior swimmers
- Competitive rates of pay
- Learn to Swim teaching opportunities
- Mentoring support from highly qualified coaches
- Access to Education & Development courses
If you would like more information please do not hesitate to contact
Ben O’Connell or Brad Hay at Active Stirling on 01786432323 or
email oconnellb@activestirling.org.uk or haybr@activestirling.org.uk

Callander Gardens Open For Charity!
Ten of Callander’s best gardens will open to the public on
Sunday 24th June 2007, from 1pm to 5pm, under Scotland’s
Gardens Scheme.
The two largest gardens opening are Cambusmore on the east
side of Callander, and Callander Lodge on Leny
Feus. Cambusmore extends to around three acres and boasts
a formal walled garden, shrub border and woodland walk.
Callander Lodge’s four acres are truly enchanting and include
herbaceous borders, a waterfall pool and a fern grotto! 
Smaller gardens are well represented too with some beautiful
cottage gardens opening.
Tickets/ maps costing £3.50 (OAP’s £3 children free) and al-
lowing entry to all ten gardens will be available at any open
garden. Proceeds are being divided among the Callander Youth
Project and the Gardens Scheme’s regular caring, nursing
and gardening charities. For further details please see the
website: www.gardensofscotland.org
Teas/home baking will be on sale at St Andrew’s Church hall
on Leny Road. All openings will be well sign posted. Shuttle
bus also available collecting from opposite Dreadnought Ho-
tel.  Please come along and enjoy a great day out!  

Third Age Group Strathendrick
The Group had a wonderful trip on the West Highland Line to Mallaig.
The weather was wonderful, bright sunshine most of the day with
clear skies, for some it was the first time they had seen the Cullins
without clouds hiding the peaks. Most of the group took the ferry to
Skye and used their bus pass to travel to Portree for an hour or so
then to Broadford for a while before returning to Armadale for the
ferry back to Mallaig. The bus driver said he had never had the bus
so full and took a photograph to show to his co-workers, he was
quite a character, and just like a tour guide, gave a running com-
mentary along the way. Some members spent Saturday afternoon
at Armadale gardens and at the clan MacDonald centre. Those
who stayed in Mallaig enjoyed an energetic circular walk and the
local seafood restaurants at lunch time.   Ewan, the captain of a
small fishing boat took some members out to see seals and enter-
tained them with his chirpy conversation and got to meet his ‘pet’
seagull that sat on the boat for most of the trip. The staff at the
West Highland hotel were very helpful and the food was good.
The details of the Twixmas trip have just been given out. This year
it is based in Blackpool on the promenade at the Grand Metropole
Hotel, from 27th-30th December 2007. Cost is £139 per person 4
days 3 nights. Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and Ice show. There is no
single supplement and free insurance is included.  It offers day
time activities. The evening cabaret is of a high quality and of a
different style every night. The Metropole is a majestic old building
which is undergoing an extensive refurbishment programme which
should be finished by the time the group gets there.

BLACK BULL HOTEL
GARTMORE

BAR LUNCHES AND AN EXTENSIVE
EVENING MENU AVAILABLE EVERY DAY
FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

(100 MAXIMUM)
*CARRY OUT MENU NOW AVAILABLE*

OPEN ALL DAY
01877 382225

www.blackbullgartmore.co.uk
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for sale

Deadline Dates 2007
22nd July

2nd September
21 October

18th November

12ft fishing boat bow-decked with fit-
ment for cuddy. Sturdy boat with
launching/towing trailer. £400 ono. To
view phone 01877 387219  

Update On Callander Fèis
Unfortunately the fèis which was to
be held in McLaren High School at
the end of June has had to be post-
poned until the autumn. The school
is undergoing major refurbishment at
the moment and the main hall and
gym hall will not be available in June.

Milton
Hello Children,
With the bluebells, may blossom and rhododendrons all
in full bloom, Grandpa Otter thought it would be a good
idea to take a trip on the Inversnaid post bus. Not many
people seem to know about this service, running the
full length of Strathard six days a week. Mum made
lots and lots of fish paste sandwiches for the journey
and we all set off to catch the shiny red bus, at the post
office in Aberfoyle. There were seven of us from the
holt, and with George getting on at the Milton, we won-
dered if the bus was going to be rather crowded. There
was no need to worry, the only other person aboard was
Gary the postman who was going to drive us all the way
to Stronachlachar and Inversnaid. It really looks as
though the post office want to keep the whole thing top
secret!
The bus leaves the village at about nine o’clock, de-
pending on just how much post Ros and her team have to
sort out first. Even though we were passing the pri-
mary school after nine o’clock, there were two chil-
dren going in late. I won’t mention your names, but you
know who you are! George was waiting to get on the bus
at the Milton. It is amazing what a great view you can
get out of the window of a post bus, you can see right
into other people’s gardens. At Drumlean there was a
roebuck nibbling away under the oak trees on our left,
and a whole herd of red deer hinds grazing in the field,
further back. At Echo Rock we saw mallard and a cou-
ple of goosander ducks swimming on the loch, but our
biggest surprise was to come.
As the bus swung around the sharp corner and climbed
up to the Glassert, we could see the wonderful Hand-
kerchief Tree in full flower, absolutely covered with
large, white blossom - all looking like large hankies. But
there was more. Standing next to the tree was a whole
family of wild boar! Boy, the daddy was a very big
beast and I was really glad that we were all safely
inside the post bus! The twins, Duke and Katrine had
never seen anything like it in their young lives. We
were still chatting about that bit of excitement as Gary
manoeuvred his way past an oncoming car at the
Altskeith corner, and there, browsing on Val’s lawns,
were the feral goats we met on our last adventure.
What a journey this was turning out to be.
Next stop was Forest Hills Hotel, recently picking up
the award as Scotland’s best family hotel. At this point
we picked up three American visitors, looking forward
to a tour through Strathard. They were a little sur-
prised to be sharing the post bus with seven otters and
a hare, but they thought we were cute. After Kinlochard
the bus went to Loch Dhu. There were bluebells every-
where; you could even smell them inside the bus. It was
the same right up Loch Chon and up to Faerie Knoll.
With a lot of the trees cleared the views are even
better. In no time at all we were being whisked past the
head of Loch Arklet and down to Loch Katrine. Gary
had post to deliver at Couligart, on the south side and
Portnellan on the north side, so we all saw a lot of Loch
Katrine, including the birth place of Rob Roy
MacGregor.
Then it was west towards the Arrochar Alps, rising on
the other side of Loch Lomond, opposite Inversnaid.
We all got off the post bus to stretch our legs and
really take in the magnificent views. The Americans
were almost speechless. I did say almost. They took lots
of photographs of the waterfall that gives its name to
the place - the mouth of the needle burn. Then it was
back into the post bus for the return to Aberfoyle.
When the Americans got off at Forest Hills they could
hardly believe that in one trip they had travelled through
five glens, past six lochs and seen five mountains over
3,000ft high. Yes, it was quite a journey, even by Ameri-
can standards!
I must admit, that before the bus was back at Aberfoyle
post office, I was fast asleep. Too much excitement
for one day.
Bye for now.
Milton

KIRK NEWSKIRK NEWSKIRK NEWSKIRK NEWSKIRK NEWS
Sunday 17th June
11.15 a.m.  Morning Worship
Sunday 24th June
11.15 a.m.  Family Service
Sunday School Prizegiving
Sunday 1st July
11.15 a.m.  Morning Worship
Conducted by Rev. Angus T. Stewart
Jim Brown, Locum Minister.

Gartmore Gala Day
Saturday 16th June 2007

Theme – Italy
Programme of Events

12.15pm  Meet at the Village Hall
12.30pm  Crowning the Gala Queen
12.45pm  Fancy Dress Competition and
Parade to the Field
1.15pm    Races start
Come and enjoy the Tea Tent, Beer Tent
with Italian beers and wines, Stalls,
Throw the Wellie, Tug-o-war, Races,
Activities, Veg and Plant Stall, Aloe Vera
products,  Jewellery Stall, Games and
much, much more!

.
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John & Stuart

Boyd
Plumbing & Heating Engineers
Registered Gas & Oil Fitters

FREE ESTIMATES
Contact information
John: 01877382515

mob 07703183105
Stuart: 01877382488

mob 07801710584

Trossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet Cleaning
ServicesServicesServicesServicesServices

Trossachs Carpet Cleaning Services is an
upholstery and carpet cleaner service
offering services throughout Aberfoyle and
the Trossachs. The services we offer include:

Special and contract cleaning services
Spray extraction and upholstering cleaning services

SPECIAL CLEANING TECHNIQUES
COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC CLEANING

Spray extraction and spray cleaning are the most effective
ways of carrying out upholstery and carpet cleaner services.
This specialist style of cleaning consists of spraying a
cleaning agent into the carpet or upholstery which is then
instantly extracted again leaving it clean.

 For more information on the services we have to
offer please do not hesitate to contact us now on

01877-382530

Unique range of arts and craft
from throughout the world

Extensive plant area for all
your gardening needs

Open seven days - 10am to 6pm
Main Street, Aberfoyle

01877 382308

guyana
plants, crafts and art

Sold-n-heeled
Internet Shoe Shop

New and nearly new ladies and gents shoes
in good condition bought for cash

Designer  SportsShoes  Occasion
Boots  Everyday  Sandals

e.g. Hotter, ECCO, M&S, Van Dal
Jacques Vert, Kickers, Clarks, Adidas

Rockport and K

Contact: Gillian Wallace
Tel: 01877 382098

email : Gillian@Sold-n-Heeled.co.uk
web: www.Sold-n-Heeled.co.uk

Starting 1st April open for business from
10am - 5 pm 7 days

Breakfast Menu available 10 - 12 noon
Lunches 12 - 4 pm

Light Refreshments 4 - 5 pm
Introducing some new food items and also a new

range of other nicknack’s to browse through.

The same smiley face looks forward to your visit!

01324 625624
t/a J. Brown
Coal Merchant
& Contractor
12-14 Slamannan Road
Falkirk FK1 1LG

R&C LUKE

Coach, Minibus 7 to 49 Seats
Tours, parties, weddings, airports etc

Whatever the occasion
Phone: 01877 382 341

email: aberfoylecoaches@aol.com
www.aberfoylecoaches.com

GARAGE WORKSHOP

Mot’s while you wait, Mon-Sat
Car and Bus Servicing, Tyres,
 Exhausts, & General Repairs.

ABERFOYLE MOTORS Ltd
Main Street, Aberfoyle, FK8 3UG

Tel: 01877 382 341/342
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Janefield, Ruskie, Stirlingshire, FK8 3LG
Tel: 01786 850500 Fax: 01786 850555

Email: directvehicleopt@aol.com
We are pleased to announce that we now offer a full mechanical Service and Repair facility.
If your vehicle is still within the manufacturer’s warranty we can service it within the
manufacturer’s schedule using their parts whilst continuing their warranties for the full period. 
Of course we will offer this service at considerably less cost than the main dealer.  We also offer
an uplift and courtesy car service.

INTERESTING!!!
Motorists in the UK could save more than £100 million a year if they switch to independent
garages for servicing, new Government figures show.  But the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) says
86% per cent of business still goes to franchised dealers, despite new rules letting owners get
work done outside the network without invalidating the warranty.  A new OFT report says the
average bill is 40 per cent cheaper at an independent garage but only 14% of owners took
advantage of this.  Those who left the dealer network in the two years after the warranty servicing
rules were changed in 2003 collectively saved £30 million.  But if every driver had followed suit,
this could have been £214 million - or £107 million a year.

01/Y SAAB 9-3 CONVERTIBLE , SILVER WITH BLACK LEATHER, DONE 70,OOO MILES WITH
FSH. £7,950.00
 

Vehicles for Sale

05/05 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER LC5 AUTO, 5 DR IN DARK GREEN METALLIC WITH BEIGE
LEATHER, FULL SPEC CAR WITH SAT NAV, DUAL CLIMATE, AIR SUSPENSION WITH A FULL
SERVICE HISTORY, 80,000 MILES. £19,750.00

2006 SAAB 93 VECTOR.  23,000 MILES, METALLIC BLACK WITH GREY LEATHER, CLIMATE
CONTROL, CRUISE CONTROL.  BEAUTIFUL CAR. £15,250.00

04/54 HONDA CRV 2 LITRE SE SPORT.  DARK METALLIC GREEN, HALF LEATHER, IMMACULATE
CONDITION. £9,950.00
 

LANDROVER FREELANDER 1.8 GS 5 DR (02/02) 1 OWNER, 43,000 MILES £5,250.00

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call Keni or Sheena


