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Massage Therapy

Mobile service available
Call: 01877 382632

or 07765570503

Angela Mudge
Dip Sports M, MSMA, SMTO

eases muscular aches and pains
Sports Massage

Relaxation

Angela Mudge from Gartmore competed in the world’s highest
race in December 2007 when she took part in the Everest
Marathon, running at 17,000 feet and in so doing, beat the long-
standing record for the Everest marathon by 13 minutes.  She ran
the 26.2 mile course in 5 hours, 2 minutes and 17 seconds,
finishing as first female athlete and in 8th position overall.
Temperatures varied between minus 20c and plus 20c and many
of the competitors ran in down-filled jackets.
Angela reckoned that she was lucky that she did not go down with
altitude sickness as some others did, some also suffering from
deep-vein thrombosis, some from diarrhoea, due to the altitude.
She ignores the recommended and expensive sports
supplements and opts for jelly babies, orange juice and Bounty
bars.  The proof is surely in the pudding.  Angela has been British
Fell Running champion 4 years on the trot (pun not intended!),
Scottish Hill running champion, whilst winning the World Mountain
Running Trophy and the Buff Skyrunner series.
Angela who has a doctorate in physical chemistry, works as a
sports masseuse.  She prefers the hill and mountain running
because it is not mainstream such as the more popular track and
field events.  Even now she is considering taking up what some
might think of as a greater challenge, that of racing over distances
of 100 miles.  Because of the Everest Marathon, Angela raised
money for charity which will be split 50-50 between the Everest
Marathon Fund which gives assistance to health and education
programmes and, more locally, the Strathcarron Hospice.  Long
may she be blessed with success!

Cool Running

Angela’s amazing story of her part in the highest race in the world, and how
her sisters death in 2006 from bowel cancer has inspired her to go on to the
many successes she has enjoyed over the past few years, can be heard on
Tuesday 25th March at Run 4 It, 108 - 110 Lothian Road  Edinburgh EH3
9BE at 7pm. Tickets: £5.  Money raised from ticket sales will go to St.
Marks Hospital Foundation Mosaic Appeal.  For tickets or other
information please call in to Run 4 It or call 0131 2214300.

Thursday, 6th March 2008 was a new beginning
for the members of the linked charge of
Aberfoyle and Port of Menteith Parish Churches
with the Induction of the Rev Linda Stewart our
newly elected Minister.  Aberfoyle Church was
almost full to capacity with members of Stirling
Presbytery, visitors from the Presbytery of
Dunkeld and congregational members from

Meigle joining members of the community of Aberfoyle and Port of Menteith
for the Service.  Following the Service there was a welcome social when
presentations were made to the new Minister, to the Interim Moderator, Rev
Gordon Macrae and the Locum Minister, Rev Jim Brown.  We were entertained
by the beautiful singing of Robbie Oman and to bring the evening to a close
a buffet supper was served in the Church House.  I would like to thank all
those who contributed in anyway to making the night a huge success. Linda
moved into the Manse on the 3rd March and was delighted at the
improvements that had been made to the property and again a big thank you
to all those in the community who worked tirelessly in order to achieve this
result in time for her arrival.

A Warm Welcome

inside
p3 surgery news
p6 bruce crawford msp
p7 owen mckee
p9 rspb
p10 railway article
p12 rangers ramblings
p14 church news
p20 school report
p21 glendrick roost

Tramping through the
Trossachs full programme

on back page
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Two residents of Aberfoyle are to be
honoured for the risks they took to rescue
a neighbour from a house fire last October.
Robert Burns (44) and Joanna Patrick (33)
put their lives at risk to help rescue Lesley
Fenwick from her home in Old Kirk Loan
on 23rd October.
Both Mr Burns and Ms Patrick have had
their names put forward by Central
Scotland Police for the Royal Humane
Society honour and are to receive it in the
next few months.  Although they managed
to rescue Lesley Fenwick from the burning
house, sadly, Ms Fenwick died later.  Mr
Wilkinson of the society said that it did
take a great amount of courage to attempt
to break into a house on fire, but they did
not hesitate.  An award surely well
deserved.

Local Heroes Recognised
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall has received a £500 grant from Clydesdale Bank to spend on
much needed kitchen improvements including a new cooker.
The donation is part of Clydesdale Bank’s Staff Volunteer Grant Programme, which
provides cash to groups in which it’s employees are involved. Mark Crawford, a Project
Manager with the bank applied for the grant on behalf of the Aberfoyle Memorial Hall
Committee.
Mark said: ‘The village hall is run on a shoestring and always requires much needed
funds for improvements and other maintenance projects, so I was delighted to receive
this grant from the Clydesdale Bank’.
The Memorial Hall in Aberfoyle continues to host a broad range of local groups and
clubs from Toddlers on a Wednesday morning to the SWRI on the third Thursday in the
month. Having such a key improvement made in the kitchen will benefit all hall users.
Irene Swankie, Community Affairs Manager at Clydesdale Bank, said: ‘We like to
encourage our staff to become involved in voluntary work within the community and our
grants programme is one of the ways in which we do this’’.

Memorial Hall Boost

John McLellan
The news that John McLellan had passed
away on 22nd February was a source of
great sadness to our whole community.
John, a well known local figure, was liked
and respected by all who knew him.  At
his funeral a collection was taken and
over £900 was raised.  Toto has donated
this to the The Friends of Aberfoyle and
Buchlyvie Medical Centres and to the
Aberfoyle District Nurses to fund medical
equipment which will benefit the local
community.  John will be sadly missed
by everyone but especially by Toto and
his young family.  Our thoughts are with
them at this sad time.

TIMBER HAULAGE
The article in the last edition of Strathard News indicated that there was to be a “very
large” increase in road traffic through Aberfoyle.
In fact, over the next 12 months approximately 6000 tonnes of timber is scheduled to
be hauled through the village – a similar level to the last couple of years. Over the next
12 months, approximately 70000 tonnes of timber will be hauled through the Hoish
access, avoiding the village entirely.
Contrary to what the article said, it is not the contractor who chooses which exit to use
for timber haulage. The “haul route” through the forest to Hoish is not suitable for
conventional timber lorries hauling the large volumes of timber currently being harvested
in west Loch Ard Forest. A purpose built, low ground pressure vehicle is used to minimise
damage to the forest road, allowing all year round working. This machine is not available
to haul timber from the forest adjacent to the village, therefore conventional timber
lorries need to be used.
We are actively working with the Community Council (with a meeting scheduled for this
week) to minimise the impact timber haulage has on the community, and have a number
of ideas which should achieve this.

Trossachs 10k run
Saturday 31st May 2008

at 10.30am
Contact Jillian:

jillian06@btinternet.com or Ian: 
ian@idema-aqua.co.uk 

The event is in aid of the Anthony Nolan
trust. Entry forms from the Forth Inn,
Aberfoyle Delicatessen and Butcher or
email Jillian or Ian. 
 

Aberfoyle Rob Roy Football Club
are holding a race night to raise funds
for the club. It is being held at the
Clachan Hotel Aberfoyle on the 29th of
March at 8pm
For further information please conract
Heather Stewart on 01877 382216 or
07768524333
 

Advertising Costs
40mm x 37mm £5
40mm x 75mm £10
75mm x 75mm £20
152mm x 40mm £20
190mm x 190mm £30

Luxury 7 Seater People Carrier
Airport Transfers

Local and Long Distance Hire Available
Prompt & Reliable Service

Competitive Rates

Trossachs Cab Company
Your Local Private Cab Company

Tel 01877 382108 or 07791 598925
Main Street Aberfoyle FK83UX
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Aberfoyle And Buchlyvie Medical Centres
Half Day Closing For Training 2008

TUESDAY 13TH MAY
WEDNESDAY 11TH JUNE
TUESDAY 26TH AUGUST

WEDNESDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER
WEDNESDAY 26TH NOVEMBER

On these dates the surgeries will close at 12.30pm and the
“Out of Hours” Emergency Service will come into operation.

NHS 24 – 08454 24 24 24

Patient Questionnaires
Thank you to everybody who kindly completed questionnaires
this year.  It is encouraging to the whole team who work at
both Aberfoyle and Buchlyvie Surgeries to receive such positive
feedback.  However we are not perfect!  The Practice has
discussed the results with the Patient Participation Group
and has put together a list of priorities based on the
information gathered from these results.
1.  There were a number of comments about lack of privacy
at the reception desk.  We intend to put up a notice to inform
patients that if they wish to say something in private to inform
the receptionist.   The receptionists are now more aware
about what can be overheard in the waiting rooms and will
take this into consideration in future.
2.  Waiting times also seem to be a problem.  This is a
difficult problem.  We have open surgeries in the morning
and these can sometimes be very busy and we never know
why a patient is attending.  The doctors also want to spend
time with each patient.  Often patients attend with more than
one problem; can we ask if you have multiple problems that
you book an appointment in the afternoon or evening and
make it a double appointment.
Because we are based on two sites the practice is not able
to provide two doctors at a time.
3.  We are aware that many patients commute to work so we
are looking at starting early morning surgeries.
4.  Aberfoyle Medical Centre is fortunate to have a
physiotherapist doing two sessions a week, the Buchlyvie
Patient Participation Group is hoping to extend this facility
to the Buchlyvie Medical Centre and are going to contact the
Health Board to see if this feasible.
5.  The Practice often has to wait many numbers of weeks to
receive letters from the hospital after a patient has been seen:
when we have sufficient evidence the Patient Participation
Group is going to write to the hospitals involved to see if this
can be improved.
Our aim is to give you the best service possible and we
welcome any suggestions or comments you may have.  If
you are unhappy about any aspect of our service please speak
to the practice manager or one of the doctors.

Aberfoyle And Buchlyvie Medical Centres
On the 2nd April Dr Aisha Al-Busaidi will be joining Aberfoyle
and Buchlyvie Medical Centres.  Dr Al-Busaidi is a doctor
from the hospital who will be coming to the surgeries for
four months to gain experience in general practice.  She
will be working alongside Drs. Pollok, Lindsay, Maclaren
and Burton and will be doing sessions and visits at both
Aberfoyle and Buchlyvie.  We are delighted that Aberfoyle
and Buchlyvie have been selected to participate in this
worthwhile scheme and hope you will join with us in
welcoming Dr Al-Busaidi into our communities.

SNOW DOGS IN ABERFOYLE!
Yes, after an absence of 4 years, the snow dogs returned to Aberfoyle.
On the weekend of 9 and 10 February, teams of Siberian Huskies,
Malamutes and Samoyeds competed in a two-day event in Loch Ard
Forest.
Starting at 9am on Saturday and 8.30am on Sunday that weekend,
all dog teams raced against the clock to complete a 5 mile loop,
starting and finishing at the crossroads beyond Doon Hill.  Over 40
teams took part from as far afield as Inverness to the Borders and,
eh, Aberfoyle – naturally!
Quite a few spectators turned up and were made most welcome.
Many had come with their children to view the race and meet the
dogs (the snow dogs) and the mushers. The latter are the idiots who
stand on the ‘rig’, a 3-wheeled vehicle, behind the team and take off
into the wide blue yonder, sometimes never to be seen again – or at
least, that is what their wives hope!  It’s a cruel world.
It was a series of two one day races and we will not bore you with the
results except to say that the 6-dog class was won on both days by
your local Aberfoyle husky team!  And the average age of the team
would normally discount them from winning, the lead dog, Chewchin,
being nearly eleven years old.  Although subject to some pride at the
result, it was not  overweening, because one does have to remember
that it was the dogs that did all the work, the musher just standing on
the back of the rig waving at the cameras.  Celebrations went on long
into the night, with the wine and Bonios flowing, culminating in a
mass rendition by musher and team of ‘We are the Champions’ sung
- and howled - at the stars.  Ah, it don’t come better!

PLANT SALE
Cancer Research UK Scotland

The Sandy Stewart Memorial Committee for cancer research is hold-
ing its 20th annual plant on Saturday 24th May 2008 in the village
hall, Port of Menteith, from 10 am - 2 pm.  Entrance £1.50, includes
tea/coffee.  Soup and roll, £1.50, served from noon.  Donations for
plant stalls can be brought to the Port Hall 3pm - 4 pm on Friday 23rd
May or 9 am - 9.30 am on day of sale.  Sales table and hamper raffle.

Thursday Fortnightly
Aberfoyle Car Park 6 pm - 7 pm
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
10,24 7,21 6,20 3,17 1,15,19 12,26
Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
10,24 7,21 4,18 2,16,30 13,27 11

Friday Fortnightly
School 10.45 -11.30
Car Park 11.35 -12.15
Old Kirk Loan 12.20 -12.35
Limecraig  1.45 -2.05
Queens Crescent  2.10 -2.35
Gartmore - Bottom of Hill 2.45 -3.15
Black Bull 3.20 -3.50
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
4,18 1,15,29 14,28 11,25 9,23 6,20
Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
4,18 1,15,29 12,26 10,24 7,21 5,19

Wednesday Fortnightly
Braeval 10.55 -11.15
Kinlochard Shop 11.35 -12.00
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
16,30 13,27 12,26 9,23 7,21 4,18
Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2,16,30 13,27 10,24 8,22 5,19 3,17,31

Mobile Library Timetable

Library timetable re-published, previous publication contained some
errors which have now been corrected.
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Ward 1 Aberfoyle
Ros Dingwall
John Clow
Geraint Short
(1 vacancy)

Strathard Community Council meets on the 1st
Thursday of the month, alternating between
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall, Kinlochard Village Hall and
Inversnaid Primary School.  The next meeting is at
7.30 pm on Thursday 4th April in Aberfoyle Memo-
rial Hall.   Half an hour prior to the meetings a local
District Councillor (Tony Ffinch, Paul Owens or Fergus
Wood) will hold a surgery for residents who wish to
raise issues and concerns.

Ward 2 Kinlochard
Fiona McEwan
Maureen Campbell
Sue Russell
(1 vacancy)

Ward 3 Inversnaid
Scott Provan
Andre Goulancourt
Ralph Wolfe

Community Councillors

We have two vacancies.  There will be elections soon - one for each ward -
watch out for information. Contact Ros Dingwall (382 668) for further
information.

Hotel Alpha
All McDonald Hotels are offering an alpha course to their
employees. They are also kindly making it available to the local
community.
What is Alpha?
The Alpha course is an opportunity for anyone to explore the
Christian Faith. It is relaxed, non-threatening, low key, friendly
and fun.  There is a meal together at the beginning of each session
which gives you an opportunity to get to know each other.
Listen, learn, discuss and discover. And ask anything. Alpha is a
place where no question is too hostile. And it is supported by all
main Christian denominations.
What’s Involved?
The alpha course consists of a series of talks looking at topics
such as “Who is Jesus?” and “Why and how do I pray?”. After
each talk we divide into small groups for a time of discussion.
Who is Alpha for?
Alpha is for everyone, especially:
• Those wanting to investigate Christianity
• New Christians
• Those who want to brush up on basics
What will it cost?
There will be a charge of £5.00 for the Launch dinner and £3.00
for the weekly course dinners.
The Alpha Hotel Launch Dinner will be held in the Forest
Hills Hotel on the 23rd April at 7.30pm. Further details of
the course and how to book a place may be obtained from
Stuart Fleming tel:- 01877 382 448

Local Phone Directory 2008
Back by popular demand, a new edition of this essential local
guide is due out in 2008.    As before, it will cover all of Aberfoyle,
Gartmore, Inversnaid, Kinlochard, Port of Menteith and
Stronachlachar areas.  The Directory contains phone numbers
for local individuals, businesses, clubs and organisations, plus
lots of other useful information, including a ‘yellow pages’ section.
Hopefully the new version will be available by the summer, but
you can help us now with the update and checking of details
which will go into the book.  There have been many changes
since last time, so our starting point is the up-to-date, publicly
available BT listings for both residential and business phone
numbers.
• So if you are ex-directory and wish to be included, please let

us know by adding your details to the listings, even if you
were in the local directory last time in 2004.

• Or tell us if you wish your BT details removed or changed.
• Very recent changes to names or phone numbers may not

have been reflected, so it would be worth checking if you fall
into this category.

• We will also need to re-check local contacts for clubs etc.,
so if you can update these details too that would be helpful.

You can give us this information by:
• calling into your closest post office (Aberfoyle, Kinlochard or

Gartmore) and asking to see the local phone listings.
• contacting Margaret Neufeld (386 258) for Inversnaid or

Stronachlachar numbers.
• sending an e-mail to directory@lochard.co.uk to query or

add your details.
We’ll be contacting our many previous business advertisers
separately, but if you would like to advertise in the directory
you can also let us know by the above routes, then we will
make sure you are sent advertising rates etc. as soon as
these are available.
We are also looking for volunteers to work on the
committee from Strathard, Gartmore and Port of Menteith.
If you are interested, please contact Ros Dingwall at
Aberfoyle PO.

Strathard Community Council

Claims That Village Is A Hub For Outdoor
Drinking
Public drinking is often a nuisance and can greatly hamper
the quality of life for residents in a particular area. Councils
that have outdoor drinking byelaws in force have paid testimony
to their effectiveness in reducing the nuisance and disorder
commonly associated with public drinking.
At the moment Scotland operates a patchwork approach to
public drinking, with bans or partial bans in place in 27 out of
the country’s 32 local authorities.
Sgt Gregor McFarlane, of Central Scotland Police, told
Strathard Community Council meeting that youths regularly
caught in possession of alcohol in the village do not live in
Aberfoyle, but have travelled from out of town, Doune, Deanston
and further afield solely to drink alcohol without being
prosecuted due to the fact that Aberfoyle village does not have
by-laws covering outdoor drinking like neighbouring villages
within the Stirlingshire Council boundaries.
An outdoor drinking ban in Strathard would allow police to
tackle outdoor drinking seen as offensive.  A ban would help
to suppress / wipe out the ever increasing problems that we
have experienced over the last few years like raves at the side
of Loch Chon. This ban will not affect drinking in outside seating
areas of licenced premises as this permission is granted
through the licencing board.
To help support an application, your input would be much
appreciated and a petition is available for you to sign at
Aberfoyle Post Office.
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Company
Aerial & Satellite Installation & Repair Service

Multi-point Home Solutions
Sky installations

Digital upgrade surveys
FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

Tel. 0787 590 6767
Joe Kennedy  A.M.F.A.   Keep it local!

 Satellite
Aberfoyle

Drymen Show
Saturday 31st May 2008
Maybe it is just me but the years seem to
be getting shorter, (old age I fear) it only
seems like yesterday that I was thinking
about the Drymen show for 2007 and here
it is again for 2008. The Drymen Show on
the 31st of May 2008 will be celebrating its
180th birthday which all the committee hope
will be one of our best yet, and, like 2007,
an almost  dry day.
This year as always
we have lots of
exciting events and
classes taking
place for all the
family to enjoy
throughout the day:
there will of course be all the regulars with
Cattle, Sheep, Highland Ponies in-hand
and ridden classes, Rabbits, Sheepdog
Trials, Sheep shearing S.W.R.I tent,
Schools Competitions (see web-site for
class details), Dogs (enter on the day),
Bsja Show Jumping both junior and senior,
in-hand and ridden, Hunters, Show Ponies,
Mountain & Moorland and of course
everyone’s favourite the in-hand and
harnessed Clysdale horses.. For a full show
schedule please see the shows web-site
at www.drymenshow.com .

Plans for the afternoon’s entertainment are
also well under way. We hope this year’s
main ring events will be even better than
2007. Our Guest prize presenter is a well
guarded secret - please check the website
for details. This year’s main entertainment
will be The Jez Avery Motorcycle and
Mountain Bike Stunt Show doing “wheelie
impressive mountain bike/
motorcycle tricks and
jumps”. Along side Jez, will
be Cyril the Squirrel Terrier
team. These great little
terriers will amuse and
delight with their
unpredictable antics as
they race around the main
ring, chasing that elusive
hare.
Returning to our main ring again  this year
we hope are the wonderfully active and
speedy Pony Club Games Teams - boy
can those ponies move and how on earth
do the riders stay in that saddle? (Super
glue I think)! Also returning this year will
be the Strathendrick Classic Car Club,
Heavy Horse Turnout class, and Children’s
Races.

Outside of the main ring
there will be lots to stop
and have a look at: we
have this year got the
Loch Lomond Falcon Team bringing along
some of their birds for all to see and handle
if you are brave enough; for the first time
this year we have a chainsaw carver

coming to show us
all what can be done
with that old tree
trunk, some of which
will be available to
buy on the day;
weather permitting
(as always) the
helicopter will take
you up for a bird’s
eye view of the show

and once again we will have the usual array
of trade stands selling everything from pots
of jam to 4x4 Jeeps; for the second year
running we hope to have the Alpacas with
us again.
For full details of the day’s events please
check the show’s website at
www.drymenshow.com  Hope to see you
all on Saturday 31st May 2008 for a great
family day out.

Alastair Wilson
Joiner

All joinery work and property maintenance undertaken

Fully insured      Free estimates

9 Baillie Nicol Jarvie Court, Aberfoyle

Tel 01877 382 807

iain

glen
painting Iain Glen

Tel: 01877 382 296
Mob: 07737726338
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Bruce Crawford MSP writes.....

I know that environmental concerns are
deeply felt in the Stirling constituency, and
I was therefore delighted by the launch of
the ‘10 Greener Pledges for 2008’
campaign recently by the Greener
Scotland Directorate.
These pledges are easy steps we can all
take to change our behaviour and make a
real difference to our impact on the
environment. I’m sure that like many, I’ll
find some of these aspirations easier to
achieve than others, but I will certainly try
to change some of my own behaviour and
make my contribution.
The pledges are:
1. Recycling household waste using
local facilities. All of us these days have
access to recycling bins, whether at our
homes or nearby to where we live. But how
many of us can honestly say we recycle
as much as we could? Over £800 millions-
worth of food is thrown away every year in
Scotland; on average we throw out our own
weight in rubbish every seven weeks.
2. Turn off the tap when brushing your
teeth. A simple means of saving immense
amounts of water, and significant when we
consider that the average Scot uses 143
litres of water per day.
3. Switch to energy-saving light bulbs.
Lights account for between 10 and 15% of
the average electricity bill. Energy saving
light bulbs use a quarter of the energy yet
last four times longer, meaning money as
well as lights go further.

10 Greener Pledges for 2008
4. Leave the car at home at least once
a week, and walk, cycle or car-share.
This may not be a change that everyone
can make, but transport in Scotland is
responsible for 17% of all greenhouse
emissions. If we are to meet our
environmental targets, we have to make
progress here.
5. Use rechargeable batteries instead
of disposable ones. In Scotland, 41
million batteries are disposed of in landfill
every year, and less than 2% are
recyclable. A small change in behaviour
could drastically improve this.
6. Reuse carrier bags when shopping.
Every household in Scotland produces over
a tonne of rubbish every year, and that
amount is increasing by 2% every year. A
small change to our shopping habits, like
reusing bags, can help, and most
supermarkets and shops encourage this
anyway.
7. Try to buy more seasonal and
unpackaged food. We can contribute
significantly to reducing the rubbish we
throw away if we try, where possible, to
avoid food with packaging. Buying locally
saves on transportation and helps local
farmers and food producers. It also means
food is fresher and tastier into the bargain.
8. Hang up washing rather than using
a tumble drier. We can reduce the cost
of electricity by avoiding using the tumble
drier when possible, and in doing so make
a huge contribution to limiting the amount

of carbon dioxide being pumped into the
atmosphere.
9. Organise or volunteer to help an
environmental project in your area.
These can range from litter clearing to
carbon footprint reduction projects, such
as the one in Riverside here in Stirling.
10. Pay back on the environmental
impact of flights you take and avoid
flying where possible. A train from
Edinburgh to London saves almost 80%
on carbon emissions, and aviation
contributes 4% of emissions globally.
I can certainly see many areas where I
could make small changes that will lead
to big improvements, and will certainly try
to play my part. I hope that people across
the area will do likewise and help make a
positive difference.  
As ever, I can be contacted at my
Constituency Office at 51 Cowane Street,
by telephone on 01786 471899, or  email
 bruce.crawford.msp@scottish.parliament.uk.

 Part 1
I read with great interest the article “Woods
have key role to play” Stirling Observer Jan.
4, 2008 regarding the planting up the
Trossachs, by the Scottish Forest Alliance –
which has done great work – especially the
two lead organizations BP and the Forestry
Commission. I too have done my share of
afforesting worn out hil l pastures and
devastated landscapes with both ‘production’
and so-called ‘amenity’ forests in many parts
of Scotland and abroad. So I am
wholeheartedly in favour of any tree planting
scheme that enhances the landscape. But I
do have reservations about some of the
politics used to justify the ‘native forest’
projects which in the long run only leads to
scepticism and tarnishing the good name of
the Forestry Commission and those who
collaborate with it. 
The first point is that, while the plan
incorporates a great deal of complexity in the
context of a ‘native forest’ (basically a
plantation by another description) it does not
address the problem of high yielding timber
production that will help to reduce the
devastation of forests in other countries.

Besides, the introduction of shrubs and
herbs is left out of the plan – an obvious
omission if they are wishing to establish a
truly ‘native’ forest. Indeed, in terms of timber
production, have people become so
urbanized and self-centred that they have
forgotten, or perhaps have never known, why
the Forestry Commission was formed in the
first place: namely, to make Britain as self-
sufficient in home-grown timber as much as
possible. And while the threat of wartime
blockades is a thing of the past;
nevertheless, such is Britain’s insatiable
appetite for wood-based products, I hazard
a guess that 15-20% of UK’s imports are
wood based products derived from forests
abroad. Incidentally, native birch and
Caledonian pine do not rank in the top grade
of timber quality required by mainstream
industry – which is why, rightly or wrongly,
much higher yielding Sitka spruce, Norway
spruce, larch and Douglas fir were favoured
for production forestry.  But of course, native
woods do have their place in the landscape
and their wood will serve a reasonably broad
specialized market.

Then there’s the claim that “We have also
enabled hundreds of thousands of people
each year to enjoy the outdoors by improving
public access to some of our most important
and beautiful woodland areas.” Actually,
since the days of Sir Walter Scott to modern
era, when Glasgow Corporation owned the
Trossachs and Glen Arklet, tourism in the
area had done rather well – especially when
the trains to Aberfoyle were still running. So
much so, that I recall fondly and sometimes
annoyingly that, during the Glasgow fair, there
were so many tourists – mostly hikers,
campers and cyclists -  around that it was
well-nigh impossible to drive the old Morley
lorry (which doubled as a forest fire lorry) fast
enough to put out forest fires and sometimes
heather, grass or bracken fires up Duchray
or along Loch Ard road. I have never seen
such a density of tourism in modern time for
the simple reason that most latter-day
tourists only get as far as the parking lot and
hang around only long enough for a pee and
pie.   

Alexander Robertson
www.windandlandscape.com

St. John’s, Newfoundland & Labrador

Planting Up The Trossachs
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National Park Newsby Owen McKee

Spring is in the
air and new
b e g i n n i n g s

abound and this is certainly true for the
Park Authority because staff are due to
move from the old Portacabins to our new
Headquarters over the period 29th/30th
March.  We recently had a meeting with
the Minister for the Environment, Michael
Russell, to give him a sneak preview of the
new building. The Minister came bearing
the message that the Government is
looking to all government agencies to
deliver more for less and we had a very
fruitful session with him. One thing is very
clear and that is that money will be very
tight in the public sector over the next
couple of years. We were proud to point
out to him that our new HQ will be delivered
on time and quite remarkably for a building
project on budget. And, of course, he has
been invited to perform the official opening
on the new HQ on 20th May. More on that
in a later issue. In the meantime we are
working hard on how to streamline our
organisation. We have all, at sometime,
complained about the inefficiencies that
beset government bodies and local
authorities. We can all point to those
seemingly pointless spending exercises on
inessential projects at the end of a financial
year. And that is where one of the big
stumbling blocks to efficient operation
arises. Under the finance arrangements
that exist, agencies and councils have to
spend their money in the financial year or
it is clawed back by central government.
Councils and agencies all work to business

plans dictated by their budget allocations
but if anything happens which delays a
project beyond the end of a financial year
and the money allocated for it is not spent
then it has to go back to the government.
It doesn’t matter that there has been a
legitimate reason for the
delay. Furthermore in gauging budgets for
subsequent years account is taken of the
money spent in the previous year. Thus if
you underspend your budget not only is
the underspend clawed back you may find
yourself with a lesser allocation in the next
year. And so you get the annual scramble
to ensure that every possible penny is
spent by the year end. Does that happen
in the private sector? Of course not. There
may be irritation about delays but the
budget allocation is merely carried forward
to when the job can be done. As money
spent in haste is seldom spent wisely there
is scope for improvement in the system.
In fairness most prudent plans have a
project or two in reserve to cover for the
unexpected delays.  Another source of
irritation to grant aided bodies such as the
Park Authority is that if we produce income
it is merely deducted from our grant so
there is no incentive to devise means of
income production. Overcoming that
problem would also lead to a more efficient
organisation. We think we may have a
solution to that problem. Fingers crossed
that some obscure regulation does not
frustrate us.  Meanwhile work is
progressing on the Local Plan. Not a new
style Local Development Plan under the

2006 Planning Act but one based on the
1997 Act. Why not the new? Merely
because the Government have not yet
finalised the regulations relating to the new
style Local Development Plan and we did
not want further delays in publishing a
single Local Plan for the Park. So next we
will be issuing at the end of March an
Issues Report and inviting comments
thereon so that the general policies to be
included in the Draft Local Plan in the
autumn will have has much community
support as possible. The Issues Report will
be sent to Community Councils etc in
paper form and it will be available online at
www.lochlomond-trossachs.org. Please do
make your comment on it. The more
consensus that is built into the Draft Local
Plan the less likely there will be major
objections during the formal consultation
in the autumn and hence the quicker the
Local Plan can be adopted. 
Another important Plan is further down the
statutory road and that is the Draft Core
Path Plan. That Plan is with the printers
and will be published for consultation on
5th May. Particular care has been taken
to ensure that our plan links in with the
plans of our neighbouring authorities. The
consultation period lasts for 12 weeks and
the hope is that there are no objections
which would upset the neighbouring path
links.
As always I can be contacted as follows:
Post:Taigh Na Bhuth,Lochearnhead,
Phone:01567830214
owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk

Braeval Antiques
Aberfoyle

Tel. 01877 382400
Mobile 07989 746617

Ask for Andrew

Braeval Old Mill, Braeval,
Nr Aberfoyle, Stirling. FK8 3UY

I have been involved in the antiques business on a part-time
basis for the past forty years and am passionate about my work.
Since retiring from the hospitality business I am now involved
on a full-time basis and would, therefore, be delighted to help,
to the best of my ability and knowledge, in the following areas:

1. Free valuations for insurance (without prejudice)
2. Valuations for probate (without prejudice) cost 2.5 %

of valuation
3. To help and advise on a) antiques repairs b) antiques

restoration c) antiques maintenance
4. Help and advice on selling your antiques by auction
5. The location and purchase of that rare item you have

always promised yourself
6. I purchase individual items
7. I purchase complete estate or house contents

Every contact is made with total discretion, confidentiality and
courtesy, at a time to suit the client.  Properties cleared will be
left secure, swept and tidy.
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For most of us rural living is, or was, a
conscious choice.  We have either been
born in the country and are happy to
remain, or chose to move to the country.
The reasons are varied but high on the list
with most people is surely the idea of a
better way of life.  Sadly now it seems that
any idea of a rural idyll is a lost cause as
can be shown in the decisions made by
our elected representatives over the past
decade or so.
These decisions were many and varied and
were made at different times by our local
councils and both the Scottish and British
governments, henceforth to be collectively
known as the ‘Powers That Be’.  Whether
or not all the above PTB were involved in
each and every decision which has affected
our rural communities is immaterial; what
is relevant is that over a long period of time
these PTB have taken decisions which
have culminated in one end result: the
degrading of country living and rural
communities. The collection of
communities that constitutes Britain or,
narrowing it down a bit more, that of
Strathard, is under serious threat.
The changes we have seen in priorities over
the last 15 years or so seem more to benefit
the city or urban dweller than those living
in the country and you have to ask
yourself: are the PTB city orientated?
Looking at some of the decisions made, it
would appear so.  Take the idea of
increased centralization which possibly
works in large population areas but which
is disastrous for rural communities.  Our
hospital is moving from Stirling to Larbert,
fine for the town dweller but what about
those people living further afield at the
other end of the county, those in Aberfoyle,
Kinlochard, Inversnaid?
It is in the name of ‘Efficiency’, ‘Cost
Effectiveness’ and other such buzz words
that the argument for centralization is
invoked.  In the case of hospitals it might

work in the big cities but in rural life it is a
ridiculous distance to have to travel.
Fortunately the PTB have left our Post
Office alone although other areas are
suffering.  Again, in the urban centres,
residents have choices.  We do not.
Schools, also, are being ‘pruned’.  We have
lost Kinlochard Primary School due to
cutbacks.  Other services which used to
be accepted as ‘essential’ are being taken
away as, for example, the rubbish skips
which we had in Aberfoyle and which
served the wider community of Strathard
and now involve a journey of many miles
to dump refuse.  It is possible we will now
lose our local garage and petrol station.
Agreed the same thing is happening in the
towns and cities but they have backups,
other similar services close by.  In the
country we have nothing.  And for why?
It would seem the PTB in their collective
wisdom are more interested in profit than
in providing services or care to the rural
population.  They boast that the economy
is booming.  Yes, it is, but only for some.
Some years ago 3 million unemployed was
seen as scandalous, now it is acceptable.
The new mantra from the PTB is that the
nation is not a community but a business,
pure and simple and the books must
balance.  Therefore there must be financial
cutbacks across the board and if in doing
so it damages the fabric of rural life, then
so be it.
Surely the biggest blow to the rural way of
life and its economy is the vast – and
continuing – increase in the price of petrol.
This is a factor that affects us all: transport,
travel, heating, lighting, food, clothing, the
cost of fuel is reflected in the prices we
pay elsewhere and touches every aspect
of our lives.  We are all aware that fuel
prices are rising worldwide but surely the
PTB could cut back in the exorbitant taxes
that are added to the price we pay.  And it
is exorbitant.  At present the tax on fuel

amounts to 80% of the price we pay at the
pumps.  Why such a heavy tax?  Is it to
finance the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
as some have suggested?  Is it to make
Britain a more viable business concern?
You can take your pick but whatever the
underlying reason, it is hurting.
Early in March a friend employed by one
of the petrol companies intimated that the
cost of fuel was going to rise to £1.50p a
litre by Christmas.  I did not think this
possible until 2 days later when television
news reported the same.  It does seem
incredible, even more so when you
translate it into gallons which will mean
we might be paying £7.50p a gallon in 9
months time.
The somewhat tendentious argument of
our public servants is that it will encourage
savings, taking the ‘green’ argument that
higher costs discourage usage.  While,
personally, I approve of most of the Greens
aims, I think the argument given for higher
fuel costs is fundamentally flawed and I
also believe that the PTB are only using
these arguments to cynically further their
own plans.  Putting up petrol prices will
not change a thing in the countryside.
Public transport here is negligible, so we
still have to travel to obtain some of life’s
necessities, and at a distance.  Is it any
wonder why many of us think that fiscal
decisions made are devised by town
dwellers and to the detriment of country
folk?  Nothing will change.  It’s the only
viable way we have to travel so we will still
do it though it costs us more.  Meanwhile,
everything escalates in price hitting the
country dweller harder.  There is, too, the
double whammy for the Trossachs area in
that we as a community rely heavily on
tourism as an employer and money earner.
What will happen in a future of increased
petrol prices?  Will it be worth a candle to
travel the distance here to God’s country?
And what of the older generation, those
on fixed incomes or pensions?  What
happens when they cannot afford the
heating bills or the petrol for their cars to
travel the miles the nearest shopping?  It
really is not a country for old men anymore.

  No Country For Old Men
by Dougie McPherson

 Woodland Burial
…an environmentally sensitive alternative

JamiJamiJamiJamiJamie Pe Pe Pe Pe Pearearearearearsonsonsonsonson
Funeral Director DipFD MBIFD

Fintry Manse, Kippen Road, Fintry G63 0YQ

jamesspearson@btinternet.com
01360 860 345

Kirkton Farm
Aberfoyle

01877 382316

DIY/Grass

Livery

available

WENDY
HOUSE

web design & build

...any other help with your computer or IT support
call Tim on:

07964 909 666  wendy@wendyhouse.uk.com
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RSPB Inversnaid
This winter it has been
more challenging than
usual to get a fine day
for a feral goat count,

mainly due to the weather and on odd
occasions I have had something else pre-
planned. However, 12th February was as
forecast and despite waiting for the low-
lying mist to clear I started out with high
hopes of an accurate count. It became
quite apparent that the temperature was
milder than forecast and I was soon walking
in shirtsleeves and topping up my water
bottle from the reserve burns. A kestrel,
buzzard and single raven followed by 8 reed
bunting were viewed before I came across
a single red deer. At the next vantage point,
I spotted a group of nannies with kids on a
distant top and half an hour later was
seated next to them. Quickly taking some
photographs for the British Feral Goat
Research Group, I recognised one or two
of the goats that have some easily
i d e n t i f i a b l e
features (one is like
a belted Galloway
- with a black
“island” in the
middle of the white
belt). One of the
kids appeared to
have only recently
been born: it could
manage only a
couple of teetering
steps and as its
mother started to bleat her concern at my
presence, I quickly moved on and left them
in peace. Continuing along the ridge above
Loch Lomond, a group of 9 red hinds were

surprised by my presence (and I was by
them!) as they had been lying behind a
large hillock out of view and they tore
downhill into the woodland. Now standing
on a small cliff high
above the loch I was
amazed to see a
peacock butterfly
fluttering around me,
after all this is the
beginning of
February! I tried to
take a photograph of
it but soon gave up, it
was circling me and I
was turning trying to
catch it in my
viewfinder but quickly realised, on the edge
of a small cliff, that it was not a good safety
combination whilst trying to take a
photograph of a moving object!
Moving further north now and 3 more hinds
and 3 male goats were counted before I

stood above the
Pollochro cottage and
eagle beach. In the
sheltered area below the
cliffs, 14 male goats were
counted and 3 nanny (no
kids), also 9 red hinds
with 2 foxes close to the
deer. The first fox, with
partly shaggy coat was
directly below me but the
deer must have detected
my scent and started to

move causing the fox to stop and look
around him. Suspecting something
untoward it then took off south into the
rocks and was lost from view. Then

scanning north I spotted another fox sitting
looking directly at me but seemingly
unperturbed by the movement of the deer,
this allowed me to view it through the

binoculars for a short
period. The sheen
from its russet
coloured coat and
white belly showing
what good condition
this creature was in
and I even managed a
couple of distant
photographs of it. A
quick detour to the
east took in the
Pollochro burn gully

and another 9 billies were grazing here,
initially what I thought was another kid
turned out to be a first year male goat.
Also amongst this group of goats was
ROBH (right one broken horn), my first
sighting of him for a few months. The last
section to the north march (boundary) was
quickly covered with another 2 nannies and
a kid counted, in addition 3 nannies with
kids were just over the march fence on Glen
Falloch estate. East then south and back
towards the Garrison farm with more deer,
2 billies and wandering sheep from Glen
Falloch added to the grand total.
The total goat count was 37 goats, (21 billy
and 16 nanny and 6 kids). Recent previous
counts of nannies suggest that I may have
missed two nannies (21 being the highest
nanny count in recent years) but this is
not surprising as nannies normally go into
the woodland or rocky crags to have their
kids.

Duncan Cameron
Conservation Assistant

Grant Helps Grouse
Fence marking, to help protect rare black grouse, is nearing
completion on Ben Lomond.  It is one of the first projects to
benefit from the Natural Heritage Grant Scheme, funded by
the National Park Authority and Scottish Natural Heritage,
which was launched in August.
The work, which was carried out by National Trust for Scotland
staff led by Alasdair Eckersall who manages the area, involved
attaching wooden droppers to the top nets of deer fencing to
make the fencing more visible and reduce the risk of the birds
flying into it and being injured or killed.  One of the stretches
of fence to benefit is 1000 feet up so it was no mean task to
get the equipment there and complete the job despite very
challenging weather conditions.
Yvonne Boles, the RSPB’s Conservation Officer for Central
Scotland, said, “Black grouse are one of the most charismatic
birds in the Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National park and they have been declining in many
areas for a range of reasons.  RSPB Scotland is delighted that the Natural Heritage Grant Scheme is
being used to help this species”.
The need for fence marking was identified as part of an appraisal of Management Planning for Black
Grouse Conservation which was conducted in October 2006 by four partnership organisations: Scottish
Natural Heritage, the National Park Authority, the RSPB and Central Scotland Farming & Wildlife
Advisory Group in collaboration with participating land managers.
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Three lochs -  Katrine, Achray, and
Venachar — are joined by narrow rivers
which wind their way across West
Perthshire through an area of outstanding
scenic beauty known as the ‘Tossachs’.
The 5-mile-wide tract of moor and mountain
landscape, often called ‘The Scottish
Highlands in miniature’, was first served
by the Caledonian Railway from its railhead
at Callander, on the Oban line, the
Company providing tourist coaches for the
onward journey by road westwards along
the northern shores of Loch Venachar to
Brig’o Turk.   Later, the North British
Railway extended its railway route from
Glasgow (Queen Street) through
Kirkintilloch and the Campsie Fells to the
holiday resort of Aberfoyle, situated on the
southern edge of the Trossachs between
the Scottish Lowland and Highland areas.
The Caledonian Railway had soon realised
the travel potential and public appeal of this
area of Scotland, made popular by the
romantic novels of Sir Walter Scott, and

both pre-Grouping companies widely
publicised their excursions to the Rob Roy
Country by offering competitive day-trip and
tourist facilities from both Callander and
Aberfoyle.  Four-in-hand horse-drawn
coaches in the charge of scarlet-coated
drivers met the Aberfoyle branch-line trains
at the station terminus for passengers
intending to continue their journey
northwards by the Duke of Montrose’s 7-
mile-long 19th century road over a 796ft-
high summit and well-known viewpoint, into
the heart of the Trossachs.
In 1932, the old and narrow ‘Duke’s Route’
was replaced by a modern road, the
opening of which led to an increase in
vehicle transport, and in due course was
to hasten the demise of the railway in favour
of the motor car. The Aberfoyle line was of
interest as it passed through four shires
— Lanark, Dunbarton, Stirling and Perth
— on its circuitous 34-mile-long route from
Glasgow.

Under Parliamentary powers obtained in
1845, the first 5.25 miles of the line which
branched northwards from the Edinburgh
& Glasgow Railway main line junction at
Lenzie, 6.75 miles from Glasgow (Queen
Street) station, was opened for traffic as
far as Lennoxtown on 5 July 1849. Later
advertised and promoted by the North
British Railway as an excursion line, the
Campsie branch, as the first section of the
line became known, provided a day-out by
rail for generations of Glaswegians and their
families, and brought the rural delights of
the countryside within easy reach of
Clydeside’s industrial sprawl. New housing
areas were developed within rail
commuting distance of Glasgow, and
stations were built at Kirkintilloch the main-
line junction station — and at Milton.
Kirkintilloch, was renamed Kirkintilloch
Junction until December 1849, after which
date it was again renamed Campsie
Junction, whilst by 1867 its name was
further altered to Lenzie Junction. In 1890

it became known as Lenzie,
and today the station is still
served by the modern
commuter trains between
Glasgow (Queen Street) and
Edinburgh (Waverley). In June
1912 Milton station became
officially known as Milton of
Campsie.
In 1860, a separate company,
the Blane Valley Railway, was
formed to extend the line
westwards from Lennoxtown,
and in the following year the
new railway which skirted the
foothills of the Campsie Fells
reached Killearn — a distance

of 8.25 miles. Before the completion of the
extension from Lennoxtown, the Edinburgh
& Glasgow Railway, who had agreed to
work the line, was amalgamated with the
North British Railway in July 1865. The
Blane Valley Railway was opened for
goods and passenger traffic on 1 July
1867, under North British Railway
administration.
A quarter of a mile south of Lennoxtown
station the Blane Valley Railway joined the
branch line from Lenzie at Blane Valley
Junction. A separate station, Lennoxtown
(Blane Valley) was built on the new line,
whilst the original terminus was renamed
Lennoxtown (Old) station, which was used
for goods traffic only after its closure to
passengers in October 1881.  Earlier, on
26 May 1856, a single-line railway was
opened between Stirling and Balloch, on
Loch Lomond. Known as the Forth & Clyde
Junction Railway, the cross- country line

(see map), was worked by and leased to
the North British Railway, together with the
Stirling & Dunfermline Railway. It was built
mainly for coal transportation from the
Fifeshire Coalfields to the River Clyde for
export. The 30-mile-long line, serving an
area of sparse population, struggled to
remain financially solvent, and the railway
was never to achieve the traffic
expectations envisaged by the promoters.
In 1865 a short extension of the Blane
Valley Railway was authorised to be built
between Killearn and the Forth & Clyde
Junction Railway at Gartness, but owing
to the lack of capital for the project the
proposed railway was temporarily
abandoned. However, by 1890, the newly-
formed Strathendrick & Aberfoyle Railway
was promoted, which enabled the 2.75-
mile-long gap in the railway to Gartness
Junction to be completed. The construction
of a 6-mile-long branch railway line
northwards to Aberfoyle from Buchlyvie,
situated on the Forth & Clyde Junction
Railway, over an area of heather and bog
known as Flanders Moss, was also
planned.
It was originally intended that the proposed
railway would continue north-westwards
from Aberfoyle to the village of Inversnaid
on the eastern shores of Loch Lomond.
This would provide a connection point for
the steamer services on the loch, but
objections to the proposal from the Duke
of Montrose put paid to the possible
extension, and the rai1way terminated at
Aberfoyle. Both extensions of the railway
were opened to traffic on 1 October 1882.

The Aberfoyle Line - part 1

A view of Aberfoyle station in the early years of this century. The
engine on the passenger train is a North British Railway Wheatley
Class ‘E’ 0-6-0, No 359, which had been rebuilt by Holmes and was
destined to survive until 1926 as LNER ‘J31’ No 10144. Courtesy
Mrs M.P. Johnson

Article reproduced with kind permission from
Steam Days, November 1997

Part 2 in next issue
to be continued.....



11

Playworker (Re-advert)
 £14,241 - £14,940 (pro rata)
South Trossachs Out of  Ref CS689
School Care, Aberfoyle
20 hours per week (longer during 
school holidays)
You will support the Project Co-ordinator in delivering high quality out 
of school care for children attending South Trossachs Out of School 
Care, Aberfoyle.
You will have or be willing to undertake SVQ3 in Playwork, Childcare or 
equivalent and be eligible for registration with Scottish Social Services 
Council.  Experience of working with children in a group setting and a 
child-centred approach are essential as are enthusiasm, reliability and the 
commitment to delivering a high quality service.
*Stirling Council is committed to ensuring the safety of vulnerable 
people and our recruitment process is designed to support this.  
The preferred applicant for this post will be subject to a Disclosure 
Scotland check.

� 01786 443426 � cshumanresources@stirling.gov.uk  

CVs not accepted.
Closing date for completed applications is Friday 11 April 2008. 

Stirling Council
www.stirling.gov.uk/jobs 

For an application pack: call or email (see details above, quoting ref).

John & Stuart

Boyd
Plumbing & Heating Engineers

Registered Gas & Oil Fitters

FREE ESTIMATES

Contact information
John: 01877382488

mob 07703183105
Stuart: 01877382515

mob 07801710584

We also offer Tuesday morning painting classes,
including lunch, just £5. Call for details!

YOU'LL LOVE TUESDAYS 
...AT GARTMORE HOUSE

Gartmore, Stirling, FK8 3RS

Book now for our 
'Treat Yourself Tuesday'

day classes

• 29 April
Flower Arranging

• 1 July / 2 September 
Watercolour Painting

• 2 December 
Christmas Crafts

Cost £16.50 (including lunch)

Call us on 01877 382 991 or
email info@gartmorehouse.com
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Contributions welcome. Contact David Wilkie on 01877 382258 or email david.wilkie@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

A View from the Lodge!
(photo courtesy of John McKinlay)
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Husky Heaven Bluebells come early
During any given season, there are a number of ‘happenings’
within the forest park that are not generally advertised or open to
the public. In Forestry Commission speak, these events are
termed as ‘permissions’. Basically, this means that outside
organisations are able to ‘hire’ parts of the forest for the purposes
of filming and such like, on approval, or at a cost. Due to the
closed season inactivity at The Lodge, I was afforded a rare
opportunity of attending one such occurrence, in the shape of the
Aberfoyle leg of the annual husky racing calendar, held over the
9th and 10th of February, slightly to the south of the famed Doon
Hill. In truth, it initially required a great deal of willpower on a rare
weekend off to cast aside my warm duvet at the ungodly hour of
7.00am to prepare myself for the occasion. The effort was well
rewarded, however, as I trudged closer to the site, and the howling
echoes of the huskies increased in volume. The level of activity,
the competitive nature and collective spirit of the participants,
together with the wondrous visual experience of so many beautiful
creatures gathered in one place was both mesmerising and
humbling. There was an added bonus when fellow roving reporter,
Dougie MacPherson along with his wife Bridget and the Innis Ard
huskies Chew-Chin, Cat, Blossom, Lingo and Sneaker, carried
off the spoils on both days. As an unashamed dog lover, my
memories of the day will stay with me for many years to come,
and the strange thing is, it all took place while most of Aberfoyle
slept.

As reported last issue, the coffee shop at The Lodge has now changed
hands. The extensive renovations required for the changeover
unfortunately led to unexpected delays, and apologies are due to those
customers who turned up only to find it closed during January and
February. It is to the credit of the owners and hard-working staff of The
Bluebell Café that the doors finally opened for business on time on
Saturday 1st March, despite numerous technical hitches. In light of these
problems, together with having to deal with unfamiliar surroundings
and the acute expectations of a confused community, it was not entirely
surprising the initial reactions from the visitors were muted. In the
ensuing days, however, I sensed a calming amongst the staff as they
began to settle in, and show a willingness to adapt to customer
requirements, which indicated to me that The Bluebell Café has a
large part to play in the future of The Lodge. This was exemplified by
the flamboyant nature of the official launch on the evening of Friday 7th

March, as a large number of invited guests, to the accompaniment of a
jazz band, were treated to champagne and a superb selection of
canapés.

Comment:
There is no denying the fact that the advent of the new café, and, for that
matter, the Go Ape Adventure course last season, has taught us there
is a circumspect approach to change on the part of many of our regular
visitors. The simple truth of the matter is that The Forestry Commission
is merely falling into line with modern-day demands. I have no wish to
appear sanctimonious here, as I will always retain personal concerns
that The Lodge is moving in the right direction.These concerns, though,
are based on deep rooted feelings for the place, and I feel the important
thing to remember is that The David Marshall Lodge will, despite change,
remain, and endure as an iconic institution, unique in stature, saturated
in character, and steeped in history. Each and every one of us should
feel nothing but intense pride that we have on our doorstep our very
own crown jewel.

John, Dino, Petra, Matt, Suzie, Mike and Mario pictured at the launch.

Dougie sets a poor example to
the youth by not wearing his
safety helmet whilst riding his
tricycle out in the forest
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Rangers Corner
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO?
From time to time, it is worth reminding our visitors, and guests, of the
spectacular choice of events, activities and facilities on offer at the DML
over a season. So, in no particular order, here is a sampler of what to
expect, and enjoy, during 2008, at The Lodge, and beyond.
Forest Crafts Shop, Ranger Talks, Barn Owl Ringing, Geology Trail,
Hypnotherapy, Cycle Routes, Fungi Forays, Bluebell Cafe, Adventure
Playground, Chill Out Crafts, Red Squirrel Hide, Easter Fun Day, Go
Ape High Wire assault course, RSPB Talks, Chainsaw Carving, Candlelit
walks, Bird Feeding Station, Geo Hunting , Junior Ranger Club, Home
Baking, Treasure Hunts, Waterfall Trail, Disabled Access, Stargazing
Events, Birthday Parties, Reflexology, Wild in the Woods Weekend, Xmas
Trees, Raffles, Conference and Training facilities, Tawny Owl Ringing,
Mini-Bus Tours, Mushroom Festival, Deer Rut Event, Horse Riding,
Craft Fairs, Live Folk Music, Indian Head
Massage, BBQ’S, Dog Day Event, Picnic Areas,
Bat Watches, Corporate Days, Orienteering,
Bluebell Festival, DML History Talks, Carol
Singing, Life Science Management, Yoga, The
Walking Theatre Company, Car Rallies, Sunday
Carvery, Fishing Permits, Bird Box Building,
Morris Dancing, Weddings, Aromatherapy, Mountain Rescue Day, Textile
Art Exhibition, Ceilidh, Environmental Day, Dry Sledging Slope, Youth
Campsite Facilities, Duck Races, Winter Birds Day, Halloween Party,
Children’s Play Area, Lumberjill Statue, Doon Hill Guided Faerie Walks,
Eco Living Weekend, Firewalking, and, of course, our live Wildwatch
Viewing Room ( this year - Osprey, Peregrine Falcon, Barn Owl, Blue
Tit, Red Squirrel, Buzzard, Swallow and Woodland Birds ); not to mention
the spectacular views, the special atmosphere, and the friendly staff.
Will that do it?

Bluebell Cafe, before & after

Captured here are Andrew, David & Amy Ferguson,
 the very first customers at the Bluebell Cafe

On 15th February, in the sunshine at the Waterfall of the Little Fawn,
Barry Muir proposed to Vivien Marshall.  She said yes!

Katy’s expression on discovering a chocolate fountain is deserving of a
caption with dubious undertones. However, this is a family newspaper...

DML Notice Board
Into the void we go.

GO-APE OPENING WEEK
Friday 14th March – Thursday 20th March
To celebrate the start of the season, there is the special offer of two for
the price of one admission.
EASTER FUN DAY
Sunday 23rd March    11.00am – 4.00pm
7.30 am Six Churches Service
11.00 am – 4.00 pm    Treasure Hunt
12.00 – 3.00 pm     Egg Decorating Competition (bring your own egg) £1
12.00 – 3.00 pm     Nest Box Building ( £1 donation )
12.00 noon and 2.00 pm     Duck Racing ( £1 )
1.00 pm & 3.00 pm       Spring Guided Walk To The Squirrel Hide (£2.50)
Guided walks must be booked in advance on 01877 382258.
An Easter roast lunch and BBQ will also be available from the Bluebell
Cafe. 
OSPREYS RETURN
Sunday 13th April    11.00am –4.00 pm
An event to celebrate the return of The Trossachs ospreys from West
Africa. The wildwatch viewing centre within The Lodge will capture all
the drama live on camera
DOG DAY AFTERNOON
Sunday 4th May    12.00 noon –4.00 pm
This free event, now in its third year, is growing in stature, and offers a
wide range of dog related themes, including agility shows, rescue dogs,
grooming demonstrations and pet checks. Phone for details.
David Marshall Lodge hotline  01877 382 258. Open seven days.
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St Mary’s Episcopal ChurchAberfAberfAberfAberfAberfoooooyle and Pyle and Pyle and Pyle and Pyle and Port oort oort oort oort offfff
Menteith Parish ChurchMenteith Parish ChurchMenteith Parish ChurchMenteith Parish ChurchMenteith Parish Church
From the Manse
I’m newly arrived here in Aberfoyle as the
Church of Scotland minister.  My previous
charge was in the rural Perthshire parish of
Ardler, Kettins and Meigle where I enjoyed
six happy years.
Even when we want to, moving on is always difficult and we
always take something with us - namely our memories.
As I waded through oceans of bubble wrap unpacking this
week I found myself remembering so many things that
happened to a newly minted minister (it was my first charge).
One I shall never forget.  It was a funeral, a sad but happy
one, in that the old lady had lived long, happily and
graciously.   Every funeral is always a community event in
rural life, and this was no different.  As folk arrived I stood at
the church door to greet them and happened to look out to
see a bottle protruding from the branches of a yew tree.  I
didn’t want people to see that as they left the church so I
retrieved the bottle and pondered where to hide it.  As luck
would have it, a large group of mourners arrived at that very
moment, somewhat startled to see the minister resplendent
in her robes and clutching a half-empty bottle of Buckfast.
In the midst of death, we were in life, you could say.
Which of course brings me to Easter.  It’s just around the
corner - a time for life out of death, joy out of fear.  And
though we may think we have Easter cracked as well as
we crack open our Easter eggs, Easter is still a puzzling
time.  For me in my new ministry here in Aberfoyle linked
with Port of Menteith, it’s a chance to experience a new life
in a new parish, and to travel on in faith with new
companions.  But we don’t all have to flit to do that - the
call of God has always been for us to let go of some of our
experiences in order to move on to new understandings of
the world, ourselves and God.  We travel together in promise
and hope.  I am looking forward to it.  Mind you, once I have
experienced the promised (threatened?) midges, I’ve a
feeling more reflections might be on the way.
Happy Easter
God bless you
Linda

The joy of Easter
What were the feelings of the first followers of Christ when
they discovered their master risen from the dead? We
cannot be certain, for the scriptures reveal little about the
inner thoughts of anyone following the resurrection. So
we can only imagine how they might have felt.
Occasionally however, fate has decreed that the living come face to
face with someone thought dead. Such experience might shed light on
the feelings of those followers confronted with the risen Christ upon the
first Easter Day.
It was the year 1919. The first war had just finished and there was great
effort everywhere to pick up the threads of life. Much though had changed
during those previous four years. For example at the outbreak of war,
the aeroplane, then a bundle of canvas and wires, was little better than
a toy. But the needs of warfare had galvanised aircraft designers and
engineers to improve their products beyond recognition. By 1919, the
aeroplane was fast developing into a relatively sophisticated piece of
machinery. It was now capable of being aloft for days rather than hours.
The world was agog with what the flying machine might next achieve.
This explains why the Daily Mail offered a £10,000 prize to the crew of
the first aeroplane to cross the Atlantic non-stop. Several crews showed
interest including the Australian test pilot Harry Hawker, and the British
engineer Kenneth Mackenzie-Grieve. Hawker persuaded his employer
Sopwith to build them a plane suitable for the journey. Crucially as it
transpired, Sopwith incorporated into the design a boat attached to the
undercarriage of the plane in case the unthinkable happened.
It did. Hawker and Grieve took off from Mount Pearl in Newfoundland on
the 8th May. Several hours into the flight, the primitive wireless broke
down. Later the radiator overheated and after a flight of some fourteen
hours, the plane fell from the sky into the Atlantic Ocean.
Those that awaited the plane’s arrival were at first anxious, and then as
hours turned to days, plunged into grief. Andrew Paterson, Australia’s
leading poet was commissioned to write a poem of eulogy in
remembrance of his brave fellow countryman. Pending the discovery of
the bodies a memorial service was arranged in London.
For a moment we retrace our steps to the 8th May. As Hawker realised
that the attempt was about to fail, he turned the plane due south in the
hope that it might yet reach a shipping lane before it expired; this was
achieved. The Danish ship the SS Mary soon hove into view, and took
the stricken airmen aboard. The boat was not though equipped with
radio and it took some days before the ship was able to transfer the
airmen to another ship. Eventually both were put ashore at Scapa Flow.
Only then could news could be given of their survival. From Scotland
the two travelled by train in haste to London, just in time to meet those
gathered for the memorial service. The reaction of all concerned is best
left to the imagination, but no doubt there was great joy and relief.
No doubt Christ’s appearance brought similar feelings to his followers,
but he rose from the dead not merely to bring relief and happiness to
those closest to him. There was something far more to Christ’s
resurrection than that. Perhaps next time we might think not so much
about the joy, but the mystery and meaning of Easter.
St Mary’s Church, Main Street Aberfoyle FK8 3UJ
Wedding and Baptism enquiries always welcomed by contacting Richard
Grosse, Rector on 01877 382887 or email richard_grosse@hotmail.com
Services at 11.15 each Sunday
Preacher and celebrant on the 20th April: The Right Reverend David
Chillingworth Bishop of St Andrews.

Aberfoyle and Port of
Menteith Guild
Since the start of the year we
have had two very enjoyable
meetings. In January we had
a very successful Scots
Afternoon, enjoying local talent.
February saw us racking our
brains as Margaret McKeand
led us in a Bible Quiz. This was
an afternoon of fun and
fellowship. Our next meeting is
on 17th March when Rev. Dr.
Angus Stewart will speak on
“Milestones or Millstones”.
This will also be a Guest
Afternoon when there will be
friends from Kippen, Killin and
Drymen. This will be the last
meeting for this session and
we look forward to our Annual
Sale on Sat. 16th August – more
details in the next issue of
Strathard News.

Six Churches
Together

The Six Churches of the Carse
have journeyed through Lent
and reach the end of their
journey at the David Marshall
Lodge on the 23rd March.  The
Celebrations reach a glorious
climax on Easter Sunday
morning at 8am when an
outdoor service is held.  An
invitation is extended to all to
come along to the David
Marshall Lodge Aberfoyle and
sing the praise of Jesus Christ
Crucified and Risen.  Tea, coffee
and filled breakfast rolls will be
served following the Service.
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ReikiReikiReikiReikiReiki

   W   W   W   W   Waaaaayyyyy
Mobile Reiki Healing

June Symmons
    Tel: 01877 389309    Mobile: 07768 687475

 Please telephone for Brochure and costs/quotation
         Costs based on location andrequirements

     Reduced rates for Senior Citizens, offers available
 ‘Reiki for you and your family ~ at your location’

 Aberfoyle Post Office

Shop OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Sat: 8am -5.30 Sun: 11am – 5.30pm

Save endangered species!
Support your  POST OFFICES

Pop in to see our range of insurances,
and savings products.

Save for Christmas with the
Post Office Christmas Club

Core Paths Plan On Right Track For Adoption
PLANNING the production of Stirling’s first ever Core Paths Plan is nearing the end of the road.  Stirling Council
has agreed that the final draft of the Core Paths Plan can now enter the formal adoption process, which requires
12-weeks of public consultation starting from Monday April 21, 2008.
Local people will be given an opportunity to examine the final draft of Stirling Council’s Core Paths Plan for the
proposed creation of 222 miles of core paths across the district.  Following the initial 12-week consultation a
further 12-weeks will be allowed to try and resolve any formal objections to the Plan.  A survey of the proposed
paths shows that 620 signposts, 68 gates and 10 bridges will be needed for the 222 miles of paths at an
estimated cost of £220,000.  Scottish Natural Heritage has agreed to contribute towards the cost of this work, which is expected to
take up to two years to complete.
Stirling Council’s Countryside Service has led on the development and consultation of the Draft Core Paths Plan, which was scrutinised
over a 15-month period between July 2006 and September 2007 by more than 2700 people.
The Countryside Service worked closely with local people and communities throughout the district to identify where people walk,
cycle and horse ride around their local area. This information was used to prepare the draft Core Paths Plan for the Stirling Council
area.  The Countryside Service carried out this work in response to the Scottish Parliament’s Land Reform legislation.  A requirement
of which is the production of a plan for a system of ‘core paths’.  The Final Draft Core Paths Plan can be viewed at Stirling Council
libraries (including mobile libraries), local offices, Stirling Auction marts and on the Council website between Monday 21 April and
Monday 14 July 2008.
Drop-in sessions to view the Plan, make comments and talk to Countryside Officers have also been arranged at the following venues:
Venue Date Time
Albert Halls – Lesser Hall Wed 23 April 2pm to 5pm & 6pm to 9pm
Thornhill – Norrieston Church Hall Wed 30 April 2pm to 5pm & 6pm to 9pm
Killearn – Village Hall Wed 7 May 2pm to 5pm & 6pm to 9pm
Bannockburn – Lounge Room, Mayfield Centre Mon 12 May 2pm to 5pm & 6pm to 9pm
Dunblane – Lesser Hall, Victoria Halls Tue 20 May 2pm to 5pm & 6pm to 9pm
Kippen – Kippen Recreation Club, Reading Room Wed 28 May 2pm to 5pm & 6pm to 9pm

If you wish to take out an annual subscription please complete the
information slip and post it to: The Treasurer, Strathard News, Garrison
Cottage, Inversnaid, FK8 3TU.
Cheques for £10 made payable to Strathard News

Name:____________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Post Code:_____________        TEl No:_________________

Date:______________________

support@microcroft.co.uk

computer repairs - online and on the road

Computer M.O.T’s - while you wait
PC Pest Control - all viruses destroyed

Mobile Computer Spares Service
Remote Support - online/phone

PC Doctor - health checks

01877 382 994
www.microcroft.co.uk

support@microcroft.co.uk
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01877 382473

BLACK BULL HOTEL
GARTMORE

BAR LUNCHES AND AN EXTENSIVE
EVENING MENU AVAILABLE EVERY DAY
FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

(100 MAXIMUM)
*CARRY OUT MENU NOW AVAILABLE*

OPEN ALL DAY
01877 382225

www.blackbullgartmore.co.uk

Contractors

Tel: 01877 387202
Mob: 07803 615924

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

woodland & timber services
tree surgery

firewood
fencing

chemical spraying

Forthvale

I think most of us would agree that people’s
interests are as diverse as there are
individuals in our society and this is
probably quite clearly reflected in the
Internet and the websites available,
including every hobby and pastime under
the sun, bordering, it has to be said, on
the downright cranky - or weird - to be more
polite.  Of all the websites on offer one of
the most unusual is that of the ‘Dull Men’s
Club’, sub-headed ‘Born To Be Mild’, and
it is this attitude of quiet, unchallenging
boredom that strikes you when you look
at the website.
The website states that it’s contributors
are ‘freed from the pressures of being smart
and trendy’ and are able to pursue their
interests to their hearts content, most of
these interests being, to be honest, really
obscure, although I don’t know if that is
the right word.  For example, take one
study which is on airport carousels (No,
I’m not kidding!  And it gets better, later!).
Apparently, an analysis done of luggage
carousels done at 376 airports globally,
discovered that 44.8% rotate anti-
clockwise, 29% clockwise.  I know, I know,
if you’re still awake you are asking what
about the other 15.2%?  I find there is no
answer to that.  I really don’t.
The readers and contributors do seem to
have rich and varied cultural backgrounds,
there being several museums mentioned
on this site.  For example, we have a
Gasworks Museum in Biggar which would
be excellent for a visit as it is fairly close
to home, if your interest lies in that subject.
Other such esoteric museums are further
afield, being all down south which might
be no bad thing for our mental health.  There
is a Potted Meat Museum which,

presumably, would be no good for
vegetarians, an Apron Museum, a Safety
Razor Museum (but no Open Razor
establishment which might seem a tad
strange) and a Needle Museum in
Redditch, which pins its hopes on more
customers. You have to admit, reading the
above, we really must be a nation of boring
saddos indulging our tastes for the
minutiae of life.
This can be best reflected in a study of
10,000 people around the world who were
asked for one word which could best
describe Britain.  They said ‘predictable’.
That hurts, just a bit.  Apparently everyone
likes us, we were named the 4th best
country although we do not know what
were the top three. Nevertheless, I suppose
we should be congratulated on being just
fairly dull.  There are examples of our
‘homeliness’ if that be the right word.  There
is the story going back to 1995 when
Blackburn Rovers won the Premiership.
After the match a reporter asked Alan
Shearer what he would be doing to
celebrate.  “I’m going home to creosote
the fence,” was his reply.
Now, though, we have the burning
question: why is it, I hear you ask, that
there is a club purely for dull men? What
about the opposite sex?  Why is their no
club or website catering for women who
are dull?  I have pondered deeply and long
on this conundrum and have finally
reached a solution, of sorts.  The answer
is there are no dull women!  Women are,
by their very nature, the opposite of dull.
Perhaps it is because the ladies have
certain attributes that distract us mere men
from our normally judgemental view of life.
I think this might be the case but I don’t
think we should pursue that line too far. It

Dull Men’s Club
by Dougie McPherson

could end us in hot water.  Instead let us
look at the pluck of those ladies of
diminutive stature (wee wummen, to the
cognoscenti amongst you) who daily
struggle with their enormous 4 x 4s, the
‘Chelsea Tractors’, and who still are able
to clamber into these overly large vehicles,
let alone see over the steering wheel
without the help of a whoopee cushion.
Now that takes courage, being able to drive
a vehicle transparently far too big for you,
and surely is something to be proud of.  It
certainly displays a lack of ‘dullness’, the
sole preserve of us men, alas, and its
antithesis is the six foot bloke squeezing
into a wee Mini.
But I have kept the best till last.  There are
many other interesting facts which can be
gleaned from this site such as the virtual
Museum (I don’t quite know what the
‘virtual’ part means) of Airsickness Bags –
unused – one hopes, and the recently
acquired knowledge that last month,
February, was National Bird Feeding
Month.  ‘Haud Me Back’ as they say in
polite Glasgow café society.  But the best
is yet to come:  it is called,
‘Cheddarvision’.  A mounted camera is
pointed at the savoury(?) sight of a very
large cheese, Cheddar in variety, obviously,
slowly maturing.  You can watch it mature.
Luckily there are no olfactory senses
involved and the cheese is seen in half light.
Whilst you are gazing upon it, the time
clock is ticking the days, hours, minutes,
seconds and milliseconds of its slowly
evolving maturity.  Don’t you wish you were
dull?
Incidentally, the star of the show has been
called ‘Wedginald’.  Enough said, I think.
As there is nothing on television tonight, I
think I’ll open the fridge and gaze at my
Kraft Slices.  Live Life At The Edge!
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Open 7 days a week 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
breakfast served 10 a.m. - 11.30 a.m.

lunches served from 12 noon till 4 p.m.
tea and cakes served all day untill 5 p.m.

Our staff are looking forward to seeing all our customers again
and are raring to go for the upcoming busy season.

re-opening for business Friday 21st March

Remember, we have full disabled parking and access into the tearoom, disabled toilets and can
move furniture to make seating accessable to those who need it.  We still have the best lochside
view in the area and our outside seating is available to both able-bodied and disabled customers.

We have introduced some new items into our menu
including a wider range of gluten free products.

As you know we use local fresh produce as much as we can
and if we can’t source what we need locally then we make it ourselves!!

Kinlochard Lochside
Kinlochard, Aberfoyle

This is going to be a great season for us and we look forward to seeing
you all come in through the doors of THE WEE BLETHER again.

So come on in, the kettle will be on from the 21st march. See you then.
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We are pleased to announce that we now offer a full mechanical Service and Repair facility.
If your vehicle is still within the manufacturer’s warranty we can service it within the
manufacturer’s schedule using their parts whilst continuing their warranties for the full period. 
Of course we will offer this service at considerably less cost than the main dealer.  We also offer
an uplift and courtesy car service.
INTERESTING!!!
Motorists in the UK could save more than £100 million a year if they switch to independent
garages for servicing, new Government figures show.  But the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) says
86% per cent of business still goes to franchised dealers, despite new rules letting owners get
work done outside the network without invalidating the warranty.  A new OFT report says the
average bill is 40 per cent cheaper at an independent garage but only 14% of owners took
advantage of this.  Those who left the dealer network in the two years after the warranty servicing
rules were changed in 2003 collectively saved £30 million.  But if every driver had followed suit,
this could have been £214 million - or £107 million a year.

Vehicles for Sale

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call Keni or Sheena

Janefield, Ruskie, Stirlingshire, FK8 3LG
Tel: 01786 850500 Fax: 01786 850555

Email: directvehicleopt@aol.com

Volkswagen Golf 1.6 FSi S 5 Door, (06/56) 6 Speed in Black. Air Con, Alloys, CD, 9,000 Miles. 
£10,995

Mercedes S 320 CDi (06/56) Silver with Black Leather, List New £64,800.00, As New 9,000 Miles. 
£44,500

Ford Fiesta 1.2 LX 5 Door (04/04) Silver, 26,000 Miles. £5,450

Vauxhall Astra 1.4 Active Estate (05/05) 1 Owner, 9,400 Miles in Blue. £6,750

Volkswagen Golf 4 Motion 2.8 5Door (03/53) Silver with Black Leather, Big Spec. Car, FSH,
48,000 Miles.  £8,450

Ford Focus 1.6LX Auto (04/54) In Silver, 14,500 Miles, Immaculate Car.  £6,750

Mercedes E280 CDi Elegance (06/56) Burgandy with Black Leather  Electric Memory Seats, CD,
Dual Climate, 9,200 Miles  £26,750

Nissan Micra 1.2 SE 5 Door (04/54) In Blue Metallic, 22,000 Miles, FSH,  £5450
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NOT HERE…. BUT NEAR!
THE STRATHENDRICK SINGERS
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
After their Spring Concert on 30th March
of this year, the Strathendrick Singers
will resume in September when new
members will be very welcome to
audition.  Please contact choir
Secretary, K Heron (01360 551174) to
arrange an appointment. 
Strathendrick Singers Spring Concert will
be held in Killearn Kirk on Sunday 30th
March at 7.00pm.  Tickets available from
choir members.
 
 

Leonardo comes to Stirling
The Stirling Smith has been given the unique
opportunity to be the sole Scottish Venue for
an exhibition of the works of Leonardo da
Vinci celebrating the 60th Birthday of the
Prince of Wales.
Ten of the Royal Collection’s finest drawings
by the Renaissance master Leonardo da
Vinci will travel to museums and galleries
across the United Kingdom in 2008-9.  The
exhibition, which will be supported by the
Friends of the Smith, will visit The Stirling
Smith Art Gallery and Museum in Stirling from
8 August to 2 November 2008.
The Stirling Smith, Chairman of the Trustees,
Cllr Colin O’Brien said: “Clearly, this is a very
special opportunity for our Art Gallery and
Museum and one which we plan to seize
enthusiastically.  However, this will be an
expensive project – the additional security
required is a huge cost in itself – and we are
looking for financial assistance.
“The Smith hopes for the support of the
Stirling business community and the public
to make this exhibition happen.  We need
widespread financial aid, of any amount and
at least one major sponsor for this very
special exhibition.  This could also provide
an opportunity for businesses to be more
involved with the Stirling Smith on a regular
basis.”
For more information please contact Dr
Elspeth King on 01786 471917
museum@smithartgallery.demon.co.uk or
Cllr Colin O’Brien on 01786 442260
obrienc@stirling.gov.uk.

T.A.G.S.(Third Age Group Strathendrick)
The October holiday this year is
to Madeira on Monday 20th -27rd
October ’08.
Hotel Dorisol Buganvilia,3 star,  DB&B.
Total price: £609 per person + £15
insurance. Daily Entertainment
programme during the day and live shows
every night.  Single Supplement £120
per room. Hotel information at
www.dorisol.com. The flights are from
Edinburgh  at 13:00 and returning to
 Edinburgh at 21.45. Book with Joan the
secretary immediately so that the flights
can be booked. Booking forms in Balfron
Library. Secretary 01360 449253 noon -
7pm.ONLY.
The next TAGS Day trip is on Thursday
27th March to Fowlis Easter near
Dundee, with a morning stop at Perth
Mart and afternoon stop at Glendoick
Garden Centre near Perth. Mike Bath of
Historic Scotland will give a guided tour
of St. Marnock’s Church. Cost is £15.
Coach picks up at Callander
Dreadnaught hotel 8.50am. Gartmore
9.20am,Drymen 9.35 am,Killearn 9.50
am,Balfron Clinic 10 am,Cotton Street
10.05 am 
Buchlyvie 10.15 am, Book with Balfron
Library 01360 440407. There are still
places on all this years holidays.
www.tag-strathendrick.org.

“Walk In The Park” Set To Start In April
Have you ever thought it would be a good
idea to get out more and enjoy the fresh
air but never had the confidence to go it
alone? Then why not come along to the
new weekly walking group starting in
Callander on 22nd April. It is not restricted
to Callander residents and welcomes
people from other neighbouring
communities. The new walk programme on
offer will initially last 10 weeks (see
schedule) and information will be available
at local doctors’ surgeries, pharmacies, the
McLaren Leisure Centre, shops and places
of interest. The walks which all start at
10.30am will be short (approx 30 – 45
minutes) and are aimed at people who
haven’t exercised for some time, who are
recovering from illness or an operation and
for groups such as Mother and Toddlers to
get out and about (all walks are buggy
friendly). They are very informal and there
is no requirement to register in advance.
As we know Callander is already well
served with walking groups such as the
walks led by the University of the Third Age
(U3A), Healthy Hearts, the McLaren
Leisure Centre and the Callander Rambling
Club. However, this programme of health
walks is to give people who have not
already got the walking bug a taste of both
the social and health benefits and from
there to progress onto these other
excellent walking groups. (Details of the
Rambling group who run 3 different levels
of walk for experienced walkers can be
obtained from Caledonian Countrywear in
Callander.)
A key part of the project is volunteer walk
leaders who not only lead the walks but
also encourage those taking part.  The
project is currently seeking volunteer walk
leaders to lead walks in the Callander and
Aberfoyle area.  Local training is provided
for volunteers interested in becoming walk
leaders.  For more information about the
project and volunteering contact Tricia
Cumming on 01786 432323 or Scott
Ashworth on 01389 722114.

Stirling Enterprise (STEP) Business Gateway
will hold two free drop-in business clinics in
Callander during the month of March 2008.
Business Start-Up Adviser, Jim Fraser, will
be stationed at the Loch Lomond & The
Trossachs National Park Authority local office
on Thurs 6th and Thurs 27th March 2pm– 4pm
Anyone interested in accessing some FREE
and informal advice relating to a potential or
existing new business venture or enterprise
is encouraged to attend on the day. Jim is
particularly keen to speak to any youngsters
from the Callander area aged between 18
and 30 who might be thinking about getting
a business off the ground.  He commented: 
“The £1,000 Young Persons Business Start-
Up Grant will come to a close on 31st March
2008 and we are keen to encourage those
thinking about starting up in business or at
the early stages of getting started – and who
fit the criteria - to act now and not miss out
on this valuable funding opportunity”  

For further information, please contact
Caroline Brown, Stirling Enterprise (STEP)
Business Gateway on
Tel: 01786 463416 or E-mail:
cbrown@stirling-enterprise.co.uk
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School Report.....
Inversnaid Primary SchoolAberfoyle Primary School

6/7 Burns Supper
On the evening of Thursday the 31st January,
primary 6/7 hosted a Burns Supper at the
Memorial Hall to a full house.
We started off with a warm welcome and
then we gave some entertainment e.g. poems,
toasts, speeches, songs and music.
Michael was our chairperson and he did a
great job!  Bethan and Kirsty recited a
Scottish poem called ‘I wish I was a Fairy.’
Lewis made a toast to the lassies and
Danielle and Bethan gave the reply.
There were other poems, such as:  ‘A Man’s
A Man for all That’ recited by Stephen and
‘My love is like a red red rose …’ by Lewis.
The Address to the Haggis was given by
Stewart when he stabbed the haggis. He was
very funny too!
Danielle gave the Selkirk Grace and Kirsty
and Jack piped in the haggis.  The immortal
memory was read by Megan and Connor gave
a vote of thanks.
Kirsty  bravely sang Scots Wha Hae all on
her own ,without any instruments.
We finished off with Auld Lang Syne where
Stephen and Nathan helped with the music.
The audience joined in with the singing. We
had a delicious supper donated by the Co-
operative and not forgetting some tasty
shortbread – yum!
All parents and grandparents were great at
helping us set up and clear away. Mrs
Jennings was a great help in cooking the
haggis as was Mrs Simpson.
Mrs Peddle and Mrs Crawford were brilliant
at helping us to organise the whole event.
We think it was an outstanding evening and
we know everyone had a fantastic time!

By Bethan Peddle P7

Racism
All of P3/4 have been working on poems about
racism. This is Kaitlyn Boyd’s acrostic poem
about racism. We think racism is hurtful
and unacceptable.

By Andrew McLean and Scott Tutin.

RACISM
No staring at other people.
Our bodies are different but people are the
same inside.
Respect people.
Always care for other people.
Consider how people feel.
Include other people.
Share your toys with other people who are
not the same colour as you.
Meeting different people is fun.

By Kaitlin Boyd P3

P6 Curling
The P6s at Aberfoyle Primary School
went to Stirling ice rink on Wednesday
6th February to do some curling. They
learnt the proper stance, how to hold
the stone and brush and how to push
off (without falling over). They all had
a great time and learnt so much and
they will be doing some tournaments in
March.

By Poppy Smith

A Freezing Cold Planting Day
Mrs Miller has been coming to give us advice
about our work in the school grounds. On
the 3rd of March Mrs Miller helped us plant
8 raspberry trees, a fir tree, a beech tree,
3 dog bushes and about 12 willow branches
that we cut in January.
First we put on our jackets, our waterproofs
and our wellies. Then we went outside in the
pouring rain! I wished I was inside because
I was so cold but by the time we had got the
wheelbarrow the rain had stopped. We got
some soil from the mole hills because we
have a lot of them.
When we had filled up the wheelbarrow, we
started planting the willow. First we found
a good place that was not too stony. Then
we dug some holes. Annie and Morgan-Leigha
held the willow cuttings so I could put some
of the soil around them. After that the P2s
went inside because they were too cold. Then
Jamie and I planted the raspberry trees,
the fir tree, and the beech tree and dog
bushes. After we planted them we went
inside at last and the P2s went outside to
plant some bulbs.
We hope we get raspberries and flowers in
the summer.

By Eilidh Walker P5

A Report on Eco Work at
Inversnaid Primary School
The Wildlife Hotel
On Mondays Mrs Miller has been visiting
our school to help us work towards our
green flag eco award.  One day she showed
us how to make a wildlife hotel. She had
brought wooden poles, scissors, hammer,
plastic bottles and branches. First we cut
the plastic bottles in half and stuffed
them with moss, stones and pine cones.
Then we tied a big basket to the wooden
poles and hammered them in. Next we
pushed sticks through big holes in the
basket, from one side to the other .That
made shelves. At the bottom of the basket
we put slates. On the second shelf we put
the half bottles full of moss. On the top
shelf we put the half bottles of pine
cones and stones. With the wood that was
left we made a roof shape. We put plastic
bags over it. We found some branches and
we threaded them over the top so the
water could drain off. We hope that lots
of bugs are going to come to live in our
wildlife hotel.

Our stone pile and log pile
On the same day we went to the burn to
get some rocks. We made a stone pile with
the rocks from the burn and put it next to
the hotel. We also made a log pile. Some
insects and animals might come to live
there too.

Jamie Carter P3

The children at Aberfoyle Nursery recently
put on a show for parents and family
members.

The Three Billy Goats Gruff

The children had been practising how to tell
the story of the Three Billy Goats Gruff
by using books, tapes, c.d.s, puppets and
musical instruments. By the time of the ‘live’
show last week (February 6) the children
were confident and clear in their
performance.
The children were really pleased that so
many people were able to watch the show.

Aberfoyle Nursery
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Welcome to the news from Glendrick Roost
As many of you may be  aware we
became unwelcome celebrities for a
short time when the five bigger horses/
ponies residing in Camelon escaped
at the beginning of the year and
travelled three miles into Falkirk. We
had radio, television and newspaper
coverage on their
escapade. Fortunately
they came to no harm
nor did they cause any
damage.
We were lucky enough to
find alternate
accommodation back
locally in Killearn on
Duntreath estate. Our
thanks go to Sir Archie
Edmonstone.
The wee ponies and donkeys have all
been brought inside at long last for the
rest of the winter in a barn on the
outskirts of Fintry. This means we do
not have to travel as far as we have
had to do over the past few months.
At long last after months of lobbying
the powers that be we have managed
to obtain the necessary passports for
the Jersey bullocks, Mingerlay and
Monachyle. This means we are legally
able to move the animals from one
area to another when necessary.
We have had quite a lot of animals in
the last few weeks arriving to be cared
for. Three cats have been taken in -
Holly has been rehomed; Oscar will
probably be with us for life unless a
very special family can be found. He
suffers from Feline Urological
Syndrome - a painful stress induced
condition which at present is being
controlled by diet and medication. Our

third puss is Socrates [ Sox]. He was
born in 1988!!!  He is a wonderful boy
and will stay with us for the rest of  his
life.
Five new rabbits have arrived and five
new guineapigs - three being very
young babies. These will hopefully be

tamed and used at the
many educational visits and
events that we attend
throughout the year .
Orinoco a  beautiful
Orange winged Amazon
parrot has been rescued as
an unwanted pet. He has
moved in to my house until
we finally find our new
premises.  These are still

illuding us!  We have seen several but
one is too far away; one needs an
ENORMOUS  amount spending on it
and lottery funding is difficult to obtain
for animals and one we are waiting to
see if our offer is accepted. Fingers
crossed.
We have been very lucky in our
fundraising venues for the following
months having been offered one
weekend a month at Dobbies in
Milngavie until November. We will be
in attendance over the Easter
weekend and would love to see any
local residents shopping there that
weekend. Both Yodi and Kizzy (Pets
as Therapy disabled Greyhounds)will
be there and as Frodo [blind Labrador]
and Kia [German Shepherd]  are due
to be tested within the next few weeks
there may well be four qualified dogs
there. We also take a few ‘wee furries
‘- guineapigs and rabbits.  This is a
popular attraction and we have been

fortunate in the amount of money
raised on previous visits. Our other
venue is as a seasonal attraction at
Briarlands - the strawberry farm near
the Safari Park in Stirling . We hope to
offer an educational attraction and gain
some necessary funding . Our thanks
go to both businesses for their
support. We will also be attending the
Dog Day at David Marshall Lodge at
the beginning of May and look forward
to meeting visitors to this popular
event.
We will of course still attend  many
local shows and Highland games over
the summer months.
Our resident thief Kizzy [greyhound]
surpassed herself recently by stealing
TWO loaves of bread and a KILO of
spread!! She had broken into the
kitchen and leapt up onto the units to
remove these items. She wouldn’t
share with the other dogs and thus
became a very sick dog. She had to
go to the vet where she was injected
to induce vomiting. Deep chested
dogs like greyhounds can and do
suffer from bloat which  can lead to
twisted gut and death if too much food
is eaten. She never learns and will
steal more food if she can get it.
Nothing gets left in the room she is
in!!!
We  need more volunteers to help with
the many different tasks necessary
with looking after so many animals.
We need people for the animals
themselves; people to help at the many
shows fundraising and people to offer
items for the tombola, newspapers,
towels etc . If you can help with any of
the above please get in touch ;
Mione tel: 07748 351287  Thank you.

Trossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet Cleaning
ServicesServicesServicesServicesServices

Trossachs Carpet Cleaning Services is an
upholstery and carpet cleaner service offering
services throughout Aberfoyle and the
Trossachs. The services we offer include:

Special and contract cleaning services
Spray extraction and upholstering cleaning services

SPECIAL CLEANING TECHNIQUES
COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC CLEANING

Spray extraction and spray cleaning are the most effective ways
of carrying out upholstery and carpet cleaner services. This
specialist style of cleaning consists of spraying a cleaning agent
into the carpet or upholstery which is then instantly extracted
again leaving it clean.
 For more information on the services we have to offer
please do not hesitate to contact us now on

01877-382530

Tel: 01877 382 341/342

GARAGE WORKSHOP

Mot’s while you wait, Mon-Sat
Car and Bus Servicing, Tyres,
 Exhausts, & General Repairs.

ABERFOYLE MOTORS Ltd
Main Street, Aberfoyle, FK8 3UG

01324 625624

Coal Merchant
& Contractor
12-14 Slamannan Road
Falkirk FK1 1LG

R&C LUKE

t/a J. Brown
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DURASHIELD WINDOWS
01877 389 389

Your home represents the single largest investment
you will probably make in your lifetime. When you
consider how much you spend over the years on
decorating and furnishing its interior, the cost of
replacing windows is really a small price to pay to
protect your home from the most severe weather
Strathard can muster.

The new Durashield symphony window has a
distinctive sculptured shape – it looks like real timber
and performance equals aesthetics. No scraping,
no painting, always easy to open and closer, this is
a beautiful, fuss free window system. All frames are
available in brilliant white, rosewood or antique
oak. The fully strengthened symphony frames have
been engineered to meet the needs of the twenty
first century.

All symphony frames are internally glazed with 28mm
PILKINGTON K glass sealed units, meaning they
significantly reduced heat loss compared with
standard double glazing.  We also have an
incredible choice of decorative, stained, ornate or
bevelled glass.

Our own joiners carry out all of our installations and
will leave your as tidy as they found it. All of our
installations are guaranteed for ten years and with
no deposit to pay this is the perfect time to order
your new windows.

WE WILL SUPPLY AND INSTALL SIX WHITE HIGH
SECURITY PVCU WINDOWS FOR ONLY £3599

SHOWROOM @ 62 RANNOCH DRIVE BEARSDEN  0141 942 0033

NEW WINDOWS FOR THE NEW YEAR

Women in the Trossachs

‘In the Pink’
10th May 2008
Saturday 10-4

Come along to The Square in Callander
for a fun event aimed at connecting
women of all ages living in the area. 
Stalls, refreshments, activities, something
for all the family.  Look out for our leaflets
nearer the time or see updates on
www.womeninthetrossachs.org.uk

If you have never tried yoga before, if you practice
regularly or even if you haven’t been for a while, feel
welcome to come along to any of the yoga sessions!

Tuesdays 9:30—11amTuesdays 9:30—11amTuesdays 9:30—11amTuesdays 9:30—11amTuesdays 9:30—11am
 An invigorating fun and flowing session... feel

exhilarated and alive!
Fridays 9:30—11amFridays 9:30—11amFridays 9:30—11amFridays 9:30—11amFridays 9:30—11am

 A relaxing yet rewarding session focusing on
yoga postures, breathing techniques and

relaxation
SaturdaysSaturdaysSaturdaysSaturdaysSaturdays  10—11am10—11am10—11am10—11am10—11am

Unwind after a busy week by  kick starting
your  weekend with this energising hour

session
not every week so please check datesnot every week so please check datesnot every week so please check datesnot every week so please check datesnot every week so please check dates

SundaysSundaysSundaysSundaysSundays   9:30—11am9:30—11am9:30—11am9:30—11am9:30—11am
A quiet and gentle session giving you the time
to relax into and absorb the deep benefits of

each asana
not every week so please check datesnot every week so please check datesnot every week so please check datesnot every week so please check datesnot every week so please check dates

For more info contact Brenda at ChillOut
www.chilloutscotland.com

Tel: 01877 389302
Mob: 07791 385240

 

David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle

Yoga

Coach, Minibus 7 to 49 Seats
Tours, parties, weddings, airports etc

Whatever the occasion
Phone: 01877 382 341

email: aberfoylecoaches@aol.com
www.aberfoylecoaches.com

Unique range of arts and craft
from throughout the world

Extensive plant area for all
your gardening needs

Open seven days - 10am to 6pm
Main Street, Aberfoyle

01877 382308

plants, crafts and art

guyana
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Milton

Aberfoyle Toddlers
Every Wednesday from 10 -12pm

Aberfoyle memorial hall
The more the merrier!!

Julie Glen  Tel 01877 382 296

Hello Children,
Easter is always a time of enormous
excitement at the holt. We have all been busy
painting eggs for the Great Egg-rolling Race.
The idea is that the first egg to the bottom
of the hill is the winner, and only eggs which
don’t break on the way down will reach the
finishing line. Braeval usually wins but I am
determined to beat her this year, and I have
a cunning plan. With a little help from my
friends, I reckon that this year I will be
the egg-rolling champion. Hamish, my sea-
otter cousin from Mull, gave Rory the Eagle
a guillemot egg which, clutched in his powerful
talons, he brought all the way to Aberfoyle.
Hamish says that guillemots lay their eggs
on bare rock ledges, so the shells must be
very strong — ideal for egg-rolling!
The twins, Duke and Katrine, are just as
eggcited, sorry, that should be excited, by
all the new equipment appearing in the
Aberfoyle play- park. Best of all is the huge
tree trunk, just perfect for running up and
down and, after that very heavy rain last
week, jumping off the end and into a puddle
of water. Otters, as you know, really love
swimming. We swim in lochs, rivers and
sometimes in swimming pools.  The bad news
is that the lovely swimming pool at Forest
Hills is closed until the end of the summer,
while they build a new, bigger, better pool.
The good news is that there are plenty of
really deep pot-holes along the B829, ideal
for otters to swim in. Watch out for the
one at Tigh na Traigh!
With what could be the last snow of a very
snowy winter falling on the hilltops, George
the Hare and I set off for some frolicking
in the white stuff. We did not have far to
go, the snow had come down to meet us. It
was not deep snow except in the gullies. Out
of the sun the snow had not melted and had
become quite hard, great for sliding down!
The higher we went the more snow there was
for us to toboggan down, sitting on a
discarded plastic bag that someone had
forgotten to take home with them. It made a
pretty good sledge, though. It was then that
we saw Arthur Jones, beard blowing in the
wind, leading one of his organised guided
walks. It is a really good idea to have a guide
if you are going into unknown territory.
Grandpa Otter likes the springtime and looks
forward to all our summer visitors returning
to Strathard, swifts, swallows, ospreys and
tourists. The mention of birds brings me back
to the subject of eggs — and egg-rolling.
Having carefully painted my guillemot egg to
resemble a cheetah, the fastest animal on
land, I went off to the competition full of
confidence. What I did not know was that
guillemot eggs are designed especially to stop
them falling off the narrow rock ledges on
which they are laid, being very pointed at
one end. When the egg-rolling race started
my egg went round and round in a circle, not
moving forward at all! And, yes, Braeval won
the annual egg-rolling race again. Roll-on
next year!
Bye for now,
Milton.

17th to 23rd – Irish week Food and Beers from
Ireland

24th - Pub quiz in The Wallace Bar, start 9pm

28th New Zealand Gourmet Evening – Food &
Wine Tasting
3 course menu and wine tasting only £29.95
per person – limited space book your table
NOW!

Forth Inn Events Diary

Main Street, AberfoyleFK8 3UQ
Tel: 01877 382 372

E-mail: Phil@ForthInn.com

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

MARCH

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

APRIL
12th April – Karaoke in The Wallace Bar Fun
Starts 9pm

14th to 20th April - Mexican Food Week
Dinner with a hint of Mexican!!!

 27th April – Pub Quiz in The Wallace Bar
 Starts 9pm

Smoked Salmon and
Poached Salmon Rillette
INGREDIENTS:
3 Slices of Smoked Salmon
4oz Salmon
Mixed Herbs (Chives, Dill & Basil)
2oz Butter Melted
½ Lemon Juiced
½ Lime Juiced
Splash White Wine
Salt & Pepper
METHOD:
Cover the salmon with water, wine and
salt.
Bring to the boil, simmer for 2-3 mins
then take off the heat.
Chop the smoked salmon and the herbs
very fine, mix in a bowl with the lemon
and lime juice.
Flake the poached salmon through the
mix and then add the melted butter.
Season with a little salt and pepper.
Fill a mould and allow to set in the fridge
for approx 2 hrs.
Turn out of the mould and serve on a
salad dressed with olive oil and a little
lemon juice.

sponsored by The Forth Inn

Renault Laguna Extreme: 5 Door 1.8L
53 Reg.  30,000 miles. Dark Blue.  Good
condition.  £3,900 o.n.o.
Tel: 01877 386254

for sale
HGV Driver (Class 2)

Required
for busy local Haulier

PreviousTipper Experience essential
Mechanical background desirable

Part-time considered

Applications to:
Iain Campbell

John Campbell Tipper Haulage Ltd
Caithness, Montrose Road

 Aberfoyle FK8 3UL
Tel: 01877 382250

Shop/Business Premises
 For Lease In Kinlochard

      Contact Ricky After 6pm On
07765933816

for lease

Stirling Tenants Assembly
Meeting and Workshop on

Tuesday, 8th April
In Aberfoyle Memorial Hall

10.30am – 4.00pm
All tenants welcome

We would like to thank everyone in the community for the
love and support that has surrounded us since we lost our
beloved Daddy John. We know that there are many, many
of you who will miss him, his reliable strength and kindness
were a gift to us all. The church collection in his memory
raised £900, a testament to your affection for him, which
Aberfoyle Medical Centre are going to put towards new
emergency equipment, to help save lives in the community.
John would have approved wholeheartedly of that.
With many thanks for your kindness to us, and for the many
visits and messages of support we have received.
Toto, John Donald, Cameron and Mairi McLellan.

thank you



Tramping through the Trossachs
Sat 29th March to Sun 20th April 2008
Trossachs Outdoors PROGRAMME

Sat 29th Mar - Sat 5th April
These Activities are offered every day but you should contact the provider to pre book.

From 9am - 5.30pm High Ropes & Zip Line GoApe Pre booking only
From 9am Quad Bike Treks Foresthills Watersports
By arrangement 4x4 Off Road Driving Foresthills Watersports
By arrangement Clay Pigeon Shooting Great Time Scotland
By arrangement Rifle Target Range Great Time Scotland
10am - 12.30pm Rock Climbing & Abseiling Dounans Centre Pre booking only
10am - 12.30pm River Detectives Dounans Centre Pre booking only
1.30pm - 4pm Rock Climbing & Abseiling Dounans Centre Pre booking only
1.30pm - 4pm River Detectives Dounans Centre Pre booking only
By arrangement Also available - Sailing, Kayaking, Climbing & Abseiling Foresthills Watersports
By Arrangement Off Road Family Experience Action Adventure Activities
By Arrangement Blindfold Treasure Hunt Action Adventure Activities

Boat Hire & Fishing Foresthills Watersport
Mountain Biking & Bike Hire Foresthills Watersport

These Activities are also on offer on the dates indicated. Most need to be pre booked.

Sat 29 Mar 9.30am - 4.30pm Walks Off the Beaten Track - Menteith Hill & Loch Drunkie Trossachs Treks Pre booking only
Sun 30 Mar 9.30am - 12am Navigation Workshop - Beginners Trossach Treks Pre booking only

2pm - 4.30pm Navigation Workshop - Improvers Trossach Treks Pre booking only
Mon 31Mar See Daily Activities List Above
Tues 1April 10am - 12am Open Canoe Treasure Hunt Foresthills Watersports

2.30pm - 5pm Historical Farm Tours Great Time Scotland Pre booking only
Wed 2April 1.30pm -4pm Watersport Adventure Foresthills Watersports
Thurs 3 April 4pm - 5pm Archery Foresthills watersports
Fri 4 April See Daily Activities List Above
Sat 5 April 9.30am Navigation Workshop - Beginners Trossach Treks Pre booking only

2pm - 4.30pm Navigation Workshop - Improvers Trossach Treks Pre booking only
Sun 6 April 9.30am - 4.30pm Walks Off the Beaten Track - Traverse of Ben Venue from Achray to Kinlochard Trossachs Treks
Mon 7 April See Daily Activities List Above
Tues 8 April 10am - 12am Open Canoe Treasure Hunt Foresthills Watersports

2.30pm - 5pm Historical Farm Tours Great Time Scotland Pre booking only
Wed 9April 1.30pm -4pm Watersport Adventure Foresthills Watersports
Thurs 10 April 4pm - 5pm Archery Foresthills Watersports
Fri 11 April See Daily Activities List Above
Sat 12April 9.30am - 4.30pm Walks Off the Beaten Track - Cruachan, retuning via Loch Lomond Trossachs Treks Pre booking
Sun 13April 9.30am - 12am Navigation Workshop - Beginners Trossach Treks Pre booking only

11am - 4pm Osperys Return Event David Marshall Lodge
2pm - 4.30pm Navigation Workshop - Improvers Trossach Treks Pre booking only

Mon 16 April  See Daily Activities List Above
Tues 15 April 10am - 12am Open Canoe Treasure Hunt Foresthills Watersports

2.30pm - 5pm Historical Farm Tours Great Time Scotland Pre booking only
Wed 16 April 1.30pm -4pm Watersport Adventure Foresthills Watersports
Thurs 17April 4pm -5 pm Archery Foresthills Watersport
Fri 18 April See Daily Activities List Above

8 ‘till late Get a Spring in your step.... FESTIVAL FAMILY CEILIDH Music By The Kinlochard Ceilidh
Band BYOB Aberfoyle Memorial Hall Tickets: adults -£7 Kids & Seniors - £5

Sat 19 April 9.30am - 12am Navigation Workshop - Beginners Trossach Treks Pre booking only
2pm - 4.30pm Navigation Workshop - Improvers Trossach Treks Pre booking only

Sun 20April 9.30am - 4.30pm Walks Off the Beaten Track - Loch Tinker & Beinn Bhreac Trossachs Treks Pre booking only


