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Roads and Stirling Council
Yet again the new Council Roads
budget has brought roadworks to the
area in spring.  Answers received
from the Council when we queried this
issue were published last year, but we
will now also be requesting that
closures in both directions to Glasgow
and Stirling do not coincide, which
has been an unwelcome development
in 2010.  Also too a reminder that the
best way of speeding up patching of
potholes and resolving other Council
problems is to report these issues
directly to the Council as soon as
possible.  See guidance on this in the last Strathard News.
Scottish Water
Our ‘hot topic’ in April was the sewage problem in Main Street, which 3
community councillors ended up chasing from 3 different angles, after
multiple reports to Scottish Water resulted in inadequate action, which then
led to a repeat incident.  An apology has since been received from Scottish
Water for mishandling of what should have been an urgent issue.  We are
please to report however that the pipes have now been properly cleared
and we have several hotline contacts for any re-occurrences.  Any issues
like this of course require urgent action, so please contact a community
councillor if you do not get a very prompt response to such complaints, so
that we can expedite matters.
We continue to chase Scottish Water for water-pipe renewal in Kinlochard,
and the latest news is that this is still at the design stage, but our contact
inside Scottish Water has told us it is ‘still high profile’ and she is pressing
for these works to be scheduled sooner rather than later.
Local Plan
Thank you to all residents who showed an interest in the recent Draft Local
Plan, when we had to carry out a hasty local consultation as a result of late
and unexpected additions which had not been advised to us beforehand,
as would have been best practice.  The most significant of these was the
proposed additional housing site at Old Kirk Loan.  Our enquiries have
suggested that this was put into the Draft Plan without adequate checks
being made by planners, who were sadly unaware of the significant
planning history of the Old Kirk Loan site and the previous locally-raised
issues such as the Manse Road bridge and previously proposed footbridge.
There were a lot of points raised by residents, but the main one identified
was the bridge, which was considered a significant issue by almost all who
gave us their views.  We communicated our concerns to Stirling Council
which is responsible for the bridge and also for some housing issues and
know the matter has been considered, but this matter is still very much work
in progress.  Note that the Local Plan is only a first step which identifies
likely housing sites, no planning application has yet been submitted, nor do
we expect would be until the Local Plan queries are reviewed externally,
which will take many months.  We have also maintained other previous
objections submitted where the National Park planners
did not heed our requests for changes to the Local Plan
for several minor issues affecting Strathard.
Finally, the names of your Community Councillors
are shown below – please do get in touch with them
on any relevant matter where you would like our
help.
Fiona

Front page photo courtesy of Marion Back

A busy time again for your community councillors, with spring and
summer activities now all underway or getting finalised.  In the
background however we also still have much routine work to deal
with as normal.
Planters, benches and noticeboards
We have installed and filled new planters and benches in
Aberfoyle, Kinlochard, Inversnaid and Stronachlachar, finishing a
month ahead of schedule.  Also erected a new community
noticeboard in Stronachlachar,
which did not have one.  Some
refurbishment work will be
carried out on all the other
noticeboards soon to
complete this project.  There
will be a full report and photos
in the next Strathard News of
the many volunteers who gave
their time and efforts to help.
Our thanks to you all.  In the
meantime we’d just like to
mention these are community
planters, installed and
maintained by volunteers, so
please respect them - no cigarette butts, cans or breaking stems
on plants please.  We will be fundraising soon to ensure we can
keep the displays fresh  – do support us or join as a volunteer if
you think (as we do) that our villages are brighter and better-
looking places to walk and sit than last year.
Strathard eco-week with family day Sunday 13 June

We were successful in getting
£1,000 from the Stirling Council
Community Pride Fund to run
this, which started out as a day
but has now expanded into a
week!  Many years ago
Strathard used to run
environmental days but while
other villages have pressed
ahead in recent years, and got
environmental activities going
with the huge amount of funding
which has become available,
little has happened here.  Why is

that?  Is anybody interested, and in what?  So we’re going to try
to find out more about eco-issues and have some fun in the
process by bringing lots of ideas and activities to try out from 13
to 20 June.  See our separate notice, and watch out for leaflets
in early June with details of everything that will be going during
that week.
‘Living & Working at Loch Katrine’ - 10 July to 29 August
We were also delighted to receive £1,250 funding to run this
‘Scottsland’ series of events in the competitive bid process run by
the National Park.  The display  ‘Loch Katrine - 150 years of
Glasgow's Water Supply’ will be brought into the Trossachs
Discovery Centre in Aberfoyle and we will run a series of related
lectures covering both past and
present.  Only a few local people
appear to have seen the original
Glasgow exhibition in 2009 and
there are many places mentioned
which will be of interest to residents.
Also we hope that visitors who
come from Glasgow and elsewhere
will find this a good reason to visit
Aberfoyle over the summer, and
perhaps venture further in the area
to where they can see locations
shown on the display panels.

Community Council Report

Strathard Community Council meets at 7.30pm on the
first Thursday of every month, alternating between
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall, Kinlochard Village Hall and
Inversnaid Primary School.  The next meetings will be held
in Inversnaid on 3rd June and then in Aberfoyle (+ AGM)
on 1st July.  Half an hour prior to the meetings a local
Stirling Councillor (Tony Ffinch, Paul Owens or Fergus
Wood) will hold a surgery for residents who wish to raise
issues or concerns.

Aberfoyle
John Clow
Ros Dingwall
Jimmy Quinn
Geraint Short

Kinlochard
Maureen Campbell
Mike Campbell
Fiona McEwan
1 vacancy

Inversnaid
Andre Goulancourt
David Horne
Ralph Wolfe

Contact details: Tel 01877 387200
Email: cc@strathard.org.uk          www.strathard.org.uk

Community Councillors by Ward
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Andreas and Nikki D’Ambrosio from Thistle Catering UK are
absolutely delighted to have been recently awarded the catering
franchise at the Loch Katrine Visitor Centre, Trossachs Pier , which
was recently reopened for the forthcoming season.
They will be providing the catering for the Steamship Sir Walter Scott
which is also available for privately booked charters, The Lady of the
Lake, the Katrine Takeaway and the Katrine Cafe as well as all of the
catering for special events such as weddings, birthday parties and
corporate events.
The new Katrine Cafe will be focusing on fresh and local produce and
the daily specials will feature smoked salmon, trout and more
traditional Scottish dishes such as Cullen Skink, as well as stocking
a variety of fresh homemade soups, healthy salads, hot filled paninis,
baked potatoes and a mouthwatering range of home baked cakes
and desserts.
The couple are also delighted with the progress of their other catering
franchise; the Bluebell Cafe at The David Marshall Lodge in Aberfoyle.  The Cafe has recently undergone and passed the annual
assessment for the Scottish Healthy Living Award with the help of the new Bluebell Cafe Manager Alistair Grant.
Nikki & Andreas would like to welcome local people and those from further afield to the new look Katrine Cafe and also to the Bluebell
Cafe. They will be running a special coffee and cake promotion for both sites especially for Strathard News readers until the 30th June
2010. To take advantage of this special offer please cut out the voucher below and bring with you.

Provost Fergus Wood at Katrine Cafe Opening with Andreas & Nikki D’Ambrosio

From Strength to Strength

Katrine Cafe, Trossachs

Special Offer!
Any Speciality Coffee
& Traybake for £3.20

Available from 09.30 to 11.30am  and  between 2.30 and 5pm.
Valid until 30th June 2010 on presentation of this voucher.

Bluebell Cafe, Aberfoyle

Serves one

Kirsty Crawford is a Girl Guide who has landed lucky.
Kirsty, from Aberfoyle, plays the bagpipes and has
been asked to lead Princess Benedickte of Denmark
into an event being held in Bath next month.
The Princess is the Patron of The Olave Baden-
Powell Society who fundraise throughout the world
for World Guiding.  This year's meeting coincides with
the centenary of Girlguiding UK and Kirsty happens
to be in the right place at the right time!  Kirsty and her
parents will fly to Bath for the event.

Guide leads the way!
The Trossachs Business Partnership (TBP) formerly know
as Aberfoyle Traders, is a local organization that
represents the growth and networking of local businesses
in our community.  It has a membership of around 40
businesses based mostly in the Strathard area, and the
majority of members employ local people in a variety of
private sector businesses e.g. B&B’s, leisure & recreation,
hotels, food, trade and retail operations.

THE COMMUNITY AIM
As tourism is the largest employer in the area our aim is not
just to increase visitor numbers to the area to strengthen
the economy, but a key role is to connect local businesses
with the local community ensuring residents are aware of
and have a chance to participate in local events and
festivals organised by TBP.

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS
A highly committed group of TBP members are responsible
for organising local festivals such as the highly successful

‘Trossachs Mushroom Festival’ now in its ninth year, and
previously ‘Tramping through the Trossachs’ which was an outdoor festival held
at Easter. Both events have brought significant numbers of visitors and much
needed revenue to Strathard.

Local schools will be involved in this year’s Mushroom festival in October!
(information to follow)
If you would like further information on the role of TBP please contact Gregor,
info@greattimescotland.com  or Telephone 387 754.
We look forward to working with you.
Gregor Wood, Chairman
Trossachs Business Partnership

Businesses in the Community
Trossachs Business Partnership
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TRAINING DAYS
The medical centre will be closed in the afternoon/evening on the
following days in 2010 for training

WEDNESDAY  19TH MAY
TUESDAY  14TH SEPTEMBER
WEDNESDAY  27TH OCTOBER
TUESDAY  30TH NOVEMBER

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS - REMINDER
Please can we remind you that we do require two working days to
make up your repeat prescriptions.  If we have to order any of your
medication it may take longer.  You can order your repeat
prescriptions on line by going on to our website

www.aberfoyle-buchlyviesurgeries.co.uk

PRESENT – Rowena Boome, Annabell Fowles, Bridget
MacPherson, Marion Penman, Betty Mclaren, Dr Pollok, Dr
Lindsay, John Penman, Douglas MacPherson, Bryan Oliver,
Rachel Neave, Margie Barber-Fleming, Cecily Bentley
George Bennie, Norah Bennie, Pat McCreath

WELCOME & APOLOGIES – Chairperson Annabell Fowles
welcomed everybody and thanked all those there for
attending on a snowy night.
Apologies had been received from – Mary McAllister, Joy
Sanderson, Jenoffer Oliver, James & Marlene Gibson, Jeff
Hornby, Anne McCallion, Jim & Mary-Lou Kerr, Revel &
Anna McKeand, Bala & June Naidoo, Arthur Pollock.

CHAIRPERSON`S REPORT
Mrs Fowles explained that she was just an interim
Chairperson as Mr Oliver had resigned as Chairperson &
Director. Mrs Fowles then thanked Mr Oliver for all the work
he had done for the Charity.
Over the year the health promotion talks had continued and
during the past few months talks have been on “How to keep
Healthy over the Winter”, “How to recognize a stroke and
what to do about it” and “How to cope with Stress.”
The Patient Participation Group still meets up on a regular
basis and they are awaiting the results of a Patient
questionnaire in the hope of taking forward projects and
suggestions.  Aberfoyle Medical centre had a wheelchair
donated from Westmarc and Rowena is trying to purchase
another chair for Buchlyvie Medical centre.  A Hard of
Hearing Loop system is also hoped to be purchased for the
hard of hearing.   Mrs Fowles asked if any members had any
ideas or suggestions to contact any members of the board.

PRESENTATION OF ACCOUNTS – A draft copy of the
accounts had been distributed during the evening. As Mrs
MacPherson had lost her voice, Mrs Fowles gave a brief
presentation – highlighting a couple of points, more medical
equipment had been purchased this year than last year. The
main change is in the administrative costs as the charity is
now charged an Audit fee.  Mrs Fowles explained that
although the Friends is a small charity it is registered as a
Company so there is a requirement that the accounts have
to be audited.

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS – All the directors stood down
and as they were all available for re-election. They were all
re-elected. This was proposed by Mrs Bentley & seconded
by Mr Penman.  There are currently four vacancies on the
board for directors and Mrs Fowles made a plea for new
directors. So if anybody is interested or knows of anyone
who is interested, they were asked to contact one of the board.

SPECIAL RESOLUTION -  All the members had received a
copy of the proposed change to Articles of Association.  Mrs
Fowles explained about the volume of work which was
created in collecting the annual fee of £2 and the proposed
change was to alter the constitution stating the annual
membership would be nil. This has to be approved by 75%
of the members present.
Mrs Fowles asked if anybody had any questions.  Mrs
Bentley asked if the constitution could be changed back if
there was a shortage of funds. Mrs Fowles explained that
this would not be a problem as the same process could be
applied to re-introduce an annual membership fee.
There being no more questions a vote was taken and the
proposal was passed unanimously.

AOB -  There was no other business.

CLOSE OF BUSINESS – The meeting was officially closed.

Annual General Meeting

Friends of Aberfoyle & Buchlyvie
Medical Practice

ABERFOYLE – TEL – 01877 382421
Monday: 10.30am – 11.30am Open Surgery
 4.00pm – 5.30pm  By Appointment

Tuesday: 8.15am – 9.30am  Open Surgery
 2.00pm – 3.00pm  By Appointment

Wed: 10.30am – 11.30am Open Surgery
 4.00pm – 5.30pm  By Appointment

Thursday: 10.30am – 11.30am Open Surgery

Friday: 7.00am – 8.00am  By Appointment (Alternate Fridays)
 8.15am – 9.30am  Open Surgery
 2.00pm – 3.00pm  By Appointment

BUCHLYVIE – TEL – O1360 850237
Monday: 7.00am – 8.00am  By Appointment (Alternate Mondays)
 8.15am – 9.30am  Open Surgery

Tuesday 10.30am – 11.30am Open Surgery
 4.30pm – 5.30pm  By Appointment

Wed: 8.15am – 9.30am  Open Surgery

Thursday: 8.15am – 9.30am  Open Surgery

Friday: 10.30am – 11.30am Open Surgery
 4.00pm – 5.00pm  By Appointment

CONSULTING TIMES

MAKE YOUR OWN APPOINTMENT
BOOK OR CANCEL APPOINTMENTS ON LINE
To use this service you will need a unique user id and password.
This can be obtained very easily by contacting the Medical Centre.

Tel. 01877 382587
Mob. 07710 800067
bertcomrie@btinternet.com
www.crescentcabs.com

Proprietor: Bert Comrie

Wheelchair Access

Distance No Object

24 hour Reliable Service

rescent abs
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Hasn’t it been lovely to have some nice sunny days recently, and
although there are not yet enough of them, it does seem that the sun
usually obliges for the wedding photographs. There have been quite
a few weddings throughout April and bringing us into May. Among
these Forest Hills Hotel hosted the weddings of Duncan Boyd and
Janet Horton from Glasgow, Paul Ryan and Nicola Gillespie from
Largs, then Stephen Gotts and Christine Stephen from Aberdeen,
while the Rob Roy Hotel provided the venue for the wedding of
David Urwin and Karen Richardson from Cumbernauld. As many of
you will know, I particularly love local weddings and so was
especially pleased when Kinlochard couple Andrew Manders and
Fiona McLean chose to have their ceremony in the Marriage Room
at Aberfoyle Registration Office. Congratulations to all couples
married in this area.
Congratulations and welcomes, too, go to the families who have new
babies, some of whom are as follows. March opened with the birth
of baby Luciana Hazel Macfarlane, a daughter for mum and dad
Susan and Craig; followed by the birth of another baby girl Allana
Stevenson, to the delight of parents Gillian and Archibald. Just one
day later, excitingly, twins were born to parents Jane and Bridget, a
daughter Kirsty Cargill Jones and a son Angus Cargill Jones. Then,
as the days grew warmer in April, baby boy Connor Robert John McGregor arrived to the delight of mum and dad Christina
and Stewart.
It hasn’t just been the newborns that have been to the forefront of our minds. As shown in the photograph, son of Port of
Menteith couple Lisa and Callum, young master Caden McNeill-Ritchie kept a close eye on the timing of the proceedings
during his Naming Ceremony in March. We all truly had a marvelous time and the star of the show was undoubtedly Caden
himself, who kept us all entertained throughout.  Maybe we can help you arrange or register such life events.
The office is open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9am until 12 noon.  Appointments can be made by
telephone 01877 382 986, by email regaberfoyle@stirling.gov.uk, or by dropping in to the office during opening hours.
Sharon Johnston
Registrar

Registrar

R&C LUKE

01324 625624

T/a J. Brown
Coal Merchant & Contractor
12-14 Slamannon Road
Falkirk FK1 1LG

StrathART
A n  e x h i b i t i o n  b y  l o c a l  a r t i s t s

It is planned to hold an Arts & Crafts Exhibition/Fare during the
weekend of the Aberfoyle Mushroom Festival in October which
will be open to one and all in the Strathard area.
Although the venue has still to be arranged, advance notice is
given so that those interested might prepare themselves!
Full details of venue and contact details of organisers will be
published in subsequent editions of this newsletter.

Calling all Artists!
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Anyone with information can contact Central Scotland Police on 01786 456000 or information
can be given anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555111

PACT Priorities April - June 2010
Operation Ironworks: To ensure quality of life, minimal disturbance and nuisance caused to locals
by certain visitors to the area.
Road Safety: Continue to raise awareness of the unacceptable practice of illegal parking and
driving on footpaths.
Targetting the dealers:  Targetting the misuse of drugs and the dealers, working with locals to get
drugs off the streets.

The travelling thief
4th May 2010
Police are urging vehicle owners to take simple
security steps to prevent property within their car being
stolen.
With the tourist and holiday season well under way it is
the time of year where the travelling thief will also visit
beauty spots and secluded car parks.
Sat navs have become a very desirable item for
thieves. Ensure that you lock your vehicle and remove
all property from inside, don't hide it in the vehicle.
Specifically in relation to sat navs remove the suction
mount and erase any markings these leave. These
suctions mounts are a great indicator for thieves.
Note the serial number of your sat nav and mark it
using an ultra violet pen with your house number and
postcode. We can then trace it back if we recover it.

Disturbance
3rd May 2010
Police were called to a disturbance on Queens
Crescent over the weekend.  It appeared to be drink
fuelled and started within a pub.  No arrests were or
have been made as yet.

Warning to bogus workman!
30th April 2010
Officers from the Community Policing Team worked
along with the Department for Work and Pensions and
Trading Standards in a joint operation to target
unscrupulous workmen.
Aberfoyle was one of the 12 rural villages subject of the
enquiry.  29 work sites were speculatively checked,
with stop checks of workmen conducted on 20 sites.
From this:
14 males are the subject of enquiry/issue of notices for
breaches in issuing cancellation rights for work
undertaken-by Trading Standards. Only too ofetn the
customers is unaware of their full rights and this is
exploited by some.
The operation was a great success and will be
repeated in the weeks and months ahead.  On top of
the bogus workmen a number of vehicles were
stopped and fixed penalties and vehicle rectification
slips were issued for minor road traffic offences.

"This is a warning to anyone who carrys out rip off work
for residents in the area and to anyone who moves
about the area committing crime.  Its only a matter of
time before your stopped. The firmest action will be
taken against you and if appropriate we will seize your
vehicle and any other assests we can. You'll face
arrest and ultimately a possible jail sentence"

Parents concern over illegal drug.
28th April 2010
A number of parents have been and are concerned
about the use and supply of Mephedrone in our
communities.
This was brought home with the first youth related
drugs death involving the misuse of Mephedrone.
On the 10th April 2010, Methedrone was made illegal
and classified as a Class B drug under the Misuse of
Drugs Act 1971. It is an offence to possess and to
supply.
Prior to that date Mephedrone was advertised as a
plant food however this was simply to allow it to be
sold within the UK and prior to 10th April 2010 could
be bought legally over the counter or via the internet.
Mephedrone is a white, off-white or yellowish powder
which is usually snorted, but can also be swallowed in
bombs (wraps of paper) and may also appear in pill or
capsule form.
Mephedrone has various names which include meph,
m-cat, miaow-miaow, bubbles, white magic, and plant

feeder.  The effects of Mephedrone were regarded as
both stimulant (like speed) and hallucinogenic (like
ecstasy or LSD).
The main physical effects of Mephedrone were
reported to be nose-bleeds, dilated pupils, blurred
vision, dry mouth/thirst, hot flushes, fast/erratic heart-
beats, muscular tension in the jaw and limbs, and
shrunken genitals (men only).
The main mental effects were initial ‘head rushes’,
followed by euphoria, boundless energy, talkativeness,
and time distortions – with heavier users also reporting
visual hallucinations.   The after-effects were insomnia
and similar to speed come-downs, involving fatigue,
dizziness, and low mood.
Should you have any information in relation to the
use/sale/supply of Methadrone or have any questions
you want to ask please do not hesitate to contact PC
O'May at Aberfoyle Police Office.

Lost in hill mist.
27th April 2010
On Sunday 26th April, Police and Mountain Rescue
Teams in the area attended 3 separate incidents on
the hills.
One walking party from Edinburgh got lost in hill mist
on Ben Vorlich but eventually managed to make their
way off the hillside and were returned to their vehicle
safe and well.  On this occasion the walkers were ill
equiped and were lucky to come off unscathed.
It is crucial that all walkers ensure they are able to
ascend any hill and that usually means access and
ability to use a map and compass.
It is very easy to become lost in poor visibility and this
can happen in summer time too.

Dangerous driving
16th April 2010
Last weekend saw the report of a cyclist being
knocked down on the B829 Inversnaid Road.
After enquiry a 35 year old man has been charged with
dangerous driving. A report will be submitted to the
Procurator Fiscal at Stirling.

Girls bracelet found
16th April 2010
A small ladies or girls bracelet was found on the
pathway next to the river Forth and near to the car park
in Aberfoyle this morning.  The owner can call into
Aberfoyle Police Office or tel: 01877 382519 to arrange
collection.

Drink driving.
16th April 2010
A 27 year old Falkirk man was arrested after he drove
his car into the path of an oncoming vehicle on the A81
near to the Rob Roy Hotel on Wednesday evening.  A
family visiting the area with very young children were
lucky to escape with no injury.
The man was held in Police custody until his Court
appearance on Thursday. Police will be carrying out
regular stop checks in and around Aberfoyle to target
drink drivers.

Wear your seatbelts.
27th April 2010
After a recent crack down on the wearing of seat belts
a number of people were found not to be wearing one.
Considering the research and statistics known about
the consequences of not wearing a seat belt when
involved in a collision, it really was disappointing to see
how the lives of adults and the smallest of children are
being put at risk by those not willing to click a belt on.
Its a £60 pound fixed penalty if your caught and Police
patrols will continue to be on the look out for those who
don't wear one.

In January 2009, Central Scotland Police
increased the number of officers working in
our community teams with a view to
improving the service we provide to our
communities. Since then, we have
concentrated our efforts on identifying and
addressing the issues of most concern
within communities.
This has been done using the PACT (Police
and Communities Together) process which
involves community officers consulting
widely within their communities to identify
and agree priority issues which they then
focus on alongside our partner agencies
until the matters are resolved.
A vital part of this process is ensuring that
our community officers are in the right place
at the right time and that communities are
regularly updated as to the work that is
being undertaken to address the priorities
which have been agreed. We do this in a
number of ways including regular
attendance at community meetings, via the
local media and through the 'my area'
pages on our website
www.centralscotland.police.uk
Since the introduction of the PACT process,
overall recorded crime within the Central
Scotland Police area has continued to fall
and we currently have one of the best crime
clear up rates in the country. This is clearly
excellent news however we recognise that
these are not the only ways in which our
performance is measured and that people
continue to be affected by issues specific to
the area in which they live, work or visit.
Our primary focus is to reduce crime and
the fear of crime within our communities
and it is vital that the service we deliver
meets the needs and expectations of the
communities we serve. We strive to enjoy
the trust and confidence of all our
communities and that is why the PACT
process has been designed to identify and
address the issues which matter most to
you.  We are looking to obtain the views of
people in local communities about our
efforts in this regard.
In order to measure the impact of the
changes we have introduced and help tailor
the service we deliver in the future, we invite
you to complete an online questionnaire at
www.surveymonkey.com/s/YMHHF8F
and follow the instructions given.
If you have any questions or comments
about this study, we would be happy to talk
with you. You can contact  our  Policy,
Strategy and Quality department by phone
on 01786 456324.
Thank you in advance for taking the time to
complete the survey.

Kind Regards
Gordon Samson
Chief Superintendent
Communities Policing

PACT
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There will be a number of Health Walks running
around the Aberfoyle area from 18:30 until 19:30.
Active Stirling and the National Park are working
in partnership to provide walking opportunities,
increase health awareness and promote social inclusion.
If you would like to attend any of these walks please meet at the
Aberfoyle Discovery Centre at 18:30 or there will be a mini-bus
running from Callander Meadows from 18:00 with space for 12.
(Book with National Park Ranger Craig Walker on 01389722113)
Dates and routes are
26th May Lochan Spling Walk:  Meet at Trossachs Discovery
Centre at 18:30 or Callander Meadows at 18:00 for Mini-Bus.
23rd June Doune Hill Circular Walk: at Trossachs Discovery
Centre at 18:30 or Callander Meadows at 18:00 for Mini-Bus.
21st July Dounans Forest Walk: at Trossachs Discovery
Centre at 18:30 or Callander Meadows at 18:00 for Mini-Bus.
18th August Faerie Knowe Walk: at Lemahamish FCS Car Par
at 18:30 or Callander Meadows at 18:00 for Mini-Bus.

Or to put it another way, what would
you prefer to receive?
Local business women Caroline
Carranza has made sure that
whatever your answer she has the
solution.     Caroline owns and runs
the local tourism website
Trossachs.co.uk and for the 2nd
year running she has produced and
given away 20,000 postcards
showing local scenes and tourism
businesses.
Not only has Caroline gone to the
trouble of creating the postcards but
she has also distributed them free of
charge to accommodation providers
in the National Park.   All she has
asked in return is that they in turn
give them away to their guests
ensuring that they are posted all
over the world.
 Asked why as a web site designer
she was giving away postcards,
Caroline replied “the internet is
great, but there is nothing nicer than
receiving a postcard and showing it
off to your friends and family. Due to
the success of last year’s postcards
(and in response to numerous
requests for more postcards) we
decided to create another set of
postcards, but with a different set of
images.”
Living in Aberfoyle, she is a long
time supporter and lover of the Loch
Lomond and Trossachs National
Park, Caroline hopes that her
postcards not only encourage
visitors to come to the area, but that
they also encourage people to
extend their stay (and on returning
home) they talk about the unspoilt
beauty and tranquillity of the Loch
Lomond and Trossachs National
Park to their friends and family.
Caroline thinks it’s especially
important that in these difficult
trading times everyone does their
bit in promoting the area and giving
that little extra away. She continues
this attitude in her website
Trossachs.co.uk where every month
they have a competition with the
chance to win a break in the
National Park, along with a range of
runner-up prizes.
Caroline explains, “Every month we
are generously donated prizes by
local businesses who simply want to
raise their profile. We always have

a high value main prize and 10
runner-up prizes and they are
always given with no strings
attached.   We use a random
computer program to choose the
winners; for me the best bit is letting
people know they have won”.  Last
months prize was a 2 night dinner
bed and breakfast break with
cocktails and wine for 2 at the Ardlui
Hotel on Loch Earn, this month’s it
is a weeks self catering in Luss
worth £600!
The postcards being distributed
(see image) depict scenes and
attractions such as the SS Sir
Walter Scott on Loch Katrine, Go
Ape at the David Marshall Lodge in
Aberfoyle, Blair Drummond Safari
Park. Glengoyne Distillery & the
Callander Jazz Festival.
Her postcard initiative links in with
Caroline’s Trossachs.co.uk website,
which includes information on the
area. Caroline said that she hoped
her website features, such as the
Free Accommodation finder and
What’s On guide would help bring
people to the area.   She added

“Rather than visitors passing through
the area on the way to somewhere
else, I want to encourage visitors to
stay longer in the area and use it as
a base to visit other parts of Scotland.
I also want to encourage local
people to explore and discover the
many attractions on their doorstep”.
So far this year the website has
already had 5 million hits, a figure
which shows how much interest
there is in the area.
Caroline added: “This is a great
start for 2010 and based on the
feedback we are receiving I am
confident that this is a sign of great
things to come for the tourism
industry in the Loch Lomond and
Trossachs National Park.”
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And has he roved!  In early April, staff from
your Strathard News attended the launch
(appropriate – it was on the water – and on a
boat!) of a programme of events being held in
the Trossachs in honour of the 200th
anniversary of Sir Walter Scott’s epic poem,
‘The Lady Of The Lake’, and which is based in
and around Loch Katrine, the ‘Lake’ in
question.
From June to October this year, many cultural
and literary events coordinated by the
National Park will take place throughout the
Trossachs and further afield.  There will be the
‘Chase’ – a Lady Of The Lake themed cycling
and running event which follows the original
route of the stag chase in the poem.  In
addition, a series of walks and outdoor
activities including a new Art and Literary Trail
at Loch Katrine will be launched along
with many other activities, full details of
which will be available shortly.  It has to
be added, with local knowledge, that the
Forestry, including the David Marshall
Lodge, are also putting on events to
mark this anniversary.
The initial launch was held on the SS
Waverley at Pacific Quay in Glasgow
and was a convivial and informative
morning.  Among those speaking was
Bruce Crawford, MSP and the musician
Phil Cunningham who will be composing
a special piece of music for Scottsland.
He did describe his journey to the
paddle steamer that morning:

‘So what’s on at the Waverley today then, big
man?’ asked his taxi driver.
‘We’re launching a big celebration of Sir
Walter Scott,’ said Phil.
‘Oh, aye, he was a great player,’ said the driver.
‘I took the wee fella to see his statue once.’
‘The one in George Square?’ asked a puzzled
Phil.
‘Naw, the one outside Old Trafford,’ said the
driver.
So that’s one guy that will be coming to the
Trossachs this summer hoping to learn more
about Sir Matt Busby.
It was an enjoyable get-together to promote
an exciting summer season for the Trossachs
and your reporter is as enthusiastic as the
next man (or woman) at the prospect.  Only
thing is I had one or two reservations about

the launch – small
ones, mind – but
they did niggle.
Firstly, it was not held in the
Trossachs, or to be more specific, Loch
Katrine, but on the Waverley in Glasgow.
Admittedly, it could have been further afield,
say Waverley Station in Edinburgh.
Secondly, the photo shoot of the Lady of the
Lake in full highland dress was shot on the
Clyde with the Waverley and the breathtaking
Glasgow skyline as a backdrop – not quite
Loch Katrine and the mountains one might
expect.
Thirdly (Okay, I know it’s more than two!),
mention was made, quite naturally, of Loch
Katrine, of Inversnaid, even of Callander in
the launch, but not one mention of Aberfoyle

or Loch Ard, both well known to Scott
afficionados.  A little thing or three,
perhaps, but to a local, it did grate a bit.
Nevertheless, one will put such quibilings
aside and, like everyone else, resident and
visitor alike, enjoy this series of events in
our backyard.   And finally, an excerpt from
the poem:
‘The summer
dawn’s reflected hue
To purple changed
Loch Katrine blue;
Mildly and soft the
western breeze
Just kissed the lake,
Just stirred the trees.’

ScottsLand!
Celebrate The Language Of The Landscape!
By Your Roving Reporter

� Sir Walter Scott was born in Edinburgh in 1771.
� Lady of the Lake proved to be the catalyst for Tourism Scotland today. Walter Scott’s

depiction of a romantic, scenic and heroic Scotland in Lady of The Lake transformed peoples
perceptions of the Scottish landscape and sparked the first surge in tourism.  Until this point,
the country was thought to be barbaric, barren and inhospitable to those in England and beyond.
� Hail to the Chief is the music most commonly associated with the President of The United

States.  The music was written to accompany verses of Lady of The Lake.  Recently, Hail to
the Chief had its biggest worldwide audience when it was used at President Obama’s
inauguration.
� Lady of the Lake (1810) marked the pinnacle of Scott's popularity as a poet. With 25,000

copies of the book sold in eight months, it broke all records for the sale of poetry and Scott's
fame spread beyond Great Britain to Europe and the United States. As part of ScottsLand,
the book will be re-launched and will once again be available through Amazon, Waterstone’s
and other specialist book retailers. The Rt Hon Alex Salmond MSP has written the foreword
for the new edition
� The Stewart Memorial Fountain in Kelvingrove Park was built to commemorate the

establishment, by Provost Stewart, of Glasgow’s fresh water supply from Loch Katrine. It
features imagery from the Lady of the Lake poem including the lady herself standing a top the
central column.
� In 1786/7 Scott visited the Highlands on business and met a client of his father who had once

fought a duel with Rob Roy.  Around this time Scott also met Robert Burns for the first and
only time.
� Tartan:  Scott organised the visit of King George IV to Edinburgh in 1822.  The spectacular

tartan pageantry that Scott had concocted made tartan fashionable and turned it into a
national symbol; further establishing Scotland’s cultural identity.
� Scott is credited with rescuing the Scottish banknote. In 1826, there was outrage in

Scotland at the United Kingdom Parliament’s attempt to prevent the production of banknotes
of less than five pounds. Scott wrote several letters to the Edinburgh Weekly Journal under
the pseudonym "Malachi Malagrowther" for retaining the right of Scottish banks to issue their
own banknotes.   This provoked such a response that the government was forced to relent
and allow the Scottish banks to continue printing pound notes.  This campaign is
commemorated by his continued appearance on the front of all notes issued by the Bank of
Scotland.
� From ‘Marmion’ by Sir Walter Scott comes the often misquoted lines:
 Oh! What a tangled web we weave
 When first we practise to deceive!

Walter Scott is celebrated in Glasgow by a statue built in 1837 on an 80-foot (24 m) high
column in the centre of George Square . He is celebrated in Edinburgh by the naming of
Waverley Station and the building of the Scott monument.
� Scott wrote Waverley and other novels anonymously.   The unnamed author became known

as The Wizard Of The North.
� Scott began studying classics at the University of Edinburgh in November 1783 aged 12
� Fredrick Douglass, the famous slavery abolitionist, got his surname from a Lady of the Lake

character when he escaped from slavery.  His friend had been reading the poem and
proposed the name Douglass.
� Sir Walter Scott is mentioned by other authors in literature.  In Huckleberry Finn Mark Twain

names a sinking boat ‘Walter Scott’ and in To Kill a Mockingbird, Jem is made to read Walter
Scott's book Ivanhoe.  He refers to the author as "Sir Walter Scout", in reference to his own
sister's nickname.

Sir Walter Scott – The Facts (and Features!)

www.scottsland.co.uk

For more details of the events
programme visit the website.
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Thursdays 6-7pm
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall

Class cost £4
Call Linda on 07775990649

for more information (Over 16s only)

Ditch the Workout, Join the Party!!

ABERFOYLE POST OFFICE

Shop OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Mon-Sat. 8.00 -5.30; Sun.11.00 – 5.30.
P.O.  OPEN: 9.00am, Mon-Sat; Close 5.30pm, (Wed-4pm; Sat–1pm)

Travel Money?
Travel Insurance?
Vehicle Tax Disc?
Free cash withdrawals from
most major bank accounts?

We can help - you’ll be amazed at our services

The Salvation Army in Stirling is opening a furniture recycling
project in May this year.
We will be selling donated items such as suites, tables, soft
furnishings, electrical and white goods etc.
Any unwanted items of household furniture etc will be gratefully
received, please phone the number below to arrange for
collection or drop them into the project. Please do not leave
anything outside the project as it may be stolen, and if it is
unsuitable then it will incur a cost for us to dispose of it.
Opportunities for work experience and volunteering include:
Van driver/helper: we have a paid van driver who will be
responsible for the van and the helper, but we would like to have
volunteers/work experience people who would be willing to drive
and help too.
Showroom sales personnel: we have volunteering
opportunities in the furniture showroom to help and advise
customers.
Shop Personnel: we  also have  shop selling soft furnishings
clothing etc.
Administration: to help with stock sheets, pricing, general office
duties.
Workshop technicians: Clean and repair of furniture, PAT
testing electrical goods.
Full training will be given.
All reasonable out of pocket expenses covered.
All enquiries to:
Sandra Clements, Project Manager,
The Valley
Salvation Army Furniture Recycling Project
Unit 8, IMEX Business centre
Craigleith, Stirling FK7 7WU
Tel:  01786 479262

Furniture Recycling Project
The Blue Cross foster scheme in Scotland are looking for a home for a
really special dog. Moss is a 6 year old Weimaraner x Labrador. She was
very thin and nervous
when she came into
the foster scheme and
her foster carer in
Callander has brought
her on in leaps and
bounds.
Moss lived outdoors for
the past 3 years and so
she had to begin toilet
training again but this
has gone very well as
she is such an
intelligent and eager to
please girl. She does
not like being left alone
and we do have a
training plan in place to
increase the time she
is left. However, this is something an adopter will have to continue.
She is a very affectionate, 'ready to please' girl but she can be strong on
the lead, especially when a scent takes her fancy. Initially she had been
a little bit 'all over the place' when walking but with the aid of a ‘gentle
leader’ her walking on leash is improving.
Moss is very submissive to other dogs but does enjoy playing with them
once she knows them. She could be rehomed with a friendly dog but
would chase cats or small furries. She tends to jump up on people so we
feel would be better with an adult only home or with children aged 12+.
Children could not walk her unsupervised because, as
we mentioned, she can be strong on the lead.
Moss really does deserve a 5 star home where she
can get lots of attention, walks and be with someone
who has experience with dogs who will continue her
training. She is being fostered in the Callander area.
If interested in adopting Moss, please call 0300 456
8500.

5 Star home wanted!
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National Park News
By Owen McKee

The final date for the Local Plan consultations
has now passed and 268 submissions have
been received. The team will now work through
these with the aim of bringing their
recommendations to the Park Board for the
June meeting. Initial scrutiny indicates that there
are a few objections which will require a bit of
negotiation. These are mainly concerned with
housing and tourism development sites and
reflect the fear of some communities that they
could suffer from overdevelopment. Callander,
the Park's largest settlement , is a case in point.
And the question always arises as to why there
should be any development at all. What drives
this need ?   Take housing. When the Park
Authority started the consultation we visited
each of our  communities to find out what was
important to them and top of the list was
affordable housing. Additionally local authorities
have a statutory duty to prepare a Local
Housing Strategy and they too found that there
was considerable need for housing.
The need and demand was there so the Local
Plan tries to provide . But as always the difficulty
is to find the ideal site. In providing housing care
has to be taken to ensure that the infrastructure
can cope. Schools, medical facilities, water,
sewage, transport etc have all to be taken into
account. Hence the proposal to concentrate
development in settlements where the facilities
are in place or can be accommodated. And this
will all be taken into account when sifting
through the objections.
As I highlighted in the last issue of the Strathard
News   there are concerns as to how the Local

Plan deals with the development of renewable
energy schemes. Will Wind Farms mushroom
across the Park? The simple answer is no but
with the renewable targets in place
consideration has to be given to any
applications submitted. The Local Plan and the
Renewables Supplementary Guidance lets
applicants see what is required. To date there
have been no applications for Wind Farms in
the Park. However there has been a goodly
number of Run of The River Hydro Scheme
proposals and some of these have been
approved. You may recently have seen in the
national press that approval had been given to
the proposal in Glen Falloch for four connected
schemes which are scheduled to produce
enough electricity to power over 4000 homes.
One difficulty that these schemes face is
connection to the National Grid. In that respect
the Glen Falloch Scheme was particularly
fortunate in that the power line in Glen Falloch
had recently been upgraded and there is
currently being constructed an interconnector
substation at Inverarnan to cope with an
anticipated flow from  Wind Farm shemes that
have been approved in Argyll and the West
Coast.
With the amount of forestry in the area it would
not surprise me if at some stage an application
is submitted for a biomass scheme. To date the
only biomass scheme being discussed is in the
Killin area and the applcant there has outlined
his proposal to the community there. One of the
points that have arisen is that the scheme will
limit its wood supply area to a thirty mile radius

of the plant. In addition to the environmental
consideration of retricting transport polution the
proposed supply area ensures that there are
local employment benefits in wood harvesting.
This year sees the potential for some
considerable change in membership of the Park
Board. The numbers will reduce from  the
current authorised figure of 25 to 17  on 1st
October. This month  interviews will be held to
select the six members to appointed by the
Minister  .   The Local Auithorites are in the
process of putting forward their   six nominees
with Stirling Council allocating 2 (down from the
current 4). The directly elected number remains
at 5 and the election process started on 6th May
when nominations papers were available.
Nominations have to be submitted to the
Returning Officer , Bob Jack, Chief Executive of
Stirling Council by 26th May . It will be a postal
ballot and ballot papers will be forwarded to all
those on the electoral roll for the Park
communities during June. Completed ballot
papers have to be with the Returning Officer by
4.0pm on the 1st of July. The count will take
place at National Park HQ on the evening of 1st
July.
 I will be standing again for election.

As always I can be contacted as follows:
Post:      Taigh Na Bhuth,
              Lochearnhead,
              FK19 8PR
Phone:    01567 830214
email:
owen@thevillageshop.fsbusiness.co.uk

If you’ve ever wanted to have your say in looking
after and protecting some of Scotland’s most
iconic landscapes, Loch Lomond & The
Trossachs National Park Authority needs new
locally-elected board members for 2010.
The Park Authority is looking for board members
to represent five wards across the National Park
(Cowal and North Loch Lomond, Breadalbane
and the Trossachs, Callander, East Loch
Lomond and Port of Menteith and West Loch
Lomond and Balloch). Local residents will have
the chance to influence how the National Park is
managed. Locally-elected members bring to the
board the valuable understanding and
perspective of the Park’s local businesses and
communities but will also champion, represent
and help deliver Park Authority objectives in the
wards they represent.
The board meets regularly to make strategic
decisions about how the Authority fulfils its role
in delivering the four National Park aims,
including balancing the requirements for
conservation and socio-economic development
within the Park area. Individual members will
also get involved in other activities such as:
� Achieving the Park’s objectives in conservation,

visitor experience and rural development
� Taking decisions on planning and

development control
� Financial monitoring
� Representing the National Park Authority

externally
� Acting as champions for the Park and the

Authority
Overseeing the development, approval and
monitoring of the Corporate and Business Plans
Contributing to the leadership and strategic
direction of the National Park
The election process will start on 5 May when a
Notice of Election will appear in local and
national press, giving details of how to stand.

Candidates have to be over 21 and needn’t be
resident in the Park or in the ward in which they
wish to stand. If more than one candidate stands
in a ward, a postal ballot will be held, with papers
being issued on or around 10 June 2010. The
count will be held on 1 July at National Park HQ
in Balloch. Bob Jack, Chief Executive of Stirling
Council has been appointed as Returning Officer
to organise the election on behalf of the Authority.
Appointments commence on 1 July 2010 for a
period of four years. New board members will
receive induction training. Mandatory training in
planning matters will also be provided for all
members.
For more information on the role of board
members visit www.lochlomond-
trossachs.org/looking-after/national-park-
elections-2010 or contact Sheila McLean at
Stirling Council on 01786 443297 or Michelle
MacDonald on 01786 442599
Election Timetable
On or before Wednesday 5 May 2010:
Publication of Notice of Election.
From Thursday 6 May to 4.00pm on Wednesday
26 May 2010: Delivery of nomination papers.
From Thursday 6 May to 4.00pm on Wednesday
26 May 2010: Delivery of notices of withdrawal
of candidature.
By 5.00pm on Wednesday 26 May 2010: Absent
voters must apply to Electoral Registration
Officer by this date.
By 4.00pm on Thursday 27 May 2010:
Publication of statement of persons nominated.
Thursday 10 June 2010: Ballot papers to be sent
out.
By Thursday 24 June 2010: Notice of
appointment of counting agents to be given by
the candidate to the Returning Officer by this date.
Thursday 1 July 2010: Date of Poll
(Ballot papers to be returned by 4.00pm, Count
in the evening)

National Park Local Board member Elections

Bathroom Suite Installations

Gas & LPG High Efficiency Boilers
Wet Electric Heating Systems

Landlord Certificates / Gas Safety Checks
FREE ESTIMATES     NO JOB TOO SMALL

Gas Safe Registered Engineer

T 01360 440144 M 07754 521213

Plumbing Installations - New & Renovations

Endrick
P L U M B I N G
&  H E A T I N G

Wester Ballat Steadings, Balfron Station, Glasgow G63 0SH

Boiler Servicing & Repair
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The breeding season is
well under way by now
and as always we are
hoping for a good
season.  Nick, our site

manager, carried out the first of his three
early morning visits to the reserve in early
April and already just about all the usual
suspects had arrived.  There were several
singing pied flycatchers, 7 singing redstarts,
willow warblers and tree pipits, all we
are really waiting for at this
point are the wood warblers.
The swallows have taken up
residence in the garrison barn again
this year and our intrepid pair of
oystercatchers look like they are going to
nest on the remains of the garrison again
this year.   One exciting sighting for Nick
was a peregrine falcon sitting on some
crags on the loch side of the reserve; we don’t
know if it was part of a breeding pair just yet
but we are hopeful as the habitat is perfect for
them.  Sightings of golden eagles have been
low so far this year but we are hopeful that
they will successfully breed again this year,
same with the ravens.  We have had no such
problems with the black grouse however; you
can’t help but notice them and it looks like yet

again this year we will have an increase in
numbers.  In fact our grouse are now media
stars after an event on the reserve to show
people from Famous Grouse what some of
the money they donate to the RSPB from the
sales of their Black Grouse whisky does.  The
birds did not disappoint and put on a great
show for the dignitaries and the journalists
who accompanied them culminating in an
article in the Sunday Herald on 25th April

(you can find the article online if you
missed it!).  They even

discovered a new lekking
site with eight birds on it,
showing that we really are
working hard on the reserve
to make it as good for
wildlife as we possibly can.
Between the monitoring of

all of our reserves across Central
Scotland, writing our annual reports, staff
training courses and planning work
programmes for the rest of the year there
hasn’t been much time to actually get out
onto the reserve to do some proper work (one
failed attempt to move the lovely oak benches
to the nature trail where they are to be
installed really doesn’t count!), we are just
waiting for some good weather (we’re fed up

with getting wet) and then we’ll be out there
doing all he odd jobs that keep getting put to
the side.  We will also hopefully have time to
finalise our events programme for the
summer on the reserve.  Based around the
hotel we are planning to run a series of short
guided walks around the nature trail, showing
people the fabulous sights and sounds of the
reserve, some slide shows and talks about
the reserve as well as the work the RSPB
carries out across the whole country and the
fabulous wildlife you can see across the
country.  Dates have yet to be confirmed but
we will be advertising them locally in the run
up to each event so if you are interested in
coming along then please do keep an eye out
for our posters or if you see one of us on the
reserve then just flag us down and we’ll be
happy to fill you in on when things are
happening.  Hope to see some you there!

Congratulations go to Fraser and his wife
Tabi after the birth of their son, Ruaridh, on
April 5th.  All of the Lamont family are doing
well and the rest of the Central Scotland
Reserves team wish them all the best.

Allison Leonard
Central Scotland Reserves, Assistant Warden.

Inversnaid Reserve

Oystercatcher

of the Trossachs
Taste

South Car Park, LOCH LUBNAIG
2½ miles north of Callander on the A84

� Extensive Menu
� Lots of Scottish Produce

New Catering Trailer

Open 7 Days a Week
from 2nd April, Good Friday

Look forward to
seeing you there!

new

I read somewhere recently, concerning the
current election campaign news, that the
Tory party was apparently proposing that
people prepared to get married should be
given an allowance.  I didn’t catch all of it,
possibly because of electioneering
overload, but I was under the impression
that a sum of £3 a week was suggested.
Now I don’t understand it and I really need
some help with this.
It seems to me that you either fancy each
other or you don’t.  You either wish to spend
your life together or, alternatively, you can’t
wait to see the back of him/her.  Either way
is £3 going to make that much of a
difference to your decision?  For that
meagre sum are you really prepared to put
up with the possibility of a mother-in-law
modelled on Vlad, The Impaler?  Are these
politicians serious?  And what of those
already married?  Could we get a ‘quickie’
divorce then remarry – to the same partner,
of course – and therefore be eligible for this
cash handout?  I like it already!
Then again, this brings me neatly to another
point and it could be a vote winner for the
political party that proposes it.  Fine, give
couples prepared to marry a cash sum.  But
how about backdating it?  No, think about it!
It could be a clincher.  Say every couple that
got married in the last 40 years received an
amount in the region of £3 a week for that
length of time.  What a stoater!  Bermuda
here I come!  Ah, of course, I’d have to take
the wife.  Well, in every life a little rain, etc.
Whilst on the subject of marriage, I have had
a thought (steady, my son!)   possibly

affecting most husbands over a period of
time and that is the desire to re-marry.  I
agree it is shocking but please, bear with
me.  It’s not that we dislike our present
wives, it’s just that they have heard the tales
from our youth so many times they can
recite it verbatim.  Ladies, you have no idea
how demeaning that is.  Imagine; you are
driving down the road with the missus when
you smell the aroma of silage from the fields
(steady, I did say silage!).  Before you can
say how you remember, from your
schooldays when you worked on a farm and
the smell reminded you of the stewed
apples and custard which your
mother used to give you, she,
your wife, has repeated the
recollection, word for word,
echoing you.  Then on another
day you hear an old tune on the
car radio, the only time you
listen together, sadly, and in
your case (younger husbands
will have more recent
memories).  It is ‘Telstar’ by the
Tornados but before you can
say ‘I remember this!’ she has
interjected with ‘Yes, yes, you
used to ice skate to this at –
now where was it? – oh, yes,
Crossmyloof Ice Rink in
Glasgow!’  And you say,
stupidly, did I tell you this
before? And she sighs (oh, how
they can sigh!) and says yes,
you have told me – many times.

That is the very reason why we men should
marry again.  It is so that we can recount the
tales and triumphs of our youth to a woman
who listens to our sagas, staring at us
adoringly, having never heard these tales
before.  I did suggest this to my wife the
other day.  ‘Yes, yes,’ she said in that weary
voice that only patient women can master,
‘’You have mentioned this before – and often.’
But there is a glimmer of light at the end of
a very long tunnel.  I could relate the tales
of my youth once more – and get paid £3 a
week for it.
What is a man to do?

   By Dougie MacPherson

The Marriage Stakes
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Renault Megane 1.5 DCi Expression 105 5dr (04/54)
117,000 Miles, In Blue

£2,995

Renault Megane 1.4 Expression 5dr  (01/51) 61,000
Miles, In Silver

£1,450

Renault Modus 1.4 Dynamique (06/06) In Burgundy
Metallic, 15,000 Miles, FSH, As New

£4,995

Toyota Hi-Lux 2.5 D4D HL2 Double Cab (06/56) In
Red, 48,000 Miles

£8750 + VAT

Ford Focus 1.6 LX 5dr (06/56) In Blue, 21,000 Miles,
FSH

£6,150

Nissan Navara D/Cab 2.5 DCi SE (05/55) In Green,
65,000 Miles

£7,250 + VAT

Vauxhall Astra 1.4 Life 5dr (06/56) In Silver, 24,000
Miles

£5,950

VEHICLES FOR SALE

IF YOUR CAR OR VAN NEEDS A SERVICE OR MOT PLEASE
PHONE KENI OR SHEENA ON 01786 850500

WE PROVIDE AN UPLIFT AND DROP-OFF SERVICE

Janefield, Ruskie, Stirlingshire FK8 3LG
Tel: 01786 850500

Mob: 07977 133503  Fax: 01786 850555
Email: directvehicleopt@aol.com  www.directvehicleoptions.co.uk

We are Open: Mon-Sat 8:00-20:00 Sun by Appointment

*Images for illustration purposes only.
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Tel. 01877 382 400
Mob 07989 746617

Ask for Andrew
Braeval Old Mill, Braeval

1. House and estate clearances. Every contact is

made with total discretion, confidentiality and courtesy,

at a time to suit the client.  Properties cleared will be

left secure, swept and tidy.

2. I buy individual items.
3. I wish to purchase the following items:

• Old jewellery (even broken items)

• Old wind up watches and clocks (even if broken)

• Old war medals

• Old coins and banknotes

• Old silver and plated items, including old cutlery

• Old bagpipes, Dirks and skean dhus

• Old swords, knives, pistols and rifles

• Old musical boxes

• Old toys

• General antiques

Braeval
Antiques
Braeval
Antiques

Over the last few months we have been very
busy with more and more rescues ranging
from gerbils to another donkey. The family of
gerbils - mum, dad and three babies not yet
out of the nest  came as unwanted pets. They
are all beautiful and the adults are very young
, probably brother and sister. The three babies
are now beginning to move out of the nest and
have their eyes almost open. Unfortunately
the mum will probably already be pregnant
again. The boy babies will be moved in with
their dad as soon as they are old enough, to
prevent further babes.    We will start handling
them regularly once they are more mobile.  A
new pair of  cockatiels  are living opposite our
old cockatiel Cheeky before all of them move
into a  new custom built cage.  They are called
Eragon and Saphira - I am sure several of you
will have read the book!  A new African Grey
parrot has taken up residence near Orinoco
our Orange winged Amazon parrot. Bahni is a
wonderful talker chattering throughout the day
and into the evening. He is so funny with
some of the words  he comes out with. He is
very affectionate allowing lots of cuddles but
it is very disconcerting because he was born
with a deformity to his neck which means he
is capable of standing with his neck on ‘upside
down’.   He can stand correctly but then twists
his head around! Three beautiful parakeets

are now with our other small birds also in
lovely big custom built cages allowing them all
to fly short distances. We lost one chinchilla
but another was rescued along with three
Syrian hamsters yet to be named . One of the
hamsters has gone to be looked after by a
young volunteer and has been named Pepper.
This  little hammy was born with only three
legs but manages fine. Amongst the larger
‘wee furries’  we have taken in several rabbits
but also several have died mostly due to
abscesses in their mouths. This is a regular
occurrence and can be due to incorrect
feeding from an early age though the problem
may also be genetic. Our newest equine is a
beautiful jenny yearling donkey we have
named Wee Dumpling. She will be a friend for
our own yearling Mowgli the mini Shetland.
She  came from Ireland; one of a group of
donkeys in poor condition all now rehomed.
She is very thin, lice ridden and has matted
coat and sores on her legs. Her feet are in
need of attention being very long. For all her
problems she is a very trusting soul and we
will make haste slowly as usual winning her
affection and returning her to the condition
she deserves  be in.
We have been very lucky in being awarded
£4500 from the Awards for All Lottery Fund
allowing us to replace our old presentation

equipment used
for community and
school  talks  and
also buy new
volunteer
equipment that
until now we have
had to borrow
when needed or make do. We are very
grateful to those that made it possible.
The fundraising season is upon us again and
a full programme of events throughout the
spring, summer and autumn is now up and
running. We will be at Milngavie, Stirling,
Perth and Ayr Dobbies and also BASC,
Drymen show, Gargunnock show, Kippen
Fayre, Fintry Fling,  Doune and Dunblane
Show, Bearsden Highland Games, Callander
Highland Games, and many more events
further afield and hope to see many of you at
one or two. Please come and meet the
Therapy dogs and us you will be very
welcome.
Volunteers are always needed as the animal
numbers keep growing. If you feel you would
like to help with the animals or with
fundraising please give me a ring.

Tel - Mione  - 07748 351287
Thank you

Welcome to the news from Glendrick Roost

In its third year as a top local music event, The
House Folk will be bringing top performing
artists to Strathard  in the most intimate  of
venues, MacGregor's Barn, for traditional
music and jamming sessions. This year’s bill has
the Clydesiders, Chris Stout, Fred Morrison,
Gleusda,  Burns Duet and Gaberlunzie
entertaining us over three nights. There will also
be jamming sessions after the 2nd and 3rd
concert nights. If you are bored of the telly on the
cold winter nights of 25th - 27th November and
enjoy live music, then come along for the craic`!

Saturday 12th June 2010
Theme: Musicians
12.15 – Village Square
Crowning of Gala Queen
and procession to Field

12.30 – Field
Fancy Dress Competition

followed by Dog Show
Giant Inflatable Slide Bouncy Castle

Tea Tent with Home Baking
Beer Tent

Races  Welly Throwing  Bash the Rat
Variety of Stalls
And of course

THE TUG O’ WAR !!

Full ticket and concert details to follow.
To register an interest for the e-program
and subscribe to the festival, email
info@greattimescotland.com
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I am delighted to
report three recent
additions to the
David Marshall
Lodge ‘family’.
Reading from left to
right in the photo,
we first of all have
Robert Fraser-
Binns, who hails
from Wensleydale
in Yorkshire.
Robert has been
employed through
a partnership

agreement with the RSPB and the Forestry Commission as Central
Scotland Information and Education Officer. His remit will include an
intense level of delivery toward group bookings seeking talks on our
Ospreywatch activities during the summer programme.
Chris Watterson, from Stirling, as Visitor Centre Maintenance
Support Worker, has been tasked to ensure the paths and trails are
kept in a safe condition and that the grounds of the Lodge remain in
prim order, which is a vital, yet time-consuming role, the importance
of which cannot be underestimated.
Some of you may remember David Cowan, on the right, from last
year, as this is his second period as Seasonal Visitor Centre
Assistant. To date, David’s performance in his duties has been
extremely impressive, and he has high hopes of securing a full-time
career position with The Commission.
Indeed, all three have shown an aptitude, and willingness to learn, in
their particular roles, and, quite apart from the fact the level, and
quality, of customer services has been heightened, their natural
youthful enthusiasm has also brought a freshness to the Lodge.

A View from the Lodge!
Contributions welcome. Contact David Wilkie on 01877 382258 or email clubs@strathardnews.com

Courtesy of John McKinlay

DML Notice Board

Working for a Better World
“Green Horizon” is an
environmental group run by
Scottish Muslims who aim to bring
Muslims from the city out to the
countryside to improve their
physical, mental, and spiritual well
being. One of the primary aims of
the group is to make the
countryside accessible to all
members of the community, such
as the disabled and elderly, which
is why they are working in
partnership with ‘Kitiba’, an
organisation which specialises in
making Islamic texts accessible to
the blind. The group also aims to
develop environmental awareness
from an Islamic perspective and
promote community cohesion
both among Muslims and in the
wider Scottish society.
Muslims recognise that our
environment is a blessing from
God, and that they should protect
it by using the resources that have
been provided in a moderate and
balanced way. Recent research
has shown, however, that ethnic
minority groups, including

Muslims, retain a desire to visit the
countryside but, for a variety of
reasons, do not do so.
Based on this, the Forestry
Commission recently invited the
group to the DML in order to
explain these opportunities are not
so difficult to attain. David
Robertson, Visitor Centre
Manager, offered presentation
talks, and our senior forest ranger,
Charlie Stewart, was on hand to
take the assembled company on a
guided walk. The Bluebell Café
also provided a buffet lunch, and
an allowance for prayer time was
also included in the itinerary.
On a personal level, I felt indeed
fortunate to play a small role in the
proceedings, and that the highly
impressive cordial atmosphere,
which remained throughout,
allowed the chance to meet many
new friends.
Special thanks go to Romena Huq
and Nadeem Shah, from the
Commission, for organising the
event, and for supplying much of
the text for this article.

Something about Easter
Despite feeling a distinct a
distinct sense of ‘Déjà vu’ as our
annual Easter Weekend
activities took hold, it was a
pleasant surprise to find my
insatiable desire for the event to
be a success has not yet waned.
Although the format rarely
deviates from time-honoured
themes, the careful ‘construction’
of these activities nonetheless
requires a fair degree of planning
and preparation, with a heavy
accent on potential health and
safety issues and delegation of
staffing duties. Strangely, once
this has been achieved, due to
the special atmosphere on hand,
we find ourselves actually taking
part in the proceedings.
By way of extending this notion,
the parents of the children who
regularly visit on Easter Sunday
are, curiously, beginning to
display a competitive attitude all of their own, especially during the
ever-popular duck races at the Waterfall of the Little Fawn. Watching
them, it is difficult to ascertain whether they are actually supporting their
offspring’s ducks or enjoying a momentary digression into their own
childhoods.
Perhaps this can also be put down to a feeling of relief…as if this
alternative provision of entertainment has offered to take a weight off
their shoulders during a demanding holiday period.
In the end, it would seem that the enjoyment to be found at Easter time
at the Lodge remains both a comforting constant, and a welcome escape.

Katie Lynn, from Gartocharn, pictured on the
 right with her sister Eilidh, was clearly happy
to find she was the lucky recipient of the
Easter Bunny Hunt raffle prize (Peter the Rabbit).

New Arrivals on the Nest

SATURDAY 22 MAY

BIODIVERSITY DAY

10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Come along to the Lodge to help mark the International Year of

Biodiversity Day. There will be wildlife displays and a range of

children’s activities. Included is the opportunity to book a

minibus tour to a water vole release site and take part in some

simple survey work to look for signs of these elusive creatures.

This event is free, but places are extremely limited for the bus trip.

SUNDAY 20 JUNE

HEELSTER GOWDIE

2.30 P.M.
The band is back on stage for another fine afternoon’s

entertainment. Try not to miss this.

KIDS SUMMER NATURE CLUB

Saturday 3,10,17,24 & 31 July

Advance bookings are already being considered for this ever-

popular event. Please contact the Lodge for further details on

01877 382 258.

A comprehensive events brochure for the 2010 season is also

available, on request.
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All for One
I have always felt myself to be extremely fortunate, during my working
life at the DML, to be witness to an astonishing variety of events. My
singular regret, however, is that I never took the time to record my
involvement in a day-to day diary format. My overall memories will
remain, of course, but particulars are, sadly, becoming ever more
blurred with the advancement of age. Having said this, it is hard to
imagine my recollections of Friday, the ninth of April would be cast
into such a dark space.
On this day, the Lodge played host to a BBC television crew, who
arrived on the scene to record a slot for the popular prime-time ‘One
Show’ programme, based on the story of the ‘Lumberjills’ - ladies who
took over the roles of foresters during the Second World War.
Our location was chosen mainly due to the placing of a stunning
bronze statue, which was erected in their honour on the grounds in
October 2008.
The reason that this happening was so special was down in the most
part to the inclusion of three ex Lumberjills, who were invited to come
along and relay their thoughts through a series of interviews. The
ladies in question, Margaret Grant, from Dumbarton, Mary Weir, from
Glasgow and Tibby Scotland from Perth were not in the least
perturbed by the attention drawn to them. More so, they took great delight in entertaining us with tales of their experiences, particularly
‘off camera’!  Although I was both thrilled to help out in a small way and fascinated to learn the workings of a high profile media operation,
it was these anecdotes which will be forever etched in my mind. What a day!

Rangers Corner
For the first time ever, there is no poem in the Rangers
Corner. Instead, I will tell you a tale of ‘Dizzy’.
Dizzy was a kitten. Like all kittens, her appearance
epitomised the beauty of youth. Unlike all kittens,
however, her demeanour exuded an admirable air of
diplomacy for something so young, as there was not an
ounce of aggression in her tiny frame.
During her brief life, Dizzy was not only capable of
winning the hearts and minds of the residents of ‘The
Baillie’ at will, she also managed to ‘crucify’ one time-
honoured misconception by befriending all the pet dogs
in the ‘close’, who at times seemed almost in awe of her.
My personal images of Dizzy will remain memorable,
unlike the driver of the vehicle who happened upon her
as she strayed onto the Lochard Road in late April.
Although, by account, there appeared to be no malice
involved in this instance, I would beg that each and
every one of us remain vigilant, and slow down when
driving through the village, especially at peak times.
Next time, it may be a child on their way to school.
To Karen, Matt, and all the family at number 8, especially
Megan, I hope the sadness does not linger long, and that
you take extra comfort in knowing Dizzy touched us all
in her own very special way.

main street
aberfoyleguyana

unique range of arts
and crafts from
throughout the world.

extensive plant
area for all your
gardening needs.

plants,  art  and  crafts

open seven days
10 am to 6 pm

tel. 01877 382 308
enquiries@guyana.ltd.uk

www.guyana.ltd.uk

Members from
Aberfoyle Bowling Club

will be at
The David Marshall Lodge

Viewing Room
from 11am on Sunday 23rd May
and from 1pm on Sat 29th May

offering fun things to do and try whilst
promoting the healthy benefits and
social activities of our club.
We hope to encourage interest, whether
in playing or simply enjoying social
membership. Holiday visitors seeking
something local, different and healthy
for all the family are also very welcome,
even if they simply want somewhere
tranquil to enjoy their picnic lunch!
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St Mary’s Episcopal Church
Aberfoyle and Port of Menteith
Parish Church

From the Manse

‘Always look on the bright si-de of
life’. lala  lalalalalala.  So the song
goes.  Any aficionado of Monty
Python will recognize it immediately
from the film The Life of Brian.  The
tune rings round my head every time
I drive through Doune, where it was
filmed.
It is not a film beloved by some Christians, but
I think it is funny and it certainly makes a good
point about scripture. There is a scene based
on the Sermon on the Mount.  The crowds sit
round Jesus and those at the back struggle to
hear.  ‘Blessed are the peacemakers’, Jesus
says.  ‘What did he say?’ the man at the back
asks his neighbour.  ‘Something about,

“blessed are the cheese makers”’, the neighbour
replies.
The gospels were drawn from the stories
passed down by early believers to their children,
and their children’s children.  The expected end
of the world order never came, and eventually
the stories were written down for future
generations.  They are fragile documents, in
that they are based on the memories and
beliefs and subsequent experiences of the first
Christians.  No witnesses ever give quite the
same story.  No witnesses ever paint quite the
same picture, which I think makes it all so much
more interesting and persuasive.
For those who could not read, the stories were
often depicted in church in stained glass
windows.  There are some stunning windows in
Aberfoyle Parish Church, and there is a
beautiful Stephen Adam trefoil window at Port
of Menteith Kirk.  The congregation at the Port
is having to raise a considerable sum of money
to preserve it and the rest of the building.  If you
would like to help save the window you can
sponsor the stained glass at £5 a pane, visiting
the website at www.mosaicappeal.org.uk
Every picture tells a story, and there you will
see a detail of the window depicting Hope.  It is
with hope this appeal has been launched.
Perhaps you might like to help tell the story and
paint the picture for future generations.  Thank
you.

Linda

Earlier this month the directors of Strathard Community Trust were able
to embark on a fact-finding tour for the day by courtesy of a small grant
and the kindness of Aberfoyle Coaches. The first place of call was Seil,
and then a choppy ferry boat ride to Easdale, an island off the West Coast
of Argyll, a few miles south of Oban. Later the journey continued to
Ballachulish. Why though visit these places? The answer is that Easdale and
Ballachulish, in common with Aberfoyle, were major slate producers.  Alas, all
three quarries fell victim to unfavourable trading conditions and closed in the 1950s.
During the period when the quarries were active, census records show that families
moved between the three communities in search of employment. Thus there is a
common link.
As the Directors discovered, the communities visited have taken full advantage of
their heritage.  Both Seil and Easdale have set up fascinating museums, whilst
Ballachulish has opened its former quarry as a visitor attraction. All were conceived
and are now run by volunteers.
This is not to say that Aberfoyle has ignored its own considerable heritage. Louis Stott
for one has recently written a splendid booklet about the history of our quarry, and
local History Groups have hosted a number of fine speakers about our area. Others
still have taken the trouble to document via the website recent finds such as the
discovery of part of the slate railway in the former Baillie Nicol Jarvie garden.
Apart from the slate industry, there are other
interesting local topics. The beauty of the
area inspired Sir Walter Scott to write early in
the nineteenth century ‘The Lady of the Lake’
‘Scottsland’ is presently doing much to
promote this aspect of our heritage and
details of events can be found on its website.
The reading public began visiting Loch
Katrine upon which the work was set in the
nineteenth century, a fact that did not pass
unnoticed by the gentlemen responsible for
later bringing the railway to Aberfoyle. Alas,
tourist revenue was never as much as
anticipated. Thus the railway too closed
during the 1950s, but a surprising amount of
railway archaeology still exists if one knows
where to look. We have one or two items
remaining such as a replica signal and part of
the railway turntable, but surely we might do
more to recapture travel by train?
Many visitors to the area are fascinated by the work of JF Bateman, who in the middle
of the nineteenth century conceived the Loch Arklet Dam and an aqueduct together
with miles of associated engineering works. This allowed the residents of Glasgow to
enjoy clean water for the first time. Again much of these fine pioneering works still
exist for inspection and appreciation. Those interested in this and other engineering
works can look forward to an exhibition which will be based at the Tourist Information
Centre in July and August.
At about the time of these works, unusual milestones were placed by main roads.
Thanks to the efforts of members of the Milestone Society, the signs are gradually
being repainted, and have attracted renewed interest.
But long before quarries, railways and waterworks, Aberfoyle was a major stop and
river ford for drovers to the Falkirk cattle markets. The route of the Duke’s Pass today
may well have been established by these drovers with
their cattle. Certainly the Duke of Montrose took
advantage of the trade by opening the route as a toll road.
So places to see and topics of local interest are therefore
endless. Might it not be possible for the Trust to
encourage the continued preservation and development,
of our heritage by aiming to provide some form of
museum or heritage centre? The Directors of the Trust
have of course no wish to cut across or interfere with
existing heritage projects. Indeed none of the directors
have any specialist knowledge themselves, and hope
therefore that experts in various fields might be happy to
contribute to the proposed project.
So, all other things being equal, the Trust plans to hold a
Heritage Day towards the end of August in the hope of
setting the ball rolling. The thought of a museum might
prompt us all to rummage in drawers and lofts and sheds
to see what might be found to fill such a centre! Please
contact me or other members of the Trust, if you feel you
might be able to offer help or anything of interest.

Richard Grosse, Rector of St Mary’s

L to R: Richard Grosse, Peter Sunderland, Toto McLellan and Ian Marshall
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For straight-talking-honest-to-goodness
advice you can count on.

If you have a problem that you would like Aunt Aggie to advise you on
please email auntaggie@strathardnews.com, but be prepared for
her unconventional off-the-wall outlook on life.  At your own risk!

Q: Our son has just successfully finished his exams and should
be going to university in the autumn.  He now informs us that he
wishes to take what they call a ‘gap year’ travelling in the Far East
and is asking us to fund it.  We would like to help but as we have
already paid a fair amount seeing him through school and, looking
in the future, his university years, we feel that we cannot really
afford it.  We would rather he went straight to uni.  What do we do?

A: Firstly, when you say the ‘Far East’ I take it we’re not talking of
Edinburgh.  Sorry, my little joke!  To the point: it certainly is
fashionable to do the gap year and many youngsters take it, but
whether they all ask their parents to finance them, I’m not so sure.
Personally, I think your son is taking you for a ride and you, as
parents, are acting like a pair of prats.  Tell him its uni in the
autumn or ta ta the milk cow.

Q: I’ve been going out regular with a nice girl from for a few
months and I mentioned to my pal that I was going to ask her to
marry me.  He said I should think again as he’s heard she’s been
out with half the guys in Drymen.  Should I take him seriously?

A:  It could be jealousy on your friend’s part but at the end of the
day the decision is yours.  Anyway, look on the bright side.
Drymen is not that big.

BIG Lottery Fund Bid Update
Trossachs Area Community Transport
As mentioned in the March update we had just
been contacted by the BIG Lottery Fund,
which had finally started to examine our
application.  Some additional information was
requested and has now been submitted, and
the Lottery funding requested increased to
£419,387.  Our bid was successfully
'assessed' as fit to go to the Big Lottery Fund
Scotland Committee for a decision by the end of April, but funding
announcements have now been delayed until late May because of the
election!  Nothing therefore appears to be wrong in terms of the
submission being up to the required standard, so we believe it all
depends on whether that Committee likes our project.
We have in the past months been carrying out preparatory work, for
example identifying minor sources of funding, so that we will be ready if
we are fortunate enough to have a grant awarded.  At that stage we
would also need to collect in at least 5% in community contributions
before we can access the grant.  If our bid is accepted and we are
successful, the following items are in our business plan for the first year
and are what the Big Lottery Fund would require us to do:
� Reduce fuel prices to be comparable with other rural garages and

increase fuel sales to local people.
� Improve the state of repair of the buildings, assess the environmental

status of the garage site and carry out work on two fuel tanks.
� Refurbish the shop and extend the range of goods available, including

local products.
� Provide takeaway hot drinks & snacks, particularly for early morning

customers.
� Open an information area for the community in the re-developed shop,

including a transport and tourism leaflet point and a wi-fi facility.
� Services for cyclists e.g. a bike wash.
All these improvements have been derived from local feedback at the
Open Day and via the Big Lottery shop, and are aimed at supplementing
rather than competing with existing local services.  Longer term plans
beyond the scope of the current bid include re-developing the units at
the back of the garage building.  Bus, coach and workshop services
currently offered by Aberfoyle Coaches as tenants at the garage site
would continue.
Members of our charitable community company (TACT) will receive
updates by e-mail and post directly as soon as we find out the result and
it is still possible to join at any time for £1.  Membership forms can be
downloaded from www.ta-ct.org.uk or are available in Aberfoyle PO,
where they can also be returned. If you wish any information, contact
TACT on 01877 387200.

tel: 01877 387 202
mobile: 07890 331702
drew@forthvale.co.uk

CONTRACTORS
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Many people are thinking about
what they can do to be
environmentally friendly and
home composting is a great
way to be greener and save
money.   Composting can turn
your rubbish into a rich fertiliser for the soil,
helping to grow fruits, flowers and vegetables.
Composting at home will also help to reduce your
carbon footprint.   Master Composter volunteers
are trained in successful home composting
techniques and in ways to encourage others to
compost. Full training is given, so no previous
experience is necessary, just an interest in the
environment and an enthusiasm for a more
sustainable community.

About Forth Valley Master Composter Scheme
Forth Valley Master Composter Scheme is part
of a national network of Master Composter
schemes across Scotland.  The scheme aims to
increase the number of people home composting
and increase the amount of waste composted
per householder.   Subsidised compost bins are
available for purchase. There is evidence to
show that where community based support is
available, the lapse rate of home composting is
reduced.   This home composting support is
offered through a network of volunteers trained in
successful home composting techniques and
also in the art of sharing their understanding and
encouraging their local community to compost at
home.
So we are looking for a small number of people
who would like to become Master Composters
and be willing to help introduce and promote
home composting in Strathard.  Full training and
ongoing support by Forth Environment Link will
be provided - a free training session is booked
from 10am to 3.30pm on Wednesday 16th June
‘Composting Day’ during Strathard eco-week.  If
you are interested in being a Master Composter
but can’t make that time do still let us know.
Depending on take-up of places there may be
one or two also available for other folk to join in
that composting training session.  If you are
interested at all, please call the Community
Council on 387200 as soon as possible, or email
composter@strathard.org.uk and we can give
you more information.Ideally contact us in
advance to be sure of your place, but you can
also come along to the Strathard eco-week family
day in Aberfoyle Memorial Hall on Sunday 13th
June, where we will have a composting display
and you can find out more about the initiative.

IMPORTANT
Information For Advertisers

When you place an advert with the Strathard
News we will continue to run it unless you tell us
to stop or replace it.

To place/cancel an advert contact
Ian Marshall on 01877 382211
advertising@strathardnews.com

For design/alter an advert  contact
Marion Back on 01877 386222
newsdesk@strathardnews.com

SIGHTINGS
WANTED

Please email your sightings (with date, grid reference, habitat,
number of plants/animals seen and any other useful information) to
jane.jones@forestry.gsi.gov.uk Many thanks!!!

Forestry Commission Scotland
Cowal & Trossachs Forest District

Name: Anguis fragilis
Alias: Slow-worm
Characteristics: Slow-worms are burrowing lizards,
spending much of their time hiding underneath objects.
They have very few markings and have very small highly
polished scales, giving a glassy appearance. They have
the ability to shed their tails in order to escape predators.
The tail re-grows but remains smaller. The reptiles are
mostly active during twilight, but can be found basking in
the sun. Like other lizards they have small eyes with lids
that blink, have visible ears and shed their skin in patches
unlike snakes which shed the whole skin. The females give
birth to live young and slow-worms can live up to 30 years
in the wild. Adults grow to about 50cm and are completely
harmless.
Last seen: In long grass and other damp habitats, or if a
sunny day basking in the sun, otherwise hiding beneath
rocks and logs or in burrows.
Known Associates: Enjoy meals of slugs, snails and
worms. The domestic cat is one of their main predators.

Name: Milvus milvus
Alias: Red Kite
Characteristics: Medium large bird of prey with reddish
brown body and distinctive deeply forked tail. Wingspan of
about 5½ feet. Agile in flight with constant twisting of tail.
Last seen: Once common across the UK, now recovering
from national extinction with the help of one of the world’s
longest running animal protection programmes.
Known associates: Feed on carrion, worms
and small mammals. They prefer open
farmland with scattered woodlands. Long
association with humans, once common in
London. Shakespeare referred to red kites
no fewer than 15 times.

Name: Mercurialis perennis
Alias: Dog’s Mercury
Characteristics: The flowers are tiny, greenish,
on long thin stalks rising above the leaves. Separate
male and female plants, about 15-40cm tall.
Flowering March to May. Poisonous, known to
cause death when eaten, just admire.
Last seen: In woods and other shady places, an
indicator species of old and ancient woodland, even
where the trees have disappeared. Can be slow to
colonise new areas.
Known associates: A spring flower so to be
found at the same time as primrose, violet and bugle,
under ash, oak and hazel, though prefers dry, more
calcareous soil. It spreads by underground
rhizomes and can form large patches.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A MASTER
COMPOSTER FOR STRATHARD?

On Saturday May 8th, the north
branch of The Search And
Rescue Dog Association called
in at the David Marshall Lodge
as part of the Live Life
Adventurously donations
scheme run by Go Ape.
Pictured are Pat Rudram, with
Coruisk, and Stuart Haddon,
with Chivas, from SARDA
Scotland, being presented with
a £1000 cheque from Tom
Panton, Manager of Go Ape.
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Tall Tales from the Trossachs
By W.T.P.
I met up with Wullie the other day
up at the lodge where he was
sitting on one of the benches
looking down at the greatest sight
the district had to offer:  the sun
shining on the low hills to the south
of the village, their bases shrouded
in mist.  A braw sight, says I.  Aye,
says he on seeing me approach,
spring’s here again.
Do you want a coffee, says I.  Naw,
naw, says he, not here.  I’m not
one to criticise, you understand,
but let’s just say I don’t have
enough money on me.  But it’s a
grand day, he adds.
It must be hot for he’s taking his
bunnet off, a thing almost unheard
of in normal circumstances, akin to
refusing a free cup of coffee.  And
I see there’s a white band round
his forehead where his bunnet was.
I sit down aside him.  You know
what would be ideal for you, I says.
No, what’s that?
A baseball cap, says I, to keep you
cool in the summer, like those at
the golfing.  You know, that
American Masters that was on the
telly only a wee bit ago.
Oh, aye, aye, says Wullie, I
remember watching that.  A
strange thing it was.  Not like the
golfing I did as a boy, and that’s a
fact!
How so, I asks, wondering what
I’ve let myself in for.

Well, he says, if they do well, the
golfers, or some of them anyroad,
they hug their caddies.  Now I
might be a bit old fashioned, but
I’ve always just hugged women.
But maybe it’s just me.  Maybe,
nowadays it’s just the women that
shake hands.  And the way they
golfers dress…
So what’s wrong with that, man,
says I.
Ooh, nothing, nothing at all, to be
sure, says Wullie, leaning back
and sighing as if, for all the world,
he needed a coffee.  But look at it,
man, he adds.  They wear pastel
coloured jackets, fair enough, you
might say, but then it’s the loud
pyjama trousers and in one case, a
competitor (again, he does love the
big words.  He does roll them out,
vowel by vowel) had two odd shoes.
Get away, says I.
No, says he, I’ve just arrived.
(Wullie likes his wee joke, so he
does.)  But seriously, one
gentleman player wore one pink
shoe and one white.  I kid you not.
And he had another pair just like
that back home, says I.
Ach, Tam, Tam, you disappoint me
at times.
You’ve heard it before.
My mother’s heard it before, says
he.
I’m trying.
Aye, you are that.

Get your garden ready for Spring!
Advice • Grass Cutting • Maintenance • Planting

Painting Fences • huts
Hedge trimming • Pruning • Weeding

RELIABLE
Contact Robert Burns

Tel: 01877-382141
Mob: 07546-066511

ARDBUILD
All Joinery, Building
& Roofing Work
Also Slabbing
Monoblock paving

Tel:  01877 387 238
Mob:  07749 418463

e-mail: ardbuild@hotmail.com
24 hr emergency callouts

Tel: 01877 387750  Mob: 07833 466373  www.gocountry.co.uk
Go Country, Foresthills Watersport Centre, Kinlochard, FK8 3TL

go Country officially opens its waterpark season on the 1st of
April and is delighted to announce some exciting new features,
including a new climbing frame and giant multi person roller.

As well as all our existing equipment
we have installed a saturn rocker.

can you be the last to survive it?

Come along.................you'll be thrilled you did!

Recreational fire hazards
Camping, hiking, picnicking and using barbecues in the
countryside can present fire hazards.   Precautions to take in
the countryside:

�  discard lit smoking materials
�  light a fire in a wooded area or on peat soil
�  leave hot embers or ashes unattended
�  tackle a fire unless it is safe to do so

Fire Safety in the Countryside

Never

Would You Like a FREE Home Safety Check?
Email:community.safety@centralscotlandfire.gov.uk
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Weather News

Inversnaid Primary

School News
Our Beautiful Planter
Our planter has been put in to decorate the
beautiful outdoors at Inversnaid. Before the
holidays we checked out possible sites for our
planter then, when we had decided which would
be best, the planter was put in place.
Fiona McEwan came to help us plan and plant
up our planter. First we looked at all the plants
that Fiona had brought. There was ivy, heather,
daffodils, aquilegia and some others. We
planned out where the plants would go then we
took them to the planter and put them in.
Fiona had put copper bands round the legs of
the planter to keep slugs from climbing up. If
slugs touch the copper band they will get
something like an electric shock. We carefully
put in some organic slug pellets just in case
there were some slugs in with the plants. We
wanted to use organic pellets because we didn’t
want to harm any birds that might eat the slugs
after the slugs had eaten the pellets.
We also put ‘Silent Roar’ in the planter and on
the ground around it. This is made with essence
of lion dung and we have heard a rumour that
deer and goats don’t like the smell of it. We will
keep a record of the experiment.
When everything else was finished we added a
colourful windmill for decoration but
unfortunately it blew out an hour later.
Our planter is at the side of the road just before
you get to school. We hope the ‘Silent Roar’ will
do its job and keep the goats away. The local
gang of billy goat thugs caused serious damage
to our school apple trees at the end of March.
Sadly that may be the end of our orchard. We
are researching and testing out any known ways
of keeping the goats away. We welcome any
suggestions from experienced readers.

Group Days with Trossachs Primary School
Once a month we have been going to
Trossachs Primary School to work together and
do sports activities. We have done athletics,
curling, hockey, cricket, orienteering and work
with the ‘Earth Ball’ which is really colourful and
looks like a huge beach ball.
Before the Easter holidays we had a ‘Daffodil
Tea’ when we got to sell crafts and treats that we
had made.

Total rainfall for March was 220.1mm
March temperature range: Highest: 12.9°c on
20/3/10 and lowest:  -7.8°c on 2/3/10
(We were unable to collect reliable data for April
as we had a problem with the weather station in
the Easter holidays)
By the Inversnaid Team

Aberfoyle Primary
Monday 26th April saw the start of “Healthy School Week” in the school and the nursery. During
the week the children were involved in various activities, many of them supported by Active
Stirling and other outside agencies and clubs as well as the staff. The children were able to try
activities which may have been new to them and were helped to appreciate the benefits of a
healthy lifestyle. We also ran a healthy Tuck Shop every day which proved to be very popular;
in particular the cherry
tomatoes, melon and caramel
rice cakes were enjoyed.
Smoothies went down well in
the Nursery.
The following is a list of the
activities and the children’s
comments!
The week started on Monday
morning with a whole school,
nursery and staff Aerobathon
in the playground, which was
led by a dance tutor from
Active Stirling.
“It was fun, we did funny
dances and I would love to do
it again” Skye P4.   “It was
really fun, it made us smile”
Scott T. P6.

“Too hard” Emma, nursery.
An introduction to First Aid for
P4-7 by Clair Peebles of Active
Stirling.

“The First Aid was fun, we
learned C.P.R” Louis P7.
Earth Ball Games with the PE
specialist.

“The rail track game was great.
I was lying down and the ball
rolled over me. It was all
bouncy” George P1.
Parachute Games.
P1 decided that the “washing
machine and smelly sock
game” was the best. We made
the little parachute into a tent
and it had a hole in it” Zoe P1.
Road Safety with Central
Scotland Police.

“Never go on roads” Shannon
P1.

“Look everywhere when you
are at the kerb” Fiona P1.
Orienteering with Active
Stirling. This was particularly
popular with the older children.

“We had to find bits of a map
and put it together. It was fun”
Rebecca P5.   “I really enjoyed
it; we had to follow arrows to
get round a course” Fergus P5.

“It was a good challenge”
Andrew P7.
Karate with Jackie and Julie
from Zanshin Kai was also a
big hit.

“We went punch, punch and
ran around” Meredith, nursery.

“You kick and punch and put
your arm out and your partner puts his leg over it” Lucy P3.  “It’s good when you punch and duck”
David P2.
On Friday there was a whole school walk and in the afternoon there was a competition to design
a poster for Healthy School Week or to make an animal out of fruit and veg. The entries were of
a very high standard. It was a very enjoyable week for everyone.

Sport Relief Mile
We would like to thank everyone who supported, sponsored and took part in the School Sport
Relief Mile. We raised in excess of £750 which is amazing. Particular thanks go to Aberfoyle
Coop and Post Office for their kind donation of water, fruit and snacks and also to local
businesses who displayed collection boxes for us. Thanks also go to the parents who acted as
marshals on the day.
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McLaren High School
S3 Outward Bound Metro
On Tuesday 23 February ten S3 boys took part in an
Outward Bound (OB) activity.  They mountain biked from
Aberfoyle back to McLaren High School.  The start of the
journey was tough with a very steep climb for about 4miles.
However it was well worth it for the views and the fast down
hill decline.  All boys successfully completed the day
showing great encouragement and teamwork.
Monday 1 March saw the second outing for three boys.  This
week, participants spent the morning team building,
choosing between skill, physical or mental challenges.  After
lunch the boys turned their hand to orienteering.  It was a
successful afternoon with all groups completing their
challenges.  Lots of enthusiasm was shown from each of the
boys and good team work skills were on display.
On Wednesday 10 March our 11 S3 boys continued their
outward bound experience by going rock climbing.  It was
another sunny day and everyone had a go at scaling the
rock face.... including Mrs Couper!  In the morning everyone
had a chance to try out bouldering - this is climbing without any ropes or supports along the
rock face rather than up it.  Then in the afternoon the real test began.  It was a fun and
challenging day for all involved.
On Friday 19 March the group climbed Ben Ledi.  It was a tough climb and the weather
conditions at times made it very difficult.  Determination and encouragement meant the entire
group made it up together.  The views were brilliant and the day has inspired some of the boys
to repeat the walk in their own time with friends and family, on a day with kinder conditions.
The last Outward Bound Metro day was a Canoe Expedition starting on the River Balvaig
which feeds into Loch Lubnaig, the final destination.  The expedition started at Strathyre
where the group was thrown straight in at the deep end with some rapids to negotiate.  With
the water level up, and the current flowing faster than normal, this was a challenge for some
of the first time paddlers, with some exciting twists and turns as they progressed down the
river crossing from fast flowing water to calm.
Although the group had to paddle hard to stay together, they were determined to finish the
challenge as a team, and arrived safely at Loch Lubnaig for lunch (but more importantly DRY).
After lunch the group gave some good positive feedback about the course, followed by some
games and challenges on the loch.  At the end of the day there was a presentation of
Certificates to the group for completing the course from Outward Bound Trust Metro.
This is part of the annual OB Metro course which is offered to S3 pupils each year.  This is a
highly successful collaboration with our partners at OB and focuses on team-work and
problem-solving whilst encouraging pupils to take on new challenges.
This course marks the start of the pupils' work with OB, as the S4 pupils will participate in the
S4 residential course at Loch Eil in December.  The school has very strong links with OB and
was recently presented with a personalised OB poster depicting McLaren High School pupils
at Loch Eil.

Dance Competition
The Forth Valley Dance Competition took place at the
MacRobert on 8 and 9 March.
The first night was for S1 to S3 pupils and they all
performed wonderfully.  On the Tuesday night it was the
Senior’s turn.  There were four teams taking part and the
S4 team, Sparks and Marks, gained first place in the small
group section, against 18 other teams, with a fantastic
performance.  All the pupils thoroughly enjoyed themselves
and are already talking about next year’s competition!

The Winners, Sparks and Marks, pictured are:
Back row, left to right – Camilla Tigwell, Kirsty Fingland, Anna Tatnell
Front row, left to right – Rachel Speirs, Kirsty Hunter

S2 Outdoor Education/Personal Development Programme
Six S2 pupils are taking part in a 6 week Outdoor
Education/Personal Development Programme in
partnership with Active Stirling and Stirling Student
Support Service.  The group have so far completed
Team Building and Hillday activities, and will be
taking part in the following activities during the
coming weeks: Kayaking, Mountain Biking, Sea
Kayaking and Climbing/Abseiling.  At the end of the
programme the participants will gain a Dynamic
Youth Award.
The first week of the programme was very
successful and involved a Team Building day at the
David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle where the group
practiced various physical, mental and skill-based
challenges.  The second week saw the group

complete a Hillday going up Ben A'an with some team challenges and camp craft along the way.
The group really worked well and the Active Stirling staff were impressed at the pace the boys set to
get to the top.
The pupils involved are Gary McKenzie, Gregor Bruce, Alex MacLennan, Kyle McGrath, Nathan
Anderson and Robert Lafferty – with Mr David Gemmell our Inclusion Support Worker braving the
elements each week!

McLaren Senior Ski Course
We left McLaren High School for Austria at 4.30am on
Friday 2 April, and after an ‘interesting’ coach and ferry
journey we arrived in Partenen, Austria at 1pm on the
Saturday.  We stayed at the family run Hotel Partenerhof
and were greeted with an impressive 3 course dinner.  It
was an excellent introduction to Austrian cuisine.  The
rooms we were provided with varied from the Jager Suite
with its Jacuzzi bath to the boy’s shared beds!  From a girl’s
point of view the staff got the rooms exactly right!
The first two days were challenging for everyone.  The
visibility was not good and for those skiing for the first time
it proved to be a scary time!  On the third day God created
sunshine!  The snow conditions were perfect and the skiing
was excellent, and all agreed that this was the best days
skiing.  The input from our own teachers and the Austrian
Ski School ensured it was challenging for everyone.  The
vast mountain area was ruggedly scenic and offered long
runs over varying degrees of difficulty.
The evenings were good fun too.  Austrian bowling and an
18th birthday party kept everyone, including the teachers,
amused!
All in all this was a week which none of us will forget in a
hurry.  So many friends were made and a great week was
had by all.

By Ailidh Lang S6 and Lewis Telfer S5

The Times Spelling Bee
On Monday 15 March four S1 pupils headed off to
Falkirk Cineworld to take part in the regional heats for
this year's 'Times Spelling Bee'.  The competition,
based on the popular American format, is in its second
year and has over 1000 schools competing nationwide.
Split into two parts, the competitors had to complete a
spelling play-off where round by round contestants were
eliminated as they spelt words incorrectly, although they
started off fairly easy, the words soon became very
tricky.  However, 'The McLaren Bumble Bees' scored a
very respectible 18 points to carry them into the next
round.  During a short break our team decided that our
quick fire round should be made up of medium difficulty
words which would be worth 2 points each.  Again the
team performed brilliantly, scoring a final total of 39
points and coming in third place!  It was a fantastic
experience and the team consisting of Ruaridh Duthie,
Hollie Fraser, Conall Thompson and Georgia Blair
represented McLaren High with distinction.  Well done!

Callander Spring Clean
In conjunction with Callander Community
Development Trust, pupils took part in a litter pick
on Friday 26 March to help clean up Callander for
Easter.
Despite the wet weather, over 80 pupils donned the
yellow vests and were released into the surrounding
area with litter pickers in hand.  Over 20 black bags
of rubbish were collected, as well as a tyre, metal
pole and traffic sign!  They litter picked  the area
around the school, and removed litter from the
grounds surrounding “the creep”.
All the pupils who took part outside enjoyed
contributing to the improvement of the appearance
of the area.  The pupils who stayed indoors were
equally busy finding out about environmental issues
and designing anti litter posters to be displayed
around the school.
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On a cold wet morning myself, Angela Houghton and
her team of enthusiastic helpers, comprising of Dylan
Graham, Scott McLean, Rory Anderson, Graham
Glen, accompanied by Gary Devine and Thomas
Ferrie set about clearing the waymarked trails around
the David Marshall Lodge of all the overgrown
brambles and small scrub trees that had encroached
over the area’s foot paths.
The Callander youth project is a rural skills program
that came about in 2009 after successful funding
through Inspiring Scotland. It provides a diverse
range of working activities delivered by Forestry
Commission Scotland, the Argaty Red Kites and the
National Park with other local businesses closely
involved, giving opportunities for young people to help
the sustainability of rural economies.
The overall aim is to give training and support to young
people aged 16 yrs and over. The program runs for
twenty weeks, and consists of two sessions per year.
The trainees also have the opportunity to gain Duke of
Edinburgh and John Muir awards, as well as focusing
on employability and life skills.
Forestry Commission Scotland have been involved
from the start by providing training and outdoor skills
including pond clearing and general path maintenance.
Future skill projects will also include training in areas
of hospitality, customer service and tourism. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank the group for the
work they are doing in and around the Queen
Elizabeth Forest Park. In addition, I am sure all the
readers of the Strathard news will want to wish them
all the best for the future.
Charlie Stewart
Queen Elizabeth Forest Park Ranger
Forestry Commission Scotland

The Callander Youth Project

Every Tuesday & Friday
drop- in 9.30 11am

NO YOGA Tuesday 11 May,  Friday 4 June

Saturday drop- in 10- 11am
May 1st, 8th, 15th, 29th

June 5th, 19th, 26th

Turn Upside- down!
Saturday 12 June 10am- 1pm £20
Yoga for Pregnancy and beyond
Sunday 13 June 10am- 12pm £5

MidSummer Yoga
Sunday 20 June 9.30am- 12pm £8
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This spring it is hoped that the title of the Tallest Tree
in the UK will be won by a Douglas Fir in Arkinglas
Estate, Loch Fyne.  It is believed to be 134 years old
and is more than 64 metres in height (which is pretty
close to 64 yards for those with tastes imperial).
Apparently, a press release stated that it dwarfs
Nelson’s Column by about 8 metres (yards, roughly)
which is a strange comparison as Nelson’s Column,
we are lead to believe, is not actually a tree.  But
there you are, as the TV pundits say.
What might be more of local interest, however, is
another record which looks to have been set and at
a local level.  In the forest of Loch Ard, exact location
being kept under wraps at present, could be the
smallest Douglas Fir in the UK.  Reports state that
the tree, some 18 inches high and 60 years old,
could make the Guinness Book of Records,
although there have been some derogatory remarks
made by rival districts striving for the title, some
stating that the Trossachs claims are barking and
that it is not the right tree, others hinting that the tree
might have been unnaturally pruned, a cutting
remark and one which is most vehemently denied.
Later this month, in efforts to quash these
allegations, and to confound the alligators,
professional tree surgeons will attempt to take
accurate measurements of this tree.  Should this
confirm the claims, it is thought that the publicity
involved will increase tourist numbers to the area.
Visitscotland’s branch office in Aberfoyle is getting
geared up for the expected rise in visitor numbers.
‘We are expecting a lot of interest in this,’ a
spokesperson opined.  Already plans are being
implemented in the provision of car park facilities,
way markers and the use of an on-site guide.  It is
hoped that the resulting popularity of the site should
increase visitor spend.  For further information and
background, you can visit seeweetree.co.uk.

Unprecedented 4 times in a row UK champions do it again!
Another great result for Falkirk and Callander Taekwondo club at the
recent UK  championships with the club winning a UK Championship
event for the unprecedented  4th time in a row beating teams from all
across the UK.
What a fantastic few years it has been for the club winning the Individual
UK championship in November 08 then the Team UK championship in
April 09 and again the Individual UK championships in November 09 and
now again the Team championships in 2010.
This is an unbelievable achievement for our Taekwondo club who are still
the top club in the Traditional Taekwondo Association led by 8th Dan
Grandmaster TKLoh.
The club won 14 Golds, 5 Silvers and 12 Bronzes in sparring and the
overall UK team championship.
Special mention for this competition goes to Liam Muir who won 3 Golds
with some tough fights in three different weight categories; he showed
fantastic Taekwondo spirit on the day. Liam goes from strength to
strength in each competition and was by far the best child competitor on
the day.
Brother and Sister Ross and Eilidh Walker won their fights in quick time
and picked up another 2 Golds. Ross was the best Junior competitor on
the day and finished the final fight in a matter of seconds.
The best coloured belt adult of the day was clearly Ricky Buchanan
winning the final in 10 seconds with 2 knockout kicks. He will be one to
watch when he gets into the black belt category.
I could go on and mention all students who competed as every one of
them did their club and parents proud by having the courage to compete
and win the shield for our club.
Medal winners were as follows;,
Gold medalists: Conan Irvine, Liam Muir (3), Ricky Buchanan, Anna
Holden, Eilidh Walker, Ross Walker, Laura MacDougall, Callum Hodge,
Tony Clark, Blair Millar, Lee Hesp, James Barcley.
Silver medalists: Scott McCoull (2), John-Jo Paterson, Tegan O'May,
Patrick Carranza.

Bronze medalists: Jamie Thomson, Daniel Hesp, Marc Rivett, Kristofer
Irvine, Conan Irvine, Michael Hampton, Alasdair Cox, Garry Hamilton, Ian
Hodge, Kenny McQuade, William Ferguson, Matt Schmautz.
We also have to mention our other competitors who just missed out on a
medal. They were Robbie Player, Jisin Joseph and Callum Gray - their
time will come soon.
Thank you so much to everyone who made such an effort to attend the
event. Without the efforts of students and parents we would not have
been so successful. Keep up the good work.
The club keeps going from strength to strength in the TTA and is now the
undisputed champions 4 times in a row. If you want to train with the best
come along for a free 2 week training session and see how you enjoy the
training. We run classes in Falkirk , Grangemouth, Stirling, Callander and
Dunblane as well as after school classes in various primary schools.
Contact Duncan on 01324 472635 / 07713 193841 or visit our website
www.falkirktaekwondo.co.uk   www.callander-taekwondo.co.uk for
information.

Falkirk & Callander Club crowned 2010 national Team Champions Again!

Aberfoyle Golf Club
Aberfoyle Golf Club will be
hosting two open competitions
during the month of May.
The first of these is a Four Man
Texas Scramble, which will be
held on Saturday 22nd May. The
entry fee is £20 per team.
The second is a Gents Seniors
Stableford competition, which
will be held on Wednesday 26th
May, and the entry fee is £10.
Anyone interested in participating
in either event should contact the
secretary, Ernest Barnard, on tel.
01360 550847 or  by e-mail to
secretary@aberfoylegolf.co.uk

The Tallest & the Smallest!
Stirling Council has agreed that current Outdoor
Drinking Byelaws should be extended to cover
the east side of Loch Lomond to help tackle
drink-related anti-social behaviour in the area.
The extension of the Byelaws was requested by
Buchanan Community Council to cover
Buchanan Smithy, Milton of Buchanan,
Buchanan Castle, Balmaha and Rowardennan
because the anti-social behaviour caused by the
outdoor drinking is having an adverse affect on
visitors and people living and working in the area.
Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park
Authority, Central Scotland Police, Buchanan
Community Partnership and the Forestry
Commission also support the extension.
The proposed extension to the Byelaws is part
of a comprehensive strategy for managing
visitors to the east side of Loch Lomond, that
includes a proposed Camping Byelaw, which
the National Park are currently consulting
on.The new Byelaws will now be referred to the
Scottish Government for approval and then
advertised in the local press to allow people to
make objections.  After that Scottish Ministers
will make the final decision on whether or not to
introduce the new Byelaws.
There are now Byelaws prohibiting the drinking
of alcohol in public places in force in a number
of towns and villages across the Stirling Council
area.   In 1998, Stirling introduced the first
Byelaw, which banned the drinking of alcohol in
public places, with a maximum fine of £500.
Initially the ban covered Stirling City, Callander
and the Eastern Villages of Plean, Cowie and
Fallin. Since then the ban has been extended to
include Dunblane, Balfron, Killearn, Strathblane,
Blanefield, Arnprior, Buchlyvie, Gargunnock,
Kippen, Doune & Deanston, Drymen and Fintry.

Outdoor Drinking Ban
for East Loch Lomond
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Letters to the Editor......
............have your say!

Post to Editor, Schoolhouse, Inversnaid FK8 3TU
Or email editor@strathardnews.com or hand in to Aberfoyle Post Office

Dear Margaret
I enjoyed Dougie MacPherson's article about his schooldays. I thought
I could complement his article with some of my school day experiences.
However at Easter I was visiting my son in law and schooling cropped
up. He then produced his dux badge, so I send three photos which
might be considered under your school
reports. Some people will never have
heard of him, so for the record Mark
Johnston was brought up in Aberfoyle,
schooled in McLaren High School for
secondary education, gained a degree in
Veterinary Medicine at Glasgow
University, and currently a  "weel-
kent"  race horse trainer based in
Middleham,  North Yorkshire. Horse
racing has been at the heart of
Middleham since the eighteenth century,
and today the township accommodates
17 flat and national hunt trainers with
over 500 horses in training. It is twinned with Agincourt - a Richard 3rd
historical association I think.
Your Strathard News is most interesting and the colour peps it up.
Keep up the good work,
Kind regards
Duncan

TIMBER HAULAGE ON MANSE ROAD AND
MILTON, May - July
Approximately four loads of timber remain to be hauled from Balleich.
This should happen during the first week in May with no further
haulage expected from Balleich this summer.
Ten loads remain to be hauled from Milton.  Haulage has been
suspended for a couple of weeks for conservation reasons, but is
expected to resume in early May.
A new felling site is expected to start near Duchray Castle in July,
with haulage starting towards the end of the month. Timber will
come onto Manse Road at Covenanters, with approximately 150
lorry loads being hauled over a four month period.

PET SUPPLIES
for all small animals including poultry

At the Ward Toll, Balfron Station, G63 0QY
Tel: 01360 850525

Opening Hours:
Feb:   Mon-Sat 10.30-4.30  Sunday 11.00-4.30

March:  Mon-Sat 9am-5pm   Sunday 10am - 5pm

www.benviewnursery.co.uk   email:info@benviewnursery.co.uk
Proprietor: Graham Scott

Coffee and Gift shop next door, under original management

Much Expanded Range of
Locally Grown Hardy Plants
and Vegetables This Year
THE GARDEN CENTRE
•Hanging baskets
•All you need to grow your own fruit and vegetables
•Expert gardening advice
•All your other gardening needs

THE ORCHID HOUSE
• Large selection of orchids and accessories
• Friendly advice always available

Over the years, many films and
TV programmes have been
made in and around the
Trossachs. Disney’s Rob Roy,
the Highland Rogue (1953)
based on Sir Walter Scott’s novel
Rob Roy, was filmed around
Aberfoyle. The 39 Steps in 1959
featured the Invertrossachs
Hotel, Brig O’ Turk tearoom,
Balquhidder and Altskeith by
Loch Ard. Sixties TV medic Dr
Finlay’s home and surgery was
set in Callander’s Arden House.
And part of Monty Python and the
Holy Grail (1975) was filmed in
the Aberfoyle slate quarry.
More recently Shepherd on the
Hill (1993) was filmed at Loch
Achray and Callander and in
2009 Richard Wilson toured the
area in a 1950’s Bentley in
Britain’s Best Drives on BBC4.
Also in 2009, Strathendrick Film
Society made Kirk, the story of

Reverend Robert
Kirk from
Aberfoyle who
vanished on Doon
Hill where legend
has it the fairies
trapped his spirit in
a great pine tree.
Do you remember any filming in
the area? Were you one of the
extras? Or did you meet the cast
or crew? Did you take your own
photographs? We’d love to hear
from local people who got
involved in any way and,
depending on who and what
turns up, we’ll try to include your
memories or mementoes in
Trossachs Film Week, part of the
ScottsLand celebrations.
Please call or email Eammon
O’Boyle, Chairman of the
Callander Film Society, on
01877 330519 or
poboyle1@btopenworld.com.

Remembering the Trossachs at the Movies

Trossachs Film Week is on 10th and 11th September in
Callander and 17th and 18th September in Gartmore. Free
screenings will include classic and contemporary films shot in the
Trossachs or of Walter Scott stories (including The 39 Steps and
Rob Roy, the Highland Rogue) and a selection of short films and
videos featuring the area. The full programme will be available at
the end of May on www.scottsland.co.uk.
The festival is funded by the Scottsland Grants Programme,
which is financed by the Scottish Government, European
Community Forth Valley & Lomond Leader 2007-2013
programme and Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park
Authority.

Trossachs Film Week
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Milton

Hello Children,
Summer is here at last even though there is
snow on the top of hills, lying in hollows hidden
from the sun. As soon as the sun starts setting
to the north of Ben Lomond, our far flying
friends return from their long winter holidays in
Africa. Above Aberfoyle, flying very high in the
sky, we will hear the swifts before catching our
first sight of them, their chorus of screams
catching our attention and filling the air.
Extremely streamlined with long swept-back
wings, swift have dark feathers all over, the
only light patch being under the throat. Watch
them as they fly in a fast, tightly packed flock,
hunting down a feast of flying insects. I do
hope they especially like midges.
Grandpa Otter has been busy in his little
workshop, making specially designed nest
boxes for our Strathard swifts to use. When
they were finished and he brought them out for
us to see, we all thought that they were very
peculiar nest boxes, indeed. They were
certainly very fine boxes, but that was all. He
must be getting forgetful in his old age
because there was no way for the swifts to get
in and out. We looked carefully at the four fine
walls, we examined the well crafted roof and
we could find no entrance, not even the
smallest crack. Then Grandpa Otter picked up
one of his masterpieces and told us to look
again, carefully. Braeval, my know-it-all sister,
was the first to spot the missing doorway, the
way into a swift-box is from underneath.
George the Hare, fresh from his recent
successes at our Strathard Winter Olympics
and managing to win both the Easter Egg-
rolling contest and Duck Race, now sees
himself as a champion athlete. Next he is off
to the Aberfoyle Bowling Club to take part in
their "Special Try-it Weekend", where
everyone will be made welcome on 15th and
16th May. There will be refreshments, too.
George is quite good at curling, so he should
be able to take to doing the same thing with
bowls on grass without any problems. We
shall all go along and have a go; the twins are
really looking forward to the new experience.
George has also entered for the Trossachs
10K Run, on 29th May. I think that he is on his
own for that one.
While Braeval and I have been studying hard
for our exams, Duke and Katrine have no such
worries - yet. Their time will come, once they
get to the Big School. Now, though, they can
enjoy their free time by playing outside in the
long summer evenings. The twins do
everything together; they even seem to have
the same thoughts at the same time.
Swimming in the Forth outside the holt is
probably their favourite past-time, chasing
trout and being chased in turn by pike. It is
better to keep well away from pike: they have
a lot of very sharp teeth. When they are not in
the water, Duke and Katrine are attacking
each other with pea-shooters made from
hollow elder twigs. I'll be glad when these
exams are over. Now, how do you work out the
area of a circle?
Bye for now,
Milton

Strathard Community Trust
We have been actively looking at the feasibility of
opening a heritage centre for the railway and
slate quarry industries of Aberfoyle, and for other
aspects of our local history.  On page 16 Trust
director Richard Grosse of St Mary’s Episcopal
Church describes recent activities and plans for
a heritage day on 19th September.
For information about joining the Trust or helping
with local projects please contact our chairman
Ian Marshall on 382211.

Civic Award
Nominations
NOMINATIONS are being sought for
Stirling’s prestigious 2010 Provost
Civic Awards.
A Provost’s Civic Award is given to
individuals or organisations who have
made significant contributions to the
life of local communities, or who have
achieved national recognition in their
field, over the last 24 months.
Stirling Provost Fergus Wood is inviting
local people to nominate Stirling’s
outstanding citizens under nine
categories of award: Business (large or
small), Arts and Culture, Sport,
Academic, Community, Volunteer
Sector, International Relations, Special
Achievement and a new category
Citizenship (The William Jaffray
Award).  Both individuals and groups
can be nominated for a Civic Award.
Stirling Provost Fergus Wood said:

“This is Stirling’s opportunity to
recognise and congratulate local
people for the outstanding contribution
they make to the lives of their fellow
citizens.  I hope people will take the
time to nominate individuals or
organisations who make a real
difference to our city and rural
communities so they can receive the
recognition they deserve.”
Anyone can nominate someone for an
award and the closing date for
nominations is Tuesday June 15, 2010.
Provost Wood will present the awards
at a gala dinner in Stirling Castle on
Friday October 29, 2010. This is the
ninth year of the Provost’s Awards
Scheme, which was first established in
1998, and is held every two years.
Nomination
Forms are
available from
The Provost’s
Office, Stirling
Council, Room 55
Old Viewforth,
Stirling, FK8 2ET,
on 01786 443380
or email
houstonj2@stirling.gov.uk

Growing in Gartmore
Wednesday 16 June at 7.30pm
Gartmore House & The Black Bull Hotel
Green Routes is a social enterprise based
in the Walled Garden of Gartmore House,
with an aim of teaching transferable skills
to young adults with learning disabilities.
Gillian Forster who set up the project will
tell us all about this worthwhile initiative,
including the support received from many
volunteers.  Afterwards we’ll have a short
meeting and the opportunity to network in
the Black Bull Hotel in Gartmore, which by
June will just have been renovated and
re-opened by Liz McGregor’s of Aberfoyle.
Come along and meet other women who
live or work in and
around the Trossachs.
For more information
and monthly meeting
details see at
www.witt.org.uk,
phone 01877 387200
admin@witt.org.uk.
All welcome.

The Trossachs 10k event this
year will be on Saturday 29th
May at 10.30am.   The route
starts and finishes in the car park
in Aberfoyle.   The entry fee is
£12 or £10 for Scottish Athletics
affiliated members. Runners can
enter on line at
www.anthonynolan.org.uk.
Contact Jillian at
jillian06@btinternet.com for
more information.

TROSSACHS 10K RUN
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Not here....but near!

Callander Rambling Club
The Club consists of a group of enthusiasts who meet regularly
throughout the year to participate in a programme of strolls, rambles, hill
walks and a Long Distance Path. Details are published on
www.incallander.co.uk/ramblers.htm, in the Ben Ledi View and on
posters around Callander.  New Members and guests are always welcome.
June
9:30am Wed 2nd Stroll Invertrossachs 4 miles Jan McRae 01786-842081
Sat 5th Rotary Sponsored Walk, Ben Ledi 879m Richard Cooper 01877-331067
9:30am Wed 9th Ramble The ruins of Dubh Chorein 12m Bill Thomson 01877-330102
8:30am Sat 12th LDP SWSW (4) - Traquair to Selkirk 10 miles Paul Prescott 01877-330032
8:30am Sat 19th Hill Ben Lui 1130m Mike Hawkins 01877-339080
8:30am Sat 26th LDP SWSW (5) - Selkirk to Melrose 10 miles Paul Prescott 01877-330032

July
8:30am Sat 3rd LDP SWSW (6) - Melrose to Lauder 10 miles Paul Prescott 01877-330032
9:30am Wed 7th Stroll Argaty and Kilbryde 5 miles Norma Thornton 01877-331588
8:30am Sat 10th Hill An Caisteal & Beinn a' Chroin 995m Richard Cooper 01877-331067
9:30am Wed 14th Ramble Balquhidder to Brig O'Turk 10 miles Bob Rennie 01877-330930
8:30am Sat 17th LDP SWSW (7) - Lauder to Watch Water reservoir 12 m Paul Prescott 01877-330032

Callander & District Young Farmers
Callander & District Young Farmers held their AGM on Friday
26 March 2010 and elected the new office bearers for
2010/2011:
Adam More – Chairman
Emma Hammond & Lesley Maker – Secretaries
Callum Dykes - Treasurer
The new club year started off with a bang, when 27 members took part in
the West Area Talent Spot Competition held at the “Armadillo” at the
SECC. There were lots of screaming fans waiting for us…but then we
realised that was for the X Factor tour being held next door!  Callander’s
talent spot was an “under the sea” theme called “Crabbit” produced by
Lesley Maker. A lot of hard work and laughs went into doing the talent
spot, and well done to everyone who was involved on and off the stage,
and Linda Cantlay for keeping us right. Well done to our fellow Clyde and
Central Club – Stirling, Strathendrick and Strathkelvin (SSS) for coming
second in the competition, which includes clubs from Lanarkshire,
Ayrshire and Dumfries and Galloway.
The boys are busy training hard for the tug of war team, which will
hopefully do well at the qualifiers at Lesmahagow Show on 29 May 2010,
and go on to the final at the Royal Highland Show in June. Along with a
busy show season this summer, the club will host other events as part of
our summer syllabus.  We are planning on holding stock judging, sports
day, car treasure hunt, clay pigeon shooting, Go Ape, M&D’s to name but
a few.
Callander Young Farmers is open to anyone aged 14-26 (30 for associate
members). You don’t have to have a background in farming, as there is
a variety of activities on offer such as rugby, concerts, crafts etc. If you
think you would like to join, we would be delighted to hear from you. You
will be guaranteed a warm welcome from a fun group of young people.
To find out what events we have planned you can contact Lesley or
Emma (secretaries) on 07789 600 169 or add us as a friend on Facebook.

May in Croftamie will feature an early summer
show of Scottish contemporary art at the Red
House Gallery, led all the way by women.
No less than a dozen women will have new
work on display. Established artists Pam
Carter, Ethel Walker and Annette Edgar will
be sharing the space over two levels within
the gallery with Mary Hamilton, Carol Dewart
and Georgina McMaster, who already have
strong followings of their own.
More recent additions to the ever growing list
of artists appearing at this popular
rural gallery, Araline Ann Adamson,
Alice McMurrough, Alison Thomas
and Adriana, will also feature
throughout this month.
Lynn Lindsay is exhibiting at the Red
House for the first time, her paintings
perfectly catching the light, fully
reflecting the coming of summer.
There will be some excellent paintings
and metal-work from the boys, too,
but they will have to look to their
laurels on this occasion. In the
flowering of May-time this is certainly
a case of thorns amongst the roses.
Only two miles south of Drymen, the
Red House has been described as the
city gallery in the countryside. The trip
out to Croftamie alone is well worth
the effort and, until the end of May, the
girls are definitely in town.

Red House Gallery

Meetings held on the
3rd Wednesday of each
month in Gartmore
Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Visitors most welcome.
President: Lesley Bond,
Cromdale, Gartmore, 382759
Secretary: Christine Hamilton,
Montview, Gartmore, 382327

Gartmore Women’s
Rural Institute

Emotion Energy is an MCS accredited company that provides and
installs renewable heating and energy technologies manufactured
in the UK  We have noticed a significant rise in interest from the
public and business as heating and energy costs have continued to
rise.
Our office is located “Behind the Green door” of the old post office
in Thornhill, Stirling where we have installed heat pumps, Solar PV
and thermal into our Eco Office which has greatly reduced our
energy bills.
In order for everyone to benefit from these technologies we believe
it is important to show these technologies working.  They are not
the solution for everyone and one technology might be better suited
for the consumer than another.  Making sure that the equipment is
properly sized and installed correctly are very important factors
which the consumer should enquire about if ever purchasing such
renewables.
As the industry is relatively new within Scotland we believe that it’s
important to collaborate with other companies to ensure that
everyone is properly educated to do our job properly.
There are a number of financial incentives available as the
Government aims to meet its Kyoto targets of 2020 to cut carbon
emissions. The Energy Saving Trust’s website
(www.energysavingtrust.org.uk ) shows the payments consumers
receive back for every Kw of power they generate using renewable
technologies.  These tariffs range between 7 pence to 41.3 pence
per Kw (depending on which technology)  paid out for between 20
to 25 years.
Other renewable technologies applicable for grants /tariffs are
anaerobic digesters, hydro, and wind.

Anyone is welcome to call in to the office or call us with any questions.
Emotion Energy Ltd
'Behind the green door'
46 Main Street
Thornhill
Stirling
FK8 3PN
Tel: 01786 850395/850473
Mobile: 07772569254
www.emotionenergy.co.uk

Renewable Technology

Irish Medical Dictionary
Artery........The study of paintings
Bacteria....Back door to the cafeteria
Barium......What doctors do when
patients die
Benign...What you be after you be
eight.
Caesarean Section.....A
neighbourhood in Rome
Catscan......Searching for Kitty.
Cauterize..Made eye contact with her
Colic.................A sheep dog
Coma............A punctuation mark.
Dilate....................To live long.
Enema....................Not a friend.
Fester.....Quicker than someone else.
Fibula.....................A small lie.
Impotent....Distinguished, well known.
Labour Pain........Getting hurt at work.
Medical Staff.........A Doctor's cane.
Morbid................A higher offer.
Nitrates........Cheaper than day rates.
Node..................I knew it.
Outpatient..A person who has fainted.
Pelvis............... Irish Cousin to Elvis.
Post Operative.......A letter carrier.

Deadline
Dates

 Issue 59 -  20 June
 Issue 60  - 15 Aug
 Issue 61 - 26 Sept
 Issue 62- 14 Nov
(xmas)
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Strathard News Subscription

Sign:

Tel No: Date:

If you wish to take out an annual subscription please complete the information below.

Never miss an issue!
Why not have the newsletter delivered
 to you for the next year for only £12.

Name:

Address:

Post Code:

The completed form should be posted to The Editor, Strathard News,
Schoolhouse, Inversnaid FK8 3TU along with a cheque for £12 made
payable to Strathard News.  Alternatively, hand in to Aberfoyle Post Office.

Your subscription will start with Issue 59.

May
22 May – Karaoke in the Wallace bar starts @ 9pm
30 May – Pub Quiz
June
26 June - Karaoke in the Wallace bar starts @ 9pm
27 June – Pub Quiz
July
24 July - Karaoke in the Wallace bar starts @ 9pm
31 July – Pub Quiz
August
21 August - Karaoke in the Wallace bar starts @ 9pm
29 August – Pub Quiz

Forth Inn Events Diary

Main Street, Aberfoyle FK8 3UQ
Tel: 01877 382 372

E-mail: Phil@ForthInn.com

Wanted To Rent
by local animal rescue Charity,

on a long term lease.

25 - 30 acres
of Rough Grazing

To secure the right land we are
willing to pay above the going
rate as recommended by DEFRA

Thank you
TEL 07748 351287

Summer is on the way and we look
forward to welcoming the visitors
who come to our beautiful part of
Scotland. Not just holiday makers but
also those who come from abroad to
work in hotels and other businesses
in the area. Stirling Council’s Adult
Learning Team offers classes in
English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) that can help
people improve their spoken and
written English and help them in their
work and everyday life.
The classes are at 3 levels; beginner,
post-beginner and pre-intermediate
and they take place in 3 different
venues in the rural area; Callander,
Aberfoyle and Inversnaid. The free
classes are usually for 2 hours a
week and the topics covered are
flexible to meet the needs and
interests of the participants. For
example they can include learning
the language needed for hospitality,
following instructions at work, taking
phone messages or understanding
what to do in an emergency.
So if you know someone who would
like help with their English, or
someone who employs staff who
may want help, get them to give the
Adult Learning Team a ring on 01786
432360. Duncan Carmichael is the
ESOL co-ordinator and will be happy
to discuss any needs.

English for Speakers
of Other LanguagesGartmore Village Hall

Saturday June 5th  - Classics and Canapés
With THE GLASGOW STRING QUARTET

Featuring Jacquie Speirs
Tickets adults £10

Tickets available in the Gartmore Village Shop
Doors open - 7.00pm Performances -7.30pm

I am a PhD student from the University of
Aberdeen, and I will be doing some research with
the Forestry Commission and local artists this
summer around Aberfoyle and The Trossachs. I
know Aberfoyle can be a very busy place during
the summer months, so I am looking for some
alternative accommodation during my stays
between mid-July and August 2010.    I am a
single woman (30yrs old) looking for a small,
quiet-ish room, at a reasonable rate, that is
within easy reach of Aberfoyle (ideally within
walking distance, though I may have a car). I
would be out working during the day, and often
not around at weekends. I am quite flexible
regarding days and dates, e.g. I may stay a few
nights each week or Monday-Friday only,
depending on circumstances, so would be happy
to negotiate these as suits everyone. It would be
good to have access to a kitchen as I like to cook.
If you are at all interested, please contact me,
Jen Clarke, on 07877 412 105. Thank you.

WANTED
Spare room for short term

summer rent?

Memorial Hall Windows

BEFORE

AFTER

At long last the Memorial Hall has new windows. The
work was carried out at the beginning of April by local
firm Durashield Windows.

Photos courtesy of Sandra Jardine
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�   Hot filled Panini & Ciabatta
�   Baked Potatoes
�   Healthy Soups & Salads
�   Quality Coffee
�   Speciality Cakes
�  Award winning Ice Cream & Sorbets

Scottish Healthy Living Award
Family friendly Fully Licenced

Outdoor terrace seating with stunning views

 and take in the stunning view fromThe Katrine Cafe, where
the finest ingredients, the freshest local produce and a warm
welcome are always on the menu.

 your favourites from The Katrine Cafe Menu.
Freshly-baked scones and home-made tray bakes,
salads, baked potatoes, panini and toasted sandwiches,
and enjoy one of the speciality coffees, or a glass of wine.

The Bluebell Cafe, David Marshall Lodge Visitor Centre, Aberfoyle, FK8 3SX
Tel. 01877 382900

The Katrine Cafe can be reserved for special events including
Family Celebrations, Birthdays and Anniversaries, Weddings,
Corporate and Social Events. Special menus are available for all occasions.
For further information please ask a member of the catering team on site,
or call

Hire for your Special Event!

�  Quality Scottish Fayre & Daily Specials
�   Award-winning Italian Ice Cream
�   Fresh Home-made Soups
�   Speciality Cakes & Traybakes
�  Italian Coffee

Breakfast is served each morning up until 11.30am
Every day the menu features a choice of Chef’s Specials

�Open 7 days a week �Family friendly �Fully Licenced

Outdoor terrace seating with stunning views overlooking the loch

Katrine Cafe,Trossachs Pier, Loch Katrine, By Callander, Stirling FK17 8HZ
Tel. 01877 376799

Thistle Catering UK Ltd. Tel.01738 472022  Fax.01738 472009
enquiries@thistlecateringuk.com www.thistlecateringuk.com


