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In January, one of the coldest
months on record, that rare
flower Pseudonarcissus
Lochardus, the Daffodil,
opened its bloom - and it still
blooms by the shore of the
loch.  A bright ray of hope for
the summer to come!
*  Photo taken 25th January by Colin Stewart, Kinlochard

Spring hath Sprung
The Daff hath Rizz
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Again we have had a busy month or two, with the Community
Council starting to look forward and plan spring and summer
activities.  But we have not forgotten persistent problems and
continue to work our way through all the issues notified to us.
Roads:
As expected after the icy weather many new road and pavement
problems have appeared about which the Council needs to be
informed.  We have indeed found that the best way to speed up
patching is to keep reporting these issues directly to the Council as
soon as possible.  This is important – response by Council teams
is monitored centrally, so the earlier and more calls that get logged
for a problem, then the more likely it is that something will be done.
So please complain directly to the Council as soon as possible if
something needs fixed - try to keep a note of the reference number
or date in case you have to ask us to follow through if nothing
happens.
To report problems to the Council for roads or any other service,
either phone the call centre on 0845 277 7000 or go into ‘Do it
Online’ or ‘Online Services’ on website www.stirling.gov.uk. The
speed of response will vary, for example if there are health or safety
implications it should receive higher priority.  But if nothing seems
to be happening in a reasonable timeframe then do get in touch with
one of the community councillors, since we can pick up issues that
have not been resolved and have these investigated.  We have had
quite a good response from the Council for matters reported in
February and March to date.
Demand Responsive Transport (DRT):
This new system was explained to community councillors and
others recently in Kinlochard and looks like a big improvement on
scheduled bus services – see our separate article explaining what
is involved.
Planning:
We are holding two drop-in community consultation sessions on
Thursday 25th and Saturday 27th March to help formulate the
Strathard reply to this important National Park planning document –
see separate notice and explanation on page 7.
Planters, benches and noticeboards:
Our joint application to the National Park with Strathard Community
Trust has been successful and we will shortly be extending this
scheme into all the local villages, so that Kinlochard, Inversnaid and

Stronachlachar all have their own village
bench, noticeboard and planters, as in
Aberfoyle.  These will hopefully be in
place by late May.
Other projects:
We would like to run a community eco-
day in June and are hopeful of being awarded a Stirling Council
grant – if that sounds like something you would like to be involved
with, then do please get in touch as we will be looking for volunteers.
We are currently also applying for a further National Park grant to
run a summer event and exhibition about the history of Loch Katrine
and Stronachlachar, although there is a lot of competition for those
funds.
Finally, the names of your Community Councillors are shown below

– please do get in touch with them on any relevant matter where you
would like our help.  We are still one Kinlochard community
councillor short, so if you are interested in filling our vacancy,
please do contact me on 387275 at any time.

Fiona

Community Council Report

Strathard Community Council meets at 7.30pm on the
first Thursday of every month, alternating between
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall, Kinlochard Village Hall and
Inversnaid Primary School.  The next meetings will be held
in Aberfoyle on 1st April and then in Kinlochard on 6th May.
Half an hour prior to the meetings a local Stirling Councillor
(Tony Ffinch, Paul Owens or Fergus Wood) will hold a
surgery for residents who wish to raise issues or concerns.

Aberfoyle
John Clow
Ros Dingwall
Jimmy Quinn
Geraint Short

Kinlochard
Maureen Campbell
Mike Campbell
Fiona McEwan
1 vacancy

Inversnaid
Andre Goulancourt
David Horne
Ralph Wolfe

Community Councillors by Ward

Contact details: Tel 01877 387200
Email: cc@strathard.org.uk          www.strathard.org.uk

Bathroom Suite Installations

Gas & LPG High Efficiency Boilers
Wet Electric Heating Systems

Landlord Certificates / Gas Safety Checks
FREE ESTIMATES     NO JOB TOO SMALL

Gas Safe Registered Engineer

T 01360 440144 M 07754 521213

Plumbing Installations - New & Renovations

Endrick
P L U M B I N G
&  H E A T I N G

Wester Ballat Steadings, Balfron Station, Glasgow G63 0SH

Boiler Servicing & Repair

PET SUPPLIES
for all small animals including poultry

At the Ward Toll, Balfron Station, G63 0QY
Tel: 01360 850525

Opening Hours:
Feb:   Mon-Sat 10.30-4.30  Sunday 11.00-4.30

March:  Mon-Sat 9am-5pm   Sunday 10am - 5pm

www.benviewnursery.co.uk   email:info@benviewnursery.co.uk
Proprietor: Graham Scott

Coffee and Gift shop next door, under original management

Much Expanded Range of
Locally Grown Hardy Plants
and Vegetables This Year
THE GARDEN CENTRE
•Hanging baskets
•All you need to grow your own fruit and vegetables
•Expert gardening advice
•All your other gardening needs

THE ORCHID HOUSE
• Large selection of orchids and accessories
• Friendly advice always available
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Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park will launch a six-week consultation on Friday 19
February for communities to lodge any objections to the Finalised National Park Local Plan.
Following extensive consultation with communities, the finalised plan will guide sensitive rural
and tourism development while protecting the Park’s sensitive environment for the next five
years. The final stage of consultation provides an opportunity to submit objection to the Plan if
there are outstanding concerns. Submitted objections will be considered by a Scottish
Government reporter who will make final recommendations on the Plan.
The Finalised Local Plan is a culmination of three years work by National Park Staff. During the
draft plan consultation, 500 responses were received with over 2000 individual comments
which staff worked hard to address. Responses from local authorities and government
agencies have also been considered.

Proposals in Your Area
� In Aberfoyle eight homes have been proposed on a new allocated site adjacent to Old Kirk

Loan.
� Following a number of objections regarding the amount of proposed housing in Callander

there are ongoing discussions with Stirling Council regarding the area to the south of the
southern boundary adjacent to McLaren High School as an alternative to the current long
term housing proposal at The Gart Caravan Park.
� The allocated housing site at Churchfields in

Callander has not changed
� In Drymen the long term housing site at

Stirling Road has been removed in favour of
the reduced number of 30 housing units at a
new site north of Stirling Road subject to the
relocation of the village football pitch.
� In Kinlochard, the Plan proposes to include a

housing site north of Forest Hills Estate which
has historical planning permission for 24 units

To find out more information about the proposals
and to download a response form visit the
National Park website www.lochlomond-
trossachs.org   or contact the National Park
Forward Planning Team on 01389 722600 email
localplan@lochlomond-trossachs.org. The
consultation response form will be available for
download on Friday 19 February or by request.
Responses must be returned by Tuesday 6 April.

Disabled access and toilets
 Lochside seating
 Friendly local staff

Gifts  cards and jewellery

Kinlochard Lochside

Open from
Saturday 13th March
for the season

Open daily 10am - 5pm

THE WEE BLETHER TEAROOM, now in its 7th season, has had
a wee bit of a make over and is ready for business as always.

•  Freshly made produce, homebaked cakes and goodies
    all made on the premises. Gluten free range also available.

•  Breakfast, Lunch and Afternoon Tea

SUB POST OFFICE FACILITIES AVAILABLE.
credit/debit cards not accepted - payment by cash or cheque only

A local business is looking for a
team day volunteering project
they can do in May or June.
They have their own transport
and are interested in painting a
community hall or tidying up
gardens etc.
Do you know if any local
community group could use 15-
20 extra pairs of hands for an
afternoon?
Please get in touch with me at
the Volunteer Centre for more
information. My contact details
are below.
If more than one project is
available, I have other employer
groups I can approach too.
Jennifer Shearman
Business Development Manager
Volunteer Centre Stirling
15 Friars Street
Stirling, FK8 1HA
01786 446071
jennifer.shearman@volunteerstirling.org.uk
Our Drop In Centre is open
Monday - Friday 10am-5pm
(appointments available out
with these hours)
You can search for voluntary
opportunities on the web at
www.volunteerscotland.org.uk

Registered Charity Number SC025725

Volunteering Team
 - Project Wanted

Final Say on Developments in Your National Park
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Aberfoyle Memorial Hall AGM
TUESDAY 30th MARCH 2010 7pm

(In the Small Hall)
Please come along to your village hall’s AGM.  A
Committee of just three busy volunteers has operated
the hall for the past five years with the assistance of a
Caretaker/Cleaner.  Ideally the Committee would like
to step down so the hall urgently needs community
spirited people to come along to the AGM to ensure
the survival of this important village asset.

This hall is owned by the people of Aberfoyle and is a
local charity run by volunteers. The hall is currently
used for Youth Club, Toddlers, Dance Classes,
Pilates/Step & Tone, country Dancing, Karate and
parties meetings etc.
Contact Name Janet Stewart 382736

WALK in the PARK – ABERFOYLE
The local walk in Aberfoyle leaving from the Trossachs

Discovery Centre each Thursday morning has
unfortunately not attracted many walkers and
regrettably the decision has been taken to stop this

walking group from the end of  March 2010.
The walking group in Callander is still going strong and if anyone
would like to consider joining this group please contact Tricia
Cumming on 01786 432323 or email
cummingp@activestirling.org.uk  or speak to any National Park
Ranger.
Thank you for the support given by the Medical Centre and the
Quinn family who walked regularly with us.

TRAINING DAYS
The medical centre will be closed in the afternoon/evening on the
following days in 2010 for training

TUESDAY  23RD MARCH
WEDNESDAY  19TH MAY
TUESDAY  14TH SEPTEMBER
WEDNESDAY  27TH OCTOBER
TUESDAY  30TH NOVEMBER

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS - REMINDER
Please can we remind you that we do require two working days to
make up your repeat prescriptions.  If we have to order any of your
medication it may take longer.  You can order your repeat
prescriptions on line by going on to our website

www.aberfoyle-buchlyviesurgeries.co.uk

BOOK OR CANCEL YOUR NEXT APPOINTMENT ON-LINE
Available 24 hours a day, it’s especially useful when the
practice is closed or telephone lines are busy.  Please ask at
reception for a registration form.

Aberfoyle Golf Club
Come and join us at our Open Day on

Saturday 10th April
Why not come along and enjoy a free
round of golf on one of the most
scenic courses in Scotland.  The club
will be open from 9 a.m .till 5 p.m,.
with staff and members on hand to
assist.

Great Membership Opportunities!
Annual Membership £291

To reserve your time, just call Ernest on
01360 550847

Or e-mail secretary@aberfoylegolf.co.uk
We look forward to seeing you!

On the 7th April Dr Fiona Mitchell will be joining Aberfoyle and
Buchlyvie Medical Centres.  Dr Mitchell is a doctor from the hospital
who will be coming to the surgeries for four months to gain
experience in general practice.  She will be working alongside Drs.
Pollok, Lindsay and Maclaren and will be doing sessions and visits
at both Aberfoyle and Buchlyvie.
We are delighted that Aberfoyle and Buchlyvie have been selected
to participate in this worthwhile scheme and hope you will join with
us in welcoming Dr Mitchell into our communities.

R&C LUKE

01324 625624

T/a J. Brown
Coal Merchant & Contractor
12-14 Slamannon Road
Falkirk FK1 1LG
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We are in the quietest time for
registrations, here at Aberfoyle
Registration Office. A short
period, and very much ‘the lull
before the storm’, it never-the-less gives us time
for a good clear out and the sound of the paper
shredder has been punctuating my days.
I have also snatched the odd moment to look at
some of the old parish records, which are
absolutely fascinating. In past times, entries
were often made almost informally, and it
certainly isn’t unusual to find comments made
next to an entry by the (often judgmental) record
keeper.
For anyone who is interested, I can thoroughly
recommend the website Scotland’s People,
where you might research your own family
details. If you want some more information about
searches or even just some pointers on where to
start, then we will be glad to help.
It hasn’t all been a reflection of the past, and the
wonderful ‘baby trend’ of the area has continued
as John and Alison Graham, from Aberfoyle,
have welcomed the birth of their baby daughter
Callie Margaret. Warm congratulations to the
Graham family.
We hope to bring you wonderful news of more
registrations, in the next issue of the Strathard
News. Meantime, we look forward to helping you
in every way that we can, and are open on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 am
until 12 noon.  Appointments can be made by

telephone  01877 382 986, by
email regaberfoyle@stirling.gov.uk,
or by dropping in to the office
during opening hours.

Sharon Johnston, Registrar

Get your garden ready for Spring!
Advice • Grass Cutting • Maintenance • Planting

Painting Fences • huts
Hedge trimming • Pruning • Weeding

RELIABLE
Contact Robert Burns

Tel: 01877-382141
Mob: 07546-066511

Registrar
Trossachs Area Community Transport
BIG Lottery Fund Bid Update
Having heard nothing since November when our application
was submitted we were beginning to get rather worried, but
staff from the Big Lottery Fund contacted us in early March
so all is well and we are still ‘in the system’.  As mentioned
in the last update 50 applications worth £30 million were submitted for the Growing
Community Assets (GCA) scheme at the same time as ours, and it appears that final
decisions on all of these will be made at a meeting in late April.  There is apparently
£12 million of funding left in this scheme which started with £50 million in 2006, all of
which will be awarded at this one meeting.  No other comparable scheme has
replaced GCA hence the large number of applications.  Some additional information
to support our bid was requested but nothing major appears to be wrong in terms of
meeting the scheme requirements or priorities – so we are just keeping our fingers
(and toes) crossed!
During March and April we will do some preparatory work on other minor sources of
funding and community contributions, so that we will be ready if we are fortunate
enough to have a grant awarded.
Members of our charitable community company (TACT) will receive updates directly
as soon as we find out the result and it is still possible to join at any time for £1.
Membership forms can be downloaded from www.ta-ct.org.uk or are available in
Aberfoyle PO, where they can also be returned. If you wish any information, contact
TACT on 01877 387200 or transport@strathard.org.uk.
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Anyone with information can contact Central Scotland Police on 01786 456000 or information
can be given anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555111

In consultation with the communities, it has been agreed that the following issues will be targeted
between January and March 2010.
1. Targeting travelling criminality and increased patrols and stop checks throughout the area and main
arterial routes.
2. Road safety. Continue to raise awareness of the unacceptable practise of illegal parking and
driving on footpaths. It is a problem and it will continue to be addressed. Speed detection will also continue.
3. Targeting the misuse of drugs and the dealers and working with locals to get the drugs off the streets and away from the
village and temptation of those who come across it.

Caught speeding
14th March 2010
3 drivers were caught breaking the speed limit
last night on approach roads to Aberfoyle and
surrounding areas as Police continued hand held
radar checks in the area.  One driver was found
to be doing 45mph in the 30 limit.
Each were issued with a fixed penalty of £60
pounds and will have 3 penalty points endorsed
on their driving licence

Over the limit
14th March 2010
A man was arrested for drink driving after leaving
a local licensed premises in Aberfoyle apparently
worse the wear from the night before.
His car was stopped on the A81 by patrolling
Officers and the man provided a positive breath
test. A report will be submitted to the Procurator
Fiscal at Stirling.

Returned to owner
13th March 2010
The mobile telephone handed in by a visitor to the
area was returned to its rightful owner. Thanks go
to the lady who handed it in.

Found property
4th March 2010
A mobile telephone was handed into the Police
Office at Aberfoyle this afternoon. It was found on
the cycle path near to the river.  The item will be
available for return to the rightful owner.
Contact PC O'May on tel: 01877 382519

Fixed penalty issued
3rd March 2010
A car parked on double yellow lines outside the
Police Office had a fixed penalty attached to it.
The car was left unattended, half on the road and
half on the pavement causing an obstruction.
Police and the Community Traffic Warden are
carrying out patrols in and around the village to
target illegal parking and other road traffic
offences

Theft of a chain saw
22nd February 2010
A chain saw was taken from a wooded area near
to Gartmore recently.  This took place in broad
day light after the owner was clearing away some
shrubbery and left the saw down for a very short
period of time on a secluded section of farm track.
Residents are asked to remain vigilant and to
secure property whenever possible.
Police enquiry is continuing

Over the telephone!!!
11th February 2010
It is a well used method of fraud and often people
are too trusting and give bank and personal
details over the telephone. Fraudsters will contact
a random number and purport to be a bona fida
caller and ask for bank details.
Residents in the area are reminded never to give
these details over the telephone unless you are
completely satisfied you are through to a genuine
business and this will usually be when you make
the call, not when you receive a call.  Elderly

people are often more susceptible to this type of
thing so if you have an elderly family member
ensure you talk to them and make them aware

Court appearance
2nd February 2010
The 3 men who were apprehended on Friday and
suspected of being involved in theft appeared
from Police custody at Stirling Sheriff Court on
Monday 1st February.
The case continues and Police are continuing
their increased road checks in and around the
Aberfoyle area to deter and detect criminal activity.
This is a good opportunity to remind homeowners
and commercial property owners to ensure
appropriate security is in place.  Call in at
Aberfoyle Police Office or telephone PC O'May on
tel: 01877 382519 if you would like some security
advice.

Intolerance in the spotlight, say Police
Tuesday 2nd February 2010
Police will not tolerate any incidence of hate-
crime which targets an individual because of their
sexual orientation - that's the message from
Central Scotland Police ahead of new legislation
expected to come into effect this year.
Following the publication of the Force's single
equality scheme, Central Scotland Police would
urge anyone who has been the victim of a crime
as a result of their sexuality to have the
confidence to report the matter to the police. This
will allow offenders to be brought to justice and
appropriate support to be identified for victims.
The Offences (Aggravated by Prejudice)
(Scotland) Act comes into force in spring 2010.
Chief Superintendent Gordon Samson, who has
responsibility for Communities Policing, speaking
at the start of national LGBT History Month, said:

"The recorded figures show a small number of
people who were victimised because of their
sexuality over the past year however, we suspect
the issue is under-reported.  "Under-reporting can
occur for a variety of reasons, but I would urge
anyone who has concerns or who have been a
victim, to contact the police.

"We have seen a number of advances in the
recent past in terms of LGBT (Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender) community members in
society, we know that intolerance still exists and
that can evidence itself through a range of
offending, including verbal abuse.

"Central Scotland Police, as part of the wider
Scottish police service, welcomes the introduction
of new legislation this year which will allow the
courts to take into account when a crime has
been motivated by homophobia or transphobia.

"We already have systems in place to record these
motivations but to allow us to accurately gauge
the true size of the issue would again encourage
anyone who has been a victim of such an offence
to contact the police.

"We are committed as an organisation, through
working in partnership with a range of partners, to
targeting offenders who target individuals
because of race, religion, age, disability or
sexuality."

Questions & Answers

Anti-social behaviour
Q. I have called the police about some
youngsters causing a nuisance. Will the police
attend and arrest them?
A.  Anti-social behaviour is one of the major
causes of problems in local communities and
accounts for a large number of the calls made to
the police.
Unless the nuisance involves a crimes or
offence it is likely that other more urgent calls will
be attended to first. With your agreement we
may arrange for the problem to be dealt with by
one of our Community Officers who will make
contact with you and deal with the matter locally.
Whilst we understand that this may frustrate you,
research shows that on many occasions the
nuisance has already stopped by the time the
Police arrive.
Q.  So what will we do?
A.  If there is evidence of a crime or offence we
will investigate and take appropriate action. In
some circumstances, the police will also involve
other agencies e.g. Housing and Transport, to
help eradicate the problem.
Q.  What can the police do about my noisy
neighbours?
A.  Unless there are other circumstances which
warrant police attendance, complaints of
domestic noise, persistent alarms, dogs barking
etc, are dealt with by the local council
environmental health officer.

Dangerous Dogs
Q. My next-door neighbour's dog is very vicious
and children in the area are scared of it. What
can we do?
A.  Under the 1991 Dangerous Dogs Act an
offence could be committed if the dog is
dangerously out of control in a public place.
Even if it is not in a public place, but in a place
where the dog is permitted to be and it bites
someone or puts a person in fear, the owner
could still be prosecuted. In this instance you
should telephone the police.

Abandoned Cars
Q.  There is a car in my road which has been
there for a few days and seems to be
abandoned. What should I do?
A.  Take a look at the vehicle and make a note
of the following:
The registration number
Whether there is a current tax disc displayed
Is the vehicle locked?
Is there any damage to the vehicle - inside or
outside?
Then call your local police station and we will
check to see if it is stolen or suspicious.
We will advise the relevant Council
Environmental Health Department who will put a
notice on the vehicle if it is found to be
abandoned. This means that if it is not moved
within the given time period, the Council will
arrange for it to be removed and scrapped.
Q.  People are starting to remove parts such as
hubcaps and wheels from an abandoned car.
What should I do?
A.  Even though the vehicle appears to have
been abandoned this is still theft. If this is
ongoing please call your local police station with
a full description of those responsible. We will try
to attend as quickly as possible to deal with
those concerned. If however this happened
some time ago, again call your local police
station and tell the operator what you saw. We
will then make appropriate enquiries.
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Regular readers may recall that last summer, the first graduates of
the Chill Out Yoga Teacher Training course run by Brenda Louw from
Chill Out Yoga, based at David Marshall Lodge in Aberfoyle were
featured in the Strathard News celebrating their achievement. One of
those yoga teachers, Gillian Lester from Kinlochard, has now started
regular Yoga classes at Kinlochard Village Hall on a Thursday
evening.

"I was approached by a neighbour to see if I was  planning to run
classes locally. I  wasn't sure initially that there would be enough
interest, so we started with a one-off Sunday morning in January, on
one of the coldest days of the year!  I was really encouraged by the
level of interest and support, and I have been running a weekly class
ever since. It is good to use the Village Hall, and it's great that people
don't have to go too far to get to a yoga class, although some people
are coming from outside Kinlochard," Gillian explained.  "There is a
mix of abilities and ages and everyone is welcome. The class is good
way of meeting friends and neighbours as well as being a lovely way
to wind down at the end of the day. I started yoga after recovering
from an injury 10 years ago, and now get so much enjoyment
and benefit from my yoga practice, it is great to be able to introduce
it to other people and help them develop and benefit from it, too."
  Gillian also offers a Sunday morning class once a month at
Kinlochard Village Hall, with refreshments afterwards. If there is
enough interest, she is hoping to start an additional regular class on
another day, to help people who want to start practising yoga  but
can’t make the Thursday evening class and  for those folk keen
enough to want to come to class twice a week. She is happy to
provide individual 1:1 sessions for complete newcomers to yoga,  if
the thought of 'going public' to start with is too much to contemplate.
If you would like to come along, or are interested in finding out more
about the classes Gillian can be contacted on 01877 387201 or by
email: gillian@lochsideyoga.co.uk.
Gillian's website www.lochsideyoga.co.uk provides up to date details
of all of her classes.

A New Yoga Class for Kinlochard

SUNDAY YOGA @ THE HALL

Sundays 18thApril  & 30 th May
@

KINLOCHARD VILLAGE HALL

Sunday 18th April
Incorporating gentle stretching and breathing

Sunday 30th May
Raise your energy levels and feel ready to embrace the

summer

Both sessions start at
10am till 11.30am. £5 per session

Come and enjoy the view!
***

Refreshments available, with donations going towards the
Hall renovation fund

***
Bring a blanket/fleece and a mat if you have one

***
For further details please contact Gillian
01877 387201 or gillian@lochsideyoga.co.uk

www.lochsideyoga.co.uk

Community Council drop-in sessions
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall

Thursday 25 March 7 to 9pm
Saturday 27 March 10am to 12noon

 What’s the Local Plan about?
 Do you think there should be more houses built across
the Manse Road bridge?

 What do you think about windfarms?
� How do I object?

Just some of the questions you may have been asking if
you’ve read Owen McKee’s articles about the National Park
‘Finalised Draft’ Local Plan which is currently out for
consultation.  A local plan provides much of the basis for
judging planning applications, so it’s better to try to amend
this draft plan than wait till a future planning application is
made.  Applications which meet the criteria of the local plan
have a better chance of being approved.
A very short period has been allowed for consultation since
the National Park is running late, so the Community Council
needs local opinions to help prepare its response on behalf
of Strathard residents.  You may also want to submit your
own personal response on anything you feel strongly about.
Full details are available on the National Park website.
Strathard Community Council will have copies of all parts of
the plan and be ready to discuss its own and your issues at
two drop-in sessions in Aberfoyle Memorial Hall - both are in
Aberfoyle since there has been most
interest from there.

If you cannot make these dates
but have any query please phone
in on 387200 as soon as possible –
our submission is due on 6th April.
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Tel. 01877 382 400
Mob 07989 746617
Ask for Andrew
Braeval Old Mill, Braeval

1. House and estate clearances. Every contact is

made with total discretion, confidentiality and

courtesy, at a time to suit the client.  Properties

cleared will be left secure, swept and tidy.

2. I buy individual items.
3. I wish to purchase the following items:

• Old jewellery (even broken items)

• Old wind up watches and clocks (even if

broken)

• Old war medals

• Old coins and banknotes
• Old silver and plated items, including old

cutlery

• Old bagpipes, Dirks and skean dhus

• Old swords, knives, pistols and rifles

• Old musical boxes

• Old toys

• General antiques

Braeval
Antiques
Braeval
Antiques

This new type of public transport in our area
replaces some fixed-schedule buses and offers
much more flexibility to those needing local
transport.  Both Stirling Council and operator
Aberfoyle Coaches came along to the February

Community Council meeting in Kinlochard to explain the new
system and answer queries from Strathard residents to help
understand how it will work in practice.
The Community Council felt DRT could offer many advantages to
those living or working in our area, and has prepared the
information below from answers given at the meeting.  Aberfoyle
Coaches will be pleased to answer any other questions if you
contact them directly (contact details at the bottom).  Once the new
system is up and running, do please let us know what you think –
both positive and negative feedback would be of interest.
▪ The Strathard DRT Scheme runs from Mondays to Saturdays

from 7am to 9.30pm excluding 25-26 December and 1-2
January.  Trossachs DRT has the same hours, apart from the
possibility that Sunday opening will also soon be approved to
start on 4th April.

▪ From Aberfoyle the Strathard DRT service covers the area
along the B829/C68 to both Inversnaid and Stronachlachar Pier.
The Trossachs DRT area includes the A821 Duke’s Pass to
Callander via Kilmahog, together with Loch Katrine-side.  Maps
of both DRT areas can be found in the Public Transport section
of the Stirling Council website.  As with bus services, road
conditions must however be safe for the vehicle.

▪ Both schemes end at the eastern 30mph boundary of Aberfoyle,
just after the Surgery, since for Aberfoyle to Callander via the
A81 there is still a scheduled service.  The DRT scheme does
not cover Gartmore or Port of Menteith since there are still
scheduled services to those places.

▪ These new arrangements supersede the current C29 bus
service from Aberfoyle to Kinlochard, and also the pilot DRT
scheme from Kinlochard to Inversnaid, both of which will cease
on 27th March.

▪ There is a clear scale of charges.  Fares per person are based
on distance depending on length of journey e.g. £2.30 per adult
for 5 miles, £3.30 for 10 miles.  Under-16s pay 50% of the adult
fare.  16-18 year olds pay the adult rate less 33%.  Under-5s are
free.

▪ National Entitlement Cards will be accepted as on scheduled
bus services.  So people over 60 travel free.

▪ Similar DRT services operate in other rural Stirling areas for
journeys where there is no scheduled service.  You can ask
about connections when booking your journey, or check the

Stirling Council
site or Traveline
(web or phone).

▪ Please book as
early as you can.  Pre-booking 24 hours ahead is preferable, but
shorter notice is possible.  Every effort will be made to
accommodate bookings. Making a request 24 hours in advance
does not however guarantee that a request can always be met.

▪ If a connection to other services is needed please also advise
at time of booking so Aberfoyle Coaches can plan for you to
make that connection.  There are no gaps at school bus times
as during the pilot scheme.  It will now be possible to get back
to Kinlochard mid-afternoon after arriving in Aberfoyle from
Stirling at 15.05.

▪ If the DRT scheme hours do not meet a regular local transport
need adequately e.g. to make connections in order to attend
college or university, please contact Aberfoyle Coaches directly
to see if special arrangements can be made.

▪ If a 2nd booking is requested that is close to another, the
original agreed time could get altered slightly to accommodate
more people.  In this case you would be contacted first.

▪ There are no fixed stops - passengers can be picked up and
dropped off anywhere on the public road as long as there is a
safe stopping place.  Private roads can be used if necessary,
but must be safe and suitable for the vehicle.

▪ Both visitors and tourists can use DRT transport.  The service
will continue to go to Forest Hills Reception as with the current
bus service, hotel driveway conditions permitting.

▪ Different types of vehicle will be used (cars and buses) including
suitably approved local taxi firms.  Some have disabled or
easier access for people with walking difficulties / wheelchairs.

▪ Any special requirements (disabled access, bicycles, prams,
luggage, animals etc.) please make these known at the time of
booking.

▪ The service ends at 9.30pm so journeys likely to extend more
than a few minutes beyond this will not be available using DRT.

DRT–DAY: Monday 29th March 2010
‘Demand Responsive Transport’ for Strathard & Trossachs

Bookings can be made 7am to 7pm
phone or text: 0844 567 5670

e-mail: drt@aberfoylecoaches.com
online: www.aberfoylecoaches.com

fax: 01877 382 998
Please provide date, time, pick-up & drop-off point along with
names and contact number(s) for all passengers.

Supported by Stirling Council
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Thursdays 6-7pm
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall

Class cost £4
Call Linda on 07775990649

for more information (Over 16s only)

Ditch the Workout, Join the Party!!

Zumba is a  Latin inspired dance fitness
class with easy to follow moves.  Regulars
can achieve long term benefits while
experiencing an absolute blast in one
exciting hour of calorie-burning, heart
pumping, body shaking moves meant to
engage and captivate for life!   Dynamic,
exciting and most of all FUN!
Linda Snow, Callander resident, has
recently started to take Zumba classes in
Aberfoyle and Callander. “I wanted to
exercise and have fun at the same time and
Zumba seemed ideal. I have so far
attended two Instructor Workshops myself
so I could teach Zumba and I must say I am
hooked! The great thing about Zumba is
that you don’t feel like you are exercising –
it’s so much fun!”
If you are interested in giving Zumba a go,
classes take place at the Aberfoyle
Memorial Hall on Thursdays from 6-7pm
and Mondays in Callander at the Kirk Hall
from 7-8pm and 8-9pm. Class cost is £4.
Ditch the Workout. Join the Party!.
Call Linda Snow on 07775990649 for more
information. lindadujon@hotmail.com

Discussion meeting & ‘Scottish Wine’ tasting
Wednesday 21 April at 7.30pm
Deli Ecosse, Callander
Find out about our plans for the summer months (photography,
BBQ, supporting community events...).  We’ll finish the evening
with a short tasting of Scottish wines, organised by Deli Ecosse.

Fly Fishing at Loch Venachar
Wednesday 19 May at 7pm
Venachar Harbour Café
We meet at Loch Venachar for a fly-casting
demonstration and the chance to try out
casting ourselves.  After that we’ll visit The
Harbour Café.  See more about this location
on www.venachar-lochside.co.uk.
Come along and meet other women who
live or work in and around the Trossachs.
For more information and monthly meeting details see
www.witt.org.uk, phone 01877 387200 or e-mail
admin@witt.org.uk.  All welcome.

Women in the Trossachs

The Forth & Endrick Pool Singles Competition was held on
Sunday 7 March 2010 at Drymen Pottery. Mike Clayton (picture)
from The Forth Inn Aberfoyle beat 33 other participants to become
champion.  Mike said he would like to thank everyone from
Aberfoyle for their support and Drymen Pottery for a great day.

main street
aberfoyleguyana

unique range of arts
and crafts from
throughout the world.

extensive plant
area for all your
gardening needs.

plants,  art  and  crafts

open seven days
10 am to 6 pm

tel. 01877 382 308
enquiries@guyana.ltd.uk

www.guyana.ltd.uk
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National Park News
By Owen McKee

Renewables , renewables, renewables. It is
still the big theme and one which
evokes some intense reactions. Needless to
say that, since the Scottish Government has
some very challenging targets to meet, they
have impressed upon the country's
Planning Authorities the need to take that
fact into account when preparing the Local
Development Plans. And the National Park
Authority as a responsible Planning
Authority has done just that. The necessary
policies were introduced into our draft plan
but, because there are extra sensitivities in
a National Park, we had to prepare some
Supplementary Planning Guidance and, as
part of that guidance, it was necessary to
prepare maps for guidance as to where it
would be technically feasible to site wind,
hydro or biomass generation. All hell bursts
loose. It is human nature to glance at the
pictures first and some people jumped to the
conclusion that the Park was going to
become one big wind farm punctuated with
Hydro and Biomass schemes. How could
you allow such devastation of the
environment in a National Park? The Park
Authority couldn't. Nor would it. A little light
reading of the Plan Policies and the
Guidance would soon indicate that the siting
of any proposed scheme whether for wind,

hydro or biomass will have to be such as to
ensure there are no detrimental effects on
the landscape. Furthermore cabling to
connect to the national grid will have to be
undergrounded and any infrastructure or
maintenance tracks supporting the scheme
will be subject to stringent conditions.
Cumulative effects of schemes will also be
taken into account not only  for visual
impact but also for possible effects on wild
life.
To date hydro schemes show the most
promise for success  in that by their nature
mitigation of their visual impact is more likely
and indeed there have been a number of
successful applications already. However
they can prove problematic for migratory
fish and special care has to be taken of the
cumulative effect of such schemes.
Since the Park has large tracts of forest it is
likely that there will be applications for
biomass schemes and  pre-application
discussions are taking place for one such in
Breadalbane.
There is a challenge but I am sure that the
Park Authority will be up to the task.
As doubtless you will have seen in the
National Press our convener, Mike Cantley,
has been appointed as Chair of
VisitScotland. He takes up that post on the

first of April but he will remain with the Park
Authority until our new Board is in place. Yes
it is all happening this year. The Park Board
by the first of October will be reduced to 17.
The first event is the election of the 5 Local
Members. The election will be run by Stirling
Council whose Chief Executive will be the
Reporting Officer. Nomination papers will be
available on 5th May and the election count
will take place on 1st July at National Park
HQ Balloch. It will be a postal ballot and only
those on the electoral role on 10th March
will be able to vote.
The four Local Authorities in the Park have
been asked to submit their nominations to
the minister. Stirling Council will be
nominating 2. Argyll and Bute 2, West
Dumbartonshire 1 and like Perth and
Kinross 1.   The closing date for the 6
ministerial appointments has passed and
interviews are scheduled for May with the
successful candidates taking up their posts
on 1st October.

As always I can be contacted as follows:
Post    : Taigh Na Bhuth,
             Lochearnhead.
Phone    01567 830214
owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk

Community projects across Loch
Lomond & The Trossachs have
received a helping hand this week
by receiving funding from the
National Park Community Futures
Grant Scheme. Aimed at helping
communities deliver their Action
Plans, £35K has been awarded to a
number of organisations to help
fund running costs and deliver
community based projects.
Successful community projects
include:
� Design plans for a natural

playscape in Gartmore
� Benches and planting in Balloch
� Interpretation panels for Drymen

Square
� Lochgoil Arboretum Playpark
� Kilmoronock Community Playpark

entrance upgrade
� Benches, planters and

noticeboards for the Strathard
area
� Displays at Strachur Bay and

Heron Park.
Speaking about the Community
Grants, Fiona Logan, Chief
Executive, Loch Lomond & The
Trossachs National Park said:
“Rural Development is key to
sustaining our communities in the
National Park. Community Trusts,
their Action Groups and Community
Councils all exist to make things
happen to improve the quality of life

in their communities. I’m always
impressed by the pride, passion
and dedication to many of the
community groups who give up
their free time to make a real
difference to their towns and
villages. I would like to congratulate
the successful projects and look
forward to visiting the end results.”
David Fiddes, Signage Group Chair
from Strachur and District
Community Council welcomed the
grant:
 “In the past, it has always been a
nightmare for visitors, couriers and
the emergency services to find their
way around Strachur. Our
Community Futures Action Plan
had an objective to resolve this
problem by having two strategically
placed ‘You are Here’ display
boards to identify the set of
townships with signs at individual
sites. We are delighted that the
Community Grant Scheme is
funding the display boards which
has given the programme a great
kick start.”
For more information about the
Community Futures Grant Scheme
visit
www.lochlomond-trossachs.org or
contact Hannah Dinneen on
01389 722600 or email
Hannah.dinneen@lochlomond-
trossachs.org

Communities Celebrate National Park Funding Mike Cantlay to Chair VisitScotland
Speaking about his new appointment Mike said:

“Selling Scotland and developing Scottish tourism has dominated my working
career. As such chairing VisitScotland will be an enormous privilege. Post
recession, Scottish tourism faces a new, challenging environment. It will be my
objective to lead VisitScotland, our partners and the industry to seize the ‘step
change’ opportunities that will drive our industry forward toward our ambitious
targets.
Mike is currently Convener of the Park Authority and has been on the Board
since July 2002 when the National Park was first designated. The new
appointment starts on April 1 2010 for a period of three years.  Mike will remain
as Convener until after the new National Park Board is in place later this year.

Upholstery and Carpet Cleaner Services
throughout Aberfoyle and the Trossachs

01877 382 530

Special cleaning techniques
Commercial & domestic cleaning
Spray extraction and spray cleaning are
the most effective ways of carrying out
upholstery and carpet cleaner services.
This specialist style of cleaning consists of
spraying a cleaning agent into the carpet or upholstery
which is then instantly extracted again leaving it clean.

Trossachs Carpet Cleaning

Special and contract cleaning
Spray extraction & upholstering cleaning

For more information on the services we have
 to offer please contact us now on
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of the Trossachs
Taste

South Car Park, LOCH LUBNAIG
2½ miles north of Callander on the A84

� Extensive Menu
� Lots of Scottish Produce

New Catering Trailer

Open 7 Days a Week
from 2nd April, Good Friday

Look forward to
seeing you there!

new

In a bid to save some of the most scenic and well known beauty spots
in Scotland, Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park Authority
today (8 February) launched a twelve week public consultation to
seek the public’s views on proposed new byelaws that would help
local communities, the National Park Authority, its Rangers and the
Police to tackle the impacts of irresponsible informal camping and
excessive use along the shores of East Loch Lomond. Under the
byelaws it will be an offence for any person outside designated sites
to pitch a tent or set up any form of shelter including sleeping
overnight in a vehicle in the restricted zone.
The restricted zone would cover 14 square kilometres and includes
the popular sites of Rowardennan, Sallochy Bay, Milarrochy and
Balmaha. The proposed byelaws will help bring sites like Sallochy
Bay and Rowardennan back
to being family friendly and
great places for everyone to
enjoy.
Fiona Logan Chief Executive
for Loch Lomond & The
National Park, explained the
reasoning behind the
consultation:

“This is undoubtedly some of
the most beautiful scenery in
Scotland and some of the
most well known.   We have
amazing views along the
banks of Loch Lomond but
unfortunately, if you take a
closer look on a busy
summer weekend, you’ll find
the remains of tents, burnt
down trees, abandoned
campfires and countless
bags of rubbish. The huge
popularity and sheer
numbers of people are slowly degrading Loch Lomondside and we
have to propose innovative ways to try and save the landscape
around us. Most of the issues we face are related to informal camping
and we have to look at taking action before the environment so many
people enjoy is destroyed forever.
The incidents on the east side of the Loch that include drunkenness,
vandalism and criminal damage, have meant that the local
communities, the NPA and its partners are looking at some innovative
measures to deal with issues to try and protect the environment and
allow people to have a more enjoyable visit. Our role is to support our
communities and to ensure that everyone coming to the National Park
has a great experience of this precious place.”
The National Park has already introduced measures to address some
of the visitor pressures including Operation Ironworks, an award

winning initiative from Central
Scotland Police, the Park Authority
and Forestry Commission
Scotland. Fiona added:

“Ironworks has been a fantastic
success and has seen our
Rangers working with Central
Scotland Police to carry out joint
patrols across the National Park.
We appointed a National Park
Police Officer to ensure effective
joint working across the Park
between our communities, the
Police and our Rangers. In a UK
first, some of our Rangers became
employee supported Special
Constables.
We now need to look at
preventative measures as well as
enforcement and this is why we
have launched the camping
byelaws consultation.”
Kevin Lilburn, Director of the
Buchanan Community Partnership
and local resident, gave his
support to the consultation: “The
local community fully supports the
introduction of the new byelaws.
After many years of locals having
to deal with the challenging issues
associated with informal camping,
we are delighted that the National
Park is taking positive action to
improve the management of
visitors to this iconic and beautiful
area.”
The National Park Authority has
been working closely with
Buchanan Community Partnership,
Forestry Commission Scotland,
Central Scotland Police and Stirling Council as part of the East Loch
Lomond Visitor Management Group. The camping byelaws are part
of a range of measures being taken in the area to enhance the visitor
experience and make it a better place for residents to live.
Existing commercial caravan and camping sites including Cashel
Caravan Park and Campsite and Milarrochy Camping and
Caravanning Club will continue to operate as before within the byelaw
boundaries.
The consultation is open from 8 February to 3 May 2010. To have your
say visit the National Park website www.lochlomond-trossachs.org

Camping Byelaws to Protect Bonny Banks

Tel. 01877 382587
Mob. 07710 800067
bertcomrie@btinternet.com
www.crescentcabs.com

Proprietor: Bert Comrie

Wheelchair Access

Distance No Object

24 hour Reliable Service

rescent abs
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Mitsubishi Shogun LWB 7 Seater Equippe Auto, 1 owner,
FSH, 104,000 Miles

£9,850

Renault Megane 106 DCi Exp Coupe (09/09) In Black,
52,000 Miles

£12,250

Fiat Doblo Wheelchair Access JTD (08/08) with A/C,
Alloys, 22,000 Miles

£8,950

V/W Touareg 2.5 TDi Auto (04/04) In Silver, 75,000 Miles,
Silver/Black Leather, Electric Seats, FSH

£10,750

V/W Passat 1.9 TDi Bluemotion (08/58) in Silver 14,000
Miles

£13,995

Toyota Hi-Lux 2.5 D4D HL2 Double Cab (06/56) In
Red, 48,000 Miles

£8750+VAT

Vauxhall Corsa 1.3 CDTi Van (06/06) 31,000 Miles in
White

£3,250+VAT

VEHICLES FOR SALE

IF YOUR CAR OR VAN NEEDS A SERVICE OR MOT PLEASE
PHONE KENI OR SHEENA ON 01786 850500

WE PROVIDE AN UPLIFT AND DROP OFF SERVICE

Janefield, Ruskie, Stirlingshire FK8 3LG
Tel: 01786 850500

Mob: 07977 133503  Fax: 01786 850555
Email: directvehicleopt@aol.com  www.directvehicleoptions.co.uk

We are Open: Mon-Sat 8:00-20:00 Sun by Appointment

*Images for illustration purposes only.
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Two local lads left a freezing
Aberfoyle in January to spend three
weeks in a tent in South America
raising funds for the Anthony Nolan
Trust who help children with
leukaemia.
Ian Lawson, member of the
Mountain Rescue Team and Peter
Sunderland from Gartmore House
joined 11 others on a fund raising
challenge to trek on the highest
mountain in the world outside the
Himalayas.
As a group they raised over £75,000
to help the Charity. The Charity
provides vital support for children
and families affected by leukaemia.
Many from the Aberfoyle area contributed to
this impressive amount of money that the
challenge raised. That was only half of the
challenge; the other half was to persuade your
body to walk up a hill which was sometimes a
nightmare.
The routes on the hill were not particularly
difficult; the problem comes because the body
does not like getting less oxygen that it is used
to. As the two got higher the problem gets
worse. It’s a strange experience where you
think you could run you can barely crawl, for
some reason sleep doesn’t come just as
easily and to make matters worse the odd
headache is thrown in. But the body is an
amazing machine and with a bit of care we
started getting used to our new environment
and living on less oxygen.
Once the body got used to that hassle it then
had to face up to other challenges like
sleeping at minus 20 degrees (Aberfoyle all of
a sudden seemed warm), living in a tent,
hiding from lightning storms, living on packet
and tinned food and going to the loo using
strange facilities. Aconcagua is a National

Park and to protect its beauty the authorities
insist that all body waste of a solid nature
produced on the hill is taken off the hill, which
they check at the exit! If they don’t think
there’s enough there you get fined up to $500.
The other big challenge at other altitude is
making sure the sun doesn’t burn you so
factor 50 was regularly plastered on.
But it was a fantastic experience seeing no
cars for three weeks, getting no emails, phone
calls, junk mail and viewing some amazing
sunsets was incredible. While it was summer
on the hill the lower slopes were very barren
and the upper covered with snow. We were
fortunate with relatively good weather; while it
was windy at times reducing the effective
temperature to minus 40 we were still very
lucky.
As a group our success was two-fold. Firstly
we all survived and better still got on
amazingly well. Altitude can and does kill. But
the biggest success was the impact that the
funds raised will have on those, who as a
result of the disease will never be able to go
anywhere near such a hill.

Aconcagua

From the Southern .Appalachians ...to
GARTMORE VILLAGE HALL

Saturday 27th March
Doors Open 7.30pm

Tickets (£12.50) from Gartmore Village Shop
Or 01877 382782 or by email:

gartmoregigs@gmail.com
"Rock solid sexy o1d time
vaudville hill-billy groove"

The Gartmore Hall Development Group

23 May 2010
SXC Round 3
Aberfoyle
Event Description
After the mud & root fest of 2009,
Aberfoyle moves to a (fingers
crossed) drier time of year. The
technical nature of this track makes
it a big favourite, and with a bit less
mud will be more friendly to
beginners as well.
Times
Registration from 9am
Practice 9am - 10.30am
Race 1:  11am - Juvenile, Youth,
Junior, Grand Vet, Super Vet, All
Women, Beginner & Open
Race 2:  1pm - Primary Schools
Practice 1pm - 1.30pm
Race 3:   2pm - Elite/Expert,
Veteran, Master, Sport
Contact Information
Local Organiser: Squadra Porcini
All Queries:  info@sxc.org.uk
Booking Information: Enter online
at www.entrycentral.com
Entry on the day is also available

SXC Cross Country
Mountain Biking
Race Series

tel: 01877 387 202
mobile: 07890 331702
drew@forthvale.co.uk

CONTRACTORS

We have been delighted with the
response to our ‘Sponsor an Issue’
initiative, not only because the
newsletter looks so much better in
colour but also by the willingness
shown by local businesses to
support us.   To print in colour we
have to raise an extra £150 per
issue and already we have four
sponsors signed up for the
forthcoming issues this year.  Only
one issue remains without
sponsorship so get your skates on
if you wish to book it.
If interested contact Marion 386 222
or Margaret 386 258, or any one of
the committee.  (see contact details)

Sponsor an issue of
the Strathard News
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A View from the Lodge!
Contributions welcome. Contact David Wilkie on 01877 382258 or email clubs@strathardnews.com

Courtesy of John McKinlay

A Trip to the Seaside Glorious Glenmore
In what is fast becoming a
tradition prior to the season
opening, the Lodge staff are
let out for the day on a team
building exercise by way of
visiting a selected tourist
attraction outwith the district.
The premise being to gain an
understanding of how other
centres operate and to
hopefully gain new ideas
which can be utilised to
improve the events structure
and the quality of service
offered at the DML. In light of
this, the chosen site will
normally have a higher ‘star’
rating than the Lodge. This
time round, it was to be the
Seabird Centre in North
Berwick.
On a dry, but blustery morning,
we arrived in the town with a
slight sensation of confusion,
as the car park was some
distance from the centre. The
reason for this would
eventually prove to be justified,
as the area surrounding the
building was severely
restricted to vehicles, most
especially as a lifeboat station
was situated within a short
distance.
As we settled into the day, it
soon became clear that the

conception of the Seabird
Centre is based primarily on
the natural wonders which are
available close at hand on the
offshore islands. That the
Centre has learned to
embrace and enhance this ‘gift’
in such a spectacular fashion
despite the uncertainty of
detrimental weather conditions
is to their eternal credit
Although there are many
similarities to the Lodge to be
found in an experience such
as this in observing general
business practise, knowledge
comes through comparing the
creativity employed in terms of
utilisation of space and design
and interpretation layout, and
there is no denying we were
given plenty to think about in
this respect. .
Whilst the extensive array of
interactive displays and live
visual links to the nesting sites
were undeniably the Centre’s
most redeeming and popular
features, an obvious
conclusion to be drawn from
its differential success was the
availability of funding from a
sizeable admission fee and
healthy local sponsorship
support.

On the 22nd of February, the team extended their pre-season
‘mini-tour’ of Scotland by travelling to Glenmore Forest Park Visitor
Centre, near Aviemore. The underling purpose being to gain an
insight into their modernised bar-coding pricing system which will
be introduced at the Lodge this season.
The journey was long and tiring, not least of all for Anne, who
undertook all the driving. As if to counter-balance this, we were
treated along the way to some truly wonderful landscapes. In fact,
if I were to use the word ‘magical’ it would almost appear an
injustice. Whilst we were indeed fortunate to encounter a clear
passage on the notorious A9, the glorious sunshine enabled us to
behold many memorable images as it carved and shaped shadows
on the higher snow-covered slopes bordering Glen Feshie and
Glen Tromie.
The Glenmore Visitor Centre itself lies in a stunning location within
the Cairngorms National Park, and I would thoroughly recommend
a visit, with the wealth of activities and facilities on offer, not to
mention a mouth watering café menu and friendly staff. It all adds
up to a great day out

RANGERS CORNER
There is surely no other obvious reason
Than to visit the Lodge in its anniversary season
The old building is fifty years young this year
Which is the perfect excuse to offer cheer
With it’s illustrious history and beauteous face
There is no denying it’s special place
And wether it’s tranquillity or adventure you have in mind
The Lodge offers both in abundance, and more in kind
Awarding the opportunity to revel in the breathtaking views
Or to simply pick a quiet spot to read the daily news
There are also plenty of chances for children to have fun
Through our events calendar, which is second to none
For ramblers there is many a choice, if they wish to take a hike
And the same applies to those who own a bike
For me, the Lodge appears at times to take the form of a Harlequin
Able to change shape at the slightest whim
Able to submit to anything ‘arty’
Able to pamper to the largest party
Able to lay out a red carpet if this is your ‘thing’
And give you a platform if you wish to sing
At once a classroom, a playground, or a place where you can fly through the air
You would also do well to bring an appetite for the fantastic café fayre
The David Marshall Lodge can be anything you want it to be.
Pay us a visit, and you will see…..For yourself.

It was with great sadness that we learned in
February of the impending departure of John
Coakes, manager of the Bluebell Café, who is
moving on to pastures new. John has taken up
a new post with Debenhams, and his decision is
based heavily on the fact that it will allow him to
spend more time with his young family.
In his time at the Lodge, John showed a level of
commitment that put many to shame - always
accommodating, always available. More so, he
often displayed a razor edge sense of humour
in conversation, which endeared him to the staff
no end. An admirable trait, considering the
particular pressures a catering environment can
bring from time to time. All of our best wishes go
to him.
John, third from the left in the photo, alongside
Jacob, Arvis, Alistair, Euan and Liam, some of
the hard working backroom staff, is ‘survived’ by
Alistair Grant from Dunblane and Tracy Betts,
who lives in Gartmore. They will take on dual
management roles in the coming season as the
Bluebell Café seek to further establish
themselves in the hearts and minds of the visitors.

Bluebell Blues
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DML Photo Gallery

Could this be the face (or 'lack' of it!) of the FC in the future?
Corporate Clothing Day on 3rd of March.

That old charmer Charlie never misses a chance to
put his arm around a woman. At the Seabird Centre.

Anne and Margaret outside the  entrance of Glenmore Visitor Centre. I have included a picture of my dog Heather this month
just because I like her so much. Taken in Millport.

DML Notice Board
Unfortunately, at time of writing, our extensive events calendar

for 2010 is still being finalised. I am, however, delighted to

report preparations for our impending curtain-raiser of the

season - Easter Weekend - are at an advanced stage.

As always at this time of the year, the Lodge is particularly

proud to present a 'production' based on traditional themes.

Alongside the children's craft activities, face-painting and

Bunny Hunt adventure trail quiz, which will be available from

11am - 4pm throughout, there is also the opportunity to take

part in the awe-inspiring spectacle of the duck races at the

waterfall on the Sunday. I would strongly advise booking early

for these races to avoid disappointment. Starting times are

12am, 1pm and 2pm.

The public will be able to try their luck at bird-box building with

the National Park Rangers, or wood turning with The Green

Woodworkers who will be travelling through from Argyll to

showcase their skills on the grounds. Both of these events are

on the Sunday only.

On Sunday 18th of April, we welcome back Heelster Gowdie for

their first concert of the year. The band will be appearing on the

third Sunday of each month until September and I can assure

you there is no finer way to spend an afternoon than in their

company. The concert begins at 2.30pm and is free, though

donations to the groups chosen charity would be very welcome.
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St Mary’s Episcopal Church

St Mary’s is poised to celebrate its
reopening following renovation.
The building was consecrated in 1893
having been designed by the architect
James Miller. He was born in 1860 at
Auchtergaven Perthshire. He trained
initially at the offices of a local architect
Andrew Heiton, before moving for further
experience to Edinburgh. In 1888 he
became staff architect for the Caledonian
Railway Company. This will explain how
Miller became connected with Aberfoyle,
for it was during this period the
Strathendrick and Aberfoyle Railway
Company first extended the Blane Valley
line to Buchlyvie, before proceeding
further with a branch line to the village.
Miller was involved with the extension.
Shortly after though, Miller established
himself on his own account in Glasgow. St
Mary’s Church and the handsome houses
in Craiguchty Terrace were probably
some of the earliest commissions of the
new practice.
1907 was no doubt a hectic year for Miller.
He was awarded a commission to rebuild
Glasgow’s Royal Infirmary. He took care
to design the block nearest to the
Cathedral, the Jubilee, so as not to
overwhelm the nearby place of worship.
In that same year he turned his hand to
designing the palatial interior of the RMS
Lucitania. The ship was to become
infamous for being sunk by a torpedo in
the Atlantic in 1915. The incident was
instrumental in prompting the United
States to join the conflict thereby assisting
the allied cause.
It was though Miller’s design for a vast
golfing and seaside hotel at Turnberry in
Ayrshire for the Glasgow and South
Western Railway Company that attracted
in 1913 the attention of a young and
extremely wealthy cavalry officer and M.P
Euan Wallace and his new wife Idina.
Wallace had recently inherited Old
Kildonan, near Barrhill in south Ayrshire.
This was a picturesque eighteenth century
Manor House set amid rhododendron and
manicured lawn. No matter; the young
couple ordered the site to be razed, and
Miller to build them a new house.
The construction of the new Kildonan
house throws an interesting light on life for
those with ample resources living in the
twilight of the Edwardian era. Wallace
already owned a town house in London,
and thus the new Kildonan was to be a
weekend retreat for the couple and a wide
circle of friends.  In practice however, its
situation proved a little impractical. A
journey from London at the time required
an overnight sleeper train to Glasgow and
then a couple of hours drive by horse-
drawn carriage or car into what was then
regarded by most guests as akin to the
wilderness.  As the house was too far
away for a Saturday to Monday visit, most
guests were invited to stay at least a week.
Wallace took pains to fill the many empty
hours weighing on guests, at least so far
as the menfolk were concerned.
Pheasant and fox in winter, and grouse

and salmon and trout during
the summer were ever in
abundant supply.  When
these delights palled, the
beaches and golf course at
Turnberry were an easy drive
away.
Miller completed his plans shortly before
the outbreak of war, the new house
having five wings, incorporating sixty-five
main rooms.  In addition, on the ground
floor was a warren of larders and kitchens,
servant’s rooms, laundry rooms, butler’s
rooms and even a room in which to
arrange flowers. In anticipation of rain
keeping guests inside, which apparently it
often did, there was incorporated on that
floor an oversize squash court, a billiard
room, a smoking room, and a baronial hall
complete with minstrel’s gallery.
There were no less then five staircases
leading to the first floor. Here there were
eight guest bedrooms, half of which were
provided with dressing rooms in which a
husband might sleep apart from his
spouse. These were served by a row of
bathrooms that provided guests with
ample excuse for traversing the many
passageways in the house after lights out.
The house was designed to cater for
every conceivable comfort a guest might
require.
The second floor was necessarily
utilitarian. It housed dozens of nurseries
and the staff quarters. In that era, each
guest would be accompanied by an army
of maids, butlers, valets, drivers, nursery
maids for the children, and loaders for the
shotguns. All these too had to be
accommodated, but needless to say out
of sight of those enjoying occupation of
the first floor.
When the house was completed the roofs
were covered with soft brown slate from
Caithness and the walls with a creamy-
yellow Northumbrian stone. The cost was
a mere £70,000 or two shillings and
sixpence per cube foot. This sum might
sound modest by today’s standards, but
was a king’s ransom in the year of the
outbreak of the First War.
Euan Wallace went to fight in the war and
was fortunate to survive it, unlike many of
his friends who were to perish at the
Western Front before they could be invited
to the new house. Nor did Captain
Wallace’s marriage survive the conflict.
When the house came to be completed in
the early 1920’s, it was his second wife,
Barbie, who acted as hostess of New
Kildonan. She was a daughter of a better
known architect of that era Sir Edward
Lutyens.
Miller was to round off his professional life
designing massive mercantile offices in St
Vincent and Renfield Streets Glasgow,
and a municipal building in Troon. He
settled latterly at Randolphfield in Stirling.
His house possibly occupied the site on
which the Central Police Station is now
built. James Miller died in 1947, his ashes
being laid in the Kirk of the Holy Rude
Stirling.

St Mary’s Architect: James Miller Aberfoyle and Port of Menteith
Parish Church

From the Manse

‘Women should remain silent … if their
questions could legitimately be answered by
their husbands at home’.   That is the view of,
and the  marriage counsel offered by, a minister
in the south of England.  ‘Women should submit
to their husbands in everything’, he adds.  I
don’t know whether to laugh or cry.  Dozens of
his female parishioners knew what to do,
however.  They cancelled their direct debits to
the church.  So who will now run the creche, the
Sunday School, the coffee mornings, the
fundraising; see to the flowers, the cleaning, the
coffee after the service, as well as attend the
services?
Then his curate joined the debate.  He too is
concerned at the high rate of marital breakdown.
Well, we all are.  However, he blames it on the
behaviour of modern women.  The two
ministers argue that for marriage to work wives
should submit to their husbands ‘because the
husband is the head of the family as Christ is
the head of the Church.’
Now I am not an expert on marital success
(oops, typed ’martial’ by mistake there), but I do
think that a good marriage is like the Trinity.
There you have the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit joined equally in a dynamic
relationship but with their own separate lives
and identities  within it.  In a happy marriage,
there is the husband, the wife, and the marriage
itself joined equally in a dynamic relationship
but with their own separate lives and identities
within it.  When couples marry, husband and
wife both submit to each other.  I rather like the
idea of the battle of the sexes ending in mutual
defeat.
This edition of Strathard News will be out in time
for Easter. Just think, it was women who were
the first to spread the good news of Easter.
It was women who rushed breathlessly to the
disciples and passed on the news ‘He is alive’.
Just think if the women had kept silent.
Happy Easter,
Linda

The Sandy Stewart Memorial
Committee for Cancer Research

ANNUAL
PLANT SALE & COFFEE MORNING

PORT OF MENTEITH VILLAGE HALL
SATURDAY, 15th  MAY, 2010

10.00am – 1.00pm
ADMISSION £1 (includes coffee/tea)

There will be a large variety of plants for sale
and also a Sales Table.  Contributions to plant
and sales tables will be much appreciated and
can be handed on Friday 14th May 3-4pm or
9-9.30am on the day of the sale.  A garden
hamper and food hampers will be raffled.

Inquiries to Isobel McGuire
01877 385253
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Aberfoyle’s reputation as a green tourism hub is
growing – thanks to David Marshall Lodge
recently being awarded a silver ‘Green Business
Tourism’ Award.
The Green Tourism Business Scheme - the only
certification scheme validated by Visit Britain -
offers tourism firms environmental advice and
auditing that helps them to conserve resources,
reduce waste and boost sustainable tourism.
Stuart Chalmers, for the Commission in Aberfoyle, said:

“This award is great news for us and we are all very pleased that
our efforts to make David Marshall Lodge a ‘green business’
have been recognised.  We met the challenge of tougher criteria
to win the silver award and we’re already looking at
implementing some of the assessor’s recommendations.”
As well as structural issues – such as improving double glazing,
roof insulation and electricity metering – the report suggests
developing a site–specific green policy and a responsible
visitors' charter as well as establishing and signing recycling
facilities.
Other actions that can be implemented more quickly include -
ensuring all light bulbs are low energy options, installing
savaflush bags in cisterns and sourcing recycled toilet paper.
Stuart added: “Our overall grading showed that we were not far
off winning a gold award – so who knows….maybe next year!”

Silver tourism award for David Marshall Lodge

For straight-talking-honest-to-goodness
advice you can count on.
Q: I’m at a loss and hope you can help.  I used to visit a petrol
station near to where I live because the fuel was cheaper.  Also,
the girl behind the counter was lovely.  We used to talk away and
I hoped to ask her out, but before I could pluck up courage, she
had moved on, to where I don’t know.  I’m still upset about my
missed chance, so much so that every time I pass the petrol
station I fill up.
A: Lucky you!  The price of petrol nowadays is so ridiculous that if
you have a garage selling fuel at a reasonable price, then you are
quite right to stick with it!

Q: My recent girlfriend persuaded me to have my name tattooed
on my forearm.  Trouble is I never give a girl my real name, I tell
them I’m called Rick, but I quite liked this girl  & decided to go
ahead with it.   But when I got back from the tattoo parlour I found
my name had been misspelt and the word ‘Dick’ was tattooed.
Should I sue?

A: You’re obviously a lady’s man, or like to think you are.  Quite
frankly, I think you are in deep poo, if you’ll excuse the vulgarity.
You are cheating on the girl, or girls, and if you go back to the tattoo
parlour I can imagine the raised eyebrows when you point out the
mistake.  They might ask, who is ‘Rick’.  Is he a friend of yours?  In
that light, ‘Dick’ seems somehow appropriate.  You could say that
your jacket is on a slack nail.

If you have a problem that you would like Aunt Aggie to advise you
on please email auntaggie@strathardnews.com, but be prepared
for her unconventional off-the-wall outlook on life.  At your own risk!

Strathard Community Trust
After a successful AGM in late 2009, the Trust is now moving
forward on a range of projects, with the two biggest being:

  Phase 2 of the Playpark to create a hard-standing sports area.
� Looking into the feasibility of a heritage centre for the railway

and slate quarry history of Aberfoyle.
We were recently successful jointly with the Community Council
in obtaining grant support from the National Park, which has
enabled us to move forward with adequate funding in place to
start our investigations.  For information about joining the Trust
or helping with local projects please contact our chairman Ian
Marshall, phone 387200 or e-mail ct@strathard.org.uk.

Taxi tariff changes
A special meeting of the Regulatory Functions Panel on
Wednesday 3 March approved an amendment to taxi fare
tariffs in the Stirling Council area.
Councillors agreed to revert the free waiting time back to 3
minutes, (as it had been prior to January 2010), and to reduce
the tariff after the free waiting time to 20 pence per minute.
Following consultation and agreement between Stirling
Council and the Stirling Taxi Association, the Regulatory
Functions Panel on 1 October 2009 approved revised Taxi
Fare Tariffs, which became effective from January 2010.
Due to practical issues with the calibration and operation of the
taxi meters, this change has resulted in a higher overall taxi
fare to customers than was intended. Detailed advice has been
sought from taxi meter providers and an appropriate solution
reached in agreement  with the Stirling Taxi Association.
To prevent customers being charged more than had been
intended, the waiting time element is to revert back to 3
minutes free of charge and the tariff thereafter
reduced from 60 pence per minute to 20 pence
per minute.   This is comparable to taxi waiting
times and tariffs used in other local authority areas.
This amendment will be publicly advertised prior
to implementation, in accordance with legislation.
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Hello!
Hope you are well and enjoying
the murmurings of spring!
Just to let you know we have just
opened a new ChillOut
handcraft/ gift shop and holistic
therapy room in the main street
in Aberfoyle.
We have expanded our range of
handcrafts and gifts with  lots of
bright colourful stuff, so now our
wee shop(s!) are open in
Aberfoyle and at the David
Marshall Lodge.
At our new   shop in the Main
Street is a cosy and comfortable
therapy room, where different
therapists  offer a good range of
holistic therapies, such as
Clinical Hypnotherapy, NLP and
Stress Management ,
Aromatherapy, Therapeutic
Massage, Reflexology, Indian
Head Massage, Yoga Therapy,
Hopi Ear Candles, Reiki…
On the beauty therapy side Marie
is doing facials, nails, waxing,
massage and  make-up. Also
Nikki Mackay of the Witchikers
Guide is doing Family
Constellation & Ancestral Pattern
Session and Ancestral Tarot &
Mediumship Reading.
It would be great if you could pop
in and see us sometime, and
there is also more info on
www.chilloutscotland.com.
Enjoy the sunshine!

SIGHTINGS WANTED

Please email your sightings (with date, grid reference, habitat, number of
plants/animals seen and any other useful information) to
jane.jones@forestry.gsi.gov.uk Many thanks!!!

Smooth Newt
Up to 11cm long.  Brown back.
Pale orange belly with black spots.
Males with a small crest when breeding.

Palmate Newt
Up to 9cm long.
Brown back.
Pale orange belly with black
spots but no spots on the throat.
Males with a tail filament and
webbed feet when breeding.

Common Toad
No distinctive markings, warty skin.
Crawls rather than hops.
Spawn produced in long strands

Name: Class Amphibia
Alias: Amphibians (common frog, common toad and
the smooth, palmate and great crested newt).
Characteristics: Vertebrates that spend part of their
lives under water (breathing with gills) and the
remainder on land (breathing with lungs).
Last seen: In puddles, ponds, ditches, burns, and
sitting in the middle of the road.
Known associates: There are two other rare native
amphibians found in the UK, the Pool Frog (Pelophylax
lessonae) and the Natterjack Toad (Epidalea calamita)
but they are unlikely to be seen in the CTFD.

Common Frog
Dark ‘mask’ on face, smooth skin.
Hops to move about.
Spawn produced in large masses.

Great crested Newt
Up to 16cm long.
Black back with white-tipped warts. Bright orange belly with large black spots.
Males with a jagged crest and white tail flash.

Alias: Bats (pipistrelle, Daubenton’s, Natterer’s,
noctule etc. etc.)
Characteristics: Bats are the only true flying
mammals. In the UK there are 17 different species
(almost a quarter of all our mammals!) The smallest
are just a few cm long and the largest are slightly
smaller than an adult hand. They use the echoes
from their high pitched “shouts” to navigate and to
detect prey. The have a fluttering almost moth like
flight.
Last seen: hunting for insects on warm(ish)
evenings. (Currently emerging from their hibernation
sites).
Known associates: Insects - all bats have huge
appetites (pipistrelle bats have been known to eat up
to 3000 insects in a night!) They roost and hibernate
in buildings, hollow trees, under bridges and in caves.

Pipistrelle Bat
Although a Pipistrelle Bat is illustrated, it is
impossible for the layman to identify the species,
so we are just interested in any sightings of bats, which you see.

Forestry Commission Scotland
Cowal & Trossachs Forest District
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24 hr emergency callouts
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Tall Tales from the Trossachs By W.T.P.

Speaking to Wullie in the pub the other night, he was pontificating
on this and that, as you do on a Friday night, leaning on the bar,
his bonnet well back on his head and a glass of wine in his hand.
(Wullie use to drink pints as a matter of course but ever since his
holiday in Jersey, he’s gone all continental).  To each his own, says
I, but he does love a glass of red - and as big a glass as he can get.
Saves time going back for refills, says he.
We got to talking about dogs and Wullie
remarked on how they can break the ice with
strangers, how you can take your dog for a
walk in the woods around Aberfoyle and
people will chat away to you, pat the dog, pass
the time of day;  and if they have a dog too,
then even better.  You get to know people by
their dogs, not by their name but in relation to
their pet.  You meet Fido’s Mum, for example, or Tundra’s Dad and,
except for the occasional snappy dog, even the animals get on well,
sniffing each other’s private parts as they do.  I hadn’t thought on
that, I says to Wullie, not having such a creature myself.  Ah, you
miss a lot there, says he, with the social, whatsit called – aye -
interaction and that.
Then he got all solemn.  But do you know what happens when you
go for a walk in the woods and you don’t have a dog?  A nice quiet
walk, says I? No, he says and he was quite vehement, no, they

ostracise you.  Ignore you.  It even comes to the point that you,
yourself, feel strange walking without any dog.  Other dog owners
gather their dogs to them and scuttle by, ordinary walkers move to
the other side of the trail and even them cyclists, and at this point
Wullie paused to gulp his wine, even them eejits put their heads
down and cycle past like fury, as if I was going to have a go at them,

he added, shaking his head in puzzlement.  They
rush by in silence even when they are coming
from behind, you can’t even hear them!  No bells,
no warning, nothing!  Silent assassins, I call them,
says Wullie.  And what’s with the crash helmets,
anyway?  We never had them when we was
young, did we, eh?  I agreed with him, vigorously,
as he was getting a bit upset.
We only had tammies on and then only when it

was cold, Wullie continued, and we stood on the pedals going
uphill or walked.  Now they have so many gears they can cycle up
the hills sitting down.  But they go at walking speed.  What’s it all
about, says I?  Why all that strenuousity when they could walk
uphill and freewheel down?  Just be careful, though, that you don’t
sidestep
when out walking in the woods or one of them silent assassins will
knock you down, just mark my words.
Wullie sighed and finished his glass.  Aye, says he, I miss my dog.

Farmers in Stirling are
being given the
chance to learn what
birds  are on their
land without spending
a single

penny, courtesy of RSPB Scotland.
The annual bird surveys, which are
organised through an RSPB project
called the Volunteer and Farmer
Alliance (V&FA), help to paint a
clearer picture of what is happening to
some of our struggling farmland
species.
The surveys are undertaken by
trained local RSPB volunteers,
who make three or four early morning
visits between April and July to record
the birds that they see and hear.  The
results are then plotted on a unique
farm 'bird map', showing where birds
of conservation concern have been
recorded.   Additionally, farmers
receive a full report and species list,
and are offered free advice on ways to
manage land to benefit those species.
The surveys can also help land
managers applying for agri-
environment funding under the
Scottish Rural Development
Programme (SRDP), as they can help
guide which options will best benefit
existing farm wildlife.
Strong support saw 2009 end on
a  bright note  with the completion
of  Scotland's 500th farmland bird
survey. 40 farms around Stirling have
now participated, and land managers
are now being urged to sign up early
for the 2010 survey.
Arnold Park, who had a survey  in
2009 on his mixed farm near Hawick,
in the Borders, said:  "With the Rural
Stewardship Scheme coming to an

end,  I  wanted  to retain
important  habitats and  put in new
measures, such as species-rich
grassland, new
hedgerows and plots of wild bird cover.

"There was a lot of pressure to
benchmark the farm for our SRDP
application, and the V&FA survey
helped us  by highlighting  important
birds on the farm  - such as reed
bunting, curlew and lapwing - and how
they will benefit from our application."
Dan Brown, from  RSPB
Scotland,  said: “A variety of farmers
and crofters take part in the project.
Some already have a good idea of the
birds on their land, and are keen to
find out more. For others, the V&FA
is a useful tool for helping guide and
support SRDP applications. Others
are discovering the range of species
that their land supports for the first
time. Either way, the highly skilled
volunteers usually find a few species
that the participants never realised
they had.

“We have a good network of
volunteers in the Stirling region, so
are currently looking for farmers for
the 2010 season.”
The bird survey is free of charge and
there is no obligation to take action
afterwards, but places do book up
quickly.  Please note that sometimes
the annual demand for surveys can
exceed our ability to provide them,
and surveys always depend on
finding a local volunteer.

To register for a survey in 2010, or if
you are interested in volunteering for
the project, please contact RSPB
Scotland on 0141 331 0993, or email
daniel.brown@rspb.org.uk.

Free bird surveys for local Stirling farmers
RSPB Scotland calls for farmers to register early

Allotment Consultation
Stirling Council has agreed to conduct a consultation on
developing and enhancing the allotment provision in the
Council area.
Councillors agreed that there is significant interest in
allotment gardening and the consultation will try and
establish the scale of demand and whether the Council
should be making more land available, and where.
This decision follows on from the petition to the Council in
December 2009.  The Council proposes to conduct a
consultation with Community Councils and other
stakeholders to establish the potential demand and locations
for additional allotment gardens. It was also agreed to look
at a best practice guide for managing them and then report
back the findings to the Council.
Currently Stirling Council has no policy on Allotment sites
although the Council owns the three existing allotment sites
at Bridgehaugh, Bridge of Allan and Dunblane.
Allocating land for further allotment sites will be challenging
for the Council, as funding for any further allotment sites
would require to be established and a suitable site is agreed.
Council agreed that the adoption of an allotment policy offers
opportunities for long-term sustainable development of
identified allotments within the Council area.  The proposals
are in line with the corporate plans and in particular meet the
commitment to ensure that Stirling is a good place to live.
They recognise failure to rationalise and invest in public
open spaces will lead to random degeneration of sites.

IMPORTANT
Information For Advertisers

When you place an advert with the Strathard News we will
continue to run it unless you tell us to stop or replace it.

To place/cancel an advert contact
Ian Marshall on 01877 382211
advertising@strathardnews.com

For design or to alter an advert  contact
Marion Back on 01877 386222
newsdesk@strathardnews.com
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McLaren High School
Junior Ski Course – Civetta, Italy 2010
From the 31 January to the 7 February a group of McLaren pupils from
S1 to S3 went for an exciting ski course to the Italian Dolomites, Civetta.
The journey there was long, but the beautiful, breath-taking scenery
and true Italian culture soon made up for that.  The Hotel we stayed in
was within walking distance of the slopes and covered all of the things
we needed for the week.  The food was good and the rooms were just
the right size to have a good time with your friends.  Spending the week
with your friends can be a challenge (A.K.A sharing showers and
wardrobe space!) but by the end of the week you just wish you could
stay for longer.
The best part of the week is the skiing of course.  The many challenges
people faced will be remembered for years.  That feeling for some
people of skiing on REAL snow for the first time or even just the eye
catching scenery and Italian food would settle the rest.
The weather was very good to us the first 4 days but then we started to
get LOTS of snow.  This lead to blizzards and VERY cold chairlift rides,
but despite this all happening spirits were high and people made the
most of the few days they had left in this amazing resort.
On the slopes we took it in turns to have lessons and to ski with our
teachers in groups.  By the end of the week even the complete
beginners had managed to ski BLACK RUNS. Skiing with teachers was
fun because you could buddy ski and relax and enjoy the amazing
experience and the lessons were equally as good because they let you
improve your skills and have that feeling ‘did I just manage to do that?!’
I am sure we will look back on this ski course for many years.  The fun
and enjoyable times we shared and all the new skills we now have.

By Fiona Fingland S2

Inversnaid Primary
Weather News
Data from our Weather Station:
Total rainfall for January was 126.4mm
Lowest recorded temperature in January
was -11.1°C
Maximum recorded temperature in January
was 9.2°C
Total rainfall for February was 96.9mm
Lowest recorded temperature in February was -8.7°C
Maximum recorded temperature in February was 8.8 °C
Our weather station only records the precipitation as rainfall but we
think most of precipitation in January and February this year was
snow!

Eco Team, Inversnaid PS

Cross Country Event
On Tuesday 2 February, 17 S1 – S3 pupils took part in the annual Active
Stirling Secondary Cross Country event.  Thankfully the sun was shining
and everyone was up for the race.  However, it was not the warmest day for
cross country, and Mr Robertson and Mr Carrol made sure that they were
wrapped up for the occasion!  Due to the primary event and the snow
beforehand, the course was just a little bit muddy.  However, this didn’t put
the pupils off and everyone completed the race in good time.  At the moment
we are still awaiting the official results from Active Stirling.  However, there
were two notable stand out performances, with Kyle Petrie and Nicola Allan
finishing in the top ten of each of their races.  All of the pupils should be
proud of the level of commitment, fitness and desire displayed throughout
the races, and they were all given big ‘Congratulations’ from Mr Carrol and
Mr Robertson.
The pupils involved were:
S1    Sophie Parsons     Jack Jennings
        Cameron Hendry  Andrew Nixon
        Conor McMillan     Harry Waterman
S2    Morven Keay    Nicola Allan
        Gregor Black    Callum Fraser
S3    India MacLean      Frances McWilliams
        Kaitlin Cassidy    Kyle Petrie
        Angus Perrie    Jamie Patterson
        Cameron Gibson

School News

Stock Market Challenge
A group of 5 S3 Business Management pupils participated in a Stock
Market Challenge event in Edinburgh on 4 February.  During the event,
pupils had to work in teams through a week of simulated trading on the
stock market, making decisions under pressure, taking calculated risks
and experiencing the excitement of the trading floor.  This opportunity
gave the pupils an insight into career opportunities within the financial
services sector and developed skills such as communication, problem-
solving and working with others.  Our pupils prepared in the weeks
leading up to the competition by completing an online version of the
Stock Market Challenge.
On the day they
competed against 25
other schools, each
school started with a
portfolio of companies
worth £13,000, our
pupils finished the
trading day with a
portfolio of over
£147,000, giving them
first prize.  Our pupils
had over a £60,000 lead
on the school that came
in second place!
All 5 pupils should be
extremely proud of their
efforts, and left with a
trophy and vouchers to
spend.

left to right: Brian Cartwright, Ruairidh Hunter,
Catherine Allan, Jamie Patterson and Andrew Howells
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Callander Community Development Trust (CCDT) is piloting a project which
will measure, monitor and reduce carbon emissions from energy use in the
home and from travel.
In November, the Development Officers for this project ran a competition for
McLaren High School pupils to design a logo to support the project.  Pupils
from S1 and S2, with the support of the Art and Science departments,
produced many fantastic ideas for a Logo and these were collected at the
end of last term. The winning logo will head their campaign, notepaper etc.
The winner was (with designer’s comments):
 Beth Scott 1B (pictured)
 ‘A strong compact design with good local identity.’

Runners-up:
Amy MacDougall 1B
‘A carefully produced and well presented design.’
Naomi Webster 3C
‘Clever use of a strong shape. Fine reflection details would work best at
large size.’

Jane Brisbane 1D
 ‘A simple but effective idea with a

very positive image to project.’
The winners received their prizes at S1
assembly on Monday 8 February, and
Julia Osfield from CCDT brought along
the final version that was produced
from the winning design.  Julia
commented: "We were delighted to get
so many entries and amazed by the
quality of the designs and the ideas
presented."  Thanks to the Art Team
for their contribution in making this a
successful outcome for all.

McLaren Eco Group

A Curriculum for Excellence (ACE) Day
On the 4 February all of S2 visited Balfron for an Engineering morning.
There were many different stands including: Forth Valley College, Careers
Scotland and West of Scotland University.  They all gave us lots of
information, about engineering mostly, but also future careers in general.  It
was a really interesting day and gave us good information about making
choices.
That same afternoon, the Hopscotch Theatre Group came to McLaren and
gave us a performance of the Robert Burns poem Tam O’Shanter.  There
were only two people who performed and I think they did a great job,
considering there were only two of them.  They made everybody laugh, clap
and click.  They made it even more fun for the audience by picking some of
our year group to go up and dance.  All in all it was an ‘ACE’ day!

             By Gillian Harvey S2
This dynamic performance of Tam O’Shanter served as a memorable and
fitting culmination to our study of the poem.  Here are some of the comments
made by our S2 pupils:
‘I thought it was amazing how 2 people could do the whole poem so
realistically and believably’ – Liam Burnett
‘It was amazing how 2 people could have so many uses for one prop!’ – John
Ferrie
‘It was good how they interacted with us and acted out the poem with only 2
people!’ – Calum Fraser

 Worldwise Quiz
On Monday 8 February 6 pupils
from S2 – S4 took part in a
Geography Worldwise Quiz at
Larbert High School in Falkirk.
Pupils were split into 2 groups, and
went head to head against Stirling
schools.  Questions were asked on
Ordnance Survey, world currencies,
countries on the equator, glaciation
and Geography in the news.  Both
teams did exceptionally well and
narrowly missed placing in the top
4, however there’s a year to
improve and next year we intend to
win!  Thanks to Ms Mariani and Mr
Williamson for all their help, and to
Mrs Black for driving the minibus.
By Niamh Lee S4  and Dawn
Primrose S3

School Show
Following the huge success of
McLaren High School’s production
of Grease last June we are
delighted to announce that
preparation has begun for our
production of ‘West Side Story’.
Leonard Bernstein’s renowned
musical based on William
Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’
will bring 1950’s New York City to
Callander!   Already rehearsals
show promise for yet another
fantastic McLaren production and
we hope to enjoy the success of our
young people with the whole of the
community.   So whether you’re a
Jet or a Shark we look forward to
seeing you on the 21, 22 or 23
June!  More details will follow in the

Then Active Stirling in conjunction with the Scottish Football
Association are running football coaching courses for boys and girls
between the ages of 5 to 16 years of age over the Easter Holidays at
Stirling’s Forthbank Stadium.
Active Stirling’s Football Coach, Graeme Henderson, said:  "In the past,
the numbers for both weeks has been extremely high, with over 100
children attending.  The coaches follow a timetable of content, which
includes skill practices on moving with the ball, passing and shooting
drills as well as small-sided games.  The main emphasis is on fun and
taking part and it is great to see so many children enjoying themselves
while playing football.”
SFA Qualified coaches deliver all courses with the main emphasis on
fun and enjoyment with sessions including skill practices on passing,
shooting and lots of small-sided games.  There is also a goalkeeping
course on offer.

Courses available are:
Week 1
Monday 5 to Friday 9 April (5 days)
Forthbank Stadium (Astroturf)
10am to 12 noon (5 to 6 years) Cost £30
10am to 3pm (7 to 16 years) Cost £50

Week 2
Monday 12 to Friday 16 April (5 days)
Forthbank Stadium (Astroturf)
10am to 12 noon (5 to 6 years) Cost £30
10am to 3pm (7 to 16 years) Cost £50

If you require an application form please contact Active
Stirling on 01786 432323 or see www.activestirling.org.uk

Easter football courses for kids
Do you want to learn how to dribble like
James McFadden or pass like Darren Fletcher?

Saturday 29th May, 9am – 5pm.  Gates open 9am
The annual Drymen Show, one of Scotland’s biggest one day Agricultural
Show’s, is all set to take place on Saturday 29th May, 2010.
Entertaining the crowds in the afternoon will be James Dylan and his
International Motorcycle Stunt Show.  James has preformed all over the world
with his Show and has got together a team of the most talented riders that will
amaze you with their unbelievable skills.
Fair City Dog Training Club will be giving an agility demonstration in the main
ring.  In between demonstrations there will be the opportunity for you to meet
the dogs & speak to the dog handlers.
We are delighted that the newly reformed Strathendrick Pipe Band will be
making an appearance. As well as providing music throughout the day they
will be leading the ever impressive parade of prize winners in the main ring.
Elsewhere in the showfield will be Iain Chalmers and his chainsaw creations,
Fraser Spittal, a local farrier, will be guiding us through the horse shoe making
process, the ever popular sheep shearing demonstration. Once again the
Royal Highland Education Trust will be bringing along Mabel the cow.  This
great interactive attraction allows children to see where their glass of milk they
have for breakfast comes from.  We also delighted to that after a 6 year
absence there will be a Vintage Tractor Competition.
Competition will be fierce in the SWRI & Schools marquee.  The ladies of the
local Rurals will be hoping their home baking & handicrafts come out on top
and in the other half of the marquee local school pupils will be displaying their
written and art work and looking for that coveted 1st prize.
Exhibitors will be travelling from all over Scotland to show their Cattle, Sheep,
Horses, Rabbits and Poultry.  Visitors will have the opportunity to see close
up, some of the finest animals and exhibits in Scotland.  There are also
opportunities for the younger family members to show off their pets in the
rabbits, dogs & poultry classes.
There are opportunities for businesses and individuals to sponsor, advertise
or purchase trade stand space at the Show.  Details can be found on our
website, www.drymenshow.com.  The website will be updated in the run up to
the show with the latest information.
Admission prices are as follows:
Adult    £7.00
Pensioner    £4.00
Junior (5 – 15)    £4.00
Child (4 & under)    FREE
Family ticket     £20.00 (2 adults & 2 children)
Public Car Park    FREE
BSJA Ringside parking £12.00 (limited availability)
Contact:
Carol Bennie, Secretary, Merkins Cottage, Gartocharn, Dunbartonshire, G83
9LX.  Tel: 01389 830632  /  07811 467596  or email:
carol@drymenshow.wanadoo.co.uk

182nd  DRYMEN SHOW
Drymen Showfield, Drymen
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The People’s National Park - Loch Lomond and TheTrossachs
By Caroline Carranza
As the web master of www.Trossachs.co.uk  I was delighted to be approached by the SYHA to write an article on the Loch Lomond and Trossachs
National Park for the Hosteller magazine; this article appeared in their 2009 Winter issue. A relatively new resident (I have only lived and worked here
for 15 years) I hope you enjoy my journey through what is a small part of the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park.  This is an area I live in and
love and I hope once you have read my short piece I hope it will inspire you to come and visit and explore what I like to think of as the ‘People’s Park’.

(part two...)

Queen Elizabeth National Park
Today a visit to Aberfoyle wouldn’t be complete
without a visit to the Forestry Commission’s
David Marshall Lodge in the 50,000 acre Queen
Elizabeth Forest Park; this was opened in 1953
to celebrate the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth
II.  Driving down the Dukes Pass you will see the
David Marshall Lodge sitting alone on the
hillside long before you reach it.  The Lodge has
many wonderful walks, cycle paths and two
beautiful waterfalls.  The Queen Elizabeth
National Park itself is home to red squirrels, red
deer, wild cats, pole cats, pine martens and
water voles.  Twitchers are also spoiled with the
opportunity to spot osprey, sparrow hawks,
kestrels, peregrines, buzzards, merlin, red kite,
hen harrier and even Golden Eagles. Within the
David Marshall Lodge there is an indoor wildlife
viewing station which shows live pictures of
ospreys during the period they are resident in
this country.
Modern Times
For thrill seekers, the David Marshall Lodge
houses Go Ape’s high tree adventure course
within the forest and Britain’s longest zip wire
ride which passes over the forests highest
waterfall.  For those who enjoy more sedate
activities, Chill Out in the Lodge provides yoga
sessions and Indian head massage.  For
families there is a great outdoor children’s play
area, as well picnic benches with fabulous views.
On a clear day the views from the Lodge include
the Arrochar Alps behind Ben Lomond, Stirling
and its castle, and Dumgoyne behind the
Glengoyne distillery.  Finally, a visit to the David
Marshall wouldn’t be complete without a coffee,
glass of wine or ice cream on the Bluebell Café’s
decking area, which must have one of the best
views in Scotland.  Leaving the Lodge, the road
meanders down to the village of Aberfoyle with
its historic poker tree and the 1st Forth Road
bridge; the river Forth starts just before it enters
Aberfoyle.
Turn Back Time
Turning right at this junction is a 15 mile drive
which finishes at the Inversnaid end of Loch
Lomond.  The views along the B829 are
breathtaking as you travel beside Loch Ard
heading toward Ben Lomond.  At Kinlochard
(just past the Forest Hills Resort and Spa) the
road changes to a single track.  Care should be
taken driving this part of the road, but you will be
rewarded with a truly memorable journey back
through history.  As the road dips and bends
through the forest and past many smaller lochs
and lochans it is easy to go back in time in your
mind.  Suddenly you are no longer in a modern
day vehicle but imagine you are being taken by
a Victorian four-horse carriage to your annual
holiday at the Inversnaid Hotel on the shores of
Loch Lomond and the West Highland Way.
Before your mind returns back to the 21st
Century and Aberfoyle it is worth taking a slight
detour to the top of Loch Katrine and the
Stronachalar Pier Tea Room.  Here you can
watch the steamship SS Sir Walter Scott berth
whilst you enjoy the Pier’s home baking and
teas.
A Place of Myths and Legends
Aberfoyle has many walks including the Doon
Hill where it is believed that the Reverend Kirk
(the seventh son of a seventh son) was taken
away by faeries in the 17th century. Please take
care approaching the trees as it is believed his

soul is still tormented within the Caledonian Pine
which stands on top of Doon Hill; to this day
people still make wishes and leave presents for
the faeries.  Aberfoyle’s ancient graveyard also
contains a heavy iron coffin cover used in the
18th century to prevent grave robbers like Burke
and Hare from thieving bodies to sell to the
medical schools in Edinburgh (over 60 miles by
horse and carriage and there were no
motorways then!)
Visit Scotland’s Only Lake
If you turn left out of Aberfoyle village and head
towards Stirling on the A84, past Aberfoyle’s
18-hole golf course you will find Scotland’s only
Lake, the Lake of Menteith.  On the lake is an
island with the hidden Inchmaholme Priory – an
Augustinian monastery dating from 1238 –
famous for hiding the infant Mary Queen of
Scots. The only way to visit Inchmaholme is by
taking a boat, unless the lake freezes over when
you can walk across.  Inchmaholme Priory is a
Historic Scotland property.
The Lake of Menteith is also the occasional
location of Scotland’s only outdoor curling
tournament.  When the lake freezes and the ice
reaches a thickness of seven inches, the Royal
Caledonian Curling Club calls a Bonspiel or
Grand match. The last time this happened was
in 1979 when it is said that 10,000 players and
spectators converged on the lake.
In January this year the Lake froze over allowing
curling, ice hockey and ice skaters back onto
the ice for the first time in 30 years.  This created
a winter wonderland experience, enhanced by
the Lake Hotel welcoming all with Aberdeen
Angus burgers, home made soup and mugs of
hot chocolate.   1000’s took advantage of the
thickness of ice, with individuals and even
families with babies in buggies walking across
the Lake to Inchmaholme.  It was hoped that
another Bonspiel would take place, but sadly
this never happened due to an overnight rise in
temperature the night before the Bonspiel was
due  to take place.  Many are hoping that
another drop in temperature may freeze the
Lake and allow curling, ice hockey and ice
skating to take place again in 2010.
The Infamous Loch Lomond
To visit the world renowned Loch Lomond, you
leave the Trossachs on the A81 and head
towards Drymen on the A811. Drymen is a
lovely village with many fine eateries.  For those
who love a good Ceilidh, then make sure you
visit the Winnock Hotel on a Sunday night; for
more information about ‘What’s On’ through out
the year in the Loch Lomond and Trossachs
National Park please visit
www.Trossachs.co.uk/whatson.php  .
Loch Lomond itself covers a huge area (it is 24
miles long and up to 5 miles wide in parts) with
many villages and hamlets on its edge,
accessible only via winding single track roads.
Like the Inversnaid Road, many of these roads
end on the shores of Loch Lomond.
SYHA in the Area
Well worth a journey down is the B837 from
Drymen to Rowardennan passing through
Balmaha; part of the West Highland Way also
passes along this route. There is a car park here
for those who wish to climb Ben Lomond and the
SYHA hostel Rowardennan Lodge is close by
for weary travellers wanting to enjoy this
beautiful lochside location.

A short drive from Balloch at Arden you will find
the beautiful and historic SYHA hostel Loch
Lomond, which was originally built on the site of
Robert the Bruce’s hunting lodge. In and around
Balloch you will find many places to visit and
things to do both on and beside Loch Lomond.
The National Park and Local Business
The headquarters of the Loch Lomond and
National Park Authority are also in Balloch.
Established in 2002 as Scotland’s first National
Park by the Scotland’s Parliament it was given
four statutory aims:
To conserve and enhance the natural and
cultural heritage of the area.
To promote sustainable use of the natural
resources of the area.
To promote understanding and enjoyment
(including enjoyment in the form of recreation)
of the special qualities of the area by the public.
To promote sustainable economic and social
development of the area’s communities.
Further information
The Park Authority’s website is:
www.lochlomond-trossachs.org.  (N.B it is very
important that you put in the dash in the address
as if you don’t you will be taken to the Friends of
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs web site).
A completely independent organisation the
Friends of Loch Lomond and the Trossachs was
established in 1978 as an independent charity

“dedicated to keeping Scotland’s first National
Park a special place”.  For more information on
how to become a friend of the Loch Lomond and
Trossachs National Park please visit their
website www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk
If you want more information on  Places To Stay,
Places To Visit, Things To Do, Places To Eat
and a What’s On guide in the National Park
please visit: www.trossachs.co.uk  where you
will find comprehensive and ever changing
information.  For those specifically looking for
Accommodation, Trossachs.co.uk has a free to
use Accommodation Enquiry Form which allows
its site visitors to send a single email to multiple
accommodation providers.
Every month Trossachs.co.uk even gives you a
chance to win a break in the Loch Lomond and
Trossachs National Park via its monthly
competition.  As well as having prizes provided
by the Parks businesses and attractions it also
has a main prize of a break for 2 in the National
Park; so make sure you log onto
www.trossachs.co.uk for a chance to win your
next break away.
Short extract from the poem ‘Lady of the Lake’
by Sir Walter Scott:
The noble stag was pausing now
Upon the mountain's southern brow,
Where broad extended, far beneath,
The varied realms of fair Menteith.
With anxious eye he wandered o'er
Mountain and meadow, moss and moor,
And pondered refuge from his toil,
By far Lochard or Aberfoyle.
But nearer was the copsewood gray
That waved and wept on Loch Achray,
And mingled with the pine-trees blue
On the bold cliffs of Benvenue.
Fresh vigor with the hope returned,
With flying foot the heath he spurned,
Held westward with unwearied race,
And left behind the panting chase.
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I know, I know, it’s a take off of the Thomas
Hughes classic but I thought it might just get
your attention, especially nowadays when
teaching and the education curriculum is so
much in the news.  We hear of how the
education system is letting the youngsters
down, how it’s not what is used to be and so
forth, but I’m not really sure if that much has
changed.  I don’t have any first hand
information about teaching practices in the
present day, but certainly in my day all was not
perfect.
I do remember returning from New Zealand,
aged 10, and attending a primary school in
Bridgeton, a lively place in its time.  We
subsequently moved to Garrowhill in the east
of Glasgow but I kept going to the Bridgeton
school until I had passed my ‘Qualifying’ exam.
Coincidentally, its funny how attitudes change.
Garrowhill then was outside Glasgow, in
Lanarkshire, and later when I used to go on
holiday with my mates my mother would stress
to me to tell people, should they ask, that I was
from Lanarkshire, not Glasgow.  Times do
change, and now it is much more acceptable
to state the opposite!
Anyway, whilst I was at this primary school,
which it has to be said was a bit on the tough
side, I found that to survive you either had to
be a hard guy which was a bit like the fastest
gun in the west, in that there was always
someone up to challenge, or you were a
bookish person, in which case the tough nuts
left you alone.  I developed a keen love of
reading.  The teachers, to my recollection
were great and it was there that I first
discovered the joys of algebra, having been
bottom of the class for months. (To explain, in
New Zealand at that time the education was at
least one year behind Scotland – those were
the days!).  When I finally got into the
mysteries of algebra it was like a light bulb
switching on in my head.  All these years later
I still remember it.
There were a few downsides.  The class did go
away on a school break for a weekend, I

cannot remember where,
living in dormitories where
most of the class engaged
in extramural activities -
also known as shoplifting -
and on an industrial scale.
The police were called in
and only yours truly and
one or two others were exempt,
probably having our noses in a
book!
It is when you come to
Secondary school that I
distinctly remember the good and bad
practices as regards the teaching styles.  For
example, I was dreadful at music, so much so
that years later I won a bet singing the national
anthem in one key, that is the British national
anthem which, incidentally, the English rugby
team use as their anthem for no explicable
reason.  Sorry, I digressed a tad there.
Anyway, I think the reason I was poor at music
was that we had an absolutely dreadful
teacher.  As a class you had to sit and sing the
scales whilst he walked round, listening.  If
you got it wrong he would lift you up by your
cheeks (facial cheeks, steady now!) and yell
out ‘Doh’ boy, sing ‘doh!’  If you still didn’t get
it he would release you then hit you over the
head with his stick; a nasty piece of goods,
and probably the worst teacher in my
experience.  Some of the other teachers might
be called poor at their job but certainly did not
display the vicious spite of that man.  Some
were merely eccentric. Our Latin teacher now
was a dry old stick, literally.  A wizened wee
man with big spectacles, he would have us
repeat the Latin verbs in the classroom with
the windows closed, even in the height of
summer.  You could easily doze off while
waiting for your turn to recite the dreary ‘amo,
amas, amat..’
Another humdinger of a teacher was the man
who taught us history.  Personally, I had no
problems with him, but he did have the
manner of talking down to you, with his small

toothbrush moustache and
his fingers steepled as he
lectured what he obviously
thought were a bunch of
juvenile delinquents.  And if
you failed the history exam,
that is getting below the

required 50%, then you were
out in front of him at the next
history period for six of the belt.

Not the best way to inculcate
learning, I would reckon.  But I
was devious, for a change, and

wr ote my history essays, in beautiful,
small copperplate, stretching a one page
essay to five with a wealth of detail.  (Mainly
because I didn’t know the answers to the other
questions!)  Subsequently, I never got the belt
because I was too slow a writer. Sneaky or
what?
That is not to say we did not have good
teachers.  Some were excellent our English
teacher being one, an older woman and one
who loved Chaucer and Shakespeare and
who instilled, certainly in me, a love for
literature.  Her name escapes me now, but
she was a treasure. But above all, I remember
our art teacher, Mr Liddell, who was
enthusiastic about art and painting and who
passed on his love for the medium to many of
us.  He was one of the few teachers who I felt
badly for letting down when, on doing my
Higher Art, I decided stupidly to paint a forest
fire – and made a ham of it.  There were two
of us in his class whom he had hopes for and
I, for one, had blown it.  ‘What on earth made
you choose that subject?’ he asked later. A
lovely man.
So I don’t know what the answer is with regard
to modern education.  There will always be
criticism about learning and of effective
teaching methods, but perhaps it has always
been so.  What I do remember was that even
back then, a long time ago, we did have some
dreadful teachers – but we did have many
dedicated ones also.

Tam Broon’s (Glasgow) Schooldays
   By Dougie MacPherson

A growing number of communities in Scotland, with
help from the Scottish Government’s Community and
Renewable Energy Scheme (CARES), are converting
to woodfuel as their preferred choice of heating.
Woodend Barn, a community-based arts venue near
Banchory on Deeside, is one of many community
facilities opting for woodfuel.   Woodend Arts
Association has developed the Barn into a performing
arts space.  The Lang Byre Gallery, originally a cow
byre, is now an exhibition and workshop space with the
Hay Barn being used for theatre, concerts and
weddings.  A grant of £123,400 funded a woodpellet
boiler with a fully automated fuel feed system resulting
in a very comfortable art and recreation venue.
Aberdeenshire is also now well served with wood pellet
suppliers meaning good access to local fuel supplies.
As well as reducing heating costs, the pellet boiler is
expected to save around 80 tonnes of CO2 emissions
annually.
Mark Hope, Chairman of Woodend Arts Association
said: "We are delighted to have received funding from
the Scottish Government’s CARES scheme   and
Aberdeenshire Council for the biomass boiler.   The
biomass boiler will also fuel the new cafe/bistro being
built next to the Barn, the Buchanans, which will open
in mid-February 2010. It will also fuel the adjacent
Woodend farmhouse, currently uses heating oil, and
potentially a new sports pavilion planned for 2011”.
David Marshall Lodge is a Forestry Commission visitor
centre at Aberfoyle, within the Loch Lomond and

Trossachs National Park.   A CARES grant  of £62,620
funded the installation of a 85kW woodchip boiler to
heat the lodge, to reduce long term running costs for
the lodge and to reduce its carbon emissions.   The
centre has over 190,000 visitors a year and visitors will
be able to see the boiler in operation through a viewing
window in the boilerhouse.  The biomass boiler is
expected to result in annual cost savings of over
£4,500 and 26 tonnes of CO2 emissions.     The
woodchip is supplied from a local source located just a
few miles from the lodge.
The common theme throughout these projects is that
woodfuel systems are now replacing inefficient heating
systems and helping to lower running costs and
reducing carbon output.  At the same time supply
chains are being created as are opportunities to train
local tradesmen in the installation and maintenance of
woodfuel systems.  Many communities are discovering
firsthand the real benefits of opting for woodfuel.  If
your community wants to look into a woodfuel heating
system for your community centre or hall, please check
out www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/cares or
email info@communityenergyscotland.org.uk.
Community Energy Scotland runs the Scottish
Government’s CARES scheme.

Communities Warming to Woodfuel
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Letters to the Editor......
............have your say!

Post to Editor, Schoolhouse, Inversnaid FK8 3TU
Or email editor@strathardnews.com or hand in to Aberfoyle Post Office

A friend has just given me a copy of Strathard News because it
contains some curling material. This has prompted this message. I am
writing to inquire whether you can put me in touch with someone who
might know about the Glenarklet Curling Club.
My reason for asking is that I have recently been given a large
silver-plated rosebowl which was donated to the club in 1903.  The
inscription is: Presented to GLENARKLET CURLING CLUB by
Alderman W.H.Woods Esq., J.P. Preston 1903.  I have discovered that
W H Woods was a manufacturing tobacconist in Preston and was
Mayor of the town. I have so far found no connection between him and
Glenarklet.  The 1901 Census does not disclose him, although I have
discovered in the census 11 of the 20 members of the curling club
printed in the Royal Caledonian Curling Club Annual for 1903-4.
I hope that you may be able to put me in touch with someone who may
have the answers to my questions.
I thank you in anticipation.
David Smith.
Sheriff David B Smith,
(author of Curling: An Illustrated History, Edinburgh, 1981)
72 South Beach,
Troon, KA10 6EG.
Tel: 01292 312130
davidsmith@smallworldmail.co.uk

I am writing just after receiving the latest edition of the Strathard News.
I note that the cost of posting is considerable and so I am enclosing a
cheque to cover this cost. However, whilst writing, could I point out
that I am a philatelist (they can’t touch you for that) and I really would
appreciate pictorial stamps if it was/is not too much trouble. The
British Post office takes delight in issuing commemorative stamps
every month and most sets include a 90p design. Naturally it is
difficult to come by the used higher value stamps if you are resident in
the UK; large organisations use the infernal machines and smaller
organisations tend not to send out large envelopes/packages.
Thank you for delivering my copy of the news to me; it is much
appreciated.
Yours sincerely,
John MacGregor
2 Herne Road,
Surbiton,
Surrey, KT6 5BP
[Ed. Perhaps some of our readers will also be able to help.]

Thank you for the subscription renewal reminder. I did have a note in my
diary and was about to send a cheque.
I do enjoy reading about everything that’s going on in and around
Aberfoyle. I had a good chuckle at the ‘Ask Aggie’ column.
The cover picture was unbelievable. I can well remember the flooding,
which was very welcome. It meant time off school, but I have never seen
the whole village under water. The only thing missing was the gondola.
Again, many thanks.
Sincerely,
Agnes Ford,
Grangemouth

ABERFOYLE POST OFFICE

Shop OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Mon-Sat. 8.00 -5.30; Sun.11.00 – 5.30.
P.O.  OPEN: 9.00am, Mon-Sat; Close 5.30pm, (Wed-4pm; Sat–1pm)

Fluffy yellow chicks
Cuddly white lambs
Pretty Easter bonnets
Loads of delicious chocolate eggs
We’ve sprung into Spring already!

Get cracking and hop in to make your
Easter eggstra special!

Doors Open Days 2010
Doors Open Days is a major annual event that showcases our
built heritage; it also links to Scottish Archaeology Month. Over
several weekends in September you can visit for free buildings
and sites that may not normally be open to the public or may
usually charge admission.

This September, the National Park Authority is building on last
year’s programme to include a focus on the Trossachs as part of
the ScottsLand celebrations (events celebrating 200 years since
Scott published Lady of the Lake - see www.scottsland.co.uk).

 Do you know of an interesting building or archaeological site? Do
you know of local stories or places connected to Sir Walter Scott?
Would you like to open your own property as part of the scheme
(and benefit from the national promotion)? We'd like to hear from
you - contact Sheila Winstone 01389 722667 or email
sheila.winstone@lochlomond-trossachs.org.

We had a very successful year last year with many karateka
passing gradings with flying colours, (in fact we have a 100%
record) and Jackie Bell achieving her BLACK BELT - well done
Jack!!
This year, in April, we are hosting a full day course by Harry Cook
7th Dan, followed by a night of SALSA!!! Karate is a fun way to
work out both physically and mentally, gaining self confidence
along the way.

Sat 10th April 8pm - late
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall

SALSA - 1hr lesson
followed by fun and laughter

tickets a fiver, BYOB!!!
For further information contact Julie on 382 296

New Members are ALWAYS welcome.

“Zanshin Kai” Aberfoyle News
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Milton

Hello Children,
Now the clocks have been changed for British
Summer Time, the evenings are much longer and
there is more daylight to play in. It does not get
dark until 9 o'clock and it really feels like spring.
The birds are singing their heads off every
morning and there are daffodils nodding their
bright yellow heads, the whole length of
Strathard. Easter will soon be here and I'll be
out to defend my title as Egg-Rolling Champion.
My sister, Braeval, usually wins the competition
but, now I am the champion, I will be doing my
very best to hold on to my title. I bought this
year's egg from Vicky at the Co- op.
I was so disappointed by the performance of
Team GB in Vancouver.  One medal, even if it was
gold, was pretty poor and George the Hare
reckons he will do better if he is selected for the
Sochi Winter Olympics, 2014. Judging by his
results in our own Strathard Winter Olympics
2010, George will be difficult to beat, if he gets
to Russia in four years time. Our downhill ski
slope started on the Comer road, just above
Stronmacnair, and finished at Loch Dhu. There
had been a fresh fall of deep, crisp snow and,
apart from a couple of deer tracks, nothing had
passed by. These were perfect conditions.
Dad was first to ski, the slope was quite gentle
at first, but not for long. It soon became much
steeper and, at the second corner, Dad crashed
off the course. Grandpa Otter and the twins,
Duke and Katrine, managed to go a bit further
before coming to grief. Then it was George's
turn. With his big, long feet strapped to his skis,
George was soon going downhill very fast indeed.
As he shot around the last corner, approaching
Loch Dhu House, George was just a blur, going so
fast that Gareth Maker, who lives there, got
quite a fright.
I was next to go, missed the final bend and
headed for Loch Chon. It took me quite a while to
stop. Mum and Braeval both finished the full
course, but nowhere close to the time set by
George, our Gold Medal winner.
By the time we had finished our skiing contest
there was a crowd of spectators enjoying the
spectacle, especially the tumbles and crashes.
There were our feral goat friends from Drumlean,
proudly showing off their new-born kids. These
youngsters like playing games as well. Their
favourite sport is playing hop-scotch on the B829,
trying to avoid putting a foot into any of the
pot-holes. It is not easy, I can tell you! Even at
such an early age, the kids are extremely nimble.
It will not be long before there are young lambs
gambolling in the fields at Ledard, then we will
know that spring has really arrived.
I must go and decorate my potential winner for
the egg-rolling, Easter Day will soon be here. I
am also looking forward to the annual chocolate
Easter-egg hunt, organised by Mum. Then there
will be Treasure Hunting at the Scottish Wool
Centre and Duck Racing at David Marshall Lodge.
What a day!!   Bye for now,
Milton.

Classes in Ballet, Tap & Modern
Contact Carla Duggan on 07815146462
Pilates & Step & Tone
Contact Amanda Reid 07811633968
Scottish Country Dancing
Contact A Ralston 382847
Youth Club
Contact Marie Wardrop 382568
Toddlers
Contact Julie Glen 382296
Dance Fitness
Contact Linda 07775990649 (over 16s)

The hall is also available for
parties, meetings & functions.

Contact Sandra Jardine 382673

For all ages in Aberfoyle Memorial Hall
A fun way to keep fit and learn to use
muscles you never knew you had!
Contact Julie Glen on 382296

The Trossachs 10k event this year
will be on Saturday 29th May at
10.30am.   The route starts and
finishes in the car park in Aberfoyle.
The entry fee is £12 or £10 for
Scottish Athletics affiliated members.
Runners can enter on line at
www.anthonynolan.org.uk.  Contact
Jillian at jillian06@btinternet.com for
more information.

TROSSACHS 10K RUN

Free
Lawn Bowls

 & Refreshments
Special Try-it Weekend

15th & 16th May
Please mark your diary now!

11.30 AM to 4.30 PM
Age 9 to 99 - Everyone Welcome

All equipment provided
Aberfoyle Bowling Club

Trossachs Road,  by Memorial Hall
More info?

Tel John Epps  01877 382276
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Not here....but near!

Meetings held on the 3rd Wednesday of each
month in Gartmore Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Visitors most welcome.
Wed. 21st April
Talk on Border Collie rescue dogs – Mrs F. Wood
Competition: Doggy Ornament
Wed 19th May
Pot Luck Supper and AGM
Talk on life as a school teacher – Anne Stewart
President: Lesley Bond, Cromdale, Gartmore, 382759
Secretary: Christine Hamilton, Montview, Gartmore, 382327

Gartmore Women’s Rural Insitute

Callander Taekwondo Club
Taekwondo is a great sport and a great way
to get/keep fit. Why don't you come along and
give it a go?  Contact Duncan on 07713
193841 or visit the club website for more
information www.callander-taekwondo.co.uk

Book Launch
Railway enthusiasts and keen walkers will find fascinating reading in
a new book about to be launched in the area.
Author Alasdair Wham will be returning to the region to launch his
latest book ‘Trossachs and West Highlands: Exploring the Lost
Railways.’ Railway travellers in the past were able to enjoy some of
the most remote and dramatic scenery in the whole of Britain as they
journeyed through the Trossachs and West Highlands.  Sadly many
of those routes have now been lost but through this book walkers
and ramblers can once again enjoy those views and marvel at the
engineering that enabled trains to travel through such narrow glens
and climb steep gradients. Alasdair describes in this book how the
routes offered a lifeline to remote communities and the prospect of
a brighter future. His research into the rail companies behind the
once extensive and busy routes will satisfy the enthusiast whilst his
evocative writing style and intriguing stories will enthral the general
reader.
Alasdair will be signing copies of his book and answering questions
between 10am and 12.30pm on  Saturday 17th April at Callander’s
VisitScotland Information Centre and from 2pm to 4pm at the
Trossochs Discovery Centre, Aberfoyle.

Callander Rambling Club
The Club consists of a group of enthusiasts who meet regularly
throughout the year to participate in a programme of walks and rambles.
This is published on www.incallander.co.uk/ramblers.htm, in the Ben Ledi
View and on posters around Callander. Each walk has a volunteer leader
to identify the route but participants are ultimately responsible for their
own safety.  Four types of walk cater to a range of interests and abilities;

Stroll - Relatively easy, mainly level on country lanes, tracks or good
paths. Wednesdays at 9:30 am.
Ramble - Longer walks, mainly on tracks or paths, often cross-
country or with some gradients. Usually Wednesdays at 9:30 am
(occasionally Saturdays at 8:30am).
Hill - Ascent to a summit. Lower hills in winter, higher in summer.
Saturdays at 8:30am
Long Distance Path (LDP) – Done in sections and similar standard
to a Ramble. Saturdays at 8:30am

For all walks meet in Ancaster Square, Callander or by arrangement with
the walk leader. Transport to the start may be by public transport, shared
cars or private minibus for which there will be a charge but there is no
leader fee.
Come prepared with suitable clothing, footwear, food and drink.
New members and guests are always welcome. Please phone the walk
leader to let them know you wish to join the walk, to check details or if the
forecast is poor.
April
9:30am Wed 7th Stroll Kings Park Stirling 4 miles Jan McRae 01786 842081
9:30am Wed 14th Ramble The south shore of Loch Katrine (boat) 9 miles John Snodin 01877 331621
8:30am Sat 17th Hill Earl's Seat 578m Helen Campbell 01877 382522
8:30am Sat 24th LDP SWSW (1) - Moffat to the Endrick Water 10 miles Paul Prescott 01877 330032
May
9:30am Wed 5th Stroll Flanders Moss 6 miles Margaret Black 01786 850237
8:30am Sat 15th LDP SWSW (2) - Ettrick Water to Tibbie Shiels Inn 10 miles Paul Prescott 01877 330032
9:30am Wed 19th Ramble The Bluebells of Whitecraigs wood 6 miles Rosemary Leckie 01786 833384
8:30am Sat 22nd Hill Ben Stacath 771m Mike Hawkins 01877 339080
8:30am Sat 29th LDP SWSW (3) - Tibbie Shiels Inn to Traquair 12 miles Paul Prescott 01877 330032

Strathendrick Film Society
Balfron Campus Theatre - Friday’s 7.30 pm
New members welcome and one night
membership is available for £4 on the night.
This season’s programme:
� Conversations with My Gardener March 26
� Transsiberian April 16
� Hobson's choice April 23

www.film-society.org

The Mulberry Bush
Montessori Balfron 10K Run
The eagerly awaited Mulberry Bush Montessori Balfron 10K run takes place
on Sunday 25th April 2010 at 11am. Now in its fourth year it has recently
been voted the number one 10K in Scotland by the readers of Runners
World. The 10K road race will start from Balfron Campus and follow a
scenic route heading out towards Fintry.  Runners of all abilities aged 15
and over, are welcome to take part in what is always a memorable and fun
day out.  All funds raised will go directly to Balfron Primary School and
Balfron High School.
The event attracts over 620 entrants from the local area and from all over
Scotland, and in the last three years has raised over £21,000 for Balfron
Schools.  An electronic chip timing system ensures quick and accurate
results for runners.  Enter on line now and check out the web site for full
details at www.balfron10k.org.uk Demand for places is expected to be high,
so early entry is recommended. Further details are available from Colin
Mendham at colin@balfron10k.org.uk
The Mulberry Bush Montessori in Killearn is the main sponsor of the event,
with supporting local sponsors including Careth Ltd, Endrick Property,
Graham’s Dairy, Beech Tree Inn, Steven Burgess Fine Furniture, CDK
Galbraith, Balfron Campus, Webreturn Internet, D McCallum and Son and
many other local businesses.
Come along and support the runners – it’s a great day out for all the family.
A small selection of stalls are on Campus plus Doyles Deli will be serving
light refreshments and home baking.

Location: Gleneagles Hotel Perthshire
Date: Easter weekend 2 - 5 April 2010
Preview Friday 2 April 6pm -8pm (invitation only)
Opening Hour Sat-Sun 10am-7.30pm Mon 10am-4pm
The event is being run in association with,
Ealain Gallery 36 Main St, Drymen, G63 0BG, www.ealaingallery.com
The Gleneagles Hotel, Auchterarder, Perthshire, PH3 1NF www.gleneagles.com
Brave Original Art www.braveoriginalart.com
The world renowned resort  will  showcase  the work of talented
Scottish artists as well as ceramics by Alex Johanssen, pottery by
John Maguire, contemporary glass by Zoe Gadsby. Live
demonstrations by artists on Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th, 11am and
2pm.  .  Entry is free of charge. Further information please contact:
June McCann, Ealain Gallery on 01360 660996 or 07753659883

Crossword answers from Issue 56
Across: 1.Apathy 4.Macaroni
10.Intellectualize  11.Testosterone
13.Tar  14.Rip  16.Thermometer
18.Red  20.Arc  21.Perseverance
26.Experimentalism 27.Tyrolean
28.Teller
Down: 1.Aviator  2.Antiseptic
3.Halloween 5.Altar 6.Again 7.Omit
8.Iceberg 9.Test 12.Enforce
13.Torrential 15.Staircase
17.Easiest 19.Dreamer 22.Enrol
23.Samba 24.Vine

go Country officially opens its waterpark
season on the 1st of April and is delighted to
announce some exciting new features, including a
new climbing frame and giant multi person roller.

As well as all our existing equipment
we have installed a saturn rocker.

can you be the last to survive it?

Come along.................you'll be thrilled you did!

Tel: 01877 387750  Mob: 07833 466373  www.gocountry.co.uk
Go Country, Foresthills Watersport Centre, Kinlochard, FK8 3TL
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Kinlochard
Babies & Toddlers Group

Meets on a Friday morning (except School
holidays) in the Village Hall from 10.30 am - 12
noon. Come along for a play and some toast !
For more information or to check that the group
is on phone Julie 387311 or Fiona 387378.

Strathard News Subscription

Sign:

Tel No: Date:

If you wish to take out an annual subscription please complete the information below.

Never miss an issue!
Why not have the newsletter delivered
 to you for the next year for only £12.

Name:

Address:

Post Code:

The completed form should be posted to The Editor, Strathard News,
Schoolhouse, Inversnaid FK8 3TU along with a cheque for £12 made
payable to Strathard News.  Alternatively, hand in to Aberfoyle Post Office.

Your subscription will start with Issue 58.

I am a PhD student from the University of Aberdeen, and I will be doing
some research with the Forestry Commission and local artists this
summer around Aberfoyle and The Trossachs. I know Aberfoyle can be
a very busy place during the summer months, so I am looking for some
alternative accommodation during my stays between mid-July and
August 2010.    I am a single woman (30yrs old) looking for a small,
quiet-ish room, at a reasonable rate, that is within easy reach of
Aberfoyle (ideally within walking distance, though I may have a car). I
would be out working during the day, and often not around at weekends.
I am quite flexible regarding days and dates, e.g. I may stay a few nights
each week or Monday-Friday only, depending on circumstances, so
would be happy to negotiate these as suits everyone. It would be good
to have access to a kitchen as I like to cook. If you are at all interested,
please contact me, Jen Clarke, on 07877 412 105. Thank you.

Spare room for short term summer rent?

wanted

Forth Inn Events Diary

Main Street, Aberfoyle FK8 3UQ
Tel: 01877 382 372

E-mail: Phil@ForthInn.com

April
17 April: Karaoke in The Wallace Bar
Fun starts @ 9pm
19–25 April: Italian Food Week
25 April: Pub Quiz Starts @ 9pm(ish)
Prize for winning team!

May
22 May: Karaoke as above
30 May: Pub Quiz

Deadline Dates
Issue 58  - 2 May

 Issue 59 -  20 June
 Issue 60  - 15 Aug
 Issue 61 - 26 Sept
 Issue 62- 14 Nov (xmas)
Sponsorship
required for

Issue 60



Cwtch Doon

For further information and availability
contact Richie or Shona at

THE WEE BLETHER TEAROOM
or

T: 01877 387 337 M: 07765 933 816
or

Email: shonabaston@yahoo.co.uk
or

view on www.scottish-cottages.co.uk

The newest holiday let in
Kinlochard Village
• Sleeps two: includes access to Forest Hills Leisure
     Centre and Spa (treatments not included)
• Disabled access
• Dogs allowed
• Non smoking premises
• Only 20 yards from the loch side


