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Local farmer, Fergus
Wood of Kinlochard has
been elected as the new
Provost of Stirling. 
Fergus who is one of the
three councillors
covering Ward 1, which
includes Strathard, took
office on 27th March. 
One of his first local
duties was to join local
MSP, Bruce Crawford at
the celebrations at
Gartmore Village Shop on Saturday, 29th March.
“You can be sure that rural matters will be very
high on my agenda,” Fergus told the News.
 

Congratulations Fergie

Two baby boar escaped last month, along with two
adult boar, from Drumlean Farm after walkers had left
gates open. They were spotted in the gardens of the
Glassert, Lochard Road, on Monday morning by Peggy
MacMillan from Aberfoyle. They were recaptured
eventually by the estate manager from Drumlean
Farm. The baby boar were shivering and frightened
but otherwise okay. Apparently they will now have to
be hand reared. The estate manager told me he had
to shoot the two escaped adults and thinks one of
them was the mother of the baby animals.

In the photograph,
Peggy is on the
right. Catherine
Love, who helped
corner the babies
until help arrived, is
on the left!

Oops! They did it again!

The Trust is for everyone in Strathard
and anyone who lives or works in the
area can join.   However, only members
are able to vote at the AGM.
Membership application forms will be
available at the AGM but if you wish to
join before then please contact Diana
Carmody, Treasurer, on 01877 382345.
Annual membership fee is £1.
As required by the constitution all the
current Directors stand down at the AGM
and new/same Directors are elected. At
the moment there are 9 Directors, 4 are
appointed (non-elected) and 5 are
elected from the membership. However
there is a proposal (page 2) to increase
the number of Directors to 12; 4
appointed, 5 elected and 3 others to be
co-opted by the other Directors as
required.  Nominations for the 5 Directors
must be proposed and seconded by
members.  Director Nomination Forms
are available in the Post Offices in
Aberfoyle and Kinlochard, in Aberfoyle
Motors and from Marion Back in
Inversnaid.  The Board will be  formed by/
from the new Directors at the first
business meeting after the AGM.

The current Directors are as follows;
Elected Directors
Chair Maureen Campbell
Treasurer Diana Carmody
Company Secretary Peter Barclay
Directors Ros Dingwall

Ian Davison Porter
Appointed Directors
Community Council John Clow
Aberfoyle Traders vacant
Aberfoyle Churches Richard Grosse
Strathard News Ian Marshall

(Vice-chair)

In addition the Trust is supported by Tim
Messer, Community Liaison Officer, Loch
Lomond & Trossachs National Park, and
Minutes Secretary Marion Back.

.......more on page 2

Strathard Community Trust
Annual General Meeting
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall
7 pm Monday 2nd June

Aberfoyle And Buchlyvie Medical Centres
Half Day Closing For Training 2008

WEDNESDAY 11TH JUNE
TUESDAY 26TH AUGUST

WEDNESDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER
WEDNESDAY 26TH NOVEMBER

On these dates the surgeries will close at 12.30pm
and the “Out of Hours” Emergency Service will come
into operation.   NHS 24 – 08454 24 24 24
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• Paths and Trails Group led by John
Digney, initially formed as part of  Community
Futures, (predecessor to Strathard
Community Trust) has been instrumental in
a number of projects; the production of
Aberfoyle Walks leaflet, Historic Route
feasability study, restoration of Milton Path
and restoration of mile markers on the B829.
John is to be commended for his dedication,
commitment and hard work which has
resulted in very positive outcomes for the
community.

• Play Park Group has seen many vol-
unteers come and go on this project and all
have had a hand in driving it along the bumpy
road to completion. Diana Carmody, Director
and Treasurer of the Trust has been Playpark
Project Team Co-ordinator for the last 8
months.  The community should be grateful
to all of the volunteers. With Phase 1 now
complete the official opening will take place
on Thursday 29th May at 3.30pm.  Love it or
loathe it please come along and share in the
day. Funding has not yet been secured for
Phase 2, a proposed hardcore area, and this
remains on the “to do” list as a future project.

• Railway Turntable project was
headed up by Ian Marshall for the Trust
and David Warnock, an Environment
Consultant. This project is also in 2
phases. With phase 1 now complete,
there has been a lot of interest and
positive feedback from  the commu-
nity.  Sourcing funding  is underway for
phase 2, and many ideas are being
explored as to the best way to build
(not literally) on what is there already.
We hope you enjoy the Railway article
elsewhere in this newsletter.

One of the roles of the Strathard Community Trust  is to listen to what the community wants
and then to help them get projects up and running.  The Trust is there to help anyone in the
community to develop projects for the benefit of the whole community.  In May 2007 a
questionnaire surveyed community opinion on a range of issues.  This was followed up in
October by a workshop where issues were further explored, discussed and views aired.
What came out of all this is the basis for the Community Action Plan (CAP), a document
which sets out the future aspirations of the community for the next 4 years.   The CAP
Steering Group have been working steadily since then to produce the document which will
be launched on Saturday 7th June.   Every household in Strathard will receive a copy.  Details
of the Launch Event will be displayed on community notice boards.
There are a number of Project Groups active in the Trust at the moment.

• Aberfoyle Motors Community Buy-out.
With 80% of residents backing this project a
very knowledgable and talented group got
together and pulled out all the stops on this
one.  The group explored many different an-
gles, from buy outright to re-siting the fuel
pumps.  They approached Forestry
Commision and even Scottish Executive Min-
isters, but to no avail.  With every avenue ex-
hausted it seems unlikely at this stage to pur-
sue this further.    This is one of the biggest
disappointments for the Trust and the com-
munity.

• Emergency Interpreter Service
When you were asked to volunteer language
skills in case of emergency situations there
was a great response.  We have most lan-
guages covered, but still need Spanish and
Italian speakers. There is no commitment to
be on call or anything like that, but it would be
useful for businesses, B&Bs, hotels etc in
the area if they had a list of people to call, and
if you are available, who could help to inter-
pret information in an emergency situation
only.   We should have the leaflet distributed
in the next few weeks.  Please contact Ian
Marshall, 01877 382211, if you can help.

• Events Group  This is the newest group to be
formed under the umbrella of the Trust. Following on
from the success of the Aberfoyle Gala Day the remit
of this group is to bring together community and
business event organisers, to share information and
contacts and to form an Event Action Plan which can
be used for funding applications.  If you have an
event to put on it makes sense to use the people
who have the knowledge and the skills to make it a
success.  If you need funding for an event this group
can approach funders through the Trust.  Please
contact either Ian Davison Porter on 01877 382345
or Tim Messer on 01877 389084

To All Members of the Strathard Community
Trust.
A letter from the Vice Chair.

Dear Members
The Board of Directors of the Strathard
Community Trust wish to make
amendments to the company’s Articles of
Association by resolution at the Annual
General Meeting to be held at the Memorial
Hall on Monday 2nd June 2008.
During the search for funding in relation to
the Play Park project a funding body
indicated that they were not willing to make
a grant award to the Trust whilst the
directors of the company were able to
refuse membership (to the Trust) for no
reason. Resolution 1 details the amendment
that the directors are proposing to this
Article to overcome this objection and
possible future objections.
The Strathard Community Action Plan is
now in the final stages of completion. As in
the previous plan a number of projects have
been identified and will require to be
implemented over the coming years. The
directors believe it is prudent to extend the
number of directors to be more inclusive,
to assist in the delivery of these projects
and to increase the diversity and experience
of directors on the board. Resolution 2
details the amendment that the directors
are proposing to this Article.
The directors of the Trust would
recommend approval of the two
resolutions.
Yours sincerely
Ian Marshall

Company Number SC282175
The Companies Acts 2006

Private Company Limited by Guarantee
Notice of Intention to Propose

Resolutions
of

STRATHARD COMMUNITY TRUST
LIMITED

1. Resolution 1
1.1 That the Articles of Association of the
Company be altered by deleting Article 6 (page
8 of the Articles of Association) and by
substituting therefore the following new
paragraph:
6) The directors shall only be entitled to refuse
membership where any person, even if he/she
is qualified for membership, becomes an
employee of the company.
2 Resolution 2
2.2 That the Articles of Association of the
Company be altered by deleting Article 39 (page
12 of the Articles of Association) and by
substituting therefore the following new
paragraph:
39) Unless otherwise determined by special
resolution, the maximum number of directors
shall be 12, of whom 5 directors shall be Member
Directors and a maximum of 4 directors shall be
Appointed Directors with the Board of
Directors able to co opt additional Member
Directors up to a maximum of 3.

• Strathard News The community newsletter, resurrected as part of the previous Ac-
tion Plan, has a dedicated, stable and strong team. We try to reflect accurately what is going
on in the community but rely heavily on receiving input from individuals and community
groups. Our regular contributors and advertisers are to be applauded for their commitment
to the newsletter; they make it ‘local’ and ensure longevity.  We love feedback (it confirms
that someone is reading it), good and bad, so please feel free to contact us.   Most of all we
love to print your news, so let’s have it!!  email: editor@strathardnews.com
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Trossachs 10k run
Saturday 31st May 2008

at 10.30am
Contact Jillian:

jillian06@btinternet.com or Ian: 
ian@idema-aqua.co.uk 

The event is in aid of the Anthony Nolan
trust. Entry forms from the Forth Inn,
Aberfoyle Delicatessen and Butcher or
email Jillian or Ian. 
 

Thursday 29th May
3.30 – 5.30 pm

The play park in Aberfoyle has had its long
awaited face lift! To celebrate this come and
join the launch and enjoy the bouncy castle,
face painting, Active Stirling, juice & snacks
all for free. We look forward to announcing
the new name for the park, which is to be
decided by the children of Strathard through
a competition run by the schools.

The play park was identified through the
Community Action Plan of 2003 as an area
that needed upgrading. The Strathard
Community Trust took this on board and
fundraised to enable this to happen. We would
like to take this opportunity to thank all those
who donated money and time as the play park
is an asset to the local community.

Playpark Launch
Action Plan Launch
Saturday 7th June

Final details are still to be confirmed
but...... the intension is to have an

Action Plan Roadshow bus which will
travel to all areas in Strathard where
residents can come along to see the

plan and the displays.
Refreshments will also be available.
(Remember, it’s your plan for the area

based on feedback from the
community survey questionnaires)

Please look out for the
posters which will have the
timetable and other details.

Poker Tree Clean-up
It has long since occurred to me that Aberfoyle, although endowed with a wealth of
scenic landscapes which offer a spectacular array of outdoor pursuits, and an annual
events calendar to be proud of, still retains an alarming capacity to under - emphasise
its history. I could point to the
geology of the Highland
Boundary Fault, the old drovers
roads, the wartime
connections and the Robert
Kirk phenomena as a few
examples. As one of our very
few landmarks, the fabled
Poker Tree, nestling in the
Baillie Nicol Jarvie gardens, is
completely deserving to be
included in this list. Despite
being registered as one of the
great heritage trees of
Scotland, it has, in recent
years, sadly, suffered through
neglect, and currently lies in a
state of disrepair. Clearly, this
is a situation  which should not
be allowed to continue.
Consequently, I am seeking a
small band of volunteers within
the community to come forward
with offers of help in restoring
the tree, and its surrounds, to
its former glory. A clean - up
operation is planned for
Monday 2 June, meeting
around 11.00 a.m.at the site.
The National Park Rangers
and The Forestry Commission
have already committed to the
project in terms of manpower and the supply of tools and equipment. Any other offers
would, of course, be very welcome. Please contact David Wilkie on 01877 382 868 or
01877 382 258 ( work ).

BEFORE

NOW

Drymen Show
Saturday 31st May 2008

For a full show schedule
please visit our website
www.drymenshow.com
Hope to see you
all on Saturday
for a great
family day out.

Open Invitation
To Open Garden

As part of Scotland’s Gardens Scheme,
the gardens of Blairuskin Lodge in

Kinlochard will be open to the public on
Sunday 25 May  2pm till 5pm

As well as the beautiful gardens to view,
there is also a magical bluebell wood in
part of the property, a must to visit!  As if
this was not enough there is a plant stall,
teas and homebaking and, a first for
Blairuskin, an exhibition of paintings by
artists, some of whom are local to the
area.
Admission is £3.50, all proceeds going to
various charities.  Dogs on leads are
welcome and there will be a free minibus
service from Kinlochard village hall.

Massage Therapy

Mobile service available
Call: 01877 382632

or 07765570503

Angela Mudge
Dip Sports M, MSMA, SMTO

eases muscular aches and pains
Sports Massage

Relaxation
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Get it off your chest with a letter to the editor. Send to Editor, Schoolhouse, Inversnaid
FK8 3TU or email editor@strathardnews.com or hand in to Aberfoyle  Post Office.

Letters to the Editor...
....have your say!

I note with interest the new management at the Scottish Wool Centre have
made inroads, not before time, into pruning the overgrown shrubbery in the
surrounds of the building. Although these improvements are to be
commended, I would seriously hope there are plans to extend this initiative
by removing the vast amount of waste produced from the work, which has
been unceremoniously dumped in the woodland area adjacent to the overflow
car park. I must confess, I have heard nothing ‘ on the grapevine ‘ which
indicates this site, which retains huge historical significance relating to the
old railway network, has now been re - defined as a community compost
heap. Whilst I admit there are also a number of opportunistic locals only too
eager to take advantage of the situation when discarding their own garden
waste, the Wool Centre should know better, and, as a business with a
reputation to considerare at least capable of delivering a response to these
comments, which I expect to find in the next issue of the News.
David Wilkie, 25 Baillie Nicol Jarvie Court

Police Community Website
Constables Jo McDowall and Ricky Govan are the two locally
based Police Officers covering the village of Aberfoyle and the
surrounding communities.  They carry out community liason
duties in Aberfoyle and can be contacted at Aberfoyle Police
Office. Tel 01877 382 222. They can also be contacted by email
through the Central Scotland Police website
www.centralscotland.police.uk.   There is a community page
for Aberfoyle on the website
which can be accessed by
going to My Area, Dunblane
Sac, Aberfoyle.  There you
will find community news
regarding crime updates
and  police surgery dates.

Operation Ironworks
A six-month operation aimed at tackling anti-social
behaviour at some of Scotland’s most stunning beauty
spots was launched on Friday March 21.
Operation Ironworks will cover Loch Lomond and The
Trossachs National Park and will provide high profile patrols
in a bid to promote responsible behaviour in the countryside
and to deter such antisocial behaviour and criminal offences
from being committed.
Operation Ironworks will be run in conjunction with rangers
from Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park
Authority and Forestry Commission Scotland. Strathclyde
Police and Tayside Police will also provide assistance in
the National Park where it covers their force areas.
Crimestoppers Scotland are also supporting this initiative.
During the six months there will be 42 different initiatives
targeting issues such as speeding, parking problems, traffic
issues, litter offences, theft, vandalism and noise
disturbance. High visibility patrols will be carried out by
officers on bikes as well as officers from the Road Policing
Unit, Dog Section and Underwater Search Unit. The mobile
police office will also be used at various locations, trained
wildlife crime officers will be deployed, and traffic wardens
will ensure traffic problems are kept to a minimum.
Leading the operation Sergeant Joyce Greenhorn, said: “The
National Park is a popular area for leisure pursuits such as
watersports, mountain biking and walking. We want to
make sure people can visit and enjoy the natural beauty
this area has to offer without falling victim to crime or causing
an annoyance to others. We also want to ensure that those
who live here don’t have their quality of life affected by visitors
who may break the law.”
Sergeant Greenhorn added: “There have been problems in
the past with tents, cars, BBQs and bags of rubbish being
abandoned. Trees have even been felled in order to have a
fire. That is not acceptable especially when there may be
firewood lying nearby. We want people to come here and
have a good time, but they need to know what they can
and can’t do.
“Operation Ironworks is also about educating the public
about what is expected from them. They should take their
litter home and abide by the bylaws. Motorists should also
be aware that if they park on Urban Clearways they will
receive a fixed penalty.
“The National Park will be policed by local officers who
have local knowledge and know the problem areas. Every
loch accessible will be patrolled,” warned Sergeant
Greenhorn.
To report matters of anti-social behaviour any of the
agencies involved can be contacted or information can be
given anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Wee But N Ben Bistro is now part of the aftermath of the coffee shop at
the David Marshall Lodge. It was our intention to remain in Aberfoyle
for a further 3 years to build the reputation we have for our home
cooked food.  We apologise to those customers whom we informed
that our business would continue for another 3 years, as at the time
this was what we were told by the leaseholder. Obviously it is apparent
that they have now changed their minds and our lease will be terminated
on the 19th May 2008.
We have looked at alternative options within Aberfoyle to no avail,
however we may appear again in Aberfoyle in the coming years, who
knows?  We would like to highlight that there are a lot of ‘poachers’ in
the village. Watch out: they may try and encroach, get between your
family members and take over your business.  And then, even better,
try and run it as their own!!!
For those regulars who wish to travel, The Wee But N Ben Bistro
continues on Main Street, Callander and both Trish & John have
acquired the contract at Callander Golf Club, which is open to non
members for food and drink were you will be made to feel welcome.
Our reputation for fresh haddock and home made steak pie will live on
in both these establishments.
We would also like to thank Jimmy for his hard work over the past 3
years being Head Chef in Aberfoyle.  Jimmy is now moving onto a new
venture.....watch out for the ‘Tasty Bite’ in Aberfoyle.
Many, many thanks to all our regulars, both in and out with the village;
your custom has been very much appreciated.  You know who you
are!!!    Please note that the Lavazza Italian coffee name will live on in
the village……. over at the Forth Inn.

Wee But N Ben Bistro Departs Aberfoyle

Local Police are urging householders to be on their guard when workmen
call at their homes. 
A Central Scotland police spokeswoman said: “Recently a 90-year-old
woman was duped into handing over a four figure sum of money for
work which hadn’t been started.  Genuine builders will send out an
invoice or bill once work has been completed. They won’t ask for the
full amount in cash upfront.”  And she advised: “Nor will genuine builders
take you to a bank to withdraw the money.”  The warning came after
the incident in Manse Road, Aberfoyle on Tuesday April 8. The elderly
woman was expecting work to be carried out on her house by a genuine
firm but was duped into handing the money over by a bogus workman. 
The man is described as being of muscular build, 6' tall, greying hair
and was wearing workman type clothes. 
Anyone with information can contact local officers at Aberfoyle police
office or via the e-mail link or alternatively call Central Scotland Police
on 01786 456000. Information can be given anonymously to
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Bogus Workmen - Aberfoyle
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Ward 1 Aberfoyle
Ros Dingwall
John Clow
Geraint Short
(1 vacancy)

Strathard Community Council meets on the 1st
Thursday of the month, alternating between
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall, Kinlochard Village Hall and
Inversnaid Primary School.  The next meeting is at
7.30 pm on Thursday 5th June in Inversnaid Pri-
mary School.   Half an hour prior to the meetings a
local District Councillor (Tony Ffinch, Paul Owens or
Fergus Wood) will hold a surgery for residents who
wish to raise issues and concerns.

Ward 2 Kinlochard
Fiona McEwan
Maureen Campbell
Sue Russell
(1 vacancy)

Ward 3 Inversnaid
Scott Provan
Andre Goulancourt
Ralph Wolfe

Community Councillors

We have two vacancies.  There will be elections soon - one for each ward -
watch out for information. Contact Ros Dingwall (382 668) for further
information.

Search For Provost’s Civic
Award Nominations
NOMINATIONS are being sought for Stirling’s
2008 prestigious Provost Civic Awards. The
Provost’s Civic Award is given to individuals or
organisations who have made significant
contributions to the life of local communities, or
who have achieved national recognition in their field, over the last 24
months.
Stirling Provost Fergus Wood is inviting local people to nominate
Stirling’s outstanding citizens under eight categories of award: Business
(large or small), Arts and Culture, Sport, Academic, Community, Volunteer
Sector, International Relations and Special Achievement.  Both
individuals and groups can be nominated for a Civic Award.
Provost Fergus Wood, who received an award himself in 2002 for
‘International Relations’, said:  “These awards give me the chance to
highlight the good work of fellow citizens; whether from the city or the
rural area, for the outstanding contribution they make to Stirling.  Our
communities are enriched by their efforts and I am looking forward to
honouring our unsung heroes for their sterling work.”
Anyone can nominate someone for an award and the closing date for
nominations is Monday July 14, 2008. Provost Wood will present the
awards at a gala dinner in Stirling Castle on Friday November 7, 2008.
This is the eighth year of the Provost’s Awards Scheme, which was first
established in 1998, and is held every two years.
Nomination Forms are available from The Provost’s Office, Corporate
Services, Stirling Council, Room 55 Old Viewforth, Stirling, FK8 2ET, on
(01786) 443380 or email houstonj2@stirling.gov.uk

Company
Aerial & Satellite Installation & Repair Service

Multi-point Home Solutions
Sky installations

Digital upgrade surveys
FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

Tel. 0787 590 6767
Joe Kennedy  A.M.F.A.   Keep it local!

 Satellite
Aberfoyle

NATIONAL PARK LOCAL PLAN
CONSULTATION ON PLANNING ISSUES

Following the open day held in March last year aimed at getting
community input on planning priorities and policies, an ‘Issues
Report’ has now been published for consultation, as mentioned
by Owen McKee in the last Strathard News.  Feedback at this
stage will help inform the drafting of a new Local Plan which,
once finalised, will provide the framework and guidance for day-
to-day Planning decisions during the next few years.  Some helpful
extracts from the National Park website are shown below.
Copies of the relevant documents are available from the National
Park Office in Callander or from Lesa Hartland in Balloch on 01389
722600.  They are also online in the Planning section of the
National Park website www.lochlomond-trossachs.org.
These contain specific questions on which local feedback is being
sought.  The Community Council has submitted a return based
on known local opinions, but members of the public are also
invited to respond with their views.
Due to the timing of Strathard News issues we have not been
able to publicise the official 12 May deadline before.  However
the National Park is aware of this and will accept feedback from
individuals in Strathard providing this is within about 2 weeks of
the official deadline.  Please contact the Planning Policy Team on
01389 722600 if you intend to make a return, so that they can
advise you further on your submission.  Note that early action is
essential if you want to contribute at this stage.
What is a Local Plan?
The purpose of the Local Plan is to guide the future development
of an area. It is a tool for promoting development of the right
quality in the right places and highlighting where there are
constraints on development, such as areas that need to be
protected for nature conservation. It also identifies where there
are opportunities for development and promotes actions for
particular environmental, social and economic objectives.
How to Get Involved
It is important that the public is involved in the preparation of
the Local Plan as it affects everyone with an interest in the
National Park including residents, visitors, landowners, business
owners and employees, developers and public sector agencies.
The Local Plan will determine and guide day-to-day planning
decisions such as where to provide new housing, business space,
renewable energy, tourism developments, and conserving built
and natural heritage.

Strathard Community Council
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 Part 2
Anyhow, with or without forests, the vast
majority of people – visitors and residents
alike are essentially urbanites who are
usually intimidated by dense forest. The
braver souls will venture forth on well-worn
paths, but most keep to roads and rarely
venture far from the tourist traps and the fine
restaurant of the David Marshal Lodge as
they have always done.  That’s not to say,
they won’t enjoy the forest through which they
pass or should I say, in the context of the
prevailing countryside access code,
conveniently shepherded through the
landscape.
By contrast, very few travellers, myself
included, who have enough familiarity or, if
not, at least training in navigational skills
bolstered by native intuition are not likely to
get lost in the woods and therefore delight in
venturing far from the road into the forest
hinterlands. I have no statistics to prove this.
However, in my 53-year forestry career
wandering and working off-road in Scottish
forests as well as the great forest expanses
of Canada, Russia, Scandinavia and central
Europe, I’d be hard pressed to recall meeting
more than a few dozen travellers (and even

Planting Up The Trossachs
they were mostly resident foresters,
surveyors and hunters). Of course, place of
solitude is a basic tenet of the plan this is
one of the main objects of the plan; but on
few are capable of taking advantage of this,
not the whole population of the nearby
community which the planners are thinking
of.
Finally the claim that the native forests will
“…have a positive spin-off for biodiversity and
wildlife, as well as tourism and local
communities….” I agree with first part insofar
as the biodiversity and wildlife will change.
But I suspect that cheerful song birds will be
replaced by dull twitters akin to the silent
boreal species. And I doubt if many of your
precious raptors deft enough to negotiate the
thick scrubby woodlands - which in
Newfoundland we affectionately call
‘tuckamore’ – known as ‘krummholz’ among
ecologists. In any case, I imagine, access
through the forest will be engineered so that
for certain times of the year, much of the forest
will be off-limits so as not to disturb certain
wildlife or interfere with forest operations.
Which means that, unless you are an expert
in Nature’s ways – academically or
otherwise, you won’t to be able revel in the
subtle dynamics of the forest and its

inhabitants,  nor fully appreciated the
surrounding landscape because of the trees
– literally. For example, when I send friends
to drive up the west side of Loch Lomond,
their first comment is that the oak woods
prevented them from seeing beautiful
landscape of my native glens and bens on
the opposite side of the loch. However, to
their great credit, landscape planners are
approaching the planting up much of this
celebrated landscape around lochs Arklet
and Katrine with much greater sensitivity
than past generations ever could..
So, in conclusion, to the Scottish Forest
Alliance I say, get on with planting; but for
goodness sake cut back on unnecessary
grandstanding. The public is not as gullible
on eco-politic matters as special interests
groups and quangos would have you believe.
When you completed this excellent project, I
look forward to meeting a great many more
travellers in the beautiful forests of Scotland
– and perhaps even escort them out of the
boggy, dense woods.

Alexander Robertson
www.windandlandscape.com

St. John’s, Newfoundland & Labrador

The new National Park HQ in Balloch
is set to become an exemplar
sustainable building by signing a
contract with a local wood chipping
plant. Our Power, based in Cairndow,
Argyll, will supply wood chips to the
biomass boiler which will heat the new
building based in Balloch. The firm is
owned by the community charity Here
we Are (HWA) and is based 30 miles
away from the HQ building which will
cut down on carbon emissions caused
by excessive travelling distances.
The company has negotiated five-year
deal with Forestry Commission
Scotland to deliver timber from within
a 30-mile radius.
Speaking about the new partnership,
Carron Tobin, Director of Strategy and
Programmes said: “There are many
challenges when building a highly
sustainable building and the National
Park HQ is no exception. Some of the
challenges include the procurement of

sustainable materials so we are
delighted to welcome Our Power on
board. What makes this community led
business so special is that they share
our vision for the HQ and are shining
examples of environmental enterprise
in Scotland. By using Our Power, we
have demonstrated that it is possible
to source materials locally and support
communities in and around the
National Park whilst adding to the
Scottish Government’s Greener
Scotland agenda.”
Christina Noble of Our Power said:
“Our Power is delighted to have
successfully tendered for the wood
chip supply contract.  We are pleased
that the National Park builds on other
initiatives: without the intervention of the
Scottish Biomass Support Scheme
and assistance from the RBS Our
Power could not have existed.  And we
are pleased to note that the National
park is concerned about local social
enterprise as well as the environment. 
Our Community Interest Company was
set up to help empower our community
– hence its name.”
The National Park HQ has already
achieved an ‘excellent’ BREEAM rating
(Building Research Establishment
Environmental Assessment Matrix) at
design stage.  Along with the biomass
primary heating system, the building
also includes a SUD’s (sustainable
urban drainage system) reed bed,
indigenous Douglas fir t imber
structure, minimal mechanical
ventilation and sheep’s wool
insulation.   Environment Minister Mike
Russell MSP will officially open the
building in May.

The Core Paths Plan for Loch Lomond and The
Trossachs National Park will be finalised this summer
with the last 12 week formal consultation period running
from 5 May to 27 July 2008.
During this period there will be a number of viewing
stations across the Park where the consultative draft can
be seen. Three drop-in events are also being organised
with National Park Access Officers on hand to answer
questions. The Park Authority is keen to have feedback
during this final phase and welcomes your views.
Core paths are the essential paths that people need to
get about their area and make it possible for them to
enjoy the outdoors.  These paths will form a basic
framework of paths across the National Park area and
should provide for a variety of recreational and everyday
uses for all ages and abilities.  Core paths can be rights
of way, sign-posted paths, cycle-ways, footways or any
other routes that provide access to the places you want to
go.  National Park Area Access Officer Kenny Auld said:
“our informal consultation last summer was very
successful.  Now we are entering the statutory twelve
week consultation period when everyone has the
opportunity to formally respond to the plan.  We’re keen to
hear if the proposals give people reasonable and sufficient
access throughout the National Park.”
The Core Paths Plan will be adopted by the National Park
Board and form the basis for further improvements to
outdoor access opportunities across the area.  The
consultative draft and response forms will also be
available online during the consultation period and can
be found at http://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/park
For further information contact the National Park Access
Team on 01389 722600

NP Core Paths Plan Consultation

Viewing Stations – 5 May to 27 July (check opening times)
Aberfoyle – Forestry Commission Scotland Office
Balloch – National Park HQ
Balmaha – National Park Visitor Centre
Callander – National Park Office
Glenbranter – Forestry Commission Scotland Office
Killin Library
Luss – National Park Visitor Centre
Tyndrum Village Hall

NP New Headquarters
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National Park Newsby Owen McKee

The move to the
new HQ at
Balloch has

been completed and, even though - as with
all moves - there will be little hitches here
and there, everything seems to have gone
smoothly.  Gone is the cramped and
overcrowded workplace. Instead all is open
and bright and confidence fills the air.
The Minister for the Environment, Michael
Russell, will perform the official opening in
the morning of 20th May. In keeping with
our belief that the communities are a vital
part of the Park invitations have gone out
to community representatives. Additionally
we have invited all the schools in the Park,
and schools drawing pupils from within the
Park, to send along someone from the
school. The formalities should all be over
by 2.00pm when the doors will be thrown
open for all to come in and have a look. I
know that midweek means for most a
working day but please try to come along.
It should be all over by 6.00pm. Another
Open Day is planned for the autumn. 
There are other changes afoot. After a few
months sifting through the applications and
interviewing the hopefuls, a preferred
candidate for the position of Chief
Executive has been selected. As part of
that person’s role is to be Accountable
Officer (i.e. to make sure the Park Authority

complies with the government regulations
etc) the minister has to confirm the
appointment. A full report has gone off to
the minister and we are hopeful that it will
not be too long before we are able to
announce who will fill the post. 
Furthermore five of the ten ministerial
appointments to the board are due to step
down and their replacements will take over
in July. 
And still on the change theme. The new
Local Plan work is progressing. The Issues
Report which was compiled from the Open
Days held last year throughout the Park
has been circulated to all the community
councils to enable them to say whether the
Report covers the community views. Part
of this exercise is to explain possible ways
of implementing within the Local Plan
policies which would cover the issues
raised by the communities and the
Community Councils have been asked to
identify their preferred options. When that
exercise is completed this month work will
then start in preparing a Draft Local Plan
which we hope to release for consultation
in the autumn of this year. It is a slow
process but the Local Plan has such a vital
role to play that it is more important to do
it properly than to do it quickly. 
As I have previously mentioned the Park
Authority is planning a major festival in

2010 to mark the bicentenary of the
publication of Sir Walter Scott’s “The Lady
of The Lake”. For many months now
preparatory work has been taking place
and with the appointment of consultants
“Unique Events” some progress is being
made. Clearly with this area being the focal
point of the Festival local businesses and
community representatives have been
invited to get involved and a meeting was
arranged at the David Marshall Lodge on
13th May. I will report on the meeting in
the next issue. 
And finally, yet another consultation.
The Consultative Draft of the Core Path
Plan has now been issued. So whether you
are a landowner, walker, cyclist, horse rider,
canoeist or just an occasional user of the
paths in the National Park this is your
opportunity to give your support of, or
formal objection to, the Plan. To see what’s
on offer in the Plan you can browse at your
leisure at the following venues: Forestry
Commission Offices, Aberfoyle (Phone
01877 382383), National Park Offices,
Callander (01389 722126), National Park
HQ, Balloch (01389 722600) 

As always I can be contacted as follows:
Post:     Taigh Na Bhuth,
             Lochearnhead.
Phone:   01567 830214
owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk

The Rotary Club of Callander and West Perthshire
Ben Ledi Sponsored Ascent

Saturday 7th June 2008
General Information
The key feature of this sponsored walk is that all participants can choose any good
cause that they wish to support. For example they could be:-
• local charity such as CHAS, Strathcarron, or nearest Maggie Centre,
• any national charity,
• local good cause such as the Baden Powell Hall restoration,
• young person who is taking part a specific approved project,
• school PTA for school funds or a charity a school supports,
• youth group, sports club, old folks club or church activity.

If you would like to support a cause of your choice The Ben Ledi walk, organised by
Rotary, is an ideal vehicle to enable you and your family/ friends/colleagues to find
sponsors and raise funds 80% of which goes to your cause, 20% to be shared this year
by Scottish Society for Autism, Beatson Institute for Cancer Research and Killin Mountain
Rescue. Continued support from Callander based Caledonian Country Wear and Morrison
Construction will enable all our costs to be covered and make no entry fee necessary.
All money raised goes to charity. On June 9th 2007 178 entrants raised over £11,000
for some 30 good causes.
Ben Ledi, at 879 metres not far short of a Munro, is a challenging but not too demanding
a climb. In our previous events, there have been participants from every decade from
under 10 to over 70 who completed the course. Regular hill walkers find it an easy
climb. Some, who take little strenuous exercise, find it quite tough.
Volunteers from the Killin Mountain Rescue team are at check–points and in radio contact
with each other and the Start/Finish base. Walkers have to be properly shod and clad,
keep to the marked route, reporting at all check-points and at the finish. Those under
16 may only walk as members of family or other adult led groups.
If you would like Entry and Sponsorship Forms either pick them up at CCW, 79 Main st.
Callander, or e-mail richard-a.cooper@virgin.net

Our first seminar ‘Make it Add Up’ was extremely
well attended by representatives from community
organisations both in and outside the National Park.
This has resulted in a network of Treasurers, Di-
rectors and Secretaries who want to keep in touch,
sharing information and experiences!  
Now is the time to reserve your place on our sec-
ond Seminar.   This will be held on Tuesday 17
June, 2008, 2pm – 7:30pm in the John Muir suite
at the new National Park Headquarters building in
Balloch.
Making it Clear:
Communication – Getting your message across.
Newsletters, Web Sites, Presentations, Making a
Pitch, Communication with members, the wider com-
munity, funders, agencies and the media.
•Workshops, information and surgery sessions
•Experts on hand to give advice   
•Includes a buffet meal and a tour of the National
Park Headquarters building
•Suitable for anyone involved in a community or-
ganisation who wants to make sure their messages
are understood loud and clear! Take away new
ideas and join a network of like minded people.
To register for this event, please contact Dorothy
Taylor on 01389 722009, or email
Dorothy.taylor@lochlomond-trossachs.org
Other events in the series:
October 2008:   Making it Work: (or Making it not too Painful!) effective
meetings, Boards and Action Groups. AGMs, Company Secretary and
Company records, Annual Returns.
February 2009:   Making it Happen: Developing and managing projects  
how we did it case studies and good practice in preparing, developing and
running projects.

NATIONAL PARK
Community Seminars
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by Dougie McPherson

WENDY
HOUSE

web design & build

...any other help with your computer or IT support
call Tim on:

07964 909 666  wendy@wendyhouse.uk.com

Ah, almost had you there!  You, dear reader,
jumped to the conclusion, understandable
enough, that we just might be referring to
mature, sweet ladies but we are pleased to
say that is not the case.  What we are doing
is voicing our disquiet at the latest action
against the so-called ‘global warming’ by the
banning of polythene shopping bags by one
well known and reputable chain of high street
department stores, said chain wanting to
encourage its customers to bring their own
shopping bags when visiting its stores.
Therein lie the seeds of a cultural clash for
those of us brought up, and residing in, the
west of Scotland and for whom the ‘poly’
bag is an integral part of our lives.
We rely on the poly bag for our messages,
or ‘shopping’ in polite parlance.  We use it
for our ‘carry-out’ of a Friday or Saturday
night when intending to imbibe in the
comfort of the home.   Two generations of
Scottish working men have carried their
‘pieces’ or sandwiches in them.  We must
not forget, moreover, the decidedly original
and quite fetching employment of the poly
bag by the fashinistas in the west coast as a
apparel of headgear when the weather
becomes rather damp – original and, at
times, possibly stylish – certainly eye
catching!
Yet one company wants to kill off our
heritage, saying that we should take an
empty bag when shopping.  Hellooo!  Is
anybody there?  A man carrying a bag to go
for the messages?  I don’t think so.  Carrying
a full bag from the shops, fair enough, but
going to the shops with one?  We’ve come
a long way since equal opportunities:  men
preparing meals, men hoovering the house,
men pushing their wee ones in the pram, all
perfectly acceptable.  But men striding along
the street swinging an empty bag in their
hands?  It’s a bag too far, methinks.
Finally, what of recycling?  We are asked to
put our bottles, tins and plastic in the bin
for green disposal but we must put them in
separate bags, poly bags!  Our case rests.

We Love Old Bags!

Local organisation Women in the Trossachs took over the main square in Callander on 10th

May for ‘In the Pink’ - a fun event aimed at connecting women who live or work across the
Trossachs and surrounding villages.  Everyone had a great time, including mini hand
massages, facepainting, competitions and a grand raffle, and we raised £300 for local
charity The Lilias Graham Trust.
There was a strong Strathard presence at the event including some of our members, a visit
by Stirling Provost Fergus Wood, and Tom Dingwall with the Callander Pipe Band providing
some excellent music to start off the day.  We would like to thank all those from Strathard who
helped make the event a success, including Fergus, Tom and local sponsors - the Wee
Blether Tearoom and Wendy House Design & PR.  A full list of all sponsors who helped us
by contributing is shown on our website www.witt.org.uk.
Women in the Trossachs meets regularly, connecting women of all ages living and working
in the area, and helping them to make social, community or business contacts.  It also runs
a varied programme of monthly meetings covering a range of topics such as fitness, crafts,
the local environment and personal development.  Meetings of course offer lots of opportunity
for both social and business networking with other women who live in and around the area.  
Members also work on projects to support other women and their own communities, and
organise fundraising events like ‘In the Pink’.  This year we were fortunate to be funded by
the Women’s Fund for Scotland.
During the summer months Women in the Trossachs has meetings scheduled in Aberfoyle,
Callander, Thornhill and Brig o’Turk.  In June our Annual Dinner is in Abbotsford Lodge,
Callander with an after-dinner talk on ‘Plants that Kill, Cure and Comfort’.  Or just come
along to the David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle on Wednesday 2nd July at 7.30pm when we will
be meeting for a look around, and to hear more about what the Forestry Commission do
there.  Look out for us too at the Kinlochard Highland Games, when we will be supporting the
fundraising for Kinlochard Village Hall.   If you are interested in finding out more, see our
website www.witt.org.uk, phone or text Alison on 07912 853396 or email alison@witt.org.uk.

Transport assistance can usually be arranged to our meetings.

‘IN THE PINK’
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RSPB Inversnaid
Spring has been a
fantastic period on the
reserve with avian
visitors arriving and

leaving! On 16th April, a bright but cold
morning, winter migrants were leaving with
fieldfare and a few redwings were seen
stocking up for their imminent flight back
to Scandinavia. Skeins of pink footed and
greylag geese were seen flying north up
Loch Lomond heading for Iceland with the
first skein being observed at 05.30 with
more following on throughout the morning.
Fourteen whooper swans appeared to have
their migration route slightly wrong though.
They flew south down Loch Lomond on the
west side of the loch at about 900 metres
(just under 3000 feet), they would appear
and disappear against the snowy patches
on the mountain tops, a wonderful sight
against such a scenic background.
Eventually they flew west behind Ben
Vorlich and were lost to view. Hopefully
they got their bearings correct and are now
back in their breeding grounds in Iceland.
Summer migrants have been arriving with
the return of the swallows to the Garrison
workshop on 11th April (time to get the
covers on equipment again!), followed
shortly afterwards with house martins over
the Manse. Wheatears are also back on
the high ground and the call of the cuckoo
can now be heard which heralds the start
of spring for many people. Again on the16th
April, we had superb views of an osprey
flying low in front of the Garrison car park
as it slowly crossed in front of us. In the

process, it managed to upset the mixed
pair of hooded and carrion crow that have
started to nest in a nearby tree.
Skylarks, meadow pipits and curlew have
also been returning from their wintering
areas in the lowland and on the coast,
including the oystercatcher pair, which have
been inspecting their nesting ledge on the
ruins of the Garrison. The black grouse are
lekking (displaying) every morning with a
count of four on the reserve at three
separate leks
sites.
In the woodland,
which has now
started to green
up as the leaves
are beginning to
open, tree pipits,
wood warblers,
redstarts and pied
flycatchers are
singing and
gathering nesting
material. On the
loch, goosander, red-breasted merganser
and common gulls are all showing well with
dipper and grey wagtail on the shoreline.
The current warm sunny period has brought
out the butterflies with green hairstreak;
small tortoiseshell and peacock recorded
but as yet no small pearl-bordered fritillary
on Garrison. Orange tips have also been
showing well on the West Highland Way.
Finally, on a much sadder note – how many
of you have seen a wildcat? I would imagine

the answer to that would be very few. A
wildcat was killed on the road between
Kinlochard and the reserve, yet another
blow to a species that is in serious decline
through loss of habitat, persecution and
hybridisation with domestic cats. The
wildcat was brought to Dave Anderson,
Conservation Officer for the Forestry
Commission Scotland based in Aberfoyle
and he pointed out the diagnostics that
confirmed its truly wild status. It has been

over five years since I
last observed a wildcat
in this area; even then,
I am not sure if it was
a true wildcat as its
behaviour on that
morning was unusual.
The wildcat was on a
log and we stopped to
view it, actually getting
out of the vehicle after
a while to try to
understand why it was
acting so unusually as

it should really have disappeared as soon
as it saw us.  It continued to stand and
snarl at us from about 100 metres, then
after a seemingly lengthy period, it turned
around, dropped off the log and
disappeared into the woodland. No sign of
any young, a prey item or anything else
that could explain its behaviour. I hope that
it will not be another five years before I see
my next wildcat.

Duncan Cameron
Conservation Assistant

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) is calling on
visitors and workers in the outdoors to be alert
for any sightings of our most elusive predator, the
Scottish Wildcat (Felis sylvestris). The
organisation believes people using the countryside
for work or leisure in 2008 can play a key role in
helping the plight of one of Scotland’s rarest and
most secretive mammals.
The importance of public participation was
stressed by Environment Minister Michael Russell
who officially launched the 2008-2009 Scottish
Wildcat Survey - the first national survey of
wildcats for twenty years - to chart the health
and number of the native population across the
country. Throughout 2008 SNH will be working to
build up a picture of the wildcat population
distribution to assess its current survival
prospects as a distinct Scottish species.
Launching the survey at the Highland Wildlife Park,
Kincraig, Michael Russell said:
“The elusive wildcat is one of our most exciting
and charismatic species, but also one of our most
threatened. The last survey, conducted in the
Eighties, suggested very low population densities
in parts of the country where you could expect to
find the animals. In order to ensure that future
generations can enjoy this wonderful native animal
we need an up-to-date and comprehensive picture
of its distribution, trends and threats.”
“People in the countryside, whether working there
or simply out for a walk, now have a chance to
participate in important conservation work. I would

encourage anyone who comes into contact with
a wildcat or suspected wildcat in the countryside
to record the details and report the encounter to
the Scottish Wildcat Survey.”
In the last survey between 1983-87 the distribution
of the wildcat appeared to be focused on an area
north of the central belt from the North East across
to Lochaber. Field research suggests there are
approximately 3,500 independent animals aged
over five months across Scotland. Studies of the
animal’s density suggested that Glen Tanar on
Deeside had up to 30 wildcats per 100 square
kilometres whilst Ardnamurchan had just 8 wildcats
per 100 square kilometres.
People can support the 2008-2009 Scottish Wildcat
Survey by sending in records of when and where
they see wild-living cats. Institutional and individual
land owners and managers have already been
targeted with a mailed questionnaire. Participants
fill in a form on paper or online noting certain
features observed on the cat which are key to
determining the likelihood of it being a wildcat.”
Please send any records of the wildcat for the
survey through the website at
http://www.naiadecology.co.uk/wildcatsurv.html
Or phone Adrian Davis on 01350 727201, or write
to, Naiad Environmental Consultancy, Birnam
Guest House, 4 Murthly Terrace, Birnam, Dunkeld,
PH8 0BG.

Scottish Wildcat Survey launched by Environment Minister
The wildcat is the last surviving native
member of the Felidae, the cat family, to be
found in the wild in Britain. Now unique to
Scotland, it has been listed in the Species
Action Framework for conservation effort
over the next five year to improve its habitat
and reduce threats of hybridisation with feral
domestic cats. The Scottish wildcat has
survived by clinging on in habitat margins
between mountain and moorland and forest
and fields, preying chiefly on rabbits but also
predating on a variety of small birds and
mammals.
Wildcats are mostly brown with black striped
tabby and there are seven primary identify-
ing characteristics which distinguish a Scot-
tish Wildcat. These are: black stripe along
back but not extending down tail; blunt black
tail-tip; distinct black bands around tail;
unbroken stripes on flanks and hindquar-
ters; absence of spots on flanks and hind-
quarters; number and thickness of stripes on
nape of neck; number and thickness of stripes
on shoulders.
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The Aberfoyle Line - part 2
The opening of the Strathendrick & Aberfoyle Railway enabled passengers journeying
from the Glasgow and Stirling areas by the Forth & Clyde Junction Railway to change
trains at Buchlyvie for their onward travel to Aberfoyle. By August 1891, the Blane
Valley Railway and the Strathendrick & Aberfoyle Railway were absorbed by the North
British Railway. As well as providing rail transport for passenger traffic, agricultural
produce, and other essential supplies, coal was now carried by train to Aberfoyle – a
region which had previously relied on locally-cut peat for its fuel.
On its take-over by the North British Railway, the Company’s resident engineer reported
that the operation of the line fell below the necessary standards, the railway relying on
short sidings, a lack of cattle-bays, dilapidated buildings, and deficient equipment.
However, a welcome injection of capital from its new owners was soon to transform
the line’s infrastructure and administration.  Through rail services were introduced
from Glasgow (Queen Street) to Aberfoyle but, apart from summer excursion traffic,
passenger trains were never filled to capacity, especially in later years, and the line
never achieved its intended popularity; the Caledonian Railway route through Callander
to the Trossachs always remained the more favoured journey.  However, the Aberfoyle
railway, being the only means of transport available to the local population, encouraged
keen rivalry between the various stations, the North British Railway entering into the
spirit by awarding prizes for floral displays and the appearance of their staff.  When
important personalities, such as the Duke of Montrose, were due to travel on the line,
every effort was made to ensure their comfort and convenience.  King Edward VII
was an occasional visitor to Duntreath Castle, north of Blanefield, which resulted in
the Royal Train appearing on the branch.  In pre-grouping days the locomotives working
into Aberfoyle were polished to perfection by their regular crews, whilst the
stationmasters were given the respect usually reserved for the local doctor or vicar.
The original terminus of the Blane Valley Railway at Killearn was almost two miles from
the village of that name. A new station was built nearer the village, which resulted in
the stations being shown in the timetable as Killearn (Old) and Killearn (New), which
later became the single-platform station called Killearn. The confusion continued when
the old station at Killearn changed its name to Dumgoyne Hill, which by 1897 had been
abbreviated to Dumgoyne.
The Aberfoyle railway branched left from the up side of the Glasgow (Queen Street) to
Falkirk and Edinburgh (Waverley) mainline to the east of Lenzie, continuing north on a
falling gradient towards the valley of the River Kelvin, before crossing the Monkland &
Kirkintilloch Railway — one of Scotland’s oldest lines, opened in 1826. After crossing
the River Luggie, the route of the railway passed under an aqueduct carrying the Forth
St Clyde Canal over the valley before reaching the town of Kirkintilloch.  A small
platform situated a short distance to the south of the station, was called Back-’o-Loch
Halt — so-named because it served the back or outskirts or Kirkintilloch. The railway
then crossed the River Kelvin and ran under the North British Railway line between
Maryhill to the north of Glasgow and Kilsyth in Stirlingshire, thence through Milton of
Campsie (formerly Milton) to Lennoxtown, where a short spur line from Blane Valley
Junction terminated at Lennoxtown goods station. The railway then passed through
the scenic area of the line with its well-known waterfalls and tumbling burns in a picnic
spot between Campsie Glen and Blanefield — a crossing point with an island platform
station — before entering the regions of Strathblane and Strathendrick, between Killearn
and Gartness Junction. A high stone bridge carried the railway over the Endrick Water
before the line joined the cross-country Forth & Clyde Junction Railway.
At Gartness Junction, the 6-mile-long section of railway continued north- eastwards
towards Buchlyvie, which in its heyday dealt with seventeen trains daily. East of
Buchlyvie, the line branched north-west towards Aberfoyle, crossing the narrow
River Forth on a single-line girder bridge, before passing through Gartmore, the most
southerly station in Perthshire which was dosed to passengers in October 1949.
The terminus station at Aberfoyle had a long single platform with a track cross-over to
enable the engine to run round its train for the return journey. A small engine shed with
space for one engine and equipped with a turntable, classified as a sub-depot of
Glasgow Eastfield (65A), adjoined the station goods yard. The base of the engine
turntable can still be seen today in the small wood near the car-park. From 1885 to 1936
the Aberfoyle slate quarries — the third largest producers in Scotland, which ceased
production in 1958 — used a narrow-gauge railway to transport slates to the main line
for distribution.  In the later North British Railway era and into LNER days, Kirkintilloch
was served by around twelve passenger trains daily in each direction, with seven
trains to Lennoxtown, five to Blanefield, and three trains continuing to Aberfoyle, the
services beyond Kirkintilloch operating on weekdays only, apart from some summer
excursion traffic. As well as the Glasgow (Queen Street) through trains, direct coaches
were advertised to run from Edinburgh (Waverley) to Aberfoyle via the Forth Bridge,
Alloa, and Stirling, but these services were discontinued on the closure of the former
Forth & Clyde Junction Railway route to passenger traffic on October 1934.  A variety of
the smaller Holmes Wheatley, and Reid-designed 0-6-0 and 4-4-0 engine types worked
between Glasgow, Kirkintilloch, Buchlyvie and Aberfoyle, and its associated lines shown
on the map, these engines being mostly supplied by Glasgow Eastfield depot. After the
Grouping and into British Railways days, the older engine types were replaced or
augmented by former North British Railway Class ‘C16’ 4-4-2Ts, ‘J37’ 0-6-Os, and the
well-distributed ‘Vi’ and ‘V3’ 2-6-2Ts. A Sentinel 6-cylinder railcar, No 312 Retaliator, also
worked to Aberfoyle in the 1930s, as can be seen in the illustrations, but no definite
information can confirm the duration or extent of its working. At a time when local
services into Aberfoyle were reduced to a single brake composite coach hauled by a
former North British Railway Class ‘J37’ 0-6-0, through passenger services from Glasgow
were discontinued during the line’s final years of operation.
The Campsie branch and its local lines were closed between 1951 and 1964. The last
train to Aberfoyle ran on Saturday, 29 September 1951, the booking office at Glasgow (Queen Street) being over- whelmed by the demand for tickets on the
final day.

A commercial postcard, showing the town of Aberfoyle from the south,
with railway line clearly visible in the foreground just above the figure
in the picture.  Courtesy Mrs M. P. Johnson

Bailie Nicol Jarvie Hotel features in the background of this picture of
Aberfoyle station from 1950. In the railway’s heyday, the Baffle Nicol
Jarvie Hotel at Aberfoyle was known worldwide for those who wished
to shoot, hunt, and fish in the area. It also ran the four-in-hand
coaches northwards to Loch Katrine Pier for a cruise on the loch and
a circular tour via Inversnaid.

The engine shed at Aberfoyle housed one locomotive and was sub-
shed to Eastfield. The turntable, situated outside the shed entrance, is
clearly visible in this 1950 view.

Aberfoyle station, at some time before 1936, with ex-NBR ‘J35’ 0-6-
0 No 9194 on a passenger train. Crew and station staff pose for a
picture. Courtesy Rowan Seabrook

Article reproduced with kind permission from Steam Days, November 1997
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We also offer Tuesday morning painting classes,
including lunch, just £5. Call for details!

YOU'LL LOVE TUESDAYS 
...AT GARTMORE HOUSE

Gartmore, Stirling, FK8 3RS

Book now for our 
'Treat Yourself Tuesday'

day classes

• 29 April
Flower Arranging

• 1 July / 2 September 
Watercolour Painting

• 2 December 
Christmas Crafts

Cost £16.50 (including lunch)

Call us on 01877 382 991 or
email info@gartmorehouse.com
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Luxury 7 Seater People Carrier
Airport Transfers

Local and Long Distance Hire Available
Prompt & Reliable Service

Competitive Rates

Trossachs Cab Company
Your Local Private Cab Company

Tel 01877 382108 or 07791 598925
Main Street Aberfoyle FK83UX

Alastair Wilson
Joiner

All joinery work and property maintenance undertaken
Fully insured      Free estimates

9 Baillie Nicol Jarvie Court, Aberfoyle

Tel 01877 382 807
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Contributions welcome. Contact David Wilkie on 01877 382258 or email david.wilkie@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

A View from the Lodge!
(photo courtesy of John McKinlay)

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Canine Capers Easter Diary

Despite being in danger of stating the obvious,
Spring is in the air
A truly glorious time, when Nature begins to prepare
New sights, sounds, and smells for us all to share
With an explosion of life of which to be aware
And as the forest carpet takes on a different shape
There appears one tiny plant more rampant than the bracken, or rape
Ring any bells?
With a preposterous show of strength, and colour, they ‘lord it up’
As if competing for some mythical ‘cup’
In truth, they need not bother trying so hard - as in most people’s eyes
They are already lined up for the perennial ‘prize’
Despite our frustration that they choose to stay but for a short while
Their pompous parade never fails to raise a smile
Surely no other flower in all creation
Offers such a wondrous display in this, or any other nation
And for something which attacks our senses so much
Its hold over us, still, allows only the gentlest of a touch
Behold and enjoy, and leave all in their place
For if you seek even one as a trophy, you will surely fall from grace.

Rangers CornerDML Notice Board
BLUEBELL FESTIVAL
SUNDAY 25 MAY / SUNDAY 2 JUNE  2.00 P.M.
The displays speak for themselves, but this is an excellent
chance to enjoy them in the company of a Forest Ranger,
who will offer a unique introduction into this very special of
flowers during the guided walks, together with a broader
insight into the wide range of wildflower activity within The
Lodge grounds.
 Adults £ 2.50, children under-14 go free, if accompanied.
YOGA DAYS
SATURDAY 14 JUNE   10.00 A.M. - 4.00 P.M.
A very special opportunity awaits with this comprehensive
introduction into the astonishing variety of benefits to be
found through Yoga.  £ 30.00 per person, lunch included.
THE SECRET COMMONWEALTH OF FAERIES
SUNDAY 15 JUNE 12.00 P.M. -4.00 P.M.
See accompanied article for details
GREEN DAYS
SATURDAY 21 / SUNDAY 22 JUNE   11.00 A.M. -4.00 P.M.
This weekend will showcase through workshops and
interpretation displays, the impact we have on our
environment and what we can do to make a difference.

DML Hotline 01877 382258

For the second year running, inclement
weather threatened to spoil our annual
dog day. Once again, though, droves
of dog lovers descended upon The
Lodge in defiance of the constant
drizzle of rain, to “ soak up “ the
atmosphere. A fantastic time was had
by all, and although the planned agility
and training displays were curtailed
somewhat, due to the weather, there
was an overwhelming degree of
support from participants and visitors
alike, to retain the event in The Lodge
calendar ( the dogs kind of enjoyed
themselves, too !! ) Many thanks to Jim
Fleming and his team from Top Dog
Training, the two Stuarts and Collette
from The Trossachs Mountain Rescue
team, Mione and Helen from Glendrick
Roost Welfare Centre, Stevie and Irene
from A -One - To -One dog grooming
services, Alistair and assorted nutters
from’ Barking Mad ‘, June and “ Tia “
from Pet Rade, and Sharon and John
from Guide Dogs For The Blind, all of
whom turned up, despite it being a
Bank holiday week-end,  to give
enthusiastic support for the event.

March 21st
Going by previous years, we would
normally treat Good Friday as “the calm
before the storm” (Easter Sunday). This
time round, we had to deal with the
storm before the storm, in actual terms,
as the visitors sought refuge from the
howling winds and horizontal snowdrifts
which battered The Lodge. The Bluebell
Café coped admirably with the influx, hot
dishes being the order of the day. Quite
why, however, the hordes of Go-Ape
enthusiasts thought to fulfil their booking
obligations in such conditions will
remain a mystery to me.
March 22nd
The continued chill factor clearly demonstrated no obstacle for the hardy souls who
turned up at The Lodge to enjoy the facilities on offer. As the momentum gathered pace,
we made it through the day by way of no small amount of adrenalin. Yet still, the air of
expectancy of the Fun Day hung heavy....
March 23rd
....And so it would prove. The Sunday turned out to be one of those very special “David
Marshall Lodge Days”, as the old building fairly creaked at the seams ‘under the weight’
of visitors. On days like these, when the atmosphere is so intense, it is almost as if she
generates a pulse of her own. On days like these, I feel happy to be alive.
March 24th
It was almost inevitable that the high octane content of the previous day’s activities
would result in a ‘hangover’ of sorts. Yet, despite the thought of another exhausting
shift, an extra effort was made to bring the weekend to a satisfying close. It is worth
recording that a collective staff of around thirty informed, entertained and catered for
nearly seven thousand people at The Lodge over the four days. Bring on the next one!!!

Duck race mania overtakes The Lodge
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On a recent visit to The Lodge, ex-lumber Jill, Agnes
Smith of Edinburgh, recognised herself in one of
the display banners in the foyer! (she’s the one on
the right of the picture)

Our Easter bunny raffle prize winner, Mairi Rose
Mathieson, and Rona, of Doune, pictured at the
deer sculpture

“Wood” you believe it - Peter Brown from Go Ape
has ‘ carved ‘ out an opening for a silverback to
join the team.

‘ Rags ‘ from Glendrick Roost shuffles for a parking position in the
chaos that is Dog Day Afternoon

Braeval Antiques
Aberfoyle

Tel. 01877 382400
Mobile 07989 746617

Ask for Andrew

Braeval Old Mill, Braeval,
Nr Aberfoyle, Stirling. FK8 3UY

I have been involved in the antiques business on a part-time
basis for the past forty years and am passionate about my work.
Since retiring from the hospitality business I am now involved
on a full-time basis and would, therefore, be delighted to help,
to the best of my ability and knowledge, in the following areas:

1. Free valuations for insurance (without prejudice)
2. Valuations for probate (without prejudice) cost 2.5 %

of valuation
3. To help and advise on a) antiques repairs b) antiques

restoration c) antiques maintenance
4. Help and advice on selling your antiques by auction
5. The location and purchase of that rare item you have

always promised yourself
6. I purchase individual items
7. I purchase complete estate or house contents

Every contact is made with total discretion, confidentiality and
courtesy, at a time to suit the client.  Properties cleared will be
left secure, swept and tidy.

Yoga Introduction Course
To practice yoga you don’t have to be anything BUT yourself!

This five week introduction course will help you start your yoga practice
with a solid foundation, learning some basic yoga postures and breathing
techniques, with an emphasis on adapting yoga to suit you, not you trying
to adapt to yoga.  This course will prepare you for being able to fit into and
have the confidence to enjoy the benefits of any yoga class you choose
to be part of, and to begin a self practice that you can enjoy for life.

The cost of the 5 week course is £5 per session
(total cost £25, however the first session is free,
so total cost is £20 to be paid at the first session),

run on the following Saturdays from 8.45am-9.45am
21 June, 28 June, 5 July, 19 July, 26 July

At the David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle. Booking essential.
For more information contact Brenda 01877 389302 or

www.chilloutscotland.com
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St Mary’s Episcopal Church

From the Manse
My son tells this story from his university days.
He and his friends were in the Student Union
bar, celebrating a 21st birthday.  They were having a quiet
but merry time minding their own business.  A female
student came over.  She was rather large, apparently, and
as so often happens in such cases, dressed in inverse
proportion to her size, with a tight, short skirt and a skinny
T-shirt that revealed a multitude of tums.
“Bet I can drink you under the table”, she challenged my
son and his friends.  Quick as a flash one of them retorted,
“At least we would fit under the table”.  The poor girl retreated
in tears while my son and his friends were caught between
laughter and pity.
Now I’m the first to sympathize with the girl and I confess I
too would mostly choose a Mars bar before a nice fresh
salad - which is probably why my robes seem to have got
a little bit tight recently.   Fat has become a big issue (big
tissue?) in our society.  We are caught between extremes
- the warnings about anorexia and stick-insect supermodels,
and horror stories about obesity.  Apparently, one in four
UK preschool children is fat.  And Scotland is not exactly
the sylph of Europe.
What’s happened?  Is this a kind of Glencoe Massacre in
reverse, as it were, with McDonald’s fast food winning over
(comparatively) healthier Campbell’s tomato soup?
We are at Pentecost - the feast of the Holy Spirit, which
delights in the variety of creation - and these days going to
the supermarket is a veritable Pentecostal experience.  You
see shelves loaded with delights from all over the world.
So much choice and variety, particularly among fruit and
veg ... yet still the cream cake counter beckons.  Here’s
an idea. Before stuffing our faces with that cream cake,
thinking momentarily of calories and saying “well, I can
diet tomorrow”, perhaps we should adopt an age-old custom
that might just hold us food sinners in check.  It is the
custom of saying grace before meals (and those snacks
we think don‘t count), and thanking God for our food.
Grace for gracefulness.  It could be the new healthy eating
slogan.
Services are held each Sunday in Port of Menteith Church at
10am and Aberfoyle Parish Church at 11.15am
1st June:  Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated
in Aberfoyle Church.

AberfAberfAberfAberfAberfoooooyle and Pyle and Pyle and Pyle and Pyle and Port oort oort oort oort offfff
Menteith Parish ChurchMenteith Parish ChurchMenteith Parish ChurchMenteith Parish ChurchMenteith Parish Church The Mystery Of Easter

When writing last, I described the joy that must have
been experienced by the relatives of the pilot Harry
Hawker. Hawker, in the course of an attempt to cross the
Atlantic Ocean by aeroplane in 1919 crashed into the
sea. In the absence of radio, he was presumed dead,
and his Memorial Service arranged. He was in fact rescued by a passing
ship. Just before the service, Hawker appeared before his delighted
family and friends. The incident gives us some idea of the joy of Christ’s
friends and disciples at the first Easter some two thousand years before,
when Christ was found to have risen from the dead. But Christ did not
defeat death merely to give joy and happiness to his followers. Instead
he rose from death to give the world the hope of everlasting life.
As the title to this column suggests, it is impossible to adequately
explain let alone understand the meaning of everlasting life. Many
questions race through ones mind on the point but remain unanswered.
Is everlasting life to be spent in heaven? How does one enter Heaven?
Who else will be in Heaven?  Who will inherit eternal life? Down the
centuries, thousands of gallons of ink have been poured upon countless
reams of paper in an attempt to explain the mystery of Easter. We
might speculate about the many aspects of eternal life until the cows
come home. Alas only one thing is certain which is that nothing is
certain until we have departed this world.
But in fact detail can wait: what is important now is that we have in
mind the basic hope.
I tend to view everlasting life through the eyes of an imaginary tourist
arriving in Aberfoyle a century ago.  Arriving here by railway line, the
traveller will rightly imagine his journey to be at an end, for of course the
line was laid no further than Aberfoyle. However should the tourist have
wished to venture further, a coach and horses could readily be boarded
in the station yard to Inversnaid or Stronachlachar. If we are able to
believe the promise of eternal life, then we regard this life as not being
the end, but rather the start of a further stage of a journey. Such a belief
is of great advantage. It tempers the fear of our own immortality, and
sometimes comforts the grief we suffer for those departed.  Imperfectly
described, this is the mystery of Easter.
St Mary’s Church, Main Street Aberfoyle FK8 3UJ
Wedding and Baptism enquiries always welcomed by contacting Richard
Grosse Rector on 01877 382887 or email richard_grosse@hotmail.com
Services at 11.15am each Sunday
Preacher and celebrant on the 18th May: The Reverend Peter Potter,
Rector of St Columbia, Largs.

ReikiReikiReikiReikiReiki

   W   W   W   W   Waaaaayyyyy
Mobile Reiki Healing

June Symmons
    Tel: 01877 389309    Mobile: 07768 687475

 Please telephone for Brochure and costs/quotation
         Costs based on location andrequirements

     Reduced rates for Senior Citizens, offers available
 ‘Reiki for you and your family ~ at your location’

 Yoga Day
Saturday 14 June 2008

9.45am – 4pm
Whether you have never done Yoga before,

or if you have been practicing for years,
come and join us for a fun morning of

Yoga asana and pranayama,
followed by a well-deserved lunch.

The afternoon will be spent exploring effective
relaxation and visualisation techniques which you can

incorporate into your personal yoga practice
or your daily life.

£35 per person Lunch included
Booking essential

Phone 01877 389302 for more info
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Aberfoyle Post Office

Shop OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Sat: 8am -5.30 Sun: 11am – 5.30pm

Save endangered species!
Support your  POST OFFICES

Pop in to see our range of insurances,
and savings products.

Order travel money – Euros always in stock
Travel insurance at the counter

Have we had spring? It seems to me we
have gone from another mild winter straight
into summer! Well, now it’s here let’s
appreciate what a beautiful part of the world
we live in. Just look at the masses of
bluebells in the woodland around us and
those pockets of delicate yellow primroses
on the embankments. Isn’t nature
wonderful?
Why is it when we try to “help” nature in our
own little plot of the world, our gardens, it is
so difficult and such hard work? Because
we are not content with what would naturally
grow there. We call them weeds. We want a
variety of colours and shapes, plants that
not only come from other areas but from other
continents!  It is quite easy for us to delay
planting out summer flowers that need a
warmer climate e.g. by buying them now or
growing them in a greenhouse or on a
windowsill until the risk of frosts or bitter cold
winds is over. Shrubs and plants that like to
grow in woodland, we can grow in a shady,
sheltered part of our garden and so on. That
is not too difficult.
What we sometimes forget is, not the
temperature or the obvious natural situation
our chosen plants prefer, but the soil in which
they would grow. Here in Strathard we mostly
have very damp peaty soil and some
gardens have mainly clay which is, even on
a slope, difficult to drain!  Also with our heavy
rainfall (in both senses of the word!) the
goodness (nutrients and minerals) is
washed away leaving poor hard soil that the
plants struggle to grow in.  
Therefore, what we must do to give our
garden plants the best chance, whether they
are native to this area or not, is to give them
the soil conditions they would prefer. It is
worth checking what pH your shrubs prefer.
This is not as difficult as it sounds: most
plants are not fussy. In our district the soil
tends to be slightly acid suiting heathers,
rhododendrons and conifers for example.
To feed them add some iron based plant
food (lots of varieties available).  If we want
to grow alkaline loving plants e.g. lilac and
aubrieta we can add some lime to the soil
around them. (This is why you’ll find aubrieta
thrives on walls).   Too wet and sticky? - Add
some grit and organic matter (compost, from
your own heap or bought from the garden
centre). If these are forked in as you weed or
every time you plant something, over time
your soil texture will improve: it will be easier
to work and won’t get beaten to resemble
concrete by the rain. Air will get in and water
will run through.
Often things we want to grow just rot in the
ground: alpines for example. There is a clue
to their natural habitat in the group name of
course! These short growing plants can put
up with extreme cold and wind but need to
be in free draining soil - gritty and never up
to their necks in damp soil!
So, although most of the things we want to
grow in our very own few square metres of
the world will grow happily without any
special care, it sometimes helps if we
remember where their natural homes are.
Happy gardening!

 

TTTTThe     GGGGGarden ........by Fleur........by Fleur........by Fleur........by Fleur........by Fleur
Over 60 people
turned up to Active
Stirl ing’s weekly
walk in Aberfoyle on
Thursday 15 May.
This week walks
were combined to all
run on the one day
as an outing for the
intrepid walkers.  On
the day, there was a
selection of walks on
offer in the morning
and afternoon, with
different degrees of
difficulty.  Tricia
Cumming, walks co-ordinator was delighted with the turnout saying, “A big thanks goes
out to everyone who turned up to enjoy the splendour of Aberfoyle and the walks on
offer.”  Photo shows group about to set off on walks around Aberfoyle.

Aberfoyle Draws Them In

Kirkton Farm
Aberfoyle

01877 382316

DIY/Grass

Livery

available

support@microcroft.co.uk

computer repairs - online and on the road

Computer M.O.T’s - while you wait
PC Pest Control - all viruses destroyed

Mobile Computer Spares Service
Remote Support - online/phone

PC Doctor - health checks

01877 382 994
www.microcroft.co.uk

support@microcroft.co.uk

Advertising Costs
40mm x 37mm £5
40mm x 75mm £10
75mm x 75mm £20
152mm x 40mm £20
190mm x 190mm £30

iain

glen
painting Iain Glen

Tel: 01877 382 296
Mob: 07737726338
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01877 382473

BLACK BULL HOTEL
GARTMORE

BAR LUNCHES AND AN EXTENSIVE
EVENING MENU AVAILABLE EVERY DAY
FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

(100 MAXIMUM)
*CARRY OUT MENU NOW AVAILABLE*

OPEN ALL DAY
01877 382225

www.blackbullgartmore.co.uk

Contractors

Tel: 01877 387202
Mob: 07803 615924

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

woodland & timber services
tree surgery

firewood
fencing

chemical spraying

Forthvale

A giant 20 foot fish may have anglers in
Central Scotland doing a double take as it
makes its way through Aberfoyle to a new
home in Loch Ard forest on Thursday 24
April.
The only snag is that the pike can’t be
caught or eaten - the fish is made from
metal and will be mounted in the loch. The
eye catching work of art is one of eight
sculptures being installed in Loch Ard forest
as part of a wider tourism development
project between Forestry Commission
Scotland, Scottish Enterprise Forth Valley
and Destination Trossachs which aims to
create a family friendly
experience in Loch Ard
forest.
The sculptures will
feature along the 16
miles of forest road in
Loch Ard. The road
consists of five different
cycle routes which run
through a wide variety of
terrain and past many
impressive sights
including Loch Ard itself,
Loch Chon and two rivers
which tumble through the
forest to join the river
Forth - Duchary Water
and Kelty Water.
Stuart Chalmers for
Forestry Commission
Scotland said:  “This
project is designed to
appeal to families and
encourage them to visit
Scotland’s forests and
take part in some healthy
exercise. The sculptures
and other phases of the
project add a learning
element to the visit, and

The One That Got Away
can help make exercise fun. We have
based the sculptures on the local wildlife
found in Loch Ard, so keep an eye out for
both the sculptures and the real thing!
“This is a three phase project, with phase
one being complete by June 2008. By the
time the project is completed in three
years, Loch Ard forest will be a real draw
for families and contain a variety of art,
orientation points and unusual tales to
entertain everyone.  We are looking forward
to the fish being transported through
Aberfoyle - I’m sure the residents won’t
have seen anything like it before!”

The sculptures are:
• A large eight foot diameter sun sculpture -
similar to an asterisk symbol, which will be hung
between two large trees at the Milton car park.
One face of the sun is covered with small mirrors
to reflect the surrounding landscape.
• An acorn, made from vertical logs with
the shape cut out of a cone. Visitor will be able to
walk through the cone shaped opening.
• Metal cut outs of red squirrels will be
painted bright red. The squirrels are holding light
sabres to represent that they are fighting back
against the grey squirrels.
• A fox with her cubs will be made from
mirror so that they reflect the surrounding
landscape and will almost disappear - just like the
real ones. The sculptures are slightly larger than
life size.
• A three dimensional sculpture of an eagle,
made out of small sections of mirror will be mounted
on a pole overlooking Loch Ard.
• A large metal Pike around 20ft long will be
mounted in the loch. The sculpture was inspired
by the reflections of branches sticking out of a
loch.
• An osprey made from lots of small bent
metal rods will be placed on an eight foot high log.
The wingspan on the sculpture is about three ft.
• A six foot long shiny metal dragonfly with
see through winds will be suspended in the loch.

The eye catching sculptures have been
made locally by Rob Mulholland and have
taken three months to make. The material
has been sourced from a variety of sources
including the use of local timber and
reclaimed metal. There will be an official
launch in June to unveil the rest of the
sculptures and additions which include
sound posts and a wildlife hide.
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With the recent spell of fine weather it seems spring has well and truly sprung and the
long days of summer are just around the corner.  This is a great time of year to venture
out into the countryside and see and hear some of the finest wildlife the Trossachs area
has on offer.  Many of our woodlands are now bursting into life, once again bedecked
with impressive carpets of bluebells
intermingled with the delicate white flowers of
the lesser stitchwort.  I recently led a walk
following the route of the West Highland Way
from Inversnaid to Rowardennen and along the
way we saw many spring flowers especially in
the dappled shade of the ancient oak woods.
The rich mosaic of pale yellow primroses, white
wood sorrel and purple dog violets near Cailness
was superb.  The banks were certainly very
bonny indeed.

As well as the return of spring colours there
has been the welcome arrival of many of our
wee feathered friends.  The familiar musical
cascading song of the willow warbler was an
ever present soundtrack for the walk.  We were
lucky to see some close up views of tree pipits
performing their distinctive “parachute” descent
from the tops of young rowan trees accompanied
by their characteristic repeated trilling song.  With
the main tourist season soon upon us, so too we

are seeing the annual return of birds such as ospreys, swallows and swifts from their
mild wintering grounds of Africa.  Whilst out and about keep a look out for the
reappearance of many of our butterfly species, taking to the wing after their long winter
dormancy.  Under the right conditions the fresh vivid colour of the orange-tip butterfly
can be seen as they search out the pale pink flowers of the Cuckoo flower on which
they lay their eggs.  You may even be lucky enough to see the bright red wing flashes
of the red admiral or the unmistakable purple “eyes” of the peacock butterfly as they
silently meander along woodland rides and field edges.
Many thanks for the wildlife sightings reported to us.  We are especially interested in
any otters or water voles you may have seen recently.  Feel free to drop by the Countryside
Rangers office at the Aberfoyle Discovery Centre on Main Street or contact either Graeme
or Craig on the number below.  If you are unable to contact us directly leave your name
and details we will contact you.

National Park Countryside Ranger News
Forthcoming ranger led events for your diary
include:
Life in the Undergrowth
Go on a wildlife safari in miniature with a National
Park ranger and discover the variety of invertebrates
living deep in the woods of Inchcailloch.
Sunday 29th June,
Inchcailloch 2 to 4pm
Booking essential, phone 01389 722100
This event is part of National Insect Week
Why Don’t You….
Join National Park rangers for an afternoon of fun,
environmental activities, games and crafts.
Tuesdays 15th and 22nd July
National Park Office, Main Street Callander,
1.30 to 4pm
Booking essential, contact 01389 722126
Children 8 – 12. Consent forms must be signed
prior to event.
Wild Art
Nature and craft activities for children abed 3 to 6.
Wednesdays 23rd and 30th July
National Park Centre, Balmaha, 2 to 3.30pm
Booking essential, contact 10389 722100
All children must be accompanied by an adult
Graeme Auty
Countryside Ranger
Tel: 01389 722115
E-mail graeme.auty@lochlomond-trossachs.org

Over 220 pupils from local schools recently
visited Cashel Forest as part of the Graham
Jeffrey Cashel Memorial Prize.  Run by the
Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National
Park Countryside
Rangers, the
competition is held
annually in
remembrance of the
late Graham Jeffrey,
one-time President of
the Royal Scottish
Forestry Society and
founder member of
Cashel – the Forest for
a Thousand Years.
The pupils get a
chance to spend a day
at Cashel taking part in fun, educational
activities and games designed to generate
ideas for a piece of work to submit to the
Graham Jeffrey Cashel Memorial
Competition.  This year the title for the written
work is ‘Living at Cashel’.  The prize is open
to all Primary 7 pupils of schools using
Cashel as an educational resource. 

Living and Learning At Cashel
Over four days pupils from seventeen
schools were led on an exciting range of
activities by the Rangers.  These included a
walk up the hill to a recreated sheiling where

they listened to
stories about how
children used to
live. They also got
the chance to see
examples of the
things people
would have worn
and made
themselves. 
Other activit ies
included looking at
the great plant
diversity on the

native woodlands and trying to make shelters
to keep ‘hot water mice’ warm - warm water
in small containers took the place of ‘mice’
and thermometers allowed the children to
see just how much heat their ‘homes’ kept
in.
Suzanne Humphris National Park
Countryside Ranger said:  ”It was a great
week, even despite the wet weather!  Cashel

is an amazing place and it’s a privilege to
take children out to explore it.  I think my
favourite bit was the enthusiasm the kids put
into sheltering their ‘hot water mice’.  A lot of
the children mentioned the sheiling as their
favourite part of their day, so I expect it to be
featuring in many of this year’s entries.”
Sylvia Jeffrey, founder of the prize said: “I was
there on the first day and accompanied the
pupils from Thornhill up the hill to the
sheiling.  I was impressed with how well
behaved they were, which showed that they
were totally absorbed.  What was great this
year was the sheer number of schools that
took part – I mean, 17 schools is fantastic. 
My husband would have been delighted.”

 Woodland Burial
…an environmentally sensitive alternative

JamiJamiJamiJamiJamie Pe Pe Pe Pe Pearearearearearsonsonsonsonson
Funeral Director DipFD MBIFD

Fintry Manse, Kippen Road, Fintry G63 0YQ

jamesspearson@btinternet.com
01360 860 345
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A substantial proportion of our economy
here in Strathard is based on tourism –
which traditionally has been great for the
area during the warm summer months but
unfortunately trade has tended to melt away
over the winter. Recently a number of local
traders and enterprises has been
attempting find ways to extend the tourist
season and in this context, both Activity
and Wild Life tourism have been discussed
as ways of attracting additional income to
the village.
One enterprise which hopes to ride the
wave of interest in this sector is Trossachs
Treks which has recently been set up by
Arthur Jones. Arthur is hoping to tempt
those visitors who are already here for a
night or two to stay a little longer, to
encourage those who have come for a week
to come back again next year and
eventually to encourage new visitors into
the area. He has been an outdoor
enthusiast for all of his life and is trying to
attract those visitors who have arrived with
their walking gear in the back of the car
wanting to explore & learn about this
interesting area, but who lack the
experience or confidence to stray from all
but the most obviously marked tracks or
honey spots.

Trossachs Treks - Walks off the beaten track
His ‘Walks off the Beaten Track’ aims not
only to take visitors to remoter parts of the
Trossachs which they would be unlikely
to find on their own, but also to help them
to learn about and understand the area.
We have a rich bio-diversity here - much
of it with an intriguing lore, an interesting
geography stretching back over 600 million
years and a fascinating history from more
recent times – all of these topics are woven
into a full day’s walking which, wherever
possible, finishes
up near to a locally
run cafe or hostelry
to enable
participants to
quench their thirsts
and enjoy some
home baking. To
cater for different
levels of ability or enthusiasm, the walks
have been graded from ‘A’ (the most
energetic which will include the ascent of
at least one hill) to ‘C’ (more gentle and
staying on lower ground), but all should
be achievable by anyone with a moderate
level of fitness.
Trossachs Treks also offers map reading
and navigation workshops. Arthur finds it
quite sad that so many people prefer to

follow signposts or waymarks – often with
no real idea of where they are actually
going - rather than looking at a map and
deciding for themselves where they would
like to go and what they would like to
explore. ‘You see so much more and have
a much more satisfying day if you have
devised and followed your own route’.
There are two levels of workshop – one for
‘Beginners’ who have limited map reading
abilities and aims to make participants feel

confident about using a
map in fairly benign
terrain where there are
distinct paths and it is
unlikely that they will be
plunged into a thick
mist. The ‘Improvers’
workshop is intended to
help those who can

already read a map but want to understand
how to use a compass and to develop the
skills to enable them to travel in more
demanding terrain.
The Trossachs Treks website can be found
at www.trossachstreks.co.uk and Arthur
would be delighted to hear from local
residents as well as visitors to the area.
Phone/Fax: 01877 382682  Mobile: 07748
690813  email: arthur@trossachstreks.co.uk

Coach, Minibus 7 to 49 Seats
Tours, parties, weddings, airports etc

Whatever the occasion
Phone: 01877 382 341

email: aberfoylecoaches@aol.com
www.aberfoylecoaches.com

Alzheimer Scotland is a
voluntary organisation that
aims to provide an all-round
package of support for people
with dementia and their
carers.
Everyone’s memory is
different; there is no such
thing as a ‘normal’ memory
and it is normal to have lapses every so often.  You should see
your doctor if your memory is steadily getting worse or is causing
problems in your life.  It may not be dementia, so a proper
diagnosis is essential.
If dementia is diagnosed, the Stirling and Clackmannanshire
Service offers a range of services for people with dementia and
their carers.  Our team offers home support and daycare in a
safe, friendly environment, with a care programme tailored to an
individual’s abilities.  Carers are not forgotten either, a number
of carer support groups are available where carers are given the
opportunity to meet others, exchange ideas and take away
information; carer education courses are also run twice a year.
The service also has a wide range of publications on various
topics for people with dementia and their carers, including money
and legal matters, choosing long-stay care and getting help
from your doctor.
Posters are being put up in your local
area giving information to help anyone
who is anxious about their memory or
that of a friend or family member.
Stirling and Clackmannanshire Service
5 New Street, Bridge of Allan, FK9 4NZ,
01786 831171
stirlingservices@alzscot.org

Unique range of arts and craft
from throughout the world

Extensive plant area for all
your gardening needs

Open seven days - 10am to 6pm
Main Street, Aberfoyle

01877 382308

plants, crafts and art

guyana

www.alzscot.org
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NOT HERE…. BUT NEAR!
Callander Business
Advice Clinic
Becomes Regular Fixture
Stirling Enterprise (STEP) Business Gateway has teamed up with
Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park Authority, to allow
individuals and businesses from the local and surrounding areas the
chance to tap in to some regular business advice.
Based on two successful pilot clinics during the month of March 2008,
Business Gateway Start-Up Adviser, Jim Fraser is keen to make his
availability at the Callander office a regular fixture.
Jim commented:  “We were pleasantly surprised with the level of
interest and uptake in our services while out in Callander for the two
free afternoon sessions.  We would encourage anyone, whether at
the thinking, planning or doing stage of getting started in business -
or keen to grow an existing business - to follow suit and come along
and talk to us.
Popular areas of advice tend to centre on tax, national insurance,
business insurance, registering a business name, employing staff,
marketing and grant availability.  However, we can provide information
and support on a wide range of business start up issues as well as
signpost to specialist partner agencies and organisations.”
Jim Fraser will be available at the LLTNPA Callander office on 15th and
29th May from 2pm to 4pm.
Anyone interested in attending should contact Stirling Enterprise (STEP)
Business Gateway on Tel: 01786 463416 or e-mail reception@stirling-
enterprise.co.uk to reserve an appointment slot.

A Unique Summer Musical Event
Callander Jazz and Blues Festival have joined forces with Steamship
Sir Walter Scott Ltd and Trossachs Leisure Ltd to stage a truly
unique weekend of Traditional and Popular Jazz entertainment.
Jazz on the Lochs will take place on Saturday 14th June and Sunday
15th June at two main venues in the Callander and the Trossachs
area with transport links to coincide with event sailing and
performance times.
The weekend programme will be as follows:
Sat 14th June:
Loch Katrine Pier and later at The Anchors Rest Bistro and Terrace.
Jazz Cruise: Two departure times available with jazz band on board
3pm: SS Sir Walter Scott with Mike Daly’s Dixieland Rhythm Kings
5pm: SS Sir Walter Scott with Papa Joe’s All Stars
Jazz Barbecue:
7.00pm:  The Anchors Rest Bistro - Moodswing with Janet Morgan
9.00pm:   The Anchors Rest Bistro - Papa Joe’s All Stars
Ticket prices:
 Jazz Cruise and Evening Jazz Barbecue £35 per person
Jazz Cruise Only £15 per person
Evening Jazz Barbecue Only £ 20 per person
Tickets are now on sale from Loch Katrine Pier Ticket Office.  Debit/
Credit Card Sales Call or Telephone 01877 332000.  Please note
passenger numbers on board the Sir Walter Scott are limited so
book early to avoid disappointment as this is already a very popular
cruise event. Visit www.lochkatrine.com  for further information
Jazz Spectacular:
Sun 15th June: Venachar Lochside Harbour Café - Marquee Venue
2pm:Hot Alabama Jazz featuring the very talented Maria Speight Quartet
4pm:The First Lady of Big Band Jazz Vocals, June Love,with the Trossachs
Big Band.   Ticket price: £15 per person
Ticket price includes buffet meal as well as both live music
performances.
Tickets are now on sale from Trossachs Leisure Ltd - Harbour
Café.  Debit/Credit card sales telephone 01877-330011
Tickets can also be purchased on arrival subject to venue
capacity.  For further information visit the following websites:
www.trossachsevents.com  www.callanderjazz.com
www.venacherlochside.co.uk
A Jazz on the Lochs weekend ticket will give you entry to all of
the Saturday and Sunday jazz events at the reduced price of
£48 per person.  Call 01877-330329 to purchase a weekend
ticket. You can also request information on overnight
accommodation in the Trossachs area.
This summer musical event has been organised to attract
substantial visitor numbers to enjoy the Trossachs area at its
scenic best and give them a taste of what the Autumn Jazz and
Blues Festival has to offer which in turn will encourage a return
visit to the area later in the year.

T.A.G.S. (Third Age Group Strathendrick)
Due to a request we are offering another Scottish holiday, a 5 Day
break: Highland Majesty & the Cairngorm Mountain Railway,
21st July. Carrbridge Hotel,  £225 Dinner B&B Free Insurance.
Contact Joan the secretary -on 449253 between noon and 7pm
Monday - Friday only. Details on the web page www.tag-
strathendrick.org
A last minute request has been made from another seniors group,
to help get enough numbers for their holiday to the English Lakeland
& The Mountain Goat, staying at the 4 star Crown & Mitre Hotel –
Carlisle. There will be a local pick up if we have interested members
for this 5 Day Break on 16th June. The cost is £249.00 per person. 
Included is a full day exploring the Northern Lakes another day to
Lake Windermere, Bowness, Grasmere & Kirkstone Pass exploring
the Southern Lakes the third trip is a spectacular drive in the
Mountain Goat minicoach to explore the mountains, valleys and
lakes not normally accessible by coach. Includes the descent of
the Hardknott Pass, the steepest in Britain and a ride on La’al
Ratty England’s oldest narrow gauge steam railway. Contact Joan
on 01360 449253 as soon as possible. The Pick ups for Ireland
on Sunday 18th May, are as follows:  Drymen Square
6.15am, Gartmore Post Office 6.30am, Buchlyvie Rob Roy 6.55am,
Balfron Cotton Street 7.05am,  Balfron register Office 7.10am,
 Killearn Spar 7.20am, Strathblane Kirkhouse Inn 7.30am. 

Strathendrick Film Society
Joan Macpherson, the media secretary, will be on the viewing panel of this years Co-operative
young film makers festival, and Joan would love to see more films by young Scottish people
in the line up. Last Saturday at the G. F. T., the Scottish entries for last years festival were
shown for the first time on the ‘ Big Screen’ in Scotland. Hopefully, that show, will encourage
more entries from Scottish youngsters. Make a film. Change your world.  Pick up a camera.

Be co-operative. Tell it as it is. The Awards 2008:  Co-operation Awards: Two awards of £150 will be
made to entries that explore co-operation in the most interesting, fun or informative way. Environment
Award: One award of £250 will be made to an entry that contributes to a better understanding of
environmental issues e.g. climate change, recycling, green energy etc. . Entries Gaelic and other
languages, particularly those of local ethnic communities, are welcome as are first-time film-makers.
Your film must be under 6 minutes long and films under 3 minutes are particularly encouraged. You
must be 21 or under (or working with young people who are 21 or under). For full entry details, rules and
regulations and selection criteria, download an entry form from
www.youngfilm-makers.coop
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School Report.....
Inversnaid Primary School
The first week of term was even more
exciting than usual for the Eco Enthusiasts
at Inversnaid Primary School. We were to
be assessed for our Eco Schools Green
Flag Award on the Thursday of that week
so finally we would find out if all our hard
work had been enough to achieve our
Green Flag.  In January we had achieved
our Silver Award for Eco Schools, just a
week after gaining our Level 2 Enhanced
Health Promoting Schools Award. With
success in our sails we continued
gathering momentum and powered
towards our first Green Flag.   The week
started with dry, sunny weather which gave
us plenty of opportunities to tidy up the
grounds but by Thursday morning we had
the usual steady rain. This gave our
Assessors a realistic view of the
conditions in which we are used to
working! Fortunately both children and staff
clearly shone with their knowledge and
understanding of the Eco Schools ethos
and our Assessment was a complete
success.  Watch out for the Green Flag
flying!  Thank you to everyone who has
supported us in our projects this year.
Inversnaid’s Eco Committee

Aberfoyle Primary School
P1/2  are studying Ponds for their topic
this term. They have been making their
own “ponds” in a cardboard box and as
you can see from this photo they are
amazing.

Aberfoyle Primary School Garden

On Saturday April 26th I went to the school
to help with the garden. First we dug out
patches for P6/7, P5/6, P3/4 and Pl/2.
Then the women put the gravel into wheel
barrows and the men took it round to the
garden. We made a main path and smaller
paths that led to the top of each garden.
The children spread the compost in the
gardens. Then we put up a weather station
to measure the wind, the temperature and
the rain. We’d like to plant cabbages, broccoli,
daffies, crocuses, peas and sunflowers and do
lessons outside.

By Rebecca More

Young Writers
Primary 6/7 at Aberfoyle Primary school
submitted a selection of poems they had
been writing in class to the Little
Laureates Poetry Competition, before
the Easter holidays.  We are pleased to
say that everyone’s poem has been
accepted for publication.  All the
children received a certificate and
stickers and a half price subscription to
Scribbler magazine.  Here are two
examples of one of the poems by Lewis
Simpson.

by Leah Hailstones and Shaun Anderson

In the Night
In the dark the shadows creep
The wolfs howl and the bats screech
The cats wait for the sun to rise and the owls
wait for the moon to compromise.

In the night the dragons fly
The trees shadows look in your eye
The moon turns the wind to silver crisp
Meets goblins like willow the wisp.

Looking through the starry night.
You will probably get a fright because of the
goblins and ghouls
But remember they’re coming!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

By Lewis Simpson

P4

The Dance Connection has had a very busy year. Many of its pupils have
been sitting exams and Carla Duggan, Director, has been delighted with the
high level of passes and the grades achieved by her pupils.
During the spring break some of the pupils enjoyed a very successful Easter
School at the Memorial Hall in Aberfoyle. The children enjoyed three days
of dance, drama and games culminating with a concert for parents and
friends on the afternoon of the final day. (The Aberfoyle Toddlers enjoyed an
impromptu concert as they were also at the hall on the final day!) The
performance included three songs and dances from Oliver and the finale
was a jazz performance of ‘Boogie Wonderland’. The audience was also
treated to performances from Eilidh McRae who is a former Senior Associate with Scottish Ballet and Barry Drummond who is
with the upper school at the Royal Ballet in London. Eilidh and Barry choreographed for the children along with Carla.   The Dance
Connection holds classes in ballet, tap, modern and jazz in Aberfoyle and Callander from age 3 upwards. For more information
about classes contact Carla Duggan tel: 07815 146462.

The Dance Connection
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Tel: 01877 382 341/342

GARAGE WORKSHOP

Mot’s while you wait, Mon-Sat
Car and Bus Servicing, Tyres,
 Exhausts, & General Repairs.

ABERFOYLE MOTORS Ltd
Main Street, Aberfoyle, FK8 3UG

Stirling’s young students have taken part in a competition dis-
cussing Europe with a prize of visiting the heart of government
in Europe.  S3 pupils took part in a national speaking competi-
tion on Diversity in Europe organised by the Scottish European
Educational Trust and funded by the European Parliament.
McLaren High School pupils, Fiona Wiedmann and Charlotte
Hill won the heat held in Council Chambers on Wednesday 19
March. They fought off fierce competition from teams from
Balfron High and St Modan’s
High.  The girls will now go
on to take part in the national
final in Edinburgh in May
2008 where the winners will
be taken on an all expenses
paid trip to Brussels to visit
the European Parliament,
European Commission and
European School.

McLaren pupils take another
step towards Europe

Stirling Council has joined the national Waste Aware Scotland Home
Composting Campaign to offer residents discounted compost bins.
The 2008 campaign, launched nationwide by the Cabinet Secretary for
Rural Affairs and the Environment Richard Lochhead, aims to get even
more of the Scottish public composting kitchen and garden waste by
offering discounted compost bins.  The campaign is a partnership be-
tween Waste Aware Scotland, WRAP (the Waste & Resources Action Pro-
gramme), the Scottish Government and all 32 Local Authorities in Scot-
land.
Householders will receive information on how they can order their com-
post bins as well as advice and tips on composting at home.  A range of
discounted compost bins is available from as little as £6.  Each order
comes with a free kitchen caddy and welcome pack with your guide on
how to start composting at home. All orders include free delivery.  Regular
newsletters and ezines will also be sent to participating households with
news, information and seasonal tips.
Commenting on the campaign, Environment Portfolio holder Councillor
Jim Thomson said:  “Composting at home helps to reduce the 900,000
tonnes of kitchen and garden waste that Scotland produces every year.  It
is also a great free soil conditioner for your garden.  I would urge people to
buy a bin and do their bit for the environment by taking up home
composting.”
This year’s campaign offers additional support to first time composters,

with seven Home Composting Advisors throughout Scotland of-
fering advice and support through local events and workshops.
The campaign is also backed by a network of Home Compositing
Heroes – members of the public who aim to share practical
hints and tips about composting at home with their local com-
munities. Being a Home Composting Hero is a great way to
promote composting in your area and helps the environment by
reducing the amount of waste being sent to landfill.  If you are
interested or would like further information about how to become
a Home Composting Hero please contact

homecompost@wasteawarescotland.org.uk
A new Waste Aware Scotland Home Composting mini site was launched
to support the campaign and provide information on how to begin
composting, what you can compost, advice on how to solve all your
composting problems and much more. Additionally, a Master Composter
programme to provide training in home composting is being developed
locally by Forth Environment Link.
For information and advice on home composting visit www.stirling.gov.uk/
waste, www.wasteawarescotland.org.uk or call the Home Composting
Helpline on 0845 600 0323, or email
homecompost@wasteawarescotland.org.uk.
Compost bins can be ordered via the Waste Aware Scotland website
www.wasteawarescotland.org.uk or by calling the order line on 0845 077
0756.

Residents of Stirling Council encouraged
to Compost at Home

Stirling’s New Bailies
Stirling Council has appointed four Bailies to
perform civic duties with Provost Fergus Wood.
The four Bailies, which replaced the former post
of Deputy Provost, are Cllr Tony Finch (Con),
Cllr Colin O’Brien (Lab), Cllr Ian Brown (Lib) and
Cllr Graham Lambie (SNP).
Provost Fergus Wood explained: “By appoint-
ing four Bailies - one from each political group-
ing on the Council - we are demonstrating that in Civic
Affairs we are united as a Council.  Given the ever-
expanding civic diary, the Bailies will help ensure that
the Council is represented at every occasion possible.
Bailies will be selected for individual tasks based on
their geographical location -city or rural- their individual
expertise where relevant, and their availability. There
will be occasions, like the Veterans Day Celebrations in
July, when all the Bailies will be seen on duty together.
While the Bailies have no longer any magisterial role,
their new civic role will enhance Stirling Council's rela-
tionship with the people of Stirling, whether in the City
or the rural areas.”

Away with the Faeries?
Guided Walk

Afternoon 15 June and other dates…
Leave your adulthood behind and bring

your, and your children’s childhood to the
fore, and come on an adventure which

leads you through the road of Faerie,
to the magical story of Robert Kirk

and the Faeries of Aberfoyle.  As
you journey between the Faerie

Realm and the Earthen World, open
your imaginations to sights and sounds

that you may have often seen or heard,
but dismissed as nothing….I wait for you

to call to book your place on this
journey……. 01877 389302…..
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If you have never tried yoga before, if you practice
regularly or even if you haven’t been for a while, feel
welcome to come along to any of the yoga sessions!

Tuesdays 9:30—11amTuesdays 9:30—11amTuesdays 9:30—11amTuesdays 9:30—11amTuesdays 9:30—11am
 An invigorating fun and flowing session... feel

exhilarated and alive!
Fridays 9:30—11amFridays 9:30—11amFridays 9:30—11amFridays 9:30—11amFridays 9:30—11am

 A relaxing yet rewarding session focusing on
yoga postures, breathing techniques and

relaxation
SaturdaysSaturdaysSaturdaysSaturdaysSaturdays  10—11am10—11am10—11am10—11am10—11am

Unwind after a busy week by  kick starting
your  weekend with this energising hour

session
not every week so please check datesnot every week so please check datesnot every week so please check datesnot every week so please check datesnot every week so please check dates

SundaysSundaysSundaysSundaysSundays   9:30—11am9:30—11am9:30—11am9:30—11am9:30—11am
A quiet and gentle session giving you the time
to relax into and absorb the deep benefits of

each asana
not every week so please check datesnot every week so please check datesnot every week so please check datesnot every week so please check datesnot every week so please check dates

For more info contact Brenda at ChillOut
www.chilloutscotland.com

Tel: 01877 389302
Mob: 07791 385240

 
David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle

Yoga

Love Food Get Involved
Stirling Council is embracing the National
campaign ‘Love Food, Hate Waste’ which aims
to inform and eliminate the amount of food waste
needlessly being thrown into household bins.
Recycling is vitally important in helping reduce
the amount of rubbish disposed of in landfill sites
and tackling climate change. Stirling residents
regularly recycle items such as plastic, paper and
glass, but there is still a significant amount of
waste going to landfill including food waste.
Recycling Promotion Officer Donna Paterson
explained: “Each year residents within the Stirling
Council area bin around £6.3 million worth of
food, an average of £167 per household, and at
least half of food thrown out could have been
eaten.  Food waste generates harmful methane
gas when it decomposes in landfill, which
contributes to global warming.  We want to
encourage people to think more about the
planning, preparation and portioning of meals,
how they store food, and to think of ways to use
up food instead of throwing it in the bin.”
Stirling Council is looking for food champions to
spread the word about food wastage among their
local communities.  If you are passionate about
food and the environment and would like to share
ideas, tips and suggestions on food and food
waste then get in touch with Waste Services.
For more information and to get involved please
contact champions@stirling.gov.uk or visit
www.wasteawarelovefood.org.uk.

Trossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet CleaningTrossachs Carpet Cleaning
ServicesServicesServicesServicesServices

Trossachs Carpet Cleaning Services is an
upholstery and carpet cleaner service offering
services throughout Aberfoyle and the
Trossachs. The services we offer include:

Special and contract cleaning services
Spray extraction and upholstering cleaning services

SPECIAL CLEANING TECHNIQUES
COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC CLEANING

Spray extraction and spray cleaning are the most effective ways
of carrying out upholstery and carpet cleaner services. This
specialist style of cleaning consists of spraying a cleaning agent
into the carpet or upholstery which is then instantly extracted
again leaving it clean.
 For more information on the services we have to offer
please do not hesitate to contact us now on

01877-382530

01324 625624

Coal Merchant
& Contractor
12-14 Slamannan Road
Falkirk FK1 1LG

R&C LUKE

t/a J. Brown
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Milton

Aberfoyle Toddlers
Every Wednesday from 10 -12pm

Aberfoyle memorial hall
The more the merrier!!

Julie Glen  Tel 01877 382 296

Hello Children,
May is a very special time of year: winter
has finally gone and summer is almost upon
us. Suddenly all our old friends have returned
to Strathard, the long-tailed swallows, the
house martins with their white rumps and the
screeching swifts chasing insects high above
Aberfoyle. I bet that they were rather
surprised to see snow still lying on the top of
Ben Lomond. George the Hare thought it
would be a good idea if we all climbed to the
top of the mountain to have some fun in the
snow, before it melted clean away. It is a
very long walk to the top of the Ben but it
was well worth the effort. We all had a great
time skiing, sledging and generally rolling
about in the deep snow still trapped in the
shady gullies on the north side, always out of
the sun. The twins, Duke and Katrine, spent
most of the time throwing snowballs at each
other. Braeval and George skied down the
steepest slope, until they ran out of snow
and got tangled-up in the heather. I hope we
have plenty of snow next winter.
Meanwhile, down in Strathard, something
very strange was going on. Have any of you
been around Lochan Spling in the last couple
of weeks? Well, I was out for a quick dip
with dad and Grandpa Otter, when we could
hardly believe our eyes. Leaping out of the
water was the largest pike I have ever seen
in my life! And there it stayed, frozen in
mid-air. Once we had got over our shock and
looked at it a bit more closely, we noticed
that it was actually made out of metal, a huge
ornamental sculpture. Then, dad noticed an
enormous metal dragonfly, not too far away.
The word soon spread and, in no time at all,
the whole gang were searching through the
forest to see what else was lurking amongst
the trees. Braeval found an osprey, not far
from Lochan Spling. Grandpa Otter
discovered a vixen with her cubs, almost
hidden from view — but not quite, on the
south side of Loch Ard. The twins, not to be
outdone, kept hunting until they came across
some Jedi squirrels. Yes, really! Cob the swan
pointed out a metal eagle. I wonder where
they all came from. And are there any more?
If you want to see how the real ospreys are
doing, watch them on the television screen
at the Lodge.
This is the time to see the bluebells and David
Marshall Lodge is holding its annual Bluebell
Festival, right up to June 8th. An enormous
blue carpet has been magically rolled out
underneath the oak trees, stretching as far
as the eye can see. The flowers are scented,
too. Bluebells are really wild hyacinths and
only grow in countries close to the Atlantic
Ocean, so Scotland is ideal. A long time ago,
the bulbs of bluebells were used to make
starch to stiffen the collars and elaborate
ruffs which people liked to wear around their
necks. Bulbs were also used to make a very
sticky glue. Today wild bluebells are
protected by law and nobody is allowed to
pick or dig them up. The adventure play area
at David Marshall Lodge is enormous fun,
but the improvements they have made to the
playground in Aberfoyle are pretty good. The
twins love playing in the almost white sand.
My favourite piece of equipment has to be
the overhead cable ride. Never mind Go Ape,
this is definitely Go Otter!
Bye for now,
Milton.

Sun 25th  - Pub quiz in The Wallace Bar, starts
9pm. Prize for winning team.

Forth Inn Events Diary

Main Street, AberfoyleFK8 3UQ
Tel: 01877 382 372

E-mail: Phil@ForthInn.com

MAY

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

JUNE
Sat 21st – Karaoke in The Wallace Bar Fun
Starts 9pm

Sun 29th – Pub Quiz in The Wallace Bar  Starts
9pm. Prize for winning team.

Raspberry and White
Chocolate Creme Brulee
INGREDIENTS:
15 floz Double Cream
3 oz Sugar
4 Egg Yolks
16 - 20 Raspberries
4 – 6 oz White Coverture Chocolate

METHOD:
Whilst bringing the cream to the boil,
whisk the egg yolks and sugar together
till white.
When the cream boils add to the cream
and whisk together. Pour the mix back
into the pan and heat slowly stirring all
the time with a wooden spoon.
DO NOT bring it back to the boil. When
the mix coats the back of the spoon
place it back into a bowl and whisk the
chocolate in.
Place 4 – 5 raspberries in the bottom of
4 ramequin’s and then fill with the cream
mix.  Place into a deep oven proof tray
and half fill the tray with water.
Cook in the oven at 150 deg. for approx
20 mins.  When cooked take out and
allow to set in the fridge.
When cold sprinkle the tops with white
sugar and glaze with a blow torch. Allow
to cool and set.
Perfect for a summers evening with a
glass of bubbly!

sponsored by The Forth Inn

flat to let
Newly renovated and refitted flat in central
Aberfoyle, close to all amenities. Two (2)
double bedrooms.
Rental at £475 per calendar month plus
council tax and bills.  Available beginning
of June.  References required.
Please apply by email to
i.davisonporter@btopenworld.com or
phone 07931 161 625

If you wish to take out an annual subscription please complete the infor-
mation slip and post it to: The Treasurer, Strathard News, Garrison  Cottage,
Inversnaid, FK8 3TU.
Cheques for £10 made payable to Strathard News

Name:____________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Post Code:_____________        TEl No:_________________

Date:______________________
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We are pleased to announce that we now offer a full mechanical Service and Repair facility.
If your vehicle is still within the manufacturer’s warranty we can service it within the
manufacturer’s schedule using their parts whilst continuing their warranties for the full period. 
Of course we will offer this service at considerably less cost than the main dealer.  We also offer
an uplift and courtesy car service.
INTERESTING!!!
Motorists in the UK could save more than £100 million a year if they switch to independent
garages for servicing, new Government figures show.  But the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) says
86% per cent of business still goes to franchised dealers, despite new rules letting owners get
work done outside the network without invalidating the warranty.  A new OFT report says the
average bill is 40 per cent cheaper at an independent garage but only 14% of owners took
advantage of this.  Those who left the dealer network in the two years after the warranty servicing
rules were changed in 2003 collectively saved £30 million.  But if every driver had followed suit,
this could have been £214 million - or £107 million a year.

Vehicles for Sale

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call Keni or Sheena

Janefield, Ruskie, Stirlingshire, FK8 3LG
Tel: 01786 850500 Fax: 01786 850555

Email: directvehicleopt@aol.com

Volkswagen Golf 1.6 FSi S 5 Door, (06/56) 6 Speed in Black. Air Con, Alloys, CD, 9,000 Miles. 
£10,995

Volkswagen Golf 4 Motion 2.8 5Door (03/53) Silver with Black Leather, Big Spec. Car, FSH,
48,000 Miles.  £8,450

Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi 115 5 Door (03/53) in Blue, 112,000 Miles, FSH, A/C, CD. £3,575

Nissan X-Trail 2.2 DCi Sport (05/05) 18,900 Miles, As New  £12,895

Volkswagen Passat TDi 130 Highline Saloon (04/54) 53,000 Miles in Silver  £7,750

Vauxhall Combo CDTi (04/04) 33,000 Miles with SLD £3,995.00 + VAT

Vauxhall Zafira Design (05/05) 12,000 Miles in Blue, as new £6,500.00.

Ford Focus 2.0 Ghia (1999) T Reg. 2 Owners, FSH in Pepper Red. £1,950.00


