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Inversnaid Primary School awarded
Silver Gilt at Gardening Scotland
The busy bees at Inversnaid have spent an
industrious term learning about bumblebees and
researching their decline.   We were quite alarmed
to discover that some bees are becoming extinct
due to the use of pesticides in farming, the
reduction in their natural habitats and a virus.
We worked with Mrs Miller, our Eco Advisor,
towards the goal of creating a bumblebee garden
at Inversnaid which also lead to entering the Pallet
Garden Competition at the Gardening Scotland
Show in Edinburgh. We found out lots of
fascinating facts including our favourite one which
is that bumblebees have smelly feet! But this isn’t
because they wear one pair of socks too long –
when they visit a flower to collect nectar, they
leave behind their ‘smell’ so that other bees know
not to bother visiting that plant.
We also discovered that some bees have long
tongues and some have short – which meant that
we had to choose plants carefully so that we
catered for all bees in our garden. For our pallet
we also made little model bees and displayed all the interesting facts that we had discovered on
bright flower faces. We took our pallet to Ingliston on the Thursday before the show and carefully
set up our garden. When we saw all the other brilliant pallet gardens we were impressed with the
range of ideas and all the thought that had been put into them.  We came away very pleased with
our garden but as we were not sure what the judges were looking for we were both thrilled and
surprised to hear that we had been awarded a Silver Gilt. Well done everyone!
The Pallet Garden Contest is one of the most popular attractions at
Gardening Scotland.  Here gardening clubs and schools from across
Scotland compete for the prize for the best garden in a space no bigger than
one square metre.  The competition is organised by the Scottish Gardeners'
Forum and one of the main aims is to encourage and foster the future
generations of young gardeners as well as make the weekend a fun and
memorable experience for all.
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Put it in your diary!
Plenty to see and do for all the family

Kids Races, Amusements, Stalls,
BBQ, Tea Tent, Licensed Bar

Pipe Band, Highland Dancers, Heavy Events,
Tug-o-War World’s Giant Sack Race Competition

Bonniest Collie Competition, Duck Race,
Wet and Watery Amusements

Steam Boat, Model Boat,
Pony & Trap displays and

much more

Fantastic day out
Admission FREE!

Shuttlebus from Aberfoyle
Nearby parking – small

donation requested

Family Ceilidh – 8pm till Midnight
Tickets on the day or from

Bridget 387 341, Katy 387 264
Funds go towards

Kinlochard Village Hall Improvement Fund
(Kindly sponsored by Forest Hills Hotel)

 Kinlochard
Sunday 19th July 2009, 12noon – 4.30pm
Pipe Band Parade Leaves Forest Hills 11.30am

Rob Roy’s Mini Highland Games

The Ladies Midnight Walk 2nd May 2009 Strathcarron Hospice
On behalf of my sister and I we would like to thank all friends,
neighbours and family for their generous sponsorship helping us to
raise £400 for Strathcarron Hospice.
We managed to walk the ten miles in 3 hours along with 2500 ladies
some of whom were from Aberfoyle also. Well done to every one on
the walk who helped raise the massive £250,000 grand total for such a
special cause which is close to all of our hearts.
Mairi & Helen MacDonald
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Community Council
Yet again Roads were the top item of
concern reported to us during May and the
multiple closures and diversions on the
A81 led to many complaints when visitors
and tourist buses avoided Aberfoyle in
favour of easier-to-reach destinations.
While appreciating that more Council
funds are at last being spent on roads in
line with our many requests, we decided in
view of the number of complaints to put
the most commonly asked questions
below to the Stirling Council Roads
officers responsible, and to publish their
replies.
Q. Why not have traffic lights instead of
completely closing the road? A. The
roads around here are not very wide, even
the A-class roads, so current Health &
Safety regulations require that, for the
safety of the road crews, the road is
completely closed.
Q. Why is the stretch of road being
worked on not always opened at night?
A. When the surface is prepared for re-
surfacing, before being re-tarred its
condition is generally not suitable for use
by vehicles, so again for safety reasons,
the road is left closed.
Q. Why is work on the A81 done every
year just when the season is getting
busy, thus preventing visitors from
coming from Glasgow?  A. Weather is
the main reason; any earlier in the year
and cold /wet weather delays the work too
much.  Once a closure has been applied
for and advertised, the work must be done
within that closure period, and bad
weather could prevent the Roads crews
from meeting the deadline. Obviously
doing the work later in the season would
be worse because there is even more
traffic in the summer months.
Q. Why does the diversion during the
road closure go almost to Stirling and
back? A. Because, although there are
many other routes available using ‘B’
roads, the Council must provide an
alternative suitable for buses and heavy
goods vehicles. When the closure affects
an ‘A’ road, the diversion must be on ‘A’
roads as far as is possible.

Q. If there are several stretches of the
same road to be done would it not
make sense to do them all at the same
time instead of having several
closures? A. It would not be practical to
do all the stretches on the same road at
the same time.  In many cases this would
cause more disruption and inconvenience.
Additional roadmen with the required skills
would also be required.
Q. Would it not be more cost-effective
for local communities if the work was
carried out day and night in order to
finish the work and open the road more
quickly?  A. It may be possible to carry
out the work day and night but it would
mean a substantial additional cost to the
work and less resurfacing carried out.  We
would also have to utilise roadmen from
Stirling to have the required amount of
men with the necessary skills.
Q. Why does the jet-patcher miss out
some of the worst holes, and why is the
surface so rippled after it has been
used? A. There has been a marked
deterioration of the road network over the
past winter with many potholes opening up.
We have one jetpatcher and it has been
attending to the biggest potholes initially to
try and take the biggest risk away.  We still
have a backlog and the jetpatcher will
continue over the better weather to catch
up.  Our jetpatcher operators are at
various stages of experience but training
is carried out at least once per year.  Many
of our roads are in an advanced state of
deterioration and very uneven to start with
and it is not easy to get an even surface
with this process on these roads.
Other Council Services:  We have also
in the past week been trying to find out
more about the major and unacceptable
changes to the public toilets provision in
Aberfoyle, including a reduction in opening
hours by 50%, for which no notification
was received in advance.  Please
continue to make your own complaints to
Stirling Council, but also report any
matters of concern like this to the
Community Council.
Loch Arklet Campaign: Having received

an offer from FCS
significantly reducing
the amount of
planting and after
consultation with
those affected by the
proposals, the
Community Council
and Loch Katrine
Community Trust
have reluctantly
withdrawn their
formal objections to
Loch Arklet planting.
Full details of the

offer are
available on
www.locharkletvi
ew.org.uk.   In
summary, the
number of trees
in the areas
identified as most
sensitive have
been reduced by around 85% compared
to the previous proposals, and all other
tree planting planned has been reduced to
some extent or even removed.  There is
also clearer protection for priority habitats
and areas near houses.  Significant
community consultation rights have been
gained for the future on a range of issues
for both the Loch Katrine and Loch Arklet
planting schemes.  This outcome was
gained after a campaign which reached
the very top of all the Government
organisations who could influence the
decision, despite starting many years after
the planting plans had become embedded
in public policy.  An extract from the letter
sent to FCS is below, which was directed
by much feedback received on the matter.

“The general opinion in the local area and
indeed wider afield is still that the Loch
Arklet area should remain unplanted, and
indeed that it should have not been left to
local people to raise the shortcomings in
various aspects of the 2007
Environmental Impact Assessment.
However we have also noted with regret
the great emphasis placed on this scheme
as being ‘public policy’ by all the
government bodies concerned, and its
continued inclusion in various new
strategy documents, even if not supported
by the National Park Plan.”
Further concessions have now also been
requested by the community council and
LKCT, and we await the outcome of that
request.  We have also noted and respect
the right of several local people who
continue to try to achieve no planting at all
in the area, and whose rights to do so
have been unaffected by the position of
the community organisations.
‘Community Pride’ Planters:  Our new
‘Aberfoyle’ planters have just been placed
on Main Street and over the coming week
or two will be completed.  If you would like
to help in any way with this community
project do contact Geraint Short or leave
word for him in the PO.
The names of your Community Councillors
are shown below – please do get in touch
with them on any relevant issue where you
would like our help.  Note that the
Community Council AGM will be held on
Thursday 2nd July at 7.30pm prior to the
normal meeting in Aberfoyle Memorial
Hall, and all are welcome.

Fiona

Contact details: Tel 01877 387200
Email cc@strathard.org.uk

www.strathard.org.uk

Strathard Community Council meets on the 1st Thursday of
the month, alternating between Aberfoyle Memorial Hall,
Kinlochard Village Hall and Inversnaid Primary School.  The
next meeting, which is the AGM, will be held in Aberfoyle on
Thursday 2nd July at 7.30pm and then in Kinlochard on 6th
August.  Half an hour prior to the meetings a local District
Councillor (Tony Ffinch, Paul Owens or Fergus Wood) will hold
a surgery for residents who wish to raise issues and concerns.

Ward 1 Aberfoyle
John Clow
Ros Dingwall
Jimmy Quinn
Geraint Short

Ward 2 Kinlochard
Maureen Campbell
Mike Campbell
Fiona McEwan
Sue Russell

Ward 3 Inversnaid
Andre Goulancourt
Scott Provan
Ralph Wolfe

Community Councillors
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Short of funds?   Need new equipment?
Then why not contact the CFSLA Payroll Lottery at
www.cfslalottery.org.uk and appy for the equipment that your
local community group or charity needs.
The committee annually donates over £8000 to community
groups in Stirling, Falkirk & Clackmannanshire council areas from
the profits of it’s monthly payroll lottery.  It also has a stock of
equipment the groups can borrow for free.  More information on
request from contacts on the website.

Stirling Council’s Aberfoyle Local Office

Every month Trossachs.co.uk are running a competition from their website, with fabulous prizes for the lucky winners.  Entry
is FREE, and don’t worry if you get the answers wrong you get another chance.  To increase your chances of winning why not
get your family and friends to enter as well.  Just log on to trossachs.co.uk and click on Free Competition to start.  Good Luck!

June’s prize is a 3 night Spring break in a 5 star Lodge
courtesy of the award-winning Portnellan Highland Lodge's, Glen Dochart, Crianlarich.

Registrar

One baby has been registered at the
Registration Office at Aberfoyle Local
Office this month and we are delighted to
welcome Brodie Nathan Dawson, a son
born on the 1st of May to Gartmore
parents Suzanne and Ian.  There have
continued to be many other events in the area. James Riley and
Gillian Christian, both from Musselburgh, combined a holiday with
a wedding when they were married at Alskeith House, and I have
been having a lovely time conducting seven ceremonies in the
area.
Edward Kerr and Wilhelmina Lind, from Clarkston, invited two
local passersby to witness their wedding in the Marriage Room at
Aberfoyle Discovery Centre.
Forest Hills Hotel hosted the weddings of Steven Morgan to Mary
Lodge from Dunfermline, Paisley couple Stephen Flaherty and
Julie Richardson, Jon Milne married Lisa McInall from Airdrie;
while Nicholas Ewen and Carole Carnegie traveled all the way
from New Zealand to be married there.
The Lake Hotel has also been busy with two ceremonies this
month, first of all the union of Stephen Mallon and James
Sheffield from Dunblane, and then again when Neil Fraser wed
Susannah Munro from Bearsden. Warmest congratulations to all.
John Boyle-Hannah and I look forward to helping with the
preparation of many more ceremonies in the coming months.
Aberfoyle Registration services can help, not only with Marriage
and Civil Partnership ceremonies, but also with Baby Naming
Ceremonies and with Affirmation of Vows. Something special to
do on an important anniversary, perhaps.
It has been a busy month, too, for Local Office work. Repairs have
been logged throughout the month, special uplifts have been
arranged, forms have been checked and verified, and access has
been given to a whole range of Stirling Council services.
For those of you who have not yet found us, the Registration and
Stirling Council Local Office is on the upper floor of
the Discovery Centre above the Tourist board.
We are open on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 9 am until 12 noon.  Appointments
can be made by telephone, on 01877 382986, or
by dropping in to the office during opening hours,
and we look forward to helping you.

Sharon Johnston   Registrar

Book or Cancel
Your Next Appointment On Line

You can now book or cancel your appointments via our website

www.aberfoyle-buchlyviesurgeries.co.uk
Whether you are at home or work, you can quickly log on to view, book and cancel
appointments.  Available 24 hours a day, it’s especially useful when the practice is
closed or telephone lines are busy.  Please ask at reception for a registration form.

Friends of Aberfoyle and Buchlyvie
Medical Centres

PUBLIC MEETING
‘Progress at New Larbert Hospital’

 Mrs. Margaret Duffy, Chief Operations Officer
WEDNESDAY 17th JUNE  @ 7pm
BUCHLYVIE MEDICAL CENTRE

Come along and find out all about the New Larbert Hospital. This
Public Meeting will be followed by the AGM of The Friends of
Aberfoyle and Buchlyvie Medical Centres and non members are
also invited to attend.

Company Limited by Guarantee. Recognised Scottish Charity No.034962
Registered Office: Aberfoyle Medical Centre, Main Street, Aberfoyle. FK8 3UX

Swine Flu
If you suspect that you may have swine flu or if you
have been in contact with somebody who has been

diagnosed with swine flu.

STAY AT HOME
DO NOT GO OUT

TELEPHONE THE SURGERY – 01877 382421
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Letters to the Editor......
............have your say!

Post to Editor, Schoolhouse, Inversnaid FK8 3TU
Or email editor@strathardnews.com or hand in to Aberfoyle Post Office

Dear Editor,
Thank you so much for sending us the News so regularly.  We all
enjoy catching up on the stories about one of our favourite places.
My husband and I had our first holiday with Lochs and Glens at
Inversnaid in 1990 and have tried to visit every year since.  I enclose
a cheque for £24.00 to cover our and Marie’s subscription for another
year.
The 50th edition was so good, we are looking forward  to spotting the
penguins on our next visit.  Good luck with the Loch Arklet view
campaign.
With best wishes,
Daphne Madge
51 Smithfield Court
EXETER EX2 8YN

Letters

Glen Arklet Residents Go It Alone
The residents of Glen Arklet are going it alone and continuing their
‘no planting’ campaign.  The tiny community were incensed when
Strathard Community Council and Loch Katrine Community Trust
accepted the latest planting proposals for Loch Arklet offered by
Forestry Commission. The decision, based on a flawed voting
process, does not represent the views of Glen Arklet residents and
businesses who are united and steadfast in their opposition to the
proposals.
Requests to Gordon Donaldson, Forest District Manager, by the
residents for further discussion have been ignored and consent has
now been granted by Forestry Commission Scotland Conservancy
Office for planting to go ahead. Unfortunately the ‘win-win’ outcome
hoped for by local campaigners is no longer an option as the door
to further discussion has now been firmly shut.
So, marginalized by their community representatives and with the
odds stacked against them, the residents have engaged the
services of an expert environmental lawyer who is reviewing all
aspects of the case, with a view to appealing the decision within the
next 6 weeks. Possible grounds will focus on failings in the
Environmental Impact Assessment, failure to comply with European
Habitat Directives and the European Convention on Human Rights.
During the 18 month campaign many anomalies and failings by
respected public bodies were revealed, and questions have to be
asked about the methods and processes used by non-elected
public organisations to shape major projects which can affect
everyone’s life.  However, that is a battle for another day.

Marion Back, Inversnaid

Stirling is leading the way with the announcement that it has exceeded the
40% target for recycling.
Figures released last week by the Scottish Environment Protection
Agency (SEPA), show that Scotland’s annual recycling and composting
rate rose to 33.5% for the year January to December 2008, exceeding the
Scottish Government’s target of 30% for 2008. The next target is 40% by
the end of 2010.
In the Stirling Council area, year-end figures confirm that 41.5% of waste
was recycled or composted between April 2008 and March 2009, one of
the highest recycling rates in the UK.  This result is an improvement of
2.7% on last year’s recycling figure of 38.7% and breaks through the 40%
recycling target.  In 2003, Stirling Council’s recycling rate was only 9%.
Environment Portfolio holder, Cllr Jim Thomson, said: “Residents have
played a vital part in continually improving the amount we recycle and for
getting into the recycling spirit.  This shows that the ‘Reduce, Re-use,
Recycle’ message is getting through.  However, with the effects of climate
change becoming more apparent, we can’t stop there.  As we continue
moving towards a Zero Waste Scotland, the Council has committed to a
target recycling rate of 50% by 2011.  We will be rolling out food waste
collection throughout the Council area over the next 12 months and
improving recycling facilities for residents.”
Every household in Stirling produced an average of 1.4 tonnes of waste
last year, with 58%, amounting to more than 31,000 tonnes, disposed of
in landfill.  Once buried in the ground, this waste slowly rots, producing
methane and other harmful greenhouse gasses.  If the waste is recycled
or composted, this doesn’t occur.
Stirling Council’s Waste Services Manager, David Hopper added:  “To
achieve a 50% recycling and composting rate by 2011 we need to
increase the amount recycled by 4% per year for the next two years.
That’s about 5,000 more tonnes recycled instead of landfilled. Everyone
has a responsibility for the waste they produce and for making sure as
much as possible does not go to landfill.  For our part, the Council will be
leading the effort by increasing the materials that are collected for
recycling including food waste, cartons, household batteries and small
electrical appliances.  We also will be focusing our enforcement efforts on
those who are not currently recycling. People need to think before they buy,
reuse when possible and recycle or compost everything else.”
David continued: “Stirling Council is rolling out food waste across the area
from July 2009 and only households presenting recycling
boxes will be given a food waste caddy. We need as many
residents as possible to be presenting boxes.  Food
waste caddy’s, additional recycling boxes, as well as
advice, are available by calling 0845 277 7000 or using
the online request form located on the front Waste
Services web page
www.stirling.gov.uk/index/services/waste.htm

Improving on 40% Recycling
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There was something familiar
about the month of May and I
didn't like it one bit. On the
theory that things always
average out June, June will
certainly be a scorcher. Here's
hoping!
 The review and analysis of the
responses on the Draft Local
Plan progresses and so far it
seem that there are not too
many serious objections but
that is not the impression one
would get from an article in last
month's Ben Ledi View. The
two page spread gave the
impression that the editor had
been bombarded with letters
decrying the Draft
Local Plan. After
reading the
article I must
confess I foresaw
the possibility of
some
considerable delay in getting
an acceptable new National
Park Local Plan. Why the
delay? The process dictates
that where there are objections
the Planning Authority cannot
immediately incorporate into
the Local Plan then discussion
has to take place with the
objector in an effort to find
some common ground. Failing
that agreement, and assuming
that the objection is a valid one
and of some substance, then
the matter goes to a Public

Hearing or Inquiry. However, I
took the opportunity to make
further enquiries and found
that the article was based on
six or seven letters of objection.
Still fearing the worst I took the
opportunity to look at the
response from Callander
Community Council. Although
the Community Council's
response raised a number of
concerns it was far more
supportive of the Draft Local
Plan and, more importantly,
indicated that some
considerable effort had been
made by the Community
Council to reflect the views of

both their
residential and
business
communities. The
Park Authority will
as a matter of
course respond to

the Ben Ledi article and, as I
have indicated above, will
open discussion with those
objectors whom we can
identify in an attempt to find a
solution.
Meanwhile progress is being
made towards the
implementation of the new
Planning rules which come into
play on 3rd August. As
indicated last month, one
major change is the appeals
process. At the time of going to
press the indications are that

the new appeals system will
apply to any planning
application first registered on
or after 3rd August 2009.
So what is the new system? In
the pursuit of faster planning
decisions the Scottish
Government has decreed that
Planning Authorities should
delegate as much as possible
to Planning Officers and
should pass to their Planning
Committees only those
applications where there are
substantive objections,
objections from the Community
Council or where there  are
departures from policy.
Following on from that, where
a decision for refusal has been
given by the planning officer,
the appeal is heard by the
Planning Authority's Appeals
Panel. Whereas the Park
Authority's Planning
Committee has twelve
members the proposal is that
the Appeals Panel will operate
with somewhere between
three (the minimum) and five
members. The Appeals
Panel's decision is final and
should an applicant feel
aggrieved the only course of
action is for a judicial review
through the civil courts.
However, if the application is
one that has not been
delegated to a planning officer
and consequently has been

decided by the Planning
Committee then any appeal
against a refusal will go to
Scottish Government Reporter
as is the case presently.
A scheme of on-line planning
was launched nationwide on
29th April and the Park
Authority is now fully integrated
into the system. This means
applicants will now be
encouraged to submit their
applications electronically. It
also means that the applicant
will be able to follow on-line the
progress of the application and
since planning applications are
public documents anyone can
access them on-line. Care is
taken to delete anything which
the data protection legislation
precludes from the public gaze.
Another innovation is the
introduction of Fixed
Penalties  where development
has taken place without the
appropriate permission. We
are still investigating how this
will work. It should be
interesting.

As always I can be contacted
as follows:
Post;         Taigh Na Bhuth,
                 Lochearnhead.
Phone:       01567 830214
owen@thevillageshop.fsbusin
ess.co.uk

National Park News
By Owen McKee

If you’re looking to get out in the countryside, there’s no
better way to enjoy the scenery than on a bike. A new cycling
booklet from Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park
Authority is now available and includes all the cycling routes
around the National Park and suggests a number of days
out from mountain biking to gentle family bike rides.
Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park covers
720sq miles with National Cycle Route 7 running from
Balloch to Killin. The route offers some of the most
stunning scenery in Scotland passing peaceful lochs,
picturesque villages and magical glens.
Queen Elizabeth and Argyll Forest Parks also offer
huge selection of both long and short cycle routes with
spectacular views and opportunities to watch the
local wildlife including ospreys, roe deer, red
squirrels and pine martens. The guide offers advice
about where to hire bikes if you don’t already have one.
Most of the bike hire companies are within easy reach of a bus,
coach or train service and many offer baby seats, children’s bikes and
trailers helping to make it an action – packed day out for all the family.
Choose from over 17 routes including the West Loch Lomond Cycle
Path, Loch Eck Shore Trail, Glenbranter Forest Route, Ardgarten
Peninsula Circuit, Killin Green Route, Aberfoyle to Lochan Spling,
Three Lochs Forest Route, Stronachlachar to Trossachs Pier and
Kinlochard Forest Route.
The guide is available from all Tourist Information Centres and National
Park offices or download a copy from www.lochlomond-trossachs.org

New Cycling Guide for Loch Lomond & the
Trossachs National Park
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There is a community page for Aberfoyle  on Central Scotland
Police website www.centralscotland.police.uk which can be
accessed by going to My Area,
Dunblane Sac, Aberfoyle.  There you
will find community news regarding
crime updates and  police surgery
dates.

Police Community Website
Most importantly, as described in the
last Strathard News, Trossachs Area
Community Transport has now been
formed.  This company will remain rela-
tively inactive unless Big Lottery funding
is awarded to buy the garage, or some other option to
retain at least a fuel supply in the area needs to be
pursued.  The name was the nearest possible to the top
choice at the Garage Open Day, and the company has
been set up in a way which will be valid for charitable
status and also, if needed in the future, ‘Community
Right to Buy’ rules of the Land Reform Act.
Our chances of getting funding from the Big Lottery Fund
and other grant sources will be much stronger if a lot of
people join up as ‘members’ of the company - a minimum
of 100 members is needed for a Lottery bid but more
would be better and show there is good local support,
which will help with any grant application.
We have to be ready to move quickly in case a bid
opportunity arises and have already contacted all those
who had previously registered their support with an
invitation to become a member of Trossachs Area Com-
munity Transport.  But membership is open to anyone so
do please help by joining – within 2 weeks we have
reached about half the minimum target of 100, but your
support is still needed and would be welcomed.
Membership is not an investment, and the subscription
for the period up till 30 September 2010 has been set as
low as possible at £1 in order to encourage people to
show their support by becoming members and to cover
basic mailing costs.  Becoming a member will ensure
that you are kept up to date with what is happening, and
also that you will be able to have a say if the company
becomes active.  Blank forms with more details can be
downloaded from www.ta-ct.org.uk or are available in
Aberfoyle PO.

Police BIG Lottery Bid Update

Anyone with information can contact Central Scotland Police
on 01786 456000 or information can be given anonymously
to Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

Goodbye
27th May 2009
Sadly after two and half years it is time for
me to move on in my role as Aberfoyle
Community Constable and as a resident
in the village. Tomorrow, Thursday 28th
May 2009 will be my last shift and I will be
moving from Aberfoyle to the Falkirk area
at the end of July.  I will be taking up the
role as Community Constable in Cowie,
Stirling and PC Malcolm O’May has taken
up the position here. PC O’May has a
great wealth and experience in
community policing and is also a wildlife
liaison officer, which will be of great
benefit here.  I am extremely sad to be
moving from Aberfoyle, in my work
capacity and as a member of the
community.
May I take this opportunity to thank
everyone for their support in my time here
and wish PC O’May the best of luck.
Many Thanks,  PC Josephine Moffat
Trailer and electrical equipment stolen
Monday 8th June 2009
Police in Stirling are appealing for
information after a trailer and industrial
electrical equipment were stolen from a
farm. The theft occurred between
10.15pm on Sunday May 31 and 7.15am
on Monday June 1 in Blanefield.  The
trailer is 4ft square with medal sides about
40 inches high. It also has the letters
DAXTARA engraved on the metal along
with two tyres and a standard fitting for
attaching to a vehicle and lights.
A Bush Cutter industrial strength strimmer
was also taken and it is orange and
cream in colour.
Introduction
11th June 2009
A few short lines to say hello and how
pleased I am to be here to get a chance
to enjoy rural Policing and to work with the
community.  My name is Malcolm O'May,
I have 9 years service with the Police with
3 years of that being Community Policing.
I understand the importance of knowing
the needs of the local community so feel
free to pop into the Office and have a
blether or give me a phone or stop me in
the street.  What a lovely place this is!
Speeding
11th June 2009
Like most areas one of the main concerns
is speeding and illegal parking.  I have
been asked by some residents and the
Community Council to have a look at
these areas of concern and so politely
ask all drivers to be mindful of your speed
and keep below the speed limit.
The summer road safety campaign is well

under way and Aberfoyle will come under
the spotlight. Important to note the 20
mph limit on Lochard Road.  Don't get
caught out.
Theft of Fuel
11th June 2009
A quantity of fuel was stolen from the Pier
at Loch Katrine and Police are presently
viewing CCTV for the culprit.
The thief showed good knowledge of the
area and a positive line of enquiry is being
followed up.
If you have been offered fuel for sale or
have any knowledge of this crime please
contact Aberfoyle Police Office on tel:
01877 382519 or call crimestoppers
KNIFE CRIME - ITS A SENTENCE
15th June 2009
Central Scotland Police are working
closely with communities to eradicate the
carrying of weapons.
A small proportion of our communities and
society have adopted the impression that
it is 'cool' or acceptable to carry a weapon,
often claiming it is for their own protection.
Research with young people has
revealed that they are not prepared to
accept this type of behaviour.
Respondents wanted increased police
searches as this made them feel safer
and wanted those carrying weapons
made an example of. They feel safe but
want to feel safer.
In response, the police will be proactively
targeting the carrying of knives or bladed
weapons. Possession of these items is
illegal and can result in a 4 year prison
sentence.
Our aim is to:
1. Educate - its not 'cool' to carry weapons
2. Eradicate - carry out searches and
apprehend those carrying weapons
3. Reduce Injuries - knife injuries are a life
sentence for victims
Police will be speaking to people in the
community, particularly those aged 25 or
under. We will be carrying out searches
and if the person is under the age of 16,
this will often be carried outwith the
presence of parents.
Anyone caught in possession of a knife or
weapon will be arrested, they will be
fingerprinted, photographed and have
their DNA taken.
Stirling has a low rate of persons carrying
weapons, lets get it lower.
If you have any information regarding
people who are carrying weapons, please
contact the police - 456000 or
Crimestoppers (0800 555 111).
Together we can make our communities
safer.
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Highland Cattle return to Katrine
Highland cattle are taking part in a unique forest management project at
Loch Katrine that is reviving low-impact forestry techniques from the
distant past to tackle a range of land use issues.
The 60 cattle – predominantly from top pure bred West Coast Folds -
represent some of the best and hardiest traditional Highland cattle blood
lines. Introducing them on the site will provide a return to the traditional
land management of past centuries.
Welcoming the move, Environment Minister Roseanna Cunningham,
said:

"We all try to keep up with the fast pace of progress and that can mean
we lose sight of traditional ways of doing things. Sometimes this is no
bad thing but occasionally we miss a trick.This project is reviving
techniques that will benefit the immediate environment, that will enrich
the visitor experience and which, longer term, could have a beneficial
effect on the rural economy."
Forestry Commission Scotland leased the Loch Katrine site from
Scottish Water in 2005, with a view to enhancing and expanding the
remaining native woodlands.
Donald Hendry, for the Commission
in Cowal and Trossachs, said:  “By
turning to this traditional land use we
are taking advantage of Highland
cattle as ideal conservation cattle.

“They are perfect for the job because
they are much less selective grazers
than deer and sheep. “Their heavy
trampling of the ground can be a
useful tool in stimulating seedling
regeneration, and at higher grazing
densities, the cattle will maintain open space in the woodland. This is
good for biodiversity and will also help us to retain the stunning loch and
mountain views.

“Grazing impacts will be monitored so that we get the right numbers of
cattle on site at the right time. Varying densities of managed grazing in
woodland pasture can stimulate initial woodland regeneration and also
regulate the density of later regeneration. “Highland cattle are used to a
harsher environment so I am confident that they will adapt well to the
milder environment at Loch Katrine and make an important contribution
to our development and management of this site.”  Quality female stock
will help create a breeding herd that will provide animals for other upland
conservation grazing projects and – potentially - crossbred heifers for
sale to commercial upland farming units.
The Loch Katrine cattle are the first domestic livestock to graze the site
for seven years after sheep were removed from the site by Scottish
Water in 2002 over water contamination issues. A new water treatment
plant has been built at Milngavie and permission granted to resume
domestic livestock grazing in the area.
The site forms part of The Great Trossachs Forest, the legacy project of
the Scottish Forest Alliance, a unique collaboration involving Forestry
Commission Scotland, RSPB, Woodland Trust Scotland and multi-
national company, BP. The project will bring land owned and managed
by the partners under an integrated management plan and identity to
form a single, landscape scale project site.

Call to Action against
Rhododendron Menace
At this time of year many road edges and woodlands in western
Scotland are awash with purple colour as thousands of
Rhododendron ponticum bushes come into flower.  But despite this
magnificent show of colour, rhododendron ponticum is one of the
greatest threats to the sustainability of woodland and forest
environments.  The threat is so severe that Forestry Commission
Scotland - together with SNH and Loch Lomond & the Trossachs
National Park, has appointed a dedicated control officer, Liz Poulsom
As well as advising landowners with advice and guidance on
rhododendron control, Liz - who is based in Argyll - promotes Scottish
Government grant support for rhododendron control projects through
the Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP).
Liz said:  "Rhododendron ponticum is a non-native invasive shrub
that can spread rapidly through woodlands and out into open
moorland. It already
covers around 4400
ha in mainland Argyll
alone and is present
across Scotland.  It is
already posing a
concern for protected
habitats as far east as
Angus.  "The bushes
shade out lower
ground flora and
suppress the
regeneration of tree
seedlings but they also host two fungal infections (Phytophthora
ramorum and Phytophthora kernoviae) that can have a negative
impact on the surrounding environment and on biodiversity.  "If left
unchecked this species could do a lot of damage to Scotland's
important native woodlands so we need to take severe and urgent
action."
Most domestic rhododendrons, grown in gardens for their attractive
flowers, pose no threat to wildlife habitats as they tend to stay in the
garden.
Unfortunately invasive r ponticum has adapted to our conditions to
the extent that it finds a perfect home in the broadleaved woods of
the west of scotland where it thrives and expands to the detriment of
these woods. It could be described as the 'cuckoo' of the plant world
in Scotland - invading natural habitats and forcing out what should be
growing there with a consequent detrimental impact on the other
dependant fauna and flora.
Anyone who wishes to undertake Rhododendron ponticum control or
who wishes to find out more about the species is encouraged to get
in touch with Liz on 01738 450799 or liz.poulsom@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
For more information on the grant assistance available through The
Scottish Government's Scottish Rural Development Programme, visit
www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Rural/SRDP/RuralPriorities
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The veteran steamship Sir Walter Scott, synonymous with Loch
Katrine and an icon for The Trossachs since its launch in 1899,
has returned to service on completion of a three-year restoration
project, designed to ensure it can continue to serve visitors and
tourists for generations to come.  Below decks, the famous ship’s
original steam engine has been overhauled, whilst the passenger accommodation has
been totally upgraded, and a new enclosed lounge area has been added.  Fully
accessible toilet accommodation is also provided in the lounge, and a new servery
means that passengers can enjoy a selection of drinks and snacks during their cruise.
On the main deck all of the seating has been upgraded, and a new raised area at the
ship’s elegant stern provides panoramic views of the Loch Katrine landscapes.
Completion of the restoration project means that passengers cruising Loch Katrine will
be able to enjoy a really special  experience - the magnificent scenery, excellent
on-board amenities, and the timeless pleasure of sailing on a classic steamship.
Throughout the 2009 Summer season The Sir Walter Scott will be operating a daily
return journey to Stronachlachar (departing from Trossachs Pier at 10:30am each
morning), as well as shorter 1-hour cruises during the afternoon.  It will be sailing
alongside the modern cruiser ‘Lady of the Lake’, named after the epic poem by Sir
Walter Scott, whose writings did so much to put The Trossachs on the map.  Each
afternoon until September
‘Lady of the Lake’ will take
passengers on a special
‘MacGregor Homeland Cruise’
(departing from Trossachs Pier
at 2.30pm), sailing past
Factor’s Island to Glengyle,
birthplace of the famous
Highlander Rob Roy
MacGregor.
Further information (and on-line
reservations for all sailings) is
available from
www.lochkatrine.com, or from
(01877) 332000.

After 110 Years Loch Katrine’s Legendary
Steamship Is Ready for a Busy Season

A big thank you to Aberfoyle &
Kinlochard!
If one evening in early June you
spotted some puzzled-looking
women who seemed to be
looking for something, that
would have been WITT
members during their History
Treasure Hunt.  A great evening
was had by all, with clues
designed to show off many
interesting locations and some
of the best scenery in the
Trossachs around Aberfoyle and
Kinlochard – from the Railway
Path in the east of Aberfoyle to a
site near the old gold mine west
of Kinlochard.  Particular thanks
are due to all the people who
helped during the evening –
Roddy Steele and Iain Campbell
who showed us the Summer Ice
table in the Reading Room,
Fergus Wood for explaining
about his historic 400-year-old
MacGregor’s Barn venue, Gillian
from Forest Hills’ new Vital Spa
who was kind enough to stay
late and also provide a great
prize for the winner, and Morag
of Cookroom for delicious food
at the end of the evening.  We
really appreciate them all taking
the time to help make our
evening such a success.
Our next two meetings are:
How Green are you?
Wednesday 1 July, Brig o’Turk
Hall 7.30pm.  Find out how you
too can make small changes
which will make a big difference,
with Astrid Horward, a green
lifestyle coach.
Friends & Family Barbeque
Wednesday 5 August, West
Moss-side Farm, Thornhill
6.30pm.  An annual event for
family and friends - bring your
own food and drink to cook on
site.
Do come along and meet other
women who live or work in and
around the Trossachs.  For more
information and monthly meeting
details see www.witt.org.uk,
phone 387200 or e-mail
admin@witt.org.uk.  All welcome.
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Veteran world record-holder in the shot,
Hamish Davidson and his team are limbering
up for the Rob Roy Highland Games on
Sunday, 19th July at Kinlochard.  The World
Finals of the Giant Sack Race will be taking
place and mixed teams of eight are being
sought for the Tug-0-War.   Youngsters in
particular will be encouraged to participate
in the Heavy Events with suitably lighter
tackle and medals for the winners.
Scotland’s “Bonniest Collie” will be
selected from the dog parade and there
will be Iced Drinks Beer Bar and the best
of Aberfoyle Deli’s burgers as well as an
ice cream stand.  The Giant Iceberg will
be moored alongside the games field
for watersports, while the 300 duck
race down the River Chon will take
place later in the afternoon.  Coco-nut
shies, guess the weight of the logs
and a fun fair will be there to entertain.
The ever-popular home baking and
afternoon tea stand will be there.
  The traditional march from the
Forest Hills  Hotel, our generous
main sponsor, will commence at
11.30am led by the Callander Pipe Band .
A full games programme for young children has been
organised and at night there will be a family ceilidh in the hall featuring
our local band, The Kinlochard Ceilidh Band.  Admission to the Games
is free and there will be a bus service from Aberfoyle.

Heavies Line-up for Kinlochard Games

ABERFOYLE POST OFFICE
Make-up, Midge nets,
and Memory cards
Ambre solaire and

umbrellas
We’re ready for summer!

Shop OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Mon-Sat. 8.00 -5.30; Sun.11.00 – 5.30.
     P.O.  OPEN: 9.00am, Mon-Sat; Close 5.30pm, (Wed-4pm; Sat–1pm)

The popular Trossachs Trundler bus service will shortly be back on the road
for the 2009 summer season helping visitors and locals get

around the Trossachs.  The Trossachs Trundler summer
bus service allows visitors to relax and explore the
Trossachs without their cars. It links the gateway resorts
of Callander and Aberfoyle and takes in some
breathtaking scenery and popular attractions in the
stunning Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park.
Funded by Stirling Council, the service operates every day
except Wednesdays from Monday May 25th until October
11th 2009. The first run begins in Stirling, with the last tour
of the day also finishing in the City.

The circular route with a flexible jump on jump off service
gives access to a wide range of fantastic walks, bike trips
and attractions. These include sailing’s of the refurbished
steamer SS Sir Walter Scott on Loch Katrine, boat and fishing
hire at Loch Venachar, Go Ape tree top adventure at the
David Marshal Lodge in Aberfoyle, as well as a multitude of
walks, bike routes and classic hill walks such as Ben A’an and
Ben Venue.
Leaving from Callander, The Trundler route takes in Kilmahog,
Loch Venachar, Brig o'Turk, Loch Katrine, David Marshall
Lodge, Aberfoyle and Port of Menteith.  Passengers can get on
or off at any point along the route.  The bus is fully wheelchair
accessible can carry up to two bikes and has space for rucksacks.

The Trossachs Day Rover is fantastic value too; £5.10 adults and
£2.10 for children, family tickets £12.30; two adults and up to four
children. Tickets can be purchased at Stirling Bus Station or on
the Trundler.  Councillor Scott Farmer, Portfolio Holder for

Corporate Resources and Economy said: “I am delighted to see the return of
The Trossachs Trundler for the summer season in this year of Homecoming.
Tourism is a vital part of the local economy and this service helps to make this
breathtaking area more accessible for visitors as well as encouraging public
transport rather than car use.  I would encourage locals and local tourism
operators to check out the new leaflet and timetable which is available at a
wide range of outlets and on-line.”  For more information please see:
http://www.stirling.gov.uk/index/stirling/things_to_do/trundler.htm

Trossachs Trundler Hits the Road

XSo When’s the General Election?

Brian Byrne, the Electoral Registration Officer does know
that a Parliamentary election must be held by 3rd June 2010
but has advised that it could be called at any time with only
17 working days notice.
Should the election be announced at short notice then it is
possible that poll cards would not be delivered before the
closing date for registration and applying to vote by post.
The statutory date for both is 11 working days before polling
day.
He is therefore advising electors to contact his office as
soon as possible should they need to register, change their
name on the register or apply to vote by post. Registration
forms and forms to apply to vote by post are available in
local libraries and can be downloaded from
www.saa.gov.uk/central or www.aboutmyvote.co.uk
He also advised that his office will be posting the annual
voter registration forms to every address starting on 7th

September
These forms need to be responded to promptly even if no
changes are needed. If you have no changes to make then
you can respond to the forms by internet, text, telephone or
by fax all of which are more cost effective than returning the
form by post in the reply paid envelope. All changes require
to be received on the completed signed form.
Should any community group or organisation, or sheltered
housing complex, residential home etc., feel that a visit
from registration staff would be of assistance then he is
willing to consider requests for these visits during office
hours or in the evenings.
Please contact Russell Taylor, Depute ERO, Tel 01786-
892207 ero@centralscotland-vjb.gov.uk should you wish to
discuss a visit to your premises.
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Getting away from it all is great, for just a few days or for a few weeks.
Taking the caravan, or packing up the camping gear, or boating, all
the equipment that has to be remembered and of course checking
the weather forecasts. However always remember fires don’t take
holidays!
Before you set off on a caravan or boating trip:
· Change smoke alarm batteries and test the alarm.
· Check your fire extinguisher has been serviced and you have a fire
blanket.
· Check electrical cables aren’t showing signs of wear or damage.
· Check circuit breakers are working.
· Make sure battery is secured in a well ventilated locker.
· Ensure any electrical and gas appliances are secured.
· Make sure gas hoses aren’t perished.
· Check pilot light works and the cooker and heater controls are
working.
Once the trip is underway:
Make sure the gas supply is disconnected and appliances are turned
off.
When refuelling –
· Extinguish cigarettes and all naked flames.
· Turn off all cooking, heating and lighting appliances.
· Close doors/hatches to keep flammable vapours out.
Don’t carry spare petrol unless it is essential –
If you must carry spare petrol then only store a limited supply in
approved containers and ensure that all containers are secured.
In a fire:
· Get everyone out/on deck quickly.
· Call the fire service/coastguard.
· Only tackle fire if it is safe to do so.
· Seal off vents and hatches to reduce air getting in.
· If possible isolate petrol and gas.
· In a boat, prepare to use the dinghy or life raft.
When camping here are some fire precautions for tents:
· Discourage smoking in or near tent.
· Don’t use candles in or near tent.
· Space tents out try to allow at least 6 metres between them.
· Avoid storage or use of flammable liquids near tents.
· Keep gas containers outside the tent if possible.
· Don’t use gas appliances in small tents.
Be prepared:
· Make a fire plan and check exit is clear
· Carry a maintained fire extinguisher, fire blanket and where
possible a smoke alarm.
· Never leave children and pets alone.
· Make sure everyone knows the fire plan and where firefighting
equipment is.

The Great Escape
Fire Safety

Trees damaged in National Park
Thursday, 11th June 2009
A number of trees have been damaged in the National Park area
and police are warning that they will take tough action against
anyone caught committing such offences.
Two people have already been issued with Fixed Penalty notices
when they were caught cutting down live trees for firewood. The
incidents happened at Loch Lubhair in Breadalbane and Loch
Venachar in the Trossachs.
Chief Inspector Kevin Findlater, who is leading Operation
Ironworks the multi-agency initiative designed to combat antisocial
behaviour within the National Park, said: “Cutting down live trees
is pointless as the wood is still full of moisture and won’t burn. You
are then left with trees which have been damaged which in turn
damages the environment.”
Three other trees, alders on the banks of Loch Achray, had the
barked removed from them.
Chief Inspector Findlater said: “Such a wanton act of vandalism
serves no purpose as the trees will certainly die. Their inevitable
demise will be a blot on what is widely regarded as one of the
Trossachs most picturesque views.”
Stuart Chalmers, of Forestry Commission Scotland, said: “We
expect all visitors to the National Park to respect the natural
environment and follow the Scottish Outdoor Access Code.

“The damage that has been done to these trees will result in their
death and they will have to be removed from the site at some stage.”
Fiona Logan, Chief Executive of Loch Lomond and The Trossachs
National Park Authority, said: “This sort of behaviour in a national
park is just not acceptable. This mindless act of vandalism will
have a long term impact on this popular lochside view in the heart
of the Trossachs.

“We will continue to work with our partners to help protect this
stunning part of Scotland and encourage people to respect the park.”
Since Operation Ironworks was launched in April police have been
active in dealing with a wide range of antisocial behaviour issues.
Recently at Loch Chon in the Trossachs a joint police and Forestry
Commission patrol discovered a group of young campers who
were in the process of abandoning their campsite due to heavy
rain. They were intercepted and made to tidy up.
Chief Inspector Findlater said: “Had they not been traced it is
certain that two tents and a large amount of litter would have been
left behind. This is not acceptable. It is just sheer laziness and
thoughtlessness to behave like this.”
National Park Police Officer Constable Paul Barr said: “The joint
working between the three forces, the National Park and the
Forestry Commission will continue throughout the summer season.
I urge all visitors to the park to act in a responsible manner and
respect the natural beauty of the area.”
The recent hot weather experienced saw a large number of visitors
to the National Park area.
Constable Barr added: “This influx of visitors led to severe traffic
congestion on the road between Balmaha and Rowardennan.

“There is a Clearway on this road which extends for six miles from
just north of Balmaha to Rowardennan but some motorists parked
here. This is obviously illegal and inconsiderate as it caused major
inconvenience for other road users and caused difficulty for
emergency vehicle access.

“Twenty-four fixed penalty notices were issued over the weekend
for parking offences on the Clearway. If a vehicle is found to be
obstructing the roadway they can be uplifted and towed away at
the owner’s expense. Officers will continue to target illegal parking
during Operation Ironworks.”

Anyone with information can contact Central Scotland Police on
01786 456000 or information can be given anonymously to
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.
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Rising to exactly 400m and lying barely 2km north-east of Aberfoyle,
Craig of Monievreckie can claim to be the highest hill in the immediate
vicinity of the village.  It overtops the more conspicuous Craigmore by
13m, but relatively few people visit its summit.
The path leading to it from the forest road below was identified as
needing attention in the public consultation sessions a few years ago,
and the Paths Group included it on an Action Plan list in 2005.  Since
then several working parties, consisting of National Park volunteers
and Paths Group members, have been assembled by the ranger
service to deal with overhanging branches in the woodland section,
and invasive bracken on the open slopes where in summer the path
has been virtually obliterated.
This year Craig Walker, our area ranger, organised the installation of
a self-closing gate to replace the padlocked wicket gate at the upper
boundary of the woodland.  The materials were provided by the
National Park and the work carried out in April by two rangers, Jimmy
Campbell and Gareth Ketts.
The route has been included in the parkpaths leaflet produced by the
National Park with route descriptions written by Paths Group
members.  It would be good to see more people using the path as this
would help to keep the bracken at bay.  In dry weather the going is
mostly firm, and on a clear day the views from the top are superb with
many of the main summits in the National Park prominent to the north
and west.  To the south-west the mountains of Arran are easily visible
more than 70km away,
with the Pentland Hills at a
similar distance to the
south-east.  Through
binoculars even the Forth
bridges can be picked out.
The most direct route to the
summit starts from Braeval
car park, but a more varied
and interesting approach
is from Aberfoyle itself by
means of the forest road
beside the top of the golf
course.  This can be
reached either from Dounans Centre or via the Waterfall of the Little
Fawn below the David Marshall Lodge.
Cross the footbridge just downstream of the waterfall and turn right
on the forest road.  After about 800m the track from Dounans joins in

(this is the continuation of the access road from the village to
Dounans).   In about a further 700m the forest road crosses a small
burn; immediately after this by a concrete post take a path on the left
that leads steeply uphill.   In 350m the path meets a forest road - turn

right for another 300m,
then go sharply left at the
next junction.  After 400m
look out for the small path
on the right that leads to
the Monievreckie Hills – it
is not very conspicuous
but a useful guide is that it
starts about 50m before
the forest road that you
are on bends sharply left
to cross a burn.
The path climbs a small
bank on to open ground,

then passes through woodland to the new gate.  The Monievreckie
Hills are now ahead and the path crosses bracken-covered slopes
with one very short, steep section that can be slippery by a tiny spring.
100m beyond here it swings right to reach almost to the crest of the
ridge, where bracken suddenly gives way to heather.  Above here a
shallow grassy gully leads to a faint path through heather and
blueberry, which after 70m takes a sharp turn to the right to reach the
ridge crest.  The Lake of Menteith comes into view, and the path is
now well-defined to the first summit at 393m.  For many people this
will be far enough - the route across to the main top at 400m with its
triangulation pillar is quite obvious, but in between there is a steep,
rough descent to a dip in the ridge, and the view
is much the same from the two tops.
From either top it is best to return by the same
route.  Do not try to descend the precipitous
south-eastern flanks of these hills.  Outside the
bracken season, a return from the main top can
be made by skirting round the west side of the
393m top to avoid re-climbing it, but when the
bracken is high this can be tiresome.
John Digney

Monievreckie Hills: another target achieved
Strathard Community Trust Paths Group

Distance:  9km
including return
Time:  2½-3½
hours
Ascent/Descent:
400m
Terrain: Steep and
strenuous in places.
Rough hill path
towards summit.
Footwear:  Boots
advisable

The new gate with the Monievreckie hills beyond

The view from near the top

Park & Ride to Stirling Royal
Patients, staff and visitors now
have an alternative way of
getting to Stirling Royal
Infirmary by hopping on the
newly expanded Castleview
Park & Ride Service. The
extended service started on
Monday June 1 and was made
possible thanks to funding from
Forth Valley NHS of £35,000 to
provide a turning circle at
Stirling Royal.  The Castleview
Park & Ride Route, which was
originally launched by Stirling
Council in August 2008, now
travels to Castle Business Park,
Stirling City Centre, Viewforth,
Stirling Royal Infirmary and
King's Park before returning to
the Castleview site.
Stirling Council’s Portfolio
Holder with responsibility for
Environment Services
Councillor Jim Thomson
together with Fiona Mackenzie,

Chief Executive, NHS Forth
Valley recently launched the
extended service at Stirling
Royal. Sister Lorna Perry,
Auxiliary Nurse Angela Nicol,
Student Nurse Sharon Iggo
and Stirling Council Traffic
Management Officer Darren
Ryan joined them for the launch.
Stirling’s Park & Ride services
operates six-days a week
providing a fast public transport
link into the heart of the city,
from both Castleview and the
Springkerse sites. The
Castleview site is located to the
west of Stirling, just off Junction
10 of the M9 motorway,
opposite Castle Business Park.
It has 200 car park spaces, is
conveniently located for visitors
and commuters from the north
and west of Stirling. The site
operates from 7.30am to
6.30pm Monday to Saturday,

with services extended until
8.30pm on Thursday evenings.
Buses run every 12 minutes
from the site to the City Centre.
The return journey costs £1 for
adults with children travelling
for just 50 pence. Regular
users can buy season tickets at

the bus station, which offer
great value for money. National
Entitlement Card
concessionary rates apply.
Park & Ride forms part of
Stirling Council’s City Transport
Strategy and is funded and
operated by the Council.
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Traditionally, in June, our events programme takes a back seat as our Ospreywatch educational
programme kicks in. This involves an almost daily influx  during the month of highly inquisitive and
excitable school groups from the Central Belt, offering a chance to learn about Nature in the raw, whilst
enjoying a rare escape from the classroom at the same time.
I thought then to take the opportunity to diversify from the usual articles on The Lodge by way of alerting
you to the problems of a very special insect. The bumble bee. An oft maligned species, unjustifiably
misunderstood, it 'suffers' through it's close connections with the wasp. In reality, there is an acute
difference between the two. Whereas bees feed on nectar, the wasp will prefer animal matter, including
a great many insect pests. In this respect, the role of the wasp as a biological control agent remains
largely unappreciative.
The bee has a quite different association. Wild flowers. The pollination of plants is not only vital to the
stability of the natural world, it also plays a crucial role in the growing of crops for human consumption.
Sadly, through intensive farming and the use of pesticides, together with the loss of wild habitats, it is now
caught up in a vicious circle of decline, and numbers are decreasing dramatically.
On a personal level, most of us would admit to considering the bee at best to be a nuisance, and at worst,
a threat. If there should be any doubt, however, about their importance in the scheme of things, it is worth
noting that the global economic value of pollination can be worth anything up to fifty billion pounds a year.
Some of you may also remember Bill Oddie, presenter of 'Springwatch', famously declare on Breakfast
television that if bees were to become extinct, the human race would soon follow. I'm not too sure about
that, but perhaps we should all think twice next time we take a rolled -up newspaper to that 'nuisance'
buzzing around the window sill.

A View from the Lodge!
Contributions welcome. Contact David Wilkie on 01877 382258 or email david.wilkie@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

courtesy of John McKinlay

ABERFOYLE'S GOT TALENT
Over the month of May, the DML was proud to have the opportunity
to showcase a collection of artwork by the children of Aberfoyle Primary.
The subject matter was bluebells, and the 'school' of thought was to
run it as a competition in conjunction with our wildflower events and
interpretation theme. During the period, we received numerous
favourable comments from visitors not only on the high standard of
creativity, but also of the vibrant splash of colour the display bought
to the foyer.
Judging proved to be extremely difficult, as every single entry could
be deemed worthy of mention. In the end, the two recipients of the art
material prizes turned out to be Sean McIlvinny and Sean Towse, who
are pictured here alongside Anne, with their paintings. Thanks also to
Susan Nash and Liz Haughey for their help in seeing things through.

SOMETHING ABOUT JIM
Every so often in our lives, a special person comes along
blessed with a unique turn of phrase which can melt the heart
of any individual. It was indeed a pleasure therefore to listen
to Bruce Sewells wonderful speech at Jim Ferrall's leaving do
in the golf club recently..
It was a grand occasion indeed, somewhat typical of a Forest-
ry Commission lunch, whereby the less gracious lower pay
band employees are seen to expertly brush aside the efforts
of the female contingent from the District Office in the race for
the choicest portions available from the buffet. Speeches
were made, gifts were presented, photos were taken.
But what of the man himself ?
I thought long and hard about offering a personal 'tribute' to
Jim Ferrall in this column. I was even tempted to write an 'ode'
in the fabled Rangers Corner, which would have afforded him
immortality status.
In the end, I decided any singular opinion would fall way
short of the mark, given his highly infectious personality,
sense of humour, and professional work ethic impacted on
so many peoples lives in so many different ways over the
last three decades working for the Forestry Commission.
Jim Ferrall. Gone, but certainly not forgotten!

THE PLIGHT OF THE BUMBLE BEE
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By now of course we are all too aware our bankers almost brought the country to its
knees
And after a fair amount of grovelling and snivelling pleas
The Government sensed an opportunity to ship out all the boats
In a bid to recover their wailing level of votes
By bailing them out with billions of notes
Problem being this was akin to inserting a stick into the people’s throats
Where did this melting pot come from, we were entitled to ask?
Bizarrely, no sooner had we begun to take them to task
When we were all of a sudden confronted with another riddle
For the same individuals who decried the bankers appear themselves to be on the fid-
dle
As if things could not get any worse...
Apparently our MPs have also been busy lining their own purse
And as their indiscretions become ever more evident in the days that follow
Enforced apologies are judged to be less than hollow
Truth is, we should not be surprised by these events in any way
As not much has changed within our parliament since Oliver Cromwell's day
Who now to trust....?

The Trossachs Search and Rescue team pictured at The
David Marshall Lodge 'first responder' meeting, Friday May 22. KID'S SUMMER NATURE CLUB

SATURDAY'S 4,11,18,and 25 JULY :
11.00 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.
If you are looking for something for
the kids to do during the holidays,
there is an excellent opportunity to
join the Nature Club, which proved
a big success last season. Run over
four Saturdays, it includes fun
activities at The Lodge and a field
trip. Cost is £3.00 per session and
refreshments are provided.
Booking is essential.

NAVIGATE TO NATURE
SATURDAY 4 / SUNDAY 5 JULY :
11.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. and 2.00 p.m.
- 4.00 p.m.
A new event to the calendar, this
offers the chance to improve your
map-making skills and increase
your awareness of the natural
world, whilst having plenty of fun !
Kindly organised by Arthur Jones
of Trossachs Treks. Cost is £5.00 per
adult, accompanied under 14's go
free.

SUMMER FAYRE
SATURDAY 1 / SUNDAY 2 AUGUST :
Times to be confirmed This is a
family orientated weekend
designed to celebrate all things
wooden, with ranger activities and
craft demonstrations on show.
Arranged as part of Homecoming
2009.

FIRST FLIGHT, FIRST SPLASH !
SATURDAY 8 AUGUST :
4.30 p.m. - 7.30 p.m.
Our annual sojourn to the osprey
nesting area is a one-off
opportunity to view these
wonderful birds at close quarters
before they set off on their long
migration to Africa. Cost is £5.00 per
adult, accompanied under 14's go
free, and light snacks are included.
Spaces are extremely limited so
early booking is recommended.

DAVID MARSHALL LODGE HOTLINE,
further information : 01877 382 258.

DML Notice Board

Trossachs Water Vole Reintroduction Trial
The first reintroduction of water voles in Scotland
has begun as part of a three year project aimed
at restoring water vole populations to Forestry
Commission Scotland sites in the Trossachs.
Water voles have been extinct in this area for
approximately 15 years due to habitat destruction
and predation by American mink.  The project
began in 2006 when water voles from a
development site in Glasgow were captured and
taken into captivity for breeding for the
reintroduction.
In 2008, nearly 600 animals were released at a
number of restored wetland sites in Loch Ard
Forest Cowal & Trossachs Forest District.  These
sites have been improved following the removal
of conifers and the creation of extensive wetlands
including ponds and ditches with plenty of lush
vegetation providing ideal water vole habitat.
This has been carried out in conjunction with
intensive mink control throughout the surrounding
area.  The first stage of the release has been a

success as the voles have begun to establish
new burrow systems within the wetland areas.
60 more water voles were released in May 2009
and more are planned to be released over the
next two years of the project to ensure a viable
population is established. This project is a trial
and is being carefully monitored to measure the
success of the
reintroduction and to
inform future projects
of this kind.
We now have our
Water vole Project
Officer in Post, Anna –
Marie Ford who will
be helping to deliver
this exciting project
over the next two
years.
It is an aim of the
project to raise public

awareness of water vole conservation, the
reintroduction project itself and the contribution of
Partner Organisations, through interpretation and
education. This is as Partnership project between
Forestry Commission Scotland, Scottish Natural
Heritage, Royal Zoological Society Scotland,
Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park,

Derek Gow
Consultancy and
Kilgarth Development
Company.  If you would
like to find out more
about this project or are
interested in helping
out with water vole
surveying, please
contact Katy Freeman
at the forestry
Commission Office in
Aberfoyle on 01877
382383.
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Church News
St Mary’s Episcopal Church
The Trinity: useless or invaluable?
Pythagoras was a Greek scholar born in about 580 BC.
He might now be largely forgotten, but for that wretched
mathematical theorem that he inflicted upon generations
of scholars: ‘The square on the hypotenuse of a right-
angled triangle is equal to the sum of the squares on the
other two sides’.  I for one have always struggled to apply
the theory to any practical problem. Perhaps you though
sat up and paid attention in class.
Another theory, theological rather than mathematical, is that of the
Trinity. The Trinity reminds us that belief should not only be of God, but
equally of Christ His Son, and the Holy Spirit. Has though the theory of
the Trinity just been devised by clever people to tie us in knots, or does
the Trinity really help belief?
It is relatively easy to believe in God the Creator especially when we
live here in the Trossachs. Then the scriptures give readers a constant
reminder that Christ lived on earth. But what then of the Holy Spirit: is
belief in the Spirit, the third part of the Trinity really as important as
knowing God the Father and Christ His Son?
After Christ’s resurrection at the first Easter, Jesus rose to Heaven to
be with his Father. Christ’s followers were of course left behind. Parting
from a loved one brings great sorrow. I read recently a childhood
memory of a well known public figure that spent the first eight years of
his life in India. His father worked there as an official and, as customary,
the boy was eventually sent home to start boarding school. The boy’s
nurse accompanied him on the boat journey home, and his mother
came on board ship to see them both off. Such was the sorrow of
parting from his mother, the boy wept profusely. His mother shooed
him down to the cabin and told him to fetch a handkerchief. When the
boy returned though his mother had gone: peering though the rails of
the ship, he saw her hurrying away down the gangplank. That brutal
parting inflicted wounding that was to last a lifetime.
Remarkably those whom Christ left behind suffered no pain or sorrow.
On the contrary we are told that the followers were soon filled with an
indescribable feeling that Christ, although no longer physically with
them had somehow not gone away, but was still with them.  This
feeling was because of a promise once made by Christ to his followers
whilst still on earth. ‘I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
helper who will stay with you for ever’ (John Chapter 14 verse 16). The
helper that was sent to reassure those followers was, as we now know,
the Holy Spirit. As The Spirit was felt by the followers, it will felt in no
less degree by us.
But what exactly is the Spirit? Perhaps the reason why the Spirit is
often ignored or forgotten is the sheer difficulty of describing it. Perhaps
this is because the Spirit manifests itself in different ways, according to
circumstances and to the nature of the people visited. To some the
feeling of presence might be very strong and vivid. To others though,
the presence of the Spirit is almost a part of everyday life. Someone
told me recently that she had spent a lifetime in nursing, often in
harrowing and stressful circumstances. At times she felt to be near the
end of her strength, ‘but yet’ she said ‘I believed in the power of the
Spirit to see me through each day, and indeed He did and he does.’
The Trinity is then not an irksome theory: on the contrary it is invaluable,
and we ignore it to our disadvantage.

Aberfoyle and Port of
Menteith Parish Church
From the Manse
How lovely to have weather that makes gardening
pleasant.  Strolling around the Manse garden, I wondered,
in a flight of fancy, what is God’s favourite flower?  What
in the garden most represents the kingdom of God?
Is it the rose - symbol of love, rich, fragrant, unmistakable?
Or the violet?  Shy woodland flower of ecclesiastical purple, symbol of
faithful love.
Or the lily?  King Solomon’s sartorial competitor.
Or how about rosemary, for remembrance?  Ophelia’s sad farewell to
her Hamlet.  Rosemary, the herb of grace.  Surely that’s it.
Nigella? No, not her of domestic goddess variety, but the flower
Nigella, known as Love-in-a-mist.  Pretty flowers and foliage and a
nice sense of enveloping love in the name.  I thought I was onto a
winner here, until I checked and found it’s also known as Devil-in-a-
bush.
What about the forget-me-not.  Pretty, baby blue flowers that come up
so often you can forget-them-not.  They grow like weeds.
So maybe God’s favourite plant might be a weed. For its persistence
and unpretentiousness would surely be a fitting reminder of the
kingdom of God.
There’s a very tough weed with lovely fresh green heart shaped leaves.
Maybe this is God’s favourite.  After all, it’s obviously been named by
an ecumenically minded humorist, and this might amuse my colleague
Richard in the neighbouring column.  For here in Presbyterian
Scotland this plant is called bishop weed. In the more Episcopal
South of the border it’s called ground elder.
Or could God’s favourite plant be more exotic?  Like Japanese
Knotweed, introduced here by Victorian plant hunters.  It’s
indestructible, nothing can kill it, and such a rampant grower, that it’s
an offence to introduce it to any ground.
I imagine the kingdom of God to be like this plant.  Indestructible,
bound to survive in any soil.  Tougher than all the other plants in the
hedgerow.
So what plant in the garden might most represent the kingdom of
God?
Is it  Japanese knotweed?  Exotic, majestic, indestructible.
Or is the kingdom of God more elusive - like the scarlet pimpernel,
sought here, there and everywhere?
Or is God’s favourite flower more ordinary.   Maybe it’s the daisy.
Daisies spring up everywhere, and to some eyes, wreck the sward of
a lawn.
Daisies are not fussy about where they grow.  Pull one up and there’s
a tough rosette of leaves, and no matter how often you chop them
down with a mower, they’re back next day.
The kingdom of God is like a daisy.  Ordinary, workaday, but
surprisingly present.
In art the daisy is the symbol of Jesus’ simple human birth.  God’s
favourite flower must be the daisy.
And thinking that will surely take the stress out of tending the lawn.
Enjoy your garden and the summer.
Linda
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If you haven’t heard them recently, Ellie
Fenwick (10), James Neufeld AKA-
Stuntman Bob (also 10), Paul Gordon (10)
and Zach Neufeld (7) have been getting
muddy in the Manse road fields lately. The
kids have all the correct protective gear:
helmet, goggles, gloves, body armour and
boots. This is essential in order to ride
safely and confidently. There’s a healthy
competitive spirit amongst them and as we
plan and mark out a circuit, their minds
become more focused and their tone
changes to individuals striving to achieve
their goal to win and when we make a
difficult obstacle, they’re all keen to be the
first to overcome it!
Most of the local people of Manse Road are
happy to see young kids enjoying
themselves and learning but, unfortunately,
not everybody sees it that way. Our most
regular visitor is the local police who come
along to see if it’s definitely us who are
cutting some ruts. A representative from
the National Park also recently made a field
visit as they’ve had complaints about us
using a mini digger.  If we’re too noisy or
spoiling anyone’s view we don’t mean to
and, although we may have spells of
frequent visits from time to time, there are
also periods when we’re not out for a month
or more and in the winter the days are short
obviously meaning an early finish for us.
We have made attempts to negotiate more
suitable riding times but were told no time
is suitable.
The main reason we use this field is
because it’s the safest and easiest place to
supervise. The field could be used for many
things less desirable than being party to a
few motorbikes or BMXs running around it:
a scheme of houses, a caravan site,
camping ground or similar, a large smelly
pig or chicken operation set up.  So all
things considered, it could be worse.  We
choose to use the field for its current
purpose which is primarily the farming of
sheep and cattle.
Motorbikes are everywhere and they’ve
always been in Aberfoyle. My Dad used to
have a BSA 500 for running about the farm,
my first bike was a NVT Ranger when I was
in primary six.  In Manse Road alone,
Tommy & Barry Armstrong had motorbikes,
Barry Orr, Steven Gourlay from the Old
Manse, then later on Russel Thomas.
Rhona McKay’s boys all had bikes and still
do, Chick Stewart, Lief Lewis (awesome on
his RM80) and there’s more.   Kevin &
Steven Heslop used to go from Morven
(now called Corry Glen) down the forest
road, round the pudding stone and back up
to their house and I couldn’t even have a
shot because I hadn’t then progressed from
a tricycle!  That was my first experience of
a motorcycle; I was in primary two and now
25 years later I am getting non- stop hassle
for taking my daughter riding in the very
same location.

 People come here and think, “Wow this is
the countryside, big green forest, butterflies
and birds flying about, quietness, peace
and tranquility”. The reality is: chainsaws,
wood lorries, tractors, motorbikes dogs
barking, pigs, cows roaring, young kids,
older kids, noisy kids. This is the
countryside! Peace and tranquility are a
short walk away in the forest where
motorbikes and unauthorized vehicles
aren’t allowed.
I’m not trying to be rude or offensive but I
am trying to say that when people move
here they should understand that they
can’t have it all their own way. They
bought a plot of land with a house on it,
not a whole street or the half mile radius
around them. They don’t own the whole
place and just because you don’t like
something doesn’t mean you can stomp
your feet, wag your finger, get in your
group and stop it from happening, or
maybe you can and that’s where it’s
wrong.
Maybe it’s also wrong when we turn up
out of the blue on a lovely sunny day,
start our bikes up and start revving
away, maybe it’s wrong when 2 little
kids won’t give up trying to beat each
other at 18:30 in the evening or want me
to get my bike out and give them a race.
I don’t think so, and neither do 99% of
the people that I talk to from the village
and even some of the closest
neighbours to the field support us and
have no problem.
When we were younger we used to drive
our bikes round the miles of forest roads
at scary speeds, with no helmets or
proper safety gear - it’s a wonder no one
ended up under a wood lorry. The forest
roads are no place for kids on
motorbikes and so, whether it’s right or
wrong in your mind,  Jimmy Campbell,
my dad, gave us the corner of a field to
use.  We’ve made improvements so it’s
more fun and is a safe environment
which is easy to supervise with a first aid
kit. We also have help nearby in case
someone falls off and hurts themselves
(you don’t get this if you’re miles into the
forest).
We recently carried out some drainage
works, made a kicker and a couple of
jumps, dug out some big stones and
filled in the dangerous holes. While
doing this we had a captive audience,
people were out taking pictures,
wagging the finger, phoning the
National Park: ‘there are diggers in the
field’, ‘they’re making a track’, ‘they’re
moving things around.’
 It’s actually our field and nobody should
be able to stop us from doing what we
do, especially when the majority of
people are in full support.  If a sad, small
minority does manage to stop us from
using the Fairy Hill field then Ellie, Paul,

Zach and James will just go along the road
to the other field, or to the other field. At one
time, before you lived here, there may have
been a kid who stayed in your house and
had a motorbike, and they used to do just
the same thing as us. So chill out and go for
a walk round the forest or shut the blinds in
your house because after we’ve got bored,
someone else along the road will be buying
their kid a nice, cool motorbike just like the
ones that Paul, Zach & Ellie have!

Alisdair Campbell

Kids Just Wanna Have Fun!!
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RSPB Inversnaid Reserve
The summer months are a busy
time for the birds on the
reserve: there are eggs to be
brooded and chicks to feed so
bird watching at this time of
year can be hard work. If you
are lucky you might catch a
glimpse of one of our pied
flycatchers zipping back and
forward to its nest.  A much
easier group of animals to
watch at the moment are the
butterflies and luckily RSPB
Inversnaid is as good for
butterflies as it is for birds.  For
a good butterfly watching day
all you really need is a warm,
sunny and still day, your
butterfly guide book for those
tricky species you’re not sure
about and, hopefully, the time
to wander and enjoy yourself.
Nineteen species of butterfly
have been recorded on the
reserve ranging from the easy

to see and identify orange
tipped butterfly, a relatively
recent addition to our list as the
distribution of this species has
moved north, to the hard to see
(but it is worth it if you do)
purple hairstreak
which can live its
whole life at the top
of an oak tree
never coming
down to the
ground.  You
might catch
glimpses of the
green hairstreak or the
distinctive red admiral or
one of the white butterflies as
they flit between nectaring
plants but the real speciality of
the reserve is the small pearl
bordered fritillary.  This striking
black and orange butterfly has
undergone a severe decline in
its range but there are good

populations on the reserve.
Look for them in open glades
within the woods flying close to
the ground from the end of May
onwards.  One species that
you are almost guaranteed to
see at the moment is the

painted lady; this
pale orange
and black
butterfly has
been arriving
from Africa, via

continental
Europe, in huge

numbers over the
last few weeks so

keep your eyes open
for this lovely butterfly sunning
itself on a nice day.
Of course, while we are
watching the butterflies we are
still keeping an eye on the birds
on the reserve and we did
eventually get out to count the

lekking black
grouse.  The
good news is
that numbers
are up on the
reserve this
year with 6 males present on
the reserve at the garrison
when we did our count.  The
oystercatchers which are
nesting on the remains of the
garrison are sitting tight on two
eggs and the swallows are still
busying themselves with nest
building inside our workshop.
There have also been some
sightings of golden eagle over
the reserve and hopefully the
fact that only one bird has been
sighted is good news as it
might mean the other bird is
sitting tight on eggs.  Only time
will tell really.

Allison Leonard
Assistant Warden

Stirling & District Association
for Mental Health (SDAMH)
Focus on Rural Access Service

Angie the Rural Access Worker has been in post at SDAMH for
over 5 years now, Working Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
The Rural Access Service is funded through Stirling Council.

Angie covers any area within Stirling District which is outwith a 10
mile radius of Stirling Town Centre. From as far afield as Tyndrum
to Strathblane, - “It’s a good job she enjoys driving.” She is
currently working with 16 clients in various communities.

The support provided for clients is extremely varied, as people are
individuals, so have very differing needs. Support can be
Practical:-  Assisting with budgeting, housework or shopping.
Emotional:-  providing a listening ear or an opportunity to offload
any concerns or Social:- assisting to access further education
opportunities, volunteering opportunities or attending locally run
events within the clients own community. This list is by no means
exhaustive.

If you think you may benefit from some support from the Rural
Access Service please contact SDAMH on 01786 451203.

Stirling District Tourism Limited have announced that
Stirling Old Town Jail, the unique visitor attraction which
provides visitors to the city with the opportunity to
experience life in an authentic Victorian prison, will be
re-opening to visitors from Monday 8 June 2009.
Since closing in November last year, at the end of the 2008
visitor season, the company has taken advantage of the
opportunity to carry out essential maintenance and repair
work to the distinctive building, the gates of which opened
to receive the first convicts over 160 years ago.  During
that time Stirling District Tourism also engaged in
discussions with Stirling Council, owners of the building,
as a result of which the financial support was provided
which has enabled The Old Town Jail to be re-opened for
the 2009 season.  Additionally the company is participating
in ongoing discussions to review the important role that the
Old Town Jail plays in the Top of the Town.
Confirmation of the re-opening has been welcomed by
Councillor Scott Farmer, who emphasised the important
role which centres such as The Old Town Jail play in

attracting visitors to the city, when he said that, “Stirling’s
appeal to tourists lies in the fascinating history of the city,
and the preservation of heritage buildings which have an
amazing story to tell, such as The Old Town Jail, is vitally
important if it is to maintain its appeal as a destination.

“Stirling Council welcomes the re-opening of The Old Town
Jail, and is very pleased that the issues which make it
possible for it to be operational for the main 2009 visitor
season have been resolved.”
The Old Town Jail will remain open until November 1, 2009,
with costumed actors providing live prison tours every day
and enabling visitors to meet some of the characters who
were a part of the story of crime and punishment in
Stirling’s past, including the city’s notorious last hangman,
Jock Rankin.  The end of the 2009 season will be marked
by special Halloween tours, which take place each
evening on 30 and 31 October, providing visitors with the
chance to discover a darker side to the city’s history, with
stories about body-snatchers, witch trials, and even the
ghost of the last man hanged in Stirling.

Stirling Old Town Jail to re-open
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Most of the horses have been moved to
their summer grazing . Echo , Wispa,
(Shetlands) Patches and Pumpkin
(donkeys) have gone to Briarlands as a
summer attraction along with Heidi the
pygmy goat. The open day was a huge
success the weather being very kind to
us. The ponies both did very well
working hard giving rides to the many
children there. The big horses - Sonny ,
Gwerthfawr , Tonto and Meredin have
moved across the Blane to fresh grazing.
As long as the river doesn’t flood we can
cross to check them every day.
We do have a little
more summer
grazing at Gartness
but are not quite
ready to take some
of  the ponies there
yet. This is because
we have had a few
changes amongst
the equines.
Unfortunately our beautiful old mare
Tammy died at the end of April. She was
finding it more and more difficult getting
up when she lay on her right side. I had
to make the decision to let her go when I
was unable to help her up.  We had her
for 23 years - a long time. She is sadly
missed.
Poor Justin the donkey, Tammys
companion for 17 years, lost his friend,
his home (because he couldn’t be left on
his own) and had to fit in with our other
two donkeys. They were both horrible to

him to start with but he is settling in now
thank goodness and has gone to
Briarlands for the summer.
Two new equines joined us in May -
another miniature Shetland mare and
her three week old foal. If we hadn’t
taken them they may well have ended up
amongst the 2000 equines that go to the
abbatoir every year in this country. Most
ending up on European dinner tables!!
We have called the mare Phoenix and
Mowgli her beautiful foal. She is a
skewbald; he is at present brown but
may well be black when he loses his

baby coat. He has
two stunning blue
eyes; she has one
blue and one
brown.  Dinky Doo
our original
miniature shetland
has taken on the
role of Baby sitter
and the two are

constantly together. She has also
decided to teach him how good he has to
be and we can now catch, lead, groom
and cuddle her. She is adorable and well
worth the wait and patience. It always
pays to make haste slowly with
traumatised animals.
I was asked by the Dogs Trust in
February if I would consider taking  on an
almost  blind Greyhound. Biscuit took up
residence  in March. She is a beautiful
girl but after tests at the vet it has been
discovered she was not born blind as we

thought but became
so after an undetected
infection as a puppy.
This  left her with
encephalytis resulting
in brain damage and
blindness. She is
making a little
progress but it is very slow I do see a
happy dog inside occasionaly I just hope
I can get it out!
We also took on a handsome lurcher this
week - Milo. He has gone to live with a
volunteer and appears to be liking his
new home. He was found wandering in
the street and has a damaged rib that
has healed badly resulting in it sticking
out a little. He has just  undergone
surgery to amputate part of  his
damaged tail.
More rabbits have been taken in (5) but
unfortunately two have had to be
destroyed due to their appalling
condition. We have called the three we
kept - Mistletoe, Knapweed and Comfrey.
Fundraising season is now well
underway and we desperately need
more and more tombola items as we put
on a tombola at most shows and events.
PLEASE  HELP by collecting ornaments,
stationary, bottles,  toiletries etc;  infact
any new item suitable to put on the stall.

Please contact me for collection or more
information, Mione 07748 351287 or
info@glendrickroost.org.uk   Thank you.

Welcome to the news from Glendrick Roost
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School News
McLaren High SchoolAberfoyle Primary

P1/2 Minibeast Hunt
As the P1/2 topic this term is
Minibeasts, we recently made
a visit to Mrs Crawford’s
garden to carry out a mini
beast hunt.  We found lots of
interesting bugs including
snails, centipedes, beetles,
worms and spiders. We
collected them in our
specimen jars and looked at
them through magnifying
glasses. We also went pond
dipping in the burn in the
garden, but we didn’t catch
anything. Best of all was the
slow worm! We found it in the
compost bin and Lucy’s dad,
who came as a helper, took it
out to show us. The compost
was very smelly but we had a
good time.

The Summer Fayre
The annual Summer Fayre
took place on Saturday 23rd

May. It was a very successful
event despite the torrential
rain which meant that the
outdoor activities, bouncy
castle and B-B-Q had to be
cancelled. Thank you to
everyone who made
contributions, served teas,
manned stalls, sold raffle
tickets and both set up and
tidied up afterwards. The
Fayre wouldn’t take place
without you.
Most of all a big thank you to
those who supported us on
the day. We raised an
amazing £700 which will be
put to good use to benefit the
children.

Mary’s meals tuck shop
At Aberfoyle primary we had a
special tuck shop that would
raise money for Mary’s meals.
Mary’s meals are based in
Dalmally where they provide
school meals for children
whose parents can’t afford it
in Africa, Asia, Latin America
and Eastern Europe. We
raised £52 and it cost £6.15
to feed a child for a year
which would feed about eight
children for a year.

Official Opening
On Friday 24 April Stirling Council’s Provost Fergus
Wood joined the head boy, Niall Sutherland and head
girl, Lucy Waite, and the staff and pupils of McLaren
High School in Callander to mark the official opening of
their fully refurbished school.
Work on upgrading the school in a number of phases
included a major refurbishment and remodelling of the
school totalling £10million; large sections of new build
classrooms, new music and drama provision, a new
community room, new administration block and
provision for visiting services.  McLaren Headteacher
Peter Martin said: “The refurbishment has delivered
first class learning and teaching spaces together with
attractive social areas. It has been very well received by pupils and staff, and I am sure that the
physical environment will help motivate and engage young people.”
The existing three-storey building has increased in size with sixteen classrooms being added to
replace the huts that were previously used.   Inside other additions include new build music practice
rooms and a new indoor social space and drama area.

Litter Pick
A group of 34 pupils from S1 took part in a litter pick on
Friday 24 April as part of the Annual Callander Spring
Clean.  The pupils did the litter pick around the school
and on the main footpath down to the town and collected
thirteen bags of rubbish.  Thank you to everyone who
worked hard on the day.  The school has been involved
in the Cleaner Routes to School Project which resulted
in new bins being provided last year in Callander.

Rugby - Girls 7s
The McLaren side had a great tournament on Wednesday 29
April scoring 19 tries; more than any other side, but sadly
because of lack of knowledge of the laws, only finished
runners up.
Our scorers were Jennifer Gilchrist, Bethany Douglas (2),
Ellen Haste, Jean Wiedmann (3), Siobhan Cattigan (5) and
Brogan Hardacre (7). There was also some great tackling
from Chiara Fingland, Lynsey Corrieri and Fiona Wiedmann
and good running from Tamsin Dingwall.
A great end to the season.  Any girl who wants to continue
playing with a girls side is welcome to go to Stirling County
on Monday nights from 7pm.

Sponsored Walk
McLaren High School held a sponsored walk for
S1-S3 pupils on Thursday 21 May 2009 to raise
funds to support additional pupil activities.  The
school provides a wide range of activities beyond the
classroom, from visits to outdoor centres, debating
and musical events as well as sporting and cultural
experiences. The money raised by the sponsored
walk will help to fund these activities.  The sponsored
walk took place over a stewarded route through
Coilhallan Wood and returned via the Invertrossachs
Road.  The distance was approximately 5k and so
far £2,819.78 has been collected in sponsorship.
Thank you to family, friends and members of the
community who sponsored pupils.

S1/2 Rugby
Our S1-2 side played in the local HSBC tournament at Stirling County
on the 21 May.
We won our group beating Dunblane 15-0 (try scorers were Angus
Leishaman, Alistair Orr and Fraser Kerr) and Wallace High 14-7
(scorers were Angus Leishman, Quintin Lyle and James Burdett.  All
conversions by Harry Milligan)
In the final we had to reduce our numbers to 10 to play Stirling High on
a half sized pitch.  Their bigger faster players scored first and lead 6-0
before William Kerr got one back just before half time.  In the second
half Stirling again scored before Angus Leishman got our second.
Despite some great passing rugby we finished runners-up by 9-6.
Our mostly S1 team played some very attacking rugby and look forward
to playing at Murrayfield at the IRB 7s.
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Hello Children,
Summer has well and truly arrived. I am sure that
you are all enjoying the long, hot days, so long
that the sun is still shining at bedtime and when
you get up in the morning. At this time of year it
hardly gets dark at all. The only problem is that
we still have to go to school. Never mind, it is only
for a few more days before we all break up for the
summer holidays, the very best time of the year.
There is always so much to look forward to.
In the meantime, George the Hare wanted to
take me to meet his new neighbours who have
moved in to Duchray Water. He has already
made friends with Ratty, one of the newcomers.
The thing is, Ratty is not really a rat, he is a water
vole. But Ratty does not mind because he is
named after a character from the famous book,

"Wind in the Willows". Ratty recently moved into
the area with his family, and lots of other water
vole families as well. Katie Freeman was telling
Grandpa Otter that there are about 600 water
voles now living here and, hopefully, that number
will soon increase.
My sister, Braeval, and the twin kits, Duke and
Katrine, wanted to come and meet the water
voles, too. So we swam up the Duchray. George
does not swim too well, so he just hopped along
the river bank until we arrived at the meeting
place. There was no sign of anybody else, but
just then we all heard a distinctive "plop" in the
river, and then another and another and another,
until we were surrounded by Ratty and lots of
other water voles. Once the excitement of
meeting new friends had died down, and seeing
it was a lovely evening, George thought it would
be a good idea to do a spot of ghost hunting at
Stronmacnair. It was not far to the ancient burial
ground -- and it would soon be getting dark! We
did not see any ghosts, but there were plenty of
midges.
During my last visit to see the faeries, to retrieve
my winning painted egg from the Easter egg-
rolling contest, I bumped into the Reverend Kirk.
The minister has been living in the Underworld
since 1692. He asked me to tell you all that he is
looking forward to seeing us all on the Doon Hill
picnic, on Sunday 28th. If you really would like to
go on this adventure, you will have to book a
place by telephoning 389302. I'll be there.
Back at the holt, the twins have dusted off their
rackets and dug out the yellow, felt covered balls
and have been playing tennis morning, noon and
night. Sometimes they take the Aberfoyle
Sprinter to Forest Hills and play on a proper court,
which is very hard and quite bumpy.
Duke thinks he is Andy Murray. Katrine pretends
to be one of the Williams sisters, even putting
beads in her hair. With that new and very
expensive roof over Centre Court, dad says the
weather is bound to be wonderful for the whole
of the Wimbledon Championships. I hope he is
right -- we'll be on holiday by then!
Bye for now,
Milton.

Falkirk & Callander Taekwondo club have
established themselves as the Number 1
Taekwondo  team in the UK by winning the
recent team championships held in
Coatbridge hosted  by the Traditional
Taekwondo Association chief instructor 8th
Dan Grandmaster T.K.Loh.
We sent 19 competitors to the event and
came home with a total of 25 Medals, 13
Golds 6 Silvers and 6 Bronze, we have 13 UK
champions now in our club.
The competition started at 9am with the
children events where we won 13 medals.
 Robbie Player won 2 Bronze medals, Daniel
Hesp won Bronze, Calum Hodge,  Ellie
Fenwick and Jamie Thomson also won
Bronze.  Liam Muir had some tough fights
winning 2 Gold and 1 Silver he fought Scott
McCoull another of our students in one of the
finals where Scott gained a Silver medal.
We also had 2 of our girls winning Gold in their
respective weight categories, Anna
Holden who is the UK champion for the 2nd
time and Eilidh Walker who in her first
competition  won a well deserved Gold.
Ragnar Lochhead also won Gold in his first
tournament with a clear 7 point victory.
In the junior events we won 7 medals with 4
fighters competing in 7 different
weight categories, we came out on top in this
event with Alasdair Cox, Conan Irvine and
Ross Walker winning a Gold and Silver each,
Michael Taylor won Silver.
This is a fantastic start to the year for our
students and another historic achievement for
the club, all students and parents should be
very proud of their achievements in
this  tournament. They and the club have a
great future in Taekwondo, so enjoy your
moment and get ready for your next challenge.

Local Taekwondo Champions Milton

Contact details:
Callander Taekwondo Club
McLaren Leisure Centre
Sat 12 to 3pm, and Wed 7.30 to 9pm
Tel:01324472635   Mob:07713193841
Instructor@callander-taekwondo.co.uk
www.callander-taekwondo.co.uk
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Wildlife Spotting in Strathard
Have YOU seen any of these WANTED individuals?

Name: Vanessa cardui
Alias: Painted Lady Butterfly
Characteristics: a striking large
butterfly (up to 7cm across) with
upper wing surface of both sexes
patterned in orange, black and
white. The undersides of the
wings are also intricately
patterned. It is a fast and agile flyer.
Last seen: arriving in Britain after
a long migration from North Africa!
May be found in any habitat,
although will often congregate in open areas with plenty of thistles, which
serve as both a larval food plant and a nectar source for the adults.
Known associates: Thistles and nettles amongst many others.

Name: Sciurus vulgaris/Sciurus
carolinensis
Alias: Red and Grey Squirrels
Characteristics: both are small furry
tree dwelling mammals with big bush
tails. Reds (native) smaller with distinctive tufts of hair on the tips of their
ears, greys (invaders from the US!) slightly larger/more robust lacking or
with smaller hairy ear tufts.
Last seen: foraging for seeds and nuts in the forest. (Reds mostly in
conifer woodland, greys mostly in broadleaf woodlands). Two grey
squirrels have recently been spotted in Aberfoyle! If you spot these let
us know.
Known associates: Greys are known to be carriers of squirrel pox
which doesn’t harm them but can be fatal to reds!

Grey squirrel

Red Squirrel

Name: Vipera berus
Alias: Adder
Characteristics: up to 65cm long with distinctive zig zag markings
along their backs. Females reddish brown with dark brown markings,
larger than males which are usually grey with black markings. They
hibernate from Oct to March (often in groups). They use their flicking
tongues as sense organs to “taste” the air. Give birth to 6-20 live young
in Aug/Sept and return to the same wintering site each year.
Last seen: Emerging from hibernation in open areas where they may
be seen basking in the sun. Rival males sometimes seen having mock
fights where they rise up and coil around each.
Known associates: They eat lizards, mice, voles and young birds.

Any interesting wildlife sightings (particularly of grey squirrels)?
Comments?   Looking for more information?

Email Anna at: anna.burrows@foresty.gsi.gov.uk
Photos courtesy of the Forestry Commission

The music festival season is upon us and as every year the
most popular events are selling out fast, with illegal tickets touts
making the most out of the desperation of the people who are
struggling to get hold of tickets to see their favourite acts.
Stirling Council and Clackmannanshire Council Joint Trading
Standards Service and their colleagues across the United
Kingdom have been contacted by dozens of upset consumers
who have paid for non-existent tickets.
Trading Standards Officer with Stirling Council and
Clackmannanshire Council Joint Trading Standards Service,
Brian Wilson, warned consumers against buying tickets once an
event is sold out.  He said: “A sold out event means it is sold out.
But for some the temptation of a website still offering tickets will
be too great, even if it is at inflated prices.  In most cases tickets
will never be delivered.  Attempts to contact the website usually
come to nothing - or the consumer is told they will be given the
tickets at the event, postponing the inevitable bitter
disappointment.”
Mr Wilson also urged people to check where the trader is based
as redress to arising problems will be almost impossible if they
are based abroad.  He said: “Know who you are dealing with
before you enter your card details.  Check the terms and
conditions, and where the head office is.  Trading Standards
receive so many complaints from consumers who have been
significantly overcharged for tickets that never arrive - and the
trader turns out to based abroad.  Most of these cases never get
resolved.”
Mr Wilson added: “The resale of tickets is generally not illegal
and the risks can be hard to spot.  I would advise consumers to
bear in mind the old adage that if it sounds too good to be true,
then it probably is.”
Mr Wilson offered the following pointers to help steer clear from
scams and avoid disappointment:
·Contact the event organiser first - they should either be able to
supply tickets or direct you to authorised agencies
·Stick to agencies known to be reputable
·If buying online, check the site's credentials - the website
should give a name and address of those running it. Even if their
e-mail address ends with .uk they may still be based abroad
making it more difficult to seek redress in the event of a problem
·Use Internet search tools to research an agency that appears
to have the tickets that you are after. No news is not necessarily
good news
·If buying from an online auction site follow the guidelines that
the site offers in protecting your purchase, for example by
checking the seller's history
·Make sure that before committing to a purchase you know the
full price including the face value of the ticket and any delivery
charges, plus the seat location and any obstructions if relevant
·When paying online only use sites that have a secure payment
section
·Pay by credit card for anything over £100; if you do not receive
your ticket or are otherwise misled you may be able to claim the
money back through the credit card company
·Check that individuals can sell the event's tickets on as
otherwise even with a legitimate ticket you might be refused
entry on the day
·Dealing with street touts is not advised.

For further advice please contact the Stirling Council and
Clackmannanshire Council Joint Trading Standards Service
Monday to Friday during normal office hours
on 0845 277 7000 or in person at the Municipal
Buildings, 8-10 Corn Exchange Road, Stirling,
FK8 2HU. Or by emailing:
tradingstandards@stirling.gov.uk.

Too Good to Be True
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The much-anticipated Stirling 40 Town & Country Walks guide has
been launched just in time for the summer holiday.
Stirling 40 Town & Country Walks, written by Stirling author Fergal
MacErlean, is the latest in a beautifully produced series of shorter
walks’ guides with superb photography and
colour maps to inspire and guide the reader
around every walk.
The book contains 40 shorter walks covers
Stirling and the surrounding countryside,
through Bridge of Allan, Dunblane and
Doune to Aberfoyle, Callander and Killin in
the Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National
Park. Also featured are Clackmannanshire
and the Ochils on the north of the Forth and
Falkirk to Bo’ness on the south.
Speaking from the National Wallace
Monument, where the book was launched
today, Fergal MacErlean said: “We have
everything here – from level lochside trails
that are just perfect for buggies and trikes to woodland adventures
for little explorers, with secretive red squirrel hides and enchanted
hilltops, scores of architectural curiosities and classic introductory
climbs on some of the region’s best-loved small mountains.  I hope
this collection represents the diverse range of brilliant walks there are
to be enjoyed in and around Stirlingshire, especially for families.”

Jason Clark, Tourism
Executive for Stirling
Council, added: “It’s
fantastic that Pocket
Mountains have published
a dedicated guidebook for
the local area in their
popular new series.  This
route selection contains
some of the finest walks the
region has to offer, and
residents will get every bit

as much out of this guide as
visitors, particularly with the summer holidays approaching.”
Many of the routes included in Stirling 40 Town and Country Walks
can be reached by public transport and are ideal for families. Each
route is accompanied by a full-colour sketch map and photograph,
and details on distance, estimated time, terrain and bus or train
access, plus general information on what to take and wear, are
included. Trails that are suitable for buggies are highlighted.

Author Fergal MacErlean and Jason Clark from Stirling Council
at The National Wallace Monument

Best Foot Forward
For anyone who reads our blog at David Marshall Lodge
(http://aberfoyleospreys.blogspot.com), you will know it hasn’t
been a successful season for the ospreys here.  The resident
pair returned to the nest and everything seemed to be settling
down fine.  After a week of mating the female started to sit low
on the nest a sure indication that she was about to lay an egg.
(We couldn’t see one but assumed she had one from her
behaviour) This is normally confirmed by the male’s behaviour
as he takes over the incubation of the egg when the female goes
off to feed.  However, this is where everything went wrong for our
female.
Our resident male who is not ringed, disappeared and didn’t
return.  We were unsure what happened to him but an osprey
was reported with fishing line trailing from its legs at about the
same time.  Whether this was our male, who knows?  Many
ospreys fish from the same loch, so it could have been a totally
unrelated incident.  However, for our male to go off right at the
point of egg laying seems unusual to say the least and I
personally would have said something fatal had happened to him.
This then put our female in a really awkward position, where she
needed to be fed to keep incubating the egg.  Enter the silver
ringed male.  He had been about at the beginning of the season
and has been the breeding male in previous years.  He started
to bring in fish for our female and was mating with her but didn’t
do any incubation.  The female would go off the nest to feed on
the fish he had brought in but then would have to return about 5
minutes later when he would take off from the nest and not
incubate.  I was actually quite surprised he hadn’t kicked the
eggs out, as males rarely take on another bird’s offspring.  It has
happened in ospreys but is rare. This went on for about a week
and I felt really sorry for her being put under so much pressure
where she wasn’t getting proper time to eat.  But at least she was
still managing to keep the egg (s).
Then one morning I came in and another male had taken over
the nest and was mating with our female.  He was a green ringed
bird and had shown he was a young bird due to his lack of mating
prowess.  Two days later the female was off the nest and was
found sitting in a dead tree off to the left.  She stayed there for
hours and I began to suspect the worst.  Although the green
ringed bird came into the nest and would be calling etc, she
totally ignored him.  I then asked our ringer Dave Anderson to go
out to the nest and check for eggs on the ground.  (He is one of
the few people to have a licence so that he can approach the
nest legally).  Unfortunately he confirmed my suspicions and
found one egg on the ground that had since been predated.
All was not lost at this point though as the female still had 2
weeks in which to produce a second clutch but it was not to be.
The latest known date for an egg to be laid in Scotland 23rd May,
came and went and no eggs were produced.  Many other
ospreys started to come into the nest as it was no longer
guarded by a breeding pair.  This proved fruitful in one sense, as
we started to get ring numbers of birds we hadn’t seen before.
These turned out to be ospreys that had hatched in this area in
2004 and 2005 and had survived the migration back to Scotland.
One in particular was quite interesting as it was the sibling of the
osprey that got caught in the fish cages down at Lake of Menteith.
Thus, 2 of the brood had survived beating the average of 1 out
of 3!  This injured osprey has now recovered and they plan on
releasing it today (9th June).  Good news for a bird that is still the
4th rarest Bird Of Prey in the UK.

Andrea Williams
(Information and Education Officer RSPB/FC)

Gone fishing....?

SEPA Information on Septic Tanks
Scotland's environment watchdog is reminding people with septic tanks
and small sewage treatment works (STW) that the registration fee is being
waived until 31 May. Registration normally attracts a one-off fee of £103,
or £76 for an online application, but the Scottish Environment Protection
Agency (SEPA) is suspending the fee until the end of May. This means
people whose properties have septic tanks or small STW can register for
the cost of a phone call, postage stamp or, if they apply online, just £1.
The register of septic tanks and small STW provides SEPA with
information about sewage treatment systems in areas of Scotland not
connected to main sewer networks. This helps the development of long
term strategies for protecting Scotland's environment.
Well managed septic tanks in appropriate conditions provide suitable
sewage treatment without damaging the environment. Poorly maintained
tanks can, however, cause pollution and significant problems for
neighbouring properties and communities.
SEPA's Director of Environmental Protection and Improvement, Colin
Bayes, says: "Waiving the fee during April and May has several
advantages. It saves septic tank and small STW owners money and it
encourages owners to ensure their system is legally registered, which is
an important consideration when it comes to buying and selling properties.
It also raises awareness of the importance of looking after septic tanks.

"My plea to everyone whose property has a septic tank or small STW is to
register it with us. Registration is a one-off task and there are no future
fees to be paid. As long as you look after your tank you may never have
to hear from us again!"
Information on septic tank and STW registration can be found at
www.sepa.org.uk or you can call your local SEPA office or the 24 hour
Communications Centre on 01738 448414 for help and advice.
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JAZZ UP THE TROSSACHS
The Callander 2009 Jazz and
Blues Festival is only four months
away and we have really pushed
the boat out this year. Despite the
general economic doom and
gloom this year’s event will
brighten the outlook. This month’s
band feature concentrates on our
special Jazz guests, three of
whom will feature at The
Homecoming Jazz Band Ball,
have been selected for their own
unique performance style.
Fat Sam’s Band is a UK and
International Jazz Band legend.
Their leader, Hamish  McGregor
and the boys of the band have
enthralled audiences all over the
world for many years now via radio,
television, theatre and at many of
the more famous music festivals.
This livewire band has a line up of
ten superb musicians, everyone a
star in their own right.
Adrian Drover’s Slide Rule, as
the name implies, features six
extremely talented trombone
players backed by a very vibrant
rhythm section comprising piano,
bass and drums. All the members
of Slide Rule play in other big
bands across Scotland such as
The Andy Mears Jazz Orchestra,
Peter Dwyer’s Big Band, The
George McGowan Jazz Orchestra
and The Tim Barella Big Band.
The band are extremely
entertaining, with a very original
way of presenting Adrian Drover’s
special arrangements of many of
the jazz classics.
Winston’s Pennine Jazz from
West Yorkshire, firm favourites at
last year’s festival, are returning to
entertain us with their lively
footapping Traditional Jazz
performance, as well as both
mainstream jazz and gypsy jazz.
These very versatile guests will
lead the Sunday Jazz Parade and
they will also be stomping their
stuff aboard the Sir Walter Scott
for the Sunday afternoon Jazz
Cruise.
Three top bands are all performing
on the same evening in the
Callander Indoor Arena on
Saturday 3rd October, 2009.
Please see festival programme or
festival website for full details.
Festival tickets as well as our pre-
festival event tickets for The
George Penman 50th Anniversary
Event on Sunday 26th July, 2009
are on sale from the Tourist
Information Centre, Callander.
Tel: 01877-330342 or on line from
ticketweb www.ticketweb.co.uk
Visit our festival website
www.callanderjazz.com for
information on all of this year’s
events or call the festival helpline
on 01877-339399 / 339455

Graham Oliphant
Callander Jazz and Blues Festival

Local Author's new book.
Emblems for a Queen: The
Needlework of Mary Queen of
Scots.
There can hardly be anyone who
has gone to Balfron High in the
past decade or two, that will not
know Penny Bath who has stoically
watched over all  external exams
and their nervous participants as
chief invigilator. I'm sure Penny has
enough experiences in that
position to write a book of her own.
However it is her husband Mike
who is the author in her household.
His latest publication is not only
interesting but beautiful. Mike has
some copies of this book available
at a discount price of £25.  Please
contact him on 01360 440579 or at
m.e.bath@strath.ac.uk. Mike is an
expert in emblematics, the study of
'emblems', and is well known for his
work  in Renaissance Decorative
Painting in Scotland.

Reviews
The story of the handiwork, at times
sinister, reflecting the dangerous
political undercurrents of the era,
makes fascinating reading. This is
a well-researched addition to
Marian literature, which not only
tells of Mary's surviving and lost
embroidery, but also demonstrates
the important part it played in her
life.
Helen Cook, The Scots Magazine,
February 2009

RNIB Charity Table top sale
Anyone interested in booking a
table in the McLintock Hall Balfron
on Saturday 27th June, should
contact Trish Thomson on 440787.
the sale is from 10 am - 4 pm,
tables will be available for set up
before then. The event is to help
raise funds for RNIB. Entrance to
the sale is £1.50 including
tea/coffee and home baking. Paul
Henke will be there to sign copies
of his latest book.

Now in its 24th year, this concert
series promotes the enjoyment of
classical music in this rural
community and provides a platform
for young musicians starting out on
their careers. The concerts are
performed in the historic
Balquhidder Parish Church
designed by David Bryce, in a
beautiful venue set among the
stunning scenery of the Braes o'
Balquhidder.
All concerts take place at 7pm,
giving time to return to Glasgow,
Edinburgh, and all parts of Central
Scotland. There is adequate parking
around the church.
Ticket prices: standard £7,
concessions £6, under 15s free. The
church has more than 200 seats,
and average audience size is about
100, so there should be no need to
pre-book individual seats.

Details of the Summer 2009 concert.
Sunday 28th June:  DIECI (vocal
octet)   Eight vocal studies students
from the Royal Scottish Academy of
Music and Drama make their third
(and possibly final?) visit to
Balquhidder for more excellent
songs and opera extracts. Come
along - this may be their last concert
together!

Sunday 19th July:  VoiceMale
(male voice quartet) This is probably
the first time that a male voice
quartet has sung at Balquhidder
Summer Music. They will sing a
range of songs composed from the
sixteenth century to the present day,
often for very convivial occasions!

Sunday 5th July:  Djordje Gajic
(accordion) and Andrea Gajic (violin)
A return visit by the virtuoso
accordionist who made such an
impact last year, this time
accompanied by his wife Andrea for
an exciting programme of Hungarian
and Gypsy music. Not to be missed!

Sunday 26th July: The Dalmeny Trio
(violin, clarinet, piano) Ingrid Sawers
(piano) and Joanna Nicolson
(clarinet), who gave a recital in
Balquhidder in 2006, are joined by
fabulous violinist Cheryl Crockett for
some wonderful trios and sonatas.

Sunday 12th July: The Primrose
Piano Quartet. We are privileged to
have a return visit of the immensely
experienced Primrose Piano
Quartet, who so enjoyed last year's
visit that they are coming again!
Hear some more wonderful
chamber music played with the
highest competence.

Sunday 2nd August: Simon Thacker
(classical guitar) and Daisy Chute
(vocalist) Simon Thacker is joined
for this end-of-season concert by
Daisy Chute for jazz-influenced
classical song, the great American
songbook and classical popular
song. Pure magic - bring your
friends!

Not here....but near!
Balquhidder Summer Music Third Age Group Strathendrick.

The third Mugdock Music Festival
will be held on Friday, June 19th,
Saturday, June 20th and Sunday,
June 21st.
The main performances will all be
under cover in the Walled garden
this year in an all-weather
marquee.   Once again the
programme will feature bands,
artists and dancers from a wide
range of international venues and
cultures. Don't miss it!
Tickets need to be obtained for the
Concerts in the Walled Garden
Marquee and in the Mugdock
theatre. Details as follows:
EXTRA EVENT!
UP THE RAW: Thursday June
18th Mugdock Theatre 7.30pm A
foot-stomping awe-inspiring story
of the lives of Durham miners told
through music, song, visual
projection and theatre. £8
FRIDAY June 19th: Bellevue
Rendezvous: Mugdock Theatre
7.30pm  £8
SATURDAY AFTERNOON, June
20th: Concert with John
McCusker, The Wild Myrtles,
Cross Border Band, Jaleo Pena
Flamenco, Shawlands Academy
Dance Group etc: Walled Garden
Marquee, 2pm Adults £5, Under
16yrs £3, Under 5 free.
SATURDAY EVENING June
20th: Michael Marra in concert:
Mugdock Theatre, 7.30PM. £10
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, June
21st Concert with Battlefield Band,
Ayawarra, Seylan Baxter and
Cheyenne Brown, GODA,
Sightyhill Music Project etc:
Walled Garden Marquee, 2pm
(with Swing Band from12.30pm)
Adults £5, Under 16yrs £3, Under
5 free.
BOOKING
Tickets can be purchased from the
Mugdock office, or by phoning
0141 956 6100 (all major credit
cards accepted)

Mugdock Music Festival
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Forth Inn Events Diary

Main Street, AberfoyleFK8 3UQ
Tel: 01877 382 372

E-mail: Phil@ForthInn.com

June
Sat 20th June: Karaoke in
The Wallace Bar fun starts 9pm
Sun 28th June: Pub Quiz Prize
 for Winning Team Starts 9pm

July
Sat 18th July: Karaoke in
The Wallace Bar fun starts 9pm
Sun 26th July: Pub Quiz Prize
for Winning Team Starts 9pm

Stuart & Brenda’s wee place at
David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle

tel: 01877 389302
email: chill@chilloutscotland.com

 www.chilloutscotland.com
Hello!
We hope you are enjoying the sunny days we have been getting.
There are some exciting events coming up for the rest of the year,
including faerie adventures, firewalking, yoga intensives and yoga
teacher training.  For more info, pop up and see us, give us a call or
check out our website.

You may have ventured up the Faerie Path many times
before, but if you are wanting something to do on Sunday
afternoon that’s different from the norm, join us as the tale
of Robert Kirk and the Faeries of Aberfoyle comes alive!
Your changeling guide will lead you through the ruined
church and up the faerie path, through the twisted trees to
visit the Ministers Pine - but this time, be on the lookout –
there are mischievous pixies about!  The adventure starts
at midday, lasts about 3 hours, and a picnic is included at
the end (if the pixies don’t get to it first!)
The cost is £10 per person, meeting place is midday on
Sunday 28 June, Sunday 12 July, Sunday 16 August 2009
at the bridge next to the car park in Aberfoyle.  If you would
like to join us, please give us a call on 01877 389302,
booking is essential.

Regular drop-in Yoga classes
Open to all!

Tuesdays 9.30 -11am
Fridays 9.30 – 11am

Saturdays 10am – 11am
(not every week, please check dates)

Sundays 9.30 -11am
(not every week, please check dates)

Fillet of Salmon in Almond Butter with Red Onion,
Olive and Basil Cous Cous
INGREDIENTS:
4 Salmon Fillets
4oz Flaked Almonds
2 oz Butter
White Wine
Chives
250g Cous Cous
1 Red Onion
Salt & Pepper
10 Olives
Basil
Vegetable Sock Cube

METHOD:
Place the salmon fillets in a deep tray, place a knob of butter on
each one.
Season with salt and white pepper and a good splash of wine.
Sprinkle the almonds over the salmon and bake in a preheated
oven at 180 deg. for 10 – 15 mins.
Bring the stock and 250 ml of water to the boil.
Add the chopped onion to the stock and soften for 5 mins.
Put the cous cous in a bowl and add the olives, basil, salt and
pepper.
Pour the stock and onions over the cous cous and stir in. Stir
occasionally until all the liquid is absorbed.
Place the cous cous on the plate put the salmon on top.
Add a sprinkle of chopped chives to the cooking liquor and pour
over the salmon.

The amount raised in Strathard area
during Christian Aid Week was £2398.29

Attention all Businesses!
Could you Sponsor a colour

edition of Strathard News?
To print in colour we have to raise an extra £150 per issue.
If you would like to sponsor an issue you will receive a
full page advert, editorial and acknowledgement of your
sponsorship throughout.   If interested contact Marion
386 222 or Margaret 386 258, or any one of the committee.
(contact details on front page)

Did I read that sign right?
TOILET OUT OF ORDER. PLEASE USE
FLOOR BELOW
In a Laundromat:
AUTOMATIC WASHING MACHINES:
PLEASE REMOVE ALL YOUR CLOTHES
WHEN THE LIGHT GOES OUT
In a London department store:
BARGAIN BASEMENT UPSTAIRS
In an office:
WOULD THE PERSON WHO TOOK THE
STEP LADDER YESTERDAY PLEASE
BRING IT BACK OR FURTHER STEPS
WILL BE TAKEN
In an office:
AFTER TEA BREAK STAFF SHOULD
EMPTY THE TEAPOT AND STAND
UPSIDE DOWN ON THE DRAINING
BOARD
Outside a second-hand shop:
WE EXCHANGE ANYTHING - BICYCLES,
WASHING MACHINES, ETC.
WHY NOT BRING YOUR WIFE ALONG
AND GET A WONDERFUL BARGAIN?
Notice in health food shop window:
CLOSED DUE TO ILLNESS



Janefield, Ruskie, Stirlingshire FK8 3LG
Tel: 01786 850500  Mob: 07977 133503  Fax: 01786 850555

Email: directvehicleopt@aol.com  www.directvehicleoptions.co.uk
We are Open: Mon-Sat 8:00-20:00 Sun by Appointment

VEHICLES FOR SALE
We now supply and fit tyres

Fiat Scudo 120 LWB (08/08) In silver, Twin glazed sliding doors,
partitioned rear.

£9,750.00 + VAT

Renault Master LM 38 DCi 100 (08/08) 6 Speed, 17,000 Miles £8,995.00

Volvo s40 1.9D 115 BHP (W Reg) FSH, 103,000 Miles £2,550.00

Nissan Almer Tino 2.2D (00/W0 61,000 Miles, Nice Car £2,650.00

Vauxhall Zafira 1.6 Life (06/06) Moonland Siver, 24,000 Miles, As
new

£6,750.00

Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 16V Club 5dr (01/51) 83,000 Miles, Nice Car £2,250.00

Kubota 3060 Front mounted Mower, 1580 HRS 03 road registered £3,500.00 + VAT

Volkswagen Touareg 2.5 TDi SE Manual (05/55) Bright Blue with
Beige Leather, Sat Nav, Cruise Control, Heated Seats, 6 Disc CD,
53,000 Miles, FSH

£14,750.00

Ford Focus 1.8 LX 5dr (1999 - T Reg) 103,000 Miles in Siler, Very
Clean Car

£1,550.00

Volkswagen Golf 1.9 TDi Match (08/58) In Black 9,700 Miles £13,250.00

Dear Readers of the Strathard News,
 We have had a lot of customers asking us what is happening in the car trade in the current economic climate.  At present there are still some 08/08 and 08/58 pre registered vehicles
around and these vehicles look good value in comparison   with a year ago. But they are running out and prices in the second hand market, which always rises in the first couple of
months into a new year have risen at some 20 to 25% this year compared to 4% last year.
I am sure that is not what you are expecting in this current climate but demand is out stripping the supply of second hand vehicles at present. M ainly because the manufacturers are
not pre registering and the fleets are not re-fleeting due to the fact all the manufacturers have put their prices up to the fleets and the exchange rates have gone against them, plus in-
creased manufacture costs.
What’s going to happen ???
Well I think that as the recession deepens and unemployment rises there will be a number of big car sales groups will become bankrupt.  The combination of lack of credit, lack of con-
sumer confidence and manufacturers having to increase prices because none of them are making any money will be just too much for some of the large highly debt geared retailers.
This will create a very volatile car market with windows of opportunity for purchasers.  As the big groups fail there will be large quantities of cars needing moved on quickly.  The manu-
facturers will not be able to afford to offer big discounts as they will not be making any money - but beware of attractive finance packages from them (always read and understand the
small print) especially the term “the vehicle must be returned in a condition commensurate with its age and mileage” This can cost you a lot of money when your agreement finishes.
If you are considering changing a vehicle now or in the future please give us a phone, hopefully we can help get you the right vehicle or at least give you some useful advice.

Images for illustration purposes only.


